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MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), along with the 

Department of Tourism (DOT) and Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), 

sign a joint report for the execution of the Year of the Protected Areas or YoPA campaign 

recently. 

The ceremonial signing was led by DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna, DOT Secretary 

Bernadette Romulo-Puyat, and DILG Secretary Eduardo Año, as they spoke to raise public 

awareness of the value of national parks in the country. 

“Our protected areas (PAs) are essential to the survival of humanity because they provide 

vital ecosystem services such as the provision of food, source of fresh water for domestic and 

agricultural production, raw materials for various products, a depository of genetic resources 

awaiting discovery for manufacturing of novel medicines, purifies the air we breathe, protects 

us from natural disasters, climate regulation, climate change mitigation, among other 

ecological, aesthetic and cultural benefits,” said Sampulna. 

“This joint declaration will mandate the DENR, DOT, and DILG to lead the implementation of 

a massive YoPA information campaign to encourage people to visit the PAs and practice 

responsible tourism, which will be their contribution to protected area management and 

biodiversity conservation” he added. 

The creation of the YoPA jibes with the celebration of the 90th anniversary since Republic Act 

(RA) 3915 – An Act giving for the building of national parks, declaring such parks as game 

refuges, and for other purposes – was enacted and formally established the national parks 

system in the Philippines. 
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At present, there are 246 PAs in the country, including the El Nido Managed Resource 

Protected Area in Palawan, and the six (6) YoPA pilot sites namely: Apo Reef Natural Park in 

Occidental Mindoro, Bongsanglay Natural Park in Masbate, Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural 

Park in Negros Oriental, Samar Island Natural Park in Northern, Eastern and (Western) 

Samar Provinces, Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary in Davao Oriental and Mts. 

Timpoong-Hibok-hibok Natural Monument in Camiguin. 

 

With the reopening of tourism in the country, PAs are circling the most pristine mountain 

ecosystems, lakes, rivers, and coastal marine areas. 

 

Ecosystems give diverse options for a lifetime nature experience for the adventure and thrill-

seekers, and those seeking pure relaxation or the therapeutic hug of nature. 

 

The DENR via the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) leads the development and 

implementation of national platforms for attainable management of PAs, and has jointly 

adopted with the DOT, and other key government agencies, the National Ecotourism Strategy 

to ensure that tourism in PAs is sustainable. 

 

Aside from PAs under the purview of the RA 7586, as said by RA 11038, the management 

and protection of other ecosystems such as inland wetlands, caves, and key biodiversity 

areas outside PAs are being wooed to broaden the coverage of protected ecosystems via 

other effective area-based conservation management pleas such as local conservation areas 

with local governments and indigenous cultural conservation areas with the Indigenous 

People. 

 

To encourage the sustainable use of resources in PAs, the Biodiversity Friendly Enterprises 

program is being applied to help communities around PAs harness the economic potential 

and sustainable resource-based livelihoods. In line with this, 178 people’s organizations are 

due to be known and empowered in the next four years to manage their own biodiversity-

friendly enterprises, such as food processing, handicrafts, tourism, and aquaculture. 

 

“Our protected areas are testament to the immense benefits that nature continues to provide 

for us. We must therefore increase our investments for the effective management of our 

protected areas,” BMB OIC Director Natividad Bernardino said. 

 

As such, the BMB calls for backups from other national government agencies, local 

governments, academe, business sector, and international donor agencies, to pull money, 

resources, and skills to a collective sector action for PAs. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/06/denr-dot-dilg-lead-year-of-the-protected-areas-

campaign/?fbclid=IwAR1iIOxIQUBk5WiXLq0Y6TiYmcKzxdTsUUuSZ8xc1yxOheTfbt0U1q

o5J3I  

https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/06/denr-dot-dilg-lead-year-of-the-protected-areas-campaign/?fbclid=IwAR1iIOxIQUBk5WiXLq0Y6TiYmcKzxdTsUUuSZ8xc1yxOheTfbt0U1qo5J3I
https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/06/denr-dot-dilg-lead-year-of-the-protected-areas-campaign/?fbclid=IwAR1iIOxIQUBk5WiXLq0Y6TiYmcKzxdTsUUuSZ8xc1yxOheTfbt0U1qo5J3I
https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/06/denr-dot-dilg-lead-year-of-the-protected-areas-campaign/?fbclid=IwAR1iIOxIQUBk5WiXLq0Y6TiYmcKzxdTsUUuSZ8xc1yxOheTfbt0U1qo5J3I
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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Department of 

Science and Technology (DOST) has recently turned a P7.6-million automatic trash rake facility 

to the local government unit (LGU) of Malabon City. 

 

The Malabon City Engineering Department and DOST-Metals Industry Research and 

Development Center designed the ATR facility, which was installed at Letre Creek along P. 

Aquino Avenue in Barangay Tonsuya, Malabon City. 

 

It features a better trash collection rate and can lift large-sized trash along the creek, unclog 

drainage systems, boost waste management capabilities, and collect wastes in waterways 

faster and easier, especially during the rainy season. 

 

Unclogging of drainage systems are often done manually and requires manpower, and will still 

take days, if not weeks or months to do the job. 

 

In a news statement, DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said the facility serves as an 

“alternative measure to improve flood control operation through better trash collection rate with 

the capability of lifting large-sized trash along creeks and unclog drainage systems.” 

 

The ATR facility will keep floating debris, leaves, and other solid waste from entering the 

Malabon-Navotas-Tullahan-Tinajeros or MaNaTuTi River System, while supporting the 

ongoing Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program or the “Battle for Manila Bay.” 

 

During the turnover ceremony held on May 27, Sampulna underscored the valuable 

contribution of strategic partnerships with other government agencies to successfully 

implement various environmental programs and policies in the country. 

 

“We have to protect our countrymen and act with urgency. This is the very reason the DENR 

has been constantly pushing for sustainable projects and forging a strategic partnership with 

various government agencies like the DOST,” Sampulna said.   

 

“This collaboration is grounded on a genuine spirit of partnership, where all parties agree to 

complement each other’s efforts and embrace contributions of other partners,” he added. 

 

Aside from the Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program, the ATR facility is also expected to boost 

the DENR’s solid waste management program. 

 

Sampulna has expressed hope that the ATR facility will be “replicated not only in Metro Manila 

but the entire Philippines.” 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/06/malabon-lgu-receive-trash-collector-from-

denr-dost/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/06/malabon-lgu-receive-trash-collector-from-denr-dost/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/06/malabon-lgu-receive-trash-collector-from-denr-dost/
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City Administrator Voltaire de la Cruz (center) receives the 3D-printed model of the Automatic Trash Rake that was turned over to 
the City of Malabon. Also in photo are Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Jim Sampulna (left) and 

Department of Science and Technology (DoST)-Metals Industry Research and Development Center Deputy Executive Director for 
Research and Development Agustin Fudolig. PHOTO BY HENRY DE LEON/DOST-SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

INFORMATION INSTITUTE 
 

AS illustrated in the children's storybook, "The Ant and the Grasshopper," planning and 

working for the rainy days may always be the right approach, especially when it comes to the 

government's solid-waste management and flood-control efforts. 

Perennial floods, caused by clogged drainage and sewerage lines, have been the bane of 

every Metro Manila resident's existence, as the problem seems to worsen every year in the 

absence of an integrated program to curb the urban-waste problem. 

Laying down one of the solutions on the table, the Department of Science and Technology 

(DoST) joins the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in finding 

solutions to a national battle against garbage and floods as it recently turned over the 

Automatic Trash Rake (ATR) technology to the City of Malabon, an initiative that will 

complement the city's solid waste management program to rid its constituents of floods and 

garbage. 

The project was conceived in 2018 after several consultations with various local government 

units in the Camanava area, comprising Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas and Valenzuela. 

Historically, the area has been frequently inundated by heavy rains, coupled with the rise in 

sea level and overflow of rivers and dams; thus, leaving low-lying and flat-terrain areas 

submerged in water. 

The Malabon-Navotas-Tullahan-Tinajeros is a major river system that connects to the Letre 

creek where Malabon ends up swamped with tons of garbage annually.In Malabon alone, 

about 7 to 8 tons of residual waste are collected every month. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/public-square/dost-readies-camanava-for-

typhoons-with-garbage-collecting-tech/1846361  
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Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-processing-land-titles-in-marawi/  
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BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya (PIA) - -  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) will be distributing land titles to various stakeholders in Cagayan Valley in celebration of 
the country’s Environment Month and the agency’s 35th Founding Anniversary. 

Gwendolyn Bambalan, DENR regional director, said the 'Handog Titulo' is one of the priority 
programs of the DENR under the leadership of Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna. 

“The distribution of land titles is in support of the government’s program called Pamana sa 
Mamamayang Pilipino: “A Duterte Legacy”,” she said. 

Bambalan said more or less 1,500 land titles will be given to qualified recipients in the provinces 
of Quirino and Nueva Vizcaya in June 13 and in Cagayan and Isabela in June 14. 

She said  the  'Handog Titulo' under the Land Administration and Management Program of the 
DENR  fast-tracked the resolution of several land cases in the region. 

“We understand how important it is to have land titles for our stakeholders,” Bambalan  said. 
(OTB/BME/PIA NVizcaya) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/06/06/denr-to-award-land-titles-for-envt-month  
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CITY OF ILAGAN, Isabela: In celebration of the Philippine Environment Month this June, the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Cagayan Valley will be 

spearheading the awarding of land titles through the "Handog Titulo" program and the 

planting of bamboo and indigenous species within the 49-hectare identified planting sites 

along the riverbanks and in upland and lowland areas. Handog Titulo is one of the priority 

programs of DENR and under the government's program entitled "Pamana sa Mamamayang 

Pilipino: A Duterte Legacy."  

About 1,500 land titles will be given to qualified recipients in the provinces of Quirino and 

Nueva Vizcaya on June 13 and Cagayan and Isabela on June 14. "Through the 'Handog 

Titulo' under the Land Administration and Management Program of the DENR, we fast-

tracked the resolution of several land cases because we understand how important it is to 

have land titles," DENR Regional Executive Director Gwendolyn Bambalan said during the 

awarding of land titles in Batanes on May 27. Meanwhile, the planting of around 10,000 

seedlings of bamboo and indigenous species will be held on June 8 at 6:00 in the morning to 

kick off the environment month celebration and commemorate the 35th DENR Founding 

Anniversary on June 10.  

This will be undertaken by all DENR employees in the region, who will be planting at least five 

seedlings each. Local government units, national government agencies, non-government 

organizations, uniformed personnel, youth, academe, media, and other partners and 

stakeholders have signified their intent to participate in the simultaneous nationwide 

bamboo/tree planting activity. Over 2,000 planters regionwide will join. Bambalan directed the 

field officials to prepare quality planting materials.  

"We do not just plant, we have to grow the trees and ensure their survival," she said. There 

will be environmental symposiums, youth camps, cleanup drives, press briefings and radio 

guesting, regional sports fest and team building, seedling production, and distribution of 

seedlings and information, education and communication materials.  

The Philippine Environment Month with this year's theme "Aksyon para sa Natatanging 

Mundo" has been celebrated every June since 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/06/news/regions/handog-titulo-program-

bamboo-planting-set-in-environment-month/1846308  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/06/news/regions/handog-titulo-program-bamboo-planting-set-in-environment-month/1846308
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/06/news/regions/handog-titulo-program-bamboo-planting-set-in-environment-month/1846308
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Although some areas may seem yet unfamiliar to other tourists, the DOT said responsible 

and sustainable tourism should be highly encouraged to assure these great destinations will 

still be enjoyed by generations to come. 

 

DILG Secretary Eduardo Año also expressed his optimism that visitors and tourists will now 

be able to appreciate the value of this natural wealth. 

 

“By calling visitors and tourists from all corners of the archipelago and the world to view and 

experience our protected areas, we anticipate that many will finally learn to love and value our 

national parks and natural wealth as important sources of livelihood and ecosystem services 

such as water, erosion control, and natural task management,” he said. 

 

Año said each local government unit (LGU) has an important role to prevent unlawful actions 

in these protected areas in their jurisdictions. 

 

“Our LGUs (Local government units) are doubly crucial both in reviving the health of national 

parks and preventing illegal loggers, poachers, and developers from encroaching these 

ecological havens,” he said. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175108  
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The celebration of Philippine Eagle Week runs from June 4 to 10. 

SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga, Philippines — The celebration of Philippine Eagle Week has 

renewed hope in Central Luzon following sightings of a raptor that has been missing following 

its release in the forests of Aurora. 

The celebration of Philippine Eagle Week runs from June 4 to 10. 

Based on the monitoring of the conservation and development division of the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, the eagle named Agawid could still be alive, but could 

not be located as its radio transmitter could have malfunctioned, Lorie Gene Cruz-Gaba, 

DENR-Central Luzon information officer, said. 

Alfredo Collado, provincial and environment and natural resources officer of DENR-Aurora, 

told The STAR that there has been no conclusive report on whether Agawid is still alive or 

has died. 

Collado said there were sightings of a Philippine Eagle on Mt. Mangan in Dipaculao town. 

In June 2016, a farmer found a Philippine Eagle trapped in a snare for monkeys at the Aurora 

Memorial National Park (AMNP). 

The eagle, later named Agawid, was nurtured back to health and released in the forests of 

the AMNP in October 2017. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/07/2186570/denr-confirms-sightings-

missing-philippine-eagle  
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CEBU, Philippines —  Cebu City’s rivers, in general, failed in the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR)’s assessment for the first quarter of 2022 with its fecal coliform 
level at disturbing levels. 

 

The rivers assessed included Guadalupe, Butuanon, Mahiga, Lahug, Kinalumsan, Bulacao, 
and Estero de Parian. 

 

The assessment depends on the river body’s classification, according to DENR-Environmental 
Management Bureau’s regional water quality focal person, Kay Espinosa, during the Cebu 
City’s River Summit. 

 

Cebu City rivers are classified under class B, C and D: Guadalupe upstream, class B, and 
downstream, class C, Mahiga (C and D), Lahug (B), Kinalumsan (unspecified), Bulacao (class 
B and C), Butuanon (class D) and Estero de Parian still unclassified. 

 

Class B are for recreational class which is for contact recreation, including bathing, swimming, 
skin diving while class C is fishery water, recreational (boating, etc.), and industrial water supply 
(class 1 from manufacturing processes after treatment) and class D for agriculture, irrigation, 
live stocks watering, as well as industrial water supply and inland waters. 

 

Water quality parameters include dissolved oxygen level, biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), 
Total Suspended solids and fecal coliform level, all of which should be low except for the 
dissolved oxygen level that should be high. 
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“Sa tanang parameters nga atong makit-an, dapat ang kani rang dissolved oxygen level ang 
taas. Di ta ganahan nga ang uban taas as possible,” said Espinosa. 

 

Among the parameters, the fecal coliform count, is being highlighted as it is the most 
controversial parameter that led to the then closure and rehabilitation of the famous Boracay 
beach. Fecal coliforms are from warm bodied-animals, even including humans. 

 

“Mao ni ang one of the reasons why Boracay was closed down because of high fecal coliform 
levels,” Espinosa said. 

 

For class B, the fecal coliform count should not be more than 50 mpn (most probable number) 
per 100liters and not over 400 mpn for class D. MPN is the most commonly applied metric for 
quality testing of water to ensure it is safe in terms of bacteria present in it. 

 

The only parameter that most of the city rivers passed is Total Suspended solids (kalubogon in 
Cebuano) as they still have some clarity. 

 

The rivers include Lahug, Mahiga, Kinalumsan, Bulao’s upstream, Estero de Parian, and 
Guadalupe. Butuanon also barely passed on its dissolved oxygen. 

 

However, all rivers failed in fecal coliform count with Kinalumsan at 13 million mpn, Butuanon 
river at 5 million mpn, Bulacao with 3 million mpn, Mahiga at 8 million mpn downstream, and 3 
million upstream, while Estero de Parian, Lahug and Guadalupe having 240 thousand mpn. 
According to standards, the number should only have 200 to 400mpn per 100 liters to be safe. 

 

“I don’t really wanna be the bearer of bad news, but this is it… This is actually data. First quarter 
of 2022,” said Espinosa. 

 

With this, the water quality of rivers in Cebu City has all exceeded the allowed levels based on 
their classification. 

 

Espinosa ended her report by challenging the Cebuanos saying that how they want rivers to 
be defined is how they should do their part in helping revive it.  — JMD (FREEMAN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/06/06/2186449/denr-fecal-

coliform-city-rivers-alarming/amp/  
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AS part of its program to raise public awareness and community support for the protection and 
conservation of marine resources, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) opened a pawikan (sea turtle) nesting site in Magalawa Island in Palauig, Zambales. 

 

In a statement, DENR Masinloc's Community Environment and Natural Resources Office head 
Ariel Mendoza said the coastline of the 42-hectare Magalawa Island has been an important 
nesting ground for marine turtles. It is located within the 7,000-hectare Masinloc and Oyon Bay 
Protected Seascape and Landscape (MOBPLS). 

 

"We have sighted olive ridley and green sea turtles nesting in the white sand of Magalawa since 
December of last year," he said, noting that more than 400 hatchlings have been released back 
to the sea. 

 

DENR Undersecretary Annaliza Teh said a climate resilient infrastructure should be an integral 
part of a marine protected area management plan to achieve environmental sustainability. 
"Solar energy panels and rainwater harvesting systems are some of the important 
infrastructures that can help in attaining climate resiliency in protected areas." 

 

The MOBPLS is the first and only legislated marine protected area in Zambales and in Central 
Luzon under Republic Act 11032, otherwise known as the "Expanded National Integrated 
Protected Area System." It is home to unique and diverse species, including the hybrid 
mangrove species of Rhizophora x lamarckii and the blue-spotted rabbitfish, and an important 
habitat for marine life. It also includes a 1,500-hectare coral reef, 109-hectare mangrove forests 
and vast seagrass beds. 

 

The opening of a nesting site in Magalawa is part of this year's environment month celebration 
under the theme "Only One Earth." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/denr-opens-pawikan-nesting-

site-in-zambales/1846421  
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THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has conducted last week a 

two-day paralegal training on forestry and other environment and natural resources related 

law to strengthen its forest protection. 

 

Rosevirico Tan, DENR information officer, said that the training was participated by around 45 

selected personnel of the Provincial and Community Environment and Natural Resources 

Offices and enforcement section of the DENR regional office. 

 

“The two-day activity aims to strengthen forest protection and to increase efficiency on law 

enforcement through capacitating knowledge in different forestry laws and other ENR 

(environment and natural resources) related laws and rules,” Tan said. 

 

Among the ENR related laws they tackled during the training were Republic Act 9147 

otherwise known as the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act; R.A. 9175 or 

Chain Saw Act of 2002; and, R.A. 9072 or National Caves and Cave Resources Management 

and Protection Act. 

 

They also discussed about a briefer on Philippine Mining Laws; Expanded National Integrated 

Protected Areas System Act of 2018; Importance of Case Build-up; and, other Forestry and 

ENR Related Laws. 

 

The resource speakers of the two-day training included top officials of DENR and its 

concerned bureaus. 

 

The two-day training was conducted in line with the celebration of the Philippine Environment 

Month which is anchored on the theme: “Aksyon Para Sa Natatanging Mundo.” 

 

The activity was held at Mount Timolan Protected Landscape in Limas village, Tigbao, 

Zamboanga del Sur. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931219/zamboanga/local-news/denr-holds-

paralegal-training-on-forestry  
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Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 6) — The Pasig River clean-up project received a boost 

as more equipment from Japan arrived to help ramp up the extraction of waste and debris 

from the waterway. 

 

The ₱2 billion rehabilitation project led by San Miguel Corporation aims to reduce flooding in 

Metro Manila by increasing the river's hydraulic capacity, deepening shallow waters for better 

shipping vessel transport, and removing the river's debris and garbage to revive marine life. 

 

A statement from the conglomerate on Monday said SMC president and CEO Ramon S. Ang 

formally accepted the two new equipment from Hitoshi Nagasawa, the president of shipping 

company NYK, in a ceremony attended by Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines 

Kazuhiko Koshikawa, and Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Undersecretary Jonas Leones. 

 

"We are deeply honored and thankful to receive this donation to boost our river rehabilitation 

operations at a time when heavy rains and typhoons threaten most Metro Manila cities with 

severe flooding," Ang said. 

 

Aside from the donation, NYK will handle the maintenance costs of the powerful, high-

capacity excavators. 

 

Meanwhile, Nagasawa said he was "optimistic" that their relationship with SMC would allow 

them to "to seek more opportunities for the benefit of Filipinos and the Philippines." 

 

A separate statement from the Japanese Embassy quoted Ambassador Koshikawa as saying 

that he hoped the donation would foster stronger ties between the two countries. 
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"As 70 percent of crew members of Japanese international shipping lines are Filipino, I 

hope NYK's dedication to promote a more intensified people-to-people exchange 

between Japan and the Philippines will set a precedent for more companies to follow," 

he said. 

According to SMC, dredging teams have extracted a total of 437,890 metric tons of silt 

and waste from Pasig River to date, while the company recently reached its 1 million 

metric ton target at the Tullahan River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/6/6/pasig-river-smc-nyk.html  

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/6/6/pasig-river-smc-nyk.html
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(June 6, 2022) – Ahead of World Oceans Day, church, fisherfolk and environmental groups on 
Monday raised concern over the ecological impacts of the massive development of fossil gas 
power in the marine biodiversity hotspot Verde Island Passage (VIP), demanding a thorough 
rethink of the incoming administration’s plans. 

 

Think-tank Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development (CEED) and Catholic Church-based 
Caritas Philippines/National Secretariat for Social Action (CBCP-NASSA) conducted studies 
on the quality and marine ecology of waters along an existing gas-fired power plant and two 
new liquefied natural gas (LNG) projects in Barangay Ilijan in Batangas Bay. 

 

They found that the presence of key pollutants and heavy metals such as phosphates, 
chromium, copper, lead and others have reached alarming levels from exposure to industrial 
activities. 

 

Marine ecology findings showed that while less fish biodiversity and fish abundance is present 
in the waters next to the project sites compared to the rest of the VIP due to stressors, fish 
biomass remains high. But existing biodiversity in project sites have already been subjected to 
destruction from construction operations. 

 

“May malinaw na epekto ang industriyang ito sa yamang dagat natin at sa maraming 
komunidad, lalo na ang mga mangingisda na tuluyan nang nauubos ang mga nahuhuli,” said 
Fr. Edwin Gariguez, lead convenor of Protect VIP and Social Action Director of the Apostolic 
Vicariate of Calapan. 

 

“Nangangamba kami na hindi lamang sa Batangas ito mangyayari, kung hindi sa kalakhan ng 
Verde Island Passage. Kung maaari naman tayong makakuha ng kuryente mula sa malinis na 
renewable energy, bakit tayo aasa pa sa mapanirang fossil gas?” he demanded. 

 

The Protect Verde Island Passage (Protect VIP) Campaign network is composed of the CEED 
and CBCP-NASSA together with the Bukluran ng Mangingisda ng Batangas (BMB). 

 

The Verde Island Passage is a marine biodiversity hotspot known as the center of the center 
of marine shorefish biodiversity in the world, housing 60 percent of all known shore fish species 
and thousands of other species. It is, however, also the epicenter of fossil gas projects in the 
Philippines, a fossil fuel falsely touted as a clean alternative to coal. 

 

Five out of six existing gas fired power plants are located in the VIP while eight new LNG and 
fossil gas plants and seven new LNG terminals are intended to be built in the area. 

 

“The gas industry has been peddling lies of its ability to provide cheap, clean, and reliable 
electricity. All-time high gas prices today prove this is not true, and the glimpse we get to see 
today of the environmental destruction it can cause prove that it is simply unwise to go for fossil 
gas expansion,” argued Gerry Arances, the Executive Director of CEED.  
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“Unfortunately, this is the direction our next government seems intent on taking – and this calls 
for a thorough rethinking.” 

 

Earlier today, the groups, led by the BMB, filed a letter of request at the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), urging the office to declare the waters of VIP as 
a non-attainment area where specific pollutants from either natural or man-made sources have 
already exceeded the water quality guidelines based on the Philippine Clean Water Act. 

 

“Kailangang maiwasan ang higit pang pagtaas ng nasabing mga pollutant sa isang 
mahalagang anyong tubig,” wrote Tomas Buitizon, the Chairperson of BMB. 

 

(MM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/ecological-impact-environmental-groups-call-

on-denr-to-rethink-plans-that-rely-on-fossil-gas-in-verde-island-

passage?fbclid=IwAR3I9WI7FYaOmwmDWZUcds8gdHW0zlTc8iVQT49cUvsJvfJpbMfrQv

MDOI8  

 

https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/ecological-impact-environmental-groups-call-on-denr-to-rethink-plans-that-rely-on-fossil-gas-in-verde-island-passage?fbclid=IwAR3I9WI7FYaOmwmDWZUcds8gdHW0zlTc8iVQT49cUvsJvfJpbMfrQvMDOI8
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/ecological-impact-environmental-groups-call-on-denr-to-rethink-plans-that-rely-on-fossil-gas-in-verde-island-passage?fbclid=IwAR3I9WI7FYaOmwmDWZUcds8gdHW0zlTc8iVQT49cUvsJvfJpbMfrQvMDOI8
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/ecological-impact-environmental-groups-call-on-denr-to-rethink-plans-that-rely-on-fossil-gas-in-verde-island-passage?fbclid=IwAR3I9WI7FYaOmwmDWZUcds8gdHW0zlTc8iVQT49cUvsJvfJpbMfrQvMDOI8
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/ecological-impact-environmental-groups-call-on-denr-to-rethink-plans-that-rely-on-fossil-gas-in-verde-island-passage?fbclid=IwAR3I9WI7FYaOmwmDWZUcds8gdHW0zlTc8iVQT49cUvsJvfJpbMfrQvMDOI8
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As the Philippines celebrated the 49th World Environment Day yesterday (June 5), Senator 
Cynthia A. Villar encouraged everyone to be responsible and passionate to contribute and 
inspire others to do their own part in healing Mother Earth. 

 

Villar, chairperson of the Senate committee on environment and natural resources, guaranteed 
that Filipinos’ collective efforts would make a difference in the protection and conservation of 
our environment. 

 

Speaking during the installation of Verde Island Passage (VIP) Marker on the occasion the of 
the UN World Environment Day organized by environmentalist lawyer Tony Oposa. Villar noted 
that the United Nations has confronted the country with the severe reality that the earth faces 
a triple planetary emergency. 

 

Villar relates that these are the following: 

 

-The climate is heating up too quickly for people and nature to adapt, 

 

-The continuing habitat loss and other pressures mean an estimated one million species are 
threatened with extinction, and 

 

-pollution continues to poison our air, land and water. 

 

“Due to this, the United Nations finds it fitting to adopt the “Only One Earth” slogan as a 
reminder for us, earthlings, that while there are billions of galaxies, planets and stars, the Earth 
is just our one solitary home and we should take care of it,” she said. 

 

“All of us are being encouraged to be more connected to it, focus on living sustainably in 
harmony with nature, and shift our lifestyles from harming the Earth to healing it,” she added. 

 

The invitation of Oposa, the lady senator said, has brought into her consciousness the need to 
accord the appropriate protection status to VIP, the channel that cuts through the Philippines 
by the south of Luzon. 

 

The marker is right in the center of the Coral Triangle that is considered an area of extreme 
ecological importance. 

 

It was reported in the 2005 study led by marine biologist Dr. Kent Carpenter that the VIP has 
the highest concentration of marine shorefish biodiversity on the planet. 

 

Because of this, Villar said it has been labeled as “the epicenter of marine biodiversity”. 

 

“Even with this little information I gathered, I am a little bit surprised why up to now it seems 
that no protection status “by legislation” has been accorded to VIP that could ensure its 
sustainability,” she said. 

 

Villar has been espousing on environmental protection. 

 

 

 



June 07, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Villar has been espousing on environmental protection. 

 

She also related she is one of the many that was inspired by Oposa’s brilliant work in instigating 
the continuing mandamus for the clean up and rehabilitation of Manila Bay. 

 

“The continuing mandamus has provided the needed justification that helped in boosting my 
very own continuing efforts that I have started way back in 2002 to clean up two rivers in my 
hometown, namely the Zapote River and the Las Pinas River, and even my more recent efforts 
of cleaning up as well the neighboring Molino River in Bacoor City. All of these rivers directly 
flow into Manila Bay,” she related. 

 

“To finally witness a clean and pollution-free Manila Bay that is fit for recreational swimming 
(just like in the old days) is indeed an aspiration worth pursuing for the benefit of the living and 
future generations,” she stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-

healing-mother-earth/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-healing-mother-earth/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-healing-mother-earth/
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CEBU, Philippines —  As part of Cebu City government’s campaign against indiscriminate 
throwing of garbage, it has set up mini-gardens in the so-called “garbage hotpot” barangays of 
the city. 

 

In doing this, the Cebu City Environmental Sanitation and Enforcement Team (CESET) hopes 
to encourage the public to appreciate clean environment and discourage them from 
irresponsibly disposing of their wastes. 

 

In photos posted by the city’s Public Information Office, ornamental plants grown on recycled 
tires loaded with soil could be seen in these mini-gardens. But CESET head Grace Luardo said 
that more than just putting up these gardens, what is important is the attitude of the people 
towards waste. 

 

Thus, she urged residents not to dump garbage anywhere. 

 

She also urged the public to strictly follow the guidelines on the collection of garbage, 
particularly on the schedule of arrival of garbage trucks tasked to collect such wastes. 

 

The CESET chief believes that broad cooperation of the people is the main instrument for 
maintaining the cleanliness of the city. 

 

Clean-up storm 

Meanwhile, Luardo revealed that the city’s wide -ranging program called the Garbage Clean-
Up Storm continues. Under this program, CESET staff continue to work to clean up areas of 
the city even late at night. 

 

Joining CESET personnel in cleaning the streets are various City Hall department workers such 
as those from Prevention, Restoration, Order, Beautification, and Enhancement (Probe), 
Department of Public Services (DPS), Cebu City Transportation Office (CCTO), Cebu City 
Environment and Natural Resources Office (CCENRO), among others.  

 

Right now, they are still removing campaign materials of the candidates in the last elections. 

 

Luardo said that for those caught throwing their wastes indiscriminately, a fine of P1,000 will 
be imposed. 

 

CESET also revealed that they are also active in conducting clean-up drives. 

 

In fact, various clean-up activities were conducted in some parts of the city yesterday by the 
City Hall personnel. — JMD (FREEMAN) 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/06/06/2186448/mini-gardens-

set-garbage-hotspots  

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/06/06/2186448/mini-gardens-set-garbage-hotspots
https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/06/06/2186448/mini-gardens-set-garbage-hotspots
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THE City Government of Zamboanga, through the Office of the City Environment and Natural 
Resources (OCENR), joins the celebration of the World Environment Month this June, focusing 
on the no single use of plastic campaign. 

 

The celebration of the World Environment Month kicked off here with a motorcade Sunday, 
June 5, 2022, spearheaded by the OCENR. 

 

Engineer Reynaldo Gonzales, OCENR chief, said that simultaneously all barangays held clean-
up activities in their respective area of responsibility as June 5 is also the World Environment 
Day. 

 

Gonzales, through Public Service Officer Raymond Padayhag, met with representatives of 
various malls and supermarkets to reiterate the implementation of Executive Order 453-2019 
banning the use of plastic shopping bags in the city every Saturday and Sunday, thus, the 
emphasis on the no to single use plastic on weekends campaign. 

 

Meanwhile, the OCENR has scheduled other activities for the World Environment Month 
celebration. 

 

These include meeting with owners of all drugstores, stores selling China-made items and 
public market stall holders on E.O. 453 on June 15; Celebration of Arbor Day through mangrove 
propagule planting on June 25; Coastal clean-up at R. T. Lim Boulevard; and, awarding 
ceremonies on June 28, 2022. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931220/zamboanga/local-news/zamboanga-city-

pushes-no-single-use-of-plastic-campaign  

 

 

 
 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931220/zamboanga/local-news/zamboanga-city-pushes-no-single-use-of-plastic-campaign
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1931220/zamboanga/local-news/zamboanga-city-pushes-no-single-use-of-plastic-campaign
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PLASTIC WASTE generated by electronic commerce (e-commerce) transactions is 

beyond the capacity of local governments to deal with the additional solid waste, 

EcoWaste Coalition said. 

 

The environmental advocacy said in a statement on Monday that the plastic waste 

from e-commerce packaging imposes an “additional and unnecessary burden” on 

communities, particularly after the pandemic forced consumers to order more goods 

online. 

 

“Lazada and Shopee will again hold a mid-year grand sale starting June 6 which will 

add to more packaging and plastic waste being burned or dumped into our 

environment. We urge these companies to implement a genuine plastic use reduction 

scheme and to support their sellers and logistics providers in implementing similar 

measures,” EcoWaste Coalition Plastic Solutions Campaigner Coleen Salamat said.   

 

EcoWaste coalition said the e-commerce industry is currently valued at P1.2 trillion, 

equivalent to 5.5% of the economy in 2022, according to data from the Department of 

Trade and Industry. 

 

“Lazada and Shopee should… support global efforts to save our climate and 

environment. Cutting back on their plastic waste should be a very simple step for these 

companies. Let us stop sacrificing our environment for profit,” Ms. Salamat said. — 

Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/06/06/453158/e-commerce-companies-

urged-to-cut-back-on-plastic-packaging/  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/06/06/453158/e-commerce-companies-urged-to-cut-back-on-plastic-packaging/
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/06/06/453158/e-commerce-companies-urged-to-cut-back-on-plastic-packaging/
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Opposition Senator Leila de Lima on Monday, June 6 commended South Cotabato 

Governor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. for vetoing the controversial local measure that seeks 

to lift the ban on open-pit mining in the province which was approved by the Provincial 

Board two weeks ago. 

 

“I laud South Cotabato Gov. Reynaldo Tamayo, Jr. in his veto of the Provincial Board’s 

lifting of the ban on open-pit mining in the province. Mabuhay ka, Gov.! Thank you for 

doing the right thing,” de Lima said in her recent tweet. 

 

De Lima, in an earlier handwritten statement, urged Tamayo to veto the said Provincial 

Board’s amendment of the local environment code on open-pit mining and heed the 

calls of various groups and individuals on the matter. 

 

The senator lauded Tamayo for heeding the call of all concerned sectors on the 

possible lifting of the open-pit mining ban. 

 

Tamayo reportedly announced his decision in a public statement last June 3, a day 

before the deadline for him to act on the amendment of Ordinance No. 22 or the South 

Cotabato Environment Code. 

 

“I am informing the general public of South Cotabato that Resolution No. 137, enacting 

Ordinance No. 23 series of 2022 amending pertinent provisions of the Environment 

Code of South Cotabato, is vetoed by the provincial governor,” Tamayo said. 

 

He issued the veto “for being prejudical to the public welfare and inimical to the overall 

interest of all South Cotabateños,” invoking the language of the Local Government 

Code of 1991 or Republic Act No. 7160, which allows local chief executives to veto 

local ordinances. 

 

De Lima reiterated that the veto of the Provincial Board’s lifting of the ban on open-pit mining 

in South Cotabato will benefit both the people and the environment. 

 

“Sa lahat ng pagkakataon, pangunahing konsiderasyon dapat ng mga pinuno at lingkod 

bayan ang kapakanan at kaligtasan ng mas nakakarami. Isang paraan dito ang 

pangangalaga sa kalikasan (In every opportunity, the main consideration of leaders and 

public servants should be the interest of the people. That includes taking care of the 

environment),” the outgoing senator said. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/de-lima-lauds-governor-who-vetoed-the-lifting-of-open-

pit-mining-ban-in-south-cotabato/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/de-lima-lauds-governor-who-vetoed-the-lifting-of-open-pit-mining-ban-in-south-cotabato/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/de-lima-lauds-governor-who-vetoed-the-lifting-of-open-pit-mining-ban-in-south-cotabato/
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The Pasay City government, together with Coca Cola Philippines, launched a plastic recycling 

program called “Tapon to Ipon: Basta Klaro Panalo” that aims to convert polyethylene 

terephthalate (PET) bottles into. 

Mayor Emi Calixto-Rubiano said the “Tapon to Ipon: Basta Klaro Panalo” was launched on 

Saturday, June 4 at Stanford basketball court in Barangay 65, Pasay City. 

Rubiano said the project falls under the E of her HELP (Health and housing, E-education, 

economic growth and environment, L-livelihood and lifestyle, P-peace and order, palengke 

(market) and pamilya (family) agenda. 

She said residents who can collect one and half kilos of PET bottles can exchange these for 

any Coke product at the identified collection hub partners: EDM Store, 2407 M. Dela Cruz, 

Pasay City; Rhyelnetts Eatery, 2193 Luna St.; Omar Minimart, 2642 Tramo St.; Jacquelyn 

Store, 2413 P. Villanueva St.; Bhebang Store, Market Rd. cor. Taft, Pasay City; and Freya 

Consumer Good Store, 2336 Leveriza St. Brgy. 40, Pasay City. 

The mayor said the bottles that can be exchanged for any Coke product are those with label 

“I” which means clear or no color, clean, no any particles placed inside the bottle, and are dry. 

Rubiano said the project will also help in making the city’s surroundings and environment 

clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/pasay-city-launches-recycling-program/  
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CEBU CITY – They are not endemic in the Mactan Island waters but two whale sharks 

showed up in the seawater off Barangay Punta Engaño in Lapu-Lapu City, Mayor Junard 

Chan said on Monday. 

Chan said the appearance of the two giants, locally called “butanding”, amazed a group of 

people who actually saw and video-recorded them while their motorboat passed by the area 

on Saturday. 

He pledged to implement measures to protect the sea creatures and to “make our oceans a 

safe home” for them. 

“Ang nagpadala niining video kay si Ricky Blesario nga nakasaksi gayud sa kaanindot niining 

maanyag nga mga mananap nga gawasnong naglangoylangoy sa dagat. (The sender of this 

video is Ricky Blesario who actually witnessed the beauty of these beautiful animals 

swimming freely in the sea),” Chan said in a social media post. 

In a separate social media post on Saturday, Blesario said: “After vertical jigging session, 

personal encounter with these two friendly beautiful big whale sharks at Punta Enganio Lapu 

Lapu near Artera.. Beautiful creation by God''. 

Although “butanding” are commonly found in Cebu’s southern town of Oslob -- particularly in 

Barangay Tan-awan where hundreds of local and foreign tourists visit for whale shark-

watching activities -- it was only the second time that the people in Lapu-Lapu got to see the 

gentle giants. 

In June 2021, a whale shark was trapped in a fisherman’s net in the seawaters of Barangay 

Maribago. 
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A diver, Boyla Gilig, reported then that it was feeding in the area when it was accidentally 

trapped. 

Since then, divers have been coordinating with the local fishery office and agreed to help 

protect the butanding. 

Chan said the City Agriculture and Fishery Office will do a study to identify those areas that 

could be a safe haven for the whale sharks where they can freely swim without interference 

from the village folks. 

“We need to protect them so they can live peacefully,” he added. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175969  

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175969
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MANILA – The Quezon City government has strengthened its policies to protect the 

environment and combat the threat of climate change. 

QC’s projects aim to reduce air, land, and water pollution to make for a green and sustainable 

city. 

Solar panels will be installed in at least 50 public schools and at Quezon City General 

Hospital and Medical Center in Barangay Bahay Toro, Rosario Maclang Bautista General 

Hospital in Batasan Hills, and Novaliches District Hospital. 

The city government also established a 93-kilometer protected bike lane network that 

traverses major and secondary roads to promote active transport and urban mobility and help 

in decarbonization strategy to reduce air pollution. 

Public parks and open spaces have been renovated and improved while the 5.39-kilometer 

Green Open Reclaimed Access (GORA) Lane, a pedestrian-oriented promenade along Dona 

Hemady Avenue, Scout Tobias Street, and Mother Ignacia Avenue, promotes walking and 

active recreational activities.                                                                                                                                      

The “Trash to Cashback” program pays recyclable items with “environmental points” which 

may be exchanged for basic commodities and used to pay utility bills. 

Right after the May 9 polls, the “Vote to Tote” program turned collected campaign tarpaulins 

and posters into reusable bags. 

Other ordinances are Plastic Bag Ban, which prohibits single-use plastics for dine-in 

customers in restaurants and hotels; Green Building Ordinance; and Green Public 

Procurement Ordinance that mandates the inclusion of environmental criteria in public 

procurement.  

“It is the city government’s responsibility to protect its residents from the threats brought by a 

warming planet. Through our collective effort with stakeholders and residents, we hope to 

become the lead city in advancing an inclusive, ambitious, evidence-based, innovative, and 

transformative climate action in the Philippines,” reelected QC Vice Mayor Gian Sotto said in 

a statement on Monday. 

Sotto said their programs and initiatives are all guided by the QC Enhanced Local Climate 

Change Action Plan 2021-2050, which is consistent with the objectives of the Paris 

Agreement, an international treaty on climate change, and the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals in order to build resilient, carbon-neutral, green, livable, and quality 

communities. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175931  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175931
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175969
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GLOBAL environment network Greenpeace International has urged the incoming 

administration of President-elect Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos to prioritize renewable 

energy for the country's power requireme nts instead of reviving the mothballed Bataan 

nuclear power plant. 

"We have yet to see detailed plans of the incoming administration for energy development, 

but recent statements that nuclear energy is the 'cleanest and cheapest' are not true and are 

dangerous assertions," Greenpeace campaigner Khevin Yu said. 

Yu said nuclear power is the most dangerous and most expensive way to produce electricity. 

Greenpeace has cited a 2020 report by Lazard that the levelized cost of operating energy of 

solar is around $36 to $44 per megawatt-hour (MWh) while nuclear costs $112 to $189 per 

MWh. 

"Pursuing nuclear energy will be a distraction from achieving energy transition, as this could 

derail investments on renewable energy, undermine ongoing policy efforts, propel high 

electricity prices, and bring in risks of radioactive contamination and nuclear meltdown," the 

report said. 

"It also fails to meet the basic technical, economic, social and political criteria for a 

sustainable energy policy," the report added. 

Yu also cited the worsening climate impacts and the country's vulnerability to said impacts as 

critical risk factors for a potential nuclear disaster. 

He said nuclear energy will be too risky to operate in the Philippines "considering that we are 

constantly battered by strong typhoons and other extreme weather events, which could easily 

compromise the operation of a nuclear power plant." 

"The incoming administration should also bare their plans for when a nuclear disaster 

happens. Experiences from other countries have shown that nuclear disaster cleanup and 

rehabilitation can reach up to hundreds of billions of dollars. It's clear that nuclear power does 

not make any economic sense and will hinder all efforts on economic recovery," Yu said. 

Greenpeace also noted that with around 800 gigawatts of untapped renewable energy in the 

country, the priority of the new administration should be the strengthening of the transition to 

wind and solar energy, which will provide reliable and cheap electricity to Filipinos. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-
nuclear-power/1846418  

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-nuclear-power/1846418
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-nuclear-power/1846418
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1,295 new COVID-19 cases from May 30 to 
June 5, daily cases average 185 
Philstar.com June 6, 2022 | 6:21pm 

 
People queue to receive COVID-19 vaccine at a drugstore along Bayan-Bayan Ave. in Marikina City during the 

pilot implementation of the government’s “Resbakuna sa mga Botika” program on Jan. 20, 2022. 
The STAR / Walter Bollozos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Latest data from the Department of Health on Monday showed that a 

total of 1,295 new infections were logged from May 30 to June 5 with an average of 185 daily 

cases, 1.4% lower than the daily infections logged in the previous week.  

Of the reported number, 16 are reportedly patients with severe and critical conditions. The 

country now has 599 cases considered severe and critical out of the 2,479 active COVID-19 

cases. 

However, local health authorities said only 14.7% or 386 of 2,632 ICU beds across the country 

are in use, while only 18.1% of 22,245 non-ICU beds are occupied. One death was also 

recorded but the DOH said it occured on January 2021. 

“Pinapaalalalahan ang lahat na huwag maging kampante sa banta ng COVID-19. Bagkus, 

dapat natin ipagpatuloy ang tamang pagsunod sa minimum public health standards sa ilalim 

ng Alert Level 1,” the DOH said in a statement. 

(We are reminding everyone to not be complacent about the threats of COVID-19. We must 

continue to properly adhere to minimum public health standards under Alert Level 1.) 

The Philippines has so far inoculated over 69 million individuals, translating to 77.2% of its 

target population of 90.005 million, while 14.3 million individuals have already received booster 

shots.  

It added that 77.33% of its target A2 population of 8.721 million are vaccinated, meaning 6.7 

million senior citizens have already received their primary COVID-19 vaccines. 

Japanese news outfit Nikkei ranked the Philippines at the 33rd spot of its COVID-19 Recovering 

Index, noting Manila's improving pandemic response amid lower COVID-19 infections and 

increased mobility. The country previously ranked at the last place at 121. — Kaycee 

Valmonte with a report from Xave Gregorio 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/06/2186497/1295-new-covid-19-cases-

may-30-june-5-daily-cases-average-185  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/06/2186461/philippines-leaps-covid-19-recovery-index
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/06/2186461/philippines-leaps-covid-19-recovery-index
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/06/2186497/1295-new-covid-19-cases-may-30-june-5-daily-cases-average-185
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/06/2186497/1295-new-covid-19-cases-may-30-june-5-daily-cases-average-185
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PH 33rd in Covid-19 management, vax rollout: 
Japan study 
By Lade Jean Kabagani June 6, 2022, 8:48 pm 

 
Arrival of 2,400 doses of Pfizer Covid-19 vaccines at Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3, June 1, 

2022 (Photo courtesy of MIAA) 

MANILA – The Philippines’ ranking of No. 33 out of 121 nations in Nikkei Asia’s Recovery Index 
report for May 2022 is a clear indication that the country is moving toward pandemic recovery 
and Filipinos adhere to minimum public health standards, Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., National 
Task Force Against Covid-19 chief implementer, said on Monday. 

In a statement, Galvez reported the ranking is based on infection management, vaccine rollout, 
and social mobility. 

The country was at the bottom half in September 2021. 

In the latest report, the Philippines outranked several developed countries, including Italy (34), 
Switzerland (38), Israel (44), Japan (53), United Kingdom (58), Canada (60), Australia (71), 
New Zealand (75), Singapore (79), United States (89), China (93), and Russia (111). 

Qatar, Cambodia, and the United Arab Emirates occupied the top three spots while Rwanda 
and Kuwait tied for fourth and fight places. 

Vietnam was the best-performing Southeast Asian nation, sharing 14th to 17th places with 
Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, and Mauritius. 

"The Philippines’ current position in the Nikkei Asia’s Recovery Index report for May 2022 is a 
clear indication that the Philippines has found its footing and is now on the path towards 
recovering from the pandemic," Galvez said. 

The Nikkei Recovery Index report showed the Philippines moved up 40 spots due to a 
consistent decrease in daily Covid-19 cases, averaging below 200 with low to no fatalities in 
recent weeks. 

The report recognized the country’s easing of restrictions for fully vaccinated international 
tourists since February and the last weeks' removal of the negative reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction requirement for foreigners with booster shots. 

Galvez said the easing of restrictions led to the high record number of tourist arrivals over the 
past few months. 

The Philippines’ impressive performance in the latest Recovery Index of the Tokyo-based 
magazine can be attributed to the national government’s aggressive efforts to build an 
"immunity wall'' across the country through the national vaccination program, he added. 
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The Philippines’ impressive performance in the latest Recovery Index of the Tokyo-based 
magazine can be attributed to the national government’s aggressive efforts to build an 
"immunity wall'' across the country through the national vaccination program, he added. 

"This shows that the Philippines’ vaccination program is on the right track, and a testament of 
the effective implementation of the country’s National Action Plan which is anchored on the 
Prevention-Detection-Isolation-Treatment-Reintegration-Vaccination strategy," Galvez said, 
attributing the success to the government’s science-based policies and data-driven decisions 
putting that put premium on public health and the economy. 

The NTF recognized the hard work and dedication of medical front-liners and volunteers who 
tirelessly ensured that Filipinos have greater access to testing, treatment and vaccination. 

"With this, we reiterate the government’s position that wearing of face masks will continue to 
be enforced at least until the end of the term of President [Rodrigo] Duterte," he said. 

Galvez urged all unvaccinated Filipinos to get protected against Covid-19 and avail of booster 
shots. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1176005  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1176005
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Please click this link: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MfH1guM3IY 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B01ubm89xk 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdqcqqRE4qA 
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Please click this link: 
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