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Sampulna ensures smooth transition for next DENR
leadership

June 3, 20224 min read
By Rjhay E. Laurea

MANILA — Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O.
Sampulna ensured a smooth turnover of the agency’s platforms to the incoming administration,
even before the naming of a new DENR chief.

To finish his goal, Sampulna formed a transition team chaired by a DENR Undersecretary to guide
the preparations for the handing over of responsibilities.

“We are ready. The documents have been prepared and will be presented to the next DENR
Secretary,” he said.

According to Sampulna, this move is aligned with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s instruction to
his cabinet officials to “do it right.”

“By doing it right, he means you won’t make excuses and you will not do any nonsensical actions.
Because | have a good President, | will leave DENR in good governance,” he said.

Along the top DENR projects to be handed over to the incoming DENR chief are the Boracay
Rehabilitation and Manila Bay Rehabilitation.

In 2018, President Duterte ruled the recovery of Boracay Island over concerns that its famous clear
blue waters and beach have transformed into a “cesspool” because of sustained environmental
damage.

Boracay'’s successful recovery has served as a model for the rehabilitation of Manila Bay.


https://maharlika.tv/2022/06/03/sampulna-ensures-smooth-transition-for-next-denr-leadership/
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The Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program, dubbed as “Battle for Manila Bay,” started on January 27,
2019, in compliance with the Supreme Court’s Writ of Continuing Mandamus ruling 13
government agencies to clean up, and preserve Manila Bay, and restore and maintain its waters to
SB level to make it fit for swimming, skin-diving, and other forms of contact recreation.

As part of the historic bay’s recovery program, a solar-powered sewage treatment plant (STP) was
set up along Roxas Boulevard in Manila on July 30, 2020.

The installation of solar-powered STPs in the cities of Pasay and Las Pifias is also in the pipeline.

Based on the report of the DENR-Environmental Management Bureau, the average coliform levels
in the 10 sectors along the Manila Baywalk have dramatically decreased from 198,000 most
probable number per 100 milliliters (MPN/100 mL) in 2019 to 47,900 MPN/100 mL in 2022.

However, coliform level in the Manila Bay Dolomite Beach area has an average of 1,200 mpn/100ml
from its three monitoring stations.

The Manila Bay Dolomite Beach is a part of the beach nourishment process under the Manila Bay
Rehabilitation program.

The DENR was able to draw inspiration from these initiatives as it also boost the recovery of other
resorts and water bodies nationwide.

Now, Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and International Affairs Jonas R. Leones said that they
will also be endorsing to the next administration the continuation of the task force on disaster
recovery and rehabilitation created under the Duterte administration and the strict application of
major environmental laws.

“The challenge is the effects of climate change; we are expecting tropical cyclones and calamities
such as landslides and flooding. That's why during the time of President Rodrigo Duterte we have
the Task Force Build Back Better, a whole-of-government approach on post-disaster response,”
said Leones.

“Secondly, our agency is mandated to protect the environment and conserve the natural
resources, so we will focus on this and discuss with the incoming administration the strict
implementation of environmental laws such as Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act,” he added.

Also, under the solid waste management program, the DENR braced the application of RA 9003 or
the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, pointed by the closure of open dumpsites
nationwide.(ai/mtvn)

Source: https://www.facebook.com/100064206931542/posts/387680086715553/?app=fbl
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DENR to launch SAR ops for trees ‘victimized’ by erring
politicians

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA
JUNE 2, 2022

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said it would conduct “search
and rescue” (SAR) operations for trees injured by erring politicians during the recently concluded
national and local elections.

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said “the move is especially important as injured trees if
left unattended, are susceptible to infection and may not be able to grow properly with structural
defects that make them prone to fail and fall over during typhoons.”

DENR Undersecretary for Field Operations-Luzon, Visayas and Environment Juan Miguel Cuna
last May 17, 2022, whose office oversees DENR’s implementation of its “Oplan Baklas” (OB) in all
its 16 regional offices, had already started carrying out Sampulna’s directive.

In order to complete their OB accomplishment reports, Cuna likewise told DENR regional offices
through their respective Regional Executive Directors to “conduct an inventory of trees damaged
due to the election campaign and conduct possible treatments appropriate to the conditions” of
the injured trees.

As of April, some 114,664 pieces of campaign materials and other paraphernalia had been taken
down in DENR’s OB which has been implemented nationwide under a DENR, Commission of
Elections (Comelec), Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Joint
Memorandum to tear down or confiscate poll campaign materials posted outside of common
poster areas designated by the Comelec.

Sampulna cited trees in urban areas need to be prioritized, noting that “trees in our urban areas
have been decreasing through the years despite the countless benefits they give to improve the
quality of life in cities, especially now that climate change is upon us.”

Of particular concern to the environment, the chief said, is how many of the trees had been
cleared of the nailed campaign posters and the likelihood that there are nails still left in trees that
can cause long-term damage to trees, especially the young ones.

“Hammering a nail into a tree inevitably leaves a wound that exposes its insides to bacteria and
fungi and causes decay of the wood, leading to a structurally weakened tree and can even shorten
its life,” Sampulna explained.

Juvenile trees are less able to recover from these injuries and are most vulnerable to these long-
term damages from injuries compared to mature trees over 10 years old.

“Our field officers may have to revisit the trees that have been cleared of these materials to remove
unpulled nails and apply a wound dressing that contains fungicide and insecticide, especially in
nail holes that show signs of surface rust,” according to Raul Briz, chief of Forest Protection office
of the Forest Management Bureau.

Source; https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/02/denr-to-launch-sar-ops-for-trees-victimized-
by-erring-politicians/
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DENR opens Pawikan nesting site in Palauig

Published on: June 03, 2022
By Carlo Lorenzo Datu

IBA, Zambales (PI1A) -- Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) opened a Pawikan nesting site in
Magalawa Island in Palauig, Zambales.

This is to raise public awareness and community support for the protection and conservation of
marine resources.

DENR Masinloc Community Environment and Natural Resources Office Head Ariel Mendoza said
the coastline of the 42-hectare Magalawa Island has been an important nesting ground of marine
turtles.

It is located within the more than 7,000-hectare Masinloc and Oyon Bay Protected Seascape and
Landscape (MOBPLYS).

"We have sighted Olive ridley and Green sea turtles nesting in the white sand of Magalawa since
December of last year,” Mendoza shared.

More than 400 hatchlings of these species have been released back to the sea of MOBPLS.
DENR Undersecretary Annaliza Teh explained that climate resilient infrastructure should be an

integral part of a marine protected area management plan to achieve environmental
sustainability.
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DENR opens Pawikan nesting site in Palauig

"Solar energy panels and rain water harvesting system are some of the important infrastructure
that can help in attaining climate resiliency in protected area," she said.

For his part, United States Agency for International Development Sustainable Interventions for
Biodiversity, Oceans and Landscapes Project Field Site Team Leader Felix Mendoza. pointed out
the important support and assistance that they have implemented to better manage the MOBPLS.

"Marine turtle conservation, mangrove and beach forests rehabilitation training course and
community managed-savings and credit association are some of the capacity building support of
the project to effectively protect the MOBPLS,” he said.

MOBPLS is the first and only legislated marine protected are in Zambales and in Central Luzon
under Republic Act 11032 otherwise known as Expanded National Integrated Protected Area
System.

It is home to unique and diverse species including the hybrid mangrove species of Rhizophora x
lamarckii, and the blue-spotted rabbit fish.

Also, important habitat such as the 1,500-hectare coral reefs, 109-hectare mangrove forests and
vast seagrass beds.

This year's environment month theme "Only One Earth", underscores the need to live sustainably

in harmony with nature, and the possibilities for shifting to a greener lifestyle through policy and
individual choices. (CLID-PIA 3)

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/06/03/denr-opens-pawikan-nesting-site-in-palauig
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DENR, nagsagawa ng clean-up drive sa Malolos

Published on: June 01, 2022
By Vinson Concepcion

LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS (PIA) -- May 83 sako ng basura ang nakolekta sa isinagawang clean-up
drive ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources o0 DENR sa barangay Tikay sa
lungsod ng Malolos.

Pinagtulungang linisin ng ahensya at mga opisyal ng naturang barangay ang irrigation system ng
National Irrigation Administration bilang bahagi hg Manila Bay Cleanup and Rehabilitation
Program.

Ayon kay DENR Bulacan Conservation Chief Teresita Abrazaldo, ang aktibidad ay ang lundo ng
pagdiriwang ng Month of the Oceans.

Dagdag pa ni Abrazaldo, ang clean-up drive ay alay nila sa mahalagang papel ng mga “estero
rangers” bilang frontliners sa pagpapanatili ng kalinisan ng lahat ng uri ng katubigan sa lalawigan.

Matapos ang paglilinis, nagsagawa din ang grupo ng house-to-house information dissemination
ukol sa solid waste management.

Biinigyang diin ng DENR na mahalaga pa rin ang segregation at source at wastong pangongolekta
ng basura para sa epektibong solid waste management.

Kasama rin sa nasabing clean up drive ang mga kawani mula sa Environmental Management
Bureau at Community Environment and Natural Resources Office. (CLID/VFC-PIA 3)
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DENR, nagsagawa ng clean-up drive sa Malolos

May 83 sako ng basura ang nakolekta sa isinagawang clean-up drive ng Department of Environment and Natural
Resources sa barangay Tikay sa lungsod ng Malolos. (DENR)

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/06/01/denr-nagsagawa-ng-clean-up-drive-sa-malolos
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DENR leads bamboo planting in Apalit

(Contributed Photo)

IAN OCAMPO FLORA
June 03, 2022

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources, through its Provincial Environment
Resources Office (PENRO) in Pampanga, led by PENR Officer Roger Encarnacion, held a bamboo
planting activity along the Pampanga River in Barangay Sulipan.

The event is part of the PENRO’s commemoration of the first day of the Philippine Environment
Month with the theme Aksyon Para sa Natatanging Mundo.

A total of 200 bamboo stocks were planted in a 900-square meter site along the easements of
Pampanga River.

Aksyon Para sa Natatanging Mundo #OnlyOnekEarth is the campaign for World Environment Day
2022. It calls for collective, transformative action on a global scale to celebrate, protect and restore
our planet.

It has been a long-standing wake-up call for people to realize that there is only One Earth.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930825/pampanga/local-news/denr-leads-bamboo-
planting-in-apalit
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15 divers join I1st underwater clean up drive

Published on: June 01, 2022
By Alex Lumaque

ROXAS CITY, Capiz (PIA) -- Fifteen volunteer licensed divers from different government and non-
government organizations participated in the successful conduct of the province's first-ever
underwater clean up drive, May 27, in Brgy. Balogo in Pilar town.
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15 divers join I1st underwater clean up drive

The activity dubbed "Sisid Basurero: An Underwater Clean-up Drive" was in time with the Month
of the Ocean last May to raise public awareness and impart knowledge to the community the
importance of coastal ecosystems.

Based on the Capiz Provincial Environment and Natural Resources (CaPENRO) social media post,
the divers gathered various wastes like tin cans, plastic bags, nets and clothes.

The Sisid Basurero was complimented by a clean-up along the shoreline by other participants who
did not join the dive that collected about 80 kilograms of plastic waste.

The pro-environement initiative was conducted by CaPENRO in partnership with the Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources Office of Pilar through the support of local government units
of Carles and Estancia towns in lloilo, Philippine Coast Guard, Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Office, Capiz Police Provincial Office, Tawi Cares, Capiz Mandaragat, Capiz
Emergency Response Team, 4P's Integrated Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management Council
and Bangon Agojo Fisherfolk Association.

The underwater clean-up was initially scheduled last April at the Napti Island in Panay town in
time with the Capiztahan 2022 celebration but was postponed in the aftermath of Tropical
Depression Agaton. (JBG/AAL/PIA Capiz)

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/06/01/15-divers-join-1st-underwater-clean-up-drive
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Urgent plea for environment

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:07 AM June 03, 2022

Hailed as “very welcome (but) long overdue,” the recent court ruling against Marcopper Mining
Corp. was handed down almost 30 years after “one of the worst mining and environmental
disasters in Philippine history.”

On May 16, the Marinduque Regional Trial Court Branch 38 ordered Marcopper to pay P200,000
in temperate damages to each of the 30 plaintiffs affected by the 1993 Marcopper mine spill in
Mogpog town, and another P100,000 in moral damages. The mining company was also ordered to
pay P1 million in exemplary damages.

The court blamed the mining firm’s negligence in maintaining its Maguila-guila siltation dam,
which burst and flooded the Mogpog River and nearby communities with toxic residues of heavy
metals.

While describing the court decision as “a major victory for the people of Marinduque,” the
province’s representative and Speaker Lord Allan Velasco said the government must continue to
exact accountability from the mining firm “for the consequences of its irresponsible mining
practices” that led to two major mine spills in 1993 and 1996. Poisoned with mine tailings, both the
Mogpog and Boac rivers are now considered biologically dead. Meanwhile, Velasco said, his
province mates “continue to suffer the effects of the mining tragedy as evidenced by health
problems, making it all the more imperative to come up with stringent and long-term
environmental solutions.”

While the damages awarded are widely considered to be “too little, too late,” they brought into
sharp focus the huge social and economic costs, as well as environmental risks, involved in
mining, and the need for stricter government regulations to protect the community. Quite a
timely reminder, too, given the country’s recent lifting of its four-year-old ban on open-pit mining
for copper, gold, silver, and complex ores to boost venue.

In Palawan, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) early this month
canceled the environmental clearance certificate issued in 2007 and 2009 to the Coron Bay
Development Project, which the DENR itself admitted was a “minor lapse” on its part.

“The progress of the project should have been closely monitored [by local environmental
officials],” DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said of the reclamation project that had already
covered 40 of its original 48-hectare proposed expanse, when the damage it had inflicted on
Coron’s coastal area and ecosystem was discovered.

With government agencies busy addressing the pandemic, the proponents and the provincial
government “took advantage [of the situation] to reclaim and reclaim,” the DENR official said.

While the project was halted due to “lack of funds” between 2012 and 2018, it was reinstated by
Palawan Gov. Jose Alvarez, who entered into a joint venture with developers for the construction
of hotels, docking stations, and other tourism-related facilities in Coron town proper.


https://opinion.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Urgent plea for environment

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:07 AM June 03, 2022

The DENR should crack the whip and file charges for violating environmental laws against those
responsible for the destructive project that was noted to have already changed the landscape of
Coron. According to a study conducted by a marine biologist, 27 percent of corals in the area are
now dead, while the rest are threatened by sedimentation.

Similar cases of environmental peril are in the news as well, among them the reopening on June 12
of the P389-million dolomite beach on Manila Bay, despite warnings from health experts of the
harm that crystalline silica, found in dolomite, can cause to the lungs, eyes, and skin.

Just as worrying is the possible operation of the mothballed Bataan Nuclear Power Plant that,
following the 1979 Three Mile Island accident in the United States, underwent a safety inquiry that
revealed 4,000 defects, including its being built near a major geological fault line.

Such issues underscore the need for the incoming administration to include environmental
concerns among its priorities because of their immediate and catastrophic impact. Climate
change, for one, has unleashed increasingly violent storms, devastating floods, and massive
landslides on vulnerable countries like ours. With the typhoon season upon us, it would be timely
for authorities to review government policies that touch on these perennial disasters, and
reconsider rationalized land use, the protection of natural watersheds, antilogging laws, land
conversion, reforestation as part of urbanization, and so on.

Just as urgent is finding and developing cheaper and renewable sources of fuel in the face of
skyrocketing gas prices because of the ongoing Ukraine-Russia crisis. Coal as an alternative would
mean balding forests, while nuclear energy could have cataclysmic consequences.

Addressing all these environmental ills won't be easy, and the temptation is to look for short-term
solutions to get them out of the way. The real challenge, though, is to take a long view on how to
conserve and prudently use the country’s limited resources, given that future generations depend
on them as well.

Read more: https://opinion.inquirer.net/153586/urgent-plea-for-environment#ixzz7VBUnIK7W
Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook
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Pena: World Environment Day 2022

ROX PENA
ESSUE
June 03, 2022

THIS Sunday, June 5, is the 50th celebration of World Environment Day (WED). This event was
established by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the
Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. It is the largest global platform for
environmental public outreach and is celebrated by millions of people across the world including
the Philippines.

It was also in June 5 that the UN General Assembly created the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the principal body of the UN in the field of environment. The first
celebration, under the slogan “Only One Earth” took place in 1974. This year, “Only One Earth" is
still the campaign slogan, with the focus on “Living Sustainably in Harmony with Nature”. This
year’s host is Sweden.

Past World Environment Days have focused on everything from air pollution to food waste, and
each year has seen an increase in the number of people participating. In 1977, the event focused on
the depletion of the ozone layer and in 1983 on acid rain. Climate change was the theme in 1989.
Last year the theme was ‘ecosystem restoration’, focusing on resetting our relation with nature.

In the Philippines, WED is observed not just for a day but for the whole month of June. This yearly
observance started in 1988 when President Corazon C. Aquino signed proclamation No. 237
declaring the month of June as Philippine Environment Month.

Today our planet Earth, our only home, faces numerous environmental threats like global
warming which is causing climate change, pollution of the air, land and water, plastic waste and
habitat loss. WED 2022 calls for collective, transformative action on a global scale to celebrate,
protect and restore our planet. While nations and governments are in the best position to effect
change through their laws and policies, individually we can also act. We can change our lifestyle
and consumption habits. We are living unsustainably.

We are using the equivalent of 1.6 Earths to maintain our current way of life, and ecosystems
cannot keep up with our demands. Our lifestyles are associated with two thirds of all greenhouse
gas emissions. Studies show that sustainable lifestyles and behaviors could reduce our emissions
by 40 to 70% by 2050.

We have to act fast. Time is running out. To keep global warming below 1.5°C this century, we
must halve annual greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. Without action, exposure to air pollution
beyond safe guidelines will increase by 50 per cent within the decade and plastic waste flowing
into aquatic ecosystems will nearly triple by 2040.


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/784/rox-pea
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Pena: World Environment Day 2022

Experts say it is clear that urgent, transformative action is required to halt the decline of the
natural world. To support this UNEP has produced the #0nlyOneEarth Practical Guide, a compass
providing governments, cities, businesses, community groups and individuals with key
environmental actions they can take to effect real change.

Source; https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930817/pampanga/opinion/pea-world-environment-
day-2022
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NegOcc’s award-winning wetlands area documented in
photo exhibit

By Nanette Guadalquiver June 3, 2022, 7:16 pm

EXHIBIT. The photo documentation of the Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands Conservation Area, which garnered
the province the 2021 Galing Pook Award through the program titled “Network of Alliances for Coastal Wetlands
Conservation”, can be viewed on the second floor of a mall in Bacolod until June 15, 2022. The exhibit is part of the
30th Provincial Environment Month celebration. (Photo courtesy of PEMO Negros Occidental)

BACOLOD CITY - Photographs of the award-winning Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands
Conservation Area (NOCWCA) shot by a group of local enthusiasts are featured in an exhibit as
part of the 30th Provincial Environment Month celebration this June.

On Thursday, the photo display of the NOCWCA, which garnered the province the 2021 Galing
Pook Award through the program titled, “Network of Alliances for Coastal Wetlands
Conservation”, was held on the second floor of SM City Bacolod North Wing and will run until
June 15.

From June 16 to 24, the exhibit can be viewed at the mall’s bridge area.

Head of the Provincial Environment Management Office (PEMO), Julie Ann Bedrio, said the
activities during the month-long event aim to increase environmental awareness and highlight the
role of Negrenses as stewards in the conservation, protection, and restoration of the environment.

The photo documentation, themed “Connecting People and Wetlands Ecosystems Services”, is
being presented through the collaboration among the Camera Club of Negros, Provincial
Administrator’s Office, and PEMO.

It shows the sights across the wetlands located in southern Negros, which has been declared the
seventh Ramsar site (wetland of international importance) in the Philippines on Oct. 20, 2016, and
later, the fourth East Asian Australasian Flyway Site.
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NegOcc’s award-winning wetlands area documented in
photo exhibit

The Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands Area Management Alliance (NOCWAMA) manages the
NOCWCA that spans a contiguous wetlands area with a coastline of 109.52 km. across 10 local
government units.

About 80 bird species were recorded in the NOCWCA, including the globally endangered Great
knot, Far Eastern curlew, and Nordmann’s greenshank, as well as threatened species, such as the
Irrawaddy dolphin and three species of marine turtles, the critically endangered Hawksbill turtle,
and the endangered Green turtle and Olive ridley turtle.

The Provincial Environment Month is being observed under Provincial Ordinance 152, series of
1998.

In its 30th year, the provincial government has adopted the United Nations Environment Program
World Environment Day 2022 theme, “Only One Earth”, which highlights the need to live
sustainably in harmony with nature by bringing transformative changes — through policies and
our choices — towards cleaner, greener lifestyles. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175756
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Mangrove island in Negros Occidental featured in int’l film
‘Amon Banwa sa Lawod’

Published June 3, 2022, 12:00 PM
by Glazyl Masculino

DIRECTOR Anton Juan shooting a scene in the international film ‘Amon Banwa sa Lawod’ at the mangrove island of
Suyac in Sagay City, Negros Occidental. (Photo courtesy of the Sagay City PIO and Tourism Office)

BACOLOD CITY - The mangrove island of Suyac in Barangay Tabaao, Sagay City, Negros
Occidental is featured in an international full-length film set to premiere next year.

The film “Amon Banwa sa Lawod” or “Our Island of the Mangrove Moon” is the first feature film
ever shot on Suyac Island which was done with the community’s permission and participation.

The film is directed by Anton Juan and was produced by the US-based Kellogg Institute for
International Studies, Erehwon Center for the Arts, the Performance Laboratory, Negros Cultural
Foundation, the Negros Museum, and the city government of Sagay.

It revolves around the memories of the island centered on the life, love, and passing of the people.
It was devised from the play “Our Town” by Thornton Wilder and was written by Juan and Mark
Garcia, a Sagaynon filmmaker, who also served as an assistant director of the film.

Juan is an internationally acclaimed theater and film director, whose film, “Winged Fragments of
our Children,” premiered at the Busan International Film Festival in 2017, and won the best film at
Chandler International Film Festival and Toronto International Diversity Film Festival.

Juan, in a statement, said the film would articulate the mangrove community, resurrect the lives of
the people living and dead, their struggles and simple joys, their resilience, and connection with
the environment, and their relationship with the sea and their protection of their mangrove island


https://mb.com.ph/author/glazyl-masculino

§\ STRATEGIC June 4, 2022 [] Headtine

COMMUNICATION & Dot |:| Editorial
—— [N TIATIVES |:| Column
i

MANILAS*BULLETIN -2~  Orwer

s SERVICE j Lo et _SLC— sy sy [Jorn
pinion
1 Page
|

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

Mangrove island in Negros Occidental featured in int’l film
‘Amon Banwa sa Lawod’

which, in turn, protects and sustains the community as a source of food, economic survival, and
protection from huge flooding in the typhoon and monsoon seasons.

The central dramatic line grows from the everyday resilience of fisherfolk, living by hope, work,
and faith, confronting a global problem: The erasure of a people’s historical existence by power
structures and neo-colonial moves on the high seas, he added.

Juan thanked the city government of Sagay and Mayor Alfredo Marafion I11 for helping to create a
film that will speak of the people’s beauty “in these crucial times we need to consolidate creative
forces.”

The film starred local actors from Sagay and Bacolod City and most of them were first time actors
in a film. It wrapped production last month.

Marafion said they support this creative undertaking because they believe that film is powerful
and persuasive.

The film has also the potential to promote tourism and with the strong local filmmaking
movement, we can collaborate and make Sagay as a film tourism destination in Negros provided
that it will be environment and community friendly respecting the culture and sensibilities of our
people, the Sagay mayor added.

The film will have a scheduled screening on the island, Sagay City, and Negros Museum.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/03/mangrove-island-in-negros-occidental-featured-in-intl-
film-amon-banwa-sa-lawod/
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ISANC BABY SERPENT EAGLE, NASAGIP SA MATI CITY, DAVAC ORIENTAL

Isang oaby sercent eagle any malagurmpay na nasagio sa Macambol, Mali Sity, Davao Orienial noong
Miyersules (June 1],

Ayon kay Ferdnand Manancos, sang retradong pulls, agad niva ltong kinump'ska sa lsang resldente na
durmzan sz kaniyang pagmamay-aning beach resorl.

Avon naman kay City Enviranmeant caief Zaldy Lumaan, tagaman hindi napapanilang sa endangered
species ang 2erpent eages, leqal pa rin ang pagdakio Zito.

Agad namzng nzi-turn cver ni Mabandos ang nzsabing acila sa DENR office sa Mat Tty at inaaszhang
illipatito sa isang rehabilitation facility sa Tagurn City.

Ang coaslal vilage ng Macambel ay idineklzra ng nationzl govemmenl Lilang santuaryo ng Philippine
eagles. Banagi to ng Mt Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary, ang nag-isang World Heritage Sie sa
Windanan./
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Isang baby serpent eagle, nasagip
sa Mati City, Davao Oriental

0 /UNTVNawsfescue o @untvnewsrescue B ¢ urtvnawsandrescue

Source: https://www.facebook.com/187059061319515/posts/8380808725277800/?app=fbl
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Avian flu threatens Philippine Eagle Center

By Ruth Palo
June 4, 2022

These two Philippine eagles are among the 35 protected by the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) at Malagos village,
Davao del Sur. PEF FILE PHOTO

DIGOS CITY: The Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) is now working to relocate the Philippine
Eagle Center to a more secure and viable location for breeding amid the looming threat of the
avian flu.

Andi Baldonado, PEF development manager, said this is due to threats brought by the avian
influenza, adding they are on standby to relocate the Philippine eagles to the 50-hectare local
government property in Barangay Eden Toril District in this city.

Baldonado said the recent avian flu infection in Magsaysay town in Davao del Sur, which is less
than a hundred kilometers away from the center, "practically brings the threat at their doorstep."

She said a single case of avian flu in the center can potentially wipe out all 34 Philippine eagles
that they have right now.

"That's why we've said that we are on standby for a possible lockdown again if ever there's a case
that will be detected in Davao City because we cannot risk having avian flu in the only captive
breeding facility for the Philippine eagle,"” Baldonado said.
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Avian flu threatens Philippine Eagle Center

"The long-term plan is to really move, Malagos is no longer conducive for breeding wildlife and
keeping the birds safe from the avian flu threat. In 2017, we had the threat as well so it's becoming
more frequent. To prevent contamination, we need to isolate them," Baldonado said.

Right now, Baldonado said they are intensifying its biosecurity measures where the keepers are
given access to the eagles in the center.

These keepers, she said, are assigned to specific eagles; they go to strict measures such as
showering and changing into scrubs whenever they come in contact with the eagles.

The center, however, is still open to the public but stricter measures will have to be followed like
not allowing vehicles to come inside the property anymore.

Baldonado also cited some game breeding farms around the 8.4-hectare Philippine Eagle Center,
which houses 34 birds apart from several other wild bird species susceptible to infection.

"So it's not ideal anymore for a long-term plan of Philippine eagle conservation like breeding. And
we find that it's time that we really need to secure the population and move them away from these
areas," Baldonado added.

"We are working with the CPDO (City Planning and Development Office) towards releasing a
usufruct which would allow us to use the facility for captive breeding and rescue rehabilitation,"
Baldonado said.

The PEF is seeking to raise P56 million as an initial budget to start the establishment of a new
Philippine Eagle Facility in Eden, Toril.

Meanwhile, the PEF is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year with the theme "#AgilLaya: Lasting
Freedom for the Philippine Eagle."

Highlights of the celebration include an exhibit from June 6 to 12 featuring Philippine eagle
conservation milestones at SM Lanang Premier Atrium.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/04/news/regions/avian-flu-threatens-philippine-
eagle-center/1846084
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Environmental group applauds rejection of board's
resolution lifting open-pit mining ban in S. Cotabato

Published June 3, 2022, 9:44 PM
by Armando Fenequito, Jr.

DAVAO CITY - An environmental group here has expressed elation over the decision of South
Cotabato governor Reynaldo Tamayo to veto a Provincial Board'’s resolution lifting a ban on open-
pit mining.

The environmental group Interface Development Interventions for Sustainability (IDIS) said the

governor’s rejection of the board’s resolution lifting a ban on open-pit mining was the fruit of their
insistent call not to allow environmental destruction.

“Proud to be a part of the thousands of people who went out and braved the scorching heat of the
sun to call for the veto of the ordinance amending the environment code of South Cotabato,” said
lawyer Mark Pefalver, executive director of IDIS, in his social media post.

However, Pefialver said they have to maintain their vigilance since the Provincial Board can still
override the governor’s veto.

“This is not yet the end. Uphold the ban,” said Pefalver.

In rejecting the board resolution, Tamayo said he is hoping that the outgoing members of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan will no longer override his decision and let the next council review it.

The governor explained that he junked the lifting of the ban on open-pit mining for being
prejudicial to the public welfare and inimical to the overall interest of the province.

“Time and time again, it is always stressed that the province’s holistic development is anchored
first and foremost on its people,” governor Tamayo said.

Tamayo said he could not see any compelling reason that a decade-old ordinance to ban open-pit
mining needed to be amended since this protects the residents and the environment from any
destruction.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/03/environmental-group-applauds-rejection-of-boards-
resolution-lifting-open-pit-mining-ban-in-s-cotabato/
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South Cotabato bishop calls for veto of local open-pit
mining law

By Interaksyon
-June 3, 2022 - 3:35 PM

Bishop Cerilo Casicas of Marbel (front row, 3rd from right) joins a march towards the South Cotabato capitol building
in Koronadal City to protest the lifting of the ban on open-pit mining in the province, June 1, 2022. (Photo courtesy of
Clyde Jomoc/Sac Marbel via CBCP News)

A Catholic bishop is calling on South Cotabato’s top official to veto a measure allowing large-scale
mining projects in the province.

Bishop Cerilo Casicas of Marbel joined a massive rally outside the capitol building in Koronadal
City on Wednesday to protest the lifting of open-pit mining ban in the province.

The bishop particularly urged Gov. Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. to veto the local legislator’s controversial
decision made a week after the elections.

The Marbel Diocesan Social Action Center claimed more than 10,000 people joined the
demonstration, which started with a march from Christ the King Cathedral to the capitol.

“The people have spoken and this is the ultimate truth that you should consider as governor. To
do otherwise, I may even say, you will be remiss in your duty,” Casicas said at the rally.

This was the second rally in two weeks after the provincial board on May 16 amended its
environmental law, paving the way for a $5.9 billion copper-gold project.

Located in Tampakan town, the mine is said to be one of the largest undeveloped copper-gold
deposits in the world.

The move was seen as a “slap in the face” for those who are campaigning for the environment and
welfare of communities.
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South Cotabato bishop calls for veto of local open-pit
mining law

“We hope the governor will not do the same to us and listen to the voice of the majority of the
people of South Cotabato, who are against the lifting of the ban on open-pit mining,” Casicas
added.

Addressing the crowd, the prelate asked them to continue praying that their voices will be heard
by their political leaders.

“Prayer is still our ultimate weapon,” he said.

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/06/03/218782/south-cotabato-
bishop-calls-for-veto-of-local-open-pit-mining-law/
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SoCot guv vetoes open-pit mining ordinance

By Roel Osano June 3, 2022, 9:21 pm

South Cotabato Governor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. (Photo courtesy of South Cotabato P10O)

KORONADAL CITY - South Cotabato Governor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. has vetoed the amended
Environment Code Ordinance that sought to lift the open-pit mining ban in the province.

In a press conference Friday, Tamayo said he was quite surprised that the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan (SP) "quickly" approved the amendments to the ordinance during a session on May
16.

He was out of the country when a majority of the SP members passed the amended ordinance.

“I don’t know the reason behind the quick approval; I am returning the ordinance to the SP,”
Tamayo said.

Since the council is in recess, the governor said the matter would be discussed by the next set of
provincial board members.

In his veto, Tamayo invoked Section 55 of the Local Government Code (Republic Act 7160),
describing the amendment as “prejudicial to the public welfare and inimical to the overall interest
of South Cotabatefios.”

“I could not find any compelling reason why the SP would amend a decade-old ordinance that
ably and effectively protect the people of South Cotabato from the ill-effects of the wanton
destruction of our God-given resources,” he said.
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SoCot guv vetoes open-pit mining ordinance

Tamayo was quick to add though that the environment code has nothing to do with the operation
of Sagittarius Mines, Inc. (SMI) in Tampakan town.

“The ordinance only regulates mining operations within the authority of the local government
unit like small-scale mining,” he said.

Ordinance 04, series of 2010, entitled “An Ordinance Providing for the Environment Code of the
Province of South Cotabato”, was passed on June 9, 2010.

In 2015, the SP filed a resolution affirming the open-pit mining ban in the province.

Pro-mining groups earlier said the open-pit mining ban in South Cotabato hampered the
development of the copper and gold mine project in Tampakan, touted as the largest in Southeast
Asia.

Anti-mining groups, however, said the project endangered not only the environment but also the
lives of residents.

SMI has been pursuing the Tampakan gold project for more than a decade. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175851
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Plant indigenous trees along BRT route, proponents urged

IVAN REY R. TAN
June 03, 2022

AN ENVIRONMENTAL advocate hopes that implementers of the Cebu Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
project will use indigenous trees for their greening program.

Architect Patrick Gozon, a member of the Philippine Native Plants Conservation Society Inc., told
SunStar Cebu Friday, June 3, 2022, that the BRT implementation group should consider trees that
can provide greater shade and are native to Cebu or other parts of the country.

A total of 228 trees will be earth-balled in Cebu City and the majority of these are Indian Trees.

In a recent interview, BRT project head engineer Norvin Imbong said they have already
downloaded P17.5 million for the earth-balling activity. He said for a tree that will be affected by
the project, the BRT project team will be planting another 100 trees in other locations.

According to Gozon, the team should choose indigenous species of trees rather than sticking to
Indian trees that do not provide a good deal of shade because of their spindle-looking form.

Gozon added that choosing the right kind of trees on the sidewalk will be beneficial to pedestrians
since it contributes to lowering the heat index.

Among the native trees that Gozon recommended for sidewalk planting are Narra, Molave,
Banilad, Talisay, Dangkalan, and Dita.

In response, Imbong said they will just follow the guidelines that will be set by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources when it comes to planting new trees.

The earth-balling of trees is part of the preparation for Package 1 of the BRT Project—the
construction of terminals and dedicated bus routes from the Cebu South Bus Terminal going to
the Cebu Provincial Capitol.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930973/cebu/local-news/plant-indigenous-trees-
along-brt-route-proponents-urged
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BAN Toxics: Be careful in choosing kiddie school bags

Published on: June 02, 2022
By BAN Toxics
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BAN Toxics: Be careful in choosing kiddie school bags

BAN Toxics cautions the public on buying children's school bags after it tested
positive for lead based on the recent test buy operations conducted last May 22 to
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BAN Toxics cautions the public on buying children’s school bags after it tested positive for lead
based on the recent test buy operations conducted last May 22 to 29 in three cities in Metro
Manila: Manila, Pasay, and Quezon City.

Using a SCIAPS X-200 HH XRF Analyzer, the kiddie bags, with prices ranging from 100 PHP to 180
PHP, were found to have exceeding amounts of lead, with levels up to 500 parts per million (ppm).
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Department Administrative
Order 2013-24 or Chemical Control Order for Lead and Lead Compounds strictly prohibits the use
of lead in the production and manufacturing of school supplies.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), children are at risk of lead

exposure. Lead exposure is particularly dangerous to children because their growing bodies
absorb more of the chemical than adults do. Children’s nervous systems are more sensitive to the
damaging effects of lead. Even at low levels, lead in children’s blood can result in learning and
behavior problems, lower 1Q, hyperactivity, slowed growth, hearing problems, and anemia.

“We call the attention of regulatory agencies, Food and Drug Administration and the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources, to conduct enforcement action on the continued selling of
unlabeled kiddie school bags with toxic lead in the market," said Thony Dizon, Toxics Campaigner
of BAN Toxics.

June is declared “Philippine Environment Month” by virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 237.
The observance of World Environment Day in the country is not only a gesture of the Philippines’
support to the cause of enhancing world ecology, but also a recognition of the imperative need to
instill environmental awareness and concern among the various sectors of Philippine society.
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BAN Toxics: Be careful in choosing kiddie school bags

"We likewise call the attention of the Department of Education to initiate environmental
awareness activities among students, parents, and teachers to promote Toxics-Free Schools
Program to safeguard our homes and schools from toxics and wastes exposure.” BAN Toxics
added.

BAN Toxics is an independent non-government environmental organization that promotes
Toxics-Free Schools Program (TFSP). It is a systems approach of implementing school awareness
and programs on various toxics and wastes concerns and developing a safe environment for
students, teachers, parents, and the communities in general.

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/06/02/ban-toxics-be-careful-in-choosing-kiddie-
school-bags
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Calling on the next administration to take urgent action on
climate change

Published June 4, 2022, 12:05 AM
by Manila Bulletin

In less than a month, a new administration will take the reins of the country. We would know by
then the direction of the next president’s agenda, which will shape the future of this nation. As of
the moment, there are still no announcements with regards to the environment team that will
lead the various agencies related to the use and upkeep of our country’s natural resources. This is
something that is much awaited especially by the scientific community.

A few days ago, members of the academe, the scientific community, and concerned citizens called
on the next administration to “prioritize and take urgent action on the climate emergency.”

“With the impacts of climate change affecting more and more Filipinos year on year, the group is
hoping for the climate emergency agenda to be part of the next administration’s priority
programs,” according to a statement also released by The Climate Reality Project Philippines, a
group of climate advocates who share a vision of a better reality for the country and the world.

The call, first posted last April 24, 2022, two weeks ahead of this year’s election, makes a case for
the integration of a climate emergency agenda alongside national plans and priorities in
anticipation of how a harsher and less predictable climate will exacerbate existing problems in
poverty, food security, economic recovery, and disaster mitigation, among others.

As one of the countries with the richest forest biodiversity in the world and where the majority of
the population live along coasts, it is important for the next administration to ensure that
biodiversity conservation be strengthened, and management of coastal resources must be
sustainable.

Incidentally, tomorrow, June 5, is World Environment Day. Led by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), it has been held annually on June 5 since 1973. This is the
“largest global platform for environmental public outreach and is celebrated by millions across the
world.” The slogan used for this event annually is #0nlyOneEarth.
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Calling on the next administration to take urgent action on
climate change

In a statement from UNEP, the slogan stresses that we have “only one earth.” “In the universe are
billions of galaxies; in our galaxy are billions are planets; but there is only one earth, so let’s take
care of it.” It also lists down the “triple planetary emergencies” that we are currently facing and
what must be addressed immediately: “First, the climate is heating up too quickly for people and
nature to adapt; second, habitat loss and other pressures mean an estimated one million species
are threatened with extinction; and last, pollution continues to poison our air, land, and water.”

To address these concerns, the UNEP advised governments all over the world that the “way out of
this dilemma is to transform economies and societies to make them inclusive, fair, and more
connected with nature.” It stressed: “We must shift from harming the planet to healing it.”

Amid the dire news on our planet, there are solutions and technology that exist to address various
climate-related challenges. One of the most urgent, according to climate experts, is to keep global
warming below 1.5-degree Celcius. “Time is running out and nature is in emergency mode. We
must halve annual greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. Without action, exposure to air pollution
beyond safe guidelines will increase by 50 percent within the decade and plastic waste flowing into
aquatic ecosystems will nearly triple by 2040. We need urgent action to address these pressing
issues, making ‘Only One Earth’ and its focus on living sustainably in harmony with nature, as
pertinent as ever.”

The next administration, then, must be prudent and practical to study the entire spectrum of
climate change in the context of experts and reliable data. Whoever will implement the president’s
environment agenda must ensure to get the support and cooperation of individuals and civil
society who are green advocates, awareness raisers, and sustainability supporters.

The UNEP has said that “the more we raise our voices, emphasize what needs to be done, and
point out who is responsible, the faster change will come.” This is what is needed in the days to
come. As long as green advocates raise their voices to be heard by the next administration, the
green agenda will not be forgotten or left on the sidelines.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/04/calling-on-the-next-administration-to-take-urgent-
action-on-climate-change/
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House calls for stronger action on climate change

By Edu Punay(The Philippine Star)
- June 4, 2022 - 12:00am

PHILIPPINE

In the final plenary session of the 18th Congress before adjournment sine die last Wednesday afternoon, congressmen
decided to adopt a resolution seeking more measures to address the climate crisis through a whole-of-government
approach toward enhancing climate justice and disaster resilience.

MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives has called for stronger action on climate
change mitigation and environmental sustainability.

In the final plenary session of the 18th Congress before adjournment sine die last Wednesday
afternoon, congressmen decided to adopt a resolution seeking more measures to address the
climate crisis through a whole-of-government approach toward enhancing climate justice and
disaster resilience.

House Resolution 2605, authored by Deputy Speaker and senator-elect Loren Legarda, calls on
developed countries to deliver on their financing commitments as well as to do their fair share in
improving climate justice and the environment.

“I hope that we continue to give more teeth to our 10 landmark environmental laws for effective
and efficient implementation, so we will be ensured a climate-resilient, sustainable, green and
regenerative economy that will be fair and just to all the vulnerable populations of our country,”
Legarda said in her privilege speech.

The resolution, entitled “Expressing the Sense of the House of Representatives for Climate Justice,
Strengthened Implementation of the Philippines Climate Change and Environmental
Sustainability Laws, and for the Developed Countries to Deliver on Their Commitments,” also calls
for the urgent and effective implementation of the country’s environment and climate change
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House calls for stronger action on climate change

laws, projects and programs and supports the establishment of an accountability mechanism for
climate change and a specific Loss and Damage Fund.

The measure further calls for an enabling policy environment to transition the country toward
sustainability and climate resilience and strengthen the government’s actions in achieving the
goals of the Paris Agreement.

“In 2020, the global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the atmosphere reached record high with
carbon dioxide levels surging to 413.2 parts per million (ppm), or 149 percent higher than the pre-
industrial level.

Methane and nitrous oxide rose by 262 percent and 123 percent, respectively, compared to their
levels in 1750,” the resolution read.

It warned how climate change threatens food security in the Philippines, citing 2020 data showing
moderate or severe prevalence of food insecurity here stood at 62.1 percent, more than double the
global rate of 25.5 percent.

Filipinos who are at risk of hunger may increase by 1.4 million in 2030 and 2.5 million in 2050.The
resolution called on government agencies to ensure agricultural resilience by improving the ability
of agricultural systems and food producers.

Lastly, it urged the government to build climate-resilient communities and ecosystems.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/04/2185916/house-calls-stronger-action-
climate-change/amp/
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Legarda wants more teeth for laws to achieve climate justice

By Filane Mikee Cervantes June 3, 2022, 10:07 pm

PHOTO COURTESY OF |

MANILA - House of Representatives Deputy Speaker Loren Legarda on Friday stressed the need
to give more teeth to effectively and efficiently implement landmark environmental laws to
advance climate justice.

Legarda made the remark after the House adopted Resolution 2605, expressing the House’s
sensibilities toward climate justice as it pushes for the strengthened implementation of the
country's climate change and environmental sustainability laws.

"Sana po ay patuloy nating bigyan ng ngipin, (Hopefully we would continue adding more teeth) for
the effective and efficient implementation, ang ating (of our) 10 landmark environmental laws, so
we will be ensured a climate-resilient, sustainable, green, and regenerative economy that will be
fair and just to all the vulnerable populations of our country," she said.

The resolution supported the establishment of an accountability mechanism for climate change
and a specific Loss and Damage Fund.

It also called for an enabling policy environment to transition the country toward sustainability
and climate resilience and strengthen the government’s actions in achieving the goals of the Paris
Agreement.

Kabataan Party-list Rep. Sarah Elago lauded the adoption of the resolution as it is another step
toward climate justice.

“This youth rep would just like to put on the record our utmost gratitude to various groups of
climate action and climate justice advocates and eco-warriors who have tirelessly worked with and
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Legarda wants more teeth for laws to achieve climate justice

alongside us for the adoption of House Resolution 2605 and for the advancement of multiple
legislative measures, which aim to urgently address the planetary emergency,” Elago said. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1175822
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Climate commission, DOE to promote hybrid, e-vehicles

By Rhodina Villanueva(The Philippine Star)
-June 4, 2022 - 12:00am

A plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) was turned over to the CCC by the DOE last May 30 at the energy
department’s office in Bonifacio Global City.

MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Department of Energy
(DOE) are partnering toward promoting and mainstreaming the use of hybrid and electric
vehicles in pursuit of a low-carbon, sustainable and climate-resilient development in the country.

A plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) was turned over to the CCC by the DOE last May 30 at
the energy department’s office in Bonifacio Global City.

The transfer is in line with DOE’s “Alternative Fuels Program for Transportation and Other
Purposes,” which promotes the use of cleaner alternative fuels and energy technologies for
transportation.

The initiative is timely, especially with the recent enactment of Republic Act 11697, otherwise
known as the Electric Vehicle Industry Development Act (EVIDA).

EVIDA provides for a national policy framework to develop the electric vehicle industry in the
Philippines.

“The endeavor is one step towards reducing the transportation sector’s direct dependence on oil
and gasoline, especially amidst rising fuel prices affecting consumers. It is also a move towards
reducing air pollution levels, as it aligns with the climate change mitigation actions being
articulated by the commission,” Climate Commission Secretary Robert Borje said.
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Climate commission, DOE to promote hybrid, e-vehicles

Borje expressed gratitude to the DOE and reaffirmed the CCC’s commitment to working with
DOE and other national government agencies on sustainable energy and transport initiatives and
other mutually beneficial initiatives.

Source; https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/04/2185914/climate-commission-doe-
promote-hybrid-e-vehicles/amp/
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Negros Oriental farmer orgs get forage choppers for climate
change

June 03, 2022

THE Department of Agriculture (DA)-Central Visayas distributed three forage choppers to cattle
raisers while supporting the adaptation of climate-resilient livestock raising in the province.

This is to equip livestock producers for producing silage, a climate-resilient technology for
livestock raisers, said Livestock Focal Team Voltaire Amper of DA-Central Visayas.

The forage chopper is a farm implement that has the advantage of shredding forages at a uniform
length.

The shredded forage is then compacted and stored in airtight conditions to be used as preserved
animal feed or silage, said Amper.

DA is currently advocating for silage production to build resiliency for livestock raisers confronted
with frequent weather anomalies and natural calamities.

Prior to the distribution of the forage choppers, DA-Central Visayas conducted a social
preparation activity to prepare the members to efficiently operate the machines.

The farmers’ associations that are recipients of forage choppers include Mabinay-Arebasore Farm
Family Association, Pamplona-Fatima Farmers’ Association, and Guihulngan City-Kapunungan sa
Makugihong Mag-uuma sa Trinidad with around 60 farmer-members.

The three farmers’ associations are recipients of the cattle fattening project of DA-Central
Visayas. (P1A)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930952/dumaguete/local-news/negros-oriental-
farmer-orgs-get-forage-choppers-for-climate-change
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& DANNY QUERUBIN

June 3, 2022 @ 3:09 PM 15 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines- Binaybay ng bikers ang bike lane sa kahabaan ng Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon City, nitong Hunyo 3 sa pagdiriwang ng World Bicycle Day.

Kinikilala sa World Bicycle Day ang kahalagahan ng mga bisekleta bilang simple, mura,
maaasahan at environment-friendly na uri ng transportasyon. Danny Querubin

Source: https://www.remate.ph/world-bicycle-day/
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Bad air quality in Asia causing spike in asthma

June 1, 2022 | 12:06 am

PHILIPPINE STAR/ MICHAEL VARCAS

By Bronté H. Lacsamana, Reporter

AIR POLLUTION and climate change, interlinked causes of allergic diseases and deaths around
the world, are health crises that require immediate action, according to experts from the Asia
Pacific Association of Allergy, Asthma and Clinical Immunology (APAAACI).

“The most hazardous air pollution is in Asia, where we’ve seen rising asthma rates due to changes
in ozone,” said Shazia Z. Rafi, president and convenor of an international air quality advocacy
group AirQualityAsia, at a recent APAAACI webinar on the impact of climate change on allergic
diseases.

“The right to clean air is our first human right, that first gulp of air we take when we are born,” she
added.

A good way to ensure better air quality is measuring it — the Air Quality Index (AQI), for
example, can do so in real-time from both ground level and satellite-based monitors.

In the Asia Pacific, around 2.3 billion people are exposed to levels of nitrogen dioxide several times
higher than the annual mean of 10 pg/m3, a guideline value set by the World Health Organization
(WHO) for assessing outdoor air pollution (nitrogen dioxide is a byproduct of combustion
processes).

This data point should be correlated with updated data on emergency visits for asthma and
pulmonary disease as well as number of deaths, said Ms. Rafi.

In 2021, the WHO released a fact sheet that said 4.2 million people die prematurely every year due
to outdoor pollution, the majority of which are from Asia and Africa.
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Bad air quality in Asia causing spike in asthma

Meanwhile, an_air quality study published by the WHO in 2018 said that there are 45.3 air
pollution-related deaths for every 100,000 Filipinos.

Such data shows policymakers that air quality is something that tangibly affects people’s lives and
welfare, according to Antique Rep. Lorna Regina “Loren” B. Legarda, an advocate of mitigating air
pollution and climate change in the Philippines.

“When we implement policies and measures to improve air quality, we get two for one because we
advance both climate and health goals at once,” she said.

The Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 and the Renewable Energy Act of 2008, both of which were
authored and supported by Ms. Legarda, are among the laws that were put in place for
environmental governance in the country.

Studies about the effects of climate change on allergens in the environment must also be brought
to light to highlight the severity of the issue, said Dr. Jae-Won Oh of the pediatrics department of
Hanyang University’s College of Medicine in Seoul.

“When put under elevated carbon dioxide levels expected to occur due to climate change, oak,
and ragweed produce significantly higher amounts of pollen,” he said, citing a 2021 study on the
increased sensitization to pollen in allergic children in Seoul.

Dr. Oh added that the ongoing increase in temperature may contribute to extended seasonal
duration — a pattern expected to continue due to changing climate.

Source; https://www.bworldonline.com/health/2022/06/01/451954/bad-air-quality-in-asia-
causing-spike-in-asthma/
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Relentless Service to Filipinos

Tourist arrival sa Boracay sa buwan ng Mayo, higit sa 201-K

By Bombo Radyo Kalibo
-June 3, 2022 | 6:42 PM

KALIBO, Aklan—Mabhigit sa 201,000 ang naitalang tourist arrival ng Malay Tourism Office noong
buwan ng Mayo sa isla it Boracay.

Sa inilabas na datos ng tanggapan, nasa 201,368 ang mga turistang bumisita sa isla kung ihambing
noong Abril na umabot lamang sa bilang na 186,751.

Mayorya sa mga bakasyunista ang domestic tourists na nakatala ng 193,298.

Samantala, ang Overseas Filipino Workers at Overseas Filipinos ay halos 3,802 habang ang foreign
tourists ay umabot sa 4,268.

Ang tourist arrival ng Abril at Mayo ay naka-surpassed sa pre-pandemic records ng Boracay kung
saan, senyales umano ito na nasa normal na ang industriya ng turismo sa itinuturing na tourism
crown jewel ng bansa.

Maalala na bago pa man ang lockdown noong Marso 2020, nakatala ng kabuuang 167,070 tourist
arrival sa Boracay.

Inaasahan naman ngayong taon ang paglobo ng mga dayuhang turista kasunod sa anunsyo ng
Civil Avaition Authority of the Philippines o CAAP Aklan na bumalik na ang 24/7 na operasyon ng
Kalibo International Airport mula noong Hunyo 1 ng kasalukuyang taon.

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/tourist-arrival-sa-boracay-sa-buwan-ng-mayo-higit-sa-201-
k/
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PAGASA expecting fair weather this weekend

Michael Punongbayan - The Philippine Star
June 4, 2022 | 12:00am

DOST PAGASA HIMAWAR -B |R1 June 3, 2022, 8:20 pm PHI

PAGASA said the ridge of a high-pressure area extending toward the eastern section of the Visayas
and the eastern part of Southern Luzon will bring sunny weather in these areas.

PAGASA

MANILA, Philippines — Most parts of the country can expect fair weather conditions this
weekend, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) announced yesterday.

The state weather bureau said it will be sunny and warm during the next three days with chances
of isolated rainshowers and thunderstorms toward the afternoon and evening.

PAGASA said the ridge of a high-pressure area extending toward the eastern section of the Visayas
and the eastern part of Southern Luzon will bring sunny weather in these areas.

Some cloud clusters were sighted in the eastern sections of Mindanao, but these are not expected
to bring heavy rainfall though there are chances of rain in coastal areas.

Generally, PAGASA said the entire country is forecast to have fair weather from Saturday to
Monday, with no low-pressure area sighted inside and outside the Philippine area of
responsibility.

Some areas will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies also with chances of isolated rainshowers and
thunderstorms in the afternoon or evening.

PAGASA said Metro Manila will have temperatures ranging from 25 to 34 degrees Celsius while
Baguio City will be cooler at 16 to 25 degrees.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/04/2185942/pagasa-expecting-fair-weather-
weekend
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Magalawa

island now

pawikan nesting site

TIY JONAS EYRS

PALATIG, Zambales — As part of the
Philippine Emvirenment Month celebration
this June, tie Department of Environiment
and Namiral Resources (DENR) — through
its Community Environmenr and Natural
Resources (CENRO) — has launched the
pawikan restingsite in Magalawa Tskand hers.

CENRDO Masinloe chiel Ariel Mendoza

rinealed that the launching of the pawikan

nesting site is to raise awarensss and
community support. in the protection and
comservation of marine resvurces,

He added that the eoastling of the
42 hectare Magalawa Island has been an
important nesbing

infresmmcim: houkd be an integral pat of 2 marne
protected area management pha (0 achieve
erpimucrnenial sustainabiity:

“Solar energy panels and rain water
Hurvesling system are some of the important
mfrastrueture [iab can help in attaim‘ng
climate resiliency i protected area.” Teh
said.

On the other hand, Felix Mendoza,
field sife: team feader of the Thited Slates
Agency for Internalivial Development
Susiainable Interventions fof Bivdiveraity,
Oceans il Landscapes project, pointed out
the important support and assistance that
they have implemented to hetter manage
the MOBPLS.

ground of marine
turtles.

Mendoza also
stressed that the
agency has sighted
Olive ridlev and Green
sea turtles nesting
it the white sand
of Magalawa since
Deecmber of last year.

Magplmam Tskund is
locabed within the o
than 7,000-hectare
Masinloc and Oyon Bay
Pratected Seascape
and Landscape
(MOBPLS).

He added that more
than 400 hutchlings
of these species hae
lieen released back to
the sea of MVORPLS.
Annaliza Teh cited
that climate resilient
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By ELIJAH FELICE ROSALES

ADB, France lend

$809 M for Phl
climate action plan

The Philippines has obtained Inan packages warth 5808 million
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the French govern-

ment to bankroll mitigation measares against climate change,

Finance Secretary Carlos Domin-

guez M said the Philippines has-

finalized $250 millipn in fundin
from the ADB for the multilateral’s
fviom.-er climate change policy-based
nan and an additional $158 million
from its French counterpart in sup-
port of the country’s effurts to alle-
viate the impact of climale chemge.
The outgoing finance chicf said
the government will allocate the
financing for its climate change mea-
SUCS i%h the objective of hitting its
areen LS.
‘The Philippines has embarked

on a 10-year program to reduce its

greenhouse gas emissions by 75

g percent by 2030.

The government also intends to
retrofit hydropower plants in Min-
danao to wean the island frum coal
enerpy. ‘ :

In line with this, the country is
partivipating in the ADB's encrgy
transiion mechanism whercin coal
facilities would be decommissioned
within the next 15 years.

“We have not only set a bold
carbon reduction goal, bus have

also ahifted the facus from mercly

theorizing about climate change to
implementing practical projects on
the ground,” Dominguez said.

Ihe government also recpivéd an-
athier loan hom the ADB amotnt ing
t0 5400 million to finance (he com-
pletion of sustainable infrastructure,

According to Dominguez, the
funding alse expands the govern-
ment’s access ta long-term financ-
inp, as it can be used o improve lhe
efficiency of the debt market and
merease investments in insurance

5.
Moving forward, Dominguez
said that bath programs support
the government's target of shifting
to green infrastructure,

Dominguez added that by poal-
ing resntirees for elimate action, the
economy can weather the challenyes

posed by environmental risks.

“An improved infrastzucture
backbone will incroase the eificicoey
of vur cconomy: Tt will enable s o
imprave vur climate resiliency and
spur sustainable growth,” Domin-
guez said.

Based on estimates, the Philip-
pines lost a total of P506.1 billion (o
climate hazards from 2010 to 2020,
forleiting an average of P48.9 billion,
or 0.33 percent of the gross domes-
tic praduct, every year to woeather
extremes.

Despite this, the country only
contributes mughl]y 0.3 percent af
the planct’s greenhouse gas omis-
sions, pushing Dominges to ne-
mind developed cconomies of wir

commilment to cut their carhan,

lootprint.
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Green group lauds
climate j Ltstzée resolution
EIREENE JAIREE . GOMEZ
ENVIBONNENTAL groun Climare Reality  tian of dimate change-related programs - determined contributions, 10 landmark laws
Philippines lauded the adoptian of and projects,” Casta said Developed countries are also vrged to

House Rescluticn 2505 expressing the
sense of the Hause of Representativas
for climate justice,

The sesolation also calied for strength-
ened implementation of dlimate chenge
andervironmental sustzinability ias in
the cauntry, and far developed countries to
deliver on el comunitment.

Emphasicing the critical role of the
House in accelerating dimate action in
the country, Mazin Castre, managar of
Climate Reality Philippinas, thanked the
18th Congress for standing in sclidarity
wiith climate énd envirenmenzal groups
in the Philigpines in calling for the
giobal communityto align ils actinns
with tha 1.5 daqraes Celsius global
qoal of the Paris Agraemant and for
mandating all govarnment instrumen
talities tn maximiza the utilizatian of
their resources toward sustainable and
dimate-rasilient davelopment,

“In line with the spirtt ot this resolution,
WE urge the Incoming 19th Congress to put
climate action front and center of its polley
agenda and to chellengeand complement
!hee«ecume depanmnms Implemnta-

On the last day of the s2ssion of the
18th Congress, the House sdopled Resa-
lutian 2605 “Expressiag thr Sense of 1he
Hause of Representatives for Clinate
lustice, Stiengthened lmplementation
of the Philippings Climat Change and
Environmental Sustainalility Laws, and
for the Developed Cauntries ta Deliver
i Their Commitments®

The Hause Resolution, authored
by Antique Rep. Loma Regina *Loren”
Legards, Bohol First District Rep, Fegar
Charto ard Kebataan Parlyict Rep.
Sarzh Jane Flago, calls for e urgent
and effactve implernentation of the
country’s 10 anvronment and climate
cnange laws, prejacts and plograms.

Th mugh the rasolution, all QOVETT
ment agendes are diracted o maxdmiza
the utilizetion of thelr resources tim-

. prave the country's rasilignce to dlimate

change snd natural disasters.

The raselution alsn demands devel
oped cauntries 1o defiver on their Parks
Agreement commitments, particularly in
reducing greenhousn 05 emissions and
in measmg tamets o thw nationally

previdz assistance to daveloping tun=
trios I e foun of technelagy, capacity
developmant and ¢limat finance, which
includes Jaintly asahilizing $100 bilhen
aanually frony 2020 to 2075,
Theresclustinn supports the establish-
mientof an accauntability machanicar for

‘climate change and a spedfic lass and

damaqa fund thraugh a policy framework.

Hals calls for an enabling pollcy
environment to transition the country
toward sustainzhility and climate resl-
ience by prgritizing relavant legiclation,
and complementing national polidas
and frameworks on the enviraneent
and climatr change.

Mareaver, e resolution saeks far dimate
justice fram corporatians and developed
ourtries vaa ane the major cenlributors ta
envisanmental degradation.

Lastly, the resofution commits tn
ENSUTe move Youth particigation (1
legisiativa procaadings and prioritize
government funding for youth-oriented
@pacity-building programs for their
various initiatices on environmental
protecuon and dlmare action,

“| 'wish that vre will cantine to

givz teeth for effective and efficient
implementation of the ten landmark
environmental laws, sowe will be
ensured a climate-resifient, sustainable,
green and reqenerative economy that
will be fairand just to all the vulnerable
popalations ef our councry,” Legarda, an
incuiming senator, 5218 in her privitoged
speech paztly in Filiping.

The 10 landmark ewironeental faws
are 25 fellavis: Clean Air Act of 1900
{Repuhilc Act [RA] 3749; Ecclogical Solid
Waste Management.ict of 2000 {RA $003):
\Widilife Resaurces Conservation and Pro-
tectiop Act of 2001 (RA9747); Expandad
Mational Intagrited Protected Areas
System Act (R4 11038); Claan \Vater Act of
2004 [RA 9275); Matlanal Envimonimental
Awarznass and Education ivct of 2008 (RA
9512); Renewebde Enargy Act of 2008
(RA9513); Climate Change Act of2009
{RA 9729), as amended by tha Peoples.
Sty baal Funnd Actof 2012.(RA 10174); and
the Phuhapme [isaster Risk Reduction and
Management it of 2010 {4 10121).
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Calling on the next
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to take urgent action on climate change

In less thaw w month. a nev:  Vallions o #aluzivs; in our galsyy
aloyuniztration will zake the arz billions me planets; font there
of the coarmry. We wauld huow & only one varth, sa let's take cary
by et thee liceetion of the el of %2 11, alsa Kets down the “taple
president’s azenda, svlbich will planetary eniergenaice® that we
shape the fukare of this nation, 47+ vwrrently Facing and what
43 of e momert, (here are stll  inust be adéresseil immediately;
N announcements with ragards  “Rirst, tha elicate i3 heating ip
10 the covicunment teaw thel  foo quickly for veaple: sl nature
will lead the varipus ugsncics  to auot; seeand. habitat loas
velalwil to the use and upkeep o and other Jessures Wean sn
nr countoy's makuenl resourers,  estimated npe million species ae
THis 18 somelhiog thel is much  thisatened with extiveliog and
awaibed ecparially by the seirnl fio I, polluticn contine+ to pajson
oLy, oA lnd. and water®

Afpadays g, membere of the 1o address thess conees, Uie
acudeme, the seianlific commin  UNES advised governments 1l
vty and coneersedcitizenscalled — over e wodld that e vy out
vil the nixl udministration lo o L dilemime is ' Leansform
‘pricritise and take wrmnt action.  eranommies anit speieties to make
onthe cliate snegueney” theminelusiva fir andnionscon

“With the impacts of efmate  nested with nakare” Tt strussed:
change affecting move and wore Wi st shif from harming Ge
Filipinos yauron vesr the gmpis  planelio bealing it® ;
hoping bor the dimare eoiensency Aunid thedirerwens ooowrplan

sgenda to be part of the next ad- et.rhore R salilions and? eehnal-
YWihisiration's iy progiams” oRy that exisl to address VHITOUS
aeeording to u statement alse  elimute related challznges, One
relraseil by The Climate Reality  of the most mgent, aeecrding 14
Praject Philipoines, s uroup of ofi-  climate CXpRTH, is Lo Loy winhal
mabaelvocakeswhaslice o rision warming heluw L5 dogree Deleins.
il zubotter reality for che iy e is running oot am! nature
and thewalil 1s 11 erergzney made. We munst
“the call, liret posted lesi Asril  halve anuval greenhouse gas
24, 2022, twin weeks ahead of emniasins by 2050 Without actics,
this yoar’s elevtion, makes 4 cazp Espusive to ai polluticn beyond
for the iutegration ' u climate  <uls guidelines will irerease Iy
tmarrency agenda alongside  30pcrcent witkin the dueade 2nd
Mativnzl plans und priarities: in plaztic waste flowing inte aguatin
anticipation ol how # hursher  navsystems wil nearhe triple by
and less predietable clinede will 2040 We noodtrmntactiontaad-
Exaceiirile oxisting prollems in Qe theze i LNy Seuss, mak-
poverty, tood seeurity, sounomiz @ e Dnly One Eaih and its fus
zecovery. anl disaster milivatior, it ving sustainably in hamviony
amoni; sthers, with natuns, as portinent anayer’
Asuneofthe comtricswiththe  The uext admivishsiivn, then,
vichiest forost hivdivercity i the  must. by prudent and practical
wirld and whirs the majurize of — ta atudy the entine spectrun of
the pepulationlive along rvasts, = lmate change in the context uf
Istmpen sl forthe nest adminis- fxperisand velisble data. Whsever
tration tu unsure thal biodiversity  will implemecr the nrezident’s
consenviiionhe sirensthencd,am! — environme ikegenda st ensure
manuu=mentofioasial rosmiose togotl brsupportand Luoperation
st be sustainalble, abindlividuais and vl sceichyvha
Jnvidentslly, omanrow, June 5, ara presn acvucates, awaruness
is World Buvicomnen. Day. Led by radsers, anid sustainubility sup-
the Uniled Natiovs Drviranment portore. ’
Prnzramme (TINEE), it has been Tl UNEP has said thar “the
h=ld aanuaily on June 5 sinee  riwre we raion nurvoiees, empli-
1565, Thia s the "largeal slobal  size what nesls =0 he done, und
chattorrs furwevironnienial pabke pumnt ont whe is sesporgible, the
outreachnreliseclobratenl hymi-  faster chaner: il come” This
lionsauues thewarid thesiogan  whatia ueeded i thrdays bo come,
uzed [or this EVENL anmally is  Aslong as groen advosates raise
#lnkyOneRarth : : theirvoices tobe heardby thanwe
A1 & statewsiwntl from INDR the  adiinistration, 1 BICOT apenda
slofn stiveves thatve have undy  will ot bo fongallen or lef: an the
ong earth? *In the nniverse are sidelinee,
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S. Cotabato gov keeps
banh on open-pit mining

South Gowmbato Gov. Reynalde Tamayo Jr. has rejectedt the amended
lacal Buvironment Code that wauld have lifted the ban on open-
*pit mining. He said the measure passed by the provincial board was
“prejudicial to the public welfare,” adding there was no compelling
{eason to amend the ordinance that hax shielded residents from the
destructive effects caused by *multinational corporations” ex- ll-"

tracting natural TESOVLCES. ~STORY BY ALLENY. ESTABILLS




STRATFGIC

CoMvnNiranon
Loy PAGE |
5708

BANKER
SORY

EDPDRIAL  CAnCON

DATE

South Cotabato

90\! vetoes

lifting of open-pit
mining ban

from ‘wanton destruction
of oir God-given resources by the multinational corporations,

— says Gov. Reynaldo Tamayo Jr.

Ey Allen V. Estabiiio
@qﬂational

KORONADAL CITY- Saying
it was hastily decided awd in-
chides questionable provisions,
South Catabato Gov. Reymaldo
Tamayo Jr. has vetoed the con-
troversial measure passed by
the provincial buard mwo weeks
ago lifting the han on open-pit
mining in the province,
Tamayo announced his de-
rision in a public statement at
the provincidl capitol on Fri-
duy afternoon, a day before the

deadline fur him to act an the
amendment of (he 12-year—old5

Ordinance No. 22 or the Soulh
Cotabare Bnviromnent Code.

“1 ain informing the general
public of Seuth Cotahata that
Resolution No. 137, enacting
Ordinance No. 23 series vl 3023
amending perfinent provisions
of the Environment Code of
south Cotabalo Is verned by the
provincial governor,” he said.

The goveruwor said he main-
ly heeded the recommendation
made by the technical working
comuitier earfier coeated by
his office ta study the amend-
ment of the code, specifically
the ban oo apen-pit minlng
vontained in Section 22.

In his formal el message
to Vive Gov. Vicente de jesus and
the haavd metribers, Tamayo said
the amended ordinance is *prej-
udicial to the public welfare and
inlmical to the vverall nterest”
of Sauth Cotabaro residents.

41 could nut find any compel-
ling reason why the Saugguniang
PanddlaWigan (SP) would amend
a decade-old ordinance that ably
and eifectively [protocted| the
peuple of South Cotabato from the
I effects of the wanton destruc-
ton of our God-given resainees
by the multinational corporations
which will anly legve the provinee
after the extraction of our natural
wealth,” Tamayo emphasized.
The 88 approved the pro-

No compelling reason to amend ordinance that has protected residents

posed changes withoul any
nhjeccion on second and third
reading during its regular ses-
sion on May 16 despite oppo-
sition from various sectors and
neighboring local puvernments.

Jumdvo said thar while he
found the open-pit mining ban
“ultra vires" or beyund the au-
thority of tic provincial govern-
ment being conlrary to existing
rational pelicy. the provincial
board appeared ta have rushed
its decision on the matter.,

He said the amended ordi-
nance alsa inchided a provision
setring the mandaiory roview
of the vode svery 10 veacs, -
stead of every five years.

Ma effect on Tampakan

Tamayo said his decision did
nor affect the fute uf the planned
Sgg-billivn  large scale  copper
and gold mining project of Sag-
jttarius Mines Tnc. [SMI) in Tam-
pakan tawm, noting that the loual
government's jurisdiction only



STHATEGIC
§ ( nmumr‘ ATION
-— lummvts
.-.— SIRVICE

““"_Lmﬁn__;‘.xﬁs_m_gﬂl wenesS Wit o ogen oy Wo‘g‘wﬂ

L INE ‘D A»l LY

TNQUIRER

Reynaldo Tamayo Ir.

covers small scale mining.

The province’s ban on apen-
pit mining has been considered
as the only remaining hurdle to
the operation of the Tampakan
project.

SMT had declated open-
pil mining as Lhe most vidble
methad in extracting the area’s
copper-gold resources, touted
ag the largest in Southeast Asia

kind in the world.

The governor earlier said the
project could proceed with o
without him vetoing the lifhng of

and among the biggest of its

- the open-pit mining ban. Tamavo

said such prohibition set in the
environmert code cannot cover
large-seale mining as it is regnlar-
‘ed by Republic Avt Nu. g2 ot Ure
Philippine Mining Act.

[ hig letter (o D Jesus, Ta-

mayo praved that the provincial

board will no lenger averride
his veto and instead allow the
next set of provinvial legislators

ta tackle the matrer, mﬂng also

that the provincial boacd is al-
ready on rocess.

Lamayo is himself return-
ing to the capitol havmg been
reelected into office in the May
g elections.

* Cannot override
Rurt if the pravineial legislamors
decide to hold a session to consid-
el an overtide, observers said e
proponents might no longer have
the nurnbers. A veto override will
require 10 vakes. Of the 10 who

~approved the wedsure on May 16,

wo have changed their stand.

|| MR [ S5 ¢
A‘? UPPER rakat | BANKER FEOTDRIAL  CARMOOK
[ r—] Srowt Oy
rass WL
B =04~
s 30 sa
Board members Grace Achur-

ra, Alyssa Fale, Jinky Avance,
Ellen Grace Subere-Albios and
Ester Carorce have manifested
Lhieir “loal objection” Lo the lift-
ing of the opent-pil jnining ban.

Achurra and Fale, wha were
present during the May 16 ses-
sion, are ex officio board mern-
bers representing the Philippine
Councilurs Leapue aud Sarngpeu-
niang Kabataan, respectively.

“It was a mistake that | just
kept silent chat time;” Fale said.

Catorce, who is ending her
term on June 30 but elected tu a
new term as top Kotonadal City
councilor, said she remained
firnn on her scand Agalnst open-
pit mining and would contive
the fight “until the end.”

“This is not yet over ... God
be wilh us. God bless South Co-
tabato,” she said.

Albios, who was also elected
councilar of Koronasdal, said she
was disheartened by the lifting
of the open - pit mining han. wig
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PATULOQY ang paglilinis at pagsasaayos ng Manila Baywalk

Dolomite Beach sa Roxas Bivd., Manila bilang paghahanda

sa muling pagbubukas nito sa publiko sa susunod na
Linggo, June 12 (RAFAEL TABOY)
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WEET George, ouy resident
liantanani Scops Owd

REEF Balks and Corals

DIVER amorig Reef Balls S

Meet Bernard, the guardian of Aquos
Foundation in Banwa Private Istand

TBanyraPeivace Tslan‘d,' Leammcmhbers

are everyday heroes wie passionaiily

work together i the nahle purseit of
prutecting Mother Nalure Surroundsdby che
nntouchied beauty of the jslard SamcEuary T
North-sastecn Palawen, the teawm's collective
love of rarnte has sne<pired azeh oue to ha
cwstadiong of the euvironteent,

Muct Bernard, one of the invaluable faarme
headesvho liads the Aquos Foundation i i
varions lecal consexvalion eidesvore and ro-
seanen luinattves. The Aquus Tonneation,
with the mission to conserve, protect
turture the vich bludiversity in snd aranmd
themarire procecrad FCIRTVe iz tlie enwivocg

- —— —

: .a/' .’?’ v jj
MEET Bernard of Aquos Foundation

Anentalarm of Bahwa:,l?[isfﬁte lsland. ‘
CLalawanbuing hie childhnad playground,

‘Bernard Las developed his strouy affinity

for flarn and fauna 3= 3 very yonng 2ge. Aya
registercd nurse by professiom, Lis inTrinsic
RIL e raxe and empatky hus transcended
Soth peopls ard nature. Berravd, picnesy
wldmquos Foundation, has playec 4 vitalvala
m protucsng ang restering ehe halitars of
the critically sndangeved Mantanani Scope
wl, Havreshill Tastls, vl the Fakor Bind
Ofzgapede),
Beruard wosls with seieaiists ané re-
seareiers of note recording the growth of
birdL:fe from 15 speries [a 2014 ta 50 Spe-
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Pond  Paok  \eed

cier in MI21 throvgl arvw search merkads
2ad plata decumertatian, Tabon Bizd i
Rrew brom anly 3 cests in 2012 16 2D gescs
in 2021 Uhe thriving island ]amlempp pro-
vides the perfeer habitas tor 7arious inipra-
tory and native birds, !

In 2015, there wiere 180 reef halls laid
wut an rhe seaflooy as past of Lhe Resf Te-
kabilitation Prowcaimme praviding shelter
ta Hawkebill Turtles. Fronilearning how to
swim with a life jacker, Rersiard is cuss sently
iz the process of Lurthering his dive educa-
tion to Dive Master. He proudly inwpecss
these veef balls with flourishing marine lize
and peuwang enral colondes.

Fvery morning, yuu will find Bernard

~chizcking vn the Megapode nesting sites at

the 'l'..bon Bird Sanctuary aad inspctbing

the Hawlesbill Tartle laying zvanads in the
Cacenul Crove and the willa gardeng, Simea
2006, cowver 5, BUC Hewk shill Turtle = SgEINCIE

laid, of whnrl* filpercent harchlings emzrged.

Cuescs can bzve an aciive part in rhese
era-metiatives by joinimg Bernard ou nulure
walzs areund rheis and, snurlmhng'henc»use

‘veetand explorinyg the sdiantcorals, keeping

reunt o haw meany local Lid speries ane can

spotinthelushvegaration, orsvitneasing the

mezic of taby tartles bring veleased (b ehiz
tuiguuise waters,
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RAMPANT ILLEGAL FISHING IN QUEZON WATERS ALARMS GROUP

By Delfin T. Malasi Jr.
@dunallarijrING

LUCENA CITY—Rampaot de-
smructive fishing methods were
agan reported in the bays of
Tayabas and Laman in Quezon
province, promptng an envi-
runmental group to wge lhe
local government to curb the
illezal activities.

Jay Lim, project officer of
Tanggol Kalikasan (TK), said the
tesurgence of lllegal fishing ac-
tivities was confirmed by alacal
fisherman in this cily's coastal
village of Daizhican aleng the
‘Tayabas Bay, TK Is 4 public in-
terest law office that advocates
cavironmental prutection,

A local fisherman, who
spoke on condilion of ananym-
ity, blamed the presence of
large commercial fishing oper-
ations for the dwindling catch
in the bay area.

“Sad (o admit that there are
aome of us who were forced
to (Chgage in) illegal fishing, [

can't blame them,” che fisher-
man told the Wquirer ia an in
terview on Thursday.

On June 1, tlree illegal fish-
g boats known as “buli-buli®
Imodified Danish seine) that op-
erated in e municipal water
of Pagbilao town lronting Tay-
4bds By were apprebended by
combined cperatives from the
Buivau of Gisheries and Aquatic
Resources, the Philippine Navy
and the Philippine Coast Guard,
Lim said in a separale interview.

Late last month, gavernment
authoritics alse stopped the op-
erations of commetcial fshers
whoze Lhree boats used destiig-
tive “talksay” (ring nets) off the
istand of Alabat in Tamon Buv in
the Pacific Ocean, Lim addod.

Mpre zupport needed
The Queron police have
alsa heen repordng the daily ac-
rest of illegal Gshers in Tayahas
and Lamon bays.
Lim said other desrructive
fishing methods using “pangu-

A

RING NETS Governmentlaw eforce
suspected illegal fishars allegedly using “taksay” (ring nets) off

e
. Yo . of

long® fpurse seines), dynainile
and cyanide were also happon-
ing at the bays.

“TK has always been a sup-
partive and active partner nf
government agencies to stop
illegal and destrucrive Oshing
methods. Bul it seems thar oy
cambined efforts need more
support,” he admilted.

Lim calied on all lncal povern-
ment officials here to take deci-
sive actions tnatap illegal fishing.

“With the rising cost af liv-
ing, more fishers—legltimare
and illegal—will resort w un-
lawlul activities just ra earn
and the heck with the environ-
menl,” Lim said.

Protection
Thirty«four of (hiczan’s 42
towms are coastal—iy along Lam-
on Bay in the Pacific Occan, 12 oft
the Tayabas Bav fucing the China
Seaand five along the Ragay Gulf.
Limn stressed that protect-
ing the rich marine resources of
Tayabas Bay from illegal fishing

rs apprahend on May 29

the istand of Alabat in Lamon Bay, Quezan. —sHoTo courTesy oF

DANILO LARITA JR,

deadly threats to the marine
turtles. a mnnber of whom
had been fvund dead along the
beach from sutfocation atrer
petting entangled in fish traps.

Coral reef poachers alsa
threaren the marine life at che
bay, in some Instances invaly-
ing the fishermen who needed
to augment incone lost to com-
mercial fishers.

Years of illegal and cow-

mercial fishing and pollution
have damaged Tayabas Ray,
which covers 287,332 hectares,
according to a TK study,

The depledon of mariue
resources in Tamon Bay in
northern Quezon and Taya-
has Bay covering parts of Ohre-
zon, Marindugue and Batangas
provinces has long heen the
subject of concery 4MONg enwi-
ronmentalists, wo

15 & serlous cancern,

“For the first time, a hawks-
bill sea turtle, which is classi-
fied as critically endaagered,
hias been recently spotted in
the hay. A whale shatk has also
been sightod.” I,im disclosed,

He said their continuous
wonitoring alsa showed that
the fish sanctuaries in Tayabas
Bay were again showing life, as
sed furtles, manta rays and as-
sorted fish species have started
toreturn to the areas.

The Tayabas coastline i Sa-
riaya town SeLves as a sanciuAry
tor turtles that usually come to
lay and bacch their egzs from
October to Deceber,

Tishermer, fishi  wardens
and lncal government workers
were trained o care for the
hatcidings of different sea fur-
Ue species in fve nesting sites.

Deadly threats
But numerans “baklad™ or
huge siationary fish (raps sunk
inte the bottan: of the bay pose
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EMPTY Coca-Cela plastic botilas ara bangad by a garbage recychrh front ol1he pany'’s
cffics, damanding fer a recyoling law that includes recvblars andagamm rmding for i vais rscycling
systoms, in Buencs Alres, Argenting, \ , ‘ &
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Chmate change ‘greening’ Alps

...and it’s not good!

The hnms m'camiéd peaks of the Alps are previously weren's present, they grow taller and
fading fast aod heing replaced by vegetation cover —a - MOIE denscly due Lo favorahle oondn.mns, and finally,
process calld “greening” that is expected 1o sx.-cclmu & paticular species growing normally at lower altitudes

climate change, a study said Thusday.
The research, published in Scienec,
wits hased on 88 years of sw.eung magery
across the entirery of the iconiv European
mountain range.
“We were very surpriscd, honestly, to find

such a. huge trend in greening,” first author

Sabine Rumpf, an ecolngist at the University
of Basel, tuld A#P. :

Greening 13 a well-recognized
phenomenon i the Aretic, hul until now
hadn’t been well established over a large
seale in mountainuus areas.

Nowever, since both the poles and
monntains are warming fasrer than lhe
rest of the planet, rescarehers suspeded
comparable ettets,

Greening happens in three ditterent
ways: Plants begin growing in areas they

moyve into }ughez awess,

W COMMONS
VEGETATION atopfdha Alps as.seen from Qpago signals worsening
global warmlng
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BY JAVIER JOE ISMAEL

EN. Mary Grace Poe on Friday ap-

pealed to major water concession-

aires to do their best to avoid water
service interruptions in their service areas
in Metro Manila and nearby provinces.

Poe made Uie siatenient as waier
levels in some dams, including An-
gat, decrzased despite the onsel of
the rainy scason,

*Having waterless days amid [he
rains shouldn't be the nomn, Conaim-
ey shieuld neverbear the brust of con-
cessionaines’ inabilit to store sullicient
voltmes of vates 1o et teasomable
ddenrandsy” Poe. chaimman of the Sepate
pihlic senvices commiies, said.

“Residents don'l deserie @ live

T [ranchises Jast year, said te ficms
should falfill heir obligations in
delivering clean, quality and reliahle
VEAteE Seriices to ConSUmers.

The senator pointed out that cane
cessionaires are mandated o modify
or improve their facilities, pipelines
and equipment for an cfficient and
reliable seevice.

She said that the two companies
must also ensure that senace inter-
ruptions would be misntizoal ang that
mechanisios are 1o place for con:
surner complaints aad stakeholder
consultations.

"Waler istertuptions affzct not
only households, but also stuggling
businesses that are just beginning to
recover from the lockdowns. & few
hours witheut water could be disnup-
dve” shie explained,

Pt sai) the povernment and con

miserably, as their taps run dry or
reasons that tan be duly managed in
the frst place® the serator stressed.
In February, the Memapolitan
Waterwerks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) Regulatory Qffice penal-
ized Maynilad Watge Services T,
{Maynilad) for its unusuzlly pro-
longad water service interrupitions
fiem December to February \
Poc wha sponsorad the rensve

of Marnilad and Manila Wiler Ce .

cessionaires should also embark en
(imedy efTorts in developing congete
backup supply sources,

“Waler fimsarespected (o addies
requiting stiains in their Gpaciy
deliverwaler o vur peunle* Poe said,

*Consumers whe strive hard (o
s¢t aside hard-eamed sums to pay
for their water dills should also gzt
theu fairshare of clean vratee flowving
without interruption,* Poe added.

Likewise, the MWSS Regulaiory
Office showld have seceived the plars
and programs of e WAl cofices-
sionaires for the aext rate-ehasing
exercise, the periodic performance
review that also sex the tariff rates
that can be charged for their servires.

“Water i5 a hasic right and we
hope the MWSS fulfills (s role as a
rzgulater 1o erisure that consumers
aren’t shertchanged,” Voe said.

Water service firms told:
Avoid interruptions
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SENATOR Grace Poc
asked the major waler
concessionaires to do their
utmost to avoid water

setvice intﬂtﬁphons in .
their coverage areas in

Metro Manila and nearby
provinces.
it therainy, wa’trrlev-
dd’hﬂptimd&.
1% otberdmsmpt

Waterfirms .

lrged to ensuire
stable supply

Water firms urged to ensu@ j‘:able water supply

Th "'-Inrpumlodoulunl- 1€ ha
L‘{Mmm@'ﬁ;f;’. just beginning o #war&m
or improve - fen i
ipelines and cquip- mtiultwafercm hadisrup-
r an Skficie  ANd m‘iﬂ\e lained.

:‘W{V- V7O COL, P@csaulﬂ\cgw
v 1] Amdumtwumdmsm el alse
enburk un Himely eiiorts

g unu%lm.&up

milad) for iix~mmuually pro
nnged watee seeviceinleaup-
tions from Décember 2021 to

Februane 2022,
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Philippines detects first two Omicron BA.5 cases

By Xave Gregorio(Philstar.com)
-June 3, 2022 - 2:27pm

A policeman carrying an automatic rifle stands guard with a colleague along a popular market street in Manila on
June 1, 2022, as security forces are on heightened alert in the capital following the twin bombings in Basilan island,
near Jolo, a stronghold of Islamist militants.

MANILA, Philippines (Updated 3:26 p.m.) — The Philippines has detected its first cases of the
more infectious Omicron BA.5 subvariant, the Department of Health announced Friday.

The cases

The subvariant was detected in two people from the same household in Central Luzon,
according to the DOH.

It is not known where they contracted the subvariant as they do not have a travel history,
except going to their election precincts and office in Metro Manila.

Both are fully vaccinated and have booster shots.

Both developed mild symptoms, namely colds and coughs, last May 15 and immediately
isolated until May 30. They are now asymptomatic and are recovered.

Close contacts of the two patients with the subvariant are now undergoing isolation. One of
them tested positive, while another tested negative.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806909/xave-gregorio
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F06%2F03%2F2185812%2Fphilippines-detects-first-two-omicron-ba5-cases%2Famp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2022%2F06%2F03%2F2185812%2Fphilippines-detects-first-two-omicron-ba5-cases%2Famp
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Philippines detects first two Omicron BA.5 cases

Why this matters

BA.5 is one of two Omicron subvariants that the World Health Organization identified as
having driven infections in South Africa in May.

During that month, South Africa’s new COVID-19 cases shot up by more than 50% in a single
day, rising to 9,757 cases to 6,170 cases.

The DOH says though that the BA.5 subvariant does not cause severe and critical disease
and that existing protocols to curb transmission of the virus still work.

Source; https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/03/2185812/philippines-detects-first-two-
omicron-bas-cases/amp/
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State of Calamity ‘di pa panahon na tanggalin — DOH

By Danilo Garcia(Pang-Masa)
-June 4, 2022 - 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Inihayag ng Department of Health (DOH) na hindi pa panahon para
tanggalin ang ‘state of calamity’ sa bansa, kasunod nang bahagyang pagtaas ng mga kaso ng Covid-
19.

Sinabi ni Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire bukod sa kaunting pagtaas, may banta pa
ng mga subvariants na pumapasok sa Pilipinas na mas mabilis kumalat at may ‘immune escape
mechanism’.

Sa kasalukuyan, nasa 22 na ang kaso hg Omicron subvariant BA.2.12.1 na natukoy sa bansa. Isang
kaso rin ng Omicron subvariant BA.4 ang natukoy noong Mayo.

Nakatakdang magtapos ang ‘state of calamity’ sa Setyembre at mapupunta sa papasok na
administrasyong Marcos ang desisyon kung palalawigin pa ito.

Tinanggihan din ng DOH ang mungkahi na alisin na ang alert level sa bansa dahil ito umano ang
paraan para mabatid ang banta ng isang rehiyon o lugar kaugnay ng virus.

Anya, may 40 pang lugar ang hindi pa nakakaabot sa vaccination target kaya lantad pa rin ang
mga ito sa hawahan.

Samantala, nagdeklara naman ang World Health Organization (WHO) ng ‘public health
emergency’ dahil sa inaasahang pagtaas ng mga kaso ng Covid sa katapusan ng Hulyo o sa umpisa
ng Agosto dahil sa bumababang bisa ng bakuna.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/06/04/2185935/state-calamity-
di-pa-panahon-na-tanggalin-doh/amp/
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PH confirms first cases of Omicron BA.5

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Jun 3, 2022 2:11:41 PM

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 6) — Another Omicron subvariant, known as BA.5, has
reached the country, the Department of Health confirmed on Friday.

Health Undersecretary Ma. Rosario Vergeire said the coronavirus subvariant was detected in two
individuals from Central Luzon, based on a May 31 report of the Philippine Genome Center.

The two are from the same household and have unknown exposure as they did not have a travel
history, the DOH said. They are also fully vaccinated with booster shots.

According to Vergeire, both had cough and colds but are now asymptomatic and tagged as
recovered.

Identified close contacts are household members who are currently under isolation, with one also
testing positive for COVID-19.

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/6/3/PH-detects-Omicron-subvariant-
BA5.html
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