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DENR’s 18th Secretary 
 Monday, July 25, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Legal, 

Administration, Human Resources, and Legislative Affairs and former DENR OIC Secretary 

Ernesto D. Adobo Jr. (left) hands over the DENR flag to the new DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia 

Yulo-Loyzaga (right) during the turnover of the agency’s leadership at the DENR Central Office 

in Quezon City on July 21. Yulo-Loyzaga brings to the Department her years of experience as 

President of the National Resilience Council, Chairperson of the International Advisory Board 

of the Manila Observatory, and member of the Senior Advisory Board of the Armed Forces of 

the Philippines Command and General Staff College, among others. Yulo-Loyzaga is the 18th 

Secretary of the DENR since its reorganization in 1987. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denrs-18th-secretary/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/denrs-18th-secretary/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-welcomes-philspada-lady-warriors/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/denrs-18th-secretary/
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysP-1T0qiSA  
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Environment, anti-mining advocates start 
‘courtship’ of new DENR chief 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA JULY 25, 2022 

 
Bearing flowers, fruits, seafood, and crafts from what they described as “mining sites of 

struggles,” environmental and anti-mining groups under the Alyansa Tigil Mina on Monday 

trooped to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and appealed to 

the new environmental agency to implement the group’s “First 100 Days Agenda.” 

In what appears to be a romantic courtship, they serenaded Ma. Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga on the 

day of the State of the Nation Address (Sona) of President Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos 

Jr. 

“We are here on the day of the SONA to show our openness to work with the new DENR 

Secretary in order to advance the cause of mining communities against destructive mining,” 

Jaybee Garganera, ATM National Coordinator said. 

Christel Yparraguire of Baywatch Foundation Inc. pointed out “that many with vested interests 

in the mining industry will also woo the new DENR Secretary, but we appeal to Secretary Yulo-

Loyzaga to take our side as we will stand by her pro-environment and scientific stance that 

serves to benefit future generations and mining-affected communities, and address climate 

change.” 

Malou Verano from Aroroy, Masbate, and a member of ATM’s Women and Mining Working 

Group said, “It is time that the mining industry is rationalized and that the ban on open-pit mining 

be again enforced.” 

“Mining destroys our communities and deprives us of our livelihood and sources of food. Also, 

it causes pollution of our food and waters and severely affects our health. We have had no 

choice but to endure, eat contaminated food and suffer from tuberculosis and food poisoning,” 

Verano said. 

The group submitted their First 100 Days Agenda to the Office of the DENR Secretary. The 

agenda includes the revocation of EO 130 or Duterte’s mining policy, as well as the imposition 

of a ban on open-pit mining. 

“Should Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga choose to listen to our demands, she can be assured that we 

will support her until the end until our agenda are met and implemented. She will have our 

support against corporate mining interests and those who would try to use her to destroy the 

environment and communities for the sake of profit,” Garganera said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/25/environment-anti-mining-advocates-start-

courtship-of-new-denr-chief/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/25/environment-anti-mining-advocates-start-courtship-of-new-denr-chief/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/25/environment-anti-mining-advocates-start-courtship-of-new-denr-chief/
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Marcos SONA: A lot of talk on environment, 
not as much on its defenders 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com July 25, 2022 | 9:47pm 

 
Philippine president Ferdinand Marcos Jr (C) delivers his first State of the Nation address at the House of 

Representatives in Quezon City, suburban Manila on July 25, 2022. 
AFP/Jam Sta. Rosa 

MANILA, Philippines — While climate change—an issue put on the back burner during the 

election campaign—was mentioned at least six times in the first State of the Nation Address of 

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., his speech was silent about the threats faced by Filipino 

climate advocates and environmental defenders. 

The Philippines is among the countries most exposed to climate change hazards. It is also 

consistently identified as one of the most dangerous countries for protectors of nature. 

In his speech delivered before Congress, Marcos stressed the use of renewable energy is "at 

the top" of the government’s climate agenda. But he also spoke about the development of 

nuclear and fossil gas in the same address. 

He also said that capacity building for disaster resiliency is a must. "Investment in science and 

technology is imperative to enable us to have accurate weather forecasts and on-time disaster 

alerts." 

Marcos added there should be disaster-proof planning for communities affected by sea level 

rise and efforts to look for more sources of fresh water. 

Marcos has appointed disaster resilience expert Toni Yulo-Loyzaga to lead the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources.  

Proper enforcement of laws 

The chief executive also emphasized that laws on the environment must be properly enforced. 

The DENR has been often criticized in recent years for the weak implementation of laws that 

are supposed to protect the country’s rich ecosystems and natural resources. 

“Companies who exploit our natural resources must follow the law. We all have the 

responsibility to preserve this Earth, for we are but custodians, and we will pass on this treasure 

to future generations,” Marcos said. 

“There is no question that the preservation of the environment is the preservation of life,” he 

added. 

Environmental group Kalikasan People’s Network for the Environment, however, warned that 

Marcos' promise to construct more international airports, railway and transport systems, solar 

and wind farms, nuclear power plants, and dams will cause the destruction of forests, 

farmlands, and other critical landscapes and seascapes. 

 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
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“Despite all the rosy rhetoric of responding to worsening disasters and pursuing renewable 

energy, the proposed-private partnership model for these economic projects has a track record 

of bringing displacement and conflict to communities and defenders,” said Leon Dulce, national 

coordinator of Kalikasan PNE. 

Uneasy silence 

Green groups also criticized the lack of mention of human rights in Marcos' first SONA. 

"While climate change was woven in agriculture, health and energy themes, Marcos Jr. was 

distressingly silent about mining issues, human rights, indigenous and women rights, 

extrajudicial killings and environmental defenders," Alyansa Tigil Mina national coordinator 

Jaybee Garganera said. 

According to a report of watchdog Global Witness, the Philippines remained the worst place in 

Asia for land and environmental defenders in 2020. Kalikasan PNE, for its part, recorded six 

new attacks against environmental defenders in the two months after the May elections. 

"We thus fear more human rights abuses against environment and other human rights 

defenders," Dulce said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/07/25/2197964/marcos-sona-lot-talk-environment-not-much-its-defenders  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197964/marcos-sona-lot-talk-environment-not-much-its-defenders
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Renewable energy among Marcos Jr.’s agenda 
in addressing climate change 
July 25, 2022 

 
President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. during his maiden State of the Nation Address on Monday, July 25 

By Gabriela Baron 

The use of renewable energy is at the top of President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.’s 

agenda in fighting climate change. 

In his maiden State of the Nation Address, Marcos Jr. said the government is eyeing to increase 

the country’s use of hydropower, geothermal power, solar power, and wind power. 

“Geographically, we are a disaster-prone country. Capacity building for our natural disaster 

resilience is, therefore, a must,” he said. 

Marcos Jr. noted that investment in science and technology is imperative to enable the 

government to give accurate weather forecasts and on-time disaster alerts. 

“Studies show that already many areas in the Philippines are at high risk from the rise in sea 

levels brought about by the increase in global temperature. We must adapt to this phenomenon 

with disaster-proof planning of our communities,” he added. 

Marcos Jr. said his administration will also look into the freshwater supply situation in the 

country, especially in the urban areas. 

“Many of our water supply systems date back to the 1950s and they must now be rehabilitated 

and improved,” he added. 

The President said he has instructed Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga and Department of Public Works and Highways Secretary Manny 

Bonoan to explore partnerships with the private sector to address the situation. 

“Companies who exploit our natural resources must follow the law. We all have the 

responsibility to preserve this Earth, for we are but custodians and we will pass on this treasure 

to future generations,” Marcos Jr. said. 

“There is no question that the preservation of the environment is the preservation of life. If we 

cannot mitigate climate change, all our plans for the economy, for our future, will be for naught.”-

ngs 

 

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/renewable-energy-among-marcos-jr-s-agenda-in-addressing-

climate-change/  

 

https://ptvnews.ph/renewable-energy-among-marcos-jr-s-agenda-in-addressing-climate-change/
https://ptvnews.ph/renewable-energy-among-marcos-jr-s-agenda-in-addressing-climate-change/
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Marcos says to prioritize use of renewable 
energy to address climate change 
Rose Carmelle Lacuata, ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jul 25 2022 06:17 PM | Updated as of Jul 25 2022 10:59 PM 
 

 
President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos, Jr. delivers his 1st State of the Nation Address at the House of 

Representatives on July 25, 2022. RTVM Screengrab 

Marcos eyes rehab of water supply systems 

MANILA (UPDATE) - President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Monday his administration will 

prioritize the use of renewable energy sources to cushion the impacts of climate change in the 

Philippines. 

Marcos, in his first State of the Nation Address (SONA), said although the Philippines is 

considered a minor contributor to climate change, it is one of the countries most vulnerable to 

its effects. 

In order to alleviate the effects of climate change, he said there is a need to prioritize the use 

of renewable energy sources. 

"The use of renewable energy is at the top of our climate agenda. We will increase our use of 

renewable energy sources such as hydropower, geothermal power, solar and wind," he said. 

There is also a need to invest in technology to provide more accurate weather forecasts and 

disaster alerts, he said. 

"Geographically, we are a disaster-prone country. Capacity building for our natural disaster 

resilience is therefore a must. Investment in science and technology is imperative to enable us 

to have accurate weather forecast and on-time disaster alerts," said Marcos. 

He pushed for disaster-proofing of communities, especially those that are already affected by 

climate change. 

"Studies show that already now, many areas in the Philippines are at high risk from the rise in 

sea levels brought about by the increase in global temperature," he said. 

"We must adapt to this phenomenon with disaster-proof planning for our communities." 

Consumer group Power for People Coalition, meanwhile, said it was "disappointed" that 

Marcos' renewable energy plans were "full of contradictions" given that gas remained 

necessary during the transition.  
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 “President Marcos’ energy plans are at odds with what he promises. He cannot say that 

renewable energy is his top agenda when he is peddling nuclear and natural gas, both of which 

are not clean sources of energy, not to mention the environmental risks and hazards that come 

with it.” said Gerry Arances, convener of the group.  

They urged Marcos to follow through with his plans.  

“Renewable energy is a top priority not just by saying it, but committing to minimizing, then 

eliminating the use of fossil fuels to protect the environment and consumers. It’s disappointing 

to hear him talk about incentives and bill for gas and action point for nuclear but no actual plans 

for renewable energy,” he added.  

NUCLEAR POWER  

Marcos, who advocated for the revival of the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant during his 

presidential campaign, said "it was time to reexamine" the country's strategy in building nuclear 

power plants locally, noting that public-private partnerships would help fund future nuclear 

projects.  

He also assured the public that the government would follow international regulations on 

nuclear operations. 

"In the area of nuclear power, there have been new tech developed that allows small-scale 

modular nuclear plants and other derivations. PPPs will play a part in support," he said during 

his address.  

The Department of Energy had said the country's nuclear energy push is possible under the 

current administration as more countries veer away from the use of coal-fired power plants, 

which have contributed to large carbon emissions detrimental to the environment. 

Government, however, will need a proper regulation framework and a strong foundation to build 

new nuclear power plants or revive the one in Bataan, given the wide skepticism surrounding 

it due to safety issues.  

WATER SUPPLY 

Aside from prioritizing the use of renewable energy, Marcos said there is a need to rehabilitate 

and improve the country's water supply systems. 

This can be done by looking for more sources of fresh water and working with the private sector. 

"We will also look into the precarious fresh water supply situation in the country, especially in 

our urban areas. Many of our water supply systems date back to the 1950s, and they must now 

be rehabilitated and improved," Marcos said. 

"I've instructed the DENR, together with the DPWH to explore positive partnerships with the 

private sector to address this crucial situation," he added. 

In terms of protecting the environment, Marcos said companies exploiting the country's natural 

resources should follow environmental laws. 

"The Philippines has excellent laws on the environment, but we have to guarantee that these 

laws are properly enforced. And this will require a great deal of coordination and cooperation 

between concerned government agencies and private stakeholders. Companies who exploit 

our natural resources must follow the law," he said. 

"We all have the responsibility to preserve this earth. For we are but custodians and we will 

pass on this great treasure to future generations," he added. 

 

"There is no question that the preservation of the environment is the preservation of life. If we 

cannot mitigate climate change, all our plans for the economy, all our plans for our future will 

be for naught." 
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"There is no question that the preservation of the environment is the preservation of life. If we 

cannot mitigate climate change, all our plans for the economy, all our plans for our future will 

be for naught." 

Climate change is among the biggest global challenges. Former President Rodrigo Duterte 

himself had said he hoped the Marcos administration would do better in addressing the issue.  

Newly-appointed Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Toni 

Yulo-Loyzaga earlier said she will prioritize fighting climate emergency and protecting 

indigenous species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/25/22/marcos-to-prioritize-renewable-energy-to-

address-climate-change?fbclid=IwAR2kp0KgPepqJt4c8224ogiD_HsGDqSJ6-

u2QXmvoJp4ic3mm9zZPz2JjL8  
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Marcos pushes for gas, nuclear development 
alongside renewables 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com July 25, 2022 | 7:25pm 

 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr delivers his first State of the Nation address at the House of 

Representatives in Quezon City, suburban Manila on July 25, 2022. 
AFP/Pool/Aaron Favila 

 

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. reiterated Monday the need to adopt 

nuclear and develop fossil gas—two energy sources that groups say will impede the transition 

to renewable energy and threaten host communities. 

In his first State of the Nation Address, Marcos stressed that increasing the use of renewable 

energy sources such as solar, wind, hydropower, and geothermal power is “at the top of our 

climate agenda.” 

But in the same speech, the chief executive also spoke about the development of new power 

plants and the use of natural gas—or fossil gas—as another energy source alongside 

renewables. 

"Nuclear and fossil gas should be out of the picture today; it’s hypocritical to talk about 

addressing the climate crisis while prioritizing dangerous energy sources,” Greenpeace 

Philippines campaigner Khevin Yu said.  

Marcos called on Congress to enact an enabling law seeking to foster the midstream natural 

gas industry “by diversifying the country’s primary sources of energy and promoting the role of 

natural gas as a complementary fuel to variable renewable energy.” 

"We will provide investment incentives by clarifying the uncertain policy in upstream gas, 

particularly in the area close to Malampaya," Marcos added, referring to the deep water gas-

to-gas power in Palawan. 

The Philippines is currently scaling up the development of infrastructure that will support the 

import of liquefied natural gas. The proposed LNG plants and terminals also threaten the 

marine frontiers where these projects will be built, such as the Verde Island Passage, and the 

coastal communities that depend on these waters. 

Natural gas has been pitched as a “bridge fuel” that can help the shift to a lower-carbon 

economy. Climate and energy campaigners, however, say that fossil gas produces potent 

greenhouse gas methane, and blocks the transition to cleaner and cheaper sources of energy. 

Nuclear strategy 

Marcos also reiterated his determination to adopt nuclear power, saying “it is time to re-examine 

our strategy towards building nuclear power plants.” 

 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
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The chief executive said the government will comply with the regulations of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency for nuclear power plants and mentioned technologies that allow smaller 

scale modular nuclear plants and other derivations. 

"Once again, PPPs will play a part in support as funding in this period is limited," he said. 

During the election campaign, Marcos said the country should look into reviving his father’s 

venture—the 621-megawatt Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, which was mothballed in 1986 

because of safety concerns. 

In a statement, Power for People Coalition said that Marcos’ energy plans are at odds with what 

he promises. It also criticized the lack of actual plans for the development of renewable energy. 

“Marcos was on point on renewable energy as a priority both for lowering costs and transition, 

but his plans were distracted and unsound with his push for LNG and nuclear,” P4P convenor 

Gerry Arances said. 

“However, the more we invest in imported, expensive, capital-intensive gas-powered facilities, 

the harder it becomes to discard them, essentially locking us into using gas instead of moving 

forward to renewable energy. And the more we rely on fossil fuels, the more consumers suffer 

during times of high prices in the world market, as we are experiencing now,” he added.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/07/25/2197920/marcos-pushes-gas-nuclear-development-alongside-

renewables  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197920/marcos-pushes-gas-nuclear-development-alongside-renewables
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197920/marcos-pushes-gas-nuclear-development-alongside-renewables
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197920/marcos-pushes-gas-nuclear-development-alongside-renewables


July 26, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Renewable energy tops Marcos admin’s 
climate change agenda 
July 25, 20223 min read 

MANILA – President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. on Monday pushed for the transition to 

renewable energy to mitigate the worst impacts of climate change on the country. 

Marcos, in his first State of the Nation Address (SONA) delivered at Batasan Pambansa in 

Quezon City, said the use of renewable energy will top his administration’s climate change 

agenda. 

“We will increase our use of renewable energy sources such as hydropower, geothermal, solar, 

and wind,” said Marcos, whose home province Ilocos Norte houses the now-famous Windmills 

of Bangui. 

The shift to renewable energy is seen as a solution to help slow down the effects of climate 

change. 

The United Nations-body Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), in its report 

released in April 2022, bared that solar and wind energy and batteries have shown sustained 

cost reductions of up to 85 percent since 2010. 

Many policies and laws have improved energy efficiency, reduced deforestation rates, and 

accelerated renewable energy deployment, according to the IPCC report. 

Marcos emphasized the need to promote the use of renewable energy, as he noted that the 

Philippines is a disaster-prone country. 

Given the country’s geographical situation, capacity-building for natural disaster resiliency is “a 

must,” he said. 

Marcos said investing in science and technology would enable the government to have 

accurate weather forecasts and on-time disaster alerts. 

“For the welfare of our people, it is incumbent upon us to lessen our vulnerability,” he said. 

“Studies show that many areas in the Philippines are already at high risk from the rise in sea 

levels brought about by the increase in global temperature. We must adapt to this phenomenon 

with disaster-proof urban planning. 

Partnership with private sector 

The Philippines, though a minor contributor to climate change globally, is one of the most 

vulnerable countries to the effects of climate change. 

 

Marcos also raised alarm over the precarious fresh water supply situation in the country, 

especially in urban areas. 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/25/renewable-energy-tops-marcos-admins-climate-change-agenda/
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Marcos also raised alarm over the precarious fresh water supply situation in the country, 

especially in urban areas. 

“Many of our water supply systems date back to the 1950’s and they must already be 

rehabilitated and improved,” he said. 

He then directed Environment Secretary Ma. Antonia “Toni” Yulo-Loyzaga and Public Works 

Secretary “Manuel” Manny Bonoan “to explore possible partnerships with the private sector to 

address this critical situation.” 

“There is no question that the preservation of the environment is preservation of life. If we 

cannot mitigate climate change, all our plans for the economy will be for naught,” Marcos said. 

Marcos said environmental laws and policies must be followed when the government forges 

partnership with the private sector. 

“Companies who exploit our natural resources must follow the law. We all have the 

responsibility to preserve the Earth, for we are but custodians, and we will pass this treasure 

on to future generations,” he said. 

Marcos, in his inaugural speech delivered on June 30, mentioned plastic pollution and climate 

change as among critical issues his administration will address. 

Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno earlier said Marcos will continue pursuing a whole-of-

nation approach in mitigating climate risks. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/25/renewable-energy-tops-marcos-admins-climate-

change-agenda/?fbclid=IwAR3V2WP8R_G319V_JztBtGcXil-

S5nwIh2wYZQzKddMlKRDYTcbCOrxKf2I  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UefDuv5jC3o  
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MBG6 underscores hazard maps on disaster 

preparedness 
Published on: July 25, 2022 
By Franz Remar Garion 

ILOILO CITY (PIA) -- The Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) 6 highlighted the significance 

of geological hazard maps to disaster preparedness measures of local government units 

(LGUs) and the public. 

In a recent online Kapihan program, MGB 6 Geosciences Division chief Mae Y. Magarzo 

underscored that the Bureau, as an attached agency of the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR), has been mandated to conduct assessments of 

hydrometeorological hazards. 

These hazards, according to her, include rain-induced landslides and flooding. 

“We started with the National Geohazard Mapping Program way back in 2005 and continued 

up to the present,” she noted. 

Magarzo added that from 2005 to 2010, they conducted 1:50,000 scale geohazard mapping for 

landslide and flood susceptibility across the country. It was then followed by the conduct of a 

detailed geohazard assessment and mapping from 2011 to 2014. 

With this, all the 133 cities and municipalities in Western Visayas were assessed and mapped 

and were the recipient of the 1:10,000 scale geohazard maps for landslide and flood 

susceptibility. 

“Right now, we started with the updating of the geohazard maps of all the municipalities and 

cities covered by the region. We started it with the vulnerability risk assessment (VRA) of three 

elements. So, we are producing the risk exposure maps for population, build-up areas, and 

road networks,” said Magarzo. 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-natural-park-trails-open
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-natural-park-trails-open
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According to her, there are five towns targeted to be accomplished for VRA this year. These 

include San Joaquin in Iloilo and Buenavista, Sibunag, San Lorenzo and Nueva Valencia in 

Guimaras. 

Apart from VRA, MGB 6 is also conducting the Karst Subsidence Hazard Assessment (KSHA) 

which maps and promotes awareness of the various sinkholes, and the Coastal Geohazard 

Mapping and Assessment (CGMA) which aims to identify potential geohazards affecting 

coastal areas in the region. 

Under the KSHA, they target to cover the town of Dingle in Iloilo province, while the CGMA 

covers the eight municipalities from Guimbal, Iloilo to San Jose de Buenavista, Antique. 

Meanwhile, Magarzo stressed that "the  

purpose of the geohazard mapping and assessment is to serve as a tool for LGUs in the crafting 

of their respective Comprehensive Land Use Plans and Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Plans.” 

These will be the guide of the local authorities to determine areas prone to certain hazards for 

preparedness measures and will give them the direction as to where their developmental plans 

shall be put up. 

As a reminder, she advised the LGUs to make use of and consult these geohazard maps, 

especially this season when hydrometeorological hazards are being anticipated. 

(JBG/FRG/PIA6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/25/mbg6-underscores-hazard-maps-on-disaster-

preparedness  
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Mahigpit ang gagawing pagbabantay ng Bulacan Environment and Natural Resources laban sa mga iligal na pagmimina ng lupa 

at pagpuputol ng puno. (BENRO File photo) 

Illegal quarrying, logging mahigpit na 
babantayan ng BENRO 
Published on: July 25, 2022 
By Vinson Concepcion 

LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS (PIA) – Mahigpit ang gagawing pagbabantay ng Bulacan 

Environment and Natural Resources o BENRO laban sa mga iligal na pagmimina ng lupa at 

pagpuputol ng puno. 

  

Ito’y matapos naglatag ang nasabing tanggapan ng siyam na checkpoint upang tiyakin na ang 

mga nagbyabyahe ng quarry materials ay mula sa mga lugar na may permiso o permit lamang. 

  

Ayon kay BENRO Head Julius Victor Degala, paiigtingin nila ang pagbabantay sa mga illegal 

na nagmimina at nagtrotroso upang protektahan ang kapaligiran ng buong lalawigan. 

  

Bilang karagdagan, bumuo rin ang kanilang tanggapan ng roving team na magbabantay sa 

mga checkpoint bukod pa sa regular na alas otso ng umaga hanggang alas singko ng hapon. 

  

Nilinaw naman ni Gobernador Daniel Fernando na mataas ang pangangailangan 

sa quarrying at nagbibigay ito ng hanapbuhay sa mga Bulakenyo ngunit kailangan itong 

kontrolin at mahigpit na bantayan.  

  

Aniya, ang regulated at permitted quarrying ay namomonitor kung kaya hindi tahasang nasisira 

ang kapaligiran dahil dito. 

  

Ang illegal quarrying ang kalaban at ‘yun ang patuloy na binabantayan at nilalabanan 

  

Sa ilalim ng termino ni Fernando, nakapag-monitor at nakapag-patrolya na ang BENRO ng 

may 468 ulat laban sa illegal logging. 

  

Nakapagbantay at nakapag-imbestiga dito ito sa 181 quarries at mining concerns; nakapagsuri 

sa 35,494 sasakyan kaugnay sa kanilang accreditation stickers; at nakapagkolekta ng 128,551 

piraso ng delivery receipts at transport slips. (CLJD/VFC-PIA 3) 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/25/illegal-quarrying-logging-mahigpit-na-babantayan-

ng-benro  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/25/illegal-quarrying-logging-mahigpit-na-babantayan-ng-benro
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/25/illegal-quarrying-logging-mahigpit-na-babantayan-ng-benro
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Bulacan gov’t intensifies measures vs. illegal 

quarrying, logging 
Published July 25, 2022, 2:08 PM 
by Freddie Velez 

To further protect the environment from illegal quarrying operations and illegal loggers, the 

Provincial Government of Bulacan headed by Governor Daniel R. Fernando, through the 

Bulacan Environment and Natural Resources Office (BENRO), established a total of nine 

checkpoints all over the province starting Monday, July 25, to stop the transport of quarrying 

materials and hot logs. 

 
Bulacan Provincial Capitol (Freddie Velez) 

According to BENRO head Attorney Julius Victor De Gala, the checkpoints will make sure that 

quarrying and timber materials will only be sourced and transported from legitimate sources. 

De Gala said a roving team was created to watch the checkpoints outside the regular 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m. hours of operations. 

Fernando admitted that quarrying is in high demand and provides jobs for the Bulakenyos but 

unregulated quarrying has led to the destruction of the environment. 

“Ang illegal quarrying po ang kalaban at ‘yun ang patuloy nating binabantayan at nilalabanan,” 

(Illegal quarrying is the culprit here so we need to continue to monitor and fight it),” the governor 

said. 

Since 2019, BENRO had monitored 468 illegal logging reports and investigated 181 quarrying 

and mining concerns. It also checked 35,494 vehicles for accreditation stickers and collected 

128,551 pieces of delivery receipts and transport slips. 

De Gala added that despite the lockdowns and the rise in the prices of petroleum products, the 

collection of fines from trucks remains and these fines go straight to the Capitol after the 

issuance of Official Receipts from the Provincial Treasurer’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/bulacan-govt-intensifies-measures-vs-illegal-quarrying-

logging/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/freddie-velez
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/bulacan-govt-intensifies-measures-vs-illegal-quarrying-logging/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/25/bulacan-govt-intensifies-measures-vs-illegal-quarrying-logging/
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Eco-trail in Victorias City gets P1.2M in aid 

 
NEGROS. Negros Occidental Governor Eugenio Jose Lacson leads the turnover of financial assistance amounting to P1.2 

million to Barangay VI-A Mangrove Eco-Trail in Zone III Pasil, Victorias City Monday, July 25. (Contributed photo) 

July 25, 2022 

THE Provincial Government of Negros Occidental has turned over financial assistance 

amounting to P1.2 million to Barangay VI-A Mangrove Eco-Trail in Zone III Pasil, Victorias City. 

 

Governor Eugenio Jose Lacson led the activity Monday, July 25, 2022. 

 

The project, which is under the Coastal Wetlands Rehabilitation and Conservation Program of 

the province, included the construction of a mangrove training center and mangrove boardwalk, 

that will provide livelihood assistance to project beneficiaries as well as to the members of Pasil 

Fisherfolks Association. 

 

Punong Barangay Anna Mae Claro said that P800,000 will be allocated for the multipurpose 

hall while the remaining P400,000 is for the Mangrove Boardwalk. 

 

It will also ensure the continuation of seedling production and maintenance of the Provincial 

Mangrove Nursery, as well as strengthen Information, Education, Communication activities at 

the Mangrove Training Center. 

Provincial Environment Management Office Head lawyer Julie Ann Bedrio and other local 

officials were also present at the activity. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935956/bacolod/business/eco-trail-in-victorias-

city-gets-p12m-in-aid  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935956/bacolod/business/eco-trail-in-victorias-city-gets-p12m-in-aid
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3 Northern Negros Natural Park trails open 

 
NEGROS. Effective August 1, the Office of the Protected Area Superintendent of the Northern Negros Natural Park 

(NNNP) will open three official trails for trekking activities. (File photo) 

T E R E S A  D .  E L L E R A  

July 24, 2022 

THE Office of the Protected Area Superintendent of the Northern Negros Natural Park (NNNP) 

opened three official trails. 

 

These trails are in Barangay Patag in Silay City, Sitio Campuestuhan in Talisay City and 

Canlandog in Murcia town, effective August 1. 

Engr. Joan Nathaniel Gerangaya, officer-in-charge of the provincial environment and natural 

resources officer, said they already laid down guidelines in the processing of mountaineering 

permits for major trekking activities within the NNNP. 

 

But the trekking will only be allowed on the three trails at a weekly interval. 

 

A P300 mountaineering fee will be charged for locals while P500 will be charged for foreigners, 

he said, adding that a group ratio of 15 climbers and 30 climbers is allowed. 

For every five climbers, a tour guide and a porter are required with fees of P750 each for their 

services. 

 

The NNNP management also strictly implements a "no orientation, no climb policy" and is 

available both virtual and face-to-face. 

 

A zero-waste commitment is mandatory for all climbers who wish to conduct mountaineering 

activities inside the NNNP. 

 

To minimize and avoid local transmission of coronavirus disease (Covid-19), trekkers, porters 

and guides must practice at all times proper health precautionary measures including social 

distancing, hand sanitation and wearing of face masks. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-

natural-park-trails-open  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/236/teresa-d-ellera
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-natural-park-trails-open
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935891/bacolod/local-news/3-northern-negros-natural-park-trails-open
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2nd Marine Brigade launched advocacy bike, 

clean-up drive 

 
ZAMBOANGA. The 2nd Marine in collaboration with the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (Caap)-Tawi-Tawi 

and Sanga-Sanga and Tubig Bassag village officials embark on Advocacy Bike and Clean–up Drive dubbed "Bike for a 

Clean and Safe Runway” at the Sanga-Sanga Airport. A photo handout shows Marine troops picking up trash while on 

brisk walks and biking at the airport of Sanga-Sanga in Bongao, Tawi-Tawi. (SunStar Zamboanga) 
July 24, 2022 

THE Officers and men of the Joint Task Force Tawi-Tawi and 2nd Marine in collaboration with 

the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (Caap)-Tawi-Tawi and Sanga-Sanga and Tubig 

Bassag village officials embarked on environmental advocacies geared toward maintaining a 

clean and safe environment. 

 

Together with partner agencies, they initiated the conduct of the Advocacy Bike and Clean–up 

Drive dubbed "Bike for a Clean and Safe Runway” at the Sanga-Sanga Airport (SSA). 

 

Brigadier General Romeo Racadio, commander of the 2nd Marine Brigade, said the activity is 

part of the unit's line of operations focusing on Civil-Military Operations (CMO) to promote good 

environmental management and good information. 

 

Racadio said the activity aims to ensure a clean and safe environment for airport operations. 

 

Racadio said the activity specifically focuses on mitigating the potential presence of Runway 

Foreign Object Debris (FOD) that can get to the runway and taxiway due to a still incomplete 

airport fence. 

He said the FOD poses the greatest potential to cause damage to airplanes during take-off and 

landing, much like the danger caused by bird strikes. 

 

“Proper waste disposal should be the concern and responsibility of everyone. This will help 

preserve the cleanliness in our respective areas and portrays the discipline of the people living 

in it. Similarly, the activity promotes a healthy and safe environment for everyone to live in,” 

Racadio said. 

 

“Additionally, the unit's participation in this action demonstrates our care for maintaining 

cleanliness and disseminating the government's clean and green program to promote the 

province's beautiful image as one of the country's tourism destinations in the southwestern 

region,” he added. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935887/zamboanga/local-news/2nd-marine-

brigade-launched-advocacy-bike-clean-up-drive  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935887/zamboanga/local-news/2nd-marine-brigade-launched-advocacy-bike-clean-up-drive
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Greece, California battle fierce wildfires amid 
heatwaves 
Agence France-Presse July 25, 2022 | 8:57am 

 
Smoke ascends over the village of Vrisa, in the southern part of the Greek island of Lesbos, as the wildfire burn 
near tourist resorts for the second day, forcing vunerable residents to flee on July 24, 2022. Greece on July24, 
2022, battled three wildfires across the country which forced hundreds to evacuate, as soaring temperatures 

raised fears of more blazes. 
AFP/Anthi Pazianou 

 

ATHENS, Greece — Greece on Sunday battled four major wildfires that have forced hundreds 

to evacuate, as soaring temperatures there and in Spain raised fears of more blazes. 

The United States meanwhile sweltered in scorching heat set to exceed already record-setting 

temperatures, worsening an out-of-control wildfire in central California. 

Scientists say human-induced climate change is amplifying extreme weather—including the 

heatwaves, droughts and floods seen in several parts of the planet in recent weeks—and say 

these events will become more frequent and more intense. 

The international community has agreed that climate change poses an existential threat to 

human systems and the natural world.  

Earth's average temperature has warmed just over 1.1 degrees Celsius (34 degrees 

Fahrenheit) since the industrial era and the United Nations says it is currently on track to warm 

some 2.7C this century. 

Greece is in the grip of a heatwave that began on Saturday and is expected to last 10 days. 

Temperatures were set to rise to 42C in some regions. 

Fires raged in the north, east and south of the country, including on the tourist island of Lesbos, 

where around 200 people were ordered to leave the village of Vryssa on Sunday to escape the 

flames. 

Danger to people and wildlife  

Elderly women left the village carrying a few possessions in plastic bags, as thick smoke 

engulfed the first houses. 

On Saturday residents and tourists were told to leave the island's beach village of Vatera. 

In the northeastern region of Evros, hundreds of firefighters battled a wildfire that has been 

ablaze for four days in Dadia National Park, known for its black vulture colony. 

Evros governor Dimitris Petrovits told Athens News Agency the authorities were doing all they 

could to protect locals and treat injured wildlife. 

In the south, a fire in the Peloponnese caused the evacuation of three villages and a 
children's summer camp, while on the island of Crete a fire was raging inside a ravine. 
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In the south, a fire in the Peloponnese caused the evacuation of three villages and a children's 

summer camp, while on the island of Crete a fire was raging inside a ravine. 

In Spain, a heatwave that has persisted for two weeks was expected to produce record-high 

temperatures of 45C in the southern region of Cordoba. 

This part of Andalucia registered Spain's highest-ever temperature—47.7C—only last year. 

The national weather office said the relentless heatwave since July 9 and the lack of rain since 

the start of the year across the Iberian Peninsula meant there was an "extreme" risk of fires. 

In all, fires in France, Spain and Portugal have already burned more land so far this year than 

was destroyed by flames in all of 2021. The area—some 517,881 hectares (1.28 million 

acres)—is equivalent to the size of Trinidad and Tobago.  

The World Health Organization said on Friday Europe's heatwave had led to "more than 1,700 

needless deaths... in Spain and Portugal alone". 

Wasting energy is 'absurd'  

In the United States, where President Joe Biden warned this week that climate change 

represented a "clear and present danger", tinderbox conditions in California sparked a fire on 

Friday near the Yosemite National Park and its giant sequoia trees. 

The fire—described as "explosive" by officials—spread from 250 to 4,800 hectares within 24 

hours and had consumed more than 5,750 hectares by early Sunday, the California Department 

of Forestry and Fire Protection said.  

Evidence of global warming could be seen elsewhere in the country, where 85 million people 

in more than a dozen states were under a weekend heat advisory. 

A heat emergency was in effect for cities up and down the northeast coast, from Boston to 

Philadelphia to Washington. 

In France, the government announced on Sunday it was bringing in rules to curb energy 

wastage, which adds needlessly to the greenhouse gas emissions that fuel climate change. 

Shops will be ordered to keep their doors closed when their air-conditioning or heating is on or 

risk a fine, energy transition minister Agnes Pannier-Runacher told RMC radio. 

Leaving the doors open when the air conditioning is on leads to "20 percent more consumption 

and ... it's absurd," she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/07/25/2197839/greece-california-battle-fierce-wildfires-amid-heatwaves  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197839/greece-california-battle-fierce-wildfires-amid-heatwaves
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/25/2197839/greece-california-battle-fierce-wildfires-amid-heatwaves
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtF9h_JnpM0  
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Over 19,000 COVID-19 infections in past 
week 
Rhodina Villanueva - The Philippine Star July 26, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
People enter a polling station before casting their votes during the presidential election in Manila on May 9, 

2022. 
AFP / Chaideer Mahyuddin 

 

MANILA, Philippines — A total of 19,536 new infections were recorded in the country this past 

week, the Department of Health (DOH) reported yesterday. 

The latest COVID-19 bulletin issued by the DOH likewise showed that from July 18 to 24, there 

were 56 new patients in severe and critical condition and 42 deaths from COVID-19 were 

verified. 

Meanwhile, the daily average number of new COVID-19 infections is 2,791. This is 33 percent 

higher than those recorded from July 11 to 17. 

Last Sunday, the health department recorded 666 severe and critical COVID-19 patients who 

sought admission in hospitals. This number is 8.7 percent of the total COVID-19 admissions in 

the country. 

Out of the 2,664 ICU beds intended for COVID-19 patients, 578 (21.7 percent) were occupied 

while 26.0 percent or 5,804 of 22,331 non-ICU COVID-19 beds are being used. 

The DOH also reported that as of July 17, more than 71 million individuals or 91.61 percent of 

the target population have been vaccinated against COVID-19 after an additional 223,507 

individuals were added from July 18 to 24. 

Meanwhile, 15.9 million individuals have received their booster shots. These included the 

341,718 individuals boosted last week. 

The health department said 6.7 million senior citizens or 77.87 percent of the target A2 

population were able to receive their primary vaccine series. 

In an interview with reporters, DOH officer-in-charge Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire 

said the National Capital Region (NCR) can be classified as being at “moderate” risk if the basis 

to be used is only the average daily attack rate (ADAR). 

“Because of the continuing increase in the number of cases, the NCR is now at moderate risk 

case classification. We are at moderate risk… because the average daily attack rate is at 6.25,” 

said Vergeire. 

However, she noted that it cannot be considered fully as being at “moderate” risk classification 

when the health care utilization rate or HCUR will be considered. 

“The health care utilization rate is at less than 50 percent. That means that when we 
cross tabulate using the new metrics system, NCR is still at low risk,” said Vergeire. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
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 “The health care utilization rate is at less than 50 percent. That means that when we cross 

tabulate using the new metrics system, NCR is still at low risk,” said Vergeire. 

Earlier, the DOH said the country’s alert level system will be indicated solely by the ADAR and 

HCUR. This was after the government removed the two-week case growth rate as among the 

indicators used by the DOH. 

OCTA Research Group affirmed yesterday the NCR was at moderate risk for COVID-19 as it 

registered an average daily attack rate of 7.17 per 100,000 individuals,. 

OCTA fellow Guido David said NCR recorded a 14.1 percent COVID-19 positivity rate. 

For July 18 to 24, NCR had an average of 1,033 new cases per day for an ADAR of 7.17 per 

100,000 individuals that is 25 percent higher compared to the 7-day average of 829 from July 

11 to 17 (equivalent to an ADAR of 5.75). 

“Overall, the NCR was at moderate risk. With a flat growth rate, it is not clear at this time when 

the peak in cases in the NCR will occur,” David said during the Laging Handa briefing. 

In a tweet, David said “NCR is at moderate risk based on the metrics we use, but the bright 

spot is that HCUR remains below 50 percent.” 

HCUR remained at 33.1 percent. 

NCR’s one-week growth rate, he said, was at 25 percent while reproduction number was 1.38. 

“The one-week growth rate in the NCR has remained relatively flat over three weeks. This 

means that while cases continue to rise, the rate of increase is moderate,” David tweeted. 

David noted that the country may record 4,000 new cases per day by next week, but cautioned 

these were just projections and that the surge was not exponential and thus not alarming. – Pia 

Lee-Brago 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/26/2198024/over-19000-covid-19-

infections-past-week  

 
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Paghaba ng Omicron subvariants wave, 
ikinabahala 
Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa July 26, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Nabahala ang OCTA Research Group sa paghaba ng wave na dulot 

ng mga subvariants ng Omicron makaraang manatili ang antas ng reproduction number at 

growth rate ng COVID-19 ngayong linggo katulad ng numero ng nakaraang linggo. 

Ayon kay OCTA fellow Dr. Guido David na nananatili sa 25% ang “one-week growth rate” ng 

COVID-29 sa National Capital Region. Napanatili rin naman ang reproduction number sa 1.38 

katulad ng nakaraang linggo. Ang reproduction number ang numero ng tao na nahahawa ng 

isang kaso. Kapag umabot sa 1 ang reproduction number, nangangahulugan na bumababa na 

ang mga kaso. 

Nanatili rin naman ang positivity rate sa NCR sa 14%. Ito ang porsyento ng mga tao na 

nagpopositibo mula sa kabuuang bilang ng mga sumailalim sa Covid test. 
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