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DENR to inventory trees damaged due to 
nailing of campaign materials 
Philstar.com June 2, 2022 | 5:03pm 

 
A man removes a campaign poster from a tree on April 19, 2022. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Handout 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources said Thursday 

it will conduct an inventory of trees damaged during the election campaign to prevent infection. 

The agency ordered its regional offices to carry out an inventory of trees injured due to nailing 

and tacking of campaign materials such as tarpaulin banners, and to provide possible 

treatments appropriate to the conditions. 

“The move is especially important as injured trees, if left unattended, are susceptible to infection 

and may not be able to grow properly with structural defects that make them prone to fail and 

fall over during typhoons,” acting environment chief Jim Sampulna said. 

According to the department, juvenile trees are less able to recover from injuries and are most 

vulnerable to long-term damages from injuries compared to mature trees over 10 years old. 

Sampulna added that trees in urban areas need to be prioritized in the inventory. 

“Trees in our urban areas have been decreasing through the years despite the countless 

benefits they give to improve the quality of life in cities, especially now that climate change is 

upon us,” Sampulna said. 

Over 114,000 pieces of campaign materials had been taken down as of April. DENR earlier 

said that the confiscated campaign paraphernalia will be donated to environment groups and 

other organizations that make bags and school supplies out of those materials. — Gaea 

Katreena Cabico 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/06/02/2185556/denr-

inventory-trees-damaged-due-nailing-campaign-
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DENR to rescue trees damaged by campaign 
materials 
Rhodina Villanueva - The Philippine Star June 3, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna said “the move is especially important as injured trees, if left 

unattended, are susceptible to infection and may not be able to grow properly with structural defects that make 
them prone to fail and fall over during typhoons.” 

twitter.com / DENROfficial 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said 

it will carry out “search and rescue” operations of trees needing immediate treatment for injuries 

incurred as a result of being nailed with election campaign materials. 

Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna said “the move is especially important as injured 

trees, if left unattended, are susceptible to infection and may not be able to grow properly with 

structural defects that make them prone to fail and fall over during typhoons.” 

Sampulna’s directive was issued through a memorandum signed by DENR Undersecretary for 

field operations - Luzon Visayas and Environment Juan Miguel Cuna last May 17, 2022 whose 

office oversees DENR’s implementation of its “Oplan Baklas” (OB) in all its 16 regional offices. 

In order to complete their OB accomplishment reports, Cuna likewise directed DENR regional 

offices through their respective regional executive directors to “conduct an inventory of trees 

damaged due to the election campaign and conduct possible treatments appropriate to the 

conditions” of the injured trees. 

As of April, some 114,664 pieces of campaign materials and other paraphernalia had been 

taken down in DENR’s OB which has been implemented nationwide under a DENR-Comelec-

DILG Joint Memorandum which calls for tearing down or confiscation of campaign materials 

posted outside of common poster areas designated by the Commission on Elections. 

Sampulna said trees in urban areas need to be prioritized, noting that “trees in our urban areas 

have been decreasing through the years despite the countless benefits they give to improve 

the quality of life in cities, especially now that climate change is upon us.” 

Of particular concern to the environment chief is the manner by which many of the trees had 

been cleared of the nailed posters and the likelihood that there are nails still left in the bark or 

trunk, which can cause long-term damage especially to young trees. 

Sampulna explained, “Hammering a nail into a tree inevitably leaves a wound that exposes its 

insides to  bacteria and fungi and causes decay of the wood,  leading to a structurally 

weakened tree and can even shorten its life.” 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-leadership-transition-team-kasado-

na/?fbclid=IwAR1fZ7DsAOO0wfux7shsF5qUH5RiN7bDP46I699n5Lpf58h0gHycP-2eAk0  
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Juvenile trees are less able to recover from these injuries and most vulnerable to these long-

term damage from injuries compared to mature trees over ten years old, he added. 

For his part, Raul Briz, chief of forest protection of the Forest Management Bureau, said, “Our 

field officers may have to revisit the trees that have been cleared of these materials to remove 

unpulled nails and apply a wound dressing that contains fungicide and insecticide, especially 

in nail holes that show signs of surface rust.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/06/03/2185690/denr-rescue-trees-damaged-

campaign-

materials?fbclid=IwAR1GRFEVM6SThrC4V8ML66ABdX8Dl2PoCQdlhK8fmUmfQpF78KG

ObDsH4xo  
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DENR sets ‘rescue’ operations for trees after 
May 9 elections 
byRio N. Araja June 2, 2022, 10:30 pm 

After the May 9 polls, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is set to 

carry out “search-and-rescue” operations and inventory on injured trees cleared of campaign 

materials in a bid to prevent infection and even their death. 

“The move is especially important as injured trees, if left unattended, are susceptible to infection 

and may not be able to grow properly with structural defects that make them prone to fail and 

fall over during typhoons,” agency chief Jim Sampulna said. 

Undersecretary for Field Operations-Luzon, Visayas, and Environment Juan Miguel Cuna 

issued a memorandum to all regional executive directors to “conduct an inventory of trees 

damaged due to the election campaign and conduct possible treatments appropriate to the 

conditions.” 

As of April, some 114,664 pieces of campaign materials and other paraphernalia were taken 

down in DENR’s Oplan Baklas among DENR, the Commission on Elections, and the 

Department of Interior and Local Government outside of common poster areas designated by 

the Comelec. 

Trees in urban areas must be prioritized, Sampulna said, noting that “trees in our urban areas 

have been decreasing through the years despite the countless benefits they give to improve 

the quality of life in cities, especially now that climate change is upon us.” 

He raised concern about how the trees had been cleared of the nailed campaign posters, 

saying nails still left in trees could cause long-term damage to trees, especially the young ones. 

“Hammering a nail into a tree inevitably leaves a wound that exposes its insides to bacteria and 

fungi and causes decay of the wood, leading to a structurally weakened tree and can even 

shorten its life,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314233194/denr-sets-rescue-operations-for-trees-after-

may-9-elections.html  
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DENR leadership transition team kasado na 

 
June 2, 2022 @ 9:00 AM  22 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines – Upang maisakatuparan na maililipat ang programa para protektahan 

ang kalikasan tiniyak ni Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting 

Secretary Jim O. Sampulna na magkakaroon ng maayos na turnover ng mga programa at 

proyekto ng ahensiya para sa susunod na administrasyon bago pa man makapagtalaga ng 

bagong DENR chief. 

Kaugnay nito upang maisakatuparan ang kanyang pangako ay bumuo na ng transition team si 

Sampulna na pinamumunuan ng DENR undersecretary upang matiyak na magkakaroon ng 

preparasyon para sa pagpapasa ng mga responsibilidad. 

“We are ready. The documents have been prepared and will be presented to the next DENR 

Secretary,” aniya. 

Ayon kay Sampulna, ang hakbang na ito ay base na rin sa bilin ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa 

Duterte sa kanyang cabinet officials na gawin ito ng tama. 

“By doing it right, he means you won’t make excuses and you will not do any nonsensical 

actions. Because I have a good President, I will leave DENR in good governance,” saad pa 

nito. 

Kabilang sa mga malalaking programa ng DENR na ipapasa sa susunod na DENR chief ay 

ang Boracay Rehabilitation at Manila Bay Rehabilitation. 

Samantala noong 2018 nang ipag-utos ni Pangulong Duterte ang rehabilitasyon ng Boracay 

Island dala ng mga alalahanin na ang tanyag nitong beaches at kulay asul na tubig ay 

nagmistulang dagat ng basura dahil na rin sa naging environmental damage. 

Ang matagumpay na rehabilitasyon sa Boracay ang naging modelo para naman sa 

rehabilitasyon ng Manila Bay. 

Ang Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program na binansagan ding “Battle for Manila Bay” ay 

sinimulan noong Enero 27, 2019 bilang pagsunod sa Writ of Continuing Mandamus ng 

Supreme Court na nag-aatas sa 13 ahensiya ng gobyerno na i-clean up, rehabilitate at 

preserve ang Manila Bay, at ibalik at panatilihin ang tubig nito sa SB level na angkop para sa 

swimming, skin diving at iba pang contact recreation. 

Bilang bahagi ng rehabilitation program ng makasaysayang baybayin ay naglagay ng solar-

powered sewage treatment plant (STP) sa kahabaan ng Roxas Boulevard sa Manila noong 

Hulyo 30, 2020. Santi Celario 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-leadership-transition-team-kasado-

na/?fbclid=IwAR1fZ7DsAOO0wfux7shsF5qUH5RiN7bDP46I699n5Lpf58h0gHycP-2eAk0  
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DENR to hand over Boracay, Manila Bay 
rehabs to next leadership 
Philstar.com June 1, 2022 | 3:19pm 

 
This photo taken on June 17, 2020 shows a general shot of empty famous white beach of Boracay Island in 

central Philippines. 
AFP/Ernesto Cruz 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources said 

Wednesday it will turn over to the incoming administration the programs to rehabilitate Boracay 

and Manila Bay. 

In a release, DENR said its acting chief Jim Sampulna has formed a transition team to oversee 

the transfer of responsibilities to his successor. President-elect Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos 

Jr. has yet to pick an environment secretary. 

“We are ready. The documents have been prepared and will be presented to the next DENR 

secretary,” Sampulna said. 

The efforts to rehabilitate Boracay island and Manila Bay are among the programs that will be 

handed over to the next DENR leadership. 

Calling it a “cesspool,” President Rodrigo Duterte shut down the over-developed Boracay island 

for a six-month makeover in 2018. DENR said the “successful” rehabilitation of the tourist 

destination served as a model for the cleanup of Manila Bay. 

DENR began the rehabilitation of the degraded waterway in 2019, in compliance with the 

Supreme Court’s order. The environment department reported a decrease in coliform levels in 

several sampling stations. 

In 2020, DENR transformed a stretch of Manila Bay’s shoreline into an artificial white sand 

beach made from crushed dolomite rocks. Officials said the move would help rehabilitate and 

protect coastal resources in the area, but scientists and environmentalists criticized the project 

as an expensive and temporary initiative that will not address the bay’s problems. 

Disaster recovery, rehab 

DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and International Affairs Jonas Leones said they 

will also propose the continuation of the Task Force Build Back Better. DENR chairs the 

TFBBB, which was directed by Duterte to ensure post-disaster rehabilitation efforts in typhoon-

hit areas. 
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Leones added they will discuss with the incoming administration the strict implementation of 

environmental laws such as the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Ecological Solid 

Waste Management Act. — Gaea Katreena Cabico 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/06/01/2185291/denr-hand-over-boracay-manila-bay-rehabs-next-

leadership?fbclid=IwAR0yKfI96w5PwU1RdbaIZVgWUJ9D9GCmHLjXhCodXKXfKq226G2

VRV48XPU  
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DENR to urge Marcos admin to continue Boracay, 
Manila Bay rehabilitation 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jun 02 2022 11:33 AM 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources said on Thursday it would urge the 
incoming administration of President-elect Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. to continue the 
rehabilitation of Boracay and Manila Bay.  

The agency believes this is one of the programs which are "critical in terms of addressing the 
needs of our countrymen," said Environment Undersecretary Jonas Leones.  

"For the Boracay [rehabilitation], it's just finishing touches. Patapos na kami diyan (we are 
almost done with that)," he told ANC's "Rundown."  

"As regards to Manila Bay, we are planning to open the baywalk portion this coming June 12. 
We will be showcasing to the public what we have done in the dolomite area and some 
infrastructure we have put in place," he added.  

The DENR will also ask the incoming administration to keep the task force on disaster recovery 
and rehabilitation, Leones said. He said the Task Force Build Back Better provides immediate 
response and addresses post-disaster recovery, rehabilitation and restoration of typhoon-hit 
areas. 

Leones also urged the next DENR chief to strictly implement the country's environmental laws 
such as Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act. 

Marcos has yet to pick an environment secretary. He will take his oath as the 17th President of 
the Philippines on June 30. 

The DENR has formed a transition team for a smooth turnover of its programs and projects to 
the Marcos administration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/06/02/22/denr-hopes-marcos-govt-to-continue-

boracay-manila-bay-

rehab?fbclid=IwAR3pM0MzojHDvMAi8W29vNXpQGtv9ePtM2hFCLdu5FrIXo4l02yVShBR

508  
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Manila Bay Dolomite Beach to reopen on June 12 
June 2, 2022 

 
Photo courtesy of DENR official Facebook page 

By Katrina Gracia Consebido 

 Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna 

announced that the rehabilitated Manila Bay Dolomite Beach will reopen its doors to visitors on 

June 12. 

The initial scheduled reopening in May was postponed due to the unfinished works on some of 

the infrastructures in the area. 

“We are excited to open the dolomite beach to the public again on June 12. This is the good 

legacy of the Duterte administration, that’s why we really aim to open it before President 

Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s term ends,” Sampulna said. 

DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, and International Affairs Jonas Leones expressed 

his gratitude to the Department of Public Works and Highways and other government agencies 

in maintaining the 500-meter beach. 

“This proves that the dolomite beach, thanks to the assistance of the Department of Public 

Works and Highways and the other agencies, is stable and will prevail,” he said. 

Moreover, Manila Bay Coordinating Office Executive Director Jacob Meimban said the 

reopening of the beach is only for visitation, walking, and sunset viewing. 

He said the dolomite beach is “not yet for swimming as water quality is still not within the 100 

most probable number per 100 milliliters (MPN/100 mL) standard fecal coliform level.” 

Once the beach reopens, the DENR will allow 1,500 to 3,500 persons to ensure compliance 

with minimum public health protocol. Pre-registration is not required, but full vaccination is 

encouraged among visitors.  – ag 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/manila-bay-dolomite-beach-to-reopen-on-june-

12/?fbclid=IwAR143ZraK1nQXiOcBIv3LlH3i5kzkCVbgNZZBrUWF6gpabt9Oy_PlIXw9H4  
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Capas National Shrine gets a special patent 
By Jerry M. Hernandez 

June 2, 2022 

 
The Capas National Shrine is a memorial built by the Philippine government at Camp O’Donnell in Barangay 

Aranguren in Capas, Tarlac, in honor of all the Filipino and American soldiers who endured the historical Death March 

during World War 2. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

CAPAS, Tarlac: The Capas National Shrine (CNS), one of the province's premier tourist 

destinations, received a special patent for its land from the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) Handog Titulo program. 

DENR Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources and Legislative 

Affairs Ernesto Adobo Jr. said the move was in line with the marching order of Acting 

Environment secretary Jim Sampulna to prioritize the issuance of land titles to all military, 

naval, and air force military camps and reservations. 

"Through this [special patent], we are helping our fellow public servants from the Department 

of National Defense and the Armed Forces of the Philippines to achieve their mission of winning 

lasting peace for sustainable development by protecting their military camps from illegal 

occupation and adverse claims of ownership," he said. 

The awarding of the special patent is a fundamental component of the DENR's thrust to improve 

land administration and management. 

"It would be fundamental in strengthening and sustaining the government's greening 

programs, particularly in conserving 31,000 trees planted within the Capas National Shrine 

that symbolize 25,000 Filipinos and 6,000 Americans who died in the concentration camp," 

DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito Moreno Jr. said. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/02/news/regions/capas-national-shrine-gets-a-

special-

patent/1845849?fbclid=IwAR2F5ODL2aObZyLs0NUdra_BKYU6NXmrE622Il91Z6IRZjj_GOP2

NbSiwWk  
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https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=3990916168&ename=Ernesto%20Adobo%20Jr.&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=358492892&ename=Jim%20Sampulna&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1048314055&ename=Department%20of%20National%20Defense&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1048314055&ename=Department%20of%20National%20Defense&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=943370642&ename=Regional%20Executive%20Director%20Paquito%20Moreno%20Jr.&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/02/news/regions/capas-national-shrine-gets-a-special-patent/1845849?fbclid=IwAR2F5ODL2aObZyLs0NUdra_BKYU6NXmrE622Il91Z6IRZjj_GOP2NbSiwWk
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/02/news/regions/capas-national-shrine-gets-a-special-patent/1845849?fbclid=IwAR2F5ODL2aObZyLs0NUdra_BKYU6NXmrE622Il91Z6IRZjj_GOP2NbSiwWk
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/02/news/regions/capas-national-shrine-gets-a-special-patent/1845849?fbclid=IwAR2F5ODL2aObZyLs0NUdra_BKYU6NXmrE622Il91Z6IRZjj_GOP2NbSiwWk
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/02/news/regions/capas-national-shrine-gets-a-special-patent/1845849?fbclid=IwAR2F5ODL2aObZyLs0NUdra_BKYU6NXmrE622Il91Z6IRZjj_GOP2NbSiwWk
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DENR reviews Sarangani Bay Protective 
Seascape accords 
byRio N. Araja June 2, 2022, 10:50 pm 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is reviewing five agreements 

on the 215,950-hectare Sarangani Bay Protected Seascape to ensure that the contracts abide 

by existing policies. 

The review is being undertaken in compliance with a directive by former DENR Secretary Roy 

Cimatu to convert all compliant instruments into special use agreements in protected areas 

(SAPAs) pursuant to the provisions of Republic Act 7586 or the National Integrated Protected 

Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992, as amended by RA 11038, otherwise known as the 

Expanded NIPAS (ENIPAS) Act of 2018. 

The law allows the grant of tenure instrument to certain development projects called “special 

uses,” except in strict nature reserves and in designated strict protection zones, for a term of 

25 years, renewable for the same length of period. 

The resource-use projects in the seascape with SAPA applications, covers 104,049 square 

meters (sqm) or 10.4 hectares under a memoranda of agreement with Cargil Oil Mills 

Philippines Inc. for a jetty-pier project (44,358 sqm), YBS Green Oil Corp.’s oil depot and 

terminal project (34,444 sqm), Petron Corp.’s fuel terminal project (11,373 sqm), Seatrade 

Canning Corp.’s tuna processing and production plant (9,925 sqm) and Alliance Select Food 

International Inc.’s wastewater treatment and wharf facilities (3,949 sqm). 

The Kamanga Agro-Industrial Ecozone Development Corp., which also holds a memorandum 

of agreement (MoA), has been issued SAPA for a jetty-pier project covering an area of 211,970 

sqm. 

“This measure is aimed at making development projects covered by MoA consistent not only 

with the NIPAS Act, as amended, but with the Indigenous Peoples Right Act of 19977,” 

Secretary Jim Sampulna said. 

He said there are ancestral lands within protected areas that are covered by the agreements. 

He cited the DENR’s arrangement with the Masungi Georeserve Foundation Inc. covering 

some 2,700 hectares within the Rizal watershed, as another case that needed to be rectified 

through the issuance of SAPA. 

The agreement was issued in 2017, or one year before the ENIPAS was enacted into law. 

The free and prior informed consent of concerned indigenous peoples would be required, 

“something that was not considered when the MoA was inked with MGFI in 2017.” 

The agreement does not provide for the payment of user-fee or government share from profits 

and does not cite specific validity period, giving MGFI “perpetual land trust” despite some of its 

area is inside the 26,125-hectare Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape, a 

legislated protected area by virtue of the ENIPAS Act of 2018, the DENR said. 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/national/314233290/denr-reviews-sarangani-bay-

protective-seascape-accords.html  

 

https://manilastandard.net/author/rio-n-araja
https://manilastandard.net/news/national/314233290/denr-reviews-sarangani-bay-protective-seascape-accords.html
https://manilastandard.net/news/national/314233290/denr-reviews-sarangani-bay-protective-seascape-accords.html
https://manilastandard.net/news/national/314233290/denr-reviews-sarangani-bay-protective-seascape-accords.html
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3-month off season in Mt. Apo begins to ensure 
protection, conservation 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jun 02 2022 02:33 PM | Updated as of Jun 02 2022 02:34 PM 

 
A climber wears a face mask while hiking across Mt. Apo’s boulders as protection against the novel coronavirus as 

well as fumes from the sulfur vents. Hernel Tocmo, ABS-CBN News/File 

Trekking and camping activities are temporarily prohibited in the Philippines' highest summit 

Mount Apo as it officially begins its off-season Wednesday. 

The Mount Apo Natural Park - Protected Area Management Board started implementing annual 

off-season since last year or every 1st of June up to the 31st of August every year. The closure 

is pursuant to MANP-PAMB En Banc Resolution No. 08, series of 2021. 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resource in Davao region said in a statement that 

the entire season gives time for the "sacred mountain" to recuperate. 

"It is to likewise allow the wild life species to enjoy their habitat without disturbance," DENR 

Davao said. 

For Sta. Cruz Tourism Office, it will also give way for trails and campsites to rest and rehabilitate 

and for wildlife to breed and reproduce. 

"Further, it is to ensure the protection and conservation of Mt. Apo considering its aesthetic, 

economic, cultural and ecological importance and its unique biodiversity," DENR Davao added. 

Trekking activities will resume on Sept. 1. 

The Mount Apo Natural Park, with a total land area of about 64,000 hectares, is located in 

south-central Mindanao spanning the provinces of North Cotabato in Region 12, and Davao 

del Sur and Davao City in Region 11. 

With an altitude of 2,954 meters above sea level, it is the highest mountain and one of the most 

popular nature-based tourism sites in the country. 

MANP was declared a protected area and a component of the National Protected Areas System 

under Republic Act 9237 in 2003. 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/3-month-off-season-in-mt-apo-begins-to-ensure-

protection-

conservation?fbclid=IwAR21VZrq_kMoGu_dGnIMusAjJInHS_KW9ca0qL7CYfDIGfRDWEd_-

WQ6MMs  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/3-month-off-season-in-mt-apo-begins-to-ensure-protection-conservation?fbclid=IwAR21VZrq_kMoGu_dGnIMusAjJInHS_KW9ca0qL7CYfDIGfRDWEd_-WQ6MMs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/3-month-off-season-in-mt-apo-begins-to-ensure-protection-conservation?fbclid=IwAR21VZrq_kMoGu_dGnIMusAjJInHS_KW9ca0qL7CYfDIGfRDWEd_-WQ6MMs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/3-month-off-season-in-mt-apo-begins-to-ensure-protection-conservation?fbclid=IwAR21VZrq_kMoGu_dGnIMusAjJInHS_KW9ca0qL7CYfDIGfRDWEd_-WQ6MMs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/3-month-off-season-in-mt-apo-begins-to-ensure-protection-conservation?fbclid=IwAR21VZrq_kMoGu_dGnIMusAjJInHS_KW9ca0qL7CYfDIGfRDWEd_-WQ6MMs
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River summit begins in Cebu City 
By: Delta Dyrecka Letigio - Multimedia Reporter - CDN Digital|June 02,2022 - 07:59 PM 

 
River Summit in Cebu City. 

CEBU CITY, Philippines — The Cebu City government will hold its first ever River Summit from 

June 2 to 3, 2022. 

Holding the summit is fulfilling Cebu City Michael Rama’s 21 gun salute programs, which are 

programs in memory of the late Mayor Edgardo Labella. 

Outgoing Vice Mayor and incoming First Councilor Donaldo Hontiveros, who is handling the 

summit, said that the two-day convention aimed to identify the problems of the river systems in 

the city. 

There are seven major rivers in the city including Guadalupe, Kinalumsan, Mahiga, Lahug, 

Estero de Parian, Bulacao, and Butuanon. 

Hontiveros said that there was a need to address the perennial problem of the rivers in the city 

that had become sewage systems instead of waterways because of the tons and tons of 

garbage there. 

 

“Gigather nato ang 80 barangays so that even if dili sila duol sa river, naa gihapon silay 

macontribute. Ang private sector, atong national agencies, ang EMB (Environment 

Management Bureau), and ang atong counterpart ang CCENRO (Cebu City Environment and 

Natural Resources Office (CCENRO), to consolidate information and solutions,” said the vice 

mayor. 

(We gathered the (representatives of) 80 barangays so that even if they are not near a river, 

they can still contribute. The private sector, our national agencies, the EMB (Environmental 

Management Bureau), and our counterpart the CCENRO (Cebu City Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (CCENRO) to consolidate information and solutions.) 

The barangays’ representatives have been placed in focus groups to discuss the plans to 

rehabilitate the seven rivers of the city and eventually turn them back to their ecological health. 

For the vice mayor, there is a sense of urgency to fix the problem of the rivers, but the reality 

remains that the solution cannot be done immediately. 

It will take process, time, and collaboration so that the rivers that have been left behind in the 

city’s progress finally become the healthy waterways as they should be. 

On the first day of the summit, the EMB in Central Visayas, CCENRO, and Oceana, discussed 

the current state of the riverways in the city and the challenges faced by the communities living 

nearby. 

On the second day, the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) is expected to 

discuss the laws that guide the local government units (LGUs) in the preservation of the 
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nearby. 

On the second day, the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) is expected to 

discuss the laws that guide the local government units (LGUs) in the preservation of the 

environment. 

Hontiveros, who would be returning as councilor in the next Sangguniang Panglungsod (SP), 

said the summit would be the foundation of the future ordinances that he would be filing in order 

to preserve the waters of Cebu City. 

The two-day event is attended by stakeholders in most industries including business, 

residential, non-government, cause-oriented, and other organizations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/444809/river-summit-begins-in-cebu-city  
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Rivers in Cebu City dirty, unsafe but hope 

remains — CCENRO, EMB 
By: Delta Dyrecka Letigio - CDN Digital Multi-Media Reporter|June 02,2022 - 08:39 PM 

 
Volunteers spend their Saturday morning, Feb. 22, 2019, helping in the cleanup of Bulacao River in Cebu City 

spearheaded by the Cebu City Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro). | CDND Photo/Delta Dyrecka 

Letigio 
 

CEBU CITY, Philippines — Cebu City’s major river systems are dirty and unsafe for the public, 

especially the downstream. 

This was the report of the representative of the City Environment and Natural Resources 

(CENRO) and the Environment and Management Bureau in Central Visayas (EMB-7) during 

the first day of the River Summit in Cebu City. 

Kay Espinosa of the EMB-7 said that based on their testing, most of the rivers especially the 

downstream have tested positive for fecal matter. 

This means that the water in the city’s rivers is not safe for bathing or drinking by the public. 

“In general, our water quality shows that many of our rivers suffer a high level of fecal coliforms. 

Tungod kay high level of fecal coliform, it shows nga naa tay wastes from warm blooded 

animals particularly sa mga toilet nato, mga animals, mga baboy,” said Espinosa. 

Espinosa notes that water quality can change through time and the seven river systems differ 

from each on the quality of water, but generally, the public is not advised to use the water of 

any of the downstream rivers in the city. 

Still, the EMB-7 believes there is hope in reversing the current condition of the river systems 

through a concrete and intensive plan to rehabilitate them. 

Espinosa said the rivers are not yet biologically dead, and there remains hope to save them. 

The EMB-7 is grateful to the Cebu City government for holding the River Summit that brings 

together all stakeholders to discuss the current state of the rivers and the long-term plan to 

save them. 

“As long as we have programs and projects, and we work closely with our stakeholders, there 

is hope for our rivers. We are looking forward that the summit will encourage the city 

government, also our stakeholders, to work together in the implementation of different laws and 

programs to improve the water quality of our rivers,” said Espinosa. 

Engineer Myka Marie Llanos of the CCENRO, said that seven river systems in the city span 

various areas and even border the city. 

Some rivers are long and stretch from the mountain barangays to the sea, while others are 

mainly situated in urban areas. 

“We have the problems in the upstream areas where grabe ang septage problems. Magbuhi 

ang mga tawo without proper septic facilities. And then midstream, we have drought because 

of the current situation in the mountains with extreme tree cutting and we also have mining, 
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“We have the problems in the upstream areas where grabe ang septage problems. Magbuhi 

ang mga tawo without proper septic facilities. And then midstream, we have drought because 

of the current situation in the mountains with extreme tree cutting and we also have mining, 

quarrying, especially sa river beds nato. Wala man ta nagdili ana, pero it’s an alarming issue. 

There should be measures ba.” 

“Midstream walay nay water kay dili na healthy atong watersheds. Sa atong downstream, it’s 

supposed to be the most critical because mao ni nga area nga marelease sa dagat. Ang magic 

naa dinha, daghan tag tubig sa downstream because we have untreated wastewater released 

to our rivers,” she said. 

Llanos said that the conditions affecting the riverways can be improved only if there is a 

collaboration between the barangays, the local government unit (LGU), and the private 

stakeholders. 

CCENRO has been conducting information dissemination in the communities, but without the 

will of the people to help, it will be difficult to implement the ordinances of the city. 

However, the agency cannot monitor all the time the riverside communities that are seen to be 

the major contributants to the garbage and septic problems of the rivers. 

The agency has talked with barangays in deputizing barangay personnel to cite violators of the 

anti-littering ordinances especially households that throw their garbage directly into the river. 

CCENRO hopes that by empowering the barangay, it will be one of the long-term solutions to 

the perennial problem. 

Llanos added that the River Summit is a chance for CCENRO to engage with stakeholders and 

present the realities of the river systems in hopes to get their commitment. 

CCENRO hopes that after the two-day convention, they will be able to influence the 

stakeholders to care for the rivers’ rehabilitation.     /rcg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/444832/rivers-in-cebu-city-dirty-unsafe-but-hope-

remains-ccenro-emb  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/444832/rivers-in-cebu-city-dirty-unsafe-but-hope-remains-ccenro-emb
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MGB says nickel mining in Davao Oriental 

outside protected area, not an open-pit mine  
June 1, 2022 | 7:08 pm 

 

THE MINES and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) has clarified that the nickel mining project in 
Davao Oriental is not an open-pit mine and confirmed a local government’s earlier statement 
that its location is outside the Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary, a declared protected 
area and UNESCO World Heritage Site.    

“Please be informed that the Austral-Asia Link Mining Corporation and Hallmark Mining 
Corporation (ALMC/HMC)… are nickel mines with valid and existing Mineral Production 
Sharing Agreements… and employ strip or contour mining method only,” the bureau’s Davao 
regional office said in a statement.    

It also said that the companies have “already waived a portion of their mining claims to be part 
of the protected wildlife sanctuary.”    

HMC says on its website that it “relinquished 7,200 hectares to adequately expand the 
Hamiguitan World Heritage Site.”   

The delineation of the buffer zone boundaries was undertaken in coordination with the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), according to the mines bureau.    

“This office acknowledges the concerns raised by various environmental groups and 
advocates,” it said. “Rest assured that you are heard and that the DENR is likewise putting its 
best foot forward to keep our environment and natural resources sustainably managed.”   

The local government of Mati City, Davao Oriental’s capital and host of the project, earlier 
allayed public concern over the project following photos posted on social media about the 
mining site’s location.    

Advocacy group Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability (IDIS), Inc. said the 
mining project’s close proximity to Mt. Hamiguitan as well as the Pujada Bay Seascape, also a 
protected area, poses a serious environmental threat.    

“Regardless of the claim that it is outside the protected area delineation, we strongly uphold 
and fight for the ecological rights and integrities of these watersheds from ridge to reef,” IDIS 
said. — Maya M. Padillo  

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/01/452328/mgb-says-nickel-

mining-in-davao-oriental-outside-protected-area-not-an-open-pit-mine/  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/01/452328/mgb-says-nickel-mining-in-davao-oriental-outside-protected-area-not-an-open-pit-mine/
https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2022/06/01/452328/mgb-says-nickel-mining-in-davao-oriental-outside-protected-area-not-an-open-pit-mine/
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kp74ho-Wmc  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160355457410168  
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/838080739527793

3  

 

https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/8380807395277933
https://www.facebook.com/UNTVNewsRescue/photos/a.272191939472893/8380807395277933
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Youth solon lauds adoption of House climate justice 
resolution 
Published June 2, 2022, 11:15 AM 
by Seth Cabanban 

On the last day of the 18th Congress’ third regular session Wednesday, June 1, the House of 

Representatives adopted House Resolution (HR) No. 2605 expressing the House’s sensibilities 

towards climate justice, 

The adoption by the lower chamber was praised by Kabataan Party-list Rep. Sarah Jane Elago 

praised. 

 

Rep. Sarah Jane Elago, Kabataan Party-list 

“This youth rep would just like to put on the record our utmost gratitude to various groups of 

climate action and climate justice advocates and eco-warriors who have tirelessly worked with 

and alongside us for the adoption of House Resolution 2605 and for the advancement of 

multiple legislative measures which aim to urgently address the planetary emergency,” Elago 

said in a statement on Thursday, June 2. 

HR No.2605 is formally titled “Resolution Expressing the Sense of the House of 

Representatives for Climate Justice, Strengthened Implementation of the Philippines Climate 

Change and Environmental Sustainability Laws, and for the Developed Countries to Deliver on 

Their Commitments.” 

It was sponsored by Elago, Bohol Rep. Edgar Chatto, and Antique Rep. and Senator-elect 

Loren Legarda. 

“Through our persistent collective efforts, there have been major developments but we also 

know that more needs to be done, not just here but moreso for governments of big economies 

and corporations around the globe to limit global temperature to 1.5 C and to deliver accurate 

and just solutions to the climate crisis,” the youth lawmaker concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/02/youth-solon-lauds-adoption-of-house-climate-justice-

resolution/?fbclid=IwAR1pe-3XXeHsVOYLHwFmsnQCm9bSA3-

M_NWc9VvjfqTLTku7vByUkVwtG8k  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/sethcabanban
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/02/youth-solon-lauds-adoption-of-house-climate-justice-resolution/?fbclid=IwAR1pe-3XXeHsVOYLHwFmsnQCm9bSA3-M_NWc9VvjfqTLTku7vByUkVwtG8k
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/02/youth-solon-lauds-adoption-of-house-climate-justice-resolution/?fbclid=IwAR1pe-3XXeHsVOYLHwFmsnQCm9bSA3-M_NWc9VvjfqTLTku7vByUkVwtG8k
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/02/youth-solon-lauds-adoption-of-house-climate-justice-resolution/?fbclid=IwAR1pe-3XXeHsVOYLHwFmsnQCm9bSA3-M_NWc9VvjfqTLTku7vByUkVwtG8k
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Abellanosa: Climate change and politics 

 

R H O D E R I C K  A B E L L A N O S A  

F R I N G E S  A N D  F R O N T I E R S  

June 02, 2022 

 

IN ONE of the presidential debates, the nine presidentiables, because BBM was absent, were 

made to answer questions on climate change: different aspects of climate change policy, 

including renewable energy, water security, and nutrition. 

 

I am not going to delve into the intricacies of their answers. It should be enough to remark, 

however, that the incoming president of the Philippines should not disregard “climate change.” 

It is not enough to just say something about it. It is urgent and imperative to implement existing 

laws on environmental conservation. More importantly, the country’s new leadership should 

upgrade the effort to protect the climate by expanding networks and lobbying on an international 

scale. 

It's unfortunate that for all the noise that was made during the campaign period, we did not 

spend enough time for more intelligent discussions on a problem that can wipe all of us out 

from this country. It is true that the candidates said something about “this or that” on climate 

change and that their points were printed on papers. But unless we think that all of those were 

enough – we must admit that climate change and the challenge to further advance “climate 

justice” have not been taken seriously during the campaign period. 

 

“The impacts of climate change will not be borne equally or fairly, between rich and poor, 

women and men, and older and younger generations.” This is a serious reminder to our 

politicians who have made promises to their supporters especially those in the most vulnerable 

areas of society. 

 

Between the rich and the poor, the poor will carry more burdens. Between women and men, 

women will have to suffer more on the global scale. Between the old and the younger 

generations, the future (younger) generations will have to suffer more because of the effects of 

the choices and the activities of the current (older) generation. This can be said in simpler 

terms: even in suffering people are not equal, but unfortunately, those who are more 

responsible suffer less than those who are less responsible. 

How the next administration will carry out its promises to the people will have to be tested not 

just in terms of infrastructures, cash incentives, and subsidies. It will have to be judged based 

on how the different areas of concern in politics are integrated in the much larger fight for 

climate justice. Interrogatively put: will the plans, projects, and policies of this new 

administration benefit the poor in terms of protecting them from the harms brought about by 

climate change? It remains to be seen how politicians will deal with mining and other giant or 

multinational companies. 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160355457410168  
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Part of the needed response from the government are the provisions for a universal healthcare 

or massive or country-wide implementation of risk-reduction measures in the face of rising 

water levels. Again, it remains to be seen whether in the face of more typhoons coming and 

floods resulting from it – something would be done to better our disaster and risk management 

program at the LGU level. 

 

As always, our country is not totally “zero” in terms of laws – the problem is the implementation. 

We have an existing Climate Change Act that created a climate change commission under the 

Office of the President. We also have a National Framework Strategy on Climate Change and 

the Philippine Green Jobs Act of 2016. 

 

We can only hope to see a more courageous President who will take the lead in using our 

justice system to impose accountability on companies who have cause serious damage to 

nature and peoples affected by climate change.* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1930841/bacolod/opinion/abellanosa-climate-

change-and-

politics?fbclid=IwAR2M8UfPyBQoc2X6WJ638mDEvbrhFQn_BlNBnaOLIgQZFCp5R1nEH9

r_upc  
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House probe on delayed Manila Bay project 
sought 
Delon Porcalla - The Philippine Star June 3, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — An administration lawmaker has filed a resolution in the House of 

Representatives, urging the committee on good government and public accountability to 

conduct an investigation over a developer’s delay to finish its contract with the Philippine 

Reclamation Authority (PRA). 

Rep. Enrico Pineda of 1Pacman party-list, who chairs the House committee on labor, said there 

is a need to look into the allegedly illegal claims and onerous changes the DM Wenceslao Corp. 

committed in its contract with the PRA. 

House Resolution 2611 aims to conduct a hearing, in aid of legislation, on DM Wenceslao’s 

September 1989 project along Manila Bay wherein the contractor, along with three other firms 

collectively known as R-1 Consortium, agreed to reclaim the area. 

The contractor entered into an agreement with the PRA for the reclamation project. 

Pineda said the project suffered delays and extensions. 

“The PRA has been hounded and harassed by DM Wenceslao to issue a transfer certificate of 

title to the reclaimed lands,” he said. 

Pineda said government agencies must remain free from harassment by private corporations 

seeking to “earn profit at whatever cause, especially if this is at the expense of the government.” 

He said various government offices have determined that the implementation of certain 

provisions of the agreement between the PRA and DM Wenceslao was allegedly 

disadvantageous to the agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/06/03/2185624/house-probe-delayed-manila-

bay-project-

sought?fbclid=IwAR2DE4i4aLONnggI3sEMBldD6A3MC4FsRCn68Xy13A8FUqsd-

j71eIkHg4c  
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DBM says calamity fund enough as typhoon 
season approaches 
ABS-CBN News Posted at Jun 02 2022 03:34 PM | Updated as of Jun 02 2022 03:41 PM 

 
An aerial view of destroyed houses on a collapsed mountain side along the coastline in the village of Pilar, Abuyog 

town, Leyte province on April 14, 2022 day after a landslide struck the area due to heavy rains at the height of tropical 

Storm Megi. Bobbie Alota, AFP 

MANILA — The Department of Budget and Management (DBM) assured the public on 
Thursday that the government has enough funds to respond to calamities this year as more 
typhoons are expected to hit the Philippines in the coming months. 

"To date, mayroon pa tayong sapat na pondo. 'Di pa naman masyadong nabawasan 'yung 
calamity fund. Kalagitnaan [pa] lang ng taon," DBM Sec. Tina Canda said at the Laging Handa 
briefing. 

(To date, we have enough funds. The calamity fund for the year has only been slightly used 
up. And we're only halfway through the year.) 

She did not provide the exact amount left for the calamity fund, but said that the contingent 
fund that will augment the calamity fund is still at P6.8 billion.  

The contingent fund is released after the approval of the President, she said. 

State weather bureau PAGASA says that on average, around 20 tropical cyclones enter the 
Philippine area of responsibility per year, with about 8 or 9 of them crossing the country. 

The peak of the typhoon season is July to October, when nearly 70 percent of all typhoons 
develop, according to PAGASA. 

Last month, PAGASA declared the start of the rainy season and advised that intermittent rains 
associated with the southwest monsoon or "Habagat" would start to affect Metro Manila and 
western sections of the country. 

Agaton, the first major storm to have hit the country this year, has left 175 dead and millions 

worth of damage to infrastructure and agriculture. 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/dbm-says-calamity-fund-enough-as-typhoon-

season-nears?fbclid=IwAR2-HLNHiOV9LDaiKD_BqgbNP1i0Lwm-

mTJ554zJM6Yf2vHJMo3DTp8aYjg  
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Climate change is behind weird rainfall 
patterns in Europe 
BYBLOOMBERG OPINION JUNE 2, 2022 

Emissions of planet-warming greenhouse gases caused by human activities are directly 

responsible for long-term dry conditions in the Mediterranean basin and the increasing rainfall 

over the rest of Europe during winter, according to a study by the UK’s Met Office.  

The research, published in Journal of Climate, is the first to show the direct link between 

seasonal rainfall trends in Europe and climate change, the Met Office said in a statement. 

Scientists compared climate scenarios with and without human influence.  

“With this clear identification of the role of greenhouse gasses, this study provides further 

evidence that changes to our rainfall patterns in Europe will continue as our atmosphere 

warms,” said Nikos Christidis, lead author and Met Office climate scientist. “Even though 

countries are used to these kind of extremes, the increase in frequency, severity and intensity 

is going to demand greater adaptation to a new kind of climate regime.” 

Scientists are highly confident that man-made climate change has an influence on precipitation 

patterns on land, according to the conclusions of the latest report from the UN-backed 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. But the regional effects of this global trend have 

been more difficult to detect, making it harder to come up with mitigation strategies to help 

vulnerable populations and the environment.  

The study looked at seasonal precipitation in Europe since the beginning of the 20th century. 

It found that the Mediterranean basin is getting drier, while the rest of the continent is becoming 

wetter. This trend is stronger in winter and weaker in summer, when drying is more widespread 

across the whole of Europe.  

As the planet warms, water evaporates and water vapor increases by 6 percent to 7 percent, 

according to research cited in the study. The higher moisture in the air leads to changes in 

rainfall patterns. The Met Office’s findings fit with attribution studies of single events like the 

floods that devastated Germany last year. Human emissions of greenhouse gases are making 

such events more intense and more frequent.  

Using a new generation of climate models, scientists were able to create a scenario where 

human influence on the climate was removed, another where the climate was influenced only 

by aerosols and a third where it was influenced by aerosols and greenhouse gases. They 

concluded that greenhouse gas emissions were the main contributor to the trend, but that it 

was also weakened by aerosols, which have a cooling effect on the planet.  

Ironically, as the world—and particularly Europe—seek to improve air quality in cities and 

restrict emissions from industrial activity, changes in rainfall will accelerate, the study 

concluded, because of a decrease in the amount of polluting aerosols. That, coupled with the 

continuing warming of the planet, means there’s an increasing risk of extremely dry seasons in 

the Mediterranean and extremely wet seasons elsewhere in Europe. 

Even in countries with a relatively high capacity to adapt to the changing climate, communities 

may still be greatly vulnerable, Christidis said. “The climate will shift to something that we’re 

not experiencing now and these changes will all come with a raft of impacts.” 

Bloomberg Opinion 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/06/02/climate-change-is-behind-weird-rainfall-

patterns-in-europe/?fbclid=IwAR3LLdHJEKrjCfq_oYlS6nih9iCN8e5d_BiUGhnshpEL-

CHsnXuFcno8q68  
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Big tobacco's environmental impact is 
'devastating' — WHO 
Nina Larson - Philstar.com June 2, 2022 | 8:27am 

 
Medical students and staff from a hospital display placards during an awareness rally against the use of 

tobacco. 
AFP/Noah Seelam 

 

GENEVA, Switzerland — The tobacco industry is a far greater threat than many realize as it is 

one of the world's biggest polluters, from leaving mountains of waste to driving global warming, 

the WHO said Tuesday. 

The World Health Organization accused the industry of causing widespread deforestation, 

diverting badly needed land and water in poor countries away from food production, spewing 

out plastic and chemical waste as well as emitting millions of tons of carbon dioxide.  

In its report released on World No Tobacco Day, the UN agency called for the tobacco industry 

to be held to account and foot the bill for the cleanup. 

The report, "Tobacco: poisoning our planet", looks at the impacts of the whole cycle, from the 

growth of plants to the manufacturing of tobacco products, to consumption and waste. 

While tobacco's health impacts have been well documented for decades—with smoking still 

causing more than eight million deaths worldwide every year—the report focuses on its broader 

environmental consequences. 

The findings are "quite devastating," Ruediger Krech, WHO director of health promotion, told 

AFP, charging that the industry is "one of the biggest polluters that we know of." 

Poison  

He slammed tobacco companies' frequent efforts to rehabilitate their image through beach 

cleanups and funding environmental and disaster relief organizations as "greenwashing". 

"The tobacco industry dumps toxic waste into communities and depletes natural resources," he 

told a press conference. 

"Tobacco is not only poisoning people, it's poisoning our planet." 

The industry is responsible for the loss of some 600 million trees each year—or five percent of 

global deforestation—while tobacco growing and production uses 200,000 hectares of land and 

22 billion tons of water annually, the report found. 

It also emits around 84 million tons of carbon dioxide, it said. 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/02/22/dbm-says-calamity-fund-enough-as-typhoon-
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In addition, "tobacco products are the most littered item on the planet, containing over 7,000 

toxic chemicals, which leech into our environment when discarded," Krech said. 

4.5 trillion cigarette butts  

He pointed out that each one of the estimated 4.5 trillion cigarette butts that end up in the 

oceans, rivers, sidewalks and beaches every year can pollute 100 liters of water.  

And up to a quarter of all tobacco farmers contract so-called green tobacco sickness, or 

poisoning from the nicotine they absorb through the skin. 

Farmers who handle tobacco leaves all day consume the equivalent of 50 cigarettes worth of 

nicotine a day, Krech said. 

This is especially worrying for the many children involved in tobacco farming. 

"Just imagine a 12-year-old being exposed to 50 cigarettes a day," he said. 

Most tobacco is grown in poorer countries, where water and farmland are often in short supply, 

and where such crops are often grown at the expense of vital food production, the report said. 

UN agencies have launched a project to try to help farmers transition to other crops. 

Plastic pollution  

At the same time the processing and transportation of tobacco account for a significant share 

of global greenhouse gas emissions—with the equivalent of one-fifth of the global airline 

industry's carbon footprint. 

In addition, products like cigarettes, smokeless tobacco and e-cigarettes also contribute 

significantly to the global build-up of plastic pollution, WHO warned. 

Cigarette filters contain microplastics—the tiny fragments that have been detected in every 

ocean and even at the bottom of the world's deepest trench—and make up the second-highest 

form of plastic pollution worldwide, the report said. 

Stressing that there is no evidence filters provide any proven health benefits over smoking non-

filtered cigarettes, the UN agency urged policy makers worldwide to consider banning them. 

The WHO also called for governments to immediately halt the some $500 billion in subsidies 

the tobacco industry receives each year, and also urged them to stop allowing taxpayers to foot 

the bill for cleaning up the industry's mess. 

Each year, China for instance dishes out around $2.6 billion and India around $766 million, 

while Brazil and Germany pay some $200 million each to clean up littered tobacco products, 

the report found. 

It is important, Krech said, that "the industry pay actually for the mess that they are creating." 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/06/02/2185506/big-tobaccos-environmental-impact-devastating-

who?fbclid=IwAR1XNIKEs95NCNJY8viVIYw4ueqo_UFt6aMc3ZfwEJIvw08xn1CEtVuGYZ
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COVID cases in provinces, cities up but PH 
keeps low-risk status 
byWillie CasasandJoel E. Zurbano  June 3, 2022, 12:55 am 

About 70 percent of provinces, highly urbanized cities, and independent component cities 

showed an increase in cases, but the Philippines remains at a low-risk classification for COVID-

19, the Department of Health (DOH) said Thursday. 

The DOH said severe and critical cases remain at less than 1.5 percent of hospital admissions 

nationwide. 

However, the DOH stressed the importance of minimum public health standards. 

“Masking, ventilation, and sanitation are important interventions to complement vaccination in 

mitigating the risks of transmission among our population,” it said. 

In May, the Philippines detected the more transmissible Omicron subvariant BA.4 and 

confirmed the local transmission of the Omicron subvariant BA.2.12.1, of which there are now 

22 cases. 

At present, the Philippines has recorded a total of 3,690,707 cases, of which 2,320 remain 

active. The death toll from COVID-19 has reached 60,455. 

A researcher who has focused on the pandemic, meanwhile, said the Philippines should wait 

a little longer before lifting mask mandates. 

OCTA Research Fellow Dr. Guido David cited as an example New York City in the US, where 

an increase in COVID-19 cases followed the scrapping of the mask mandate. 

David also said it was premature to consider the country out of the woods. 

Globally, COVID-19 cases and deaths continue to decline. But the World Health Organization 

(WHO) urged the public to treat these figures with caution due to a significantly reduced amount 

of testing in many countries. 

“The pandemic is not over. We continue to call on all countries to maintain testing and 

sequencing services, to give us a clearer picture of where the virus is spreading, and how it’s 

changing,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus. 

On Wednesday night, Pfizer completed the delivery of 15 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 

for children aged 5 to 11 years old following the arrival of 2,400 doses in Manila Wednesday 

night. 

The shipment arrived at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3 via Air Hong Kong 

flight LD-456 around 8:37 p.m. 

The latest vaccine delivery completes the national government’s purchase of 15 million vaccine 

doses from the US-based manufacturer Pfizer-BioNTech. 

To date, the country has received over 245 million vaccine doses since February 2021. 

A year and two months since the national COVID-19 vaccination program was launched, a total 

of 73,993,483 Filipinos have already received their first vaccine dose, while 69,366,505 

individuals have been fully vaccinated as of May 31. 

About 2.8 million children aged 5 to 11 years old have been fully vaccinated since the pediatric 

vaccination started on Feb. 7 this year. 

The government is encouraging parents to have their children vaccinated to ensure 
they are protected upon the resumption of face-to-face classes. 

✓ 
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The government is encouraging parents to have their children vaccinated to ensure they are 

protected upon the resumption of face-to-face classes. 
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