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DENR plants 230 bamboo seedlings along 

Bamban River 
By Jerry Hernandez 
July 28, 2022 

 
BAMBOO PLANTING Department of Environment and Natural Resources personnel and volunteers take part in a bamboo-

planting activity along the Bamban River in Tarlac. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

BAMBAN, Tarlac: To boost reforestation in the province of Tarlac, the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) planted about 230 bamboo seedlings along 

Bamban River. 

A total 3,600-square meter portion of Bamban River was covered in the tree-planting 

undertaking. 

The department noted that several activities were conducted in preparation for the activity. 

"The DENR has regularly conducted clean-up activities in collaboration with partner agencies 

and the 40 estero rangers deployed in the area who collected an average of about 14,500 kilos 

of waste daily," Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office head Celia Esteban said. 

The clean-up activities conducted in the region this year have yielded 140,000 tons of waste 

materials. 

DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito Moreno Jr. said planting bamboo is essential in the 

improvement of rivers, noting that roots of such grass are a good source of ensuring safer soil 

stability against erosion. 

"Planting bamboos is a crucial component of rehabilitating denuded forest areas, facilitating 

rapid recovery of river easements and stabilizing river banks, particularly in Manila Bay areas 

in Bataan, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija and Tarlac," he said. 

Since 2019, about 141,000 kilometer-stretch of river systems have been planted with 38,390 

bamboo plants. 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/28/news/regions/denr-plants-230-bamboo-

seedlings-along-bamban-river/1852557  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/jerry-hernandez
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/28/news/regions/denr-plants-230-bamboo-seedlings-along-bamban-river/1852557
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/28/news/regions/denr-plants-230-bamboo-seedlings-along-bamban-river/1852557
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DENR restores Bamban River 

 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (File Photo) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A   

July 27, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said 230 bamboo seedlings 

were planted recently along Bamban River. 

 

This tree planting project is in line with the agency's reforestation and Manila Bay rehabilitation 

efforts in Tarlac. 

Celia Esteban, provincial chief of the DENR office in Tarlac, reported that the 3,600-square 

meter portion of the Bamban River located in Barangay Lourdes of the said town were planted 

with Chinese bamboo, scientific Dracaena sanderiana. 

 

Esteban added that the DENR office in Tarlac regularly conducts cleanup activities in 

collaboration with partner agencies and the 40 estero rangers deployed in the area who collect 

an average of about 14,500 kilos of waste daily. 

 

Paquito Moreno, Jr., executive director of the DENR in Central Luzon, said planting bamboos 

is a crucial component in rehabilitating denuded forest areas, facilitating rapid recovery of river 

easements and stabilizing river banks, particularly in Manila Bay areas in Bataan, Bulacan, 

Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, and Tarlac. 

Since the Manila Bay cleanup and rehabilitation program started in 2019, the DENR here has 

planted more than 141,000 kilometer-stretch of river systems with 38,390 bamboos. 

 

This year, over 140,000 tons of wastes have been collected from 15,000 cleanup activities 

conducted in Manila Bay areas in Region 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1936023/pampanga/local-news/denr-restores-

bamban-river  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/969/ian-ocampo-flora
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1936023/pampanga/local-news/denr-restores-bamban-river
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1936023/pampanga/local-news/denr-restores-bamban-river
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MGB issues cease-and-desist order vs illegal 

quarrying in Lucena City 
Published July 27, 2022, 9:41 PM 

by Danny Estacio 

QUEZON — The Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) issued a cease-and-desist order against an alleged illegal 
quarrying operation at Purok Pagkakaisa, Barangay Gulang-gulang in Lucena City. 
 
MGB Regional Director Dondi Sarmiento ordered Marc Benedict Lee to stop conducting 
the illegal activity and was required to restore and rehabilitate the quarried area within 30 
days from date of receipt of order June 26, 2022. 
 
Sarmiento made the order based on the findings from an investigation which disclosed that 
Lee conducted clearing and earthmoving operations including haulage of rocks and 
earth/backfilling materials along a portion of Dumacaa river, wherein prominent traces of 
the said activities and stockpiles of stones and other earth materials removed from the 
riverbanks can be seen. 
 
The quarrying operation too has no proper authority or permission from the Provincial 

Government of Quezon, the DENR, and the MGB office. 

 

Further, a canal-like excavation approximately 15-20 meters long and 1-1.5 meters wide, 
constructed for the purpose of diverting the current flow of rivers was also observed, 
according to the findings. 
 
MGB warns Lee that non-compliance shall compel him to file appropriate charges in 
accordance with the pertinent mining and environmental laws, rules, and regulations, 
Sarmiento added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/27/mgb-issues-cease-and-desist-order-vs-illegal-quarrying-

in-lucena-city/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/dannyestacio
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/27/mgb-issues-cease-and-desist-order-vs-illegal-quarrying-in-lucena-city/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/27/mgb-issues-cease-and-desist-order-vs-illegal-quarrying-in-lucena-city/
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MGB7 visits Mandaue City Mayor Jonas Cortes 
Published on: July 27, 2022 
By Mines and Geosciences Bureau 7 

CEBU CITY, July 26 (PIA) -- Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) 7 Regional Director 
Armando Malicse paid a courtesy visit to Mandaue City Mayor Jonas Cortes at the Mandaue 
City Hall on July 14. 

The two officials briefly discussed various important concerns on mining. 

At the meeting, Cortes thanked MGB 7 for their initiative to establish close coordination with 
Mandaue City for any mining concerns within their jurisdiction. 

“Ug unsay inyong kinahanglan motabang mi, tabangan gyud nato ang atong mga kauban sa 
buhat. Magtinabangay ta (We are going to help you whatever your need since we are colleague 
in the government. We help each other)," Cortes assured.  

He also expressed his support for responsible mining. 

Following the dialogue, an informal meeting with the officers of the Mandaue City Regulatory 
Board (MCRB) was held at the City Environmental and Natural Resources Office (CENRO). 

Also in the meeting were Engr. Edgardo Loquellano (OIC-Mine Management Division), Engr. 
Edward Malahay (Chief, Monitoring and Technical Services Section), Engr. Anjaylove Geniston 
(Senior Environmental Management Specialist), Ar. Araceli Barlam (Mayor Cortes’ 
representative & MCRB Vice-Chairperson), Engr. Samuel Tagsip of Solid Earth Development 
Corporation (Large-Scale Mining Representative), Danilo Academia (Small-Scale Mining 
Representative), and CENRO Staff Placido Jerusalem and Jovelyn Dotillos.(PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/27/mgb7-visits-mandaue-city-mayor-jonas-

cortes  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/27/mgb7-visits-mandaue-city-mayor-jonas-cortes
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/27/mgb7-visits-mandaue-city-mayor-jonas-cortes
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Demand for climate information growing, says 

PAGASA 
Jasmin Romero, ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jul 27 2022 07:51 PM 

 
A woman walks past debris in Barangay Pagbangkeruan, Alcala, Cagayan three days after the onslaught of Typhoon Ompong in 

September 2018. AC Dimatatac/ICSC/Handout 

MANILA —The demand for climate information is expected to increase as the country finds 

ways to deal with the effects of climate change, state weather bureau PAGASA said 

Wednesday. 

PAGASA Climatology and Agrometeorology Division officer-in-charge Rosalina De Guzman 

said in a forum that the public needs "reliable and actionable information" on the climate for 

decision making. 

“There is also a growing recognition in the public and private sector for climate products of 

PAGASA, and it will grow in to the future,” De Guzman said. 

The climate information service is something that PAGASA has been giving in the past: weather 

forecast and tropical cyclone warning, flood forecasting and warning, climatological and farm 

weather services, research and development, and astronomical services, among others. 

De Guzman said the state weather bureau is also offering new products. 

"We provide observation and forecast of the heat index. (Another is) MARITES (Managing Risk 

and Uncertainties). This is a game tool for understanding forecast uncertainties and 

demonstrates how to create decisions based on different seasonal forecast uncertainties, what 

actions to take,” she said. 

PAGASA has also “co-produced client-tailored climate services” such as local climate 

advisories and consolidating capacities for disaster risk reduction in agriculture. 

“Farmers use information to select cultivars, purchase appropriate seeds, use alternative 

livelihoods, determine the right harvest time, deciding time of pesticide application,” said De 

Guzman. 

But more needs to be done, she said. 

“More effort is still needed to understand climate information users’ needs and in the decision 

making processes,” she said. 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/27/22/demand-for-climate-information-growing-

pagasa?fbclid=IwAR3ZK6CEIyV61ATh03QgZ-McskqNckzSd1YWq8qa3AI-

wZ9PONvH5xt1_gs  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/27/22/demand-for-climate-information-growing-pagasa?fbclid=IwAR3ZK6CEIyV61ATh03QgZ-McskqNckzSd1YWq8qa3AI-wZ9PONvH5xt1_gs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/27/22/demand-for-climate-information-growing-pagasa?fbclid=IwAR3ZK6CEIyV61ATh03QgZ-McskqNckzSd1YWq8qa3AI-wZ9PONvH5xt1_gs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/27/22/demand-for-climate-information-growing-pagasa?fbclid=IwAR3ZK6CEIyV61ATh03QgZ-McskqNckzSd1YWq8qa3AI-wZ9PONvH5xt1_gs
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Kapulisan sumabak sa mangrove planting sa 

Camarines Norte 
Published on: July 27, 2022 
By Reyjun Villamonte 

DAET, Camarines Norte (PIA) – Umaabot sa 800 mangrove propagules ang naitanim ng mga 
kasapi ng Camarines Norte Police Provincial Office (CNPPO) sa Barangay Labnig sa bayan 
ng Paracale. 

Ang tree planting ay alinsunod sa programang “Goal of the Community and Police to 
Rehabilitate the Environment to Eliminate and Mitigate Natural Cause of Climate Change” 
project o Project GREEN ng CNPPO. 

Ayon kay CNPPO Director Col. Julius D. Guadamor, sa sama-samang pangangalaga sa inang 
kalikasan, isa na ang pagtatanim ng mangrove kung saan mabibigyan ng proteksyon ang 
komunidad laban sa masamang epekto ng climate change. 

Layunin ng naturang gawain na hikayatin ang lahat na magtanim, pag-ingatan, mag-preserba 
at magbigay ng importansya sa kalikasan upang makatulong na mabawasan ang hindi 
magandang epekto ng pagbabago ng panahon. 

Ang Project GREEN ay binuo ng Provincial Community Affairs and Development Unit ng 
CNPPO katuwang ang law enforcement agencies na kinabibilangan ng Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources, Philippine Coast Guard, Armed Forces of the Philippines at Cyber 
Crime Unit. 

Nakiisa sa naturang gawain ang mga kasapi ng municipal police stations ng lalawigan, 
Kabataan Kontra Droga at Terorismo, Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office, 
KABALIKAT, Police Hotline Movement Inc. at mga opisyales ng barangay. (PIA5/Camarines 
Norte/nag-contribute sa ulat na ito ang CNPPO) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/kapulisan-sumabak-sa-mangrove-planting-sa-

camarines-norte  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/kapulisan-sumabak-sa-mangrove-planting-sa-camarines-norte
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/kapulisan-sumabak-sa-mangrove-planting-sa-camarines-norte
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PHINLA waste mgmt project provides livelihood 

to 30 resource collectors in Mintal 
Published on: July 27, 2022 
By Carina Cayon 

DAVAO CITY (PIA) – Barangay Mintal is the pioneering barangay in Davao City that has been 
implementing the improved waste management system project called PHINLA (Philippines, 
Indonesia and Sri Lanka) by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Global 
Development (BMZ). 

Since its launch in 2019, the project has established the Mintal Resource Collectors Association 
(MiRCA) and has opened livelihood opportunities to 30 waste or resource collectors who have 
been earning from the collected recyclable materials and food/kitchen wastes around the 
barangay. 

“Dako og natabang sa amoa, sa akoa. Naga tigom ko ug naga kolekta. Ang income siguro nako 
sa isa ka bulan hapit baynte, kay kada semana man mi nagabaligya sa among ma kolekta (It's 
a big help for us. For me I save and collect. My monthly income would reach nearly 20,000 
because every week we sell what we had collected),” MiRCA president Randy Irog shared 
during the Kapehan sa Dabaw at SM City Davao. 

From the start of the project implementation, PHINLA has provided 25 pedicabs and seven (7) 
tricycle units to the resource collectors, which assist them on their day-to-day operations. 

The said program has also raised public awareness on solid waste management and has 
intensified the segregation process in the area. 

“PHINLA is a good initiative that is relevant during this time of pandemic. The project empowers 
the local resource collectors in Barangay Mintal to become an effective and vital actor for the 
improvement of the solid waste management of their community,” stated Evangeline Notarte, 
Phinla project coordinator for Davao City. (PIA-XI/Franchette Delfin) 

 
Randy Irog (1st from right), president of Mintal Resource Collectors Association (MiRCA), shares that the improved waste 

management project called PHINLA (Philippines, Indonesia and Sri Lanka) by the German Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Global Development (BMZ), has opened livelihood opportunities to 30 resource collectors who have been 

earning from the collected recyclable materials and food/kitchen wastes around the Barangay Mintal, Davao City. (PIA-XI) 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/phinla-waste-mgmt-project-provides-livelihood-to-

30-resource-collectors-in-mintal  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/phinla-waste-mgmt-project-provides-livelihood-to-30-resource-collectors-in-mintal
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/27/phinla-waste-mgmt-project-provides-livelihood-to-30-resource-collectors-in-mintal
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Editorial Cartoon July 26, 2022 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR EDITORIAL JULY 26, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/26/editorial-cartoon-july-26-2022/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/editorial/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/26/editorial-cartoon-july-26-2022/
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Climate disinformation leaves lasting mark 
as world heats 
BY JULY 27, 2022 

 

IN 1998, as nations around the world agreed to cut carbon emissions through the Kyoto 

Protocol, America’s fossil fuel companies plotted their response, including an aggressive 

strategy to inject doubt into the public debate. 

“Victory,” according to the American Petroleum Institute’s memo, “will be achieved when 

average citizens ‘understand’ (recognize) uncertainties in climate science… Unless ‘climate 

change’ becomes a non-issue… there may be no moment when we can declare victory.” 

The memo, later leaked to The New York Times that year, went on to outline how fossil fuel 

companies could manipulate journalists and the broader public by muddying the evidence, by 

playing up “both sides” of the debate and by portraying those seeking to reduce emissions as 

“out of touch with reality.” 

Nearly 25 years later, the reality of a changing climate is now clear to most Americans, as 

heatwaves and wildfires, rising sea levels and extreme storms become more common. 

Last week, President Joe Biden announced moves intended to expand offshore wind, though 

he stopped short of declaring a national climate emergency. A Supreme Court ruling last month 

limited the federal government’s ability to regulate carbon emissions from power plants, 

meaning it will be up to a divided Congress to pass any meaningful limits on emissions. 

Even as surveys show the public generally has become more concerned about climate change, 

a sizeable number of Americans have become even more distrustful of the scientific consensus. 

“The tragedy of this is that all over social media, you can see tens of millions of Americans who 

think scientists are lying, even about things that have been proven for decades,” said Naomi 

Oreskes, a historian of science at Harvard University who has written about the history of 

climate change disinformation. “They’ve been persuaded by decades of disinformation. The 

denial is really, really deep.” 

And persistent. Just last month, even with record heat in London, raging wildfires in Alaska and 

historic flooding in Australia, the Science and Environmental Policy Project, a pro-fossil fuel 

thank tank, said all the scientists had it wrong. 

“There is no climate crisis,” the group wrote in its newsletter. 

Years before Covid-19 set off a wave of misinformation, or former President Donald Trump’s 

lies about the 2020 election helped spur an insurrection at the US Capitol, fossil fuel companies 

spent big in an effort to undermine support for emissions reductions. 

Now, even as those same companies promote investments in renewable energy, the legacy of 

all that climate disinformation remains. 

It’s also contributed to a broader skepticism of scientists, scientific institutions and the media 

that report on them, a distrust reflected by doubts about vaccines or pandemic-era public health 

measures like masks and quarantines. 

“It was the opening of a Pandora’s Box of disinformation that has proven hard to control,” said 

Dave Anderson of the Energy and Policy Institute, an organization that has criticized oil and 

coal companies for withholding what they knew about the risks of climate change. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179887  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/27/climate-disinformation-leaves-lasting-mark-as-world-heats/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179887
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Starting in the 1980s and 1990s, as public awareness of climate change grew, fossil fuel 

companies poured millions of dollars into public relations campaigns denouncing the 

accumulating evidence supporting the idea of climate change. They funded supposedly 

independent think tanks that cherrypicked the science and promoted fringe views designed to 

make it look like there were two legitimate sides to the dispute. 

Since then, the approach has softened as the impact of climate change has become more 

apparent. Now, fossil fuel companies are more likely to play up their supposedly pro-

environmental record, touting renewables like solar and wind or initiatives designed to improve 

energy efficiency or offset carbon emissions. 

Aggressive approaches to address climate change are now dismissed not on scientific grounds 

but on economic ones. Fossil fuel companies talk about lost jobs or higher energy prices—

without mentioning the cost of doing nothing, said Ben Franta, an attorney, author and Stanford 

University researcher who tracks fossil fuel disinformation. 

“We are living within an extended multi-decade campaign executed by the fossil fuel industry,” 

Franta said. “The debate (over climate change) was manufactured by the fossil fuel industry in 

the 1990s, and we are living with that history right now.” 

The impact of that history is reflected in public opinion surveys that show a growing gap 

between Republicans and other Americans when it comes to views on climate change. 

While the percentage of overall Americans who say they’re concerned about climate change 

has risen, Republicans are increasingly skeptical. Last year, Gallup found that 32 percent of 

self-identified Republicans said they accepted the scientific consensus that pollution from 

humans is driving climate change, down from 52 percent in 2003. 

By comparison, the percentage of self-identified Democrats that say they accept that human 

activities are leading to climate change increased from 68 to 88 over the same time period. 

Fossil fuel companies deny any intent to mislead the American public and point to investments 

in renewable energy as evidence that they take climate change seriously. 

ExxonMobil CEO Darren Woods told members of Congress last fall that his company “has long 

acknowledged the reality and risks of climate change, and it has devoted significant resources 

to addressing those risks.” ExxonMobil’s public claims about climate change, he said, “are and 

have always been truthful, fact-based… and consistent” with mainstream science. 

Asked about its role in spreading climate misinformation, a spokesman for the Southern 

Company pointed to recent expansions in renewable energy and initiatives meant to offset 

carbon emissions. 

The 1998 “victory memo” laying out the industry’s strategy was created by the American 

Petroleum Institute. In a statement e-mailed to The Associated Press, API spokesperson 

Christina Noel said the oil industry is working to reduce emissions while also ensuring access 

to reliable, affordable energy. 

“That’s exactly what our industry has been focused on for decades,” Noel said. “Any suggestion 

to the contrary is false.” 

The 1998 memo is one of several documents cited by climate activists and some Democratic 

lawmakers who say they could be used to hold them legally responsible for misleading 

ratepayers, investors or the general public. 

 

“It’s time for these companies to answer for the harm they have caused,” said Rep. Ro Khanna, 

D-California. 
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“It’s time for these companies to answer for the harm they have caused,” said Rep. Ro Khanna, 

D-California. 

Republicans, however, have said Democrats want to focus on climate misinformation to distract 

from failed environmental policies that are driving up gas and energy costs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/27/climate-disinformation-leaves-lasting-mark-

as-world-heats/  
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Over 75% of mangroves threatened: UNESCO head 
 July 27, 2022, 7:36 pm 

 
ANKARA – More than 75 percent of mangroves are under threat and the world cannot afford 
to lose the unique ecosystems, the head of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) said Tuesday. 
  
"Mangroves are in danger: it is estimated that more than three quarters of mangroves in the 
world are now threatened and with them all the fine balances that depend on them," Audrey 
Azoulay said in a statement for International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove 
Ecosystem. 
  
The day, which has been celebrated July 26 annually since 2015, aims to raise awareness of 
the importance of mangrove ecosystems as "a unique, special and vulnerable ecosystem." 
  
Regarding the mangrove's role in tackling climate change, she said the world cannot afford to 
lose these ecosystems as they are also carbon sinks. 
  
UN figures indicate that a hectare of mangrove forest can store 3,754 tons of carbon, the 
equivalent of taking more than 2,650 cars off the road for one year. 
  
"This is why UNESCO is acting to protect them, along with other valuable blue carbon 
ecosystems, through its geoparks, world heritage sites and biosphere reserves," said Azoulay, 
adding that UNESCO will launch new mangrove restoration projects in Latin America. 
  
She also underlined the need for global awareness as well as the protection and restoration of 
mangroves, which would be possible by "educating and alerting the public." 
  
Since mangroves grow along tropical coastlines and in saltwater environments on the boundary 
between land and sea, they are seen as a critical component of marine ecosystems, serving 
as nursery grounds for many aquatic species, including commercially important fish species. 
  
Mangroves also reduce the effects of storms and keep coastal erosion under control as it is 
known that mangroves reduced the effects of the 2004 Southeast Asian tsunami. (Anadolu) 
 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179887  
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Marcos supports passage of Department of Disaster 

Resilience bill 
Published July 27, 2022, 4:40 PM 

by Betheena Unite 

Recognizing that calamities like the 7-magnitude earthquake will likely happen again, 
President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. is pushing for the passage of a measure that 
will create the Department of Disaster Resilience. 

 
President Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. (Screengrab from RTVM) 

Hours after the strong quake jolted Luzon, the President expressed his support for the passage 

of the measure that aims to better manage the country’s disaster risk reduction and response 

efforts. 

“Yes,” he said when asked if he will push for the passage of the bill. 

“Mukhang (It looks like)… I don’t like to say it pero mukhang mapapadalas ito, e (it might 

happen more frequently). Not the earthquake pero yung (but the) weather, lalo na yung 

(especially the) extreme weather,” added Marcos. 

He cited the extreme weather and other natural disasters experienced in various parts of the 

world, saying these were the occurrences that the Philippines must be careful about given the 

vulnerability it already has in terms of disasters and climate change. 

The President said the country needs more capability to withstand calamities more than it has 

how. 

“So these are the things that we have to be careful (of). We need more capability than we have 

now,” Marcos said. 

“Magaling na tayo sa bagyo. Marunong na tayo sa lindol. Pero ang mga dangers na (We are 

already knowledgeable with typhoons and earthquakes. But) — the dangers that the effects of 

climate change present are different, that’s why we need a specialist agency,” Marcos added. 

Under the proposed measure, the Department of Disaster Resilience “shall be the primary 

government agency responsible for leading, organizing, and managing the national effort to 

reduce disaster risk, prepare for and respond to disasters, recover and rehabilitate, and build 

forward better after the occurrence of disasters.” 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/27/marcos-supports-passage-of-department-of-disaster-

resilience-bill/  
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https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/27/marcos-supports-passage-of-department-of-disaster-resilience-bill/


July 28, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Marcos pushes for passage of disaster 
resilience bill 
Alexis Romero - Philstar.com July 27, 2022 | 5:33pm 

 
This handout photo released by the Bangued police station shows policemen evacuating an injured resident in 

Bangued, Abra province on July 27, 2022, after a 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit northern Philippines. 
Handout / Bangued Police / AFP 

 

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. expressed support for a bill creating a 

disaster resilience department hours after a magnitude 7.0 earthquake devastated the province 

of Abra and other parts of Luzon. 

Marcos said the country needs to enhance its capability to mitigate disasters because of the 

risks posed by climate change. 

"I don’t like to say it but it seems that it will be more frequent. Not the earthquake, but the 

weather, especially the extreme weather... You have seen what happened to Europe, what 

happened to America. We might experience that, the intense heat," the president said at a 

press briefing Wednesday. 

"So these are the things that we have to be careful (of). We need more capability than we have 

now. We can handle typhoons well. We are capable of handling earthquakes. But the dangers 

that the effects of climate change present are different, that’s why we need a specialist agency," 

he added. 

Marcos cited the need to recognize that the Philippines is prone to disasters. 

"Our planning for the future should include all the mitigation — all the science and the 

knowledge and the learnings on the mitigation of these kinds of disasters. Earthquakes are 

different... The real problem with earthquakes is we cannot predict them. At least when it comes 

to the typhoon, there is a warning," said the president. 

"So we just have to deal with it that way. And if we can make our — get that balance between 

cost and the mitigation requirements of our building code so that we are safe when the 

earthquake comes or when there is a strong typhoon, then that is what we will have to do." 

The bill establishing a separate agency for disaster resilience is not among the 19 priority 

measures enumerated by Marcos during his first state of the nation address (SONA). 

 

 

Source: 
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The president, however, vowed to alleviate the Philippines' vulnerability to climate change. He 

highlighted the importance of investment in science and technology to ensure accurate weather 

forecasts and on-time disaster alerts. He also gave assurance that the use of renewable energy 

is at the top of his climate agenda. 

The bill creating the disaster resilience department, which aims to promote a more proactive 

approach to natural disasters, is one of the priority bills of former president Rodrigo Duterte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/27/2198364/marcos-pushes-passage-

disaster-resilience-bill  
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Marcos to push for bill creating disaster 
resilience department 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Jul 27, 2022 5:06:09 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, July 27) — President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos, Jr. on 
Wednesday said he will push for the passage of the bill seeking the establishment of a 
Department of Disaster Resilience. 

Marcos expressed his support for the measure in a press briefing held hours after a magnitude 
7 earthquake hit Abra province and jolted other parts of Luzon. 

The President said while authorities can’t predict when quakes will occur, the country has to be 
better prepared for the effects of climate change. 

“I don't like to say it, pero mukhang mapapadalas ito eh [but it seems this will happen more 
often]. Not the earthquake, pero ‘yung [but the]...extreme weather,” he said. 

“We need more capability than we have now. Magaling na tayo sa bagyo. Marunong na tayo 
sa lindol, pero [...] the dangers that the effects of climate change present are different, that's 
why we need a specialist agency,” he added. 

[Translation: We are already knowledgeable on handling the impact of storms and earthquakes, 
but the dangers presented by climate change are different, that’s why we need a specialist 
agency.] 

During former President Rodrigo Duterte’s term, some lawmakers proposed the creation of the 
new department that will oversee all disaster-related concerns and functions in the country. 

Among others, the agency's mandate would cover earthquakes, volcanic activities, tropical 
cyclones, floods, erosions, and extreme weather events worsened by climate change. 

However, there was also pushback from other members of Congress who cited concerns on 
duplication of tasks already performed by existing government agencies.  

The bill was refiled this month in both houses of Congress. 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/marcos-disaster-resilience-

department-bill.html  

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/earthquake-7.3-magnitude-Abra-Luzon.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/earthquake-7.3-magnitude-Abra-Luzon.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/15/duterte-congress-department-of-disaster-resilience.html?fbclid
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/marcos-disaster-resilience-department-bill.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/marcos-disaster-resilience-department-bill.html
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Department of Resilience, Napapanahon na! 
RESPONDE - Gus Abelgas - Pang-masa July 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

Mukhang napapanahon na nga para maitatag ang Department of Disaster Resilience (DDR) 

dahil na rin sa palagiang pagkakaroon ng kalamidad sa bansa. 

Kahapon magnitude 7 ng lindol ang yumanig sa Luzon na ang lakas ay naramdaman din sa 

Metro Manila. 

Nasa Abra ang sinasabing epicenter ng lindol. 

Naganap ang pagyanig ilang araw matapos ang isinagawang State of the Nation Address 

(SONA) ni Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr. na doon nga niya nabanggit  ang kahalagahan ng 

palagiang maging handa ng bansa dahil sa madalas na pagkakaroon ng kalamidad. 

Bagamat habang sinusulat ang kolum na ito ay hindi pa nagdedeklara ng state of calamity ang 

pamahalaan sa mga lugar na naapektuhan ng malakas na paglindol, naiulat na rin na may mga 

casualties na sa pagyanig, maraming mga kabahayan, gusali, simbahan at maging mga 

paaralan ang iniulat na nagkabitak o winasak ng lindol. 

Sa ganitong mga pangyayari, at sa lawak ng naapektuhan, kailangan ang agad na pagkilos ng 

pamahalaan. 

Maging si PBBM ay sang-ayon na kailangan ang isang ahensya na tututok sa ganitong mga 

pangyayari kaya nga isusulong niya sa Kongreso ang pagpasa sa panukalang batas na 

naglalayong maitayo ang DDR. 

Lalo pa nga at kabilang ang Pinas sa itinuturing na disaster prone. 

Kung may tututok na specialist agency na may sariling pondo mas mapapadali ang 

pagkakaloob ng tulong at ayuda sa panahon ng anumang uri ng kalamidad sa mga 

naapektuhan nating kababayan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/07/28/2198439/department-

resilience-napapanahon-na  
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EDITORIAL - Earthquake resilience 
The Philippine Star July 28, 2022 | 12:00am 

 

On July 16, 1990, a magnitude 7.7 earthquake struck Northern and Central Luzon including 

Metro Manila. The death toll was placed at 2,412, and the damage to public works infrastructure 

and buildings was placed at $369 million. Liquefaction swallowed up buildings and damaged 

roads. 

The Hyatt Terraces Plaza in Baguio crumpled like an accordion. The quake struck at 4:26 p.m., 

when children were still in school and workers still in offices. In Cabanatuan City, Nueva Ecija, 

near the epicenter of the quake, the six-story building housing the Christian College of the 

Philippines collapsed. Of the 250 students and teachers in the building, 154 did not survive. 

Almost to the day 22 years later, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake rocked Northern Luzon yesterday, 

this time with Abra as the epicenter. As of late yesterday afternoon, the death toll stood at five. 

People must be building for earthquake resilience; damage to houses, offices and public works 

was far less than in the 1990 quake. Heritage houses in Vigan, Ilocos Sur and old churches, 

however, were damaged. 

In the National Capital Region, no damage was reported. But the powerful earthquake revives 

warnings about the NCR being ripe for the “Big One” – a 7.2 magnitude quake from the 100-

kilometer-long West Valley Fault. An earthquake impact reduction study released in 2015 

warned that such a quake could leave 34,000 people dead within an hour of the quake, mostly 

from the collapse of 170,000 houses and damage to 10 percent of public buildings. 

The study, conducted by the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology together with 

the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority and Japan International Cooperation Agency, 

estimated massive damage to water distribution pipes, electric and telecommunication cables. 

Fires are expected to spread and the NCR will be cut off from supply lines. Further damage will 

be caused by thousands of aftershocks that can last for over a week. 

Since the 1990 earthquake, measures have been undertaken nationwide to improve 

preparedness against the temblors as well as volcanic eruptions that regularly hit countries like 

the Philippines that sit along the Pacific Ring of Fire. But there is always room for further 
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Since the 1990 earthquake, measures have been undertaken nationwide to improve 

preparedness against the temblors as well as volcanic eruptions that regularly hit countries like 

the Philippines that sit along the Pacific Ring of Fire. But there is always room for further 

improvement. Phivolcs has not lacked in warnings. Science has not devised a way of predicting 

earthquakes, but heightened preparedness can minimize the death and destruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/07/28/2198407/editorial-earthquake-resilience  
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/168722493140749/posts/pfbid02LtaAiu3ysmMjoqNASews6nk528

EdY3sNENS5LP98rNU9E4ywcDbxfAHEZ8qgPQsrl/?app=fbl Xl/?app=fbl  
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Aftershocks ng magnitude 7.0 na lindol 
‘tatagal ng 2-3 araw’ — Phivolcs 
(Philstar.com) - July 27, 2022 - 1:20pm 

 
A car is burried under debris from a ruined old house in Vigan city, Ilocos Sur province north of Manila on July 27, 2022, 

after a 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit the northern Philippines, killing one person, shattering windows of buildings at the 

epicentre and shaking high-rise towers more than 300 kilometres (185 miles) away in the capital Manila. 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Asahan pa raw ang mga panaka-nakang aftershocks sa mga lugar na 

malapit sa episentro ayon sa Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHILVOLCS) 

press briefing, kasunod ng pagyanig ng 7.0 magnitude na lindol sa Abra. 

Tinukoy ng Phivolcs ang epicenter ng lindol sa Tayum, Abra, na siyang may "tectonic" na origin 

bandang 8:43 a.m. ngayong umaga.  

“Posible pong matagal yan. ‘Yung iba nga taon ang binibilang, pero ang panganib po talaga 

niya ay first 2 to 3 days,” ani undersecretary at OIC ng Phivolcs na si Renato Solidum Jr. 

sa press briefing, Miyerkules. 

Ang aftershocks ay tumutukoy sa mga kasunod na mas mahihinang lindol sa parehong 

lugar. Aniya, anumang lindol na papalo ng magnitude 7.0 ay maituturing na "major earthquake." 

Ayon pa sa Phivolcs, bagaman bababa ang bilang ng pagyanig sa mga susunod na araw, 

magkakaroon pa rin ng mga panaka-nakang malalakas na pagyanig.  

“Bababa po ang bilang in the week, pababa ng pababa pero hindi po tuloy tuloy na bababa ang 

magnitude. Minsan may pasulpot sulpot tataas na naman ng kaunti,” dagdag pa ni Solidum. 

“Importante po ang mga susunod na araw para doon sa mga lugar na malapit sa episentro. 

Diyan po ‘yung kasagsagan ng marami at malalakas na aftershocks.”  

Ani pa ni Usec, ang nagyaring lindol kanina ay “remider to all” dahil biglaan itong mangyayari 

kahit na anong oras o araw.  

Nagpalala rin ang Phivolcs na manatiling mapagmatyag sa mga susunod na mga oras at araw 

dahil nga inaasahan pa rin ang mga pagyanig.  — Philstar.com intern John Vincent 

Pagaduan 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2022/07/27/2198345/aftershocks-

ng-magnitude-70-na-lindol-tatagal-ng-2-3-araw-phivolcs/amp/  
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No expected tsunami, but aftershocks loom after 
7 magnitude quake 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Jul 27, 2022 12:27:13 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, July 27) — State seismologists said there is no threat of 
tsunami following the powerful earthquake that struck Abra on Wednesday. 

Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology Director Renato Solidum explained that the 
fault line that triggered the 7-magnitude quake is located on land. 

“Hindi niya mapapaangat ang seafloor para magdulot ng life-threatening tsunami," he said of 
the tremor. 

[Translation: It will not raise the seafloor that could lead to a life-threatening tsunami.] 

Solidum, however, warned that aftershocks can be felt up to one to three days after the major 
quake. 

He added that residents near the epicenter should stay alert at all times. 

Phivolcs recorded at least 140 aftershocks, but only three were felt by residents. 

Solidium likewise urged the public to stay indoors while the quake is ongoing and look for safe 

grounds outside when the shaking has stopped. He also advised them not to rush to the rooftop 

of buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/27/Abra-earthquake-tsunami-

aftershock.html??&fbclid=IwAR1KmaRAWaRPgY4BvjwXMS0xdwSV2LZ5rJls_Uydobhd3L

sZG0Uv43hJQZ0  
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Abra River Fault, which last moved in 1868, may 

have triggered powerful quake — Solidum 
Published July 27, 2022, 1:21 PM by Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz 

 
Science and Technology Undersecretary and Phivolcs OIC Renato Solidum Jr. (MANILA BULLETIN / FILE PHOTO) 

Science and Technology Undersecretary Renato Solidum Jr. on Wednesday, July 27, said the 

major 7.0-magnitude earthquake in Abra was most likely generated by the movement along the 

Abra River Fault—an active fault, which last moved in 1868. 

“Itong fault na ito ay known active fault na posible talagang kumilos at nasa range ng expected 

nating earthquake yung mga major earthquake events like magnitude 7 (This fault is a known 

active fault that may trigger major earthquake events, like the magnitude 7.0, which are in the 

range of our expected earthquake),” Solidum said in a press conference. 

“Ang huling historical earthquake, mga magnitude 4 or less than 5, dito sa Abra River noong 

1868 (The last historical earthquake, about magnitude 4 or less than 5, here in Abra River was 

in 1868),” he added. 

Solidum, who is also the OIC of the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology 

(Phivolcs), pointed out that faults usually take “several hundred years” before it could produce 

a powerful earthquake. 

Aftershocks, landslides likely after strong quake 

Solidum advised the public to remain vigilant, as aftershocks may likely occur in the next few 

days or weeks. 

“May aftershocks pa po yan. Usually sa ating experience, ang mga aftershocks napakarami sa 

first two days, three days, unti unti siyang bababa ang bilang. Pero posible pa po siyang 

magtagal ng mga ilang linggo (There are still aftershocks. Usually, in our experience, there are 

several aftershocks in the first two days, three days, until the number gradually decreases. But 

it is still possible for it to last a few weeks),” Solidum said. 

“But with time, ay lumiliit yung numero. Minsan pasulpot sulpot, may mas mataas pa sa 

previous, normal po yan. But ang tendency niya, it would decrease with time (But with time, the 

number decreases. Sometimes intermittently, sometimes the magnitude is higher than the 

previous one, that’s normal. But the tendency is, it would decrease with time),” he added. 

As of 11: 30 a.m., Phivolcs so far recorded 140 aftershocks following the 7.0-magnitude 

earthquake. 

Solidum also warned against possible landslides because of the earthquake. 

“Most likely, nakita ko na yung ibang mga pictures, marami pong landslide na mangayayari (I 

have seen some pictures, there are many landslides that will happen),” he said. 

 

Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/227229807399739/posts/pfbid0WjCMM4Sa3LCk8M8T6rFnddRiv
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“Kapag dumating ang mga ulan at bagyo posible pa magkaroon ng landslide dahil gumalaw 

ang mga lupa (When rains and typhoons come, landslides are still possible because the ground 

has moved),” he added. 

Solidum said that the 7.0-magnitude tremor is so far the “strongest on-land earthquake” since 

the 6.6-magnitude Masbate quake in August 2020. 
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NTC directs telcos to deploy free calls, 
charging stations to areas affected by 
earthquake 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR JULY 27, 2022 

 
Elmer B. Domingo 

NTC building in Quezon City (Photo by Elmer B. Domingo/CC-BY-SA-4.0) 

The National Telecommunications Commission directed all public telecommunications entities 

to deploy “Libreng Tawag and Libreng Charging Stations” in strategic areas affected by the 

earthquake in Abra on Wednesday morning.  

The areas include Regions 1, 2 and the Cordillera Autonomous Region, all of which sustained 

damage to public and private structures.  

The NTC directive reminded the concerned parties to observe strict health protocols to avoid 

the transmission of coronavirus disease (COVID-19). 

NTC Commissioner Gamaliel A. Cordoba instructed Director Mildado C. Lee of NTC Cordillera 

Administrative Region to monitor and oversee the implementation of the memorandum, which 

was valid until August 5, 2022. 

Telecommunications entities were also tasked to submit their reports of compliance on or 

before August 10 to the NTC. 

According to state seismologists, the earthquake, classified as major, was caused by the 

movement of the Abra River Fault. 

The earthquake was measured at a preliminary magnitude of 7.1 by the US Geological Survey 

(USGS), 7.2 by the European Mediterranean Seismological Centre (EMSC) and 7.3 by the 

Philippines Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs). 

The Phivolcs, however, revised the magnitude down to 7.0, but it was still the strongest to have 

hit the Philippines in years. 

At least four people have died and 60 others were injured. 

Image credits: Elmer B. Domingo 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/27/ntc-directs-telcos-to-deploy-free-calls-

charging-stations-to-areas-affected-by-earthquake/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/brix/
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:National_Telecommunications_Commission,_QC.jpg
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/27/ntc-directs-telcos-to-deploy-free-calls-charging-stations-to-areas-affected-by-earthquake/
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Patay sa Cordillera earthquake umakyat sa 4, 

sugatan nasa 60 na 
By James Relativo(Philstar.com) - July 27, 2022 - 12:33pm 

 
Makikita sa larangang ito kung paano maipit hanggang mamatay ang isang lalaki sa La Trinidad, Buenget matapos ang 

magnitude 7 na lindol, ika-27 ng Hulyo, 2022 

MANILA, Philippines (Updated 2:55 p.m.) — Lalong dumami ang bilang ng kumpirmadong 

patay at sugatan dahil sa sari-saring pagguho ng lupa at pagbagsak ng mga istruktura bunsod 

ng magnitude 7.0 na lindol na naka-focus sa epicenter ng Tayum, Abra ngayong Miyerkules. 

Ito ang ibinahagi ni Interior Secretary Benjamin Abalos Jr. sa isang press briefing kasama si 

Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 

"Sixty injured and so far po apat po ang nabalitaang nasawian ng buhay. Four deaths," 

"Of these four, two are in Benguet, one each in Abra and [Mountain Province]... Pagguho po 

[ng lupa ang dahilan], opo." 

Una nang naibalita na isang construction worker mula sa La Trinidad, Benguet ang isa sa mga 

namatay, matapos mabagsakan ng debris. 

 

 

Sinasabing 44 sa mga sugatan ang nanggaling mula sa Abra. 

Narito ang sinasabing pinsala sa Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) sa ngayon: 

- municipal roads (29) 

- mga tulay sa Abra (3) 

- gusali (173) 
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Nakapagtala naman ng 53 landslides sa ngayon, karamihan dito nangyari rin sa probinsya ng 

Abra (33).  

"Naka-deploy po ang mga kapulisiyahan at mga bumbero po at mga disaster risk [officers] po 

ng mga [local government units] po sa mga lugar na ito," dagdag pa ni Abalos. 

Meron na ring damage na naitala sa probinsya ng Ilocos Sur. Ayon kay Sen. Imee Marcos, 

napinsala na rin ng naturang lindol ang bell towers sa Bantay, Laoag at Sarrat. 

Ilang heritage houses din ang sinasabing gumuho kasama ang ilang istruktura sa Kennon, 

Paraiso, Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte at Apayao. 

Sen. Imee Marcos reports that the belltowers in Bantay, Laoag and Sarrat were damaged. She 

adds that some heritage houses collapsed along with other structures in Kennon, Paraiso, 

Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte and Apayao @PhilstarNews 

— Xave Gregorio (@XaveGregorio) July 27, 2022 

Makikita namang wasak-wasak ang ilang mga bahay at establisyamentong ito sa probinsya ng 

Abra. Ang ilang istruktura, halos humiga na. 

Kanina lang nang palikasin ang mga nagtratrabaho sa Senado sa Pasay kaugnay ng lindol, 

matapos itong maramdaman din sa Metro Manila. 

Rep. Ching Bernos of the lone district of Abra reports that the quake "caused damages to many 

households and establishments" in the province. Lagangilang, Abra is the epicenter of the 

magnitude-7.3 tremor, according to Phivolcs ????: Office of Rep. Ching 

Bernos @PhilstarNews pic.twitter.com/LumbQ9pDHm 

— Xave Gregorio (@XaveGregorio) July 27, 2022 

Sa kabila nito, wala pa namang mapaminsalang tsumani threat kaugnay ng naturang paglindol 

batay sa available na datos mula sa Phivolcs. 

Una nang sinabi ni Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-Angeles na iniutos na ni Pangulong Ferdinand 

Marcos Jr. ang mobilization ng rescue at reflief teams matapos ang lindol. 

"The president is presently coordinating with the NDRRMC and the [Department of Social 

Welfare and Development," ani Angeles sa isang pahayag. 

"He has ordered and immediate dispatch of rescue and relief teams to Abra." 

Sinasabing personal na lilipad si Bongbong patungo sa Abra oras na mabigyan na ng 

clearance.  — may mga ulat mula kay Xave Gregorio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/probinsiya/2022/07/27/2198337/patay-

sa-cordillera-earthquake-umakyat-sa-4-sugatan-nasa-60-na/amp/  
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DND: AFP to mobilize assets in quake-hit areas 
By SUNDY LOCUS, GMA News 

Published July 27, 2022 6:16pm 

 
Landslide on portion of Andres Acop Cosalan Road in Poblacion, Bokod, Benguet on July 27, 2022 after Abra 

quake. Photo: PROCOR PIO 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has prepared its assets for mobilization to 
earthquake-hit areas in northern Luzon, Defense officer-in-charge (OIC) Jose Faustino Jr. said 
Wednesday. 

At a media briefing presided over by President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr., Faustino 
said the military is ready to extend help by deploying its assets and giving out relief assistance 
to the affected local government units (LGUs). 

“AFP prepared assets for mobilization already. We’re talking about air assets and can add more 
if kailangan pa [if still needed]. We have already a number of air assets in positions in the area 
in coordination with the Northern Luzon command. The Philippine Navy assets are on standby 
in Subic kung kinakailangan [when needed],” he said. 

“Then of course, the available relief items of Civil Defense is already ready and prepared kung 
sakaling kinakailangan ng mga LGUs dahil mayroon namang naka-position na mga relief goods 
sa mga lugar na to,” he added. 

Earlier, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck Abra at 8:43 a.m. according to the Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology. Its epicenter was located three kilometers northwest 
of Tayum, Abra, and had a depth of 17 kilometers. 

Faustino said the Office of Civil Defense had already issued emergency alerts and warning 
messages to advise the public on the incident. 

The Defense Department’s rapid assessment of the status of roads and bridges, critical 
lifelines, and infrastructure, the status of houses, total affected population, immediate needs, 
road clearing operations, and data gathering on submission of reports in the affected areas is 
also ongoing, he added. — RSJ, GMA News 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/839608/dnd-afp-to-mobilize-

assets-in-quake-hit-areas/story/?fbclid=IwAR1HBQVB1ZMEx44IVh9X-

SAA3zXYLr8vsqJgJNLDL--1ng654kj99kaObQ0  
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Phivolcs urges inspection of structures amid expected 

aftershocks 
By Ma. Cristina Arayata July 27, 2022, 6:03 pm 

 
Phivolcs Director Renato Solidum Jr.  (File photo) 

MANILA – Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) Director Renato 
Solidum Jr. on Wednesday said infrastructures damaged by the magnitude 7 earthquake that 
jolted Abra and neighboring provinces should be inspected first and not be used for the 
meantime. 

He said aftershocks that may last for days and with strong intensity are expected. As of 4 p.m., 
Phivolcs has recorded 280 aftershocks. Of these, 13 were felt, and 57 were plotted or located. 
Magnitudes of these aftershocks ranged from 1.5 to 5.4. 

"Ang ating advice, iyong mga lugar na may mga sira, mga bahay, mga gusali ay ma-inspect 
muna at huwag munang gamitin (Our advice is to inspect first the damaged infrastructure, 
houses, buildings. Don't use these for the meantime)," he said in a public briefing. 

The number of aftershocks will decrease over time, or after two to three days, according to 
Solidum. 

He, likewise, urged local governments to identify areas that must be avoided for safety reasons. 

"There are areas that did not experience landslides but had crack or fissures. These areas will 
therefore be prone to landslides, especially when heavy rain occurs," he said. 

Solidum emphasized the need to be prepared for strong earthquakes. "Kailangan nating pag-
igtingan ang ating kahandaan nito pero huwag nating kalimutan iyong malalakas na paglindol, 
in less than one minute ay puwedeng makasira ng ating mga gusali, mga bahay, imprastraktura 
at ng ating ekonomiya (The public needs to strengthen preparedness. Remember that strong 
earthquakes, for instance, could destroy a building, house, infrastructure and the economy in 
less than a minute)." 

He added that those in urban areas -- where there are more people, investments, and 
infrustures -- should be more prepared. 

Meanwhile, Solidum said the the magnitude 7 earthquake was caused by the movement along 
the Abra River Fault. The temblor's epicenter was traced 3 kilometers northwest of the 
municipality of Tayum. 

He said areas such as Bucloc and Manabo in Abra felt the earthquake at Intensity VII. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179958  
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/227229807399739/posts/pfbid0WjCMM4Sa3LCk8M8T6rFnddRiv

faDN6fbN9rTAPti9BoyjABqLob8HLCY2v1A37LXl/?app=fbl  

 

https://www.facebook.com/227229807399739/posts/pfbid0WjCMM4Sa3LCk8M8T6rFnddRivfaDN6fbN9rTAPti9BoyjABqLob8HLCY2v1A37LXl/?app=fbl
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DOH expands second COVID-19 booster 
rollout 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com July 27, 2022 | 8:42am 

 
A medical worker prepares the Pfizer-BioNtech Covid-19 vaccine for children aged 5-11 at a gym in San Juan 

City, suburban Manila on February 7, 2022. 
AFP / Ted Aljibe 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health has issued guidelines for the rollout of a 

second booster shot for people aged 50 and up, and individuals with comorbidities aged 18 to 

49. 

In a statement Tuesday evening, only the COVID-19 vaccines made by Pfizer and Moderna 

will be used for the vaccination of the expanded population groups. The second booster dose 

must be administered at least four months after the first booster. 

The agency advised eligible individuals to check with the announcements of their nearest local 

government unit or private sector vaccination site for the schedules. 

They only need to present their vaccination card and a valid ID. A medical certificate is not 

required, even for those with comorbidities as there are doctors in vaccination sites who will 

assess and make the determination. 

The DOH also launched a campaign aiming to administer boosters to 23.6 million individuals 

within the first 100 days of the administration of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. The drive also 

seeks to immunize 90% of the target senior citizen population. 

COVID-19 jabs will be made available in workplaces, factories, schools, places of worship, 

plazas, malls, and transport terminals. 

“As vaccine immunity wanes over time, we are dedicated to helping our people remain 

protected against COVID-19. We are making it easier for as many of our people to avail of the 

primary series and boosters—including second boosters,” said Undersecretary Maria Rosario 

Vergeire, officer-in-charge of the DOH. 

Since March 2021, over 71.5 million Filipinos have completed vaccination against COVID-19. 

Nearly 16 million people have gotten the first booster shot, while only 1.2 million individuals, 

mostly belonging to the vulnerable population, have received their second booster dose. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/27/2198308/doh-expands-second-covid-

19-booster-rollout  
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