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DENR reclassifies 4 Luzon caves for 

proper management, conservation 
Published on: July 26, 2022 
By DENR 

QUEZON CITY -- The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 

approved the reclassification of four caves in the provinces of Abra, Quezon, and Albay for 

proper management and conservation. 

The DENR, through its Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), Regional and Provincial 

offices, reclassified from Class I to Class II the Ganway Cave in Brgy. Malamsit, Penarrubia 

town and the Quitinday Cave in Brgy. Quitinday, Jovellar town, both in the province of Albay. 

Sung Wan Cave in Brgy. Lawigue, Tayabas City, Quezon province was also reclassified from 

Class I to Class II. 

Meanwhile, Palale Cave in Brgy. Ibaba Palale in Tayabas City was moved from Class II to I. 

DENR refers to Class I caves as those with delicate and fragile geological formations, 

threatened species, and archeological and paleontological values. 

Caves under this category may only be used for “mapping, photography, educational, and 

scientific purposes” due to their natural values and hazardous conditions. These are closed for 

ecotourism activities. 

Meanwhile, Class II caves contain areas or portions with hazardous conditions and sensitive 

geological, archeological, cultural, historical, and biological values or high-quality ecosystems. 

Caves under Class II can be used for guided educational tours and visits led by experienced 

cavers. 

DENR OIC Secretary Ernesto D. Adobo, Jr. said the classification of the caves is pursuant to 

the DENR Administrative Order No. 2003-29 or the Implementing Rules and Regulations of 

Republic Act No. 9072 or the National Caves and Cave Resources Management and Protection 

Act of 2001 to assess the value of the cave and ascertain its appropriate use. 

Under the law, the DENR is tasked to plan, develop, and implement a national program for the 

management, protection, and conservation of caves and cave resources. 

“Finding the middle ground where the critical importance of caves to the country’s biodiversity 

and the critical role they have to the nation’s socio-cultural heritage meet demonstrates the 

distinct mandate of the DENR to secure the sustainability of the country’s rich natural resources 

and their benefits to our people,” Adobo said. 

With nature-based ecotourism as a critical sector to the country’s tourism industry, Adobo 

pointed out the pandemic “has highlighted the crucial role the DENR plays ” in setting the 

standards on the development of country’s natural resources, like water bodies and caves, 

according to their beneficial uses. 

“These initiatives set a road to more resilient and regenerative nature-based tourism practices 

that illustrate their natural resilience and, as a result, enable the public to enjoy these natural 

assets in perpetuity,” Adobo added. 

Before their reclassification, the caves have been assessed for safety and supply of oxygen, 

high endemism and presence of threats and hazards, safety of its areas as potential ecotourism 

sites, and absence of hazardous conditions. 

DENR-BMB OIC-Director Natividad Y. Bernardino said that concerned DENR field offices have 
conducted a re-assessment prior to the reclassification through their cave assessment teams to 
evaluate changes in the cave and cave resources. 
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DENR-BMB OIC-Director Natividad Y. Bernardino said that concerned DENR field offices have 

conducted a re-assessment prior to the reclassification through their cave assessment teams 

to evaluate changes in the cave and cave resources. 

“Caves harbor unique fauna, some of which can be sources of raw materials for food, while 

others such as bats contribute to pollination that provide food for people and other animals,” 

Bernardino said. 

She reminded the public to follow the protocols for safe caving. 

“Visit tourism centers and ask for Department of Tourism-accredited cave guides who will help 

in navigating caves safely,” Bernardino said. “Wear proper caving attire and follow proper cave 

decorum to minimize the impact of ecotourism on caves, as well as ensure visitor safety.” 

(DENR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/26/denr-reclassifies-4-luzon-caves-for-

proper-management-conservation  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/26/denr-reclassifies-4-luzon-caves-for-proper-management-conservation
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/26/denr-reclassifies-4-luzon-caves-for-proper-management-conservation
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DENR, UNDP unite for benefit-sharing of 
CL genetic resources 
Published on: July 26, 2022 
By Marie Joy Carbungco 

 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga (PIA) -- Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) partnered with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and other 

stakeholders to strengthen initiatives on access and benefit sharing (ABS) of genetic resources 

in Central Luzon.  

  

During an inception workshop held at Hacienda Gracia in Lubao town, DENR Regional 

Executive Director Paquito Moreno Jr. explained that the project aims to protect biodiversity 

and natural resources by pooling together resources ang making knowledge accessible to 

empower each one to play their part in environment protection.  

  

“We encounter a multitude of threats that we protect biodiversity from such as illegal logging, 

poaching, and unsustainable practices. So this is an opportunity to boost conservation efforts 

of indigenous trees in Central Luzon, which would likewise be supplemental to the 

government’s existing reforestation program, as well as in the efforts to sustain the population 

of native trees that prevent them from potential extinction,” he said.  

  

In Central Luzon, Moreno noted that though the project will initially focus on the Banaba tree, 

it will ultimately represent a multi-sectoral effort to ensure that caring and protecting the 

environment goes hand-in-hand with benefitting from the flora and fauna.  

  

“This will improve the value chain of Banaba and soon, all species, ensuring that we are ever 

more conscious of our dependence on nature for our survival through the challenges of climate 

change and economic stress,” he said. 

  

With its medicinal properties, the market potential of Banaba offers high profitability and 

accessibility as the tree is found all over Central Luzon where it is typically planted along 

roadsides. 

  

Research shows that a tea made from boiling its leaves is used to maintain kidney health and 

lower blood sugar. Its bark is said to be good for diarrhea, while its root extracts act as a pain 

reliever. 
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Research shows that a tea made from boiling its leaves is used to maintain kidney health and 

lower blood sugar. Its bark is said to be good for diarrhea, while its root extracts act as a pain 

reliever. 

  

For her part, Biodiversity Management Bureau Deputy Director and ABS National Project Chair 

Natividad Bernardino said the multi-sectoral initiative funded by the Global Environment Facility 

is an opportunity to advance the inclusion of endemic and abundant genetic resources in the 

value chain, consequently increasing their market value. (CLJD/MJSC-PIA 3)  

 

Environment stakeholders in Central Luzon gather for an inception workshop to strengthen initiatives on access and benefit 

sharing of genetic resources in the region. This is spearheaded by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the 

United Nations Development Programme. (Marie Joy S. Carbungco/PIA 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-undp-unite-for-benefit-sharing-of-cl-genetic-

resources  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-undp-unite-for-benefit-sharing-of-cl-genetic-resources
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-undp-unite-for-benefit-sharing-of-cl-genetic-resources
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DENR plants 230 bamboo seedlings along 
Bamban river 
Published on: July 26, 2022 Updated as of July 26, 2022 1:09 pm 
By Gabriela Liana Barela 

TARLAC CITY (PIA) -- Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) planted 
about 230 bamboo seedlings along Bamban river. 

This aims to boost reforestation and Manila Bay rehabilitation efforts in the province of Tarlac. 

Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office Head Celia Esteban said a total 3,600-
square meter portion of Bamban River was covered in the tree-planting undertaking. 

“DENR has regularly conducted clean-up activities, in collaboration with partner agencies and 
the 40 estero rangers deployed in the area who collected an average of about 14,500 kilos of 
waste daily,” Esteban said. 

For his part, DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito Moreno Jr. said this is essential in the 
improvement of rivers. 

“Planting bamboos is a crucial component of rehabilitating denuded forest areas, facilitating 
rapid recovery of river easements and stabilizing river banks, particularly in Manila Bay areas 
in Bataan, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, and Tarlac,” Moreno said. 

Since the start of Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program in 2019, about 141,000 kilometer-stretch 
of river systems have been planted with 38,390 bamboo. 

This year, 15,000 clean-up activities were conducted in the region yielding 140,000 tons of 
wastes. (CLJD/GLSB-PIA 3) 

 

About 230 Bamboo seedlings were planted along Bamban river in Tarlac as part of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program of the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources. (DENR Central Luzon) 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-plants-230-bamboo-seedlings-along-bamban-

river  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-plants-230-bamboo-seedlings-along-bamban-river
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/denr-plants-230-bamboo-seedlings-along-bamban-river
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Ilocos Norte to recognize best practices in 
mining 
By Leilanie Adriano July 25, 2022, 9:35 pm 

 
Provincial Government of Ilocos Norte logo 

LAOAG CITY – Ilocos Norte is set to recognize the public and the private sector’s initiatives 
and exemplary achievements in promoting responsible mining. 

Provincial administrator Yvette Convento-Leynes confirmed this on Monday as she reported 
that the awarding of outstanding partners is set on July 27 in time for a provincial mining summit 
at the JLP Resort in Barangay Suba, Paoay, Ilocos Norte. 

“One of the highlights of the summit is to recognize and give special wards to our outstanding 
quarry permittees who adhere to our rules and regulations as well as those who help us in 
apprehending violators,” she said, stressing the importance of the quarry industry as a major 
source of local revenue in the province. 

“This is the only way to thank them for the contributions they are giving to the province,” she 
said. 

The provincial government, however, has yet to announce the awardees. 

To date, the Provincial Quarry Office reported that there are about 60 permit holders of 
commercial sand and gravel and 22 permittees of industrial sand and gravel. 

Hosted by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Environment and 
Management Bureau and in cooperation with the Ilocos Norte government, the mining summit 
aims to discuss pressing issues and concerns for the minerals industry in the region. 

Existing quarry permittees, including new permit applicants, are expected to attend to help them 
become updated of the best practices and new mining policies. 

Earlier, the Commission on Audit commended the Provincial Quarry Office under the provincial 
government for increasing its quarry collections to PHP43.8 million in 2021 as compared to the 
PHP26.8 million in the previous year. (PNA) 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179707  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179707
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Marcos’ SONA: Green groups say no to nuclear, 

yes to renewable energy 
By Catalina Ricci S. Madarang - July 26, 2022 - 5:35 PM 

 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. speaks as Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri and House Speaker Martin Romualdez 

applaud during his first State of the Nation Address, in Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines, July 25, 2022. (Aaron 

Favila/Pool via Reuters) 

Two environmental organizations bat for renewable energy over nuclear power, both 
of  President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. bore his plans for the energy sector during his first State 
of the Nation Address on July 25. 
 
Marcos tackled the need to build more power plants and look for other sources to address the 
growing energy demand. 
 
He then recommended revisiting nuclear power plants as an alternative source of energy under 
his term. 
 
“I believe also it is time to re-examine our strategy towards building nuclear power plants in the 
Philippines,” Marcos said. 
 
“We will comply of course with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) regulations for 
nuclear power plants as they have been strengthened after Fukushima.  In the area of nuclear 
power, there have been new technologies developed that allow smaller scale modular nuclear 
plants and other derivations thereof,” he added. 

How green groups reacted 
Greenpeace Philippines and Youth Advocates for Climate Action (YACAP), however, 
voiced their opposition to the government’s consideration of using nuclear power as an energy 
source in the Philippines. 
 
In a social media post, YACAP pointed out that the high costs of constructing nuclear power 
plants outweigh the benefits of it for Filipinos. 
 
“Although relying on nuclear power plants may lower the cost of electricity for Filipinos, building 
one would take billions, not to mention the possible health and environmental hazards and 
contamination power plants may impose on the public,” said the youth organization. 
 
YACAP urged Marcos to instead look into democratizing and harnessing renewable energy 
sources for a fossil fuel-free Philippines in the future. 
 
“With the country’s favorable geographical location, as he said in his speech, it would be much 
better to harness solar, wind and hydro energies to genuinely solve energy insecurity and the 
inflation of the energy rate in the Philippines,” it said. 

 

https://interaksyon.philstar.com/author/catalinamadarang/
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“With the country’s favorable geographical location, as he said in his speech, it would be much 
better to harness solar, wind and hydro energies to genuinely solve energy insecurity and the 
inflation of the energy rate in the Philippines,” it said. 

 
Greenpeace, meanwhile, posted a popular meme that referenced Mr. Incredible, a character 

from Disney’s “The Incredibles” to express its reaction to Marcos’ key points on energy and 

climate change. 

“Hirap ng mixed signals,” the post reads. 

The org then asked its followers: “What are your thoughts about the President’s 1st SONA, 

particularly his points on climate change and energy development?” 

The meme was based on the official art of Mr. Incredibles for “The Incredibles 2”, a sequel to 

the animated superhero franchise that was released in 2018. 

For this one, the green group used the meme format to juxtapose Marcos’ points on renewable 
energy (solar, hydropower) with his push on non-renewable energy (nuclear, natural gas). 

Renewable energy, at ‘top’ of agenda 

While environmental groups frowned upon Marcos’ pitch to explore nuclear power options, the 
president stressed that renewable energy would be the priority in his climate policy. 

“The use of renewable energy is at the top of our climate agenda. We will increase our use of 
renewable energy sources such as hydropower, geothermal power, solar, and wind,” he said. 

The call to drop the nuclear power stance was on the “green wish list” that environmental groups 
released for Marcos before his inauguration. 

Others on social media, meanwhile, expressed support for the president’s recommendation of 
using nuclear power plants. 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179707  

 

https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/traumatized-mr-incredible-people-who-dont-know-vs-people-who-know
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179707
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“It is about time. The nuclear power plant will provide a long-term steady supply of power 
(inexpensive). Nuclear power plant projects are based on science and technology — that would 
provide a long-term steady supply of power (electricity),” one Facebook user said. 

“Bababa ang presyo ng kuryente, madaming investment pa ang papasok sa bansa,” another 
Facebook user commented. 

For Marcos’ ally in the Senate, Sherwin Gatchalian, nuclear energy must be studied “very 
carefully.” 

Gatchalian pointed out, as Marcos did, that there are more modern options on this track that 
can be explored. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/07/26/223277/bongbong-marcos-

climate-nuclear-energy-renewable/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/News5Everywhere/posts/pfbid0BeMMBnZdAyBgr84wGhmXqNvjwTVnuoi8sfbXbXYJuexgsa7xkvJ36ErUvR9VbMFBl?comment_id=457546575932531
https://www.facebook.com/PhilippineSTAR/posts/pfbid0iBxX3TsdBcxKqT53JEUhLWc6b5SdebYuCJFgtjdgAokvgNRVDTNdz5Ho2y46Xzeul?comment_id=1246841372805134
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/07/26/223277/bongbong-marcos-climate-nuclear-energy-renewable/
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/07/26/223277/bongbong-marcos-climate-nuclear-energy-renewable/
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PBBM, ‘NAKATUON’ SA PAGGAMIT NG RENEWABLE 
ENERGY LABAN SA EPEKTO NG CLIMATE CHANGE 

by Rashid Locsin July 26, 2022 

 

Inihayag ni Pangulong Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. ang paggamit ng renewable energy 
upang maibsan ang epekto ng climate change sa bansa. 

Sa unang State of the Nation Address (SONA), sinabi ni Pangulong Marcos Jr. na bagama’t 
maliit lamang ang kontribusyon ng bansa sa climate change ay tayo ang isa sa mga pinaka-
naaapektuhan ng mga kalamidad na dulot nito. 

Ayon sa pangulo, mas gagamit tayo ngayon ng renewable energy sources at mag-iinvest din 
ang bansa ng mga teknolohiya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/pbbm-nakatuon-sa-paggamit-ng-renewable-

energy-laban-sa-epekto-ng-climate-change/  

 

https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/author/locsinrashid/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/pbbm-nakatuon-sa-paggamit-ng-renewable-energy-laban-sa-epekto-ng-climate-change/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/pbbm-nakatuon-sa-paggamit-ng-renewable-energy-laban-sa-epekto-ng-climate-change/


July 27, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 3 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

PBBM presents 19 priority measures to 
Congress 
Published on: July 26, 2022 Updated as of July 26, 2022 11:37 am 
By Andrea Bancud and Eunice dela Cruz 

QUEZON CITY, (PIA) -- President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. called on the Congress 

to pass nineteen (19) priority bills of the administration in his first State of the Nation Address 

(SONA) on July 25, 2022. 

“As I am here today addressing the legislature, allow me now to propose legislation that we 

would like you to pass in support of these programs,” Marcos Jr. said before the lawmakers at 

the plenary hall of the Batasang Pambansa in Quezon City.  

 
National Government Rightsizing Program (NGRP) 

Marcos proposed to lawmakers the National Government Rightsizing Program (NGRP) that 

seeks to enhance the government’s institutional capacity to perform its mandate and provide 

better services, while ensuring optimal and efficient use of resources.  

“The rightsizing efforts will involve conducting a comprehensive strategic review of functions, 

programs, and projects that will cut across various agencies,” he said. 

He added that the NGRP will entail a comprehensive strategic review of the functions, 

operations, organization, systems and processes of the different agencies, and massive and 

transformational initiatives in agencies concerned, such as mergers, consolidation, splitting, 

transfer, and even the abolition of some offices. 

Budget Modernization Bill  

According to Marcos, the Budget Modernization Bill seeks to institutionalize the Cash-based 

Budgeting System of former President Rodrigo Duterte’s Executive Order No. 91. 

The proposed bill aims to “strengthen fiscal discipline in the allocation and use of budget 

resources by ensuring that every peso budgeted by the government would lead to the actual 

delivery of programs and projects.” 

“The full implementation of the CBS is timely and vital as the government executes response 

and recovery plans post- pandemic,” he said. 

Valuation Reform Bill and Passive Income and Financial Intermediary Taxation Act 

(PIFITA) 

The President also urged lawmakers to pass two packages under the Comprehensive Tax 

Reform Program — Tax Package 3 which is the Valuation Reform Bill, and the Tax Package 4 

on Passive Income and Financial Intermediary Taxation Act (PIFITA), respectively. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/07/27/2198240/editorial-renewables  

 

https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/07/27/2198240/editorial-renewables
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The Valuation Reform Bill provides for the establishment of real property values and valuation 

standards across the country and develops a Real Property Information System that provides 

for the database of all real property transactions and declarations in the country. 

Meanwhile, the proposed PIFITA reforms the taxation of capital income and financial services 

by redesigning the financial sector taxation into simpler, fairer, more efficient and a revenue 

neutral tax system. It also adopts a regionally competitive tax system.  

E-Government Act and E-Commerce Law 

Marcos also seeks the enactment of the proposed E-Government Act, which establishes an E-

Government Master Plan that covers all e-government services and processes. 

He also wants Congress to pass the Internet Transaction Act or E-Commerce Law which 

establishes an effective regulation of commercial activities through the internet or electronic 

means to ensure that consumer rights and data privacy are protected, innovation is 

encouraged, fair advertising practices and competition are promoted, online transactions are 

secured, intellectual property rights are protected, and product standards and safety are 

observed.  

Government Financial Institutions Unified Initiatives to Distressed Enterprises for 

Economic Recovery (GUIDE) 

President Marcos said that this measure aims to provide financial assistance to distressed 

enterprises critical to economic recovery through programs and initiatives to be implemented 

by the Land Bank of the Philippines, the Development Bank of the Philippines and the Philippine 

Guarantee Corporation. 

This addresses the liquidity or solvency problems of MSMEs and strategically important 

industries, to encourage their continued operations and maintain employment. 

Establishment of a Medical Reserve Corps, National Disease Prevention Management 

Authority, Virology Institute of the Philippines (VIP), and the Department of Water 

Resources 

Marcos also asked lawmakers to approve the establishment of a Medical Reserve Corps, 

National Disease Prevention Management Authority, creation of Virology Institute of the 

Philippines, and the Department of Water Resources. 

Unified System of Separation, Retirement and Pension 

This measure seeks to grant a monthly disability pension to military and uniformed personnel 

who retired by reasons of disability. This is in lieu of disability benefits being provided under 

existing laws. 

E-Governance Act 

The E-Governance Act promotes the use of Internet, Intranet and other ICT which is expected 

to provide opportunities for every Filipino. 

National Land Use Act 

President Marcos seeks to enact the National Land Use Act to provide a “rational and holistic 

management and development of the country’s land and water resources.” 

National Defense Act 

Seeking to amend the National Defense Act of 1935 and provide a change in the military 

structure of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, Marcos pushes for National Defense Act. 
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Mandatory Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) and National Service Training 

Program (NSTP) 

The President pursues the reinstitution of the ROTC as mandatory component of the senior 

high school programs in all public and private tertiary-level educational institutions to “motivate, 

train, organize, and mobilize the students for national defense preparedness, disaster 

preparedness and capacity building for risk-related situations.”    

Enactment of an Enabling Law for the National Gas Industry 

This enactment is expected to foster the development of the Midstream Natural Gas Industry 

in the country. 

Amendments to the Electric Power Industry Reform Act or EPIRA (Republic Act No. 

9136) 

The President said these amendments aim to “improve the implementation of the law’s 

provisions and enhance its effectiveness to address high cost of electricity, alleged market 

collusion and insufficient power supply.” 

The bill is also aiming to restructure the Energy Regulation Commission (ERC) to cultivate 

accountability and to improve the commission’s government system. 

Amendments to the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) Law 

According to the President, this will improve the implementation of the Public Private 

Partnership or PPP. The purposes of these amendments are as follows: (1) address the 

ambiguities in the existing law; (2) address the bottlenecks and challenges affecting the 

implementation of the PPP Program; and (3) foster a more competitive and enabling 

environment for PPPs. 

President Marcos said it is not his intention to diminish the risks and challenges that the country 

is facing but he said he is also seeing “sunlight filtering through these dark clouds.” 

The President is confident that the country will endure. 

Ending his first SONA, the President said, “I know this in my mind, I know it in my heart. I know 

it in my very soul…the state of the nation is sound.” (EDelaCruz and ABancud - PIA CPSD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/26/pbbm-presents-19-priority-measures-to-congress  
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EDITORIAL - Renewables 
The Philippine Star July 27, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Since 2005, among the tourist draws in Ilocos Norte have been the modern windmills in Bangui 

town. Private firm Northwind Power Development Corp. set up the wind farm using turbine 

generator units provided by a Danish firm. Ayala Corp. firm AC Energy has taken over the 

operation, which has inspired the construction of more wind farms in other parts of the country. 

In his first State of the Nation Address, President Marcos cited the wind farm in his home 

province as he promised incentives for investments in developing cleaner sources of energy, 

including wind, solar, geothermal, hydropower and natural gas. 

The main issue raised against renewables is the higher cost compared to coal and, under 

normal circumstances, petroleum products. The initial investment required for shifting to 

renewable energy, such as the use of durable solar panels in office buildings, can also be 

steep. The government will have to find ways to make renewable energy more affordable. 

A more contentious issue is the President’s call for a review of the policy on nuclear energy. 

He indicated that the controversial Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, built during his late father’s 

regime and mothballed after the people power revolt, may no longer be revived. Instead, 

“smaller scale modular nuclear plants and other derivations” will be explored through public-

private partnerships. 

The Duterte administration began exploring this option in its final months, with energy officials 

visiting projects in the United States. Opponents of nuclear energy, however, point out that the 

Philippines is located within the Pacific Ring of Fire, with frequent powerful earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions that may cause a catastrophic accident in a nuclear plant. 

Environmental advocates also point out that to date, there has been no technology that 

adequately addresses the problem of nuclear waste disposal. Efforts to recycle the waste have 

gone nowhere. This should be a significant concern for anyone who sees the importance of 

shifting to renewable energy. 

If even modular nuclear power plants are planned, the government and its private sector partner 

will also likely have to hurdle NIMBY: a not-in-my-backyard stance from affected communities. 

Until safer technology is developed for harnessing nuclear power for peaceful uses, the push 

for renewables for the country’s energy needs should do for now. As the President himself has 

pointed out, the country has wind, sun, geothermal, water and natural gas resources in 

abundant supply. All that’s needed is their proper harnessing. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/07/27/2198240/editorial-renewables  

 

https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/07/27/2198240/editorial-renewables


July 27, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Revoke LNG plant in San Carlos City – bishop 
By Eugene Y. Adiong 

July 27, 2022 

BACOLOD CITY: Bishop Gerardo Alminaza of the Diocese of San Carlos together with 
different environmental groups in Negros Occidental asked the Sangguniang Panlalawigan 
(SP) of Negros Occidental to revoke their resolution of non-objection (RONO) to the proposed 
300-megawatt liquified natural gas (LNG) combined cycle power plant in San Carlos City. 

Alminaza, in a statement, said they maintain that the RONO from the SP "is premature, invalid, 
and is not representative of the multiple stakeholders from San Carlos who openly objected 
against the LNG project during the public scoping." 

Alminaza said the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project is "still under 
preparation" by the proponent, and that Department of the Interior and Local Government 
memorandum circular 22-018 states that local government units cannot issue a letter of no 
objection without an EIA, therefore deeming the non-objection invalid. 

"We appeal to board members of the SP to adhere to their duty in protecting the interests of 
our people and the health of our environment," Alminaza said. 

"This is being echoed by our fisherfolk communities in San Carlos, who stood up against the 
project during the public scoping," he added. 

Environment groups called on leaders, both from the city and the province, "to stand in solidarity 
with the residents of San Carlos and all stakeholders in protecting Tañon Strait, promoting 
healthy and sustainable fishing communities, and maintaining San Carlos fossil-free." 

Alminaza added that the power plant, which was proposed by San Miguel Corp.-owned 
Reliance Energy Development Inc., pulled out its coal plants in San Carlos but simply replaced 
it with another fossil fuel that is "no less dangerous." 

"We already know that while it is true gas would produce less carbon dioxide than coal, it will 
instead release large amounts of methane in the atmosphere which can trap heat at a much 
greater capacity for a period of time. It makes no sense for Negros Occidental to turn to fossil 
gas when we have overflowing renewables that are more than enough to meet our power 
needs," Alminaza added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/27/news/regions/revoke-lng-plant-in-san-carlos-

city-bishop/1852392  
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P500,000 illegally cut narra intercepted in Kalinga 
Published July 26, 2022, 8:24 PM 

by Comanda Rizaldy C. 

 

PINUKPUK, Kalinga – Over P500,000 worth of illegally cut narra lumber was intercepted 
by the Kalinga Provincial Police Office and Regional Intelligence Division of the Police 
Regional Office-Cordillera in Barangay Catabugan here Tuesday, July 26. 

Police said they received information from a concerned citizen that a black Isuzu 10-wheel 
dump truck with conduction sticker 034802 was loaded with illegally cut lumber.  

The truck was intercepted at 9:30 a.m. and police found narra lumber in different 
dimensions without the proper documents. 

Rodelio Licman dela Cruz, 42, of Magsaysay St., San Miguel, Bulacan, truck driver, was 
arrested. 

Dela Cruz and the contraband were brought to Camp Juan M. Duyan, Bulanao Centro, 
Tabuk City. 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer Imelda Casiwan conducted 

inventory and scaling of the confiscated lumber. She said 220 narra flitches in different 

dimensions with a total volume of 4, 807.67 board feet and valued at P575,920.22 were 

seized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/26/p500000-illegally-cut-narra-intercepted-in-kalinga/  
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Hot logs sa Isabela nakulimbat 

 
July 26, 2022 @ 3:03 PM  16 hours ago 

ILAGAN CITY, ISABELA-Nasabat ng mga otoridad ang iligal na pinutol na kahoy o ‘hot logs’ 

na pinapaanod sa Abuan River sa babagi ng Cabisera 10 dito sa nasabing lungsod. 

Sa ipinarating na ulat kay PCol. Julio R.Go, Provincial Director ng Isabela Police Provincial 

Office o IPPO, isang konsernadong mamamayan ang nagpaabot ng impormasyon sa mga 

otoridad kaugnay sa nangyayaring water logging activities. 

Dahil dito agad nagsagawa ng anti-illegal logging operation ang mga kasapi ng 201st Maneuver 

Company Regional Mobile Force Battalion at Community Enviroment and Natural Resources 

Office o CENRO Naguliian. 

Narekober ang 18 piraso ng common hardwood round logs partikular na ang Red Lauan at 

Tanguile habang wala namang nakita na may-ari sa mga ito. 

Pansamantala nasa pangangalaga na ng CENRO Naguilian ang mga narekober na hot logs 

na patuloy na iniimbestigahan kung sino ang nasa likod sa naturang illegal logging 

activities. Rey Velasco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/hot-logs-sa-isabela-nakulimbat/  
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Heed call of science in response to pandemic, climate 

crisis–Legarda 
Published July 26, 2022, 4:14 PM 

by Mario Casayuran 

Senate President Pro Tempore Loren Legarda on Tuesday, July 26 called for unity toward 

resilience as the country’s priority strategy in its response to the pandemic and the climate 

crisis. 

In her first privilege speech delivered in the 19th Congress, Legarda, an environmentalist, said 

’We need to heed the call of science and our experts to pursue and realize economy-wide and 

community-based measures that aim at reaching our goals sooner rather than later.’’ 

Legarda said President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. himself said in his State of the Nation 

Address (SONA) on Monday that government’s response to the climate crisis should be just as 

urgent. 

‘’Let’s invest in where it truly matters so our development gains won’t be wasted come another 

typhoon or disaster. Let’s strive for a better normal by enabling genuine and lasting resilience 

for all,’’ she explained. 

‘’Together, let us lead the way towards a resilient and sustainable pandemic recovery for all 

Filipinos, for all species in the world, and for our future generations,’’ she added. 

Legarda impressed upon her coileagues that ‘’We are obviously living in challenging times of 

climatic changes that are unparalleled over thousands to millions of years.’’ 

‘’The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) has 

warned us that today’s temperatures are at the highest in 125,000 years. We are now at the 

point of no return in our battle against climate change,’’ she warned. 

Legarda said the report also tells Filipinos with absolute certainty that the human factor on 

climate change is “unequivocal”. 

‘’If we fail to heed the science and address the causes of climate change, there would be dire 

consequences on our society and ecosystems,’’ she added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/26/heed-call-of-science-in-response-to-pandemic-climate-

crisis-legarda/  
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DTI eyes ore processing as value-added to 
mining 
Wena Cos, ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jul 26 2022 06:46 PM 

 
Aerial photo of the Taganito Mining site in Claver, Surigao del Norte during President Duterte’s aerial inspection on 

February 23, 2021. Toto Lozano, Presidential Photo 

MANILA - The Philippines needs to develop an ore-processing industry to add value to its 
mining industry, the Department of Trade and Industry said on Tuesday.  

Trade and Industry Secretary Alfredo Pascual said the country is a source of metals such as 
nickel, cobalt and copper.  

"Unfortunately we have been selling these metals as ores. We are exporting them as ores and 
we are not able to maximize value addition," Pascual said.  

"We need to move towards further processing so we are able to generate more value addition 
locally before we export," Pascual explained at the post-SONA economic briefing attended by 
members of Marcos’ cabinet. 

Pursuing this venture will create higher quality and high-paying jobs, Pascual said, noting that 
these metals are critical to new and emerging industries such as the manufacturing of electric-
vehicle batteries, and hyperscaler devices. 

During his presidential campaign, Marcos said he hopes to generate additional value in the 
mining industry by further processing metals before they are exported.  

"Ang laki ng ating mga natural resources dito sa Pilipinas. Dapat siguro lalo na in these difficult 
times, we should take advantage of that," Marcos previously said in an interview with celebrity 
talk show host Boy Abunda.  

The president, however, expressed he is "wary" about open-pit mining due to the pollution it 
creates and the dangers it poses to nearby communities.  

Pascual meanwhile said while there are “roadblocks” to industrialization such as energy 
sources and logistics, he is confident that the Marcos administration will address these 
challenges. 

Included in Marcos’ first State of the Nation Address was a push to create and take advantage 
of renewable energy resources.  

Among his 19 priority measures is the enactment of an Enabling Law for the Natural Gas 
Industry. 

"This seeks to foster the development of the Midstream Natural Gas Industry in a bid to 
strengthen Philippine energy security by diversifying the country’s primary sources of energy 
and promoting the role of natural gas as a complementary fuel to variable renewable energy," 
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"This seeks to foster the development of the Midstream Natural Gas Industry in a bid to 
strengthen Philippine energy security by diversifying the country’s primary sources of energy 
and promoting the role of natural gas as a complementary fuel to variable renewable energy," 
Marcos said on Monday during his address. 

Pascual also supported Marcos’ call to reopen the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant to create an 
additional source of energy for the country, despite concerns from environmental and health 
groups.  

Logistical challenges will also be solved through new infrastructure, Pascual said. The 
"fragmented" logistics sector will be improved, lowering logistical costs, he said. 

A massive infrastructure plan was also laid out by the Department of Public Works and 
Highways at the post-SONA economic briefing, which included 11 mega bridges connecting 
different high economic activity areas in the country and several islands to mainlands, as well 
as an expressway shortening travel time from the Ilocos region to Bicol region from 20 hours 
to 9 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/business/07/26/22/dti-eyes-ore-processing-as-value-added-

to-

mining?fbclid=IwAR3rkS0_xJOS71Qkff1Ez3JpaZePCva8MoXH9uIfxxPwInqDcX6kKD1HN
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Volunteer groups vow to sustain mangrove planting 

in NegOr 
By Mary Judaline Partlow July 26, 2022, 7:45 pm 

 
MANGROVE REFORESTATION. Volunteers plant 20,000 mangrove seedlings in mudflats at the boardwalk 

vicinity in Tanjay City, Negros Oriental on July 23, 2022. The Allied Mangrove Planting Organizations in Negros 

Oriental aims to reach its goal of planting 600,000 mangrove trees by October. (Photo courtesy of Sidney Lee) 

DUMAGUETE CITY – An alliance of volunteer groups in Negros Oriental has committed to 

planting thousands of mangrove trees yearly and relentlessly to protect the province’s 

shorelines and support global efforts against climate change. 

Sidney Lee, the planting coordinator of the Allied Mangrove Planting Organizations (AMPO), 

said in an interview on Tuesday that they target to plant 600,000 mangrove trees by October. 

“We have already planted 520,000 mangrove trees since October 2015, and last July 23, we 

were able to plant an additional 20,000 mangrove seedlings at the boardwalk area in Tanjay 

City,” Lee said. 

“The remaining 60,000 mangrove trees for our target this year can be easily accomplished by 

then, as there are plenty of volunteers willing to undertake the activity each month.” 

He explained the need to raise awareness of the importance of mangroves, saying that not all 

people understand the role of these coastal trees or shrubs that provide not only shoreline 

protection but also food and shelter to animals. 

"Mangroves are also a natural habitat for certain marine creatures and help in carbon 

sequestration that can result in reduced carbon footprint, no matter how small," Lee said. “They 

play a very important role in carbon sequestration, which do twice as much than terrestrial 

trees." 

He said while mangroves are common in the Philippines, with 33 species growing throughout 

the archipelago, they are under threat because humans use these coastal trees for firewood. 

The sea forest restoration effort in the province began in 2015 with the Negros Oriental ROTC 

(Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) Association of Corps Commanders (NORACC), of which 

Lee is a member, taking the lead to plant one million mangrove trees in 10 years. 

The local government unit of Tanjay City in Negros Oriental back then agreed to allow the 

NORACC to rehabilitate and restore 52 hectares of mudflats around its boardwalk to be planted 

with mangrove trees. 

“This is our primary site for the massive mangrove forest restoration, with the 540,000 trees 

and seedlings already planted,” Lee said. 

The NORACC later spearheaded the informal coalition of AMPO, comprising 12 non-

government organizations that have volunteered to join the advocacy to revive the declining 

mangrove forests in the Tanjay boardwalk, now a famous tourist destination. 
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The NORACC later spearheaded the informal coalition of AMPO, comprising 12 non-

government organizations that have volunteered to join the advocacy to revive the declining 

mangrove forests in the Tanjay boardwalk, now a famous tourist destination. 

He said in their early years, they planted 100,000 mangrove trees a year but the pandemic 

slowed down their efforts for about two years. 

The boardwalk was locked down so the group had to find an alternative area in Banilad in this 

capital city, where they planted mangroves when the quarantine restrictions had already eased, 

Lee said. 

“But our goal is to actually be able to plant one million mangrove trees at the boardwalk in 10 

years, and we are optimistic that we can achieve that, many thanks to the volunteers from the 

government and non-government sectors, including the youth,” he added. 

In the coming years, the alliance will go beyond the boardwalk mudflats to continue its advocacy 

for rejuvenating and planting more mangroves across the province. 

Lee said as the world celebrates International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove 

Ecosystem on July 26, the alliance is hopeful that more organizations and individual volunteers 

would be educated on the importance of the mangrove ecosystem and become actively 

involved in their protection and conservation. (PNA) 
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Rizal LGU leads bamboo planting program in Baras, 

Rizal 
Published July 26, 2022, 10:51 PM 

by Nel Andrade 

Continuing her mother’s pro-environment program, the Ynares to Eco System (YES) to 
Green Program, Rizal Governor Nina Ricci Ynares-Chiongbian led the residents in planting 
of bamboo trees in Baras, Rizal as part of the activities for the National Disaster Resilience 
Month. 
 
Some 300 bamboo saplings were planted in the upland area of Barangay San Juan in 
Baras by provincial government officials and employees, Barangay San Juan village 
leaders and residents, members of the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology; Bureau 
of Fire Protection; Philippine National Police, Philippine Army; Parole and Probation 
Administration, Barangay Health Workers, and the YES team from the villages of the 
municipality. 
 
Governor Ynares thanked the 14 localities in the province for their continued support to the 
YES Program that aims to propagate the pro-environment activities all over the province 
as a way of helping address flooding and other disaster related incidents.  
 
Thousands of bamboos have been planted all over the province during the term of then 
Governor Rebecca Ynares. 
 
Studies show that bamboos consume more carbon dioxide and give off 35 percent more 
oxygen, thus absorbing greenhouse gases in the environment, providing balance of carbon 
dioxide and oxygen in the air. 
 
Online journals also point to bamboo as the plant that helps prevent soil erosion.  
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Binangonan residents, volunteers join Laguna Lake 

clean-up 
Published July 26, 2022, 8:24 AM 

by Nel Andrade 

 

Residents and volunteers heeded the call of the municipal government of Binangonan, Rizal to 

continue preserving and protecting the Laguna Lake by joining the recent clean-up activity in 

the country’s largest fresh water lake. 

Mayor Cesar Ynares led local officials and employees and representatives of various sectors 

in the municipality in the simultaneous cleaning activity along the lakeshore of the Binangonan 

portion of the Laguna Lake recently as part of the observance of the National Disaster 

Resilience Month 2022. 

The office of Mayor Ynares said the clean-up drive was participated in by municipal employees, 

Sanggunian Barangay of Libis, Binangonan, Office of Civil Defense, provincial government, 

Bureau of Fire Protection, police, Department of Public Works and Highways, Armed Forces of 

the Philippines, Philippine Coast Guard, beneficiaries of the 4Ps (Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 

Program), and other civilian volunteers and residents including members of the Barkadahan ng 

Kababaihan (BKB). 

Laguna Lake is home to some fresh water species of milk fish, bighead, tilapia and kanduli, 

among others that are being supplied to wet markets in the province and in Metro Manila. 

The lake is also a source of water for Manila Water that supplies potable water to its customers 

in the province. 

The municipal government has been leading regular cleaning activities in the lake in response 

to the provincial government’s pro-environment initiatives. 
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Binangonan residents join Laguna Lake clean-up 
JUL 26, 2022, 2:56 PM 

Kaithe Santos Writer 

 

Laguna Lake clean-up with the help of residents and volunteers 

Residents and volunteers responded to the appeal of the Binangonan local government to 

continue maintaining and protecting the Laguna Lake as they joined the most recent clean up 

of the largest freshwater lake in the country. 

As part of the observance of National Disaster Resilience Month 2022, Mayor Cesar Ynares 

recently led local officials, employees, and representatives of several sectors in the municipality 

in a simultaneous of the lakeshore in Binangonan area of the Laguna Lake. 

The office of Mayor Ynares said the clean-up was participated in by municipal employees, 

Sanggunian Barangay of Libis, Binangonan, Office of Civil Defense, provincial government, 

Bureau of Fire Protection, police, Department of Public Works and Highways, Armed Forces of 

the Philippines, Philippine Coast Guard, beneficiaries of the 4Ps (Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 

Program), and other civilian volunteers and residents including members of the Barkadahan ng 

Kababaihan (BKB). -Manila Bulletin 

Bangus, bighead, tilapia, and kanduli are among other fresh water species found in Laguna 

Lake and are supplied to wet markets in the province and in Metro Manila. 

The lake also serves as a water source for Manila Water, which provides potable water to its 

clients in the east zone of Metro Manila. 
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Glaciers vanishing at record rate in Alps following 
heatwaves 
July 26, 2022 | 5:02 pm 

 
A WOMAN walks on the ice to a measuring point on the Pers Glacier near the Alpine resort of Pontresina, Switzerland, 

July 21. — REUTERS 

MORTERATSCH GLACIER, Switzerland — From the way 45-year-old Swiss glaciologist 
Andreas Linsbauer bounds over icy crevasses, you would never guess he was carrying 10 kg 
of steel equipment needed to chart the decline of Switzerland’s glaciers. 

Normally, he heads down this path on the massive Morteratsch Glacier in late September, the 
end of the summer melt season in the Alps. But exceptionally high ice loss this year has brought 
him to this 15-square-kilometer amphitheater of ice two months early for emergency 
maintenance work. 

The measuring poles he uses to track changes in the depth of the pack are at risk of dislodging 
entirely as the ice melts away and he needs to drill new holes. 

The Alps’ glaciers are on track for their highest mass losses in at least 60 years of record 
keeping, data shared exclusively with Reuters shows. By looking at the difference in how much 
snow fell in winter, and how much ice melts in the summer, scientists can measure how much 
a glacier has shrunk in any given year. 

Since last winter, which brought relatively little snowfall, the Alps have sweltered through two 
big early summer heatwaves — including one in July marked by temperatures near 30 Celsius 
(86 Fahrenheit) in the Swiss mountain village of Zermatt. 

During this heatwave, the elevation at which water froze was measured at a record high of 
5,184 meters — at an altitude higher than Mont Blanc’s — compared with the normal summer 
level of between 3,000-3,500 meters. 

“It’s really obvious that this is an extreme season,” Mr. Linsbauer said, shouting over the roar 
of rushing meltwater as he checked the height of a pole jutting out of the ice. 

Most of the world’s mountain glaciers — remnants of the last ice age — are retreating due to 
climate change. But those in the European Alps are especially vulnerable because they are 
smaller with relatively little ice cover. Meanwhile, temperatures in the Alps are warming at 
around 0.3C per decade — around twice as fast as the global average. 

If greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise, the Alps glaciers are expected to lose more than 
80% of their current mass by 2100. Many will disappear regardless of whatever emissions 
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If greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise, the Alps glaciers are expected to lose more than 
80% of their current mass by 2100. Many will disappear regardless of whatever emissions 
action is taken now, thanks to global warming baked in by past emissions, according to a 2019 
report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

Already, Morteratsch is much changed from the glacier depicted on the region’s tourist maps. 
The long tongue that once reached deep into the valley below has shrunk back by nearly 3 
kilometers (2 miles), while the depth of the snow and ice pack has thinned by up to 200 meters 
(656 feet). A parallel glacier Pers flowed into it until 2017 but has now receded so much that 
an expanding strip of grit lies between them. 

The dire situation this year raises concern that the Alps’ glaciers might vanish sooner than 
expected. With more years like 2022, that could happen, said Matthias Huss, who leads Glacier 
Monitoring Switzerland (GLAMOS). 

“We are seeing model results expected a few decades in the future are happening now,” Mr. 
Huss said. “I did not expect to see such an extreme year so early in the century.” 

NO SNOW, HIGH HEAT 
Reuters spoke with glaciologists in Austria, France, and Italy who confirmed that glaciers there 
were on track for record losses. In Austria, “the glaciers are snow-free up to the summits,” said 
Andrea Fischer, a glaciologist at the Austrian Academy of Sciences. 

Seasonal snowfall, apart from replenishing ice lost during summer, protects glaciers from 
further melt by providing a white cover that reflects sunlight back out to the atmosphere better 
than darker ice — sullied by dust or pollution — can do. 

But at the Grand Etret glacier in northwest Italy, only 1.3 meters of snow had accumulated 
during this past winter — 2 meters less than the annual average for the 20 years up to 2020. 

This year’s Alpine ice losses, registered even before the biggest melt month of August, 
surprised scientists to some extent, as many of the glaciers had already lost their lower-lying 
snouts. Because they had retreated up the mountain, where temperatures are cooler, scientists 
thought they should have been better protected. 

“You can easily imagine the final results after summer will be … extensive loss of glacier 
coverage in the Italian Alps,” said Marco Giardino, vice president of the Italian Glaciological 
Committee. 

Data shared exclusively with Reuters shows that Morteratsch is now shedding about 5 
centimeters (2 inches) a day and is already in a worse state than it would normally be at the 
end of an average summer, according to data from GLAMOS and the Universite libre de 
Bruxelles. 

The nearby Silvretta Glacier has lost about 1 meter (3.3 feet) more than at the same point in 
1947 — the worst year in its database stretching back to 1915. 

HIMALAYAN THAW 
Himalayan glaciers are also on track for a record ice loss year, scientists told Reuters. When 
the summer monsoon season arrived in the Kashmir region, for example, many glaciers had 
already been shrunk drastically, with their snowlines starting high up the mountain, after a 
March-May heatwave marked by temperatures above 48C (118F) in northern India. 
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An early June expedition in India’s Himachal Pradesh found that the Chhota Shigri Glacier had 
lost much of its snow cover. “The highest temperature in over a century in March through May 
clearly had its impacts,” said glaciologist Mohd Farooq Azam at the Indian Institute of 
Technology Indore. 

Vanishing glaciers are already endangering lives and livelihoods. Earlier this month, a glacier 
collapse on the Marmolada in Italy killed 11 people. 

Days later, a collapsing glacier in the Tian Shan mountains of eastern Kyrgyzstan triggered a 
massive avalanche, sending ice and rocks hurdling toward passing tourists. 

Above the Swiss village of Saas Fee, a path leading to a mountain hut once passed through a 
summer snowfield on top of the Chessjen Glacier. 

“It’s too dangerous now,” due to the risk of falling rocks, once held together by hard-frozen ice, 
said hutkeeper Dario Andenmatten while gazing out over a barren landscape dotted with glacial 
lakes. Nearby, the rumble of stones tumbling from the mountain could be heard. 

Swiss residents worry that the glacier losses will hurt their economy. Some area ski resorts of 
the Alps, which rely on these glaciers, now cover them with white sheets to reflect sunlight and 
reduce melting. 

Swiss glaciers feature in many of the country’s fairy tales, and the Aletsch Glacier is considered 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Losing the glaciers “means losing our national heritage, our 
identity,” said hiker Bernardin Chavaillaz. “It’s sad.” — Reuters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2022/07/26/463786/glaciers-vanishing-at-

record-rate-in-alps-following-heatwaves/  
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Confronting the growing drought risk 
Droughts are becoming more frequent and severe due to climate change and land 

degradation. Building national and regional risk management systems that can 

endure what is coming will require political will and more 

international cooperation. 

 
Drought in an Indian rice plantation. Image: vicnt2815, CC BY-SA 2.0 via Deposit Photos 

By Ibrahim Thiaw 

July 26, 2022 

Droughts may be an ancient scourge, but the problem is getting worse. No region or country 

today is immune to the effects brought on by droughts. Southern Europe is in the grip of 

a severe drought — the worst in 70 years for Italy. In the western United States, the past two 

decades have been the driest in 1,200 years. Chile is in its 13th consecutive year of drought, 

and Monterrey, Mexico’s third-largest city, is now being forced to ration water. 

In the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia are recording their fourth consecutive 

year without rainfall, and the situation has grown increasingly dire for people, livestock and the 

ecosystems that support them. Owing to a lack of adequate nutrition, children are dying from 

diseases they would ordinarily survive. Even camels — which typically survive longer than 

people or other animal species — are dropping dead in large numbers across this region. 

This suffering evokes traumatic memories of my own first encounter with drought in Mauritania. 

I was barely 12 years old when every household in our community lost everything — food, 

livestock, and their livelihoods. Unable to provide for their families, many adults took their own 

lives. The experience has stayed with me, motivating my efforts to ensure that no more children 

have to live through what I did. Sadly, many still are being traumatised by droughts, and many 

more soon will be: Scientists project that climate change will increase the frequency, duration 

and geographic spread of droughts, with three out of four people affected by 2050. 

Areas across all regions are becoming drier, and while there is not yet a consensus on where 

exactly the most acute drought conditions will emerge, scientists agree that land degradation 

exacerbates the problem. Worse, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s sixth 

assessment report warns that we are not making sufficient progress to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and avert even more severe conditions in the decades ahead. 

Together, recent traumatic experiences and the latest scientific projections should convey a 

sense of urgency, compelling everyone to build resilience against future drought risks. Drought 

is a natural phenomenon, but it need not become a natural disaster. Land degradation can be 

mediated at least partly with better land and water use decisions and land restoration initiatives. 
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In a recent report, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations and the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) identified successful examples of systems that 
have reduced drought risk among vulnerable populations. In Brazil, Ethiopia, India and Tunisia, 
a combination of water harvesting and sustainable land management practices are being used 
to reduce the impact of droughts. While it may take time, all countries can adopt similar 
strategies to help move their people from water scarcity towards water security. 

A major shortcoming of the current approach, however, is that it is based on national systems, 
even though droughts do not observe political boundaries. Proactive planning across sectors 
within countries is essential; but without international collaboration, the effects of drought 
eventually will reach other countries. Common knock-on effects include conflicts over 
diminished water resources, soaring food prices or shortages, wildfires, mass wildlife and 
livestock loss, sand and dust storms, human displacement and forced migration, and civil 
unrest. 

Collaborative arrangements to anticipate and respond to droughts quickly can avert or reduce 
the scale of these outcomes. Australia and the US, for example, have long had policies and 
planning protocols in place to ensure that affected communities can endure droughts with 
dignity. 

Building such resilience globally will take time and political will. Fortunately, even in the world’s 
most vulnerable regions, policymakers already have foundations that they can build on. For 
example, Africa’s Sahel has a regional drought risk system, set up 50 years ago to bring 
together a broad range of stakeholders, from producer associations to political decision-
makers, and benefits from the pooling of scientific and technological capabilities at the regional 
level. 

India has adopted an even more comprehensive approach that includes drought management 
as part of its national disaster management plan. An intricate strategy is in place to include all 
the relevant government ministries and closely coordinate national, state and local responses. 
After a process that started 15 years ago, India now has an integrated water management 
system that also serves as a drought warning system. 

In June, the US announced that drought will henceforth be considered a strategic domestic and 
foreign policy priority. As home to one of the most sophisticated and advanced drought 
monitoring and response mechanisms in the world, the US could help to fast-track the 
development of better risk management systems globally. 

Around the world, there is a strong appetite among governments to act quickly before the 
effects of increasingly frequent and severe droughts become unmanageable. And following 
the creation of an intergovernmental working group on drought at the UNCCD’s summit in May, 
we now have a platform for mobilising collective action according to what the science says is 
necessary. 

We can rein in drought impacts together. But all leaders, down to the community level, will need 
to commit to doing what it takes to build effective resilience — starting immediately. 

Ibrahim Thiaw is Executive Secretary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. 

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2022. 
www.project-syndicate.org 
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Earth Day is the worst time to be planting trees 
July 27, 2022 | 12:17 am 

(and other practical advice for companies trying to get to net zero) 
By Jose Andres A. Canivel, Executive Director, Forest Foundation Philippines 

 

MANY PEOPLE want to plant trees on Earth Day, April 22, which is in the middle of our 

summer. We don’t encourage planting on that day. We tell our partners, unless you’re planting 

in your own backyard, do not have any illusions about planting on Earth Day. The best time to 

plant is during the rainy season. There’s plenty of water for the plants and the soil is just cool 

enough for their growth. The core considerations for tree planting are planting the right species, 

at the right time, in the right area, for the right reasons. These are the “four rights.” 

Typically, companies prefer to plant in sites that are accessible by road. Which is fine, we can 

bring them to sites like these. But the effort might not amount to much, especially if our sites 

are not suitable for our planting objectives. If you’re planting to protect trees, plant in protection 

zones. If you’re planting for food, plant in agricultural land. If you want to harvest non-timber 

forest products for livelihood, plant in multiple-use zones. 

Aside from tree planting, there are many ways to contribute to the protection and conservation 

of our forests. Forest Foundation Philippines implements a four-pronged approach to 

conservation. We grow forests, livelihoods, partnerships and advocates in the most critical 

forest landscapes of the country: the Sierra Madre range, Palawan, Samar and Leyte, and 

Bukidnon and Misamis Oriental. 

GROWING FORESTS 

We have meaningful partnerships with communities in the forests. Since these are in remote 

areas, it’s difficult to market these planting sites. However, these sites can absorb carbon, 

improve forest biodiversity, and positively impact the lives of indigenous peoples and forest-

dependent communities. That’s the kind of tree planting project that we offer. Tree planting that 

will be sustained beyond project timelines because we work with tenured communities, not just 

organizations that come and go. Last year, we partnered with Origins to reforest a hectare of 

land in Palawan. Together with our community partners, we planted 1,000 mangrove seedlings 

that are now being nurtured and maintained by forest guards, who are deputized by the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources to protect the site. Beyond planting trees, 

we also need to protect mature trees. Early this year, we worked with Co Ban Kiat Hardware to 

facilitate their donation of tools and equipment to the forest guards in Mt. Balabag, which serves 

as the boundary line of Ipo Watershed, a critical part of the Umiray-Angat-Ipo Watershed that 

supplies 98% of Metro Manila’s water. 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/confronting-the-growing-drought-risk/   
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GROWING LIVELIHOODS 
It is also important to support livelihoods that are consistent with managing and protecting 
forests. We’re doing this because we want to incentivize communities who protect the forests, 
so they will veer away from illegal activities. Of our livelihood projects that are connected to 
forest conservation, our exemplar is coffee. We have a partner, the Philippine Coffee Alliance, 
that works with indigenous peoples and forest-based coffee farmers in Bukidnon and Misamis 
Oriental. By providing livelihood support to the forest-dependent communities and forest 
guards, they are able to plant better coffee using upgraded technology, while earning a 
livelihood. During the pandemic, we were also able to sustain the livelihoods of forest-
dependent communities in Samar and Palawan by providing diversified income streams to 
the community, so they can sustain their forest conservation and protection activities. They 
were able to successfully pivot from ecotourism to food security projects despite challenging 
times. 

GROWING PARTNERSHIPS 
Growing partnerships allows us to work with the private sector. In 2012 and 2013, we worked 
with Condura through their Condura Skyway Marathon program to plant 20 hectares of 
mangrove forests in Zamboanga Sibugay. More recently, we worked with Cebu Pacific so 
they can offset their carbon emissions to meet the requirements set by the Civil Aeronautics 
Board. Together, we are planting 5,200 native seedlings on forest land in Rizal. The area 
serves as a window to the Sierra Madre, which we consider to be the backbone of Luzon 
because it protects the country from the onslaught of typhoons. These native trees will 
recover and expand forest habitats for wildlife, protect watershed and freshwater resources, 
improve the local natural landscapes, connect forest fragments and secure the livelihoods of 
forest-dependent communities. 

GROWING ADVOCATES 
To ensure that the trees that we plant will be nurtured and protected by the people, we must 
rally them into becoming forest advocates. You cannot grow forests in three years’ time, 
which is why some of our grants fund advocacy projects, like documentaries and visual 
projects. We are working with Diinsider Philippines to produce a film documentary called 
Bantay Bukid, which highlights the important role of forest guards in protecting the forests. It 
will be released later this year. We are also working with Ms. Cynthia Bauzon-Arre to 
mainstream the important role of native trees in tree planting. Our experience shows that 
rather than planting a great number of fast-growing exotic trees, native trees are better 
options because they have higher chances of growth and have the ability to nurture local 
wildlife.  

WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE FORESTS 
Guided by our experience, we have developed measures that have allowed us to leverage 
private sector investment towards sustainable development. 

Measuring results. We have metrics for what it costs to restore and protect the forests. We 
also have environmental and social safeguards to ensure that our projects do not have any 
negative impacts on the environment and the communities. With this, we are confident that 
we can protect the investments made by the private sector. 

Accelerating impact. Rather than starting from scratch, by working with us, the private sector 
can contribute to various ongoing initiatives that protect, restore, sustainably manage and 
conserve forests. We can also build private sector capacity by providing technical assistance 
in nursery management and tree planting, among others. We hope these initiatives can 
encourage more stakeholders in the private sector to support our work. 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/confronting-the-growing-drought-risk/   
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Promoting inclusive development. We can leverage the support of the private sector by 
forging partnerships between communities and businesses to implement nature-based 
solutions that will grow forests, while addressing other issues, such as water security, food 
security, and disaster risk management. We do not just plant trees. We also look after the 
communities that we plant in and the people that we plant with. 

Having said all of that, of course, you can always join us and plant trees. Just not on earth 
day. 

  

Jose Andres A. Canivel is a lawyer and environmental policy expert. He previously served as 
development assistance specialist at the Office of Energy and Environment of USAID 
Philippines and executive director of the Environmental Legal Assistance Center (ELAC). 
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19K daily cases by Aug. 31 if low vax, booster 
rates continue 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor July 26, 2022, 3:30 pm 

 
(PNA photo by Avito Dalan) 

MANILA – The number of detected Covid-19 cases at the national level are projected to be on 
a continuous uptrend with an estimated 19,306 infections per day by Aug. 31, the Department 
of Health (DOH) said Tuesday. 

In a Viber message to reporters, the DOH said the projection is expected if Covid-19 
vaccination and booster coverage and adherence to public health protocols do not improve. 

“However, with the improvement of vaccination and booster rates and MPHS (Minimum Public 
Health Standards) compliance, case increase may be slower and more controlled at about 
6,194 to 8,346 cases by the end of August,” the DOH said. “While we do consider Covid-19 
case numbers in determining an area's alert level, we would like to emphasize the larger focus 
we have on admission and hospital utilization rates”. 

The agency assured the public that the country has the capability to reduce the vulnerable 
population and keep hospital utilization and fatalities to a minimum due to the advances in 
Covid-19 treatment and the availability of vaccines to combat severe and critical disease. 

It also urged the public to continue wearing best-fitting face masks, observe physical distancing 
and get vaccinated and receive boosters to reduce the number of infections as much as 
possible. 

On Monday, the DOH reported a 33 percent increase in daily cases for the week of July 18 to 
24. From 2,091 per day from July 11 to 17, the cases reached 2,791 daily in the recent week. 

About 14,640 new cases and one verified death were added to the Covid-19 numbers in the 
recent week. 

To date, about 71,546,355 or 91.61 percent of the country’s target population (78,100,578) are 
fully vaccinated. 

As of July 17, a total of 15,934,251 have received booster shots. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179804  
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DOH launches COVID-19 booster drive 
Philstar.com July 26, 2022 | 5:03pm 

 
A woman receives a booster shot at the launch of the “PINASLAKAS” vaccination drive on July 26, 2022 

AFP / Ted Aljibe 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health launched Tuesday a campaign that aims to 

administer booster shots to 50% of the country’s eligible population within the first 100 days of 

the Marcos administration. 

Authorities are targeting to administer boosters to 23.8 million individuals in the “PINASLAKAS” 

drive, which was launched at the Parañaque Integrated Terminal Exchange. 

The campaign also seeks to immunize 90% of the target senior citizen population. 

Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, officer-in-charge of the DOH, said the new vaccination 

drive is in line with the bid of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to bring essential health services 

closer to Filipinos. 

COVID-19 jabs will be made available in workplaces, factories, schools, places of worship, 

plazas, malls, and transport terminals. 

“Sa pagtanggap ng booster makapag-hanapbuhay tayong lahat nang mas ligtas, maaaring 

magsimula or manatiling bukas ang negosyo, mas magiging ligtas ang pagbabalik eskwela ng 

ating mga anak, manunumbalik ang turismo, makasasamba at maitutuloy na ang gawaing 

pananampalataya,” Vergeire said. 

(By receiving the boosters, we will all be able to work more safely, businesses can start or stay 

open. It will be safer for our children to go back to school. Tourism will recover, worship activities 

will continue.) 

“Mababawasan ang pangamba sa paggamit ng public transport, at matutugunan ang iba pang 

usaping pangkalusugan dahil bababa ang mga kaso at mababawasan ang pasan ng 

healthcare facilities at workers,” she added. 

(The fear of using public transport will be minimized, and other health matters will be addressed 

because cases will decline and the burden on healthcare facilities and workers will be reduced.) 

Out of the 71.5 million people who have completed vaccination against COVID-19, only 15.9 

million have gotten boosters, latest government data showed. 

According to the DOH, COVID-19 cases nationwide may reach around 19,306 cases a day by 

August 31. But the rise in cases may be controlled at about 6,194 to 8,346 cases per day by 

end-August if the vaccination rates improve and if people continue following public health 

protocols. — Gaea Katreena Cabico 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/26/2198116/doh-launches-covid-19-

booster-drive  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2nF1PPb7Pc 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzbOpG3Mh6I 
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