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Group berates DENR' dilly-dallying’
in halting land reclamation projects

MamamalakayangPilipinas(Pamalakaya)
on Tuesday slammed the Department of
Environment and Natural, Resources’ (DENR)
supposed dilly-dallying” in deciding over the
issue of land reclamation in Manila Bay.
The DENR is currently holding a Multi-
StakeholderForumonReclamationtogetinputs
from various stakeholders. The latest of such

'THE Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang

forum was held on Monday with international
expertssharing theirknowledge and theirown -

country’s experiences on land reclamation.

. "Manila Bay is dying; the fishing families
that rely on it are starving. Why would
environment Secretary (Antonia) Yulo-Loyzaga

take her sweet time in making a verdict

against destructive reclamation projects that
are already ravaging marine ecosystems and

fishing communities?” Ronnel Arambulo, the.

group’s vice chairperson said in a statement
Arambulo Was reacting to the statement
of the DENR that it has tapped marine experts
and scientists to determine the potential
environmental impacts of reclamation in

Manila Bay. :
- Thegrouphasdemandedtostopallongoing
reclamation prajectsin ManilaBayand instead

ants the agency mandated to manage the

country’s environment and natural resources
to reforest Manila Bay's coastal waters with
mangroves to boost natural protection against
natural calamities like tsunamis, sea eve] rise
and super typhoons.

“Ithas been long proven by many scientists
andexpenszhatrecl_amatianis_adisastertuthe
marineenvimnmentandﬁshing_cnmmunities.
It was no less than the National Fisheries
Research and Development Institute (NFRDI)
itself that found that the northern and eastern
Parts of Manila Bay, which includes (avite
Metro Manila, and Bulacan, are known to haw_:
high biomass of fish eggs and larvae, These
coastal ecosystems are threatened because of
ongoing reclamation and dredging activities”
Arambulo said, '

Moreover, Arambulo said the scientist

- group Advocates of Science and Technolng). :

_fur the Peaple (AGHAM) has been eXpressing
interest in working with the DENR for stience
andevidence-basedalternativesto allongoin
reclamation projects. :
. "These. studies and efforts mage
science sector are more than enaugh
the DEI?IR to unequivocally reject rec|
before it's too late,” Arambulo said. -

lonathan L. Mayygq
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Manila Water NRW

remains low

By DANESSA RIVERA

Razon-led Manila Water Com-

pany Inc. managed to keep its non- -

d ater (NRW) average at
reg.‘;sesn;wfrc‘:':gﬁor(the first half of the
: e'a;, allowing it to sgstain 24/7 sup-

1'  to its customers in the east zone.
P }NRW' is defined as water that is
not billed and is lost through leaks
and illegal connections. :

Manila Water said that for every '

. 1 ly less
israr of water it produces, only
tl}?;; 140 ml-or less than haﬁ a cup-

is lost.

- the 25 percent standard set by
bem&otﬂﬁl Ba}flk and remains one of
e jowest in Asia, putting it at par
th?h first-world countries such as
}N;}tan Germany, England and Wales,

s sir rapore. :
B se:gﬁapWater said keeping the
W level at this rate along with the

R 115 water augmentation projects
par g it to provide continuous apd
'allt_'“’ ~upted water service despite
unmteéucgd water allocation from

the I;t Dam, which is now at48 cubie

Its first half average NRW is way

“Despite the reduced allocation
due to the declining water level in
Angat Dam and with the onset of
El Nifio, our current projections still
confirm that our water augmentation
projects, coupled with our low NRW
can bridge this deficit and help us
supply uninterrupted water supply
to our customers,” Manila Water
corporate communications group

- director Jeric Sevilla said.

Manila Water said it has been
maintaining its NRW average below

14 percent by implementing vigorous

maintenance checks, replacement,
rehabilitation, and repairs in its more
than 5,300-kilometer distribution
network. .

To eliminate or reduce illegal con-
nections thatare rampant in informal
settlements, Manila Water launched
its flagship program, Tubig Para Sa

Barangay or Water for the Commu- -

nity program in 1998. -
%"}Ee program has completed al-

“most 900 projects benefitting nearly

two million people from urban poor
communities. :

Aside from keeping the NRW

level in check, Manila Water also

.struction

has completed extensivi
augmenting its water g
El Nino. 3 .

_ Sir}ce 2019, the w
slonaire has embarke

€ projects in
upply during

ater CoOnces-
d on the ¢o
and operationalizatie o
cl zation
awdliary water sources adding (o tl?f
Aniat Dam allocation. 5
t present, Manila W :
Cardqna water treahnenatt(;aliz::ff ivt‘he
110 mll!_jon liters per day (MLD) A&ﬂl
YESEIVOIT rain catchers with 10 1{«1L]gt
backwash recovery from water tran,’
ments plants with 30 MLD, and de&atﬁ
Well\lls than can produce up to 118 M}_‘]g‘
Newand additiona) water sy !
will ci:nme from Wawa-Calawis w}?al::ly
supply project phag ith 2 £
(scalable to 80 E/ILDEJ : WIth AL

and Eastbay r

ph%se 1 with 50 MLD,

- Bvenwith augmenae

In place, ManilagT\?Vate?t;?:{}cén At

call for responsible yge of Wrated k
“Water is not an unlirni‘ltter'

Source and must be useq ve o

and responsibly. oy

The b 3
Save is now while we s

iSel):

——

meters per second.

water is when you have no water at

all,” Sevilla said. ;
Meanwhile, Maynilad Water Ser-
vices Inc. said it is optimistic that it
can facilitate the implementation of
its Cafital expenditure ((_:ape}C) Proj-
ects that are essential to E_nhancmg
service reliability, i_ncl uding those
that will help to mitigate the effects
of El Nifio. o\l
" The company vows to deliver its
p163 billion water and wastewater
capex projects from 2023 to 2027. _
part of this spending is P16.5 bil-
{ion, which will be allocated to bring
wn the firm's water losses to 25
ercent by 2027 as set by World Bank.
The water company ended 2022 with
NRW level of 43 percent from 68
P Maynilad president and CEQ
Ramoncito Fernandez said the wa-
ter sector now has “a valuable ally”
in furthering its goal of improving
water services through the Water Re-
source Management Office (WRMO)
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).
Besides promoting synergies
among the various government agen-

" — rather than the other

cies involved in water, Fernande,
said the water concessionaires Now
has the WRMO to help in getting jy.
concerns prioritized. %
Fernandez said water Congce
sionaires are often the ones who ho. >
to give way to road or rail proje'é'tg
ity e olng
= e?‘ren if doing so0 will involye the
realignment of existing unde A
Infrastructure and disgrupt wﬁ?r‘;‘\d
VIC?VE(’JI customers. iy
“We are véry happy that we ..
have an ally in WRgfll)(};,” he saic? W
_ Last April, President Mar,
Signed Executive Order (EQ)
creating the WRMO to manage
Philippines’ water resources
respond to the current envirop, d
tal challenges through integraen‘
government efforts. 2|
Under EO 22 all water-relat
agencies will be attached tg 4 9
II.)ENR, among which are the Nhe
tional Water Resources Board, ) s
Topolitan Waterworks and Sewot

age System, Local Water Utilit?r”

CUS

22

Ministration and the networy.
local water districts, and the La
¢ Vevelopment Authority.
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Manila Water: Stable water

ESPITE thecutinwateralloca-
D tion coming from AngatDam,
Manila Water saiditisable to
sustainaround-the-clockwatersupply
toits 7.6 million customersin the East
Zone due to its “successful campaign”
toplugpipeleaks and detectillegalwa-
ter connections over the years.
In a statement, Manila Water said
maintaining its non-revenue water

(NRW) low is a major factor in sus-

taining water supply to its customers
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The water company has been
maintaining its NRW average below
14 pezcen't by implementing vigorous
maintenance checks, replacement,

rehabilitation, and repairs inits more '

than 5300-km distribution network.
~ “Keeping the NRWlevel atthisrate

supply due to NRW drive

along with the various water augmen-
tation projects aid Manila Waterin se-
curing continuous and uninterrupted
waterservicedespitethereducedwater
allocation from Angat Dam which ig
now at 48 cubic meters per second”
Manila Water said in a statement. ’
NRWis defined aswater thatis not
billed and is lost through leaks ang
illegal connections. For every liter of

water that Manila Water produces -
- onlyless than 140 ml (less than half a’

cup) islost, according to the'company,

The World Bank standard is set a_;;
25 percent or lower. Manila Water sajq
its lless than 14 percent NRW average
which is one of the lowest in Asia, puta;
themonaparwithfirst-worldcountries
such as Japan, Germany, England an(i
Wales, and Singapore. Jonathan L. Mayugq
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UNHRC adopts PH

climate resolution

BY BERNADE

TTE E. TAMAYO

HE United Nations Human Rights Council

(UNHRC) una
Philippine-led res

nimously adopted a
olution calling for scaled-

up action against climate change, the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said.

The UNHRC adopted “by con-
sensus” on July 12 the resolution
calling for the urgent creation of
a new fund to assist developing
countries in addressing climate
change “loss and damage,” the
DFA said on Tuesday.

The resolution was in relation
to the landmark decision adopted
at the 27th Conference of the Par-
ties (COP27) to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on
Climate Change, held in Egypt in
November 2022 .

DFA Undersecretary for Multi-
|ateral Affairs and Internatianal
Economic Relations Carlos Sar-

reta introduced the resolution
on human rights and climate
change tabled by the Philippines,
together with Bangladesh and
Vietnam, prior to its adoption
by the Human Rights Council in
it:s 53rd session, held on July 12
in Geneva, Switzerland.

“The Philippines welcomes the
Coundil’s unanimous adoption of
this resolution that mandates the
UN Secretary-General 10 conducta
study on the human rights impacts
of loss and damage, exploring
equity-hased approaches Lo ad-
dressing the same,” Sarreta said.

“This is the first study on this

iImportant topic within the context
of the HRC, and we look forward
to ts presentation during the fifty-
seventh session of the Council
next year," he added.

The resolution raised the need
for all countries to adopt inter-
ventions that benefit the most
vulnerable, facilitate safe and
voluntary movement, minimize
forced movement, and address
human rights protection Baps to
reduce the risk of trafficking and
exploitation of people on the
move, especially womnen and girls,
the DFA said.

It also recognizes the role
of women and the importance
of safe and meaningful civil
society participation in policy
and decision-making processes
On climate change and calls on
States and businesses to uphold
their corporate responsibility
10 respect human rights in the
context of the environment and

the climate system.

“No other global challenge
adversely affects the €njoyment of
hurr} an rights so profoy ndly and
s0 dlsprqponionately than d:Imate
dmng_e," Sorreta said PIiOT 10 the
adoption of the resolution,

“This resolutign
launch in 2008,

on the development of just

hum?.ne, and equitable dimate
solutions,” he said,

greenhouse gas €Missions a4

as scaled-up adaptation meas:vell
o effectively address thea adv;res
MpActs of suddey, and slome
onset climate cvents, includip ;v :
livelihoods, that negatively a?Fe;

the enjoyment of human rights
elopinga:olmtri‘as,

especially in dey

EDITORIAL  CARTOON
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HE Department of Agriculture
T(DA] sought for closer cooperation
among Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) member-countries in
the implementation of effective measures
to improve water resources management.
During the FAO Conference in Rome
recently, DA Undersecretary Mercedita
i Sombilla emphasized the critical impor-
‘tance of implementing water-related
measures efficiently and harmoniously at
the national level. o
She highlighted the significant step
takenbythePhilippinesthroughthe creation
" ofthe Water Resources Management Office
(WRMO) via Executive Order (E0) 22, signed
by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.in April.

The WRMO will act as a requlatory
body to protect water resources, ensure
their efficient use, and guarantee their
availability for all economic sectors.

“Thistimelymove by the government.
is crucialin securing the country’s water
resources for future generations,”
Sombilla said. ]

The DA official also highlighted the
proactive steps being undertaken by the
country to ensure preparedness for the
potential worsening impacts of El Nifio.

“One of these strategies involves
cloud seeding operations to improve
water irrigation and other water-
impounding facilities, rivers and.creeks
and groundwater deposits, especially in
production areas, critical watersheds and
reservoirs,” Sombilla added.

“Long-term mitigating measures are also
in f;la{e to respond to water issues in the
country. These solutions involve upgrading

PAGE] BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
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DA exec pushes closer cooperation
in management of water resources

irrigation facilitiesand dams to optimize water

~deliveryand minimize wastage, constructing

flood control and sea wall structures in
flood-prone areas, and establishing newly
Wwater-impounding facilitiesin highland areas
to capture rainfall,” she said.

These measures are decisive responses
to the intensifying impact of climate
change, Sombilla added. :

“The Philippines is also now investing in
climate-resilient water infrastructures, suichas
solar-poweredirrigation Systems, promoting

" domestic water and recycling schemes at

the household and community: level to
promote water conservation and advocating
Nature-based solutions like reforestation and
expansion of mangrove areas, use of organic/
bio-fertilizer as well as the adoption of water
saving and climate resilient agriculture
practices and technologies, such as the
adjustment of planting calendars, use of
alternate wetting and drying, hetter crop
nutrient management,” she added.
Furthermore, Sombilla underscored
the importance of strengthening the
capacity of nations through bilateral
cooperation with member countries and
tapping the expertise of the Privatesector

to achieve efficient and effective Water .

resource managementand infrastructyra
“By working together and SUPPOrting

‘each otherto achieve the needed integrateq

management and efficient use of our wager
resources, under the able guidance ang
leadership of the Food and Agriculture

rganization, is a-major step towards
our achieving the shared objective of a
resilient agrifood system,” the DA official

~ said. RaadeeS, Squsa
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‘Measures to address the effects of El

G on the directive of
;izilcilint Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
the Water Resources N!ar!agg.
ment Office (WRMO) will issue
its :ecommendations to _address
the effects of the El Nifio phe-
pomenon in the country.

The WRMO, created under EO
22, isunder the Department of En-
gironment and Natural Resources.
The President said former Public

_Works and Highways secretary Rog-

elio Singson will also assist the gov-
ermnment in addressing the problem.

According to the President, Sing-
son, a water management expert,
will help the government in com-
ing up with a contingency plan for
Fl Nifio and in crafting an overall
plan for the Philippines.

The country has to convert its
water usage from ground water
or wells and aquifers to trans-

fer extraction to surface water,

Nifio
Marcos pointed out.

“Because we have enough surface
water, It's just a question of pro-
tecting it. We are designing now a
system of catchment basins not only,
for flood control. The original plan
was only for flood control. Butnow,
we have said we have to.... that flood
control always now includes irriga-
tion and sometimes even power, if
we can do it,” Marcos said.

In terms of water supply for agri-

cultural use, the President said lh:a
National Irrigation Administratigp,
(NIA) has a design for eXisting
dams to ensure continuous suppl
The President also said the
and humid weather being fel t(]t'-
day is not yet the onset of F] NiﬁgT
The President said previously th
the government was rTelying on :’;
newly-created Office of Water Man!
agement in addressing the im act

of a prolonged dry spell or Bl Ny,
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Worrisome weather [

he past two weeks have been

both punishing and confusing

for the residents of Metro Ma-

nila and its surrounding prov-
inces. The hardship has been caused by
the erratic and sudden changes in the
weather. The changes are so drastic
that we could hardly tell if reports of an
extended and cruel El Nifio are true or
not, and whether or nat there really is
a shortage in the water supply.

Barely two weeks ago, the Paris-
bascd World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) reported that Mother
Earth just recorded the hottest week
on record. July 3 te be exact was the
hottest day in the earth 's history, ac-
cording to the US National Center for
environmental prediction, echeing the
earlier findings of the WMO. The United
Mations likewise made an official dec-
Jaration to that effect.

We never imagined that such a re-
cord would be set during our lifetime.

The scorching heal has been expe-
rienced in various parts of Europe, as
well as in America which saw wildfires
gutting down houses in parts of dry
and arid California. Canada has not
been spated from these wildfires trig-
pered and stoked by record-hreaking
temperatures.

When the report of the hottest week
on record was announced, the country
itself was reeling under extreme heat
and humidity. Even prior to the an-
nouncement, various parts of Luzon
had already been recording their own
respective record heat indexes.

During that time, we felt like we
were still at the peak of summer in the
midst of July.

The advent of the extreme heat
jndexes was made even more wor-
risome by an announcement by Fast
7one water distribution concessionaire
Maynilad. Its customers were told that
there would be a nightly interruption
of the supply of water, According to
the firm, the supply of bullc water was
insufficient, making it necessary to
limit distribution,

This week, we got a reprieve both
from the scvere heat and the shortage
of water supply.

Monsoon rains, triggered in parl
by the exit of Tropical Storm Nadong,
come in torrents, flooding many parts
of Metro Manila and Central and South-
ern Luzon, bringing traffic at the South
Luzon Expressway to a standstill, and
triggering the flow of lahar along a river
in Pampanga. The latter may have in-
flicted some damage on a bridge along
the Subic-Clark-"larlac Expressway
(SCTEX), causing its closure and add-
ing woes to muotorists bound for and
coming from the western partof Luzon,

The sudden, dramatic shift in
weather conditions has become truly
WOETisDme.

In addition to the destruction of in-
frastructure and human health that the
recent weather developments Dbring, we
continue ta worty about the reliability
and security of our supply ef water.

Due to the recent Monsoon rams,
Maynilad annourced that it is tem-
pararily suspending the nightly inter-
ruption in water supply. It appears the
rains have improved the inflow of water
into several dams in Central Luzon. The
firm was, however, quick to emphasize

“temporary,”
and pointed out
that the pro-
pramumed inter-
ruplion may re-

sume when the THE WEW
ahundant inflow

of water into our FRDM R|ZN_
dams ceases. DR, JUN YHARES

The worry
over water is not exclusive to our
country. It is a global concern. The WD
director for climate services himself
said that the world “is an uncharted
territory.. “We expect more records
to fall as El Nifio develops further and
these impacts will extend into 2024,"
he pointed out.

What worries the international
community most is the impact of
worrisome weather conditions on our
ecosystems and on our farms, Despite
the advent of modern agriculture tech-
nelogies, fresh water remains the single
most important farm input. Without
it, we cannot praduce foed to feed our
ballooning population.

For countries lilee ours, the situation
becomes even more warrisome since
water is a resource shared by many
sectors: residences, industries, farms,
and the power generation sector. When
the water supply is tight, government
agencies are forced to reallacate the
§upp1y of water to the sector that needs
1t most, sacrificing the needs of other
sectors in the process.

b

The scorching heat has
been experienced in
various parts of Europe,
as well as in America
which saw wildfires
gutting down houses

in parts of dry and

arid California.

We are encouraged by the fact that
the President publicly acknowledged
the water crisis/in March of this year
when he said some 11 million Filipino
families lacl aceess to clean water, par-

* ticularly during the dry season,

We have faith that the President
watlld consider the growing clamor for
the creatinn of a Department of Water
whichiwill harmenize the programs and
policies of the national government and
hasten the completion of projects de
signed to bring in new sources of clean
water, We laud the President for taking
the initial step in this direction when he
created the Warer Resources Manage-
ment Office under the Depattment of
Environmentand MNatural Resources.

Howaver, the creation of an inde-
pendent: department exclusively fo-
cused o worrying about and working
on the sufficiency and sustainability
of our water supply will be the better
piece of news. §
 Meanwhile, we ask our readers not
to be'lulled into complacency by the
spate nf monsoon rains. This may be a
temporary relief. The worry over water
is notover. (antipelocitygov@gmail.com.}

[

CARTOO
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Kerry: Climate change
a threat to humanit

EIJING: Global
warming poses a
threat to all hu-
mankind and requires
a new kind of coop-
eration between China
and the United States,
washington's climate
envoy John Kerry told

Chinese officials on
Tuesday.

Kerry has called for "urgent

action” by China and the US to

tackle the threat of climate change

a5 the world's two largest polluters
revive stalled diplomacy on reduc-
0o planet-warming emissions.

mi;'eakjng at Beijing’s Great Hall
‘of the People with Chinese for-

eign policy chief Wang Yi, Kerry

underlined the need for “global
leadership” on the issue.

His visit to China came as the
Northern Hemisphere endured
record-setting summer heat waves,
iwhich scientists have said are be-
ing exacerbated by dimate change.

“Climate, as you know, is a
global issue, nota bilateral issue.
It's a threat to all of humankind,”
Kerry told Wang.

“This is a matter of global lead-
ership,” he said, adding that the
‘world “really hopes for that and
needs it.”

“Our hope is now that this
can be the beginning of a new
definition of cooperation and
of capacity to resolve the differ-
ences between us,” he added,
noting that “we both know there
are real differences.”

sgut we also know from expe-
rience that if we work at it, we
nd the path ahead and ways

canfi
i esalve these challenges,”

that

CONFRONTING CLIMATE united states climate envoy John Ke

rry (1 i
policy chief Wang Yi shake hands before their meeting at the Great Hall of the People j y (left) and China’s fore

Tuesday, July 18, 2023. AFP PHQTO

Kerry said.

In response, Wang underlined
the need “for a healthy, stable and
sustainable Sino-US relationship.”

"Cooperation on climate change
is advancing under the overall cli-
mate of China and the United States,
so we need the joint support of the
people of China and the United
States,” Wang told Kerry, who he
described as an "old friend.”

Climate talks between the two
biggest greenhouse-gas emitters
came to a halt last year after Nancy
Pelosi, then speaker of the US§
House of Representatives, enraged
Beijing by visiting self-ruling Tai-
wan, which China considers to be
part of its territory.

Kerry, a former secretary of state,
has enjoyed comparatively cordial
and consistenl relalions with
China despite Washington and
Beijing locking horns over Taiwan
and other issues.

Kerry on Tuesday also met with
Chinese Premier Li Qiang, who
told the US envoy climate change
posed a “daunting challenge.”

“It is incumbent on China, the
United States and indeed all coun-
tries in the world to strengthen
coordination, build consensus and
speed up actions,” Li said.

Kerry met his Chinese coun-
terpart Xie Zhenhua in Beijing
on Monday, with the two men
speaking for around four hours,
state broadcaster China Central
Television said. '

Both countries “must take ur-
gent action on a number of fronts,
especially the challenges of coal
and methane pollution,” Kerry
wrote in a tweet after the talks.

Beijing said after the talks that
“climate change is a common
challenge faced by all mankind.”

Kerry's trip follows two other
high-profile visits by US officials —

Secretary of State Antony Blin
en

am‘jl :reasury Secretary Janet Yellen
— at were aimed at ggahip:o:
US-China tjes, lablhzmg
China op Monday sajq tem
- Uegrees Celq;
(126 degrees Fahrenheit] e
n.orlhwesl over the weeke g;n =
Ung a record for mid-July, "
Xin Xin, an analyst w :
for ghe Ching Meteor .
Ad[m-mstra{inn, said i:,}.
on his verifieq Weib oot
that 52,2 ¢ .
measured temper. Ehest
gional statiop | o
that I have ever
The US hag sa

« 8Qt-

Seen.” Wity

id Kerny

his trip, would press Beiiiﬁgdr:lcing
to

slow-roll effors 10 cut epy;

" . i8si
Every country, includi, Ic:ns:.
na, hasa responsibil; & Chi-

emissions,” US Nalint)’ 10 reqyce

Adviser Jake Sullivg
on Sunday,

hal SQCuriry

C
was lhE ..h_c(]unl'
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URGENT ACTION REQUIRED

'KERRY SAYS CLIMATE GHANGE NEEI]S

BEIJING—Global warming pos-
es a threat to all humankind
and requires a new kind of co-
operation between China and
the United States, US climate
envoy John Kerry told Chinese
officials en Tuesday.

Kerry has called for “urgent
action” by Beijing and Wash-
ington to tackle the threat of

climate change as the world’s,

two largest polluters revive
stalled diplomacy on reducing
p[aner~warming emissions.
Speaking at Beijing's Great
Hall of the People with China’s top
diplomat Wang Yi on Tuesday,
Kerry underlined the need for

dured record-setting summer
heat waves, which scientists

“NEW KIND"OF SINO-US COOPERATION

“But we also know from ex-
perience that if we work at it, we
can find the path ahead and ways
that resolve these challenges.”

Wang, inresponse, underlined
the need “for a healthy, stable and
sustainable Sino-US relationship.”

“Cooperation on climate
change is advancing under the
overall climate of China and the
United States, so we need the

. joint support of the people of

China and the United States”
Wang told Kerry, who he de-
scribed as an “old friend.”

Pelosi enrages Beijing

Climate talks between the .

“global leadership” on the issue. twa biggest greenhouse gas emit-
His visit to China came as ters came to a halt last year after
‘the Northern Hemisphere en- Nancy Pelosi, then speaker of the

US House of Representatives, en-
raged Beijing by visiting self-ruleq

have said are being exacerbated Taiwan, which China considers to
by climate change. be part of its territory.
: Kerry, a former secretary of
Global issue state, has enjoyed comparative-

“Climate, as'you know, is
a global issue, not a bilateral
issue. It's a threat to all of hu-
mankind,” Kerry told Wang.

“This is a matter of global
leadership,” he stressed, adding
that the world “really hopes for
that and needs it.”

“Our hope is now that this
can be the beginning of a new
definition of cooperation and
of capacity to resolve the dif-
ferences between us,” he add-
ed, noting that “we both know
there are real differences.”

ly cordial and consistent rela-

‘tions with China despite Wash-

ington and Beijing locking horns
over Taiwan and other issues.

He met his Chinese coun-
terpart Xie Zhenhua in Beijing
on Monday, with the two men
speaking for around four hours,
state broadcaster CCTV said.

Both countries “must take
urgent action on a number of
fronts, especially the challenges
of coal and methane pollution,”
Kerry wrote in a tweet after the
talks, —arp
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Kerry Chmate change threat to humankind

BEIJING (AFP) - US cli-

| yesterday that global warming
| represented a “threat to all of

 Chinese officials in Beljmg _
, ”Climate, as you know, is
hi- a global issue, not a bilateral
. issue. I¥’s a threat to all of hu-
mankind,” Kerry told China’s

_ mate Envtg John Ken'y said

‘ humankmd‘ and required
 “global leadership” as he met

top dlplomat Wang Yi, stregs.
ing it was “a matter of globa]
leaders}up il

"We're very hopeful thatth]
can be the beginning not just
of a conversation between een yo,
and me and us on the climate
track, but that we can be
change the broader TelationL

- ship, the world really ho pes f()r

that and needs it,” he ad

——
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New lava flow cascades
down Mayon; quakes spike

By CET DEMATERA _and RO_I-'!INI.»TK_ CﬂﬁBRtE.RA

New lava flow from Mayon Volcano that
cascaded 600 kilometers from the crater has
peen monitared. ‘ d

The Philippine Institute of Vol canology and
seismology (Phivolcs) said lava flows along the
Mi-isi gully in Daraga and Bonga in Lepazpi
City, on the other hand, redched 2,800 and 2,400
meters, respectively, yesterday. ]

Paul Alanis, Phivolcs resident volcanologist
at the Lignon Hill Observatory in Legazpi, said
the longer and new lava flows occurred during
three days of zero visual observation of the
volcano due ta thick clouds. :

#We failed to have a visual observation
of Mayon in the past three days... When we
measured the lava flows when the volcano
became visible yesterday, we collected these
new data,” he said. ' :

phivoles said the numkber of volcanic earth-

quakes increased again yesterday afternoon,
totaling 573. 3 }

The voleanic quakes have increased from
nine on Sunday to 184 on Monday and 267
early yesterday.

Sulfur dioxide emissions were also high at
2,212 tons compared to 1,689 tons on Monday.

At least 150 rockfall events and three dome
collapse generated pyroclastic density currents
were also recarded.

Alanis said the abnormal parameters indicate
that Mayon's unrest continued to escalate.

He said state seismologists continue to
analyze these parameters to determine if ther

explosion

Phiveles reiteraled its warning that since
Mayon is under Alert Level 3, hazardous eruption
is possible within weeks or days.

Evacuees’ mental health
Meanwhile, apart from attending to those

diagnosed with respirato rinfection
partment of Health]EDOHr)}said it wozish;]s?];
on the mental health of Mayon evacuees %

“We are set to maonilor the mental h.ealth
of those in evacuation camps since we have
not received any report on that yer, There
could be cases. But for now, we can‘t tell how
serious are these,” DOH Underﬁccretary Eric
Tayag said,

He said prolonged stay in evacuatio
can affect a person’s mental health,

“MNo one will be comfartable being in evacy.

N centers

‘ation centers since this is not their familiar
~environment, especially

are abrupt Chanﬁbﬁgb@_&mny lead té‘@ﬁﬁm

those who £
#mmediately go back to their normal r;V:fl?::eL?
Tayag said. : 5
He encouraged evacuees, es
nant women, to seek help wh
ence mental health problems.
Latest data showed that 5,392 familics of
18,326 people remain in 27 evacuation centers
across Albay. - With Rhodina Villanuey,

pecially Preg-
en they expeﬁ_
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: water Secu rlty The Benpres group e‘;entuall threw inf

: y threw inithe towel and
; ! b ‘Maynilad was taken over by the partnership of DM Con.
hanks to heavy rainfall in the ; sunji Holdings Inc. and Metro chiﬁc Invesptlhents C%ci'-rl;
past days, water supply rota- ™ I don’t know what miracle happened, but inno time, the
tion in wide areas of Metro {lees were laid in our village and for the first fime s:h\ce

Manila has been lifted, and water
for irrigation need not be curtailed.
_ Heavier rains ahead are likely due
to the start of El Nifio, which tends
to trigger extremes of whatever is the
pr;'g'yaj]jng weather condition. This |«

means no more water rotation during the rainy season,

but it could resume during tE_ie dry season when drought

is possible. .
One measure of the level of development in a country

is the safety of tap water. In advanced economies, you can®

drink water directly from the tap. If you ask for bottled
water, you will be given something fancy:like Perrier.
Until my college years, people could still drink water
directly from the taps of what we now know as Metro
* Manila. Bven in Parafiaque, where water during those
days had a distinct taste because it came from deep wells,
1 never got sick from drinking water directly from my
relatives” home taps.
When bottled water was introduced in Metro Manila,
many people asked, who would pay for drinking water?
And yet as water pipes deteriorated and the capital
region’s population surged, with no corresponding expan-
sion in potable water capacity, the safety of tap water be-
came compromised, and bottled water enterprises boomed.
The piped water network of what was called the NA-
WASA - the National Waterworks and Sewerage System
Authority - also did not reach many areas of the capital.
In the property development “projects” south of Manila,
people relied mainly on ground water extracted through
industrial-grade pumps provided by the subdivision devel-
oper, or on household pumps connected to storage tanks.
My house still has water pumps and a massive tank that
can store up to three days’ worth of the household’s regular
water needs. This was because we used to get only a few
hours of water supply, semeﬁmes only every other day.

The service under NAWASA'’s successor the Metropoli-
tan Waterworks and Sewerage System was so awful that
rivatization was gladly welcomed by people desperate
forimprovement. A study conducted by the Asian Devel-

opment Bank showed that the heavily indebted MWSS

serviced only 60 percent of its coverage area, with less than
half having 24-hour water service.

After the privatization deal was finalized in what at
the time was touted as the deal of the century, I got to tour
the water treatment facilities outside Paris of the French
partners of Benpres Holdings Corp., Suez Environment

and Lyonnaise Asia Water Pte Ltd. Benpres’ Maynilad had

won the concession for the west service sector,
J was told that the Suez group handled water distribu-
. at the time in Paris, where water from the tap is
pof to drink anywhere, Seeing how wastewater wag
sa sformed into sparkling potable water in that French
s a;ltment plant, I happily anticipated an end to Manila‘s

w ater WOl 3 ;

Disappcmtmgly, it took farever for the west zone con.
" onaire fo reach my neck of the woods. Apart from,
cess! rate issues, the west sector reportedly needed more
,;ol‘-_Posive work toinstall new pipes, which required righ.
XIECE agreements plus talks with local water service

Uf‘w. and hnmenwner ! acenciations.
ro\,,ders lers associatlo

* *

- floodplain around the lake.

eaving the city of Manila, I could again enjoy piped
around the clock at homs.:. J R 7

Even Maynilad and east zone concessionaire Manj
Water, however, - have their requirements for proﬁid?;la
optimum service. Under the privatization deal, the gmremg_
ment was su%);:jclased tobe in charge of providing the water
sources ~ including developing new ones - for distribut:
by the concessionaires. Ko : dlSt_nPutmn

I'don't remember any significant new watersotire .

L ource com-
ing onstream since then. Kaliwa Dam is bogged dm::lrin
all mrtf of co?htroversies that no administration can see,ﬁ
to resolve with a win-win outcome, to borrow :
Chinese phrase, i = favorite .

The Chinese come to mind because the w

! world
how they deal with opposition to the construction o?f;“ws. '
and other critical public infrastructure projects — wl'njf}lur'l :
to proceed as if the opposition is non-existent, and w, 2
anyol?lﬁ who believes otherwise, ey

This, of course, is not possible in our exube
racy. But such decisive moves by the state are p;?-tn;? ﬂimoo
peal of China (and Vietnam) for investors. Money doe . “
like uncertainty and indecision. Evenin our country, | k‘:ﬁn t
a m;r:l'nber of E::Inw irl:business andindustry who bel}eve (‘:-v
could use a firmer hand and a bi A

] a *a bit less demug,_-acy.

We can’t even stop the unending rag]
and construction of fishpens owned m?a?t?
families in Laguna de Bay, which h
siltation and massive flooding in wh

tion.activitieg
¥ by politica]
ave caused heay

at was originally 5

The siltation and use of the 1 . :
limited the possibilities of tapp?k; f}i);;?;:: cé'dmre ha\’e
freshwater source for Metro Manila and neighb £ 'Bay as g |
Manila Water taps the lake for au memaﬁ%n SR A,
Some experts have said our ar ipelago is i;,] d v
abundant sources of fresh water. What's | acki 5574 With
is eTf'i;iIdent water management. ng, they Say,
ose who see Kaliwa Dam and ot Mo
sources as a lost cause are looking instead ath hi&:set‘rfi’a]water
or community-level rainwater harvesting and waste e
recxf}hng as options. Yatey
faywater” for recycling is not supposed to ;
wastewater from l:oilets'andgkitchens‘ fgon’t ﬁol
thzse carc'; be 'segmgat}eld from wastewater from the
and garden; I thought everythi i
'septii: il 8 rything ended up in
Also, wastewater recycling is of course m; Xpens;
and could require treatment aggents whose effoergt: ond 4%
ingBWfte; £nd human health need deeper study. L
ut with water sources unable to k ace wi
tion growth, we have to be open to ml;’ oph'y;lth Popula-
As for harvesting rainwater, this was popul.:;: :
country before the arrival of piped water networks l»?hthe
are still old houses with concrete cisterns where e s
doing laundry, gardening and cleaning drivewy <" Of
stored. The water just needs proper containment g, YS was
it from turning into a breeding ground for m(}Squj};reVeIlt
I wonder if we will ever be water secure in my ufgff'
Andif will ever again enjoy drinking water direct frys S
tap in Metro Manila without worrying about develén .the
gastroenteritis, amoebiasis or, worse, cholera. Ping
. *

ncluge
W how
laundl.y
th& Same

R e
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Editorial
QC adimate leader
among world cities

ship in climate action, being just one of six cities
worldwide to receive a $60,000 (P3.3 million)
rant om the C40 Cities Inclusive Climate Action Cities
Fund (ICA Fund) to support local-level climate initiatives.
while the amount of the grant might seem rather modest
given the enormous scale of the need for climate action, the
recognition should inspire other local governments here in
the Philippines to ramp up their own efforts toward climate
adaptation and mitigation,

The C40 Cities organization, according to a press statement
about the grant awards, “is a network of nearly 100 mayors of
the world's leading cities working to deliver the urgent action
needed right now to confront the climate crisis and create a
future where everyone, everywhere can thrive. Mayors of C40
cities are committed to using a science-based and people-

 focused approach to help the world limit global heating to
1.5 degrees Celsius and build healthy, equitable and resilient
communities.” The major funding for the organization comes
from Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Children’s Investment
Fund Foundation (CIEF) and Realdania, and the group is
Jed by London Mayor Sadiq Khan and former New York City
mayor Michael Bloomberg,

The other cities awarded grants along with Quezon City
include Bogpté, Colombia; Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; Los
Angeles: California; Vancouver, Canada; and Warsaw, Poland.

with the grant funding, Quezon City intends to produce
interactive informational materials about the city's climate

ange actions, primarily aimed at children with disabilities
and other ytiulh. In a statement, Quezon City Mayor Ma.
osefind “Joy” Belmonte said, “I am proud to join other lead-
. mayors in the world in advancing inclusive and equitable
imate action with the support of C40's new Inclusive Cli-
ate Action Fund. In Quezon City, we recognize the need for
inclusive and accessible information dissemination that caters
t0 all residents, of _all backgrounds, educational attainment
and age groups, 10 !Jetter_ engage them in our climate action
ipitiatives. This project will help address this priority, putting
he needs of the youth and children with disabilities at the
forefront of its design and delivery.”

cl

UEZON City was recently recognized for its leader-

| of them offer support in the form of grants and evep,

There are several important takeaways from all of this, First,
Quezon City’s strategy of targeting youth is an effective Way
to gain public acceptance of changes in behavior necessa
to help larger climate change actions. Young people do not
have as many bad habits to unlearn as older generations, g,
good practices such as proper recycling and waste disP(;Sal
and conservation are not sacrifices or inconveniences for
them. And as anyone with children knows, a youngster ca
be a powerful influence on the entire household. z

Second, the recognition of Quezon City's efforts on 3 globg)
level reflects well not only on the city administration by, 3
the country as a whole. It is important for the Philippines ann
other climate-vulnerable countries to have a voice in glay
efforts to combat climate change, and recognition such ag t A
recently conferred on Quezon City only boosts our credibjy;.

Finally, the grant award should encourage other | lty,
government units to find ways to take advantage of t}o 5 ]
stantial support that is available for their own climag, ub.
sustainability initiatives. C40 Cities is far from being the >
or largest organization making climate funding availap) Oly
cities and local communities. The overwhelming maio‘iit;
technica: 2ssistance to local government units in deg; i 5
effective proposals. Initiatives that local governmentg Mjerd
want to pursue but are hesitant to do so because of the Bht
certainty of whether budget resources will be availab]e n:n-
not necessarily be set aside because outside support jg v:
likely available.

As we said at the outset, even though the particulay gra
awarded to Quezon City may be small in scale, its signific 4
is quite large. We congratulate the city government and May,
Belmonte for their work and the recognition it has receive'zlr
and we sincerely hope it challenges other cities, municipalitje,
and provinces to make their own mark in a similar fashions

ﬂuc
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JHON CARLO
C. SERAPIO

WITH all these things said, the Philippines has the
potential to be a global leader when it comes to tour-
ism and hospitality, But it will require continuous
improvement and commitment to standards. Are we
really serious about maintaining it? As we say. “‘qual-
ity has 2 cost.” How far can we go to maintain our

~ desire to protect the integrity of excellence? Allow

me to share what I refer to as the Three R’s for the
._continuous progress of our tourism industry.

Real investments and partnerships

We must invest in tourism drivers that can greatly

adyance the delivery of our services, such as accessi- -

bility, amenities, attraction, activities, and accommo-
dation. Palawan is positioning itself as the primary
cruise destination in the Philippines; to realize this
vision, it invested in ports that can accommodate
various types of cruise ships.

“They are ready to welcome small and big cruise
ships to their islands. Also, it is time to witness real
pa:mership and collaboration among the gavern-
ment, private sector, and local communities to ensure
sustainable and world-class Philippine Tourism, We
need to develop more community-based sustainable
tourism projects to provide opportunities for locals
without inflicting the environment. :

: Reputation Building

How do foreign tourists perceive us as a country?
What image do we portray in the international commu.-
nity that can boost their interest and desire to visit the
Philippines? Safety and security is an utmost concern

for any tourist. It is important to establish a solid brand -

that will not only promote the Philippines as a fun des-
tination, s We say in our tourism slogan, “It’s more fin
in the Philippines,” but a well-defined message that will
assure tourists of their safety and security,

P or

L

L3

Despite the_'many attractive attractions we can

offer as a destination, tourism’ products are highly
substitutable. Any negative reviews not adequately
addressed can result in tourists seeking alternative
options. We certainly do not want another Kidnap-
ping and terrorism story in the Philippines that spread
globally and almost crippled our tourism industry.
Rejuvenation .~ e
While preservation is a priority for natural at-'
tractions, it is important to note that too much fa-
miliarity with the destination, without any substan-
tial improvements over time, can lead to boredom, .
Eventually, this can result in a de-
crease in tourist visits. For instance,
in the case of Palawan, a tour guide .
informed me about the ongoing de-

~ velopment of new attractions, both |

natural and events, in the southern

- part of the province. This aims to.

spread the potential tourism oppor--
tunities across the entire island.

The rejuvenation process does not ;
disrupt the natural form of our coun-
tey’s flora and fauna, which is the dift
ferential advantage of our country.
However, introducing additional “at-
tractions” that can ignite their curiosity
can generate interest among tourists to
visit and explore the destination. |

. Recently, the DOT launched its
new tourism slogan, “Love the Phil-
ippines.” According to Secretary
Frasco, the enhanced slogan goes
to the very heart of every single _
Filipino with the distinct grace and
hospitality with which we welcome
Cvery puest that comes to our shore,

OUr communities, and our homes.

She added that “Love the Philip-
pines” recognizes our natural assets,
our long and storied history, and our
rich culture and diversity. The future
of Philippine tourism does not solely
depend on the key individuals direct-
ly responsible for its delivery. We are

I k) ‘ :
' the heart of Philippine tourism. Filipinos themselves
are the genuine gem of the Tourism Industry.

I started and will end this article with a question:
Are we ready to become the face of excellence in
hospitality and tourism in Asia? Think about it.

The author is a Doctor of Business Administrg..
rion student at the Ramon V. del Rosario College

" of Business, De La Salle University. He can

| reached at jhon_~@disw.edu.ph.

. The trr'gws expressed above are the author s and do
not necessarily reflect the official position of DLSU

 its faculty, and its adminisirators.
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' |Project Location |Barangays Bacong & Bayanihan_ Gutalac Zamboanga del Norta

MT - July 12 & 19, 2023 % g

L Dapartment of Enviranment and N Resotircas

: § ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU

{ R ?:’;Iﬁﬁ.'li ::m“h?r‘;'&-’?z‘;?n mqmun-tl&? %
'."F Vivtte: Wi snh goy gt Emadl fecontscnfiecls gow p ;

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT STATEMENT (EIS) of the proposed GUTALAC NICKEL
PROJEGT of the FLORJENMAR MINING AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION gmnc toba
lacated in BARANGAYS BACONG AND BAYANIHAN, GUTALAC, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE.

Notica Is hareby given to all partias who wish to give their opinion regarding the implemenlation
of the proposed GUTALAC NICKEL PROJECT to attend the Fublic Hearing on:

___Date _ Time T e Vg e e
26 July 2023 9:00 AM Coverad Court, Brgy. Bacong,
(Wednasday) Registration starts &t 8:30a.m. Gutalac, Zamboanga del No

The Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with the review of the EIS of the
afarementioned project by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Depariment

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).
The following is the project information: g
Projact Nama Gutalac Nickel Project

—

ect Type  |Extraction of metallic minerals

Project Area 114.50 heclares
Project Capac 500,000 MTPY FEUN 7Ly
Project Rationale | The mining industry. in the Plggfpint-.s is an engine for growth in tha local ang

] regional economy pravidi ical employment, infrastructure developmen,
= | |industeialization, and rural develepment that transform and create self-sustain
¢ communities. Thus, the mining cperation of FMDG s expected to gencrata
i the same benefits in both local and national economies. It aims that over the

life of the mina not cnly of Parcel 2 but of the'whola tenement areas assigned

*+[to FMDC thatthe communities will benefit from the mining-related programs

: and activities. i
Project [Components ﬁm-,___m._‘
Comj ks [Mining Area ; 81

i Stockpiles at Mining Area (High-grade, Marginalgrade, Low- 10
. . |amde, Topsoil) — |
& Wasle Dumps ]
| Mining Centractor's EquipmentiMolomoc] | 05 T
Camp Site/Mine Office (Officas, Warehouss, Core House, | - 262
Fuel Depot, Nursery, Assay Laboratory, Staff & Guesihouses,
e " |Recreational Aroa)
; A PieriCauseway 0.01
AFAN wpler Facililies (Stockyard, Multiourpose shed, Fuel Depol, 024
. |Securily Hauss, . y—
Stockyards & Drying Areas at the Port (SolarWind Drying Pad, 12
| Ore Stockya g Ems Area, Equipment ServiceArea)l |
Road Networks (Haul roads from mining area la porf, Broy. 10
{ Road from mining area to Brgy. Bacang, Access Ropads,
. |Campsite to mining area) e —
Source of power — 2 unils of generalor sets with 200 KVA capacity and 3
|units of generator sets with 15 kVA capacity for pumps and lgh'_"ﬂ._li 78
Source of water — nearby springs; approximately 80,000 liters per
~ |Peliution Conirol Faciliies — siltation ponds, waste dumps, fopsoll
i . |sockpile, oil-water separators, materials recovery faiity, hazardous
L~ |waste storage facility, septic tanks) o i
Proponent Flerjenmar Mining and Development Corporation q

—_—
All ig mr?ﬁuim o "“g: :fh? "i?ﬂ Iln “;:end or participate in these Public Hearings anaﬂﬁlupnmierahly
canfirm their atten ce/participation and iva their opinion(s) in a concisa r
the ENVIRONMENTAL IWP&OT A$E8$E3+ AND MéE’MEﬂT DIVISION (Elﬁ!pg 5
this Office lhrnu?n mail or email at oh, al [east threa (3) days befora the Pybjc
Hearing schedule. These who will not be abls to register or submit written positions may be .
given the opportunity to share their issues on the day cf the hearing itsalf.

The project’s EIS and Execulive Summary for the Public are downloadabla at our websitn:
www.aia.emb.gov.ph (Kindly access the Natice of Public Hearing/ Consultation fink found op
our websita) while copies will ba availabla in the following offices: -

1. EMBkRTeg{nn lll
urok Tugas, Balangasan District, Pagadian Ci I, No. (0B2) 945 3228
2. Gutalac Munh:‘i;al g‘all TRl ot
Municipality of Gulalac, Provinca of Zamboanga del Norta
3. Bacong Bnmn‘gny Hall
Brgy. Bawn@, utalac, Zambeanga del Norte
4, Bayanihan Igay Hall i
Brgy. Bayanihan, Gulalac, Zamboanga del Norte

For more details, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone number (02)
353?-;3?8 loc. 116 through the project case handlar Ms. Leonll Marie Gargar and Engr.
o lintan. i




