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Group berates DENR's 'dilly-dallying'
in ha ting land reclamation projects

HE Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
MamamalakayangPilipinas(Pamalakaya)
on Tuesday slammed the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources' (DENR)

supposed "dilly-dallying" in deciding over the
issue of land reclamation in Manila Bay;

The DENR is currently holding a Multi-

StakeholderForumonReclamationtogetinputs

from various stakeholders. The latest of such
forum was held on Monday with international

expertssharingtheirknowledgeandtheirown
country's experiences on land reclamation.

"Manila Bay is dying; the fishing families
that rely on it are starving. Why would
environmentsecretary (Antonia)Yulo-Loyzaga
take her sweet tirne in making a verdict

against destructive reclamation projects that
are already ravaging marine ecosystems and

, fishing communities?" Ronnel Arambuio, the
group's vice chairperson said in a statement

Arambuio Was reacting to the statement

of the DENR that it has tapped marine experts
and scientists to determine the potential
environmental’impacts of reclamation in
Manila Bay.

Thegrouphasdemandedtostopallongoing
reclamation projects in Manila Bay and instead
wants the agency mandated to manage the

country's environment and natural resources
to reforest Manila Bay's coastal waters with
mangroves to boost natural protection against
natural calamities like tsunamis, sea level rise
and super typhoons.

"Ithas been long proven by many scientists
and experts that reclamation is a disasterto the
rnarineenvironmentandfishingcommunities.
It was no less than the National Fisheries
Research and Development Institute (NFRDI)
itself that found that the northern and eastern
parts of Manila Bay, which includes Cavite
Metro Manila, and Bulacan, are known to have
high biomass of fish eggs and larvae. These
coastal ecosystems are threatened because of
ongoing reclamation and dredging activities"
Arambuio said. '

Moreover, Arambuio said the scientist
group Advocates of Science and technoloqv ‘
for the People (AGHAM) has been expression
interest m working with the DENR for sciencp
andevidence-basedalternatlvestoallonqoina
reclamation projects. ^ ^

"These studies and efforts made L
science sector are more than enough basis';
rte DENR to unequivocally reject reclamatl
before It's too late,"Arambuio

T
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ion ■
said.

Jonathan L. Mayu9a
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Manila Water NRW

remains low

"Despite the reduced allocation has comnletpH
due to the declining water level in augmenting its waterT^ Projects in

Razon-led Manila Water Com- Angat Dam and with the onset of El Nino. ®'^PPly durii
nanv Inc. managed to keep its non- El Nino, our current projections still Since 2019 the wai
revenue water (NRW) average at confirm that our water augmentation sionaire has embarked

35 percent for the first half of the projects, coupled with our low NRW ^ struction and oneraHe n
vear allowing it to sustain 24/7 sup- can bridge this deficit and help us auxiliary water
Ite to its customers in the east zone, supply umnterrupted water supply Angat Dam allocation *

is defined as water that is to our customers, Manila Water At present Mimna M7 i
hilled and is lost tlirough leaks corporate communications group Cardona water tile

- director Jeric Sevilla said. linmillirm ^inent plaiit win,

Manila Water said it has been erservoir rain r
maintaining its NRW average below backwash mcovere1,r*
14 percent by implementing vigorous ments plants 3o^rT'“!f
maintenance checks, replacement, wells than ca dee^

first half average NRW is way erhabilitation, er^ New and

the 25 percent standard set by than 5 300-kilometer distribution will come from Waw, n i ”tiPplv
World Bank and remains one of network. . supply project phasD i '^ater
mwest in Asia, putting it at par To eliminate or reduce illegal con- (scalable to 80 MLD) ^Lt)

I* first-world countries such as nections that are r^pantm informal table treatment plani Por-
T olii Germany, England and Wales, settlements, Manila Water launclied and Eastbay wato
J^'P/singapore. ^ its Hagship program, Tubig Para Sa phase 1 with 50 Plant
^ ManL Water said keeping the Barangay or Water for the Commu- Evenwitliaugmentatio
^rW level at this rate along with the ,P™g''“' ^ place, Manillwater
●^Houswateraugmentahonprojects ^ completed al- call for responsible use i

rG it to provide continuous and most 900 projects benefittmg nearly “Water is not an f ^ater.
aH^^„rrupted water service despite two million people from urban poor source and must be

water allocation from commumties. and responsiblv Ti.
the red i^^h is now at48 cubic Aside from keeping the NRW save is now

^-cond. level in check, Manila Water also Remember thTlLb^f ^
^ ^^Pensi

By DANESSA RIVERA

■‘g
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and illegal connections.
Manila Water said that for every

liter of water it produces, only less
than 1*^0 ml-or less than half a cup-
is lost

Its

below

the
the
vvi

Its
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water is when you have no water at cies involved in water, Fernand
all," Sevilla said. said the water concessionaires

Meanwhile, Maynilad Water Ser- has the WRMO to help i
vices Inc. said it is optimistic that it concerns prioritized,
can facilitate the implementation of Fernandez said water cone
its capital expenditure (capex) pro)- sionaires are often the ones who h
ects that are essential to enhancing to give way to road or rail pro!
service reliability, including those - rather than the other wav^n,
that wiU help to mitigate the effects - eveh if doing so will involve
of El Nino. 1 j 1- ■. f^^^'Sument of existing undergrou..j

The company vows to de iver its infrastructure and disrupt watS^'''i
pl63 billion water and wastewater vice for customers ^
capex projects from 2023 to 2027. "^Ve are very happy that we n

Part of this spending is P16.5 bil- have an ally in WRMO " h<-
lion, which will be allocated to bring Last April, President M

[lown the firm's water losses to 25 signed Executive Order

percentby2027assetby WorldBank. creating the WRMO to manaeji^
if-fie water company ended 2022 with Philippines' water resources

3 MRW level of 43 percent from 68 erspond to the current environ

percent in 2()06. j <^^^l^enges through inte ^
Maymlad president and CEO government efforts

Rarnoncito Fernandez said the wa-
sector now has "a valuable ally"

ez

now

getting
in

grat

Under EO 22, all water-relat

in furthering its goal of improving DENR,'^aiTong*’which arelhe j!'’®
water services through the Water Re- tional Water Resources Board\^®'
source Management Office (WRMO) ropolitan Waterworks and

of the Departaent of Environment age System, Local Water

and Namral Resources (DENR). Administra4on and the ne^'^^
Besides promoting synergies ocal water districts, and the Lal^ -

among the various government agen- Lake Development Authority.

ter
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Manila Water: Stable water

supply due to NRW drive
ESPITEthecutinwateralloca-

tioncomingfromAngatDam,
Manila Water said it is able to

sustainaround-the-clockwatersupply
to its 7.6 million customers in the East
Zone due to its “successful campaign”

plug pipe leaks and detect illegal wa
ter connections over the years.

In a statement, Manila Water said

maintaining its non-revenue water

(NRW) low is a major factor in sus
taining water supply to its customers
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The water company has been
maintaining its NRW average below
14 percent by'implementing vigorous
maintenance checks, replacement,
rehabilitation, and repairs in its more
than 5300-km distribution network.

“Keeping the NRWlevel at this rate

along with the various water augmen
tation projects aid Manila Water in se

curing continuous and uninterrupted
water servicedespitethereduced water

allocation frorn Angat Dam which is

now at 48 cubic meters per second,”
Manila Water said in a statement.

NRW is defined as water that is not

billed and is lost through leaks and

illegal connections. For every liter of
water that Manila Water produces
only less than 140 ml (less than half a
cup) is lost, according to the'eompany.

The World Bank standard is set at
25 percent or lower. Manila Water said
its less than 14 percent NRW average
which is one of the lowest in Asia

them on aparwith firs t-wo rid countri

D

to

puts

-Ties,

such as Japan, Germany, England and
Wales, and Singapore. JonathanL Mayuga
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UNHRC adopts PH
climate resolution

BY BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
importanttopicwiihinthecontext the climate w.r.m
ofiheHRC, and we look forward "No other^ i u
to us presentation during the fifty. adverseIy afFea?Th^'‘
seventh session of the Council human irghts
next year,” he added. ^ ^
The resolution raised the need

for all countries to adopt inter
ventions that benefit the

vulnerable, facilitate safe and

’^HE United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) unanimously adopted a
Philippine-Ied resolution calling for scaled-

up action against climate change, the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said.
The UNHRC adopted "by con- reta introduced the resolution

sensus" on luly 12 the resolution on human rights and climate
calling for the urgent creation of drange tabled by the Philippines,

fund to assist developing together with Bangladesh and
countries in addressing climate Vietnam, prior to its adoption
change "loss and damage," the by the Human Rights Council in

I dFA said on Tuesday. its 53rd session, held on July 12
The resolution was in relation in Geneva, Switzerland,

to the landmark dedsion adopted
at the 27th Conference of the Par- Coundl's unanimous adoption of
lies (COP27) to the United Na- this resolution that mandates the

; tions Framework Convention on UN Seaetary-General to condua a
' Climate Change, held in Egypt in study on the human rights impacts

■ November 2022. of loss and damage, exploring
! DFA Undersecretary for Multi- equity-based approaches to ad-

latera! Affairs and International dressing the same," Sorreta said.
Economic Relations Carlos Sor-

nge

-enjoyment of

disproportionaSfrandLae
diange, Sorreta said prior to the
adoption of the resolutio

laul '■^solution, si
voluntary movement, minimize aim^pH consistently
forced movement, and address plexnexiK
human irghts protection gaps to and climate
reduce the irsk of trafficking and mnti-m change m order tn

exploitation of people on the on thp^JT
move, especiallywomen and girls, humane and
dae DFA said. ->o.ions, 'he ^itnate

It also recognizes the role The DFA said rh
of women and the importance called for deeo and
of safe and meaningful civil greenhouse ea^ i
society participation in policy asscaled-upLan?Jt^"'°'''
and decision-making processes to effectively addre 1°"
on climate change and calls on impacts n/e aa
States and businesses to uphold onset climate eventrinl'd'^^'^’
their corporate responsibility livelihoods
to respect human rights in the the enjoyi^ent of
context of the environment and especSrd , "^hts,

especially m developing countries.

I so

so

n.
most

since its

a new

The Philippines welcomes the

m

as Well

measures
the adverse

This is the first study on this
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DA exec pushes closer cooperation
in management of water resources

HE Department of Agriculture
(DA) sought for closer cooperation

among Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) member-countries in
the implementation of effective measures

to improve water resources management.
During the FAO Conference in Rome

recently, DA Undersecretary Mercedita
Sombilla emphasized the critical impor- .

tance of implementing water-related
measures efficiently and harmoniously at
the national level.

T
irrigationfacilitiesanddamstooptimizewater

delivery and minimize wastage, constructing
flood control and sea wall structures in

flood-prone areas, and establishing newly
water-impoundingfacilitiesin highland areas
to capture rainfall,"she said.

These measures are decisive responses
to the intensifying impact of climate
change, Sombilia added.

The Philippines is also now investing in
climate-resilientwaterinfrastructures,siichas
solar-powered irrigation systems, promoting '

She highlighted the significant step ' domestic water and recycling schemes
takenbythePhilippinesthrough the creation

■ of the Water Resources Managernent Office

(WRMO)via Executive Order (EO) 22, signed
by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in April.

The WRMO will act as a regulatory

at

the household and community level to
promote water conservation and advocating
nature-based solutions like reforestation and
expansion of mangrove areas, use of organic/
bio-fertilizeras well as the adoption of water
saving and climate resilient agriculture
practices and technologies, such as the
adjustment of planting calendars, use of
alternate wetting and drying, better
nutrient management,"she added.

Furthermore, Sombilla underscored
the importance of strengthening the
capacity of nations through bilateral
cooperation with member countries and
tapping the expertise of the private sector
to achieve efficient and effective water
resource managementand infrastructure

"By working together and supporting
each othertoachievethe needed integrated
management and efficient use ofourwat
resources, under the able guidance and
leadership of the Food and Agriculture
Organization, is a major step towards
our achieving the shared objective of a

resilient agrifood system," the DA official
said.ffofldeeS.Sflt/so

body to protect water resources, ensure

their efficient use, and guarantee their

availability for all economic sectors.

"This timely move by the government,

iscrucialin securing the country's water
resources for future generations,"
Sombilla said.

The DA official also highlighted the

proactive steps being undertaken by the
country to ensure preparedness for the

potential worsening impacts of El Nino.
"One of these strategies involves

cloud seeding operations to improve

water irrigation and other water-

impounding facilities, rivers and creeks
and groundwater deposits, especially in

production areas, critical watersheds and
reservoirs,"Sombilla added.

"Long-term mitigating measures are also

in place to respond to water issues in the
country. These solutions involve upgrading

crop

er
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Measures to address the effects of El Nmo
^ ^ the directive of elioSingsonwiUalsoassistthegov- Marcos pointed out. mltural use, the President said the
acting on the airective ^^^^j„addj^ing*eproblem. "Becausewehaveenoughsurface NauonallmgauonAdministration
President Ferdinand Marco I . the President, Sing- water. It's just a question of pro- [NIA) has a design for existing
the Water a water management expert, tecting it. We are designing now a dams to ensure continuous suppl^
nrent Office the government in com- system ofcatchmentbasinsnoto nly_ The President also said the hot
ns recommendatior^s to aaor ; ;th a contingency plan for for flood control. The original plan and humid weather being felt tm
the effects of the bl Nino p and in aafting an overall wasonlyforfloodcontrol.Butnow, dayisnotyettheonsetofElNiflo

created under EO plan for the Philippines. wehavesaidwehaveto .toflood Tire President said previously thai
The WRMO, createn unu p country has to convert its control always now includes imga- the government was Relying on i

22, is“n‘‘"'*!°"P"T„“ources water usage from ground water tion and sometimes even power, if newly-aeated Office of Water Manl
thronment and Nawtai^ Public or wells and aquifers to trans- we can do it," Marcos said. agement in addressing the intpaa

■ 'dSra^se™tatyRog- fer extraction to surface water, Intermsofwatersupplyforagn- of a prolonged dry spell or El Nino
The

.Wor
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Worrisome weather
lie past two weeks have been
botli punishing and confusing and pointed out
for the residents of Metro Ma

nila and its surrounding prov-

teniporary

that the pro

grammed inter-
inces. The hardship has been caused by ruption may

sume when the

abundant inflow

rc-

THEVIEW

FROM RIZAl
tiie erratic and sudden changes in the
weather. The changes ace so drastic
that we could hardly tell if reports of an of water into
extended and cruel El Nino are true or
not, and wliether or not there really is
a shortage in the water supply.

Barely two weeks ago, the Paris-
based World Meteorological Organi
zation (WMO) repotted that Mother
Earth just recorded the hottest week

record, July 3 to be exact was the
hottest day in the earth’s liistory, ac
cording to the US National Center for he pointed out.
environmental prediction, echoing the What worries the international
earlierfindingsoftheWMO.TheUnitcd community most is the impact of
Nations likewise made an official dec- worrisome wentlier conditions on our
laration to that effect.

We never imagined tliat such a re
cord would be set during our lifetime.

The scorcliing lieat has been expe
rienced in various parts of Europe
well as in America wliicli saw wildfires ballooning population,
gutting down houses in parts of dry Forcountrieslikeours.thesitu alion
and arid California. Canada has not becomes even more worrisome since
been spared from these wildfires trig- water is a resource shared by many
gered and stoked by record-brealdng sectors; residences, industries, farms,
temperatures. and the power generation sector. Wlien '

When the reportof the hottest week the water supply is tight, government 1
record was announced, the country agencies are forced to reallocate the |

j'tjeif was reeling under extreme heat supplyofwatertothesectort hatneeds |
and humidity. Even prior to tlie an- it most, sacrificing the needs of other
nouncement, various parts o( Luzon sectors in the process,
liad already been recording tlieir own
respective record lieat indexes. rn^ <-^«rf/lina /iCClt /lOq

During that time, we felt like we iCUfLfjmy iicui iiub
were still at the peak of summer in the QXPCriCtlCCCl ill
midst of July.

The advent of the extreme heat vOriOUS DOrtS OJ EWOpe,
indexes was made even more wor- u ●
risome by an announcement by East QS W€ll QS 111 AlTlGJ'ICfl
Zone water distribution concessionaire . -jj/-
Maynilad. Us customers were told that WnlCil SOW WliuJir'CS
there would be a nightly interruption hr.nc/>c
of the supply of water. According to gUlUng dOWH llOUSeS
the firm, the supply of bulk water was ● nfHrV nnrl
insufficient, making it necessary to IS 0/ ary OfJU
limit distribution. OHd CallfoJ'Hia.

This weelt, we got a reprieve botli J
from the severe lieat and the sliortage
of water supply. We are encouraged by tile fact that

Monsoon rains, triggered in part the President publicly acluiowledged

by the exit of Tropical Storm Dodong, the water crisis in March of this year
in torrents, flooding many parts when he said some n million Filipino

of Metro Manila and Central and Soutli- families ladt access to clean water, par-
Luzon, bringing traffic at the South ' ticulariy during the dry season.

Luzon Expressway to a standstill, and We have faith that the President
triggering the f low of lahar along a river would consider the growing clamor for
in Pampanga. The latter may have in- the creation of a Department of Water
flicted some damage on a bridge along whicli will hamonizo the programs and |
the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway policies of the national government and

(SCTEX), causing its closure and add- hasten the completion of projects do
ing woes to motorists bound for and signed to bring in new sources of clean

from tlie western part of Luzon, water. We laud the President for taking
the initial step in tills direction wlien he
created the Water Resources Manage
ment Office under the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources.

However, tlie creation of an inde
pendent department exclusively fo
cused on worrying about and working
on the sufficiency and sustainability

rams, of our water supply will be. tlie better
piece of news. 1

Meanwhile, ,we aslc our readers not i
to be lulled into complacency by the I
spate of monsoon rains. Tliis may be a !
temporary relief. The worry over water j
isnotover. fnmtpolocifygov@<jm<uT.cotn.J

our

dams ceases.

The worry
over water is not exclusive to our

country. It is a global concern. Tlie WMO
director for climate services himself

said tliat the world “is an uncliarled

DR.JUliyNARES

territory.. “We expect more records
to fall as E! Nino develops further and

these impacts will extend into 2024,"
on

ecosystems and on our farms. Despite
the advent of modern agriculture tech
nologies, fresli water remains the single
most important farm input. Witliout
it, we cannot produce food to feed ouras

on

came

ern

coming . , .
The sudden, dramatic shirt in

weather conditions has become truly
worrisome.

In addition to the destruction of in-
and luiman healtli that tliefrastriicture

recent weather developments bring, we
to worry about the reliabilitycontinue , ,

and security of our supply of water.
Due to the recent monsoon

Maynilad announced that it is
porariiy suspending the nightiy i
ruption in water supply. It appears the
rains liave improved tlie inflow of water
into several dams in Central Luzon. The
finn was, however, quick to emphasize

tem-

inter-
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Kerry: Climate change
a threat to humanity

EIJING: Global
warming poses a
threat to all hu

mankind and requires
a new kind of coop
eration between China
and the United States,
Washington's climate

John Kerry told

B

envoy

Chinese officials on
Tuesday.

Kerry has called for "urgent
action" by China and the US to
tackle the tlireat of climate change

the world's two largest polluters
revive stalled diplomacy on reduc
ing planet-warming emissions.

Speaking at Beijing's Great Hall
of the People with Chinese for
eign policy chief Wang Yi, Kerry

derlined the need for "global
leadership on the issue.

His visit to China came as the
Northern Hemisphere endured
record-setting summer heat waves,
which scientists have said are be

ing exacerbated by climate change.
"Climate, as you know, is a

global issue, not a bilateral issue.
It's a threat to all of humankind,"
Kerry told Wang.

"TlTis is a matter of global lead
ership," he said, adding that the
'world "really hopes for that and

as

CONFRONTING CLIMATE United States climate envoy John Kerry (leftl
policy chief Wang Yi shake hands before their meeting at the Great Hall of the People in the "
TuesdayJuIy18,2023.AFP PHOTO Beijing

Kerry said.
In response, Wang underlined

the need "for a healthy, stable and
sustainable Sino-US relationship."

"Cooperation on climate change
is advancing under the overall cli
mate of China and tlie United Stat^,
so we need the joint support of tlie

people of China and the United
States," Wang told Kerry, who he
described as an "old friend."

Climate talks between the two

biggest greenhouse-gas emitters
came to a halt last year after Nancy
Pelosi, then speaker of the US
House of Representatives, enraged
Beijing by visiting self-ruling Tai
wan, which China considers to be

part of its territory.
Kerry, a former seaetary of state,

has enjoyed comparatively cordial
and consistent relations with

China despite Washington and
Beijing locking horns overTaiwan
and other issues.

s foreign
on

un

Kerry on Tuesday also met with Secretary of a
Chinese Premier Li Qiang, who andTreasurvSp
told the US envoy climate change _ that ^^^et Yellen
posed a "daunting challenge." US-China ties^'"^^^ ^^abilizing

"It is incumbent on China, the China
United States and indeed all eoun- peratures hit
tries in the world to strengthen (125 degree<r Pah
coordinaUon, build consensus and northwest nv^r in its
speed up actions," Li said. rprnrH f

Kerry met his Chinese coun- xin Xin ^i‘^-Iuly.
terpart Xie Zhenhua in Beijing for the ChC
on Monday, with the two men Administration
speaking for around four hours, on his verifiprt'w ° ^
state broadcaster China Central that 52 2 C
Television said.

en

set-

post

Was the
p ^ . „ , ^^^sured temnerat, ^‘Bhest
Both countries must take ur- gional station in ^ a re¬

gent action on a number of fronts, that I have evpr ? ’^'^untrv
especially the challenges of coal The US has
and methane pollution," Kerry his trip, would nrel during
wrote in a tweet after the talks. slow-roll efforts to ^ot to

"Every country,
na,hasaresponTibill'?^^Ch-
emissions," US National
Adviser Jake Sulliv

Sunday.

needs it.
"Our hope is now that this
be the beginning of a new

definition of cooperation and
of capacity to resolve the differ-

between us," he added.

can

ences

noting that "we both know there
are real differences,"

"But we also know from expe-
that if we work at i(, we

Beijing said after the talks that
"climate change is a common
diallenge faced by all mankind."

Kerry's trip follows two other
high-profile visits by US officials —

find the path ahead and ways
resolve these challenges,"

reduce

Security
‘°ld CNNthat on

APp
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URGENT ACTION REQUIRED

KERRYSAYS CLIMATE CHANGE NEEDS

HEWKINirOFSINO-USCOOPERATION
But we also know from ex-

a threat to all humankind perience that if we work at it, we

and requires a new kind of co- can find the path ahead and ways
operation between China and that resolve these challenges."
the United States. US climate

BEIJING—Global warming pos-
es

Wang, in response, underlined
envoy John Kerry told Chinese the need "for a healthy, stableand
officials on Tuesday.

Kerry has called for “urgent
action" by Beijing and Wash- change is advancing under the

ington to tackle the threat of overall climate of China and the
climate change as the world’s United States, so we need the
two largest polluters revive joint support of the people of

stalled diplomacy on reducing China and the United States,”
Wang told Kerry, who he de-

sustainable Sino-US relationship.”
“Cooperation on climate

planet-warming emissions.
Speaking at Beijing’s Great scribed as an “old friend.

Hall of the People with China’s top

diplomat Wang Yi on Tuesday,
Kerry underlined the need for
“global leadership" on the issue.

Pelosi enrages Beijing
Climate talks between the

two biggest greenhouse gas emit-
His visit to China came as ters came to a halt last year after

the Northern Hemisphere en- Nancy Pelosi, then speaker of the
dured record-setting summer US House of Representatives, en-

heat waves, which scientists raged Beijing by visiting self-ruled
have sa:id are being exacerbated Taiwan, which China considers to

by climate change. be part of its territory.
Kerry, a former secretary of

state, has enjoyed comparative-
"Climate, as you know, is ly cordial and consistent rela-

a global issue, not a bilateral tions with China despite Wash-
issue. It’s a threat to all of hu- ington and Beijing locking horns
mankind,” Kerry told Wang.

“This is a matter of global

Global issue

over Taiwan and other issues.

He met his Chinese coun

leadership,” he stressed, adding terpart Xie Zhenhua in Beijing
that the world "really hopes for on Monday, with the two men
that and needs it.”

“Our hope is now that this
can be the beginning of a new

definition of cooperation and urgent action on a number of
of capacity to resolve the dif- fronts, especially the challenges
ferences between us,” he add- of coal and methane pollution,"
ed, noting that “we both know Kerry wrote in a tweet after the
there are real differences.

speaking for around four hours,,
state broadcaster CCTV said.

Both countries “must take

talks. -AFP
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Kerry: Climate change threat to humankind
; BEIJING (AFP) - US cli- top diplomat Wang Yi, stress
mate envoy John Kerry said ing it was "a. matter of global
yesterday ftiat global warming leadership." ^

ft ● ; represented a "threat to all of "We're very hopeful that thi
9 humankind" and reguired can be the beginning not iuct
^ ' "global leadership" as he met of a conversation between you

Chinese officials in Beijing. and me and us on the clirnat
Climate, as you know, is track, but that we can

5y JohnTeffy^reSf^i-: a global issue, not a bilateral change the broader relation
“ ■■■ ■ ■ issue. It's a threat to all of hu- ship, the world really hopes fo

I mankind," Kerry told China's that and needs it," he added ^
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New lava flow cascades

down flayon; quakes spike
quakes increased again yesterday afternoon, diagnosed with respiratory infectinnc vu t.
totahngo73, Partment of Health (DOH) said it would

New lava flow from Mayon Volcano that The volcanic quakes have increased from on the mental health of Mayon evacup .
scaded 600 kilometers from the craterhas Suriday to 184 on Monday and 267 "We are set to monitor the ment^l^k i i

early yesterday, of those in evacuation camps since Up ^
Sulfur dioxide emissions were also high at not received any report on that

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 2,212 tons compared to 1,689 tons on Monday, could be cases. But for now wernn'f ' iIl ®
Seismology (Phivolcs) said lava flows along the At least 150 rockfall events and three dome serious are these " DOH Underspr
Mi-isi gnlly in Daraga and Bonga in Legazpi collapse generated pyroclastic density currents Tayagsaid, ’ i>ecretary Eric
City, on the other hand, reached 2,800 and 2,400 were also recorded. He said prolonged stay in evacmHr. ●
meters, respectively, yesterday. Alanis said the abnormal parameters indicate can affect a person's mental health

Paul Aianis, Phivolcs residerit volcanologist that Mayon's unrest continued to e.scalate. "No one will be comfortable bp'
at the Lignon Hill Observatory in Legazpi, said He said state seismologists continue to atiori centers since this is not thef
the longer and new lava flows occurred during analyze these parameters to determine if there environment, especially those who
three days of zero visual .observation, of the are abrupt changw-lJi'^-may lead td^tV^g^.'jmmediately go back to the!
volcano due to thick clouds. explosion, " 'Tayagsaid,

"We failed to have a visual observation Phivolcs reiterated its warning that since He encouraged evacuees esneciall
of Mayon in the past three days... When we Mayon is underAlertLevel 3, hazardous eruption nant women, to seek help when thpv ^
measured the lava flows when the volcano is pos.sible within weeks or days. cnee mental health problems y^^peri-
became visible yesterday, we collected these EvaCUCes’ mental health "^owed that 5,392 familiP.

. - data," he said. cvacuees menial neaiin is,826 people remain in 27 evkfm-,Hn " ''
Phivolcs said the number of volcanic earth- Meanwhile, apart from attending to those across Albay. -With Rhodina

By GET DEMATERA and ROMINA CABRERA

ca

been monitored.

Want to

eir normal routine,"

new
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SKETCHES
ANA MARIE PAMINTUAN

Water security The Benpres group eventually threw in the towel and
Maynilad was taken over by the partnership of DM Con-
sunji Holdings Inc. and Metro Pacific Investments Corp
I don't know what miracle happened, but in no time, the
pipes were laid in our village and for the first itme since
leaving the city of Manila, I could again enjoy piped wat#»r
around the clock at home.

Maynilad and east zone concessionaire Manila
Water, however,.have their requirements for providintp
optimum service. Under the privatization deal, the govern
ment was supposed to be in charge of providing the watf^r

sources - including developing new ones - for distribution
by the concessionaires.

I don't remember any significant new water source com
mg onstream since then. Kaliwa Dam is bogged down in
all sorts of controversies that no administration can seem

to resolve with a win-win outcome, to bpnow a favoriS
Chinese phrase. '-'nte

The Chinese come to mind because the world know<^
how they deal with opposition to the construction of d am
and other critical public infrastructure projects - wltich-
to proceed as if the opposition is non-existent, and Woe f ®
anyone who believes otherwise. ^

hanks to heavy rainfall in the
past days, water supply rota
tion in wide areas of Metro

Manila has been lifted, and water
for irrigation need not be curtailed.

Heavier rains ahead are likely due
to the start of El Nino, which tends
to trigger extremes of whatever is the
prevailing weather condition. This
means no more water rotation during the rainy season,
but it could resume during the dry season vvhen drought
is possible.

One measure of the level of development in a country
is the safety of tap water. In advanced economies, you can'
drink water directly from the tap. If you ask for bottled
water, you will be given something fancy like Perrier.

Until my college years, people could still drink water
directly from the taps of what we now know as Metro
Manila. Even in Paranaque, where water during those
days had a distinct taste because it came from deep wells,
I never got sick from drinking water directly from my
relatives' home taps.

When bottled water was introduced in Metro Manila,

many people asked, who would pay for drinking water?
And yet as water pipes deteriorated and the capital

region's population surged, with no corresponding expan
sion in potable water capacity, the safety of tap water be
came compromised, and bottled water enterprises boomed.

The piped water network of what was called the NA-
WASA - ^e National Waterworks and Sewerage System
Authority - also did not reach many areas of the capital.

In the property development "projects" south of Manila,
people relied mainly on ground water extracted through
industrial-grade pumps provided by the subdivision devel
oper, or on household pumps connected to storage tanks.
My house still has water pumps and a massive tank that

can store up to three days' worth of the household's regular
water needs. This was because we used to get only a few
hours of water supply, sometimes only every other day.

* * *

The service under NAWASA's successor the Metropoli
tan Waterworks and Sewerage System was so awful that
privatization was gladly welcomed by people desperate
for improvement. A study conducted by the Asian DeveU
opment Bank showed that the heavily indebted MWSS
serviced only 60 percent of its coverage area, with less than
half having 24-hour water service.

After the privatization deal was finalized in what at

the time was touted as the deal of the century, I got to tour
the water treatment facilities outside Paris of ^e French
artners of Benpres Holdings Corp., Suez Environment
^d Ly onnaise Asia Water Pte Ltd. Benpres' Maynilad had
on the concession for the west service sector.

I was told that the Suez group handled water distribu-
at the time in Paris, where water from the tap is

^ to drink anywhere. Seeing how wastewater was
^gformed into sparkling potable water in that French
atment plant, I happily anticipated an end to Manila's

^ i.gi-woes.
W‘“^.ggppointingly, it took forever for the west zone con-

●on£j^ to reach my neck of the woods. Apart from
"^^^^^orate issues, the west sector reportedly needed more
corp .yg ^ork to install new pipes, which required right-

agreements plus talks with local water service
„iders and homeowners' associations,

provio'^ ^ ^ ^

T

This, of course, is not possible in our exuberant demo
racy. But such decisive moves by the state are nart of

peal of Cliina (and Vietnam) for investors. Monev dop
like uncertainty and indecision. Even in our countrv ^
a number of titans in business and industry who hii ●

could use a firmer hand and a bit less

We can't even stop the unending reclamaH,.^ .
and construction of fishpens owned mostlv
families in Laguna de Bay, which have can7 J
siltation and massive flooding in what ° neav^
floodplain around the lake. ® onginally ^

The siltation and use of the lake for ann=..>, i
limited the possibilities of tapping Lao-iir.^ j
freshwater source for Metro Manila and ^ ae Bav
Manila Water taps the lake for augmenirtion*"””^^

Some experts have said our anJiipelaeo if j
abundant sources of fresh water. What's lpr>u; i.u^
is efficient water management.

Those who see Kaliwa Dam and other new wat
splices as a lost cause are lookmg instead at industrial
or community-level rainwater harvesting and wa«jf
recycling as options. '^^ewater

"Graywater" for recycUng is not supposed to inri,,^
wastewater from toilets and kitchens. I don't knoYA^^u
these can be segregated from wastewater from the ^
and garden; I thought everything ended up in thp^'^^
septic tank. ^ same

Also wastewater recycling is of course more expen^h
and could require treatment agents whose effects on d

ing water and human health need deeper study
But with water sources unable to keep pace with i

tion growth, we have to be open to other options.^^^^^'
As for harvesting rainwater, this was popular ir. i.u

country before the arrival of piped water networks
are still old houses with concrete cisterns where wat^ c ^
doing laundry, gardening and cleaning drivewavc
stored.Thewaterjustneedspropercontainmentton
it from turning into a breeding ground for

I wonder if we will ever be water secure in mv lif
And if I will ever again enj oy drinking water direct fmm fk

tap in Metro Manila without worrying about deveW- ®
gastroenteritis, amoebiasis or, worse, cholera.

y ●

tiori

safe
tra

nie.

■A
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UEZON City was recently recognized for its leader

ship in climate action, being just one of six cities
worldwide to receive a $60,000 (P3.3 million)
om the C40 Cities Inclusive Climate Action Cities

Fund (ICA Fund) to support local-level climate initiatives.
While the amount of the grant might seem rather modest
given the enormous scale of the need for climate action, the
recognition should inspire other local governments here in
the Philippines to ramp up their own efforts toward climate
adaptation and mitigation.
The C40 Cities organization, according to a press statement

about the grant awards, "is a network of nearly 100 mayors of
the world's leading cities working to deliver the urgent action
needed right now to confront the climate crisis and create a

future where everyone, everywhere can thrive. Mayors of C40
cities are committed to using a science-based and people-
focused approach to help the world limit global heating to

1.5 degrees Celsius and build healthy, equitable and resilient
communities." The major funding for the organization comes

from Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Children's Investment
Fund Foundation (CIFF) and Realdania, and the group is
led by London Mayor Sadiq Khan and former New York City
mayor Michael Bloomberg.
The other cities awarded grants along with Quezon City

include Bogota, Colombia; Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; Los
^jjgeles, California; Vancouver, Canada; and Warsaw,) Poland.
With the grant funding, Quezon City intends to produce

interactive informational materials about the city's climate
chaug^ actions, primarily aimed at children with disabilities
and other youth. In a statement, Quezon City Mayor Ma.
losefma "Joy" Belmonte said, "I am proud to join other lead-
' mayors in the world in advancing inclusive and equitable

- action with the support of C40's new Inclusive Cli-

Action Fund. In Quezon City, we recognize the need for

There are several important takeaways from all of this. First
Quezon City's strategy of targeting youth is an effective way
to gain public acceptance of changes in behavior necessary
to help larger climate change actions. Young people do ^
have as many bad habits to unlearn as older generations so

good practices such as proper recycling and waste disposal
and conservation are not sacrifices or inconveniences for
them. And as anyone with children knows, a youngster ca
be a powerful influence on the entire household.

Second, the recognition of Quezon City's efforts on a glob
level reflects well not only on the city administration but ^
the country as a whole. It is important for the Philippines
other climate-vulnerable countries to have a voice in glQ^
efforts to combat climate change, and recognition such as tb

recently confened on Quezon City only boosts our credibij-
Finally, the grant award should encourage other

government units to find ways to take advantage of the

not

On

and

al

stantial support that is available for their own climate
sustainability initiatives. C40 Cities is far from being the

largest organization making climate funding availabj*^^^
cities and local communities. The overwhelming majo
of them offer support in the form of grants and even
technica-i assistance to local government units in desigj..
effective proposals. Initiatives that local governments nii^^^
want to pursue but are hesitant to do so because of the f
certainty of whether budget resources will be available ne^'
not necessarily be set aside because outside support is

likely available. ^
As we said at the outset, even though the panicular gra

awarded to Quezon City may be small in scale, its significan ^
is quite large. We congratulate the city government and May^^
Belmonte for their work and the recognition it has receiven

and we sincerely hope it challenges other cities, nrunicipalnj *
and provinces to make their own mark in a similar fasbj

or

ing

●jiclusiv^ and accessible information dissemination that caters
all residents, of all backgrounds, educational attainment

and 38^ groups, to better engage them in our climate action
initiatives. This project will help address this priority, putting

needs of the youth and children with disabilities at the

forefront of its design and delivery."

to

Or

l€sthe
on.
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Despite the many attractive attractions

offer as a destination, tourism products are highly
substitutable. Any negative reviews not adequately "
addressed can result in tourists seeking alternative
options. We certainly do not want another kidnap
ping and terrorism story in the Philippines that spread
globally and almost crippled our tourism industry.

Rejuvenation

While preservation is a priority for natural at-
xifTTu oil *1,000 -j . ... tractions, it is important to note that too much fa¬

cial ohe^ r'a’ P^‘*‘PPmes has the miliarity with the destination, without any substan-potential to be a globd leader when it comes to tour- tial improvements over time, can lead to boredom
ism and hospitality. But it will require continuous Eventually, this can result in a de-
improvement and commitment to standards. Are we crease in tourist visits. For instance
really serious about maintaining it? As we say, “qual- in the case of Palawan, a tour guide

..,..lty.]ias a cosi._.Hqw^^CM_we go to maintain our informed me about the ongoing de-
desire the integrity of exceneiibe7 Allow -yelopmenf of hew atfrabtibns, both*
me to share what I refer to as the Three R’s for the natural and events, in the southern
continuous progress ofour tourism industry. part of the province. This aims to
Real investments and partnerships spread the potential tourism v
We must invest in tourism drivers that can greatly tunities across the entire island

advance the delivery ofour services, such as accessi- The rejuvenation process does not
bility, amenities, attraction, activities, and accommo- disrupt the natural form
dation. Palawan is positioning itself as the primary tiy’s flora and fauna, which
cruise destination in the Philippines; to realize this ferential advantage of our country,
vision. It invested in ports that can accommodate However, introducing additional “at-
vanous types of cruise ships. tractions” that can ignite their curiosity
They are ready to welcome small and big cruise can generate interest among tourists to

ships to their islands. Also, it is time to witness real visit and explore the destination,
partnership and collaboration among the govern- Recently, the DOT launched its
ment, private sector, and local communities to ensure new tourism slogan, “Love the Phil-
sustainable and world-class Philippine Tourism. We ippjnes” According to Secretary
need to develop more community-based sustainable Frasco, the enhanced slogan goes
tounsm projects to provide opportunities for locals to the very heart of evew single
without inflicting the environment Filipino wUh the distinct gmee and
Tinw Hn fnrpion*! ”” Gliding hospitality with which we welcome

^ 3 counhy? every guest that comes to our shore.
What image do we portray in the international commu- our communities, and our homes,

nity that c^ boost their interest and desire to visit the She added that “Love the Philip-
philippmes. Safety and security is an utmost concern pines” recognizes our natural assets,
for ouns. is important to establish a solid brand our long and storied history, and our
that will not only promote the Philippines as a fun des- rich culture and diversity. The fliture
tination^ we say m our tourism slogan, “It’s more fun of Philippine tourism does not solely
in the Philippines, but a well-defined message that will depend on the key individuals direct-
assure toiuists of their safety and security. ly responsible for its delivery. We

GREEN

LIGHT

we can

JHONCARLO

C.SERAPIO

oppor-

of our coun

is the dif¬

are

the heart of Philippine tourism. Filipinos themselves
are the genuine gem of the Tourism Industry.

I started and will end this article with a question:
Are we ready to become the face of excellence i:
hospitality and tourism in Asia,? Think about it.
The author is a Doctor of Business Administra

tion student at the Ramon .V del Rosario College
of Business, De La Salle University. He can be
reached atjhon_-@dlsu.edu.ph.

The vi^s expressed above are the author's and do
not necessarily reflect the official position of DLSV,
its faculty, and its administrators.
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Dopartmont of Environmont and Natural Rosourcos

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUR^U
P£ffA C«i«Qvntf, Aww, C«y 11 tt
THMot.^UnSMSUi ●2i>37», F*i l^(0U]»a t25V
Vr«bM»;

A BOiQMim

40t4a»t3MI
TOvar^MM

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) of lha proposed GUTAUC NtCKEL
PROJECT of the FLORJENMAR MINING AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (FMDC) (o be
located in BARANGAYS BACONS AND BAYANIHAN, GUTALAC, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE.

Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding the implementation
of the proposed GUTALAC NICKEL PROJECT to attend the Public Hearing on:

Date Time

9:00 AM

RoQisIration slans at 8:30a.m.

Venue

26 July 2023
fWednesdav)

Covered Court. Brgy. Bacong,
Gutalac, Zamboanoa del Nona

The Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with the review of the EIS of the
3[ofooienlioned project by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

The following is the project information;

Project Name Gutalac Nickel Prolcct		

Barangays Bacono & Bavanihan. Gutalac. Zamboanga del Norte
Extraction of metallic minerals
114.50 hectares

500,000 MTPY 	
The mining industry in the Philippines Is an engine for growth in me local and”
regional economy providing critical employment, infraslmclure development
industrialization, and rural development that transfonn and create self-sustai'n
immunities. Thus, the mining operaUon of FMDC is expected to generate
the same benefits in both local and national economies. It alms that over the
life of the mine not only of Parcel 2 but of the'whole tenement areas assigned
to FMDC that the communities will benefit from the mininq-relalod programs
and activities,	

Protect Location

Prp ect Type
Pro ect Area

Protect Capacity

Project Rationale

Project
Components

Components
Area <ha|

Mining Area

Stockpiles at Mining Area (High-grade. Marginol-grado. Low-
grade, Topsoill 	

■tts-—

Waste Dumps 4

Mining Contractor's Equipment/Motorpool	
^mp Site/Mine Office (Offices. Warehouse. Core House.
Fuel Depot, Nursery. Assay Laboratory, SfaffS Guosfhouses,
Recreatloryal Areal 	
Pier/Causeway	 	
Pier Facilities (Stockyard, Multipurpose shed, Fuel Depot.
Security House} .		
Stockyards & Drying Areas at the Port (Solar/Wirtd Drying Pad.
Ore SfockyanJ. DrvOre Stockpile Area. Eaulomenl Sflrv/ceAreaJ
Road Networks (Haul roads from mining area to port Brg.y
Road from mining area to Brgy. Bacong, Access Roads,
Campsite to mining areal 			
Source of power - 2 units of generator sets with 200 kVA capably and 3
unrts of generator sets with 15 kVA capacity for pumps and liohlJnq	
Source of water - nearby springs; approximately 80,^0 liters per oav
Pollution Control Facilities - Citation ponds, waste dumps, topsoil
stockpile, oil-water separators, materials recovery facility, hazandous
waste storage facility, septic tanks) 	
Florjanmar Mining and Development Cor^ratlon ^

orparticipale in these Public Hearings should preferably
S^”cMuiJfoMMlruTA?®iP?r?^‘^ 9'^® thsir oplnion(s) In a condso posifion paper to
M impact ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of
this Office through mail or email at eiaOemb.gov.bh at least three (3) days before the Public

nnnnrtl^' '''''' "0* ^8 able to register or submit written positions may be
given the opportunity to share their issues on the day of the hearing itself.

and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadable at our Website'
(kind/)' access the Notice of Public Hearing/ Consultation link found

our website) while copies will be available in the following offices:

1. EMB Region IX

2 GSa5'8ufnlcfS?fa®lf" ®228
Municipality of Gutalac. Province of Zamboanga dal Norte

3. Bacong Barangay Hall
Brgy, Bacong, Gutalac, Zamboanga dol Norte

4. Bayanihan Barangay Hall
Brgy. Bayanihan, Gutalac, Zamboanga del Norte

2.62

o!oi
0.24

12

10

Proponent

on

details, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone number (02i
8539-4378 loc. 116 through the project case handler Mb. Loonll Marla Garaar and Enqr
Joel Polintan, “

MT-July 12 a 19, 2023


