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Maynilild steps up woi^k fof water

●*?
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-f
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IT

^i-iu.r>naivSinL«>iwtoIHm'*p).N»"agsny,0iilsai>.baB"npeftot
ftHGATDam.sttiBHf"”', ijj^llMnthiJngsnitWrjhKlfMeflRestnK,
wHetjourafarMeii»« ■ ^^jg,„,r,j„hjBi«le<tTltpow«.TIiliteJew)lr
potaWawatettotheoP n,„,j,ijtyiheM«ii8peHfan
mertjaroondMpettcn wjitianaiy.ltlufiptrUiiiigaliMifMWproiIiiawly

wt.:S'"^ndTaBula«aa«lPamp»9ap™vin.e.,.^^^^^

Itiuppllcs

I company Is able to implement po*
table water reuse on a wider scale,

i three to five mote years.
He said after a meeting with

, .1 i officials of MaynUad that the com- it has another alternative supply
=%. 'if’EW Water, Maymlad water | panyl, stepping up ongoing worlts ] source-one that .s more rell-
Wk 9 C ● T ’ ra/->%rrlpH water, to construct more facilities in oth- able than traditional sources like
1^. U services Inc.s recycieawdtei, the Angat Dam and lapma Lake,
I I will cnnn rparh more customers -Reeling water Bke Mayni- which «n be afiected by droughts
I ^ly i nflYPr Ne,rw.fer is just one of die or typhoons that, in turn, affect
JL ^ in Parafiaque and three omer Strat<gi« w augment our water the avaiUhlbty of «a^ supply.
... , ^ *„ri arpa to reduce supply- Even Singapore Is using ^^ing reused water will

Cities within its concession area reprocess the erliance TO dMp wella
1 J /-»n thp supply ●u»edwatertomakeltpotab!e."thc for alternative supply, which will

customer dependence on UlC t'r / MNR-WBMOchief»aLd. uldmacelyhrlpwlththereplenljh-
r AntratUam. arentofgtoundwateriyiicnie,thuB

^^TllPr ' Angat-dependent population avoiillng Und subsidence and salt-
^m7PH Executive Director CURRBNTT.Y, Metro Manila’s es- water intniston in undcrotound

^rcm»r Axsc, d/scJueed cAe / rho source of water for j Rrowing populations increas- <'^‘lf”3"^lsesondicnate.blodlver-
pian,a..,/,ew..torirvei,,.vto^t / ° [ mg demand for water, plus the I sityandpoUution,
Dam compelled the National VJa- , water mihalive. the i strain on existing sources due !
t« Re^o'iTCM Board WWILB) on j ?,u told the BusinessMirror in 1 to pollution and climate-change Clean, SafElIrmtimg water
Sunday. July R, 202R. to reduce ; interviews, is just one of | effects, there is a need to eon- MAYNILAD guarantees the saf-n,
water allotatton for Melto Ma- . 3,.,-uategles to augment the sider using previously untapped of New Watw, wting that before
nilaandnearbyptovinces. i ,„«io from Annat Dam. the water ; sources—including treated used ,'^*P'PBd-indi^.

Because of the drastic cut in j f‘^?^f^„v,ichhasfellcnlol7Sme- I water—to augment available butioa. New tVato was sobje;.,^.
water supply, Maynilad announced , ‘’^.u.vcsealcvcl.whichisbelDw supplies for drinking, Jennifer wstita monitoring by all ;
that daily water inlcrruprion T® mn melcrsabovesealevclnot- Rufo, corporate communication Utingbodies, par^uLjtly the
would be implemented, affecling '^,r.raUnglevel head of Maynilad, expUlned to partmentofHealth (DOH).

stninoiu in thr Camanni-a area, I ^„|)ad’s New Water is a thcBusinfssMirrwviatmiaiJ. , Wuis thccountrysficct., _

ManiUandQueaonQty. .„irnme initiative," the DENR- *Smcc Maynilad’s sewage foray into po^le wate reuse.
Last vieck, the newly created djcf said, addtag it will. treatment plants reguMy coUecc rigorous '"onlto^g is necessary

Water Rei'uurtts Management ...OTnprit the water fiuppty far Met- used water from househoU^ and | |o ensure that all drinking quaj-
office (WRMD) of chi; Depart- Manila other than tapping from subject It to treatment so that it itypaiametersare roet and that no
mor.t oUnf f “‘1 the iaeuna dc Bay. He said the meets the government’s effluent conamina^ rrmain m the final

1 Rcsoiir^us (DENR) has mten- j-itj^iive ia a short-term solution standards,itacemcdlikcawasteof No™
ified its drive “'O"**'’''® that will avert anothai epUodc of resource to just throw that traated

■'"nnlinff to govamoient agen- * .-..rmlv ahortage espednlly used water to neatby creeks and Per Maynilad s proposed Hua-
!Pr '"fx l»p® f-,'.’.'?: : : iT^ew C^tenni^l Wa" rivers per usual practice. If this I “* To 2027. the

KS.ppst„-
r-sr »sp,r.v'-

water eoTmUR ‘

operate similar NewBy jONATHAN L MAYUGA Water facili-

stie said all fou, Njw ! around 2.472
Treatment Plants should he ‘un
«d running-Within the n«tfiv^

I

aquft New
’’f Plant serves

. . _ 5®rvife connections
i TTiBarangaysSanDionisioandSan

i l9'dtQlnPar4naquBacy.The2,474
we service connections currently bo-

slartoner^f! .i.“ and ‘"8 served with New Water supply
<l»wl^n2M3*n°‘’-®‘"'^®lenzu. ifo facility In Parafiaque is
thecefou,NeviWatefS,*‘“'’®‘’ ?"'yaroundaiCpetcenCofM.iyoh

'*E^W^'“a9 '“^'‘“TaUustomerbase.
' enourt , » we can tully ceallae out
custom^ ● J^PPV Wme qq^ \ ^ efuild »dAitl0fval N»w'^roets, she said. ^ \ t«iU«e> to the other ci.lt.

To recall, DOH granted a per-
operational nermit t„ i ^ !>eneficiaries

Mayrtlad’s New Water facility Z j T"" ^^^.ooa poop!
ParaAaque last month, which 'ao. i ®‘'®ycars,-shesaid.
i^M '^nr”'“P“>''*®*I»''slonof f ● Manila conces-
itsNwWaterproject. I of MWSS are supposed

● Inn I the successful dI- i *^® gattmg 46 cubic meters per

fotirnplanieatatlonofourpotable 1 CCMS) from Aagac Dam.
Ma«; a" in ParaAnque ?*''« 4.00“ MI.D, Of this
exoanri^hW eventually ' MLD. Maynilad’s share it
tribuiion dls- percent or 2,400 MLD because
to more x*r!., supply Rhasabiggercustomerbasethan
vion * aaiH o t '^‘thin Its conces- o'hcr concessionaire.

However ,i, x '""g« Mayn‘fod ««iv«
●*“ld only iAni ^’ayoUad '« rightful share of 2.400 MLD
where thcTomn ** ’*●
mentplantshit"^?.”,!'^®®**®*'' ®amtain 24/7 water services
'^unie-jirKe It it ,u. customers. However, the
^?t we collc-c 'jTTisticcut In water allocation for
drinking water," onvert to Metro Manila has become a pe-

ri,«if°'' P’®"® in other am,. 'Tmnlal problem, especially dur-

“‘'“-"'■"-"fers ,

ia

I

● nwnent to

e over

nsgu.
D«-

●evercu
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J , long «A8on
of drought, as the water level at
Angat rails way below the nortiral

' operating level.
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iviovuit Inayawan, iii Asean Heritage
Park, is Maranao’s sacred mountain

Bv|on\tu/ujLm

M
OUNT
,, ^ >"»y«wan

heart of kw I'-’T
fV^inv ^”86 Natut»l
(MIRNP). the S3rd A=«n
P*rk (AHP) and the
protected area to h
distinction

B'ing an AilP. MIRNP is esl’”*'''
'*Perlc

ii

awan

'pjfoch
country

earn'.

to

ncu 3 rigid managed**'*'”'
"'Ith Its protectors

'^P'city.boildingseminarsaod*”''''
"SPhatwiIlfu„h„boostltiP»««-
‘‘on and

eitnu,

conservation.
5etr«MriHrepre5tiit*dbjDr.ArvinC.Dleiine«(righ»J.»CB<Ji(€clei —
sfBi»<fiiinlt|rKi9Ml<dgeMiaajtaiJ!lD«pirtMent.uin4To'Last forest bastion'

CONSIDi;REDae‘Uatfoieiibi»tI«'*’
and critical watershed ares in I.anso
del N

wesrthsuidQBc
ipedesflUBdInMIlUl'usr

inunkipallty of Nuiiunean and the

province of Lanso del Nncte.
Given chat economic activities

need to he anchored on the enneept o(
nature-band soluli

services provided by intact blodlvcr-
stiy and habitats wilt be

protection and conservation cffocto

of government autborities and the *

local people.
Lim

paitment of Tour ism play significant
in strengthening the MIllNr

management plan by formulating a

compcchcnslve Information and edu
cation campaign with ari ecorourisni

plan in the pack,
ortho parklrrir. various communica- "Its rnonoRemCTt wdo robs ope-
lloh. education and public awareness ' dfic in the direction it is planning to

take in terms of the type of tourism

development It iSRoingtopursue This

will help ensure proper management
and higher quality tourism product.^
and services.” she said.

f>he said there is also a need for

permanenr parkstaffaswellas to re

inforce the technical knovrledge and
Information of the Protected Arcs

Management Board <PAMB) (or bet

ter implementation of local polici
and legulatioiis.

Also critical is harmonizing local
deuelopmentp!ansvis-a-visihcob)
lives ofthepnrk management through
the help of the PAMB.

cvaluatlnnswere heldfromlJecember

12 to 15. 2021-
Lim said the UIRNP was dr dared

AKP on Kovember 1, 2023. dur

ing the Seventh AHP Conference
hosted by the government of Indo-

The launching tn the Philip

held only In June-owing

Withthcdedi ilioiioflheMlRNP

larch and development,
whether biological, socio-cult utal. or

ethnological, wlUbe part of the
agement plan (or MIRtJP.

The studies will be sources of in

formation that will help in the effec
tive inanagemem and conservation
of the AHP.

'ACB, as the AHP Secretariat, will

provide the necessary support for the
pack's conservation efforts

The ac Her. plans contain specific,
measurable, attainable, relevant and

time baaed action plans for
effective i

vatlon

she said.

The ACB, as the node for rcgl
implementation among AMS, en
sures th.at the park management
plans arc aligned with the
global hindiver.siry target under the
CBD. called the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework, (or
enhanced,tansboundaryconserva-
t on and Rov^tnant^,
*hep«mitd out,

Ah there
, '"■*P*oBruni5 under

AHPstha.wlllelevate.beeconomic
Hrine'Tl'’''"'*' “>*nmuni..ea

8 within and adjacent tn ,hrprotected -- "

aaanAKP,
one province, MIRNP is the

only primary remaining and largest
rainforest dominated by dipterocarp
species.

more

pUmeDtatmn of cons«i*an

ihceco&yaU* te* in the AllP sites:
ATca.

protected arc,'wi"„^'^"“‘'
byhumarwthatd" a
needs,” lu!said ^ "'^“''Rfotbasic

It contains a high diversity of flora
and fauna in the province, according
to the Asean Centre fot BtodiTCf*'*V
(ACB).

ained by ,1

pines was

VO pandemic restrictions.

Home to diverse fauna—

ing species like Philippine eagle ao<l
Philippine deer, and tare spec'** I****
«he Mindanao flying squirrel, scope
owl. white collar kiogCiaher, Rostan
hombill and Mindanao warty pig

of the Keyltiodiversicy

(KBA) »n the region.

new

What Is an AHP? id the DENRand the De-
MationaUCl)
ACCORDING'

i' government
local

‘hAmbola.il.en^ig^.
- “*d the concerned

already
‘“●taining

conservation of

AHP.5 are 'protected areas of high
conservatlonloiportance, preserving
in totsl complete spectrum of repre
sentative ecosystems of the Asean

id In

rolleiuuring the effective and efficient
management of this
the AHP network.” Lim explained.

ACB will likewise promote the
vironnientalandcultutal significance

addition to

Sovernment
supportive in
the

Units a

terms ofregion."
They are efllabUsbed with the aim

ofjl»nar«incar»x»-'»w>r*~"-P'“'-
hp^datiBn,ai)oycnentindcociscjva-
tioti of Mean's irch natural heritage,
through a te^oiial iwUvotk ol tepic-
sentatlvc protected areas, and ot fos-

coUahoration among AMb

P'otectionaad
●he MIRNP.

MIRNP is

Cultural agnificance
THlinalur,i)|
role In the cult

All
'We are

“Pectlng that this
port IV,/; fontinue.'fcc added

Currently, there areonlvltf
guards, or Bautay Gubat. proter*'MIRNP. ‘

park plays an inipoitaiit
-uralandhistori

velepmcnt of Lanao del Norte, as U
displays a strong association
●he Islamic Maranao
the lake and its

octiTcly, she added.

'More importantly, ACB will be

strengthening the cooperation of the
AHP network lu align its goals with

global biodiversity targets
of the Convention on Biological Di

versity ICED], or the Kunming-Mon-

trtal Global Biodiversity Framework

which willbe the road map for present
and future ections in the AllPs,” she

pointed out.

port
ilde-

Prormsingecotourisni
destination
according
promising ecotouristn dcstinatioit
not just owing to its dense forests

of iU several lakes and

ing
ter greater

[Asean member sutcal tn preserving
fheifsharednaturalh«riUge.”Umsaid.

First conceived in 1073. the AHP
IS created through

ACB, MIRNP is ato
com rnunilie.s,

surrounding foreete,
the

Ambolasaidthcnuinberi
to protocc the

IS
enuugh

tivkf h. destnic.human .ichviti-. k

Armed For
chilippines
In the area.

Lii said. area

MIRNP Protected Area
inteiident Ismail Ambola
●nore than

Superbut because

waterfalls
●MIRNP is ● pritnary

water supply not just (or the imme
diate communities surrounding it
but also (or irrigstion and potable
water to Kapatagan Valley, the rice

of Lanao del Norte," said
Director Theresa

icneProg

the Asean Declaration on Heritage
mber29,

said it j]

* natural park for the
Maranao people.

'Mount In

PPmo Na

tes of the

officials

source of
NParksandReserves

198<1, with 11 protected areas listed
as origin*! AHPs,

Additional AHPs

«d bar
ea

»yawan is a sacred

- center of belief

people,”

iKRoavla email

he said, is

●'“Wing and Illegal louoin

Cunently, MIRNP has

Incteaseifthelevelof
const rmtio

mountain and the
of ihCapacity development

THE ACB, lugelher with its develop
ment partners, has been facilitating

the rotiduct of capacity devcIupinvuL
activities forAHPmanagersand staff,
Lim said.

ACB organizes conferences, holds

promotional activities and (arilitates

coordination among AHP managers

to strengthen the parks as a regional
network of protected areas.

"Tliv ACB alsu cuiiducU ptugtam-

maric training courses for enhancing

the management and conservation

skills of protected area workets,”
Lim

were added In
e Nunungan Maran

●old thcBUSlNESSM
on JulyJ2

December 2003 and the network
has sine* grown ot a ottal ol 55 as of

ao
BC-

granary
ACB Eaecutive January 2023.

MIRNPhecameaprotecIfdarea by
virtueofProcUmation 1344, s. 2007,

—jnnJiilvOU.PUOY.Hhr-

famTa’lcglsla'C'J protected area with
rsigningofRepab.icAaU038,or
the Expanded National Integrated
p,oiectedArcasSystem<6Nlpas)Act
„„ July 24, 7017, The ualura:
Lersa.otalof4.236.19 hectares.

annual

< needs to^BtingthesymboloftheNunungan
theirlif bteame
●hcir1.fvb«au..ontsp,ovi,ion,Thi

ingmodetheMaranao
nl'let living adiacetit
‘"Pportthe

Utmost protection
and conservation
according
tatlon of the '
"■toe ih,

PWettion and .

P^^eetcdaiea.

era 0* stakehold-
●totioFother.^

Mundita S. Lim.

It has lakes and hidden wa.erfaUs
ndedbylushfoiestvegetotion,

‘Highly promoted' Protcecionond

●n he enhanced.LIM said someAHPshavcbcen highly
promoted in all ol lliv ACB's

municatjon channels and knowled

piuducts.

"The AllP.s received technical
training, partklpaiionlnAHPconfet-
cnccs and related

are

thinkitou

et feet selling for camping, nature
dmoiintaintrek-

He
Ptoudlysjid thatu

Ptotcctcd areas the '
otcupani. or ’household
'cgislated

nlike other

MIRNP has

- v-'lchla the

com- commu

to the MIRNP
ap

tripping.hathinga
king -ideal sites (otecotourism.

g* no

P'otccKon of the srea.

protected area."
The bufferi ]>ark

AHP process tncanwhllc. arc
occupied by Mara

Currently.hesudii^p

WanagcmcmOtfjceisconOucHngtwo.
filuigand appraisal of *Uga,^ p,,^
org«isationforri,edevelopme„7ofl
Biodlvemuy-Frieadly Enterprise

●This program will

u-econoimtcoDdlttonofthecom-
'nun.t,esthroughUupW„ti„g«,.
nomic acHviaes th« are ccologicilly.

lespoiisible.”

ictings, learning
r'lsits toother AHPs, even livelihood

aa the nan
toiijQiunlties.IN 2021, ACB, which serves

Secretariat of the AHP
received the nomination ot tn

(romlhcDENRBiodivereilyManage-

●« Ambola, ,he decla-
MlRl-JP

●n ensure the

rotcccedArea

TN*- - - activities from

enhancement programs,” Lira said

She added llial there

partnerships with academic and
search institutions for joint research
and field visits, revision of their

speclive management plans faciti-
toted by the ABF Committee and the

AHP Secretariat.

as an AHP be-

utmost

tonservation of the

lid active

re*
variQU^

building to promotional
enhanced protected

..Sgemenl and slrenglh-
el network of protected

merit Bureau (DMB).

Following medlflcarioos in fiela
evaluation in light of the pandemic
and travel rcstricHoas, ACB held the

with two local biodiver-
from the Philippines. In

.i,.jtionwiththeBMB,field
clos*"'"'

Involves

capacity
activities
area ‘t’^”

Efonomte opportunities,
management plan
THE ACB recognizes the signifitancB
of the area as an opportunity to con
tribute ot the economic growthaflhe

te-
soclo-

evaluadoi enedreg'o-
Lim said.

socially.-and fultur.rlly
Ambofa aid.

areas.
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Survey confirms fast-disappearing population
of critically-endangered Irrawaddy dolphins in Bicol

THE dolphin survey team was composed of spotters from lESM; the BFARS-Fisherle? Pmt
and Law Enforcement Group; the BFAR-Fisherles Resources Management Section*
Ateneo de Naga University Institute for Environmental Conservation and Research'

with its shallow depth, a wide range of
salinities, and presence of nearby offshore
islands," Aragones explained. '

The lESM researchers and the Bureau of
FisheriesandAquaticResourcesRegionalOffice
5 (BFAR5) were motivated to organize the

dolphinsurvey afterconducting key informant
interviews in October 2022 about a stranded
Irrawaddy dolphin reported as a bycatch in '
Augustofthesameyear,UPD-CSSci-Commsaid

The team covered a total area ofabout 680
square kilometers. In terms of travel distance
they covered a total of 335 km in 23 hours'
spreadoverfourdays,withtransectstraversing
the shorelinesoftoWns in Camarines Norte
Camarines Sur.

Seeking refugein San Miguel Bay
ACCORDING to Aragones, not onlydothese rare

. sightings of Irrawaddy dolphins confirm their
existence in San Miguel Bay.Theyalso indicate
that only a few of these dolphins are left.

It is mostlikelythatthe Irrawaddy dolphins
are using the offshore islands in theSan Miguel
,Bay as a refuge area, and that there is now
probably much less food for them there since
it is one of the most over-exploited fishing

and the

-MMRCL PHOTO

NO sooner has their existence beenconfirmed that the rare Irrawaddy
dolphins (Orcaella brevirosths} of

San Miguel Bay in Bicol are already at risk
of dis3ppe^^'^9 region, said the
University of the Philippines Diiiman-College
of Science Science Communications {UPD-CS
Sci-Comm)-

Irrawaddy dolphins are characterized by
dark-blue backs and palebellies, with

grounds in the countrv"ArAnnn
Healsourgedthecrearrr^^P’-^*"^d.

with BFAR5 on the protectLn anri"

^ ' already talked with RFAnr.;
Director Ariel Pioquinto about
MiguelBayagaintoensure rt ,
dolphins' habitat; he sairi ‘o! '

local irdt^es'l'’''''^ *'
national laws regarding '*‘ing

The dolphin survey Lm
of spotters from iesm- the read ^DiPosed

, T^toction and Law E t?''-f"^ories
the BFAR-Fisherles Resou ces Za"*
Section, and the Ateneo k ^'"^D^oient
Institute for Environmental
Research, UPD-cs ScifnJ ^""^^fWlion

«^“PopulatioSZ;"“,
'h^;hilippi„es„nbetrt^ dolphins
°ond in Palawan and tt t Z
Negros Occidental area. ^ '’''°‘'^oimaras-

oray ec
● ^ i^jgh tolerance to various levels of salinity
that enables them to live in areas where salty

ter and freshwater meet—such as in theseawa

mouths of rivers and bays,
are among the world's mostThey , . -

dangered dolphin species, indicated as
: on the Red List of the

anden

critically endangered
international UnionforConservationofNature
iUCN). They are also considered critically
endangered by the Philippine Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

and

in

A mission to find live Irrawaddy dolphins
jn San Miguel Bay ir^ Bicol led scientists from
the UPO-CS Institute of Environmental Science
and Meteorology (UPD-CS IESM) to validate
the existence in the area of this critically-
endangered species during a recent dolphin
survey conductedfromJuly6to9,2023,UPD-CS
5ci-Comm said.

Efforts to locate
Ifrawaddy dolphins
l-plE team, led by IESM Prof. Dr. Lemnuel
aragones, who is also the head of Marine
j^gmmal Research and Conservation
Labotatory (MMRCL), sighted two Irrawaddy
dolphins—one near Apuao Island and
pother near Canimog Island, both in the

Raters of Mercedes, Camarines Norte.
"These dolphins prefer brackish waters
King the San Miguel Bay area an ideal

pljeeforthe Irrawaddy dolphins to thrive,
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Disaster resilience: How soon

recover from disaster is important
we

n Che past few days, heavy rains caused flood-
' ing in many parts of the country due to tropical
I depression‘'Dodong.” The floods did not only

cause heavy traffic that extended a usual short
trip to three hours, these also caused damages to
crops and property.

Meanwhile, Mayon Volcano’s restiveness remains
under Alert Level 3, with very slow effusion of lava
flow extending to kilometers, and more than 200
rockfall events recorded by the Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology.

Because of the country's geography, Filipinos
are no strangers to natural disasters. “The major
ity of the counti^'s total land area and nearly tiiree
fourths of the Filipino population are vulnerable to
multiple hazards, such as typhoons, earthquakes,
floods, storm surges, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions,
and landslides

on the country's risk index.
Thus the need for disaster resilience.

How fast communities can bounce back from the

datnages caused by a tropical depression’s heavy
rainfall, Mayon Volcano’s present state of restive
ness, and other natural disasters, is what disaster
resilience is about. Resilience is the ability of a

community to cope with, adapt and recover quicldy
from the impact of a disaster.

National Disaster Resilience Month (NORM) is

observed every July throughout the country since the
signing of Executive Order No. 29 in 2017, renam
ing the National Disaster Consciousness Month and
shifting its focus from disaster awareness building
to disaster resilience.

One of its objectives is to create awareness

through activities related to building of disaster re
silience covering the four thematic areas: disaster
prevention and mitigation, disaster preparedness,
disaster response, and disaster rehabilitation and
recovery.

Creating awareness is important because disaster
resilience cannot thrive as a reaction to a natural
disaster. Acting now to be prepared for disasters
builds a community’s resilience.

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Man¬

agement Council (NDRRMC), composed of
government agencies, is the lead agency a
to develop a National Disaster Risk LcluctTon Man
agement Framework (NDRRMF) to nroviH^.^
con,pr*=,,sive, all-baza,ds, nu,la-°o‘ “nf,1' “

observance is "BIDAngPiliDino’ year’s
S

of this y w r'' ’’''tl f'"-ioE the laanching
pine B«1 Crass*,, the Ph||,p"
of humanitarian assisnn!- worth
disasters in Cebu Th '" families affected
and repair of houses and"f “1^
empower families to tSSS "

the diS'r^respSj^LbTt^
niont offices, volunteer g oinslnriorganizations. groups and private sector

units h'Jd'lctSes m

Office CDRRMO)

lauiiched the observance by distribmi ^
for their employees to create disls^
plans for their families. ^'=>aster preparednes“

■The approved NDRRMf e„vi<.u
disaster-resilient Filipino

sustainable development ,in,i “"’'‘‘‘'t'nities toward
shift fron, a reactyera ,

ienS“Hry.Si!:^-Sdlsas.e„es,.-
your vehicle. As the experts^reU >n
builds resilience, or the Sbili^?' prepared
from a natural disaster ^ ° recover quickly

several

g

by

according to a World Bank report
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Making ‘disaster resilience
and future-proof real If:

r^en the conversation turns to

sustainability and ESG agen
das, we'l! often hear terms

such as disaster-reduction,

disaster-resilient, and future-proofing;
as all three form part of the framework for
how corporations involved with property
development in this day and age, should
responsibly think, and operate. But the
sad truth is that it’s easy to play lip service
to the concepts, and then discover that a
huge gap exists between intent and action.

Bridging this gap is of the utmost im
portance in a country such as our's. And

let’s keep in mind that while it’s challeng
ing enough to be doing this when spealdng
of one residential tower or office structure,
imagine how thornier and complex the
problems and concerns get when one is
talldng about a community, or a sizable
horizontal development.

I mention ‘'of the utmost importance”
because the Philippines has long been re
garded as a nation that's calamity-prone,
and vulnerable to natural disasters. The

World Risk Report of 2018 placed us third
among highost-risk countries; thanks to
the regularity of volcanic eruptions, earth
quakes, and typhoons leading to floods.
Our rainy season officially began about
a month ago, and Metro Manila dwell¬

ers are only too
familiar with how

a strong down
pour will clog up
our sewers, cause

flooding, and sty
mie traffic.

The unabated

movement to ur

ban centers, and
to coastal cities

and towns

acerbate the perennial issues of proper
garbage collection, efficient sewerage,
and danger of flooding. Unless we retrofit
cities for resiliency; or from the ground
up, create sustainable cities, we’ll always
be looldng at patchwork solutions and
stopgap measures.

All developers Itnow this, and it often

becomes a question of how strongly will
they make sustainabiiily part of their op
erational DNA. In the case of SM Prime
thanks to the firm belief in a sustain
ability philosophy among those that lead
the conglomerate, disaster risk reduction
is one of the core strategies. On a regular
basis, a significant lo percent of capital
expenditures is dedicated to incorporat
ing disaster resilient features in all SM
infrastructure.

HEARD IT

THROUGH THE
GRIPE-VINE:
OUR NEW

ABNORMAL

\ij

PimiPClHINJIENG
ex¬

catchment basins; as

they champion disas
ter resilience via flood

prevention. SM malls
have been recycling
used water for de

cades, and tlie treated
water is utilized in

watering landscapes,
water closet flushing,

and A/C operations. In
SM Baguio, the ele
ment of circularity
was further enhanced,

as SMCity Baguio be
came the prototype

for rainwater treatment - turning
collected rainwater into potable water

for cooking and cleaning.
This innovation becomes impact

ful as one recognizes how this stored
rainwater can help supply the mall
with its operational requirements

for potable water. As
the rainwater treat

ing facilities are in
troduced to other SM

Malls, it’s impact of
helping conserve the

municipal water sup
ply for the citizenry,
becomes part of just
how responsibly SM
views it’s role in the
community, and how

it finds ways to give
back.

If it’s about ‘‘walking tlie wallc” as
well, it’s good to note that Hans T. Sy
is an adoTowledged leader in the pri
vate sector when it come.s to disaster
resilience initiatives, and was elected

twice as a board member of the Unit

ed Nations International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) ARISE
International Board. He’s now co

chair for ARISE Philippines network,
and concurrently co-chair for the
Private Sector of the National Resil

ience Council. SM Prime is also a main

partner of the Women’s International
Network on Disaster Risk Reduction

(WIN DRR), which seeks to empower
women to attain leadership status,
and enhance their role in decision

making in disaster risk reduction in
the Asia-Pacific.

In over 25 SM Malls, and in
their office buildings and SMDC
Residences, you’ll find rainwater

drinking the water from the SM
basin,.now treated and made potable. catchment

tainability dream Jh I
City projects are ra’isiJ^
sustainable develonm ^

of “creating sustainsh?"®'^ scenario
the groundup ^tom
t'nd nature can thriv^ m
connected habitar?i‘ ? ‘°g®ther -
"lodes that highiiju?®^ ^tavel
active transport Ic●s^^h
ventilated building ^ "aturally
locally, and inteu£nV^'®^
tarns that are r?Sh^""F
And it’s abom^—^

- s ren3. minimizing waste
strengthening a local ci

.j

I

sys-

and

circular/i
economy,

are the bestAERlAl VIEW OF Mall of Asia: Developing a sustainable com
munity.

en.
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Slieii Liabricants

waste managetnent

' ’. V

TO reduce plastic waste and promote / T'
orculat solutions, Shell, Lubricants

launched Shell Lube Recycle, a col

laborative sustainability project that
enables customers and partners to

participate in responsible plastic waste
management and recycling.

^ The project will initially roll out with
Green Antz as one of die many partners

in the pipeline and will be piloted in
Mega Manila.

Customers are encouraged to drop
off their used lubricant bottles and

pails, as well as other plastics, into
designated bins-located in strategic
collection sites with partner auto

vYorltshops and car dealers such as
Autocasa and Car Doctor in Quezon

City; Foton Motor Philippines Inc.
in Pampanga (Clark), Valenzuela
Qity, Laguna (Sta. Rosa), Pasig City,
and Cavite (Bacoor); and CheryAuto
rtiilippines in Pasig City and Cavite

(iiacoor),
'The plastic waste colleaed will be

recycled into other useful materials,
sOdi as eco-bricl<s, which aresturdy and
durable bricks made from compressed

plasticwaste These dan be usedforbodi
residendal and commercial construc
tion, like the commercial building of
the Shell Mobility stadon in Plaridel,
Bulacan launched in 2021.

It?-*'-

11 Jackie Famprca, vice president
of Shell Lubricants Philippines
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

●- During die MOA signing ceremony
in Taguig City, Jackie Faraorca, vice pres
ident of Shdl Lubricants Philippines,
highlighted the inidadve's alignment
with Shell's commitment to promodn,
waste management.

"We recognize the need for a fon-
damental shift in our approach to
waste producdon and management,
whicli inspired our Shell Lube Recycle
program that we are launching with
Green Antz as the first of the many
patoeiships in store for this inidadve
Uts aeate a more sustainable foture
for the next generadons to come bv
convertmgplasdGwasteinto somethin^
useful," said Famorca. ^

Moreover,diisinidativeismsupport
of government policies that pro^
themaeaseofrec>dingrates,mcluX'
the Extended Producer Responsibili ^
(EPR) Uw. F^nsmUi

8

g
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Water supply cuts on hold;
MWSS cites ‘rain dance’

er releases from Angat Dam,'By Joi'deene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare		 Maynilad said in an advisory on Waterwo^ Metropolitan

Saturday, a relief for consumers, System (MWSS^
particularly in parts of Caloo- dance” performP^h,,
can, Malabon, Manila, Valenzu- members nf th. some i6
ela, Navotas and Quezon City. montado m ^|^^agat-Re-

On July 12, Maynilad started Angat area
cutting supply due to the decreas- worked ^PPeared to have
ing water level at Angat Dam in
Norzagaray, Bulacan, amid the

dry spell attributed to the El Nino
weather phenomenon.

About 591.000 customers
have been affected by the
vice interruptions.

Maynilad’s announcement

suspending the supply cuts

, deities of the Dumagat-Re-
ontado ethnic community must

he smiling on Maynilad Water
services Inc. as the company will
cuspend until today. July i6. the
Dlanned supply interruptions
fn its concession area that are
‘ nposed to last as long as ii

and affect over half a mil-

The

m

Call to‘ancestors’
im happy to

lieve that the ancestors hearn
theyperformerarSrd’
Monday," MWSS admin^t'"^
Leonor Cleofas ^
interview on

su
say that I be.

hours
lion customers.

“The rains over Ipo Dam
watershed brought by Tropical
Depression ‘Dodong’ have been

the effect of low-

our

ser-

on

rator
^adio

said in a
Thursday.mitigating

had been asked to perform a rain Water Co
dance, along with other rituals,
to induce rain for Angat. Such
rites were also done last year.

social media post, the
of Dum-

ftf ^hare
Manila Water
liver normal

With El Nino’s return this But with
year, the National Water Resourc- ing in the r ^ 'vithout fact
es Board recently reduced its raw of Luzon some
water allocation to the MWSS to rains late hea\A
48 cubic meters per second from low nrp«,/^^ tn
52 CMS. This was after the Wa- Storm "Dod^^
ter mark at Angat Dam dropped xhe
below the minimum operating prnvpd
level of 180 meters. f^o

170.48 m on
m on

In 3

xAVJ^S said a group
^ r Remontado villagers per-

a rain dance near Angat
lit week for the replen-

°hment of its reservoir, which
nfies about 95 percent of

®Zro Manila's potable water.
?This ritual holds deep spir-

. , cianificance for the indig-
‘“nus immunity, marked by

.Trs to natural spirits and to
supreme deity, Makade-

* forming thecoreofthecer-
” he MWSS added.

"‘"This was not the first time
;"he Duroagat-Remontado

arid
So

fat
continues to

supply.
Reduced allocation

de.

Or.

pour slightly i
® ^^ter levgj

weather bureau^ ‘he

lITl^

to
Water from Angat is split

between Maynilad and Manila
that

a. inq
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Bamboo hilVs passage
in Senate gains support
THE Philippine Bamboo Industry

Development Council (P6I0C) has sent
a letter to Senate President Juan Miguel the nursery, and eventually transplant-
Zubiri, asking that more stakeholders be ing them to denuded areas within the
allowed to physically attend hearings on Marikina Watershed, as part of refores-
the "Bamboo Biiras a means of rallying

support for its approval.
In an interview on Saturday, PBIDC

Executive Director Rene Madarang
said stakeholders want to show

support for the immediate passage
of Senate Bill (SB) 605 or an "Act Insti
tutionalizing the Philippine Bamboo
Industry Development Program."

The Dumagats are paid regular wages
for growing the bamboo propagules in

tation efforts to support the watershed's

continued viability, said Madarang.
Zubiri, who authored SB 605, said

that the Bamboo law enactment"will

create among the biggest agriculture '

industries in the country."

The bill is touted as being aligned
with the Marcos administration' s

aim to speed up econoinic develop
The House of Representatives recently ment, create livelihood and cushi"

passed its version of the proposed law, vulnerable poor populations from
which promises various fiscal incentives climate disasters."

Six other bamboo developrnent-
related bills will be deliberated I
the Senate next week, alf of which
help strengthen the PBIDC's mandate
and allocate more resources to this
Department of Trade and Industry-
attached agency. ^

"There is a lot of potential in the
local bamboo industry. CurrentI
are the fifth-largest bamboo,

in the world. With smart planni

and malasakit (concern), especiafiy ^
our bamboo planters, the Philippjj^p° ;;
bamboo industry could be a behemotf
a few years down the road/'Speaker '
Ferdinand Martin Romualdez said in

/tdditionally, bamboo plantations statement after the appro'val'ofHou
^jll be accepted as loan collateral in Bill 7941 in May. ^

Under the measure, the PBIDC shall
be tasked to create the Philippine Bam’
boo Industry Development Program '
to include plans of actions and.proje'rt
for the scientific propagation, develr
ment and management, procession

ed from security cutting, harvesting and utilization, business develoompnr

nsporting permits, he added. commercialization of Philippine
"Developing the bamboo industry and bamboo products

^ill not only help investors, but it House deputy sneaker
,onuses steady eranomic benefits to ogracias Viaor Savellano, vice chaise, ■

planters a well, be said. „f ,he PBIDC, said he hopes m ^
He cHecf as an example the two be ratified within the

bamboo nurseries in the municipality of "Itisimperativethatthein rii.ct l '

Rodrign^^ (Joffnerly Montalban), Riza! so natural to us Filipinos can be ir
province- which are already providing sooner. It has been waiting for
income to members of the Dumagat time now to help our poorL '
tribe, thanks to a partnership between tion,"he said in a prevLs '
the PBIDC and the Rotary Club. ^ ^^^atement. ●

lOQ

'5f

to investors engaged in the cultivation
and processing of bamboo into high-
value finished products;

Madarang said SB 605 will also serve
to fortify the PBIDC's policymaking role
in creating community-based enter

prises that will have sufficient supply
of quality materials and produce new
products from research and develop
ment-inspired technologies.

If passed, furniture manufacturers
will be mandated to use bamboo on at
least 25 percent of their raw materi
als inputs as part of an aggressive
campaign to promote bamboo as an

alternative to hardwood.

hpo.n iif
wilC

*;●

V- We -J;
®><Porterv
mg %>

■ i:-.

e -

government-owned and -controlled
financial institutions, while planta
tion developers and bamboo proces
sors will have priority access to credit
and guarantee.

Bamboo plantations will be exempt- op-

tra

oo

Will
year.
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Editoria
Looming water crisis
needs audacious plan Laguna Lake

Tl\e government should look more closely at Laguna de Bay pl^
to ensure adequate drinking water supply, at least for Metro ManiT
and adjacent provinces, should include rehabilitating that lake ^
As many people know, Laguna de Bay is one of the large

freshwater lakes in Asia. It can hold around 3 2 billion cuV ^
meters of water. The lake has a total area of 352 square kil

meters and an average, depth of about 2.8 meters As tho '
characteristics suggest, Laguna de Bay is a hUmongous
riaturally-m.ade water impounding resource "

Manila Water'Coy 'alreadf tap's'the lake to'Vapply hbu,.
holds in Its concession area. But Laguna de Bay might be ^
ter appreciated if the water was not so murky be™ use of

erosion and pollution. Worse, the lake area may be shrink!
if reports of unauthorized reclamation are true -

Rehabilitating Laguna de Bay should not only be a nati. ,

pnonty but also a matter of self-preservation for those in m

Manila and surrounding areas. Of course, the Philippines hi m °
lakes, but none as vital to the seat of government
The Marcos administration should take a page so to .n. i ,

Rodrigo Duterte. The former president closed Boracay Man^-
six months m 2018 for a massive cleanup effort
Admittedly,cleaningupLagunadeBaywillbemorechalle ●

because of its size, and the coordination needed to
complex issues will be difficult. For instance, past atteImT“
illegal reclamationwere stymied in court Also
am needed to build more sewerage treatment plant
effluent from residential areas, informal setUers
located around the lake's 220-kilometer shoreline ^ ®dustne

Moreover, the authorities need to improve the h u
of the lake. They should revisit the need to drldget ^"Pa«ty

and, more importantly, political re«nl ^ u "'^'ssive reso,7

Marcos will take up this challenge ^°P®fully, p,„.. , Ces

HnPFFULLY the recent rainfall mitigates the water short-Shl Fuiptos were warned to brace for later ffiis year
hfcause of *e El Nino weather phenomenon. But even
, -ki,, n.itrome, bolder moves are needed to break

ith the best possib u ^ages and avert a future catastrophe,
^.^cleofseasona wa-s oriages^^^ “f'he problem and has
The to address it. Earlier, for instance,

taken many initi himself acknowledged there
president Ferdinan announced the creation oTthe

already a gment Office, ft will coordinate the wa-
i^ater of various government departments,
ter policies looking to implement old laws meant

Marcos the water supply. In a recent video

- ' said the authorities were looking to capture and
^ater in "large impounding facilities."

stoi”^ been built under Republic Act 6716, which was
Those That law mandates the Department of Public Works

g^acted m j^ rainwater colledors and water wells and reha-
and HiS^'^^^Qiiti^ineverybarangay(village)aaosslhecountiy.At
t^ilitate simua administration is lookingto implement that law.
least now, the continuing projects started by the Duterte

Tlie govemm ^ ja^y the controversial Kaliwa Dam project
administration, P Once completed in 2026, the dam is expeded to

pizal liters ofpotablewaterto Metro Manila residents,
upp'y The aging Angat Dam supplies the bulk of Metro

”°'u' -nking water supply, along with groundwater in
Manila'® Tiis But with the water level in Angat running
The P’‘'‘'°^,Lrities will be reducing supplies to utility firms

the auth , farmers who also rely on that
’’.“Tion As President Marcos pointed out, Filipinos

5f“^‘Iuch on aquifers, and more needs to be done to
elY d laximize surface water resources,
Toteot and m initiatives taken by the
P The awarene ^^e gravity of the situ-
autl’“l';lilent Marcos should do someth.ng audacious to
ctioPjjI the country into action.
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EQUIPPING YOUNG ONES

TO BECOME ENVIROMMHMTOiS

V

Teaching the children to become eco-conscious individuals will help them
develop sense of environmental responsibility at an early

to

age

rIN today's rapidly changing world, It is im- Connect with nature
portanttolnstill asenseofenvironmental Encourage children tn ^ .●

responsibility in the younger generation, outdoors and explore CoHaborafo,
Being conscious ofthe environment plays a By fostering awe and apnreci!.tTnn ' and Mm schools
pivotalroleinshapingasustainablefuture develop a deep-rootedxonn ecrr; and n wifh
fortheplanet. , . ^^e^^ot'^ated to protect the envimnm^n? L9^^'2ationsDrom^?-^^‘^cornm,,n-

By nurturing these values in children at ^ ^environment, education ®nvlronm^^'^^
an early age, they can be an Inspired gen- Educate through storvtellinr, )^?^><shops, environ^®
eration of eco-conscious individuals who Utilize storytelling to ImoartlnSH ‘""^'atives raisi^n clubs^ 'b

^'°But how exactly can children be taught inte?artiveexpTrier^ces^“^^^^^^^ stewa^s®""'"^''®''' envi%^jji''<i-en
»n'a=r“-™ ^

SSH"”SS?ss"
ways
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awaots PaBace push on water den’t
Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri on Saturday said the Senate

was not keen on working on the passage of law creating the
Department of Water without a push from Malacanang to make
.t one of the priority measures of the administration ZuSd
Congress has to get the assurance that its efforts will not be i^
vam ™th a possible presidential veto as the executive dep^ent
has ^ready shown reluctance over the creation of morfag^eT
and fatten the burgeoning bureaucracy. “With the Sn?em of the

[Department of Budget and Management (DBM)] about rightsiz
and^he n ™ ^ ifs the DBM
and the Department of Finance that makes a positionX chmre.
of creaung the DWM becomes bleak, and it ^ just a w2te ?f
our work m Congress if the President Just vetoes it," he said "If
we have an assurance from the President that it will be
then definitely we have to supported

approve it loo percent,” Zubiri added.
—MELVIN GASCON
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^l EAMUP DRIVE- The PhUlDPine Chamber of Commerce Industry CSR

Committee, led by '^schairman Nora Lacuna held a cleanup d^^^^ left)"Jvith ov^ 25
ieach a'°ng joined thrcleanup project, which yielded more
volunteers frorn the PCCl Secretariat w I ^ reduce the cohform level
than 50 bags of -af swimming as well as raise awareness of the growing

g°a?bS"problemIffe^^mg the beaches around Manila Bay and encourage all businesses add
?he public to be responsible for garbage disposals.


