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DENR official bats for more mineral processing 
plants 
 July 10, 2022, 2:19 pm 

 
MANILA – Former Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting 
Secretary Jim O. Sampulna pushed for the establishment of more mineral processing plants 
and utilization of rare earth deposits to help increase the country’s mineral production and 
revenue generation. 

“Mineral processing plants make the mined mineral ready to use for application. For example, 
limestone, if processed, will become cement, which is ready to use for construction,” 
Sampulna cited in a statement on Sunday. 

“If we have more of these plants and more minerals will be processed in the country, then its 
value will increase even more than 100 percent, and lesser raw materials will be shipped out 
to other countries, like Japan or China,” he added. 

The DENR-Mines and Geosciences Bureau has so far issued 108 mineral processing 
permits, most of which are for construction materials. 

Likewise, Sampulna proposed the identification of rare earth elements (REEs), such as 
scandium and yttrium, in operating mines. 

Sampulna, who was the former DENR undersecretary for mining, said that these metals are 
essential parts of many high-technology devices. 

“The Philippines is conducive to these minerals. It could contribute to the national government 
through the identification and utilization of these commodities. To date, there are only a few 
operating mines which have identified REEs,” he said. 

Sampulna cited that a proposed iron mineral processing plant in Zamboanga had its 
groundbreaking ceremony on June 18, to support the DENR’s initiatives toward self-utilization 
of mineral commodities in the country. 

“We hope that investors will push for the opening of more processing plants in the 
Philippines,” he said. 

He also assured Filipinos that the DENR will continue to strengthen its regulation and 
monitoring of mining operations to ensure sustainable and responsible mineral production in 
the country. (PR) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178614  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178614
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Cordova mayor inks EO prohibiting floating, 

fixed cottages in town’s coastal areas  
By: Futch Anthony Inso - Multimedia Correspondent - CDN Digital|July 08,2022 - 08:19 PM 

 
Cordova Mayor Cesar “Didoy” Suan has issed an EO prohibiting the construction illegal 

structures like floating cottages or cottages in the legal easement or within coastal areas of 

the town. | Futch Anthony Inso 

LAPU-LAPU CITY, Philippines — The operation of  floating and fixed cottages in non-build 

zones along the coastal areas of the municipality of Cordova will no longer be allowed. 

This developed after Cordova Mayor Cesar “Didoy” Suan issued Executive Order (E.O.) No. 1 

which prohibits the operation or construction of these illegal structures along legal easements 

or within the coastal areas of the town. 

EO No. 1 specifically is an order prohibiting the construction of all illegal structures such as 

floating and fixed cottages along the legal easements and/or within the coastal areas of the 

Municipality of Cordova. 

“WHEREAS, it is observed that structures including floating and fixed cottages are constructed 

and operating indiscriminately in some areas of Cordova without any permits or clearances 

from the Municipality of Cordova to do so. The same is detrimental to the environment and a 

blatant disregard of the rules on the legal easement and other government laws for that matter,” 

Suan’s EO stated. 

Suan issued the EO after the Sangguniang Bayan passed a resolution regarding the matter. 

Councilor Lemuel Pogoy, chairman of the Committee on Environment, told CDN Digital that in 

January this year, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) had already 

sent a letter to the town regarding the operation of these cottages. 

Pogoy said that the DENR reminded them that the floating and fixed cottages in Barangays 

Poblacion and Catarman were built in a non-build zone. 

“Because it violated the 3-meter easement zone and the 20-meter easement zone adopted for 

urban and rural areas,” Pogoy said. 

Aside from this, Pogoy said that the area where the cottages were built, which was in the 

famous “Bora-bora”, was a navigational route for pumpboats and passenger vessels and these 

would pose to danger to cottages customers. 

Pogoy said that the EO would stop any ongoing construction of new structures/cottages in the 

areas. 

“Atoa sad meetingon kanang mga nag-operate ron diha kay eventually, wagtangon gyud na 
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Pogoy said that the EO would stop any ongoing construction of new structures/cottages in the 

areas. 

“Atoa sad meetingon kanang mga nag-operate ron diha kay eventually, wagtangon gyud na 

sila kay no-build zone mana nga area,” he added. 

(We have to meet with those operating (floating, fixed cottages) there because eventually, they 

would be cleared there becaue that area is a no-build zone.) 

Pogoy also observed that floating/fixed cottages in the areas had no proper comfort rooms and 

that human waste would be flushed directly to sea waters. 

The town is concerned also with the cleanliness of its seawater and the regional health unit is 

set to conduct an inspection and water testing. 

“Nindot paminawon pero huot na kaayo. Naay daghan nag-construct unya mangrove area baya 

na diha,” he said. 

(It is nice to hear but the area has become congested. There are many structures being built 

and that is a mangrove area.) 

Pogoy said that they would also be investigating reports against cottage operators pretending 

to be a resident of Cordova by using dummy persons or names. 

Although Pogoy admitted that the tourism industry in the town might get affected by the new 

policy, he believed that they could still attract tourists in other ways while preserving the 

environment. 

“Dili ta gusto nga mapareha ta niadto sa Boracay nga daghang illegal structure nga gipang-

guba kay hugaw na kaayo ang ilang dagat,” he said. 

(We don’t want to expereince what Boracay went through where several illegal structures were 

destroyed because these had affected the cleanliness of the sea.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/452047/cordova-mayor-inks-eo-prohibiting-

floating-fixed-cottages-in-towns-coastal-areas  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/452047/cordova-mayor-inks-eo-prohibiting-floating-fixed-cottages-in-towns-coastal-areas
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/452047/cordova-mayor-inks-eo-prohibiting-floating-fixed-cottages-in-towns-coastal-areas
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Diokno wants LGUs to participate in Marcos 
admin’s program vs climate change 
July 10, 20222 min read 

The recent flash floods in Banawe town in Ifugao province have been entirely blamed on climate 

change. (Photo: Guru Press Cordillera) 

By Tracy Cabrera 

MANILA — Expressing support for the regulation or taxing of the consumption of single-use 

plastics as among the country’s contributions to the global movement to reduce pollution and 

adopt more sustainable practices, newly designated Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno is 

urging local government units (LGUs) to participate in helping the new Marcos administration 

to reduce the country’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

In a statement, the former Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) governor before his appointment 

as finance chief said that LGUS could play a broader role in the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions by teaming up with the national government in implementing ‘green’ programs, such 

as reforestation and the rehabilitation and development of mangroves as well as transitioning 

to clean and renewable energy sources, to name a few. 

“At the same time, LGUs should scale up efforts in adaptation, in light of the increasing 

vulnerability of coastal communities to extreme weather events. Another key factor is mobilizing 

climate finance through the ‘Green Force’ or the Inter-Agency Task Force for Sustainable 

Finance that was formed during the Duterte administration,” Diokno opined. 

The Green Force is co-chaired by the secretary of the Department of Finance (DOF) and the 

governor of the BSP and is tasked to implement the Philippine Sustainable Finance Roadmap 

(PSFR) with the goal of bridging policy and regulatory gaps in promoting sustainable 

investments. 

“I go along with the commitments of the previous government. But I think, to be more specific, 

as you know, the Philippines is probably one of the most vulnerable with respect to climate 

change and so it’s in our own interest that the movement towards climate change should be 

supported. We should think of some measures that we can do to reduce pollution,” the finance 

chief enthused. 

He added in conclusion that the proposed Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) bill, which 

will mandate large companies to adopt and implement policies for the proper management of 

plastic packaging wastes, has been transmitted to the Office of the President and is awaiting 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-program-vs-climate-change/
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He added in conclusion that the proposed Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) bill, which 

will mandate large companies to adopt and implement policies for the proper management of 

plastic packaging wastes, has been transmitted to the Office of the President and is awaiting 

Presidential approval. 

(ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-

program-vs-climate-

change/?fbclid=IwAR0sM6QNDwnEZsjLtpvXQKqD7nq10vj9iOEFYI4n14eAUDdQcjw4eUR

8Gww  

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-program-vs-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR0sM6QNDwnEZsjLtpvXQKqD7nq10vj9iOEFYI4n14eAUDdQcjw4eUR8Gww
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-program-vs-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR0sM6QNDwnEZsjLtpvXQKqD7nq10vj9iOEFYI4n14eAUDdQcjw4eUR8Gww
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-program-vs-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR0sM6QNDwnEZsjLtpvXQKqD7nq10vj9iOEFYI4n14eAUDdQcjw4eUR8Gww
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/10/diokno-wants-lgus-to-participate-in-marcos-admins-program-vs-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR0sM6QNDwnEZsjLtpvXQKqD7nq10vj9iOEFYI4n14eAUDdQcjw4eUR8Gww
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Environmental advocate kay Marcos: 
Kontrobersyal na infra projects busisiin 

 
July 10, 2022 @ 1:30 PM  18 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines- Hinikayat ng isang environmental advocate nitong Sabado si Pangulong 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. na mag-isyu ng moratorium sa ilang kontrobersyal na infrastructure 

projects na umano’y makaaapekto sa kapaligiran at mga lokal na residente. 

Sinabi ni Leon Dulce, national coordinator ng Kalikasan People’s Network for the Environment, 

na dapat busisiin ang mga kontrata at kasunduan upang maprotektahan ang mga Pilipino. 

“Ang panawagan namin ay kailangan magkaroon ng omnibus na moratorium sa mga identified 

talaga na proyektong mapanira at madaya. Magkaroon ng moratorium until such time mareview 

ang contracts, agreements,” ani Dulce. 

“Hangga’t hindi magawang ang tama ang independent review talagang malulugi lang tayo if 

mag-proceed ang mga proyektong ito,” patuloy niya. 

Kabilang sa mga proyektong nabanggit ni Dulce ang Kaliwa Dam Project sa Quezon province, 

San Miguel Aerocity sa Bulacan, Pasig River Expressway Project, at Manila Bay rehabilitation 

project. 

Matatandaang pinuna ng community at environmental groups ang mga proyektong ito dahil sa 

umano’y negatibong epekto nito sa biodiversity at kabuhayan ng mga katutubo. 

Gayundin, hindi sang-ayon ang Kalikasan sa plano ni Marcos na rehabilitasyon ng Bataan 

Nuclear Power Plant. 

Ayon kay Dulce, ito ay “image building” lamang dahil ang planta ay itinayo ng kanyang ama. 

Nanawagan din ang grupo kay Marcos na ipatigil ang maintenance ng kontrobersyal na Manila 

Bay Dolomite Beach. RNT/SA 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/environmental-advocate-kay-marcos-kontrobersyal-na-infra-

projects-busisiin/  

 

https://www.remate.ph/environmental-advocate-kay-marcos-kontrobersyal-na-infra-projects-busisiin/
https://www.remate.ph/environmental-advocate-kay-marcos-kontrobersyal-na-infra-projects-busisiin/
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EDITORIAL - First water, then fire 
The Freeman July 10, 2022 | 12:00am 

 

In some ways this can be considered a continuation of the editorial the other day about our 

flooding problem and the drive to make Cebu City advanced, like Singapore. 

It is pretty much obvious we have a perennial problem with one element, water, what with the 

constant floods we have especially during the rainy season. However, we may also have 

another problem involving another element; fire. 

Just after the massive floods last Wednesday, fires hit different parts of the city last Thursday; 

the first was in Barangay Quiot early in the day while the second was in Barangay Lahug later 

on that night. 

There was another fire that day, but this one happened in Barangay San Roque, Talisay City, 

so it doesn’t count because it is outside the city. 

Then just yesterday another fire hit the Department of Labor and Employment building in 

Barangay Kamputhaw in Cebu City. 

Fires are now becoming more common outside of March, which is usually designated as fire 

prevention month. We really don’t know if these frequent fires are a result of the world getting 

hotter because of global warming, or if more and more people are just losing common sense 

when it comes to fire safety, or for other reasons. 

Needless to say, if Cebu City wants to be like Singapore it should also be ready for fires to 

break out at any time.  

Prevention is always better than cure, and this applies to fires as well. However, there is just 

no teaching some people about fire safety. Despite being advised otherwise, many of us 

choose to build our homes --even entire communities-- so close together. Many of us obstruct 

passageways with parked vehicles, businesses, and even entire buildings. As for electrical 

misuse? Never mind. 

We Filipinos just don’t have fire safety in our DNA. 

Given this, the best way for us to fight fires is to always have a firefighting force that has all it 

needs and when it needs it. One that doesn’t have to buy, beg, borrow, or steal for what it 

needs. 

 

As the temperature soars, so will the risk of even more fires. And while the worst of floods may be 
seasonal, a fire can strike anytime. It’s only a matter of time before the next one. 
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As the temperature soars, so will the risk of even more fires. And while the worst of floods may 

be seasonal, a fire can strike anytime. It’s only a matter of time before the next one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/opinion/2022/07/10/2194426/editorial-first-

water-then-fire  

 

https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/opinion/2022/07/10/2194426/editorial-first-water-then-fire
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Angeles City turns plastics into brick pavers 

 
C H A R L E N E  A .  C A Y A B Y A B  

July 10, 2022 

THE city government here has turned plastic waste into brick pavers. 

 

The recycled brick pavers are made from plastics collected through the city's "Walang 

Plastikan: Plastik Palit Bigas" project, using the city’s shredding machine. 

The project, which was launched by Mayor Carmelo “Pogi” Lazatin Jr., on January 2022, has 

already collected 720,003 kilos of plastic to date. This is also equivalent to the kilos of rice 

already exchanged by Angeleño households. 

 

City Engineer Donato Dizon has shared the sample of finished recycled brick pavers via the 

City Information Office official Facebook page. 

 

According to Dizon, only trained employees from the City Engineer's Office and the 

Environmental Management System are assigned to make the brick pavers. 

Dizon said the bricks will be used in local infrastructure projects, particularly on the sidewalks. 

 

The "Walang Plastikan: Plastik Palit Bigas" project, which is being overseen by Chief Adviser 

IC Calaguas, is ongoing via schedule. 

 

There are redemption trucks plying throughout the 33 barangays, and a redemption booth was 

also established last June at the city hall. 

 

During the initial implementation of the project, rice cookers were donated by Engr. Dizon, 

Calaguas and Executive Assistant IV Reina Manuel to encourage more Angeleños to 

participate in the project. 

 

Upon sharing photos of the bricks, positive feedback were received from the residents of 

Angeles City, citing waste segregation, reduction in the use of plastic, and the continuous 

assistance to put food on their tables. 

At the time of this writing, the Facebook post has 2,600 reactions, 241 shares, and 114 

comments 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934422/pampanga/local-news/angeles-city-turns-

plastics-into-brick-pavers  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/705/charlene-a-cayabyab
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934422/pampanga/local-news/angeles-city-turns-plastics-into-brick-pavers
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934422/pampanga/local-news/angeles-city-turns-plastics-into-brick-pavers
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What is this crater-like formation that was spotted 

in Davao City? 
Published July 10, 2022 10:22pm 

A crater-like formation in Davao City has become a curiosity online after airplane passenger 

took a photo of it midflight. 

According to an episode of “Kapuso Mo, Jessica Soho,” the photo was taken by Frank Yves 

Pacatang, who frequently flies between Cebu and Davao. 

The image shows what seems to be a crater covered with trees and plants. Pacatang learned 

from a commenter that its location is in Barangay Bato in Toril, Davao City. 

The KMJS team visited the area and was greeted by a cliff. A restaurant overlooking the 

landscape sits on the edge of it [cliff]. According to Eduardo Comidoy, a resident of the area, 

people live  on the ridge and basin of the crater. 

Water is abundant, so residents plant rice, vegetables, and fruits for their livelihood. Comidoy’s 

family, meanwhile, owns a swimming pool that they rent out to holidaymakers. 

“Ang tubig sa pool namin ay nagmula sa paligid lang. Merong bumubulwak na tubig diyan, kahit 

saan,” he said. 

(“The water in our pool just comes from around here. Water just sprouts anywhere.”) 

When heavy rain falls, the water level gets very high and sometimes landslides occur. Huge 

noises also echo in the area. 

What could the “crater” be? 

“You can have ‘yung mga sinkhole pero ‘yun kasi, mostly mga carbonate rocks. Pwede rin 

‘yung mga impact craters,” said Jyreen Penaloga from Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources - Mines and Geosciences Bureau. 

“Pero so far, wala naman silang nakitang mga old parts ng meteorites. So the only possible is 

isa siyang very, very old volcanic feature,” she said. 

(“It’s possible that it’s a sinkhole but mostly it’s just carbonated rocks. It can also be an impact 

crater. But so far, they have not found old parts of meteorites. So the only possibility is it’s a 

very, very old volcanic feature.”) 

Penaloga said the area is not listed under active volcanoes or potentially active volcanoes. 

Valerie Shayne Olfindo, a research specialist at the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 

Seismology, said the landscape is a low-relief volcanic crater or Maar. It is a low volcano that 

is formed due to phreatomagmatic eruption. 

“‘Yung Banud crater po ay hindi kagaya ng Pinatubo at Taal na merong continuous na supply 

ng magma sa ilalim. Usually crater lake 'yung nafo-form,” she said. 

“Hindi po dapat mabahala ang mga residente na malapit sa Banud crater dahil napakababa po 

ng posibilidad na pumutok.” 

(“The Banud crater is not like Pinatubo and Taal which have a continuous supply of magma 

underneath. Usually what is formed is a crater lake. The residents don’t have to worry because 

there is a very very low chance of eruption.”) 

 

Residents in the area, however, are thankful to be aware of the possible dangers, however 

small. 
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Residents in the area, however, are thankful to be aware of the possible dangers, however 

small. 

Barangay captain Alfredo Cabreros said they will be ready to evacuate the residents in case 

an emergency situation arises. 

“Siguro kapag mapatunayan, susunod kami sa utos ng gobyerno na lilikas kami. Pero kasi wala 

itong mga sulfuric element na makikita since bata pa ako,” Comidoy said. 

(“If it’s proven [to be a danger], we will follow the government’s order to evacuate. But there 

has not been a sulfuric element found here since I was a child.”) 

—MGP, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/837617/what-is-this-crater-like-

formation-that-was-spotted-in-davao-

city/story/?fbclid=IwAR0F8LhEt0oRXdCKsIWcUdb6xVPcUt-

7s3PmuI9xcRmnMp72DMU2GB3zYb4  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/837617/what-is-this-crater-like-formation-that-was-spotted-in-davao-city/story/?fbclid=IwAR0F8LhEt0oRXdCKsIWcUdb6xVPcUt-7s3PmuI9xcRmnMp72DMU2GB3zYb4
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/837617/what-is-this-crater-like-formation-that-was-spotted-in-davao-city/story/?fbclid=IwAR0F8LhEt0oRXdCKsIWcUdb6xVPcUt-7s3PmuI9xcRmnMp72DMU2GB3zYb4
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/837617/what-is-this-crater-like-formation-that-was-spotted-in-davao-city/story/?fbclid=IwAR0F8LhEt0oRXdCKsIWcUdb6xVPcUt-7s3PmuI9xcRmnMp72DMU2GB3zYb4
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/837617/what-is-this-crater-like-formation-that-was-spotted-in-davao-city/story/?fbclid=IwAR0F8LhEt0oRXdCKsIWcUdb6xVPcUt-7s3PmuI9xcRmnMp72DMU2GB3zYb4
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Insurance summit on climate change 
INSURANCE INSIGHTS 
By Herminia Jacinto July 11, 2022 

THE Insurance Institute for Asia and the Pacific and Insurance Philippines held their 2nd Virtual 

Summit on June 22 and 23, 2022 with the theme "Climate Change — The Role of the Insurance 

Industry and the Public Sector." Climate change may seem to be a jaded topic in various 

forums, especially those conducted by the insurance industry. On the contrary, the topic is 

always relevant as it affects our daily existence. Typhoons, floods, earthquakes and volcanic 

eruptions are events that happen or may happen whether we like it or not. 

Invited to this summit were speakers representing global organizations and projects like the 

World Bank, the Earth Security Group and Project Oasis. Updates on local initiatives, both the 

public and private sector, were presented by speakers from the Climate Change Commission, 

the Department of Energy and Arise Philippines. 

I would have wanted to share with the readers some of the interesting and informative papers 

presented but since we have limited space, I will just highlight some of the valuable takeaways 

from their papers. 

Almost all speakers talked about the research and data analytics of the various events or 

disasters that were caused by climate change. Very useful information that will help people, 

governments and the private enterprises cope with these disasters, and look for the necessary 

protective mechanisms for themselves affected to recover from their losses. These 

organizations offer their assistance in research, loss analysis and estimation, development of 

insurance products and risk financing. 

An interesting topic to me (a longtime insurance person) was the topic "Insurance Underwriting 

with Nature" presented by Mr. Alejandro Litovsky, the founder and CEO of Earth Security. Their 

studies show that there are local protective measures that can be done to provide protection 

for disasters like typhoons and floods. That in the Philippines, mangroves are 50 times more 

cost-effective than building a concrete sea wall over a 15-year investment! The Philippines has 

many strategic places with mangroves and coral reefs that can prevent or reduce flooding. The 

experts advise that there should be programs that will protect and strengthen the ecological 

systems of the country. It may be worthwhile for all the insurance underwriters to visit the 

website of Earth Security and read their paper on Underwriting with Nature. Our Climate 

Change Commission should include these in their key projects and flagship actions which are 

food security, water security, and ecological and environmental stability. 

One speaker mentioned that disasters threaten public finance and power, and the way to go 

for some countries like the Philippines is through risk financing. There should be enough data 

to support the funding requirement and how the funds will be distributed if the assistance is 

given. They want to make sure the funds reach the intended beneficiaries. The LGUs (local 

government units), down to the barangay (village) level, can be the designated distribution 

system since they know the immediate requirements of their units better. The municipal and 

city governments should consider climate change as one of their regular functions and not rely 

solely on the provincial and national governments to take care of climate change-related issues 

and problems of their localities. 

Statistics all over the world show that there is a big gap between actual losses from 

catastrophes and insured losses. Initiatives by insurers and reinsurers include research and 

development of risk models and solutions. The Philippine National Reinsurance Corp. is now 

in collaboration with Project Oasis which intends to provide solutions and products to lessen 

 the impact of climate change in the country through the use of risk assessment models 

and software. 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/herminia-jacinto
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the impact of climate change in the country through the use of risk assessment models and 

software. 

There is an abundance of solutions provided by experts in climate change globally. The 

challenge is how the Philippines can use these models that can be used to build its own 

infrastructure in risk protection. Climate change and its impact on the country's resources 

should be a priority item in the plans and programs of the new administration. Budget should 

be provided for an organized system of disseminating information to the local governments and 

make these accessible to every Filipino. 

Ted Torres, a veteran journalist, now semiretired but devoting more time to several advocacies, 

was at the summit and his reaction to the papers was: "We should declare a climate emergency 

to give it the attention it needs!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/11/opinion/columns/insurance-summit-on-

climate-change/1850499  
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Under attack, Masungi rangers live to fight 
another day for the forests 
J U L  1 0 ,  2 0 2 2  1 0 : 0 0  A M  P H T  
I Y A  G O Z U M  

 

Conservation advocacy has become a matter of life and death – both for the workers and for 

the country's natural resources 

RIZAL, Philippines – One Saturday afternoon, Kuhkan Maas was preparing to rest after a rainy 

day’s work when he and his partner, Melvin Akmad, heard a rock hit the wall of the ranger 

station inside the Masungi Geopark in Baras, Rizal.  

Maas asked Akmad to turn off the lights. They were afraid another rock would be thrown inside 

through the jalousie windows.  

Then there were gunshots. Akmad was hit on the head and there was blood on Maas’ neck, 

spreading fast on the back of his shirt. He felt dizzy. They called the other forest rangers near 

the area, and in half an hour or so, help finally came.  

When the other rangers arrived at the scene, they found Akmad and Maas outside the station, 

with Maas kneeling beside a mango tree.  

This incident happened on July 24, 2021, and news about it broke as soon as the next morning. 

To this day, however, the culprit has yet to be identified. 

A ranger’s work 

A month after the incident, Maas went back to work. A typical day for him as a ranger inside 

the Masungi Geopark includes patrolling the forest grounds, planting native seedlings, and 

looking after them day and night.   

Inside the geopark, located a few kilometers down the more famous georeserve, rangers like 

Maas are the ones who plant native trees like bignay and banaba. The geopark is the newest 

project of Masungi, where restoration efforts are ongoing. This is where visitors hike the Legacy 

Trail and plant seedlings. 

He has been doing this work for the past decade, yet in all his years as an environmental 

defender, he had never encountered such violence until the incident that one afternoon in July. 

During his interview with Rappler, Maas wore a printed headgear around his neck, hiding the 

scar where the bullet was surgically removed. From afar, the scar looked like a birthmark. 

Despite the attack, Maas said he did not see himself leaving his job anytime soon. Hailing from 

Cotabato City, the young Maas was invited by his cousin to transfer near Manila and get a job 

as a forest ranger. 

 

Source: 

 

https://www.rappler.com/author/iya-gozum/
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INSIDE MASUNGI GEOPARK. Kuhkan Maas shares his experiences as a forest ranger during an interview with Rappler 

in December 2021. 

Now he has a family in Baras. Even after the shooting, his wife did not dissuade him from 

continuing this line of work. She could only ask him one question: “Hindi ka ba natatakot (Aren’t 

you scared)?“ 

“Kaya ko pa naman (I can still do this),“ Maas answered.  

“Masaya po ako sa trabaho ko po na mangangalaga ng kalikasan. Kahit nakakatakot, 

ipagpapatuloy ko pa rin po,” Maas told Rappler. (I am happy with my work protecting the 

environment. I’ll continue doing this even if it’s scary.) 

He said he looked forward to the day his toddler grows up and sees all the trees he planted in 

Masungi. 

But the future in this line of work is often uncertain. Maas and Akmad’s incident is not an isolated 

case: Since 2013, the Philippines has consistently topped the list of the most dangerous 

countries in Asia for land defenders. The country’s environmental defenders, scientists, and 

forest rangers are at risk whenever they’re out in the field, especially those working in areas 

where illegal logging is rampant. 

A solitary journey 

In its 20-year conservation history, Masungi has had to deal with countless threats.  

Ben Dumaliang, the founder of Masungi Georeserve, is no stranger to the menaces of the job. 

At 67, Dumaliang has dedicated a third of his life to Masungi.  

When Rappler first saw him during a visit in December 2021, he was weeding out stray plants 

near Silungan, the waiting area near the trailhead of Discovery Trail. On his other hand was a 

copy of the plan for the Masungi Geopark Project site, which they submitted to the late former 

environment secretary Gina Lopez after her visit in 2017.  

“It is a solitary journey,” Dumaliang admitted when asked about the hazards of the job. 

“Especially because we are the only party that is hindering vested interests.” 

What protects them now, at least, is the attention they’ve been getting from around the world, 

said Dumaliang. The georeserve won the 2018 Pathfinder Award Special Commendation and 

was recognized by monthly magazine Vanity Fair.  

Masaya po ako sa trabaho ko po na mangangalaga ng kalikasan. Kahit nakakatakot, 
ipagpapatuloy ko pa rin po.” 
K U H K A N  M A A S ,  M A S U N G I  F O R E S T  R A N G E R  

Source: 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A  
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https://www.iucn.nl/en/publication/en-publication-philippines-deadliest-country-for-environmental-defenders/
https://www.rappler.com/brandrap/announcements/217232-masungi-georeserve-un-iucn-award/
https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A
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While acclaim does not protect rangers from gunshots, the exposure has helped them spread 

the word about their advocacy and gain supporters. 

Despite the hazards of the job, forest rangers remain committed to their tasks, partly because 

for them, protecting the environment also means serving the public.  

As it is located in the Upper Marikina Watershed, Masungi’s reforestation helps drain water 

when typhoons hit. Because of recovered forests, communities are spared from floods and 

landslides.  

Aside from protecting communities, Masungi is now a sound habitat for endemic species such 

as the colasisi (Philippine hanging parrot) and the greater musky fruit bat. In 2020, a team of 

researchers from the University of the Philippines Los Baños discovered in the area a 

rare microsnail subspecies (Hypselostoma latispira masungiensis), now known as the Masungi 

microsnail. In their paper, the researchers linked the discovery to the importance of conserving 

karst landscapes in the Philippines. 

Despite evidence that the forests carry scientific and cultural significance, human activities 

continue to harm them. To this day, the site faces threats from professional squatters, illegal 

loggers, and quarry firms. 

Dumaliang said given the circumstances, the prudent move would be to leave the place.  

“We’re tempted to abandon it. But each time I look at the birds that have come back and the 

trees that will be left behind, I thought –” he said, his voice trailing off.  

In an almost exasperated tone, he continued: “We gave them a little hope. And we will abandon 

them?” 

A culture of violence 

What happened to Masungi’s forest rangers “is a reality faced by environmental defenders on 

a daily basis,” Leon Dulce, the national coordinator of Kalikasan People’s Network for the 

Environment, told Rappler. According to Dulce, the network has been monitoring the situation 

of environmental defenders in the country since 2012. 

In the case of the Masungi rangers, violence comes from “the increasing pressure from 

competing land and resource uses in the protected area,” Dulce said. Masungi filed a 

complaint against “illegal” resort owners after a separate attack last February 18, where three 

of its rangers sustained wounds in their faces and bodies, another three had minor bruises, and 

two rangers were hospitalized. 

The Philippines remains the deadliest country in Asia for land defenders, according to a 2021 

report by international nongovernmental organization Global Witness. In 2020, there were 29 

documented killings of land defenders in the country. 

For years, advocacy groups have been lobbying for the passage of an environmental defense 

bill, which in the past failed to get even a single committee hearing. This legislation aims to 

institutionalize a program that would provide legal aid for land defenders and funding to “enable 

the work of environmental defense.” 

In the 18th Congress, Senator Risa Hontiveros called for a probe into the attacks against Maas 

and Akmad in 2021. Progressive lawmakers in the House of Representatives filed a resolution 

on February 28, seeking an investigation into attacks against seven Masungi rangers.   

But aside from these piecemeal efforts, there is still no visible progress on the issue of the 

safety of forest rangers.  

 

 

Source: 

 

https://forestry.denr.gov.ph/b+wiser/index.php/sites/umrb
https://asbp.org.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PJSB_2020-003.pdf
https://www.rappler.com/environment/massacre-of-trees-masungi-georeserve-struggles-vs-illegal-loggers/
https://www.rappler.com/environment/massacre-of-trees-masungi-georeserve-struggles-vs-illegal-loggers/
https://www.facebook.com/masungigeoreserve/posts/3363194780633396
https://www.facebook.com/masungigeoreserve/posts/3363194780633396
https://www.rappler.com/nation/philippines-asia-deadliest-country-land-defenders-2021/
http://legacy.senate.gov.ph/press_release/2021/masungi%20psr%20806%20sen%20hontiverso.pdf
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It is a solitary journey, especially because we are the only party that is hindering vested 
interests.” 
B E N  D U M A L I A N G ,  M A S U N G I  G E O R E S E R V E  F O U N D E R  

Call of duty 

Without the solid assurance of state intervention, Masungi’s forest rangers are left to fend for 

themselves, and for them, going back to work is still the best response to threats and danger. 

It is also the most pragmatic.  

In this line of work, where progress is realized in small – almost invisible – increments of 

change, a long-term vision is required. A forest, after all, does not grow overnight. Regrowing 

the forest and making it a livable home for diverse flora and fauna have been Masungi’s utmost 

priority for the last two decades.  

Even in a new era challenged by the COVID-19 situation, this continues to be Masungi’s 

mission.  

With a new generation of young conservationists working with them, Dumaliang’s daughter 

Billie – who is also the managing trustee of Masungi – believes their mission to defend the land 

will stand the test of time.  

Billie is only 28, her sister Ann 29, while some of the staff are in their mid-20s.   

“Sabi ko nga sa kanila,” she gestured to the Masungi staff around her during an interview with 

Rappler, “Mananalo tayo (I always tell the staff: We will win).“ 

But the next decade is proving to be an uphill climb for conservationists inside and outside 

Masungi because of the worsening climate crisis situation.  

They would also have to deal with companies with vested interests, while collaborating with 

local government units and the national government to keep forest rangers safe.  

Still, the likes of Maas and Akmad will continue showing up – along with the young ones – 

because there are still weeds to uproot, seedlings to be watered, and forest grounds to be 

patrolled day in and day out. – Rappler.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.rappler.com/environment/under-attack-masungi-rangers-live-to-fight-
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Source: 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A  
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'Unchecked exploitation of nature threatens 

billions' 

 
SOUNDING THE ALARM This Sept. 14, 2020 file photo shows the United Nations headquarters in New York City. XINHUA 

PHOTO 

PARIS: Rampant exploitation of nature is a threat to the well-being of billions of people across 

the world who rely on wild species for food, energy and income, biodiversity experts from the 

United Nations said on Friday. 

From fishing and logging to the use of wild plants in medicines and perfumes, societies across 

the planet use species that have not been tamed or cultivated, with annual global legal and 

illegal trade in the hundreds of billions of dollars. 

But as humans drive alarming biodiversity loss — and climate change threatens to accelerate 

the destruction — the UN's Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (Ipbes), called for "transformative changes" in our relationship with wild 

species. 

Ipbes, which has warned that a million species are at risk of extinction, said halting 

overexploitation was "critical to reverse the global trend in biodiversity decline" and hailed the 

crucial role of indigenous communities in protecting nature. 

Its report, written by dozens of experts and indigenous advisers and approved by 139 member 

states, comes as the UN steers an international process to protect nature from human 

destruction in the coming decades. 

"The use of wild species is absolutely crucial for humanity and nature," the Ipbes report co-

chairman, Jean-Marc Fromentin, told Agence France-Presse (AFP), adding it was a "key issue 

for food security." 

UN experts estimate "about 40 percent of humanity" relies in some way on wild species, he 

said, adding: "It's much bigger than you think." 

Overall, 50,000 species are used for food, energy, medicine, material and other purposes 

around the world, the report said, with more than 10,000 different types harvested for human 

consumption. 

Wild plants, algae and fungi provide food and income for one in five people globally, while some 

2.4 billion people rely on wood for cooking. 

Ipbes estimated that 70 percent of the world's poor depend directly on wild species and 

businesses linked to them. 

Source: 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A  
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But they are not the only ones. 

"City dwellers in rich countries might not notice it, but wild plants are used in medicines or 

cosmetics. You eat wild fish and there is a good chance that your furniture comes from wild 

trees," Fromentin said. 

Even foraging remains an important activity for people in North America and Europe, with 

notably high rates in Eastern Europe, according to the report, which said there was a "growing 

demand for wild foods" for high-end restaurants. 

The global market for these species is big business. 

Wild trees account for two-thirds of global industrial roundwood, while trade in wild plants, algae 

and fungi is a billion-dollar industry. 

But global trade can become disconnected from sustainable supply, with surging demand 

risking species and ecosystems, and the report said there was an "urgent" need for effective 

policies that adapt to local needs. 

One major issue is the illicit trade in wild species, estimated to be worth between $69 billion 

and $199 billion a year, which Ipbes said was the third-largest illegal market after human 

trafficking and drugs. 

While this largely targets trees and fish, the report said even smaller-scale trade in rare animals 

and plants, like orchids, can have devastating effects. 

This trade "robs countries, indigenous people and local communities of access to their own 

resources and safe livelihoods," said Inger Andersen, head of the UN Environment Program. 

Letting the natural world thrive is better business. 

Tourism based on observing wild species was a key reason that protected areas globally 

received eight billion visitors and generated $600 billion every year before the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

Meanwhile, fisheries that are well-managed often have an increasing abundance of fish. 

Atlantic bluefin tuna, for example, was fished to the brink by an explosion of demand for the 

sashimi market in the 1980s. 

Initially, "scientific advice carried little weight against fisheries lobbies and national interests," 

Ipbes said, but a new strategy launched in 2007 has managed to rebuild the population. 

In general, overexploitation is the main threat to wild marine species, it said, as well as a key 

threat to land and freshwater ecosystems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/10/news/world/unchecked-exploitation-of-

nature-threatens-billions/1850399  
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Southeast Asia’s lofty gas plans pose threats 
to waters rich with marine life 
Gaea Katreena Cabico, Napat Wesshasartar, Do Thuy Trang, Hartatik - Philstar.com  

July 10, 2022 | 12:17pm 

 
Local artisanal fishers Thailand's Chana district ride a boat amid a storm to conduct fishing activities. A portion 

of Chana is being developed as an energy industry complex and a deep-water seaport. 
Napat Wesshasartar 

 

MANILA, Philippines — For 57-year-old Tom Buitizon, the Verde Island Passage is the lifeblood 

of small fisherfolk like him and of millions living in southern Luzon. 

The rich waters support their livelihoods and provide food for their families.  

A fisherman for over 25 years, Buitizon experienced the joy of catching as many as 20 kilos of 

fish many years ago and the struggle of people living on VIP’s shores who hardly find food 

there these days. 

He said a lot has changed—for the worse—since Batangas City became the site of various 

industries, including fossil gas.  

“At present, I can catch only two to three kilos. Sometimes, I’m not keen to venture out to fish 

because the exhaustion and high cost of gasoline are not worth it,” said Buitizon, who is from 

San Juan town. He engages in fishing to supplement his income as a local government 

employee.  

Buitizon is worried that the rapid expansion of fossil gas will make pressures in the marine 

corridor—which is dubbed as the “Amazon of the Ocean”—worse.  

Verde Island Passage is home to 60% of all known shore fish species in the world. It is also 

the site of eight planned gas power plants and seven LNG terminals.  

VIP is only one of the marine frontiers in Southeast Asia threatened by gas plans in the region. 

According to Quezon City-based think tank Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development 

(CEED), Southeast Asia is swiftly turning from coal’s last bastion to Asia’s fossil gas hub.  

In a report released last month, CEED said a massive 138 GW of new gas-fired power plants 

and 118 liquefied natural gas terminals are being proposed or already being built in the region. 

Leading the gas expansion in Southeast Asia are Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, and 

Vietnam—countries that have vast renewable energy potential.  

 

Source: 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807499/napat-wesshasartar
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807500/do-thuy-trang
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807501/hartatik
https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A


July 11, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 6 

Page 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Rich marine biodiversity at risk 

 
A researcher assesses coral reefs in the waters of Batangas City, Philippines. 

Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development 

The Verde Island Passage lies at the heart of the Coral Triangle, a reef network that includes 

the waters of Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, 

and East Timor. 

While the Coral Triangle occupies just 1.5% of the world’s total ocean area, it represents 30% 

of the coral reefs on the planet. 

But years of industrial development caused serious damage to VIP’s marine ecology. Climate 

change, illegal fishing, and unsustainable tourism also pose threats to the marine corridor.  

A water quality analysis conducted by CEED found “very high” concentrations of key pollutants 

and heavy metals such as phosphates, chromium, copper, and lead along the coasts of 

Barangays Ilijan and Dela Paz in Batangas City. A separate CEED study showed the coral 

cover along the reef fronting the heavily-industrialized areas in Ilijan and Dela Paz was “very 

low”.  

It also found that while fish biodiversity and fish abundance were low in the waters next to the 
project sites compared to the rest of the Verde Island Passage, fish biomass remained high. 
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It also found that while fish biodiversity and fish abundance were low in the waters next to the 

project sites compared to the rest of the Verde Island Passage, fish biomass remained high. 

CEED pointed out that sea water intake and discharge from gas plants and terminals may affect 

water temperature, forcing fish to seek cooler water elsewhere. It added that the increase in 

shipping activities due to the transportation of LNG will lead to water pollution, sedimentation 

that can destroy coral reefs, and damage to smaller seacrafts.  

If the Verde Island Passage is further damaged by the planned increase in LNG infrastructures, 

the effects of the destruction may be far-reaching.  

“The concept is that biodiversity regions are interconnected with one another and all organisms 

in the other regions came from [the Verde Island Passage],” said Jayvee Saco, assistant 

professor from Batangas State University and head of the VIP Center for Oceanographic 

Research and Aquatic Life Sciences.  

“So it could be an escalating effect” he warned, although acknowledging that a study to identify 

how the population in VIP is connected to population in other regions still needs to be done. 

Buitizon, the fisherman, fears that the various kinds of fish in VIP will vanish if the massive 

development of fossil gas in the area pushes through, and that the next generation will only 

know about them through books.  

“We are not fighting the government. We just want them to understand our concerns and study 

the effects of this LNG expansion because VIP is home to different kinds of marine species. If 

this is destroyed, not only the lives of Batangas residents will be miserable, but also those living 

in other provinces,” he said.  

Last month, groups led by Bukluran ng Mangingisda ng Batangas urged the environment 

department to declare the waters of VIP surrounding the project sites of San Miguel Corp., 

Linseed-AF&P, and existing gas plants as “non-attainment areas” where no new sources of 

exceeded pollutants should be allowed to be established. 

The Philippine energy department told Philstar.com that the issuance of environmental 

compliance certificate signifies that a project will not cause significant negative impact, and that 

it conducts inspections and investigations of proposed gas facilities. 

Damage to mangroves in Island of God 

 
President Joko Widodo visited Ngurah Rai Grand Forest Park in Bali in late 2021. This mangrove forest is the 

venue for the G20 Presidency and is designated as the location for the construction of a 3-hectare LNG 
Terminal in Sidakarya Village, Denpasar. 

Bali Provincial Forestry and Environment 

 

Source: 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A  

 

https://twitter.com/dzbb/status/1545973118107131907?s=20&t=nKiB3P4hMd5PDc6iofV37A
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On the Indonesian island of Bali, local communities are also resisting the construction of a 

planned LNG terminal. The project, which will be built in a mangrove forest in Denpasar City, 

aims to help the government reach its target of accelerating the use of gas. 

According to CEED, aggressive LNG terminal buildout can be observed in LNG exporting 

nations such as Indonesia and Malaysia.  

Ida Bagus Setiawan, who heads the energy and mineral resources division of the Bali Province 

Manpower and Energy and Mineral Resources Office, said the LNG project will provide the top 

tourist destination with reliable electricity so it will no longer depend on energy sources outside 

the island.  

But locals fear that the planned LNG terminal in Ngurah Rai Forest Park in Sidakarya Village 

will clear mangroves in the area. Ngurah Rai Forest Park is Bali’s widest mangrove ecosystem 

that is close to the business and tourism areas. 

The dredging of sand for the sea lane is also seen to damage mangroves and other coastal 

ecosystems. Mangroves provide a number of critical ecosystem services such as serving as a 

breeding ground for marine species, sequestering carbon dioxide, and reducing the risks of 

tsunamis.  

A pipe for gas distribution will pass through the mangrove area, but the proponent, PT Dewata 

Energi Bersih, said it will not disturb the mangrove roots. Communities are also concerned that 

the proposed jetty port for LNG carriers will damage the coral reefs in the area. Bali is part of 

the Coral Triangle.  

“[The LNG terminal] in Bali must be considered again whether there is the potential for major 

damage if it continues to be cultivated,” said natural resources law observer Ahmad Redi.  

IGW Samsi Gunarta, head of Bali Provincial Transportation Service, said dredging can only be 

carried out if there is a permit as well as a risk-based analysis process, which refers to the 

results of the environmental impact analysis.  

“The permit will not be issued if the requirements in the environmental document cannot be 

confirmed, and the project can be terminated if this is not fulfilled,” he said.  

Lack of public hearing, study 

 
Residents of Chana district collect clams for their subsistence. 

Napat Wesshasartar 

Chana, a coastal town in Songkhla province in southern Thailand, is known for its marine 

ecosystem, with a majority of its residents relying on fisheries as their main livelihood. A portion 

of Chana is being developed as an energy industry complex and a deep-water seaport.  

 

 

Source: 
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At present, southern Thailand is the only region in the country, excluding the Bangkok 

Metropolitan area, where the demand for electricity surpasses production capacity. To power 

the gigantic industrial zone, the government is planning to build an energy hub. One of the main 

infrastructures there is the LNG power plant.  

Locals and activists are protesting the project due to the lack of public hearing with residents 

whose lives and livelihoods will be affected by the industrial development. Constructing the 

LNG terminal will require the dredging of the seafloor to accommodate massive LNG carriers. 

“It’s not about the energy; it’s about conducting a proper public hearing. They have never asked 

the local people at all, or if they did, they will find a way to obstruct them,” said Supat 

Hasiwannakit, a medical doctor and one of the activist leaders. 

Protests in Chana and Bangkok have led to the arrests of some activists. 

The environmental impact assessment conducted by the government showed scant details on 

how the project could affect Chana’s rich waters. Kua Rittibon, a lecturer with Prince Songkla 

University, who will conduct a “people's version” of EIA, said that sediments excavated by 

dredging could be carried by the current and affect coral reefs.  

In Vietnam, which leads the region’s planned gas expansion, there are also limited studies on 

the impacts of gas projects on marine biodiversity and coastal communities. Vietnam has 56.3 

GW of fossil gas projects in pre-construction and construction stages.  

The lack of understanding about the effects of energy projects could be attributed to the 

country’s focus on the conservation of ecosystems on land and on lack of public attention to 

studies about marine issues.  

“There is limited research on gas power projects: how will the coastal area be affected, whether 

the gas power plant will increase the temperature in that area or not. If the temperature 

increases, how will aquatic species be affected, how does the system use cooling water to 

discharge waste, etc.,” said Nguyen Manh Ha, director of the Center for Nature Conservation 

and Development.  

While companies in Vietnam have an obligation to disclose their environmental impact 

assessments, not all firms fully comply with this rule.  

“At present, the environmental impact assessment and management of new electric energy 

projects in Vietnam are completely absent,” Nguyen said. 

Fossil future? 

 
Fishers and community groups hold a boat parade in protest of plans to expand the use of fossil gas and 

liquefied natural gas in Batangas province on April 22, 2022. 
Philstar.com/Gaea Katreena Cabico 

Many of the LNG projects in emerging Asia are “highly unrealistic” due to country-level and 

financial market constraints, said Sam Reynolds, energy finance analyst of US-based think 

tank Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis.  
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“This is overpromising and under-delivering on a regional scale,” he said.  

But as Southeast Asian countries scale up investment in fossil gas infrastructure, measures 

must be put in place to mitigate the impacts of the projects’ life cycle on the marine environment 

and the communities.  

For Miguel Azcuna, a scientist studying the Verde Island Passage, recognition from 

international institutions such as the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) can help slow down the “very fast” industrial development in the area.  

Increasing the number of marine protected areas in the marine life-rich body of water is also 

another strategy to mitigate the adverse impacts of industrialization, added Azcuna, an 

assistant professor from Batangas State University. VIP has 36 MPAs, 24 of which are in 

Batangas.  

In 2017, the Verde Island Passage Marine Protected Area Network and Law Enforcement 

Network was created. The five provinces that surround VIP—Batangas, Occidental Mindoro, 

Oriental Mindoro, Marinduque, and Romblon—and national government agencies signed an 

agreement to protect and conserve the marine corridor.  

Present during the signing of the agreement was a representative from Lopez-led power firm 

First Gen Corp., which built four gas-fired power plants in the area and is currently constructing 

a floating LNG terminal there.  

Muhammad Zainuri, a marine biology expert at Indonesia’s Diponegro University, suggested 

that companies invest in remediation systems to treat wastewater.  

“We need the sea to stay blue, to produce oxygen. Waste is accumulative in nature, so it keeps 

increasing every year. If it's not handled, it's a problem,” he said. 

Experts across the region also emphasized the need for proper assessment of the impacts of 

projects. Ngo Thi To Nhien, executive director of Vietnam Initiative for Energy Transition, also 

said that in Vietnam’s cases, where the development of LNG is new, it is necessary that the 

country learns from the experience of developed nations.  

She also stressed that regulations must be reviewed and synchronized to ensure the 

compliance with actual socio-environmental action plans.  

“For project investors, regulations need to include adequate and timely preparation of social 

and environmental resources, time to implement impact mitigation measures and measures to 

prevent or respond to adverse events,” Ngo said.  

“Government needs to specify inspection or monitoring regulations including a separate and 

specific report form for LNG to monitor or handle environmental and social issues on land and 

sea.” 

-- 

Napat Wesshasartar is a photo/video journalist, and writer based in Bangkok, Thailand. His work has 

been published in National Geographic Thailand, BBC Thai News, and other international media platforms. 

Do Thuy Trang has been working as a reporter for Vietnam Law Newspaper, a press agency 
under the Ministry of Justice, since 2017. 
Hartatik is a journalist working at Suara Merdeka, the largest newspaper in Central Java, based 
in Semarang, Central Java, Indonesia.  
This collaborative reporting story was supported by Climate Tracker 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/07/10/2194419/southeast-asias-lofty-gas-plans-pose-threats-waters-rich-

marine-life   

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/10/2194419/southeast-asias-lofty-gas-plans-pose-threats-waters-rich-marine-life
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/10/2194419/southeast-asias-lofty-gas-plans-pose-threats-waters-rich-marine-life
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/10/2194419/southeast-asias-lofty-gas-plans-pose-threats-waters-rich-marine-life
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Active COVID-19 cases in PH breach 13,000 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Jul 10, 2022 1:53:38 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, July 10) — The number of active COVID-19 cases in the 
country surpassed 13,000 after the Department of Health logged 1,825 new infections on 
Saturday. 

The recent data in the DOH’s COVID-19 Tracker showed that the number of currently ill patients 
nationwide climbed to 13,021. 

Metro Manila recorded the most number of additional cases at 835. Cavite came next with 135 
new cases followed by Iloilo and Rizal both tallying 104 fresh infections on July 9, according to 
OCTA Research fellow Guido David. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1157132  

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://doh.gov.ph/covid19tracker
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1157132
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Meanwhile, Quezon City logged the highest daily rise in cases in the National Capital Region 
with 162 new infections. 

The last time the nation's active case count reached 13,000 was on April 23, based on 
David's Twitter update. 

David earlier reported that the COVID-19 positivity rate in NCR has increased to above 10%, 
which means one in 10 people tested for the virus turned out infected. 

The independent COVID-19 watchdog also projected on July 4 that the rise in COVID-19 cases 
in Metro Manila may reach its peak by the second or third week of July. 

More than 3.7 million COVID-19 infections have been confirmed in the country since the 
pandemic began. Over 3.6 million people recovered while at least 60,000 died. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/10/Active-COVID-19-cases-PH-breach-

13-000-.html  

 

https://twitter.com/iamguidodavid/status/1518228043067977730
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/9/OCTA-NCR-positivity-rate.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/4/NCR-peak-July-Calabarzon-positivity-rate.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/4/NCR-peak-July-Calabarzon-positivity-rate.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/10/Active-COVID-19-cases-PH-breach-13-000-.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/10/Active-COVID-19-cases-PH-breach-13-000-.html
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