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Dolomite beach, dinagsa na naman 
Published 1 hour ago on June 13, 2022 05:40 AM 
By Sebastian Navarro 

 

Sa muling pagbubukas ng Manila Baywalk Dolomite Beach nitong Linggo, dumagsa na naman 

ang mga bumibisita rito matapos itong isara para dumaan sa ikalawang phase ng 

rehabilitasyon. 

Ang karamihan sa kanila, kasa-kasama ang kanilang pamilya at alas-4 pa ng madaling araw 
dumating. 

Bagama’t sinabi ng mga guwardiya sa mga tao na hapon pa ito magbubukas at wala pang 

katiyakan kung kailan makapagpapasok ng mga tao, ang sabi ng ilan, matiyaga silang 

maghihintay ilang oras man ang abutin. 

Ginanap ang inagurasyon sa dolomite beach alas-4 ng hapon Linggo. 

Samantala, mAHIGPIT pa ring ipinagbabawal ng Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) ang pagligo o paglangoy sa Dolomite Beach kasabay ng pagbubukas nito 
ngayong araw. 

Sinabi ni DENR acting Secretary Jim Sampulna na delikado pa sa kalusugan ng tao ang kalidad 
ng tubig sa nasabing baybayin kaya hindi pa dapat itong pagliguan at paglanguyan. 

Dadgag niya, hindi pa naaabot ng kalidad ng tubig sa Dolomite Beach ang standard fecal 
coliform level para maging ligtas ito sa publiko. 

Bubuksan aniya ito sa publiko para pasyalan lang at hindi para maging venue ng outing o 
swimming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/06/13/dolomite-beach-dinagsa-na-naman/  
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Mga namamasyal dagsa sa Dolomite Beach sa 
Araw ng Kalayaan 

 

June 12, 2022 @ 1:15 PM  18 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines- Bagama’t mamayang hapon pa muling bubuksan ang Dolomite beach 

sa publiko ngunit dagsa na ang mga namamasyal na nag-aabang para sa pagbubukas nito 

kasabay na rin ng pagdiriwang ng ika-124 Araw ng Kalayaan ngayong araw. 

Maaalala na isinara ang Dolomite beach para sa ikalawang yugto ng rehabilitasyon. 

Napag-alaman na gaganapin ang inagurasyon sa dolomite beach alas-4 ng hapon, Linggo. 

Ayon sa Department of Enviroment and Natutal Resources o DENR, sa pagbubukas muli ng 

Dolomite Beach ay mahigpit pa ring paiiralin ng health protocols kontra COVID-19. 

Una nang nagpaalala ang DENR sa publiko na magsuot pa rin ng face mask, at hangga’t 

maaari ay fully vaccinated na. 

Aabot lamang sa 1,500 hanggang 3,500 na katao ang maaaring makapasok sa Dolomite beach 

sa tukoy na mga oras. Jocelyn Tabangcura-Domenden 
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Source: https://www.remate.ph/mga-namamasyal-dagsa-sa-dolomite-beach-sa-araw-ng-

kalayaan/  
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Dolomite Beach dinagsa 
By Abante News Last updated Jun 12, 2022 

 

Dinagsa ng mga tao ang pagbubukas ng Manila Bay Dolomite Beach kasabay sa pagdiriwang 

ng ika-124 taong anibersaryo ng Araw ng Kalayaan kahapon. 

Ganap na alas-kuwatro ng hapon nang muling pasinayaan sa publiko ang nasabing baybayin 

matapos itong isara sa publiko noong Nobyembre ng nakaraang taon para sa ikalawang 

yugto ng rehabitasyon. 

Ayon sa mga dumagsang bisita, alas-kuwatro pa lang ng umaga ay nasa lugar na sila para 
magkaroon ng magandang puwesto sa pagbubukas ng Dolomite Beach. 

Samantala, sinabi naman ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
na pasyalan lang at hindi puwedeng maging venue ng swimming ang artipisyal na ‘white 
sand beach’ dahil hindi pa ligtas sa kalusugan ng tao ang kalidad ng tubig sa baybayin. 
(Sherrylou Nemis) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.abante.com.ph/dolomite-beach-dinagsa/  

 

https://www.abante.com.ph/author/newuserone/
https://www.abante.com.ph/dolomite-beach-dinagsa/
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Pagbubukas uli ng Manila Baywalk Dolomite 
Beach, dinagsa 
ni Lolet Abania | June 12, 2022 

 
"Maganda na ang tanawin ay makakatipid pa." Ginanap ang inagurasyon ng Manila Baywalk Dolomite 

Beach ng alas-4:00 ng hapon, June 12, 2022, araw ng Linggo. Photo: Circulated / SS / CTTO 

Dinagsa ng mga tao ang Manila Baywalk Dolomite Beach, na nasa labas pa lamang at 
naghihintay ng pagbubukas nito, ngayong Linggo, Hunyo 12, kasabay ng pagdiriwang ng Araw 
ng Kalayaan.  
 
 
Una nang inanunsiyo ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang 
nakatakdang pagbubukas muli sa publiko ng artificial “white sand beach” ngayong araw, 
makaraang isara ito upang dumaan sa ikalawang phase ng kailangang rehabilitasyon.  
 
 
Karamihan sa kanila ay pami-pamilya na pumunta roon ng alas-4:00 pa lamang ng madaling-
araw. May iba na naglatag na lamang ng tela at nag-picnic sa labas ng Manila Baywalk 
Dolomite Beach habang matiyagang naghihintay na magbukas at makapasok sa loob.  
 
 
Kahit na inabisuhan na ang mga ito ng mga guwardiya na hapon pa magbubukas ang dolomite 
beach at walang katiyakan kung kailan sila magpapapasok, maghihintay pa rin anila sila ilang 
oras man o gaano katagal ito abutin.  
 
 
Marami kasi sa mga ito, ang gustong doon na magdiwang ng kanilang kaarawan dahil sa anila, 
maganda na ang tanawin ay makakatipid pa. Ginanap ang inagurasyon ng Manila Baywalk 
Dolomite Beach ng alas-4:00 ng hapon ngayong Linggo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbubukas-uli-ng-manila-baywalk-dolomite-

beach-dinagsa  

 

https://www.bulgaronline.com/column/categories/lolet-abania
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbubukas-uli-ng-manila-baywalk-dolomite-beach-dinagsa
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbubukas-uli-ng-manila-baywalk-dolomite-beach-dinagsa
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Dolomite Beach will be re-opened in the celebration 
of Independence Day 
by Village Connecta day ago 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna 

said the Manila Bay Dolomite Beach will be reopened to the public on June 12 coinciding with 

the country’s celebration of Independence Day. 

Initially scheduled to reopen in May, the DENR has moved the date as some infrastructures 

have yet to be finished in the area. 

“We are excited to open the dolomite beach to the public again on June 12. This is the good 

legacy of the Duterte administration, that’s why we really aim to open it before President 

Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s term ends,” said Sampulna. 

 

According to DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, and International Affairs Jonas R. 

Leones, the 500-meter beach nourishment project, which started in 2020, has withstood rains, 

typhoons and floods yet remains intact. 

“This proves that the dolomite beach, thanks to the assistance of the Department of Public 

Works and Highways and the other agencies, is stable and will prevail,” he added. 

Leones bared that the opening of the dolomite beach beside the US Embassy in Manila will be 

held with the unveiling of the World War II Heritage Cannon in the Remedios area “to encourage 

patriotism among the public and to signify that the battle to cleanup Manila Bay is not yet over.” 

The Heritage Cannon is one of the original World War II cannons from Fort Drum Island situated 

at the mouth of Manila Bay. 

Even after the current administration, Leones said the Manila Bay Dolomite Beach will remain 

part of the rehabilitation approach in cleaning Manila Bay in accordance with the writ of 

continuing mandamus issued by the Supreme Court in 2008. 

 

 

 

https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
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Meanwhile, Manila Bay Coordinating Office Executive Director Jacob F. Meimban clarified that 

the beach reopening is only for visitation, walking, and sunset viewing, and not yet for swimming 

as water quality is still not within the 100 most probable number per 100 milliliters (MPN/100 

mL) standard fecal coliform level. 

Meimban is positive that the water quality will further improve by the end of the year as one 

station in the dolomite beach is already at 920 MPN/100 mL coliform level, as of May 13. 

Before the start of the rehabilitation efforts, waters near the Manila Baywalk have registered an 

average coliform level of 5.75 million MPN/100 mL, based on the MBCO’s data in 2019. 

Once it reopens, the DENR will allow 1,500 to 3,500 persons at a given time inside the 500-

meter span of the dolomite beach to ensure that the minimum health protocols are strictly 

followed. 

Meimban added that online pre-registration is not needed under Alert Level 1, but encouraged 

visitors to be fully vaccinated before their visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/dolomite-beach-will-be-re-opened-in-the-

celebration-of-independence-day/9609  

 

https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/dolomite-beach-will-be-re-opened-in-the-celebration-of-independence-day/9609
https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/dolomite-beach-will-be-re-opened-in-the-celebration-of-independence-day/9609
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TO THE BEACH 
June 13, 2022 

 
People flock to the Dolomite Beach in Manila, which was reopened on Sunday, June 12, 2022, coinciding 

with the observance of the country’s 124th Independence Day. PHOTO BY J. GERARD SEGUIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/photos/to-the-beach/1847196  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/photos/to-the-beach/1847196
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Local tourists visit Manila Baywalk Dolomite beach 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jun 12 2022 09:55 PM 

 

Local tourists visit the Manila Baywalk Dolomite Beach in Manila as it reopens to the public on 

Sunday, Independence Day. The dolomite beach will be open from 6AM to 6 PM starting June 

13, Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/multimedia/photo/06/12/22/manila-baywalk-dolomite-

beach-reopens  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/multimedia/photo/06/12/22/manila-baywalk-dolomite-beach-reopens
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/multimedia/photo/06/12/22/manila-baywalk-dolomite-beach-reopens
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9u0N_CUUa8  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9u0N_CUUa8
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_BOraXO92U  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/videos/887256279335566  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1420579661681249/?app=fbl  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1420480628357819/?app=fbl  
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DENR celebrates 35th year re-organization 

 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (File Photo) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A  June 12, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) celebrated its 35th year 

reorganization on June 10. 

 

The DENR regional office hosted a thanksgiving mass for its 35th anniversary celebration. 

This year’s celebration is themed, “Pistang Pamilyang DENR para sa Tuloy-tuloy na 

Pagkakaisa at Tagumpay.” 

 

This highlights the triumph, hope, and strong camaraderie of its officials and employees in the 

fulfillment of the agency’s duties and responsibilities during these complex and uncertain times. 

 

The DENR was reorganized on June 10, 1987, by virtue of Executive Order No. 192. It is the 

primary agency of the government responsible for the conservation, management, 

development, and proper use of the country’s environment and natural resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931713/pampanga/local-news/denr-celebrates-

35th-year-re-organization  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/969/ian-ocampo-flora
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931713/pampanga/local-news/denr-celebrates-35th-year-re-organization
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931713/pampanga/local-news/denr-celebrates-35th-year-re-organization
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Public urged to dispose waste properly, segregate 

 
COASTAL CLEAN UP (DENR photo) 

June 12, 2022 

PEOPLE in Central Luzon are being asked to dispose and segregate waste properly due to the 

accumulation of used face masks and other personal protective equipment which are mostly 

non-biodegradable as the pandemic goes on. 

 

According to Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Assistant Regional 

Director for Management Services Laudemir Salac, daily wastes generated nationwide reached 

about 5.59 million kilos, thus the need to segregate trash. 

“Data from the Environmental Management Bureau shows that in the previous year, Of these 

mixed wastes, about 3.91 million kilos composed of both biodegradable and non-

biodegradables; 1.39 million kilos are being disposed; while 279,920 kilos are residual wastes 

which should be disposed in sanitary landfill areas,” he said. 

 

With this amount of garbage generated daily, Salac stressed the negative impacts it can cause 

to the environment if these wastes were not properly disposed and segregated. 

 

"One of these is water pollution, which can result if wastes will be dumped in creeks and 

estuaries and go down to the major river systems like Manila Bay, and ultimately down to the 

coastal areas," he said. 

When this happens, Salac said marine resources will be contaminated and may die. In addition, 

this can also increase the risk of flooding if drainages get clogged with garbage. 

 

“There is also air pollution in cases of open dumpsite, where wastes just piled up and not 

segregated. In the process of decomposition of unmanaged waste, it produces methane gas 

which is one of the greenhouse gases that affects the ozone layer and contributes to global 

warming. Also, during this process, carbon dioxide is produced which can also contribute to a 

rise in atmospheric temperature,” he said. 

 

With these negative impacts to the environment, Salac urged the public to start proper waste 

management and disposal at home. 

 

He said people should be reminded of proper segregation, and the need to intensify recycling. 

 

“We should avoid single-use plastics. We don't want bottled mineral water anymore. We 

advocate the use of tumblers. We need to beef up our recycling program in the Philippines 

since it is not yet very efficient. We keep on producing these PET bottles and this one-time use 

plastics like straws in fast foods that will just accumulate after use. However, we should start 

using alternatives to those,” Salac said. 

Salac cited the need to reduce, reuse, and recycle by transforming one product into another 

useful product; and refusing to use Styrofoams, and instead opt for biodegradable containers 

like those made of starch. 
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Salac cited the need to reduce, reuse, and recycle by transforming one product into another 

useful product; and refusing to use Styrofoams, and instead opt for biodegradable containers 

like those made of starch. 

 

The DENR also urged municipal government to establish their own materials recovery facility 

and create compost pit for fertilizers. 

 

Salac assured that DENR will continue to strengthen public awareness through conduct of 

dialogues with barangay officials and their counterparts in the local government units to provide 

technical assistance and monitor their compliance to ecological solid waste management. 

 

“We will also continue with our information, education, and communication program to involve 

the community to further develop their behavior towards proper waste management,” he 

said. (JTD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931716/pampanga/local-news/public-urged-to-

dispose-waste-properly-segregate  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931716/pampanga/local-news/public-urged-to-dispose-waste-properly-segregate
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931716/pampanga/local-news/public-urged-to-dispose-waste-properly-segregate
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Angeles mayor orders Material Recovery Facility 

shutdown 
C H A R L E N E  A .  C A Y A B Y A B  

June 12, 2022 

 

ANGELES City Mayor Carmelo “Pogi” Lazatin Jr. ordered to completely close down the 

temporary Material Recovery Facility (MRF) in Barangay Mining beginning June 15, 2022. 

 

Lazatin said this during his meeting with Chief Adviser and Tactician IC Calaguas, City 

Engineer and concurrent Environmental Management System Head Donato Dizon, and Pipo 

Soliman of MRF. 

Lazatin said the city will no longer use an MRF, instead, all of the waste that will be collected 

will go straight to the sanitary landfill in Porac town. 

 

“We will no longer use an MRF. Nakipag-coordinate na po tayo sa Porac para rito,” Lazatin 

said. 

 

Dizon said dump trucks will head straight to the landfill on the same day as the garbage 

collection. 

“Bale ang arrangement po, kung ano po ang araw ng kolekta ng truck sa barangay, iyon din po 

ang araw na dadalhin nila ang nakolektang basura sa Porac landfill,” Dizon said. 

 

“Ang utos po ni Mayor Lazatin, hindi na gagamitin ang MRF,” he added. 

 

Lazatin continues to encourage Angeleños to practice proper waste segregation. 

 

Aside from this, the “Walang Plastikan: Plastik Palit Bigas Project” launched by Mayor Lazatin 

continues to operate via schedule in the 33 barangays. 

 

The city, through the efforts of Lazatin, also acquired a Bilis Walis truck and plastic shredding 

machines, both a first in Pampanga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931782/pampanga/local-news/angeles-mayor-

orders-material-recovery-facility-shutdown  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/705/charlene-a-cayabyab
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931782/pampanga/local-news/angeles-mayor-orders-material-recovery-facility-shutdown
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931782/pampanga/local-news/angeles-mayor-orders-material-recovery-facility-shutdown
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Mine firm fears $6-M loss over 'squatting' row 
By Leander C. Domingo 

June 13, 2022 

QUEZON, Nueva Vizcaya: A national government-sanctioned British mining corporation in 

Barangay Runruno here over the weekend said it has suffered losses and is on the verge of 

losing $6.2 million (P328 million) more this month as a result of its failure to access part of its 

contract area claimed by "surface occupants" and others tagged as "illegal settlers." 

FCF Minerals Corp. said it cannot fully operate and exercise its mining rights over the mining 

contract area as the company is being prevented by occupants who claim to have a right over 

the area and are entitled to just compensation. 

"Also because the company does not have full access to the area due to resistance from 

surface occupants, there is already an instability against the slope of the remaining knob, which 

might fail both sides of the slope due to lack of buttressing and anchoring," FCF Minerals said 

in a statement. 

These and other factors, according to the company, are also creating a threat to the safety of 

the people working within the area. 

As surface occupants of the mine contract area, some members of the Guillao family in 

Runruno and other illegal settlers also claim to be holders of a tenurial instrument as members 

of an indigenous cultural community. 

They said FCF Minerals should secure the free prior and informed consent (FPIC) of the tribal 

migrants of the village. 

The National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), however, noted that the project area 

of MTL Philippines or FCF Minerals Corp. which is situated in Runruno village, particularly in 

the subvillages of Tayab and Malilibeg, "does not fall within, contains the whole, nor overlaps 

a portion of an ancestral domain." 

As early as Nov. 16, 2007, the NCIP has already decided in a case filed by the Runruno 

Landowners Association Inc. against FCF Mining Corp. that an FPIC is not applicable as the 

mining contract area is not part of an ancestral domain of any tribal group in the area. 

The association then petitioned the NCIP for injunction and prohibition with preliminary 

injunction with prayer of temporary restraining order against respondent FCF Minerals, among 

others, but was dismissed for lack of merit. 

"Respondent [FCF Minerals Corp. et. al] cannot be directed to secure the Free and Prior 

Informed Consent (FPIC) of the tribal migrants of Runruno, Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya, who [do] 

not own an ancestral domain," the NCIP stated in its decision. 

This was also confirmed by the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources sub-office in 

Bayombong town in this province, which issued a certification dated March 22, 2022, that the 

subject property in the mining area claimed by the Guillao family members and others is found 

to be within timberland, and thus, owned by the state and not private property. 

According to the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) in Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) headed 

by Director Mario Ancheta, FCF Minerals Corp. is a holder of a financial or technical assistance 

agreement (FTAA) issued in 2009 giving it the exclusive right over the mine contract area 

consisting of more than 3,000 hectares located at Runruno village. 

 

Ancheta explained that the FTAA, which FCF entered into with the 

government as a mining contractor, gave the company the right to enter the 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
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Ancheta explained that the FTAA, which FCF entered into with the government as a mining 

contractor, gave the company the right to enter the subject property for purposes of mining for 

the government. 

Meanwhile, FCF Minerals said because the company is now in the commercial operation period 

of its FTAA, it needs to use additional portions of the contract area for the expansion of its 

mining operations. 

It added that as early as 2015, it commenced negotiations with the Guillao family members, 

among others, for the compensation of their improvement and their other surface rights in the 

area but they demanded exorbitant values for the property they occupied. 

Because of the failure of the negotiations, FCF Minerals in the same year requested the MGB 

Region 2 to allow its entry into the subject untitled property to conduct its mining operations. 

It also applied for the bond to enter by posting the amount of P500,000, and on Jan. 8, 2019, 

MGB Region 2 approved the company's application for bond to enter public land, allowing FCF 

entry to operate within the subject forest land occupied by the Guillao family and other illegal 

settlers. 

Based on the MGB's Mine Management Division assessment report dated Aug. 3, 2015, which 

provided that the value of the property found in the subject area is worth P320,010, the 

approved bond amounting to P500,000 shows that it is more than enough to cover the possible 

damage over the improvements. 

FCF Minerals said despite compliance with all the requirements by the company allowing it to 

enter the lands within the contract area under its FTAA, the Guillao family, among other settlers, 

still refuses to vacate, thus delaying an economic development project of the government of 

which it is the contractor. 

LEANDER C. DOMINGO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/news/regions/mine-firm-fears-6-m-loss-over-

squatting-row/1847150  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/news/regions/mine-firm-fears-6-m-loss-over-squatting-row/1847150
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/news/regions/mine-firm-fears-6-m-loss-over-squatting-row/1847150


June 13, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Kanselasyon ng quarrying ipinanawagan kay 
Pangulong Duterte 
Doris Franche - Pilipino Star Ngayon June 13, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Ang panawagan kay Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte ay kasunod ng kabiguan ni Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna na kanselahin at sa halip ay sinuspinde lamang ang mga 
Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSAs) ng sister quarry companies na Rapid City Realty and 

Development Corporation at Quarry Rock Group, gayundin ang sa Quimson Limestone Inc. 
twitter.com / DENROfficial 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Pinapakansela ng iba’t ibang grupo ng mga eksperto at mamamayan 

kay Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte ang quarrying agreements na napapaloob sa Upper 

Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape at Masungi Geopark Project bago siya bumaba sa 

puwesto. 

Ang panawagan kay Duterte ay kasunod ng kabiguan ni Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna na kanselahin at sa halip ay sinuspinde 

lamang ang mga Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSAs) ng sister quarry companies 

na Rapid City Realty and Development Corporation at Quarry Rock Group, gayundin ang sa 

Quimson Limestone Inc. 

Ang tatlong kumpanya ay mayroong mga MPSA na sumasaklaw sa higit sa 1,300 ektarya ng 

mga protektadong lugar at wildlife sanctuaries. 

Pangamba pa ng mga grupo na maaaring tanggalin ang mga suspensyon anumang oras, kung 

kayat giit ng mga ito na ang tamang aksyon ay ang pagkansela ng mga MPSA. 

Ayon sa batas, ang protektadong lugar at mga pambansang parke ay sarado sa pagmimina. 

Paliwanag pa ng mga eksperto na pinoprotektahan ng watershed ang Metro Manila at ang 

lalawigan ng Rizal mula sa mapaminsalang pagbaha. 

Paliwanag naman ng mga katutubong Dumagat-Remontando, maglalaho ang bundok at 

matutuyo ang tubig sa patuloy na quarrying. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-

ngayon/bansa/2022/06/13/2188022/kanselasyon-ng-quarrying-ipinanawagan-kay-pangulong-

duterte  
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'It will erase the sacred mountain': Dumagats plead 

Duterte to cancel quarry pacts in Masungi 
Published June 12, 2022, 2:41 PM 

by Martin Sadongdong 

 

A group of indigenous people (IP) once again prodded President Duterte to cancel the 

large-scale quarrying agreements found within the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected 

Landscape and the Masungi Geopark Project before he steps down from office on June 30. 

 
(File photo courtesy of Masungi Georeserve Facebook page) 

The Dumagat-Remontado tribe in Antipolo, Rizal warned that the quarrying will erase the 

“sacred mountain” that have protected the people against devastating typhoons for many years. 

“Kung matutuloy ang quarrying ay maglalaho ang ang sagradong bundok dahil miminahin ang 

bato at papatagin ito. Ang mga ilog at tubig ay matutuyot (If the quarrying continues, the sacred 

mountain will be erased because they will mine and flatten the rocks. The water will also dry 

up),” they said in a statement on Sunday, June 15. 

The Dumagat-Remontado tribe made the appeal as they expressed discontent with the 

suspension of the Mineral Production Sharing Agreements (MPSAs) imposed by Department 

of Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna against the Rapid City Realty 

and Development Corporation, Quarry Rock Group, and Quimson Limestone Inc. 

In April, more than 30 renowned experts including lawyer-advocate Antonio Oposa Jr., 

environmental champion and former Puerto Princesa City Mayor Edward Hagedorn, University 

of Santo Tomas (UST) College of Science Dean Rey Papa, and Manila Observatory Head Ft. 

Jett Villarin called for the cancellation of the MPSAs of the three sister quarry companies which, 

according to them, cover more than 1,300 hectares of protected areas and wildlife sanctuaries. 

The Dumagat-Remontado tribe and the advocates said the suspension order “can be lifted any 

time” so the “threat of quarrying remains.” 

They said the “correct action” should be the cancellation of the MPSAs since “the law is clear 

that protected areas and national parks are closed to mining.” 

The watershed’s forests and biodiversity protects Metro Manila and Rizal Province from 

disastrous flooding and other harmful effects of the climate crisis. 

According to a recent National Museum of the Philippines report, major land and hydrologic 

disturbances in and around Masungi, such as quarrying, can have expensive consequences to 

life, property, and the economy. 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/12/it-will-erase-the-sacred-mountain-dumagats-plead-

duterte-to-cancel-quarry-pacts-in-masungi/  
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Kanselasyon ng Masungi quarrying hinirit 
By Abante News Last updated Jun 12, 2022 

 

Umapela kay Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte ang mga environmentalist group na tuluyan ng 

kanselahin ang quarrying agreements sa Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape at 

Masungi Geopark Project sa Rizal bago ito bumaba sa puwesto sa Hunyo 30. 

Ito’y matapos na suspendihin lang ng DENR ang mga Mineral Production Sharing Agreement 
(MPSA) ng Rapid City Realty and Development Corporation at Quarry Rock Group gayundin 
ang Quimson Limestone Inc. na sumasaklaw sa mahigit 1,300 ektarya ng mga protektadong 
lugar at wildlife sanctuary sa bansa. 

Anila, maaaring tanggalin ang suspensiyon anumang oras para matuloy ang proyekto 
gayung labag sa batas ang pagmimina sa mga protektadong lugar at mga pambansang parke. 
Pinoprotektahan umano ng watershed ang Metro Manila at lalawigan ng Rizal mula sa pagbaha 
at maaaring makapinsala sa buhay, ari-arian at ekonomiya ng bansa ang pag-quarry sa loob 
at paligid ng Masungi. 

Nababahala rin ang mga katutubong Dumagat-Remontando sa posibleng pagkawala ng 
sagradong bundok dahil sa pagmimina ng bato, pagpatag ng bundok at pagtuyo ng mga ilog. 
Nitong Abril, naglabas ng open letter ang mahigit 30 eksperto kabilang sina Atty. Antonio Oposa 
Jr., Edward Hagedorn, UST Science Dean Rey Papa at Manila Observatory Head Fr. Jett 
Villarin para sa kanselasyon ng MPSA. 

Samantala, iginiit ng nasabing mga kompanya na ang lugar na sakop ng mga MPSA ay 
naging ‘private lands’ at hindi pag-aari ng estado. Gayunman, walang naibigay na patunay ang 
mga ito na pag-aari ng mga quarry sa lupa. (Dolly Cabreza) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.abante.com.ph/kanselasyon-ng-masungi-quarrying-hinirit/  
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Intra-Asean exchange for climate programs eyed 
By Mayvelin U. Caraballo June 13, 2022 

 
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 3rd is proposing the establishment of an intra-Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

exchange of information on climate action projects. PHOTO BY JOHN RYAN BALDEMOR 

FINANCE Secretary Carlos Dominguez 3rd is proposing an intra-Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (Asean) exchange of information on climate action projects backed by the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB). 

Dominguez asked the ADB to lead the initiative that would let regional organization's member-

nations to share knowledge and best practices on localized climate adaptation and mitigation 

projects, the agency announced in a statement released over the weekend. 

It said Dominguez stressed that his proposal is a better alternative rather than depending 

entirely on international fora like the annual United Nations Conference of the Parties, which 

focuses on the larger picture in solving the climate catastrophe and sometimes overlooks 

solutions best-suited to local communities. 

"Climate change might be a global problem. The issue, however, exhibits itself most starkly in 

our smallest communities. I am sure that the ADB will be ready to help us promote the exchange 

of climate change action and adaptation practices among the Asean countries," he was quoted 

as saying. 

The Department of Finance (DoF) said Dominguez made this request while the Philippines 

exchanged documents with the ADB to mark the signing of two loan agreements. One loan 

agreement is the $250-million policy-based loan for the Climate Change Action Program, 

Subprogram 1 (CCAP1), which aims to promote the country's climate action agenda. 

The signing of the loan agreement for the CCAP1 makes the Philippines one of the region's 

pioneers in climate policy development funding, the DoF underscored, as this is the ADB's first 

climate change policy-based credit. 

"This initiative will hopefully encourage other countries to design and accelerate the 

implementation of their own climate programs. This sends a very strong signal to the 

international community that the Philippines is fully committed to deliver on our climate 

ambitions," Dominguez said. 

"We hope to inspire other emerging economies not only with our determination but also with 

innovative financial systems," he added. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/business/top-business/intra-asean-exchange-

for-climate-programs-eyed/1847175  
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Disaster reduction and insurance 
INSURANCE INSIGHTS 
By Herminia Jacinto June 13, 2022 

RECENT events in the country and elsewhere in the world have highlighted the serious 

problems brought about by climate change. Typhoons and floods are events that have become 

ordinary happenings in the Philippines. But of late, we have had more serious ones such as 

storm surges, heavy flooding and landslides, caused by nonstop strong rains. Earthquakes 

have come more frequently than before, and it looks like the dormant volcanoes have suddenly 

awakened. The latest was the mild eruption of Mount Bulusan in Sorsogon, which had been 

inactive for a long time. Pagasa has declared that the rainy season has officially started, and 

true to form, the " announcement" came with thunderstorms and rains almost everyday. 

There is no way by which these events can be stopped or controlled. So, all that can be done 

is to reduce the impact of these disasters if and when they happen. All over the world, 

governments and the private sector are collaborating to mitigate the negative results of these 

disasters. Measures to protect property, people and the environment are the subject of various 

discussions in conferences and meetings among experts on the subject. 

What are we doing in the Philippines? It will be good for the public to know that protection is 

being thought of and steps are being taken to protect them from these catastrophes or 

disasters. Both the government and the private sector have to join forces to have a scientific 

and concerted approach to the problems brought about by climate change. 

The Climate Change Commission, which was created under the Office of the President, is the 

sole policy making body tasked to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate the programs and action 

plans of the government relating to climate change pursuant to the provisions of the Philippine 

Climate Change Act (RA 9729), also known as the "Climate Change Act of 2009." The 

President of the Philippines is the chairman of the commission with three commissioners 

assisting him. It is the local government units which are the frontline agencies in the 

implementation of the action plans as determined by the commission. The other government 

agencies with which the commission has to coordinate and work closely with are the National 

Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). We are signatories to the 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, an international document adopted by the 

United Nations member states at the world conference held in Sendai Japan in March 2015. 

The Sendai Framework aims to achieve the substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in 

lives and in the economic, physical, social, cultural, and environmental assets of persons, 

businesses, communities and countries over the next 15 years. 

The private sector has established Arise-Philippines, the Local Network of Arise (the private 

sector alliance for disaster-resilient societies). The partnership between SM Prime Holdings 

and UNDRR paved the way for the creation of Arise-Philippines. To date, the network has 88 

private sector organizations as members that share the vision of a resilient, prosperous future 

where fewer lives are lost to disasters, capital assets, and investments are risk informed, and 

infrastructure is resilient to natural and man-made hazards. Arise-Philippines is co-chaired by 

Hans Sy, chairman of the executive committee of SM Prime Holdings and (ret.) vice admiral 

Alexander P. Pama, consultant for disaster risk resilience. 

Another private sector initiative to increase the country's financial resilience against natural 

disasters is the Philippine Catastrophe Insurance Facility, with the full support of our Insurance 

Commission and the Department of Finance. This facility will allow nonlife insurers to cede their 

catastrophe risks to this pool or facility. The risks will be divided among the members which will 

allow more capacity, sustainable premium rates, thus providing the insuring public wider access 

to insurance protection. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61774473  
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allow more capacity, sustainable premium rates, thus providing the insuring public wider access 

to insurance protection. 

For a better appreciation of the disaster reduction initiatives of the government and the private 

sector, especially the nonlife insurance industry, we invite the public to attend the 2nd Virtual 

Summit on Climate Change on June 22 to 23, 2022, mornings only. This summit is hosted by 

the Insurance Institute for Asia and the Pacific and Insurance Philippines. Speakers, both local 

and foreign, who are very knowledgeable about risks and risk reduction will share their 

expertise with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/13/opinion/columns/disaster-reduction-and-

insurance/1847121  
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Nations are pledging to create ocean 
preserves–how do those promises add up? 
BYTHE CONVERSATION JUNE 12, 2022 

 

By Kirsten Grorud-Colvert | Oregon State University 
The Conversation 

Billions of people around the world rely on the ocean for food, income and cultural identity. But 

climate change, overfishing and habitat destruction are unraveling ocean ecosystems. 

As a marine ecologist, I study ways to improve ocean conservation and management by 

protecting key areas of the ocean. Many nations have created or promised to create marine 

protected areas – zones that may restrict activities like fishing, shipping and aquaculture. But 

decades of research have shown that not all marine protected areas are created equal, and 

that the most effective preserves restrict damaging activities. 

Tallying pledges 

Many governing bodies around the world have responded to the ocean crisis by pledging to 

protect swaths of ocean within their territories. To see how these commitments added up, my 

colleagues and I recently evaluated ocean conservation commitments announced from 2014 

through 2019 at the yearly Our Ocean Conferences—high-level international meetings initiated 

by the US State Department. (More recent meetings were canceled during the Covid-19 

pandemic.) 

A number of countries have made ambitious commitments. At the Our Ocean Conferences 

from 2014 through 2019, 62 countries pledged to protect areas of their ocean. Fourteen nations, 

including the Seychelles and Chile, committed to protect more than 38,000 square miles 

(100,000 square kilometers) within their waters. 

Unfortunately, even if all of these commitments are fully implemented, they will protect only 4 

percent of the world’s ocean. Adding in all other protected areas and outstanding commitments 

made in other forums raises that figure to 8.9 percent. 

The number is likely to rise as additional countries join in. For example, on May 30, 2022, the 

South Pacific island nation of Niue pledged to protect 100 percent of its national waters. They 

cover 122,000 square miles (317,500 square kilometers)—an area roughly the size of Vietnam. 

Most recently, the Biden administration proposed on June 8, 2022, to designate Hudson 

Canyon, which lies southeast of New York City in the Atlantic and is one of the largest 

underwater canyons in the world, as a national marine sanctuary. The canyon provides habitat 

for sperm whales, sea turtles, deep-sea corals and other sensitive species. 

Adding urgency to this effort, negotiations at the United Nations continue around a proposed 
target to protect at least 30 percent of Earth’s land and sea areas by 2030. More than 90 
countries, including the US, have endorsed this goal. 
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Adding urgency to this effort, negotiations at the United Nations continue around a proposed 

target to protect at least 30 percent of Earth’s land and sea areas by 2030. More than 90 

countries, including the US, have endorsed this goal. 

Clearly this is strong progress, but much work remains. Nations have failed to carry out past 

international conservation pledges. And meaningful marine protection involves more than 

stating high-level commitments. 

Promises, promises 

Today some marine protected areas offer significant protection for fish and other sea life, but 

others exist mainly on paper. 

For example, the Southern Ocean around Antarctica is one of the least-altered marine zones 

on Earth, but fishing is expanding there, and only 5 percent of it is currently protected. 

Deliberations over two proposed protected areas there, in the East Antarctic and the Weddell 

Sea, have continued for years. 

In many protected areas, damaging activities are permitted. For example, the Habitat Protection 

Zones of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef Marine Park allow multiple types of fishing. 

I served on an international team that published a broad framework for planning and assessing 

marine protected areas in 2021. Our key message was that effectively conserving ocean 

habitats and marine life will require working together with local communities and governments 

to create more marine protected areas and set tighter curbs on destructive activities. 

We designed this guide to provide an accurate, science-based picture of how much actual 

conservation these protected areas will deliver. It complements the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature’s well-established categories for protected areas—guidelines that the 

United Nations and many national governments use for defining protected areas. 

The IUCN categories describe types of management at various sites. For example, a Category 

II national park sets aside large swaths of land or sea. But the categories don’t specify what 

kinds of activities are allowed there or describe their impact. Our guide adds four new elements 

that are particularly relevant for tracking and decision-making. 

First, it identifies whether a protected area is simply a concept, an operational area with 

effective governance and regulations, or something in between. This is important, because it 

can take years to move from drafting a proposal to actually conserving a swath of ocean. 

Second, the guide outlines four levels of protection: 1) fully protected, with no destructive 

activities allowed; 2) highly protected, with only minimal human impacts; 3) lightly protected, 

with moderate impacts; 4) minimally protected, with destructive activities allowed. 

This last category can still qualify as a protected area if conserving biodiversity is its primary 

goal and no industrial activities, like mining and drilling, are permitted. 

Third, successful marine protected areas must be planned, designed and managed equitably. 

An open process is crucial to earn public support. This includes co-managing and incorporating 

traditional knowledge from Indigenous peoples and the experience of local fishers and other 

people who use the area. 

Finally, once a marine protected area is established, it needs to receive adequate political 

support and financing, particularly for projects that rely on international investment. 

 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61774473  
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Raising the bar 

Applying these criteria will help policymakers develop more effective marine protections and 

assess what existing protected areas are accomplishing. For instance, measured by these 

standards, we found that only 3 percent of all existing and pledged marine protected areas from 

Our Ocean Conferences would be considered fully or highly protected. 

Experts in Canada, Indonesia, the US, and other countries are already using this guide to 

evaluate existing marine protected areas so that communities and governments can make 

informed decisions and adjust policies accordingly. 

While ocean protection has far to go, I see reason for optimism. At the most recent Our Ocean 

Conference, in the Pacific island nation of Palau in April 2022, nations made more than 400 

new commitments to take steps including creating new protected areas and reducing marine 

pollution and illegal and unregulated fishing. 

These pledges involved some $16.35 billion in funding, on top of $91.4 billion already 

committed at previous conferences. I believe that if nations use these resources to create the 

kind of high-quality protected areas described in our guide, there is great hope for conserving 

ocean life. 

Vanessa Constant, associate program officer with the Ocean Studies Board of the National 

Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, contributed to this article. 

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative Commons license. Read the original 

article here: https://theconversation.com/nations-are-pledging-to-create-ocean-preserves-how-

do-those-promises-add-up-180756. 

Image credits: SKYPIXEL | DREAMSTIME.COM 
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Climate change a bigger threat than war, Fiji 
tells security summit 
Published 15 hours ago 

 
GETTY IMAGES 

Fiji's Nananu-I-Ra island: Many Pacific states are low-lying and prone to flooding 

 

Fiji has told an Asian security summit that climate change is a bigger threat to the Pacific 
than military tensions. 
 
"Machine guns, fighter jets... are not our primary security concern. The single greatest threat 
to our very existence is climate change," Fiji Defence Minister Inia Seruiratu said. 
 
He was addressing a summit in Singapore which has focused on China-US tensions and the 
Ukraine war. 
 
Cyclones have repeatedly battered Fiji and other low-lying Pacific countries. 
 
"It threatens our very hopes and dreams of prosperity. Human-induced, devastating climate 
change," Mr Seruiratu told the forum, called the Shangri-La Dialogue. 
 
Floods in Fiji caused by tropic cyclones have displaced thousands of people in recent years 
and wrought economic havoc. 
 
Pacific states have urged advanced industrialised nations to do more to combat climate 
change. 
 
"Waves are crashing at our doorsteps, winds are battering our homes, we are being assaulted 
by this enemy from many angles," Mr Seruiratu told delegates. 
 
The world is now about 1.2C warmer than it was in the 19th Century - the result of humans 
burning fossil fuels, which release greenhouse gases, mostly carbon dioxide (CO2). 
 
But much attention has focused on China's growing challenge to Western strategic interests in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
In April China signed a security pact with the Solomon Islands, causing concern in Australia, 
New Zealand and the US. The details of it were not disclosed. 
 
Besides the Solomons, Pacific island nations have not so far reached consensus on China's 
proposal for a new regional trade and security pact. 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61774473  
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Philippines confirms 308 new COVID-19 cases, 

highest since April 20 
ABS-CBN News Posted at Jun 13 2022 12:05 AM 

 
Commuters wait for a ride along EDSA southbound in Makati City on June 9, 2022. Mark Demayo, ABS-CBN News 

MANILA - The Philippines recorded 308 new COVID-19 cases on Sunday, data from the Department of Health 

(DOH) showed. 

This is the highest daily tally in almost two months, or since April 20, ABS-CBN Data Analytics Team head 
Edson Guido said. 

The number of active COVID cases in the country is 2,918. Of the fresh infections, 153 are from Metro Manila. 

The country's total cases has climbed to 3,693,222. 

The positivity rate from June 5 to 11 is at 1.9 percent, higher than the 1.2 percent recorded the previous week, 
Guido added. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1157132  
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The first confirmed coronavirus infection in the Philippines was reported on January 30, 2020, 
involving a Chinese woman who arrived from Wuhan City, China were the disease is believed 
to have first emerged. 

DOH Data from the Department of Health showed the number of deaths at 60,461, with no new 
death recorded Sunday. The total recoveries also reached 3,629,843. 

From May 30 to June 5, the country recorded 1,295 new COVID-19 cases or an average of 
185 per day, which is 1.4 percent lower than the cases reported from the previous week, the 
DOH said.  

The DOH earlier announced the detection of the highly transmissible omicron BA.4 subvariant 
from a Filipino who traveled from the Middle East earlier in May.  

Some 69.5 million or 77.24 percent of the target 90 million people in the country have been 
fully vaccinated against the respiratory disease. Of those who received their primary series, 14 
million have received their booster shots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/13/22/ph-confirms-308-new-covid-cases-highest-

since-april-20  
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QC sees possible spike in Covid-19 cases in next 2 

weeks 
 June 12, 2022, 8:06 pm 

 

MANILA – The Quezon City local government raised its Covid-19 early warning level to “yellow” 
status after it recorded an average of 26 cases per day the past week. 

According to the QC Epidemiology and Disease Surveillance Unit (QCESU) on Sunday, aside 
from the jump in average daily cases, two other indicators were also observed as of June 9. 

The average positivity rate doubled to 3.10 percent from 1.50 percent from May 27 to June 2. 

In addition, the estimated reproduction number climbed to 3.4 percent from 1.1 percent last 
week. 

QCESU chief Dr. Rolando Cruz said in a news release that there is a possibility that cases will 
spike further within the next two weeks under the current yellow status. 

Cruz said their locally developed monitoring system is used for internal reporting only and 
should not be confused with the official alert levels issued by the Inter-Agency Task Force for 
the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF). 

Under QC’s system, the white status is raised when Covid-19 cases are below average and all 
data indicators are considered stable. No surge of cases is expected in the next 14 days; yellow 
when cases are seen increasing compared to the previous week and when three of four 
indicators have increased from normal to above normal. There is a possibility of a surge within 
the next 14 days; and red when cases continue to rise and all other indicators remain high or 
have breached the indicated threshold. This indicates the start of a surge. 

“Our local early warning system is helpful in assessing the pandemic within our city only. It aids 
our department as well as our city officials in the systematic monitoring of new cases, analysis 
of trends, and recommendation of strategic measures to prevent the further spread of 
infections. Official alert level announcements and general guidelines will still come from the 
IATF,” Cruz said. 

As of this writing, Quezon City remains under Alert Level 1 according to the IATF, and is 
classified as “low risk” by the Department of Health. 

Mayor Joy Belmonte reminded citizens to continue observing preventive measures such as 
wearing of masks as well as getting vaccinated and boosted. 

“We have come a long way but the virus is still with us. Again, we call on our residents to remain 
vigilant,” Belmonte said in a statement. 
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 “We have come a long way but the virus is still with us. Again, we call on our residents to 
remain vigilant,” Belmonte said in a statement. 

She called on those who have yet to get their COVID-19 vaccine or booster shot to do so by 
visiting the nearest barangay health center or by registering online 
via https://qceservices.quezoncity.gov.ph/qcvaxeasy. 

In April, the city government rolled out the second booster shots of Covid-19 vaccines for 
immunocompromised adults, senior citizens, and health care workers. 

As of June 4, the city has 123 active Covid-19 infections while as of June 10, a total of 
2,472,573 are already fully vaccinated -- 926,037 of them with either the first or second booster 
shots. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1176496  
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