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DENR management, employees union 
inks CNA for 2022-2025 
June 15, 20222 min read 

By Rjhay E. Laurea 

MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) management has 

renewed its commitment to its employees’ union for the institutionalization of progressive 

workplace benefits. 

The DENR management and the Kalipunan ng mga Kawani sa Kagawaran ng Kalikasan (K4)—

the national governing body of all the DENR employee associations and unions nationwide—

signed recently the collective negotiation agreement (CNA) for 2022-2025, highlighting 

additional privileges for the workers. 

Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said the DENR management recognizes the hard work and 

rights of its employees. 

“The CNA signing is a way of thanking and recognizing the hard work of all the rank-and-file 

employees of the DENR,” Sampulna said in his message delivered by Undersecretary for 

Legal, Administration, Human Resources and Legislative Affairs Ernesto D. Adobo Jr. 

The three-year agreement includes gender-fair and gender-inclusive workplace measures, 

such as the construction of all-gender comfort rooms and the use of uniforms consistent with 

the employees’ sexual orientation and gender identity. Using gender-neutral language and 

conducting training on gender sensitivity and fair language are also included in the CNA to 

support gender and development. 

Meanwhile, alternative work arrangements for pregnant women, senior citizens, and persons 

undergoing medical treatment for cancer or other life-threatening diseases are also among the 

benefits provided in the agreement. 

Other new conditions are the establishment of spiritual rooms or spaces, lactation stations, and 

affiliate union offices. The provision of review sessions for civil service and career executive 

service eligibility, assistance in healthcare programs, and establishment of health and wellness 

programs in all regional offices are also part of the CNA package. 

“We enter into this agreement to safeguard our employees. Their rights and welfare are also a 

priority that deserves protection and promotion,” Sampulna said. 

 

The CNA renegotiation between the DENR negotiating team and its 
employees’ unions was done in May 2022, when the 2019-2022 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/15/denr-management-employees-union-inks-cna-for-2022-2025/
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The CNA renegotiation between the DENR negotiating team and its employees’ unions was 

done in May 2022, when the 2019-2022 agreement lapsed. 

The signing of the agreement was part of the “Gabi ng Parangal at Pagpupugay” of the 

Leadership and Environmental Sustainability Summit held in celebration of the Environment 

Month and the DENR 35th founding anniversary in Iloilo City. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/15/denr-management-employees-union-inks-cna-for-

2022-2025/?fbclid=IwAR2K5__aDFjgEUZ-

P_Gjh88Kc5yKPiRBP_K6Ps24UWC_V0HK3gloKLjHZYE  
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DENR fetes personnel in environmental 

protection efforts 

 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (File Photo) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A  June 15, 2022 

 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Central Luzon recognized 

the efforts of its regional and field officials in the implementation of environment programs 

during the “Gawad Parangal sa Pangangalaga ng Kalikasan” awarding ceremony. 

 

The event aimed to recognize efforts of personnel, who have been in the frontline of 

implementing ENR programs that uphold environmental conservation and stewardship. 

In his message, DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito Moreno, Jr. thanked provincial and 

community environment and natural resources officers, including division chiefs from its 

bureaus and regional and field offices, for their hardwork and commitment to bring the office’s 

thrusts and mandates into a realization. 

 

“You all embody the characteristics of a lingkod-bayani in your field. This recognition is just a 

small token of appreciation for your efforts and sacrifices, knowing that you do your work out of 

your desire to truly serve the people,” Moreno said. 

 

Among the awardees were DENR provincial chiefs; community environment and natural 

resources officers; chiefs of management and technical services divisions both in the regional 

and field offices; and directors and division chiefs of the Environmental Management Bureau 

and Mines and Geosciences Bureau. 

The awarding ceremony was part of the 35th anniversary celebration of the DENR, with theme 

“Pistang Pamilyang DENR para sa Tuloy-tuloy na Pagkakaisa at Tagumpay.” 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931972/pampanga/local-news/denr-fetes-

personnel-in-environmental-protection-efforts  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/969/ian-ocampo-flora
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931972/pampanga/local-news/denr-fetes-personnel-in-environmental-protection-efforts
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931972/pampanga/local-news/denr-fetes-personnel-in-environmental-protection-efforts
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DENR holds 3-day sports festival 

 
ZAMBOANGA. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is holding a three-day Physical Fitness 

and Sports Activities to build rapport, foster teamwork, and healthy and unified DENR team. A photo handout shows 

Ronald Gadot (in red baseball cap), in charge of the Office of the Regional Executive Director leading the opening 

ceremonies Tuesday, June 14, in Dapitan City, Zamboanga del Norte. (SunStar Zamboanga) 
June 15, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is holding a three-day 

Physical Fitness and Sports Activities to build rapport, foster teamwork, and healthy and unified 

DENR team. 

 

The three-day event kicked off Tuesday, June 14, in Dapitan City, Zamboanga del Norte with 

Ronald Gadot, in-charge of the Office of the Regional Executive Director, leading the opening 

ceremonies. 

 

The participants of the event are personnel of the DENR regional office and its bureaus like the 

Environment Management Bureau and Mines and Geo-Sciences Bureau, as well as from 

provincial environment and natural resources offices and community environment and 

resources offices. 

 

An opening parade was held from the Jose Rizal Memorial landing site to Dapitan Cultural 

Center with all teams, drum and bugle band with the special appearance of Pinoy Basura 

Buster (PBB) mascot. 

 

“Sports will teach us two fundamental taxonomy of life. If we win, the response should be 

humility and modesty, and if we lose the response is patience and tolerance,” Cidur Julsadjiri 

said in a message during the opening program as he welcomed delegates to the sporting event. 

 

Dionisio Rago, head of City Environment and Natural Resources Office-Liloy and sports 

committee chairperson administered the oath of sportsmanship. 

 

DENR Regional Information Officer Rosevirico Tan said that several activities such as hataw 

dancing, basketball, beach volleyball, table tennis, badminton, dart, board games, marathon, 

executive run, other pistang pinoy games, TikTok competition and battle of the bands are to be 

participated by its personnel. 

 

Tan said the event is in celebration of the agency’s 35th anniversary on June 10, as well as the 

Philippine Environment Month with the theme “Aksyon Para Sa Natatanging Mundo”. (SunStar 

Zamboanga) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1932115/zamboanga/local-news/denr-holds-3-day-

sports-festival  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1932115/zamboanga/local-news/denr-holds-3-day-sports-festival
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PENRO Agusan Del Sur Among Top Performing 

DENR Field Officials 
 Wednesday, June 15, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Provincial Environment and Natural 

Resources Officer (DENR PENRO) – Agusan del Sur Forester Jose Flavio V. Concha (5th from 

left) is conferred the Environmental Awards for Governance and Leadership Excellence 

(EAGLE) Supervising PENRO on June 7, 2022 in Iloilo City in celebration of the Environment 

Month. DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna takes pride in EAGLE awardees who are 

recognized for their exemplary leadership and major accomplishments in the attainment 

of DENR goals and objectives. Handing the award is Undersecretary for Field Operations-

Luzon, Visayas and Environment Juan Miguel T. Cuna (4th from left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/penro-agusan-del-sur-among-top-performing-denr-field-

officials/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/penro-agusan-del-sur-among-top-performing-denr-field-officials/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-donates-office-equipment-to-penro-rizal/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/penro-agusan-del-sur-among-top-performing-denr-field-officials/
https://journal.com.ph/penro-agusan-del-sur-among-top-performing-denr-field-officials/
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PENRO Sorsogon Named Eagle Awardee 
 Wednesday, June 15, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Provincial Environmental and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) Sorsogon Forester Tito R. 

Migo (5th from left) receives the top honor in the Implementing PENRO category in the 2021 

Environmental Awards for Governance and Leadership Excellence or EAGLE held on June 7, 

2022 in Iloilo City. Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary 

Jim O. Sampulna said the award is a fitting recognition of hard work and dedication that 

contribute to the agency’s success. The award was handed by DENR Undersecretary for 

Policy, Planning and International Affairs Jonas R. Leones (3rd from left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/penro-sorsogon-named-eagle-awardee/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/penro-sorsogon-named-eagle-awardee/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/penro-agusan-del-sur-among-top-performing-denr-field-officials/
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Best DENR CENRO Recognized 
 Wednesday, June 15, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Forester Jerome H. Albia (4th from left), Community Environment and Natural Resources 

Officer (CENRO) of Bunawan, Agusan del Sur is recipient of the 2021 Environmental Awards 

for Governance and Leadership Excellence (EAGLE) CENRO award for exhibiting 

organizational and leadership excellence. Albia received a trophy and P50,000 during the Gabi 

ng Parangal at Pagpupugay which recognized the best performing field officials 

of DENR described by DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna as contributors to the 

attainment of the agency’s targets. The EAGLE was held in Iloilo City on June 7, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/best-denr-cenro-recognized/  
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Mag-inang Villar, Usec. Antiporda ginawaran ng 

‘Manila Bay-ani Award’ ng DENR 

 
June 15, 2022 @ 4:26 PM  15 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines – Tumanggap ng ‘Manila Bay-Ani Award’ mula sa Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang mag-inang sina Sen. Cynthia A. Villar at 

Senator-elect Mark Villar kasama si Undersecretary Benny Antiporda, at Villar SIPAG 

Foundation sa pagdiriwang ng Philippine Environment Month. 

Ang parangal ay ipinagkaloob bilang pasasalamat sa kanilang walang kapagurang dedikasyon 

at commitment sa pagbibigay proteksiyon sa Manila Bay. 

Bilang chairperson ng Senate Committee on Environment, nangunguna si Senator Villar sa 

environmental protection and preservation sa kabila ng climate change at iba pang hamon na 

kinahaharap ng ating “Mother Earth.” 

Ang awarding ceremony ay ginanap ng DENR-NCR sa Diamond Hotel nitong June 14, 2022. 

Nakatutok ang selebrasyon sa taong ito sa pagpapalawig sa environmental awareness ng mga 

Pilipino. 

 

 

 

 



June 16, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Kasama sa larawan ang tumanggap ng parangal na sila former DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, 

Atty. Rita Linda Jimeno, former DENR USec Antiporda, Atty. Antonio Oposa, Jr. at 

Congressman-Elect Edward Hagedorn. Ernie Reyes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/mag-inang-villar-usec-antiporda-ginawaran-ng-manila-bay-ani-

award-ng-denr/  
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DENR confers ‘Manila Bay-ani Award’ to 
Villars 
June 15, 20221 min read 

By Ernie Reyes 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) conferred recently 

the “Manila Bay-ani Award” the Senator Cynthia Villar, her son Senator-elect Mark Villar and 

Villar SIPAG during the celebration of the Philippine Environment Month. 

In a statement, DENR said that the award was given to the Villars and their foundation due to 

their steadfast commitment and tireless efforts in protecting Manila Bay. 

As chairman of the Senate environment committee, Sen. Villar, also Villar SIPAG director, has 

been at the forefront of environmental protection and preservation amid the climate change and 

other challenges faced by Mother Earth. 

The awarding ceremonies were held by the DENR-National Capital Region at Diamond Hotel 

in Manila on June 14, 2022. 

This year’s celebration focuses on furthering environmental awareness among Filipinos. 

Those who also received the same awards are former DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, Atty. Rita 

Linda Jimeno, former DENR USec Benny Antiporda, Atty. Antonio Oposa, Jr. and 

Congressman-Elect Edward Hagedorn. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/15/denr-confers-manila-bay-ani-award-to-

villars/?fbclid=IwAR3R_rAbhoBfsATQeRdmjAhlIkisT6lw753S3iQvHH8Zn4ZCvoDh9Qd1k

Yo  
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Bilibid ililipat sa Tanay JVA HOUSING 
PROJECT BUBUWAGIN – DENR 
9 hours ago jp admin 

 
INIIMBESTIGAHAN ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang JVA 
Housing Project sa lupa na inilaan ng lokal na pamahalaan para paglipatan ng New Bilibid 
Prison at Regional Office ng DENR sa Tanay Rizal. 

Ayon sa kagawaran, ang nabanggit na lupa ay bahagi ng Lot 10 na nakapangalan sa Republika 
ng Pilipinas at may lawak na 300 ektarya, 270 dito ay nakalaan sa NBP at ang 30 hectares ay 
tatayuan naman ng DENR-Regional Office ng Calabarzon 4A. 

Ngunit nakapaloob ito sa isang joint venture agreement sa pagitan ng DENR at Blue Star 
Development Corporation na ngayon ay tinaguriang Garden Cottages, Masungi Georeserve 
Foundation. 

Ayon kay kay Ramil Limpiada, Provincial Environment and Natural Resources (PENRO), 
mayroon nang binuo na investigating body ang kagawaran. 

Direkta umano itong pamumunuan ni Usec. Ernesto Adobo para rebisahin ang Joint Venture 
Agreement (JVA) kabilang ang assistant secretary ng Legal Biodiversity Management at iba 
pang miyembro ng komite. 

Anya, ang pagkadeklara sa lupain na paglipatan ng New Bilibid Prison (NBP) at DENR-
Regional Office ay sa bisa ng Proclamation 1158 ni President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo noong 
Setyembre 2006. 

Dagdag ni Limpiada, ito ay nakapaloob sa JVA noong panahon ni Sec. Heherson Alvarez. 

Malinaw rin umano na ang orihinal na laman ng JVA ay ang kabuuang Proclamation 776 na 
inisyu noong Abril 2, 1996 na naglalaan ng pabahay sa mga empleyado ng DENR, DILG, DND, 
DECS at DOTC. 

Ayon pa rito, sa parehong petsa, ang Proclamation 776 ay inamyendahan ng Proclamation 564 
na isinama na bilang benepisyaryo ng pabahay ang mga empleyado ng Office of the President 
at Presidential Management Staff. 

Sa huli, lumilitaw na ang kabuuan ng JVA na 130 ektarya at Lot 10 na 300 hectares kasama 
ang buong PD 324, ay ipinaloob sa MOA noon ni Gina Lopez at ng Masungi Georeserve 
Foundation, dating Blue Star at Garden Cottages, na may kabuuan o lawak na 2,700 ektarya 
at pilit pa ring sinasakop ang ilang bahagi ng Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (CADT). 
(ENOCK ECHAGUE) 

Source: https://saksingayon.com/balita/bilibid-ililipat-sa-tanay-jva-housing-project-bubuwagin-

denr/?fbclid=IwAR2kZ8Eok0awJcNZNI6G3MqaYZ9JuhTOg26CCKzFPOXPt2fZcrtygwidKa

U  

 

https://saksingayon.com/balita/bilibid-ililipat-sa-tanay-jva-housing-project-bubuwagin-denr/
https://saksingayon.com/author/jhayphie12/
https://saksingayon.com/balita/bilibid-ililipat-sa-tanay-jva-housing-project-bubuwagin-denr/?fbclid=IwAR2kZ8Eok0awJcNZNI6G3MqaYZ9JuhTOg26CCKzFPOXPt2fZcrtygwidKaU
https://saksingayon.com/balita/bilibid-ililipat-sa-tanay-jva-housing-project-bubuwagin-denr/?fbclid=IwAR2kZ8Eok0awJcNZNI6G3MqaYZ9JuhTOg26CCKzFPOXPt2fZcrtygwidKaU
https://saksingayon.com/balita/bilibid-ililipat-sa-tanay-jva-housing-project-bubuwagin-denr/?fbclid=IwAR2kZ8Eok0awJcNZNI6G3MqaYZ9JuhTOg26CCKzFPOXPt2fZcrtygwidKaU
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Usa na 'Philippine Sambar' na inakalang extinct 

na sa Marinduque, muling nasilayan 
 Hunyo 15, 2022 9:50pm GMT+08:00 

Mula pa noong 1990s, pinapaniwalaan na extinct o naubos na ang "Philippine Sambar," o 

Marinduque brown deer sa nabanggit na lalawigan. Pero ngayon, muling nagbalik ang 

naturang uri ng usa sa kabundukan ng Marinduque. 

Sa ulat ni Dianne Loquillano sa GMA Regional TV Balitang Southern Tagalog nitong 

Miyerkules, sinabing isang residente ang nagbigay ng impormasyon na nakuha ng Marinduque 

Animal and Wildlife Rescue Emergency Response Team, tungkol sa usa na inakalang naubos 

na sa kabundukan ng lalawigan. 

Nakita raw ng residente ang usa nang magawi ang hayop sa kanilang taniman sa kabunduan. 

Ayon kay Dr. Jose M, Victoria, Provincial Veterinarian ng Mariduque, inakalang naglaho na sa 

lalawigan ang naturang uri ng usa kaya nakikiusap siya sa mga tao na huwag itong gagalawin 

at papatayin. 

"Mula kalagitnaan ng 1990's hanggang sa huling bahagi ng 1990's, napaulat naextinct na raw 

yung ganyang uri ng hayop dito sa Marinduque," ani Voctoria. 

"Iyan ay pagpapatunay na yung hinala nila na extinct na yung usa dito sa Marinduque ay 

kabaligtaran," dagdag niya. 

Pinakiusapan ng Marinduque Animal and Wildlife Rescue Emergency Response Team, ang 

mga residente sa lugar na huwag huhulihin o sasaktan ang naturang hayop at bugawin lang 

ang mga ito palayo kapag nasa kanilang taniman. 

Hindi rin ipinapayo na hulihin at ilipat sa ibang lugar ang usa dahil liliit umano ang tiyansa nitong 

mabuhay kapag inalis sila sa kanilang natural na tirahan. 

"Kung maaari bugawin na lang. Hindi namin ina-advise na yung mga ganoong uri ng hayop ay 

hulihin at i-relocate. Kasi 'yon yung kanilang natural na pamahayan. Kung huhulihin sila, lumiliit 

yung tiyansa na mag-survive sila sa paglilipatan," paliwanag ni Victoria. 

Nakipag-ugnayan na ang lokal na pamahalaan at DENR para magkaroon ng masusing pag-

aaral sa lugar para mapangalagaan ang mga usa sa kabundukan ng Marinduque. 

Ayon sa ilang nagmamalasakit na residente, may mga nanghuhuli ng usa sa ibang barangay 

kahit nasasakop ng wildlife sanctuary. 

Kaya nanawagan si Victoria sa publiko na huwag hulihin o patayin ang anumang wildlife na 

makikita sa kabundukan ng Marique katulad ng nasabing mga usa, maging ang mga baboy 

ramo at mga hindi pagkaraniwang ibon gaya ng kalaw. --FRJ, GMA News 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/835049/usa-na-philippine-

sambar-na-inakalang-extinct-na-sa-marinduque-muling-

nasilayan/story/?fbclid=IwAR1HimMfZMfl0mudNwWYkAeKlFekauBRBicWIP2ZYW6YXo

kvo_IheJ3-FKg  
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/835049/usa-na-philippine-sambar-na-inakalang-extinct-na-sa-marinduque-muling-nasilayan/story/?fbclid=IwAR1HimMfZMfl0mudNwWYkAeKlFekauBRBicWIP2ZYW6YXokvo_IheJ3-FKg
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/balitambayan/umg/835049/usa-na-philippine-sambar-na-inakalang-extinct-na-sa-marinduque-muling-nasilayan/story/?fbclid=IwAR1HimMfZMfl0mudNwWYkAeKlFekauBRBicWIP2ZYW6YXokvo_IheJ3-FKg


June 16, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pOL-reL8Gs  
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PH, JICA set 5-year roadmap to improve response to 

protect coastal communities from disasters 
Published June 15, 2022, 10:47 AM 
by Aaron Recuenco  

Officials of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) met with representatives of 

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and discussed a project that would improve 

the country’s coastal condition for disaster risk resiliency and infrastructure. 

DPWH Undersecretary for Unified Project Management Office (UPMO) Operations Emil K. 

Sadain said the DPWH-JICA project, with focus on resilience of coastal communities against 

disasters, will enable the Philippines to increase its capacity in coping with climate change 

through engineering interventions. 

 
photo: DPWH 

Sadain said the June 12 meeting discussed the timeline and roadmap of the five-year technical 

cooperation project that aims to develop DPWH’s capacity on coastal engineering through 

human resource development and formulation of technical guidelines under the coastal 

expertise of JICA. 

 

JICA Philippines Office Senior Representative Masanari Yanaguichi and his team stated that 

government engineers and specialists will be trained to better understand coastal hazards, 

formulate much-needed coastal-related guidelines as well as plan, design and implement pilot 

projects towards a more sustainable approach to coastal management. 

 

Sadain said the meeting was also participated by representatives from the Department of the 

Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department of Tourism (DOT), Department of 

Agriculture – Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR), Philippine Institute of 

Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS), National Mapping and Resource Information 

Authority (NAMRIA), PAG-ASA, Office of Civil Defense (OCD), Philippine Ports Authority 

(PPA), Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA), and the University of the Philippines (UP). 

 
photo: DPWH 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1932115/zamboanga/local-news/denr-holds-3-day-

sports-festival  
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“As we have seen in recent years, the widespread decline of our coastline is without a doubt a 

vital and increasingly urgent issue that needs to be addressed. DPWH takes this both as a 

challenge and an opportunity to pursue the integrated approach to coastal management with 

the primary aim of protecting coastal communities and equally protecting the ecosystem,” said 

Sadain. 

 

“We would also like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to the Government of 

Japan through JICA for all the support and assistance given not only from the technical 

cooperation perspective but as well as in helping rebuilding the Philippine economy and our 

nation,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/15/ph-jica-set-5-year-roadmap-to-improve-response-to-

protect-coastal-communities-from-disasters/  
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BBM receives more envoys; 50K jobs from 
green energy sector eyed 
 June 15, 2022  Ryan Ponce Pacpaco  

WITH barely two weeks before he formally assumes office, incoming President Ferdinand 

‘Bongbong’ Marcos, Jr. continues to receive more members of the diplomatic community 

holding productive meetings with foreign dignitaries from different parts of the globe. 

On Wednesday, the highlights of the round of courtesy calls included cooperation on climate 

change responses, renewable energy, and improving food production through agricultural 

developments, and education. 

During a media briefing after his courtesy call, Bjorn Jahnsen, Chargé d’Affaires of Norway, 

disclosed that the main topic of their discussion was climate change and renewable energy, 

adding that he invited Marcos to a conference they are organizing on Maritime and Energy 

issues. 

“So, the main topic of our conversation was climate change and renewable energy, Norway 

has taken investments in the Philippines in renewable energy, and more companies and more 

investments will come in the coming years,” he said. 

The envoy further bared that Norway plans to increase its imprint on renewable energy in the 

country by bringing in technology for harnessing energy sources such as offshore winds, 

floating solar, and hydro. 

“I mentioned to the President-elect that according to a study by the World Bank, the world map 

on offshore winds in the Philippines, which we think will be an important new sector in the 

country, presents great opportunities for the Philippines in the future,” he said. 

“The World Bank talks about up to 50,000 jobs, well-paid jobs for Filipinos, if you are successful 

in developing this new sector,” the envoy added. 

“Offshore wind is basically, the best wind resources in the Philippines…Norway had one of the 

biggest projects of this… and this is a great opportunity for the Philippines for a plenty supply 

of energy,” he elaborated. 

“As you know, the country is growing in the economy, and energy consumption is increasing 

so, offshore wind is really one of your best bets for the future,” he continued. 

Bjorn also said Norway is bringing a 100-year-old sailing ship to the Philippines in October. 

He added the trip of the said ship, which will include Filipino cadets among its crew, is part of 

an expedition around the world that will focus on climate change, sustainability of the oceans, 

and plastic in the oceans. 

For his part, Juha Markus Pyykko, Ambassador of Finland, said he and the incoming President 

had a “very, very useful constructive fruitful meeting”. 

They discussed issues like the economy, human rights, the situation in the Indo-Pacific region, 

climate change, digitalization, education, and the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, among others. 

Aside from expressing gratitude for the contribution of the Filipino community in Finland to their 

society, the ambassador also proposed reviving bilateral dialogue on educational policies and 

digitalization, especially in education. 

 

Meanwhile, Dr. Titanilla Toth, Ambassador of Hungary, said she is looking forward to expanding 

the cooperation between Hungary and the Philippines in the field of agriculture, water technology, and education, 

adding they could provide more scholarships for Filipinos. 

 

https://journalnews.com.ph/author/rp-pacpaco/
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Meanwhile, Dr. Titanilla Toth, Ambassador of Hungary, said she is looking forward to expanding 

the cooperation between Hungary and the Philippines in the field of agriculture, water 

technology, and education, adding they could provide more scholarships for Filipinos. 

She added Hungary is also looking forward to opening more employment opportunities for 

skilled Filipino workers in the hospitality sector like hotels and also in factories. 

On the other hand, Raduta Dana Matache, Ambassador of Romania, expressed great 

appreciation in her meeting with Marcos, adding that his warm reception of the diplomatic corps 

send a strong message that the Philippines is open to cooperation all over the world. 

Matache said that with the Philippines and Romania are celebrating an important milestone this 

year – 50 years of having diplomatic relations, and that he and the President-elect discussed 

areas where cooperation could be further enhanced. 

These included, she added, agriculture to address the looming food crisis; energy; education; 

and culture, among others. 

“Everybody in the world is interested in how to expand the use of clean energies, and I believe 

we have agreed that there is ample room for cooperation in this area. We touched upon several 

other issues like the regional context in the Philippines and Romania,” the ambassador said. 

Bartinah Ntombizodwa Radebe-Netshitenzhe, Ambassador of South Africa, also had a 

courtesy call with Marcos on Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journalnews.com.ph/bbm-receives-more-envoys-50k-jobs-from-green-energy-

sector-eyed/  
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BBM receives more envoys; 50K jobs from 
green energy sector eyed 
10 hours ago jp admin 

 
WITH barely two weeks before he formally assumes office, incoming President Ferdinand 
‘Bongbong’ Marcos, Jr. continues to receive more members of the diplomatic community 
holding productive meetings with foreign dignitaries from different parts of the globe. 

On Wednesday, the highlights of the round of courtesy calls included cooperation on climate 
change responses, renewable energy, and improving food production through agricultural 
developments, and education. 

During a media briefing after his courtesy call, Bjorn Jahnsen, Ambassador of Norway, 
disclosed that the main topic of their discussion was climate change and renewable energy, 
adding that he invited Marcos to a conference they are organizing on Maritime and Energy 
issues. 

“So, the main topic of our conversation was climate change and renewable energy, Norway 
has taken investments in the Philippines in renewable energy, and more companies and more 
investments will come in the coming years,” he said. 

The envoy further bared that Norway plans to increase its imprint on renewable energy in the 
country by bringing in technology for harnessing energy sources such as offshore winds, 
floating solar, and hydro. 

“I mentioned to the President-elect that according to a study by the World Bank, the world map 
on offshore winds in the Philippines, which we think will be an important new sector in the 
country, presents great opportunities for the Philippines in the future,” he said. 

“The World Bank talks about up to 50,000 jobs, well-paid jobs for Filipinos, if you are successful 
in developing this new sector,” the envoy added. 

“Offshore wind is basically, the best wind resources in the Philippines…Norway had one of the 
biggest projects of this… and this is a great opportunity for the Philippines for a plenty supply 
of energy,” he elaborated. 

“As you know, the country is growing in the economy, and energy consumption is increasing 
so, offshore wind is really one of your best bets for the future,” he continued. 

Bjorn also said Norway is bringing a 100-year-old sailing ship to the Philippines in October. 

He added the trip of the said ship, which will include Filipino cadets among its crew, is part of 
an expedition around the world that will focus on climate change, sustainability of the oceans, 
and plastic in the oceans. 

For his part, Juha Markus Pyykko, Ambassador of Finland, said he and the incoming President 
had a “very, very useful constructive fruitful meeting”. 

 

https://saksingayon.com/bbm/bbm-receives-more-envoys-50k-jobs-from-green-energy-sector-eyed/
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For his part, Juha Markus Pyykko, Ambassador of Finland, said he and the incoming President 
had a “very, very useful constructive fruitful meeting”. 

They discussed issues like the economy, human rights, the situation in the Indo-Pacific region, 
climate change, digitalization, education, and the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, among others. 

A side from expressing gratitude for the contribution of the Filipino community in Finland to their 
society, the ambassador also proposed reviving bilateral dialogue on educational policies and 
digitalization, especially in education. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Titanilla Toth, Ambassador of Hungary, said she is looking forward to expanding 
the cooperation between Hungary and the Philippines in the field of agriculture, water 
technology, and education, adding they could provide more scholarships for Filipinos. 

She added Hungary is also looking forward to opening more employment opportunities for 
skilled Filipino workers in the hospitality sector like hotels and also in factories. 

On the other hand, Raduta Dana Matache, Ambassador of Romania, expressed great 
appreciation in her meeting with Marcos, adding that his warm reception of the diplomatic corps 
send a strong message that the Philippines is open to cooperation all over the world. 

Matache said that with the Philippines and Romania celebrating an important milestone this 
year – 50 years of having diplomatic relations, and that he and the President-elect discussed 
areas where cooperation could be further enhanced. 

These included, she added, agriculture to address the looming food crisis; energy; education; 
and culture, among others. 

“Everybody in the world is interested in how to expand the use of clean energies, and I believe 
we have agreed that there is ample room for cooperation in this area. We touched upon several 
other issues like the regional context in the Philippines and Romania,” the ambassador said. 

Bartinah Ntombizodwa Radebe-Netshitenzhe, Ambassador of South Africa, also had a 
courtesy call with Marcos on Wednesday. 
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sector-eyed/?fbclid=IwAR1D_0GGhIDPKmvAuu-wzu9KYLIG7tY83zh-

Qu30lD_cOYqZfw4Gn06eKis  
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PH to join climate change coalition but needs 
financing 
By ... -June 16, 2022 

The Philippines has expressed support to the vision of creating a Coalition of Trade Ministers 
plotting response to climate change. 

At the sidelines of the 12th World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference, Trade 
Undersecretary Ceferino Rodolfo told a Mini Ministerial meeting focused on combating climate 
change that the Philippines, as a climate vulnerable country, “supports revitalizing plurilateral 
engagement on environmental goods and services that builds on work in other fora… 

The Coalition can provide guidance on the scope and approach to future negotiations.” 

But Rodolfo cautioned that “for us to meet these ambitions, developing countries must forge 
partnerships with the developed world on financing, technology transfer and technical 
assistance.” 

Rodolfo joined WTO director-general Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and ministers from 21 delegations 
from other countries that included the United States, Canada, Japan, Fiji, Nigeria, Colombia, 
Singapore and Vietnam, in an informal exchange of views on how to strengthen the 
environmental sustainability agenda in the WTO. 

During the meeting, ministers committed to strengthen engagement and dialogue with a view 
to creating a Coalition of Trade Ministers to address climate change. 

Ministers had a candid exchange of views on how trade could support a clean energy transition 
where the Philippines noted that its high-level ambition is reflected in recent private sector 
investments, including the recent announcement of a 4,500 MW solar farm, the world’s largest 
once it is constructed. 

The Philippines is pursuing a Sustainable Finance Roadmap and has just enacted a law to 
develop the electric vehicle industry. 

The Philippines is co-leading with Australia a work stream on promoting trade to tackle plastics 
pollution. 

“We must continue to share our experiences in dealing with the plastics crisis and contribute to 
the multilateral treaty on plastics,” Rodolfo said, adding the need for further cooperation on 
strategies that would reduce single-use plastics and support sustainable plastic packaging. – 
Irma Isip 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_business/ph-to-join-climate-change-coalition-but-needs-

financing/  
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Tabuk bans use of plastic, styrofoam 
By Dexter A. See June 16, 2022 

TABUK CITY, Kalinga: Starting July 1, 2022, the city will ban the use of plastic bags and 

styrofoam as packaging materials with the full implementation of City Ordinance 3, Series of 

2021. 

The ordinance was signed into law in June 2021. A six-month moratorium that began in 

December 2021 was given to vendors and establishments to use their remaining supply in 

preparation for the implementation of the ordinance. 

The moratorium will end on June 30, 2022, after which vendors and establishments will be 

prohibited from selling and using cellophane and sando bags as secondary packaging materials 

as well as styrofoam products as containers for food and beverages. 

Violators of the law will face the following fines and penalties: First offense – P500 fine and 

confiscation and destruction of prohibited materials. Second offense – P1,000 fine and 

confiscation and destruction of prohibited materials. Third offense – P3,000 fine, confiscation 

and destruction of prohibited materials and revocation of license to operate for business 

establishments. 

Meanwhile, customers are advised to get into the habit of bringing reusable and recyclable 

alternatives such as cloth bags, net bags, eco bags, jute bags and other recyclable containers 

when shopping. 

Implementing agencies led by the City Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro) are 

preparing for the implementation of the ordinance, with the technical working group meeting 

today to finalize its implementing rules and regulations. 

The Cenro said key stakeholders have also been notified and are all set for the implementation 

of the plastic ban by July 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/16/news/regions/tabuk-bans-use-of-plastic-

styrofoam/1847540  
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COMPOSTING, ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
ITINUTULAK NA GAMITIN 
June 14, 2022 Admin 

 
ISUSULONG ni Senadora Cynthia A. Villar ang composting at paggamit ng organic 
fertilizer upang pangalagaan ang mga lupang taniman. 

Sa kanyang video message sa 71st anniversary ng Bureau of Soils and Water Management 
(BSWM), binigyan diin ni Villar ang paggawa ng organic fertilizer mula sa agricultural residues 
gaya ng tangkay ng palay at mais, dumi ng mga hayop, at iba pang bagay na maaaring ipalit 
sa inorganic/synthetic o chemical fertilizers. 

“You are one with us in actively promoting organic farming methods especially producing 
organic fertilizer,” sabi ni Villar, chairperson ng Senate committee on agriculture and food, sa 
BSWM. 

“Since we have many biodegradable wastes in our environment, I have been transforming them 
into useful things. We have many of them in our markets and in our own homes, so there is a 
need for a facility for them near our farms, trading posts and markets,” dagdag pa nito. 

Ipinahayag ni Villar na puwedeng manggaling ang biodegradable wastes sa kusina at hardin 
ng bahay. 
“We only need to collect and convert them into organic fertilizers or compost which can be used 
by our farmers most especially now that fertilizers are very expensive, and sometimes, they are 
not available for our farmers,” paliwanag niya. 

Sinabi pa ng senador, chairperson din ng Senate committee on environment and natural 
resources na personal niyang ipinatayo ang 117 composting facilities sa buong kapuluan. 
Matatagpuan ang 67 sa mga ito sa kanyang bayan sa Las Pinas samantalang ang may 50 pa 
ay nasa Vista Land Communities. 

“Villar SIPAG is included in this advocacy. We are distributing for free our organic production 
to our farmers plantitos/plantitas across the country,” ani Villar. 

Sinimulan ng senadora ang adbokasiyang ito noong 2002 upang makatulong na mabawasan 
ang basura at maghikayat sa paggamit ng biodegradable wastes para sa malusog na lupa. 

Binanggit din niya na layunin ng Republic Act 10068 o ang Organic Agriculture Act na 
naisabatas noong 2010, na palawakin ang organic agriculture sa Pilipinas. Nagtatakda naman 
ang RA 9003 o Ecological 

Waste Management Act na paghiwalayin at bawasan ang basura sa pamamagitan ng recycling 
at composting. 

Ayon pa rito, dahil sa mga tiwaling gawi o aktibidad sa lupa ay napapababa nito ng 38% ang 

 

https://pilipinomirror.com/composting-organic-fertilizer-itinutulak-na-gamitin/
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Waste Management Act na paghiwalayin at bawasan ang basura sa pamamagitan ng recycling 
at composting. 

Ayon pa rito, dahil sa mga tiwaling gawi o aktibidad sa lupa ay napapababa nito ng 38% ang 
sustansiya ng lupa. 

“It is really important that we take care of our soil to have productive harvest and lower hunger, 
food insecurity in our country,” sabi pa ni Villar sa naturang okasyon na may temang, “Malusog 
na Lupa at Tubig na Sagana, Tungo sa Progresibong Agrikultura.” VICKY CERVALES 
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OPEN PIT MINING NG PILMINERA IPATIGIL 

NA 

 
June 15, 2022 @ 9:46 PM  10 hours ago 

Kailangan ipatigil muna ng gobyerno ang Filminera Mining Company sa patuloy na paggiba 

nito ng kabundukan sa Aroroy, Masbate kung ang polisiya ni President-elect 

Ferdinand”Bongbong”Marcos Jr. ang masusunod. 

Taliwas kasi sa makatao at makakalikasang programa ni Pangulong Bongbong ang ginagawa 

ng higanteng kompanya, kabilang na ang walang puknat na pagpapasabog nito sa Barangay 

Panique at iba pang lugar na malapit lang sa mga kabahayang matagal nang inirereklamo ng 

mga residenteng halos bingi na ang karamihan sa kanila. 

“When it comes to open-pit mining, I think I’m a bit wary about that because it is very difficult to 

control, and the pollution that’s caused by open-pit mining, the leeching that occurs in open-pit 

mining, there are many occurrences where even after the mine has been closed, they have 

covered it up, they have planted trees, built houses on it, lumalabas ang lason,” ayon kay 

Pangulong Bongbong. 

Ibig sabihin,’yung walang tigil na pagpapaputok ng dinamita ng abusadong dayuhang 

kompanya sa itaas lamang ng kabahayan sa ilang barangay roon na nagdudulot ng pagkabingi 

ay hayagang noise pollution kaya nararapat lang na ipasara muna ito ng bagong pamahalaan. 

Bukod pa riyan ang pagkalason ng mga palayan at palaisdaan dahil sa kemikal na ginagamit 

nito sa pagpoproseso ng tone-toneladang ginto may 10 taon na ang nakaraan subalit hindi 

matugunan ng kinauukulan bunsod sa kwartang itinatapal ng kompanya sa makakapal na 

mukha ng mga buwayang opisyal. 

Nakupo, kung magsagawa lang ng malalimang imbestigasyon si Pangulong Bongbong, sibak 

sa puwesto ang ilang ganid sa kwartang mga opisyal dahil sila ‘yung kakutsaba ng Filminera 

sa pagmamalabis nitong madalas ipinagmamayabang pa ng mga unggoy rito na walang 

makakapigil sa kanilang malawakang pag-araro sa mga kabundukan sa Aroroy. 

Magkano nga ba ang kinikita ng pamahalaan sa excise taxes na ibinabayad ng kompanya 

kumpara sa libo-libong pobreng minerong itinaob ang kaldero nang simulan Filminera ang 

open-pit mining sa Masbate? 

Sa totoo lang, kung pag-uusapan ang benepisyo,’yung ilang buwayang opisyal lang yata ng 

lokal na pamahalaan at DENR ang yumaman nang husto dahil sa mga negosyo’t patong nila 

sa kompanya samantalang gutom ang nakararaming kababayan kong umaasa pa ring 

matugunan ng gobyerno ang pangangailangan nila. 

Sa madali’t sabi, si Pangulong Bongbong lang ang inaasahang magtutuldok ng mga pang-

aabuso ito ng Filminera. 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1932115/zamboanga/local-news/denr-holds-3-day-

sports-festival  
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Rights group calls for release of environmental 

activist  
June 15, 2022 | 6:41 pm 

 
A HUMAN rights group on Wednesday called for the release of an environmental activist who 
was arrested in Pakil, Laguna on June 11 for alleged rebellion charges. 

“We call for her immediate release, a victim of warrantless arrest and unjust detention based 
on false charges, which are seen as reprisals on her advocacy work for the environment and 
her community,” Karapatan Secretary General Cristina E. Palabay said in a statement.  

“At this rate, this rebellion charge may be used repeatedly against activists in Southern Tagalog 
as the government continues its harassment against activists and government critics,” she said. 

The 69-year-old Daisy Macapanpan was arrested by joint military and police forces, who 
allegedly presented just a copy of a warrant for a 2008 rebellion case against her. 

She had served as a speaker in a gathering of other environmental activists opposing the 
construction of the Ahunan Pumped-Storage Hydropower project in Pakil. 

Karapatan, citing witness accounts, also condemned the way Ms. Macapanpan was allegedly 
treated during the arrest as she was handcuffed and forced into a police vehicle.  

As of Wednesday, Ms. Macapanpan was detained at Camp General Nakar, Quezon. — John 
Victor D. Ordoñez  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/15/455325/rights-group-calls-for-

release-of-environmental-activist/  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/15/455325/rights-group-calls-for-release-of-environmental-activist/
https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/15/455325/rights-group-calls-for-release-of-environmental-activist/


June 16, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 3 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Mining our waste 
June 15, 2022 | 5:52 pm 

Static 
By Marvin Tort 

 
KJPARGETER-FREEPIK 

 

Late last year my wireless printer at home broke down. It needed a new printer head. Other 

than that, everything else with the printer still worked well. But, given the pandemic, and its 

impact on global production of electronic parts, it took the service center almost eight months 

to get the necessary part in. And this was for a repair job — head replacement — that took only 

a few hours to complete. 

I almost gave up on that wireless printer, having bought a cheaper wired replacement months 

ago as it was needed for work and school. But I felt it would have been a waste to simply throw 

the thing away. After all, it wasn’t some cheap appliance at the time it was bought. Luckily, I 

chose to wait it out. Had I chucked that wireless printer, I may not have bothered to look for a 

recycling place for it. And, it would have simply gone out with the garbage. 

I am sure that in the last two years or so, I am not the only consumer that has had to deal with 

broken electric appliances or electronic devices in need of repair, with replacement parts or 

components difficult to source. I am also sure that unlike me, a number of these consumers 

had opted to actually throw away whatever consumer durable that was, and instead bought 

cheaper replacements. And I mean cheaper as in disposable. 

About three weeks ago, it was my washer’s turn to break down. The front-load washer’s door 

came off after the lock and the hinge broke. To date, there are no parts available for the thing. 

“Repair” is not exactly an option as the aluminum cast hinge broke into several pieces. All I 

need is the hinge, as the rest of the door — and the washer — is perfectly fine. Without the 

door, however, any front-load washer is practically useless. 

I had some luck with the printer, although the wait was eight months. Will I have the same luck 

with the washer? Nobody knows, at this point. The thing is, for want of a single component, an 

entire appliance can be deemed broken and useless, and may actually end up going out with 

the garbage. On a daily basis, I can only wonder how many junked electric appliances and 

electronic devices ended up in dumps. Add to these junked cars, used batteries, and broken 

wind turbine blades and broken solar panels. Even renewable energy sources produce waste. 

In June 2019, Time Magazine published a story titled, “The World Has an E-Waste Problem,” 

written by Alana Semuels. The story noted that, 1.) less than a quarter of all US electronic 

waste is recycled, according to a United Nations estimate; and, 2.) the rest is incinerated or 

ends up in landfills. “That’s bad news, as e-waste can contain harmful materials like mercury 

and beryllium that pose environmental risks,” Semuels wrote. 

 

Source: https://pilipinomirror.com/composting-organic-fertilizer-itinutulak-na-gamitin/  
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She added, “Even when e-waste rules exist, it’s left up to consumers to handle their old devices 

properly. But recycling them can be a pain… Many consumers, paralyzed by the hassle or put 

off by the expense, simply throw their devices into the trash or stash them in a drawer, hoping 

they’ll just disappear.” 

In my opinion, it is when people simply throw away these things that e-waste becomes truly 

problematic. As I noted in a previous column, as battery technology improves, and battery use 

ramps up as the world turns to electric from fossil fuel, who will handle battery disposal or 

battery recycling? The shift to electric cars will eventually lead to a crisis in disposal unless we 

also start working on new systems and technologies for disposal. 

Batteries as power sources eventually get spent. Over time, they degrade and require 

replacement. But, for every replacement, there will be an issue of disposal. I am uncertain if we 

have enough regulations — or legislation — to manage the disposal of batteries from electric 

vehicles. Or, for that matter, disposal of solar panels from solar farms and solar homes, and 

used turbines from wind farms. Over time, all these materials degrade, and are replaced. 

The problem is that wind turbine blades from wind energy farms cannot be recycled and are 

now piling up in landfills. As for solar, the International Renewable Energy Agency estimates 

that by 2050, up to 78 million metric tons of solar panels will have reached the end of their life, 

and this will result in about six million metric tons of new solar e-waste annually. And with solar 

panels, when they break down, toxic waste does go into the soil. 

As we require industries and businesses to clean their air emissions and their water discharge 

or general effluents, then we should also require electric car makers to recycle their own 

batteries; wind farms to recycle their own turbines; solar farms to recycle their own panels; and, 

computer makers and mobile phone makers to recycle their own e-waste. Their waste shouldn’t 

end up in landfills. 

There is a call to actually start mining our e-waste. There is money in garbage. Landfills still 

attract scavengers, looking for items that can still be reused and sold for some profit. Surplus, 

as we used to refer to second-hand but reusable car and engine parts sold. The same goes for 

many other consumer durables. My old printer, for instance, could have yielded plenty of usable 

parts and components. The same goes for my old washer. That is, had I opted to throw them 

out. 

“The proliferation of digital devices has already become a big problem for the planet, but it’s 

still not receiving the attention it should. Once they come to the end of their useful lives, 

electronics just get discarded. The recycling rate is still poor, despite the fact they contain 

valuable minerals that could be used once more and have economic value. Now, scientists are 

calling to ramp up the recycling of e-waste, describing the expansion of mining as 

unsustainable,” noted the recent article by Fermin Koop in ZME Science, an online science 

news site. 

Koop cited a UN report that noted, “A record 53.6 million metric tons of electronic waste were 

generated worldwide in 2019, up 21% in just five years… E-waste is also predicted to reach 74 

million metric tons by 2030, almost doubling its actual figures in 15 years. This makes e-waste 

the fastest-growing domestic waste stream on a global scale.” 

He added, “The growing figures are triggered by the high consumption of electronic equipment, 

short life cycles, and limited options for repair. Only 17% of 2019’s e-waste was collected and 

recycled, the UN found. This means that high-value materials valued at $57 billion were mostly 

dumped or burned rather than collected for treatment and reuse. So, recycling electronics is 

not only an environmental choice but one that could yield economic benefits.” 

Koop also wrote that “electronics contain dozens of different elements, many of which are 

technically recoverable, though there are economic limits set by the market. E-waste has 

precious metals including gold, silver, copper, platinum, and palladium. It also has valuable 
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Koop also wrote that “electronics contain dozens of different elements, many of which are 

technically recoverable, though there are economic limits set by the market. E-waste has 

precious metals including gold, silver, copper, platinum, and palladium. It also has valuable 

bulky materials such as iron and aluminum, along with plastics that can be recycled.” 

It is in this line that I encourage the incoming Congress to look into the possibility of legislating 

stronger and more practical policies and regulations on e-waste disposal and recycling. It 

should also consider the disposal of waste from renewable energy sources like solar panels 

and wind turbines and batteries. 

Indeed, our greater reliance on electronics and computers, as well as the shift to renewable 

energy and other non-fossil fuel sources to save the environment, are the very things that will 

become the source of our environmental challenges in the future. We should start planning 

things better and looking into viable and more sustainable “clean up” options. 

  

Marvin Tort is a former managing editor of BusinessWorld, and a former chairman of the 

Philippine Press Council 

matort@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/opinion/2022/06/15/455260/mining-our-waste/  
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Science show returns, focuses on PH biodiversity 
By Kaithreen Cruz June 16, 2022 

 
 

TO bring science education closer to the Filipino youth and education stakeholders, "Mind S-

Cool" is set to premiere its fourth season on biodiversity conservation with the message, "We 

are only OK if nature is OK." 

The new set of six episodes will delve into what ails the Philippine biodiversity and how these 

affect Filipinos, as well as help its viewers discover treatments and cures to address those 

ailments. 

"Mind S-Cool" aims to show its audience ways for them to save the country's biodiversity 

through powerful, creative and even fun ways which could be done with their families, friends 

and communities toward positive health for the Philippine biodiversity. 

It also aims to promote citizen science initiatives and cooperation through technology for 

meaningful community participation in biodiversity conservation and promotion. 

The program was developed by the Bonifacio Art Foundation Inc. (BAFI) which operates The 

Mind Museum and the Bonifacio Global City (BGC) Arts Center, in partnership with the United 

States Agency for International Development-Sustainable Interventions for Biodiversity, 

Oceans and Landscapes (USAid-Sibol). 

"We may be splintered by many opinions in our politics and social lives, but no one will survive 

without nature. There should be no debate about that if you live, breathe and eat. Our health 

and lives are literally at stake if we do not have a shared understanding of how our human lives 

are intricately connected with biodiversity — which is the way nature is structured and how it 

works to serve our lives," BAFI Managing Director and curator Maria Isabel Garcia said. 

USAid-Sibol Ecosystem Integration Specialist Dr. Aldrin Mallari recognized that lack of scientific 

information remained a problem and that the level of engagement on biodiversity is still low, 

which is why they hope the "Mind S-Cool" episodes could help bridge this gap, especially in 

the age of technology and an overly communicated world. 

"We hope that the message of environmental conservation in oceans and landscapes facilitates 

a deeper understanding with a wider audience. We hope that they will value our biodiversity, 

oceans and landscapes and their inherent capacity to sustainably supply ecosystem services 

for their own benefit and the development of communities," Garcia added. 
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The fourth season of the science show premieres on June 26, Sunday, at 11 a.m. on Cignal 

TV's ONE PH with a same-day replay at 4:30 p.m. It runs until July 31. 

It is also available for streaming at youtube.com/c/MindSCoolPh. 

The third season has reached 2.2 million views and was the only science show in Nielsen's 

rating top 5 educational shows. 

The "Mind S-Cool" team assured continued efforts to partner with organizations and 

government agencies to expand the reach of the program, by bringing it closer to learners, 

especially those in far-flung areas, and aiding in distance learning modalities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/16/campus-press/science-show-returns-focuses-

on-ph-biodiversity/1847573  
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Pride Month: WWF-Philippines holds virtual run, 

walk, move, ride event for LGBQTQIA+ 

community 
By Catalina Ricci S. Madarang - June 15, 2022 - 7:14 PM 

 
World Wildlife Fund-Philippines invited the public for its "Pride for the Planet" fundraising event (Released by WWF-

Philippines) 

 

The World Wildlife Fund-Philippines invited the public to its “Pride for the Planet” initiative 
being held virtually for Pride Month this June. 
 
Pride for the Planet has already started on June 1 and will close on June 30, 2022. 
 
WWF-Philippines partnered with Runrio Inc., a running event planner, for this fundraiser for the 
LGBTQ+ community and their allies. 
 
Given its virtual nature, participants will finish the distances they registered in the comforts of 
their own homes. 
 
The organization first promoted this event on May 18 via social media. 
 
“#PrideforthePlanet is a celebration and admiration of the #LGBTQIA+ community’s 
perseverance to create an inclusive world for all of us. They have continuously worked on the 
importance of social development and environmental preservation,” the post reads. 
 
“#Pride for the Planet is a sparkling testament to this as this virtual, self-paced 
walk/run/ride/move will raise awareness of our conservation efforts this June. Register to move 
with pride today!” it added. 
 
To encourage more participants, WWF posted an update that winners of their photo competition 
can win prizes from amazing brands such as The Gay Agenda and Milkwear. 
 
In a statement, WWF-Philippines Ambassador Pia Wurtzbach, also Miss Universe 2015, said 
that Pride for the Planet initiative is a “small but significant step” toward both inclusivity and 
environmental conservation. 
“With all that’s happening not just in our country but the entire world, all-embracing solidarity is 
what we need right now. Pride for the Planet is a small but significant step that we can all take 
as we advocate for both inclusivity, and environmental conservation,” Pia said. 
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“Each sector has diverse experiences and perspectives that can put forward innovative designs 
in restoring what was lost from nature and its protection. This is why we should all work 
together, be all-in for the sake of the country and planet we live in,” she added. 

WWF-Philippines Individual Donor Program Manager Stephy Navarrete also said that this 
year’s Pride Month will hopefully raise awareness that anyone can contribute to help make the 
world a safe and sustainable place. 

“Beyond this event, we should make this month a time to realize how everyone, regardless of 
one’s gender, age, and race, can contribute to making a safe and sustainable world that will 
continue to house the next generation,” Navarrete said. 

Those interested can join through this link here: 2022 — WWF-Philippines’ Pride for the Planet 
— Race Roster — Registration, Marketing, Fundraising 

The mechanics for the event are also provided in the registration link. 

The following are the categories and their prices: 

 Solo with medal – P695 
 Solo with medal and shirt – P1,095 
 Partner with two medals – P1,095 
 Partner with two medals and two shirts – P1,895 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/hobbies-interests/2022/06/15/219634/pride-month-

wwf-philippines-holds-virtual-run-walk-move-ride-event-for-lgbqtqia-community/  
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Climate and environment updates 
June 14, 2022 | 3:41pm 

 
 

1 day ago 

Microscopic air pollution caused mostly by burning fossil fuels shortens lives worldwide by more 

than two years, researchers reported Tuesday.  

Across South Asia, the average person would live five years longer if levels of fine particulate 

matter met World Health Organization standards, according to a report from the University of 

Chicago's Energy Policy Institute. 

In the Indian states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, home to 300 million, crippling lung and heart 

disease caused by so-called PM2.5 pollution reduces life expectancy by eight years, and in the 

capital city of New Delhi by a decade. 

PM2.5 pollution — 2.5 microns across or less, roughly the diameter of a human hair 

— penetrates deep into the lungs and enters the bloodstream.  

In 2013, the United Nations classified it as a cancer-causing agent. 

The WHO says PM2.5 density in the air should not top 15 micrograms per cubic meter in any 

24-hour period, or 5 mcg/m3 averaged across an entire year. — AFP 
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US struggles with floods, fires, heat waves Next 
By Agence France-Presse June 16, 2022 

 
FROM A DISTANCE This June 12, 2022 file photo shows Janetta Kathleen, with her horse Squish, watching smoke rising 

above neighborhoods on the outskirts of Flagstaff, Arizona. AP PHOTO 
LOS ANGELES: Raging floods, devastating fires, powerful thunderstorms and a dangerous 

heat wave affecting a third of the population: the United States was being walloped on Tuesday 

(Wednesday in Manila) by climate-related catastrophes. 

A series of slow-motion disasters is gripping the country as it enters summer, with warnings of 

misery for months to come in some areas. 

About 120 million people were under some sort of advisory as a heat wave scorched the upper 

Midwest and the Southeast. 

"A dome of high pressure is expected to generate well-above-normal to record-breaking 

temperatures across the region both today and tomorrow," with heat indices "well into the triple 

digits in many locations," the National Weather Service (NWS) said. 

Parts of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio were warned to expect temperatures to reach 109 degrees 

Fahrenheit (43 degrees Celsius). 

NWS meteorologist Alex Lamers said the high-pressure dome was sparking extreme events 

around its periphery. 

"A lot of times you get a pretty big heat wave and if you look around the edges of that you'll see 

thunderstorms and tornadoes, flash flooding, extreme rainfall," he told Agence France-Presse 

(AFP). 

The heat dome's northern edge, where high temperatures collided with colder air, saw some 

violent storms on Monday. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were without power in the Midwest after thunderstorms tore 

through the area. 

That cold front was expected to bring more unsettled weather, with hail and damaging winds 

forecast. 

Further west, dramatic photographs and videos published by the National Park Service (NPS) 

showed the devastation wreaked by flooding in Yellowstone, the country's oldest national park. 

The 3,400-square-mile (8,900-square-kilometer) park in Wyoming, home to the famous Old 

Faithful geyser, was shuttered on Monday after a flooded river swept away roads and cut off a 

nearby community. 

Rangers warned of "extremely hazardous conditions" and told anyone still in 

the park to get out. 
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Rangers warned of "extremely hazardous conditions" and told anyone still in the park to get 

out. 

"Flood levels measured on the Yellowstone River are beyond record levels," the NPS said on 

its website. "Preliminary assessments show multiple sections of roads throughout the park have 

been either washed out or covered in mud or rocks, and multiple bridges may be affected." 

The small community of Gardiner, which sits just outside the park boundary in Montana, was 

cut off, with water and power out to several properties, the NPS said. 

There were also warnings of excessive heat for parts of California and Arizona, which were 

blasted by furnace-like conditions over the weekend. 

The soaring temperatures, coupled with a lengthy drought, are worsening seasonal wildfires. 

Two huge blazes, each of more than 300,000 acres (120,000 hectares), continued to rage on 

Tuesday in New Mexico. 

Firefighters battling the Black Fire and the Hermits Peak blaze are working to contain flames 

that are fueled by exceedingly dry undergrowth. 

New Mexico and much of the Southwest have been gripped by a punishing drought that has 

left rainfall levels below normal for years. 

Dozens of other fires have sprung up throughout the region. 

Wildfires are an expected part of the natural cycle, which helps remove dead plants and 

eliminate disease while promoting new growth. 

But their size and ferocity have increased in recent years, firefighters say, as the effects of the 

crippling drought make themselves felt. 

"Dry conditions and gusty winds are expected to produce another day of elevated to critical fire 

weather conditions across portions of the Southwest into the central and southern High Plains," 

NWS said on its website. 

Fire chiefs are warning that 2022 looks set to be a terrible year for wildfires. 

"Given the fuel conditions, the fire conditions that we're here talking about, I foresee a very 

tough four, five, six months in front of us," Orange County, California Fire Chief Brian Fennessy 

said last week. 
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PH records 16 more Omicron subvariant cases 
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora June 15, 2022, 4:05 pm 

 

MANILA – The Philippines has detected 16 more cases of Omicron subvariants, the 
Department of Health (DOH) reported Wednesday. 

In a virtual presser, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said six tested positive for 
the BA.5 subvariant-- two from Metro Manila, one each from Cagayan Valley, Western Visayas, 
and Northern Mindanao, and another one whose address is still being verified. 

Meanwhile, the 10 others tested positive for BA.2.12.1. 

At least four of them are from Metro Manila, two are from Calabarzon, one each from Cagayan 
Valley, Bicol, Western Visayas, and one is a returning overseas Filipino. 

Vergeire said the exposure of these persons is currently unknown and travel histories are being 
verified. 

Of the new BA.5 cases, two had mild symptoms while the symptoms of the other four and close 
contacts are still under verification. Five of them are now tagged as recovered, while one is still 
undergoing home isolation. 

As for the additional BA.2.12.1 cases, two also exhibited mild symptoms, three are 
asymptomatic, while the five remaining are still being verified. 

Out of the 10, one is still undergoing treatment while eight have already recovered. The 
remaining one is likewise being verified, said Vergeire. 

She clarified that the increase in Covid-19 cases in Metro Manila and other parts of the country 
"is not directly related" to the entry of the new subvariants. 

"Upang hindi na po tumuloy ang pagtaas at upang manatili tayo sa low risk, patuloy tayong 
sumunod sa minimum public health standards at magpabakuna (To prevent the cases from 
further increasing, we should continue to follow the minimum public health standards and get 
vaccinated)," she said. (PNA) 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1176739  
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Metro Manila to stay under Alert Level 1 until 
end June 
Philstar.com June 15, 2022 | 6:01pm 

 
Daily commuters pay for their jeepney fare in Marikina on Thursday, June 9, 2022. 

The STAR / Walter Bollozos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila will remain under the laxest quarantine classification until 

the end of June despite an uptick in COVID-19 cases that the Department of Health says has 

barely impacted hospital and intensive care utilization rates. 

COVID-19 infections are steadily increasing, with private think tank OCTA Research flagging 

the rise of the reproduction rate in the capital region to 1.59. This is the number of people a 

person with the coronavirus can infect and should ideally be less than one. 

The positivity rate in Metro Manila also increased to 2.7%, although the figure is still below the 

5-percent threshold of the World Health Organization to indicate that the spread of the 

coronavirus is under control. 

The seven-day average of COVID-19 infections also grew by 53% to 131 from 86. 

On Monday, the Department of Health said that the capital region could go back to a more 

stringent Alert Level 2 if the rise in cases leads to a significant increase in hospital admissions. 

DOH recorded 1,682 additional infections from June 6 to 12, 30% higher than a week earlier. — 

Xave Gregorio with a report from Gaea Katreena Cabico 
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Sa pagbaba nang bisa ng bakuna bilang ng 
COVID-19 severe at critical cases, tataas sa 
Agosto 
Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa June 16, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
“There is this projection that maybe by, it might happen, that by August, our hospitalizations will increase and 
there would be more severe and critical cases because of the waning immunity of the population,” ayon kay 

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire. 
AFP / Joseph Prezioso 

MANILA, Philippines — May posibilidad na tumaas ang bilang ng mga pasyenteng may severe 

at critical cases ng COVID-19 sa Agosto dahil sa pagbaba na ng bisa ng bakuna. 

“There is this projection that maybe by, it might happen, that by August, our hospitalizations 

will increase and there would be more severe and critical cases because of the waning 

immunity of the population,” ayon kay Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire. 

Pero sa kasalukuyan ay sinabi ni Vergeire na ‘stable’ pa naman ang bilang ng mga pasyente 

na ang mga kaso ay severe at kritikal. 

Ang dahilan ay sa pagbaba ng immunity ng publiko, ang mababang bilang ng mga nagpapa-

booster shot. 

Sa ngayon, nasa 14.56 milyon pa lamang ang nakatatanggap ng booster shot habang 557,000 

ang naturukan ng ikalawang booster. 

Idagdag pa dito ang banta rin umano ang paglitawan ng mga mas nakakahawang Omicron 

variants lalo na sa mga ayaw pang magpa-booster. 
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