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400 volunteers plant 2,700 native tree 
seedlings at La Mesa Watershed 
July 6, 20224 min read 

By Rjhay E. Laurea 

MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources-National Capital Region 

(DENR-NCR) led around 400 volunteers from various government agencies and non-

government organizations (NGOs) in the simultaneous tree-planting activity at the La Mesa 

Watershed Reservation (LMWR) in Quezon City in celebration of the Philippine Arbor Day last 

Saturday, June 25. 

In their official news release on Wednesday, July 6, DENR-NCR Executive Director Jacqueline 

A. Caancan said the annual event serves as a platform for “professionals from different sectors 

of society to meet and work closely together on environment-oriented undertakings.” 

The activity highlighted the importance of partnership and volunteerism among career 

professionals in the national government agencies, including those in NGOs and the private 

sector, in implementing Proclamation No. 643 signed in 2004, which institutionalized the 

observance of Philippine Arbor Day every June 25. 

Proclamation No. 643 also underscored the need to declare one day each year for the conduct 

of tree planting activities to promote a healthier ecosystem for people. This year, about 2,700 

native tree seedlings were planted in three sites within the La Mesa Watershed. 

Volunteers who took part in the event were from the Professional Regulations Commission 

(PRC), Civil Service Commission (CSC), Philippine National Police (PNP), Armed Forces of 

the Philippines (AFP), Boy Scouts of the Philippines (BSP), Society of Filipino Foresters 

Incorporated (SFFI), and the DENR-Association of Career Executives (DENR-ACE). 

Of the 2,700 tree seedlings, 1,700 tree seedlings were planted by volunteers from the PNP-

Quezon City Police District and the Philippine Air Force; 650 seedlings by DENR-ACE and 

DENR workers from the Central and NCR offices; 250 seedlings by PRC-SFFI; and 100 

seedlings by BSP. 

The seedlings included Narra (Pterocarpus indicus), Molave (Vitex parviflora), Bignay-kalabaw 

(Antidesma ciliatum C.Presl), and Malakalumpit (Terminalia calamansanai). 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/dzrhnews/photos/a.511699645578172/5465592256855528/  

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/400-volunteers-plant-2700-native-tree-seedlings-at-la-mesa-watershed/
https://www.facebook.com/dzrhnews/photos/a.511699645578172/5465592256855528/
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DENR-NCR Forester Roel V. Galibu said the annual tree planting activity and those done by 

other volunteers throughout the planting season in the past years have contributed to the 

watershed’s improving forest cover, which now stands at 1,400 hectares. 

Galibu, who has been overseeing the DENR’s re-greening initiatives in LMWR since 2015, said 

there are still 600 hectares of open areas that need to be planted with trees. The DENR-NCR 

and its partner organizations have already reforested about 500 hectares. 

LMWR has a total area of 2,659 hectares, 75 percent or 2,000 hectares of which cover its 

watershed area, while the remaining 25 percent or 659 hectares cover the basin area. 

Former DENR OIC Secretary Joselin Marcus Fragada lauded the initiatives of DENR-ACE, 

saying its efforts bolstered the DENR’s thrust to usher in a pervasive culture among career 

executives in the entire bureaucracy that embraces and advances the principles of 

sustainability in performing their duties. 

DENR-ACE is composed of officials and employees who are Career Executive Service Officers 

and Eligibles. 

“The support the DENR enjoys from DENR-ACE and those of other participating professional 

organizations in the service is an indispensable force in steering careerism in the public sector 

to take a steady course towards a more environment-oriented direction,” Fragada said. 

“DENR-ACE has also contributed to the DENR’s strong partnership with other national 

government organizations,” he said, citing the issuance of PRC Resolution No. 1251, Series of 

2020, as a powerful manifestation of the partnership. 

The PRC resolution declares every 25th of June as PRC Nationwide Tree Planting Day and 

makes it a part of the PRC Week Celebration. 

The resolution provides that each professional who actively took part in the event will be given 

three-unit points as stated in Republic Act No. 10912, otherwise known as the “Continuing 

Professional Development (CPD) Act of 2016,” an act which requires CPD as the requirement 

for the renewal of Professional Identification Card of all registered and licensed professionals 

under the regulation of the PRC. (ai/mtvn) 
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https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/400-volunteers-plant-2700-native-tree-seedlings-at-la-mesa-watershed/?fbclid=IwAR0j9plpO_SNgo7iAHyn0zM8TTZvgvnQNMokgQJkvGlfGQ15Px-bl5j6S7E
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/400-volunteers-plant-2700-native-tree-seedlings-at-la-mesa-watershed/?fbclid=IwAR0j9plpO_SNgo7iAHyn0zM8TTZvgvnQNMokgQJkvGlfGQ15Px-bl5j6S7E
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/400-volunteers-plant-2700-native-tree-seedlings-at-la-mesa-watershed/?fbclid=IwAR0j9plpO_SNgo7iAHyn0zM8TTZvgvnQNMokgQJkvGlfGQ15Px-bl5j6S7E
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/400-volunteers-plant-2700-native-tree-seedlings-at-la-mesa-watershed/?fbclid=IwAR0j9plpO_SNgo7iAHyn0zM8TTZvgvnQNMokgQJkvGlfGQ15Px-bl5j6S7E
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Manual Guidebook for Marawi City Engineered 

Sanitary Landfill 
 Wednesday, July 6, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Assistant Secretary for Legal 

Affairs and head of the DENR Sub-Committee on Task Force Bangon Marawi Atty. Michelle 

Angelica Go and Assistant Secretary for Field Operations Western Mindanao Arleigh Adorable 

(3rd and 2nd from left, respectively) turn over the Operations, Maintenance, and Management 

Manual Guidebook for the Engineered Sanitary Landfill Facility (Category-IV) located between 

Brgy. Malimono, Marawi City and Brgy. Kasanayan, Municipality of Kapai in the province of 

Lanao del Sur. The Manual Guidebook will help the local government of Marawi in operating 

the sanitary landfill to ensure the proper disposal of solid wastes and to serve the residents in 

the area. Also in the photo are (left to right): DENR Region 10 Assistant Regional Director for 

Technical Services Engr. Felix S. Mirasol, Jr., Marawi City Mayor Majul Gandamra, and Lanao 

del Sur Provincial Governor Mamintal Alonto Adiong Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/manual-guidebook-for-marawi-city-engineered-sanitary-landfill/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/manual-guidebook-for-marawi-city-engineered-sanitary-landfill/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-processing-land-titles-in-marawi/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/manual-guidebook-for-marawi-city-engineered-sanitary-landfill/
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DENR partners with South Korea, Germany to 

boost PH marine litter management, peatland 

protection 
Published on: July 06, 2022 

By DENR 

QUEZON CITY -- The Philippines, through the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), has signed partnerships with the Republic of Korea and Germany to 
pursue development projects on marine litter management and peatlands conservation, 
respectively. 

The Enhancement of Marine Litter Management in Manila Bay (EMLM) Project and the 
Ensuring Sustainable Benefits from Peatlands through Protection and Wise Use (ESBenePeat) 
Project were formally launched on June 22, following the presentation of EMLM’s pre-signed 
Record of Discussions (ROD) and Grant Agreement (GA) for ESBenePeat. 

“Please be assured that the DENR will value and remain committed to the agreement that it 
has earlier entered into with your respective organizations during my incumbency,” former 
DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said. 

“These joint initiatives will certainly help in the attainment of our country’s goals and 
international commitment on climate change,” he added. 

The ROD and the GA serve as the legal implementation instrument of EMLM and ESBenePEat, 
respectively. 

The Republic of Korea will be providing a US$7.7-million grant for the implementation of marine 
litter management within the Manila Bay area. 

It will be implemented by the DENR and Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), in 
partnership with the Philippine Coast Guard. 

KOICA Assistant Country Director CHOI Misun said that the EMLM “marks the start of the 
Korean and Philippine governments’ partnership in the prevention, reduction and management 
of marine litter,” citing international studies that the Philippines accounts for about 800,000 
metric tons of plastic marine pollution annually. 

She said that the project will help prevent plastic waste from coastal areas near Manila Bay 
from escaping into the ocean. 

EMLM is a multi-year assistance to be implemented until 2025 to establish a marine litter monitoring 
system and strengthen the government’s capacity to address marine litter management, 
augmented with the construction of a US$5.7-million marine clean up vessel to be sourced from 
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EMLM is a multi-year assistance to be implemented until 2025 to establish a marine litter 
monitoring system and strengthen the government’s capacity to address marine litter 
management, augmented with the construction of a US$5.7-million marine clean up vessel to 
be sourced from the grant. 

The event also green-lighted the ESBenePeat’s implementation with a €713,537.23-grant from 
the European Union and the Federal Republic of Germany through the German International 
Agency for Cooperation (GIZ). 

ESBenePeat, which will be piloted in the 5,487-hectare Caimpugan Peat Swamp Forest 
(CPSF) in Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in the province of Agusan del Sur and Sab-a Basin 
in the province of Leyte, seeks to mitigate greenhouse gas emission by reforesting, re-wetting, 
and rehabilitating degraded areas; and identifying and enhancing biodiversity-friendly livelihood 
practices for the communities, while ensuring protection of peatlands within the two areas. 

DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) Director Natividad Y. Bernardino explained 
that the country’s peatlands, estimated to cover some 20,000 hectares, are “remarkably higher 
carbon sequestration potential than any other studied forest types in the country” as carbon 
sinks “when left undisturbed.” 

She pointed out that CPSF alone stores about 22.9 million tons of carbon. 

“However, the Philippine peatlands are among the least known and understood ecosystems 
found in the country,” Bernardino lamented. 

Also marking the event was a partnership launch between the DENR and the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) for the “Integrated Approach in Management of Major Biodiversity Corridors in 
the Philippines” which is now on its first year of implementation until 2027. 

The project covers the Mindoro Biodiversity Corridor in Region 4B and the Eastern Mindanao 
Biodiversity Corridor in Regions 11 and 13, with a total area of 2.3 million hectares. 

The DENR-DA partnership is in line with the project’s aim to solve the increased degradation 
of habitats from deforestation, conversion to agriculture and expanding infrastructure 
development, pollution, invasive alien species, and climate change in the two areas. 

The project, with a financial grant of US$12.2-million from the Global Environmental Facility 
(GEF) through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), seeks to enhance local 
biodiversity-friendly livelihoods and make the impact of the project be felt by communities and 
resource managers living within and around the biodiversity corridors. 

This will be implemented through an integrated and comprehensive planning framework 
designed to mainstream land and natural resources management and biodiversity conservation 
objectives in the two key biodiversity corridors. (DENR) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/06/denr-partners-with-south-korea-germany-

to-boost-ph-marine-litter-management-peatland-protection  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/06/denr-partners-with-south-korea-germany-to-boost-ph-marine-litter-management-peatland-protection
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/06/denr-partners-with-south-korea-germany-to-boost-ph-marine-litter-management-peatland-protection
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'10M Trees by 2023,' pinagtibay ng DENR-NCR 
Published on: July 06, 2022 

By Alice Sicat 

 
Mga kuha mula sa DENR 

LUNGSOD QUEZON (PIA) -- Muling pinagtibay ni Department of Environment and Natural 
Resource (DENR) Regional Executive Director Jacqueline A. Caancan ang suporta ng DENR-
National Capital Region sa taunang Million Trees Challenge ng Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System (MWSS) at ng Million Trees Foundation, Inc. (MTFI). 

Ginawa ni Dir. Caancan ang anunsyo sa isang seremonya na pinamagatang "Million Trees 
Pledge 2023: The Road to 10 Million Trees by 2030" na ginanap nitong Miyerkules, 29 Hunyo 
2022, sa Million Trees Nursery and Eco-Learning Center na matatagpuan sa La Mesa 
Watershed Reservation area, Barangay Lagro sa Lungsod Quezon. 

Sa isang talumpati na ginawa sa ngalan ni DENR OIC Secretary Joselin Marcus Fragada, 
sinabi ni Caancan na ang DENR, sa pamamagitan ng mga tanggapan nito sa National Capital 
Region (NCR), Central Luzon (Region 3), at CALABARZON (Region 4A) ay patuloy na aalalay 
sa reforestation activities sa Angat, Ipo, at La Mesa watershed upang matiyak ang suplay ng 
maiinom na tubig sa Metro Manila at mga kalapit na lalawigan. 

“Let it be said on record that DENR National Capital Region will continue providing planting 
materials to the MWSS, assist in the assessment and validation of planting areas, and other 
support activities to ensure the survival of the planted trees. (Patuloy pa rin ang DENR National 
Capital Region sa pagbibigay ng mga planting materials sa MWSS, tutulong sa pag-aases at 
pag vavalidate ng mga planting areas, at pag-alalay sa iba pang mga aktibidad upang matiyak 
ang kaligtasan ng mga nakatanim na puno),” Caancan said. 

Mula nang magsimula ang Million Tree Challenge noong 2017, may kabuuang 5.2 milyong puno 
na ang naitanim sa ilalim ng programa. 
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Mula nang magsimula ang Million Tree Challenge noong 2017, may kabuuang 5.2 milyong 
puno na ang naitanim sa ilalim ng programa. 

Para sa taong ito, 26 na bago at kasalukuyang mga ka-partners ang nangako ng 1,710,000 
puno na itatanim sa loob ng Angat-Ipo-La Mesa watershed area at sa ilang bahagi ng Cavite. 

Ayon kay Caancan, napakahalaga na ang mga katuwang ng programa ay hindi nililimitahan 
ang kanilang sarili sa pagtatanim nang pansarili lang kundi pinapalawig ang kanilang tulong sa 
pag-aalaga ng mga nakatanim nang mga puno. 

“It is not enough that we plant trees. We need also ensure that the trees we’ve planted grow 
strong and healthy so that it is not only us and the present generation that gets to benefit from 
restored watersheds but the coming generation as well. (Hindi sapat na magtanim tayo ng mga 
puno. Kailangan din nating tiyakin na ang mga puno na ating itinanim ay lalago at malusog 
upang hindi lamang tayo at ang kasalukuyang henerasyon ang makikinabang sa mga naibalik 
na watershed kundi pati na rin ang darating na henerasyon),” dagdag niya. 

Ang isang malusog na watershed, ayon sa mga pag-aaral, ay nagpapababa ng pinsala sa 
pagbaha at pagguho, pinapabuti ang tirahan ng mga hayop sa kagubatan, nagbibigay ng 
karagdagang mga pagkakataon sa paglilibang, sinasala ang mga elementong nagpapadumi 
sa kapaligaran (pollutant), nangunguha at nag-iimbak ng mga greenhouse gas, pinapalamig 
ang temperatura, at tinitiyak ang suplay ng tubig, at iba pa. (DENR-NCR/PIA-NCR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/10m-trees-by-2023-pinagtibay-ng-denr-ncr  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/10m-trees-by-2023-pinagtibay-ng-denr-ncr
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SM Cares, DENR-NCR celebrate World Oceans 

Day 
July 6, 2022 

 
In the special plastic waste collection program, participants get a free seedling from the Community PanTREE. CONTRIBUTED 

PHOTO 

IN observance of World Oceans Day, SM Cares held a special version of its Plastic Waste 

Collection Program in partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

- National Capital Region (DENR-NCR) to underscore the importance of adopting sustainable 

habits such as reducing plastic consumption and planting trees. 

It was conducted simultaneously in the following SM malls: Megamall, Mall of Asia, North 

EDSA, Fairview, Southmall, East Ortigas, Marikina and Marilao. The activity supported DENR-

NCR's Community PanTREE, a program that was launched in 2021 with the aim of providing 

free fruit-bearing seedlings to encourage urban and backyard gardening. 

Participants, who brought at least 1 kilogram of plastic waste each, got a free seedling from the 

Community PanTREE. More than 700 kilograms of plastic was collected through the activity 

and has distributed 700 pieces of seedlings across the eight collection venues. 

"The goal of this activity is to help divert plastic waste from ending up in landfills and bodies of 

water while also giving the participants the opportunity to grow their own trees," said Liza 

Silerio, director of SM Cares' Program on Environment. 

SM's Plastic Waste Collection Program has gathered over 16,000 kilograms of plastic for 

reprocessing since it began in 2021. Currently available in 12 SM malls, it has been just one of 

SM Cares' numerous sustainability projects. The pioneering Trash to Cash recycling market 

and the E-Waste Collection Program continued to round up the initiatives on solid waste 

management. There were other notable projects, including the annual Green Film Festival, 

which continued to promote environmental awareness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/sm-cares-denr-ncr-celebrate-

world-oceans-day/1849925  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/sm-cares-denr-ncr-celebrate-world-oceans-day/1849925
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/sm-cares-denr-ncr-celebrate-world-oceans-day/1849925
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DENR anticipates Sibugay Wetland Nature 

Reserve recognition 
July 6, 2022 

 
The wetlands ecosystem also serves as a staging, roosting and foraging ground for various waterbirds. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

THE Sibugay Coastal Wetlands (SCW) will be renamed Sibugay Wetland Nature Reserve 

(SWNR) as the Philippines anticipates its inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of 

International Importance when contracting parties meet in Gland, Switzerland in December this 

year. 

Georgina Fernandez, Conservation and Development chief of the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) in Zamboanga Sibugay, says the Ramsar Site designation will 

open opportunities for international cooperation on research. 

It will help raise funding for conservation and protection of the site. 

Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (Penro) Edgardo Montojo says it is 

important to advocate for the wise use the wetlands' resources in order that it will be enjoyed 

by future generations. Here, the Ramsar list will play a unique role. 

DENR-Region 9 is preparing the documents for the inclusion of the SWNR into the list. These 

will be submitted to the Biodiversity Management Bureau, the designated Ramsar National 

Administrative Authority for endorsement to the Office of the DENR secretary, who will then 

endorse it to the Ramsar authorities. 

The effort toward the declaration of SWNR as a Ramsar site is part of conserving its rich 

biodiversity and the cultural heritage of Subanens and other ethnic tribes in Zamboanga 

Sibugay. 

Its designation also supports the country's commitment to the Ramsar Convention as well as 

to the Convention on Biodiversity and Convention on Migratory Species, says Michael dela 

Cruz, Penro Sibugay Technical Services chief. 

The listing will protect the rich biodiversity of SWNR, which is home to 68 waterbird species. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/denr-anticipates-sibugay-

wetland-nature-reserve-recognition/1849922  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/denr-anticipates-sibugay-wetland-nature-reserve-recognition/1849922
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/public-square/denr-anticipates-sibugay-wetland-nature-reserve-recognition/1849922


July 07, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

No other planet for mankind but Earth, says 
DENR 10 
Published on: July 06, 2022 
By Jasper Marie Rucat 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY (PIA) – Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

region 10 official cited there is no other planet for humankind to thrive if Earth is destroyed. 

Atty Ban Mikhael Pacuribot, chief, legal division, Office of the Regional Executive Director, 

DENR 10 shared in Talakayan sa PIA, media forum in celebration of Environment Month that 

this year's theme, "Aksyon sa Natatanging Mundo" is a general concept but has a deep 

meaning. 

“Giabot na sa 25% per year ang gakaguba nato nga natural resources, again dili na tinuyo, we 

acknowledge there is a need for human development for progress pero ato sad i-acknowledge 

nga kana nga progress ang nahimong collateral damage is ang environment,” he said. 

(Every year, 25% of natural resources are destroyed, again it is not intentional, we acknowledge 

there is a need for human development for progress but we have to acknowledge that this kind 

of progress has made the environment as collateral damage) 

The planet's devastation is no longer effects of natural calamities but of human activities. 

Meanwhile, the challenge of the government now, he shared is “how to sustain development 

without totally destroying the only environment we have.” 

Engr. Dovee Cherry Geollegue, chief Environmental Monitoring and Enforcement Division, 

Environmental and Management Bureau (EMB) shared they are in charge of the regulation of 

firms and industries. 

"Pollution is already here and our task is how to manage it," she said. 

The EMB is in close coordination with the Local Government Units (LGUs) especially because 

the country’s environmental laws on air, water, and solid waste are all in collaboration with the 

LGUs. Meanwhile they are partnering with firms to have a program on social development, 

corporate social responsibility that are attuned to the protection of the environment.  

Lined up activities for this month include nationwide simultaneous tree growing. In Cugman, 

Cagayan de Oro City close to 400 individuals participated and about 4,000 seedlings were 

planted. The department will have another tree growing on June 25. 

Atty Pacuribot explained that the DENR's mandate is to protect the environment, but this 

Environment Month, they would like to involve the general public in various activities such as 

tree growing among others. (JMOR/PIA10) 
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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) region 10 shares a lineup of activities for National Environment 

Month in June during Talakayan sa PIA, media forum at SM City Cagayan de Oro. (Jan Albert Araña/PIA10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/no-other-planet-for-mankind-but-earth-says-denr-

10  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/no-other-planet-for-mankind-but-earth-says-denr-10
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/no-other-planet-for-mankind-but-earth-says-denr-10
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Biggest trees in Cordillera region found through 

search contest 
Published July 6, 2022, 9:50 AM 

by Comanda Rizaldy C. 

BAGUIO CITY – Thanks to a contest dubbed ‘Search for the Biggest Trees’ launched by the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Cordillera, the biggest trees in the region 

have been found. 

The measurement was based on diameter at breast height (DBH) which is the standard for 

measuring trees. 

Based on the entries, the biggest of the coniferous species was a Benguet pine tree found at 

Gueday, Cayapas, Baculongan Norte, Buguias, Benguet. 

 
Photo via Zaldy Comanda 

It has a circumference of 454 centimeters and a height of 30.8 meters. The entry was submitted 

by a certain Jona Cabaling. 

The second biggest is also a Benguet pine tree located at Mt. Mapao, Agawa, Besao, Mt. 

Province. 

The tree has a circumference of 437 cm and a height of 15.24 m. 

The third biggest is another Benguet pine tree found at Moling, Cayapas, Baculongan Sur, also 

in Buguias, Benguet. 

Of the broadleaved species entries, the biggest Dao tree was found at Mt. Sedir, Nagaparan 

Danglas, Abra. It has a circumference of 2,000 cms and a height of 35 meters. 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/pagro-58-ib-turnover-seedlings-to-balingasag-ip-

community  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/np_author_439
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/pagro-58-ib-turnover-seedlings-to-balingasag-ip-community
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Photo via Zaldy Comanda 

The entry was submitted by Norriel Montejo, Dominique Acnam, Redentor Tauro, Danny 

Blanes, and Randy Bernal. 

On the second place is a Dao tree with a circumference of 1,400 cm and a height of 30 m; while 

the third place is a Pasakla tree with a circumference of 1,400 and a height of 27 meters. 

Cabaling and Montejo received P25,000 each for their winning entries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/06/biggest-trees-in-cordillera-region-found-through-search-

contest/  
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Government to ramp up mining sector’s 
development 
Louise Maureen Simeon - The Philippine Star July 7, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Department of Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno answered the questions from the media during a press 

briefing in Malacañang on Wednesday (July 6, 2022). 
KJ Rosales 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Marcos administration is moving to ramp up the mining industry 

as part of plans to grow the economy amid the pandemic. 

In a television interview yesterday, Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno said the economic team 

has already presented the medium-term fiscal framework to President Marcos during their first 

Cabinet meeting. 

And for targets to succeed under the two-part framework, Diokno said that all sectors would 

have to perform well, including the controversial mining industry. 

“Another major industry, mining, which was not present before, will be also accelerated,” Diokno 

said. 

“Mining was not there before when its contribution to the economy was practically nil because 

there was a real emphasis on environmental concerns,” he said. 

Mining has been contributing less than one percent to gross domestic product (GDP), as the 

Duterte administration has been generally cold to the sector. 

It was only toward the end of 2021 when Duterte gave a much-needed boost in revenue 

generation for the industry with the lifting of a four-year old ban on open pit mining. 

The lifting of the ban on open pit mining for copper, gold, silver and complex ores in the country 

was considered as among the most awaited moves of the mining sector. 

“Toward the end of the administration, former president Rodrigo Duterte decided to open up 

mining and I think mining is a growth sector because as you know, because of the crisis, the 

price of metals has gone up significantly,” Diokno said. 

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines, for its part, welcomed Diokno’s latest push for the 

industry. 

“It has always been our strong belief that responsible minerals development, when allowed to 

flourish, could substantially contribute to economic recovery,” COMP chairman Michael Toledo 

said. 

“This is particularly in terms of increasing government revenue, job generation, and 
poverty alleviation that are most needed in this time of pandemic and beyond,” he 
said. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1475310/louise-maureen-simeon
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 “This is particularly in terms of increasing government revenue, job generation, and poverty 

alleviation that are most needed in this time of pandemic and beyond,” he said. 

Apart from mining, Diokno said agriculture and tourism would also be given attention in this 

administration. 

The agriculture sector has been a laggard in terms of contribution to economic development 

given natural calamities, diseases and meager annual budget. 

The tourism sector, on the other hand, has been severely hit by the pandemic due to restricted 

mobility and unstable reopening of business establishments in the past two years. 

The sector’s contribution to gross domestic product (GDP) barely improved to 5.2 percent in 

2021 from 5.1 percent during the height of the pandemic in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/07/07/2193524/government-ramp-mining-

sectors-development  
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Two parks in ASEAN receive prestigious marine 

biodiversity award 
Published on: July 06, 2022 
By ACB 

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna -- The ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) congratulates the recipients 
of the Blue Park Award by Marine Conservation Institute at the 2022 United Nations Ocean 
Conference in Lisbon, Portugal. Two marine parks from the ASEAN–– the Apo Reef Natural 
Park and Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area (Kawasan Konservasi Perairan 
Kepulauan Raja Ampat), received the platinum and gold-level awards, respectively, at the 
global gathering for oceans. 

ACB Executive Director Theresa Mundita Lim congratulated the parks for meeting the highest 
science-based standards for marine conservation. “We commend the Apo Reef Natural Park 
and the Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area for their designation as thriving 
emblems of the ASEAN region’s spectacular marine biodiversity,” Lim said in a statement. 

The expanse of reefs and waters in both these areas are interconnected by the changes of the 
tides and flows of currents, guiding highways for many migratory species such as whales and 
whalesharks and pathways of the shared stocks like the small pelagics like sardines and round 
scads.  

The Apo Reef Natural Park consists of several islands located 33 kilometres off the coast of 
Occidental Mindoro province in the Philippines. The biggest island in the park, Apo Reef, is the 
second largest contiguous coral reef in the world, containing high coral diversity and providing 
habitat to around 500 types of marine species, including shoals of fishes like jacks and 
trevallies. Shark varieties––reef, white tip, black tip, hammerhead and grey, are also known to 
be abundant in its waters. 

 
The Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area in West Papua, Indonesia is among the richest coral reefs on the planet. 

Photo by I Made Adi Dharmawan/Wikimedia Commons 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/pagro-58-ib-turnover-seedlings-to-balingasag-ip-
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“This Blue Park Award is a testament to more than two decades of hard work of different sectors 
for the conservation and protection of Apo Reef Natural Park,” said Philippine Ambassador to 
Portugal Celia Anna M. Feria in a statement delivered during the awarding ceremony where 
she was joined by Apo Reef Natural Park Superintendent Krystal Villanada. 

Meanwhile, Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area in West Papua, Indonesia is known 
to be one of the richest coral reefs on the planet, encompassing more than 40,000 square 
kilometres of seas and about 1,500 islands. The area is a primary source of nutrients for a 
diversity of life forms, being a ‘gateway’ between the Indian and the Pacific Oceans. In recent 
studies, Raja Ampat has been confirmed to be a key sanctuary for species like manta rays 
(Mobula alfredi). 

Syafri, S.Pi, Head of the Raja Ampat Marine Protected Area Management Authority shares 
their pride in being part of the global network, adding that in Raja Ampat, they “want to continue 
to strengthen management to promote ocean health and ensure food and natural resource 
sustainability for our children and generations to come.” 

“The conferment of these marine protected areas is an inspiring proof of the vital importance of 
these precious habitats to the region. It is only fitting that the favour is returned with concrete 
and concerted actions among countries and partners to ensure a bluer future not just for 
oceans, but for us all,” Lim said. 

While only nine ASEAN Member States have coastal areas, all 10 have vital river systems and 
waterways that drain into the sea with around 650 million people dependent on healthy coastal 
and marine ecosystems for food, livelihood, and culture. However, despite this commonality, 
these ecosystems continue to face challenges and threats. 

Lim added that the common contexts of challenges in conservation and the shared 
responsibility of ensuring sustainability propel regional platforms such as the ACB. The rest of 
the ASEAN can learn from the experience of the awardees, and the ACB stands ready to 
upscale these learnings across the region. 

The Blue Park Award recognises outstanding efforts in marine biodiversity conservation. Since 
its launch in 2017, the annual award has been given by the Marine Conservation Institute, an 
international council of marine conservation experts, to recognise governments, civil society 
organisations, protected areas, and local communities for their efforts in effectively protecting 
marine ecosystems now and for the future. 

The 2022 awardees, Apo Reef Natural Park and the Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation 
Area, together with Old Providence McBean Lagoon National in Colombia, join a growing 
network of 24 recognised waters in 20 countries. (ACB) 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/06/two-parks-in-asean-receive-prestigious-

marine-biodiversity-award  
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Masbate's Tugbo Natural Biotic Area, home 
to wild birds, now a protected area 
Philstar.com July 6, 2022 | 4:48pm 

 
This July 2013 photo shows the Tugbo Forest Watershed as seen from Masbate City. 

City of Masbate Facebook page 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Tugbo Natural Biotic Area (TNBA) in the Masbate province is now 

a protected area, according to Republic Act 11806 which lapsed into law early last month. 

A protected area holds physical and biological significance, and is protected by the government 

against destructive human exploitation. According to the explanatory note of the Senate version 

of the bill for the protected area, the Tugbo Watershed Forest Resevre is the primary water 

source for Masbate and for the town of Mobo. 

It is also home to several species of wild birds, inlcuding the Philippine Hawk Owl, Philippine 

Bulbul, White-browed Shama, Blue headed fantail, White-vented Whistler and Orange-bellied 

Flowerpecker. 

Sen. Cynthia Villar, who filed the measure in Senate in 2020, said Wednesday that it was 

passed into law on June 2. It was only on June 28, however, when it was uploaded on The 

Official Gazette, the official government journal. 

"In recognition of the richness of the biological resources, both flora and fauna, that are native 

and distinct to the Tugbo Watershed Forest Reserve, as well as their aesthetic and ecological 

importance, a parcel of land located in the City of Masbate and the Municipality of Mobo, in the 

Province of Masbate is hereby declared a protected area with the category of natural biotic 

area," the RA 11806 read.  

"As such, the State shall ensure the conservation, protection, management and rehabilitation 

of the area," it added.  

With the law in place, TNBA will be managed within the National Integrated Protected Area 

System and must be allocated with funds consistent with its protection, according to Villar who 

served as the chairperson of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Climate Change 

in the 18th Congress. 

Villar and Rep. Elisa "Olga" Kho (Masbate, 2nd district) authored and pushed for declaration of 

the TNBA as a protected area.  

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/pagro-58-ib-turnover-seedlings-to-balingasag-ip-

community  

 

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/2022/06/02/republic-act-no-11806/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/2022/06/02/republic-act-no-11806/
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TNBA's inclusion in the list brings up the number of legislated protected areas in the country to 

113, the senator said.  

Under the law, areas surrounding the TNBA may be considered as buffer zones by the 

government in a bid to give an extra layer of protection.  

The RA lapsed into law after former President Rodrigo Duterte did not affix his signature on it.  

In a statement on Wednesday, Villar pointed out that there are still several sites across the 

country which have yet to be given a protective status.  

The country is home to two-thirds of world's animal and plant species, according to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity.  

The Philippines is known as a biodiversity hotspot or an area with large numbers of endemic 

species which are threatened by the loss of habitats and other man-made activities.  

As of 2019, almost 100 species of animals and plants were included in the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species, considered as the world's 

most comprehensive database on the global extinction risk status of organisms. — Angelica 

Y. Yang  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/07/06/2193493/masbates-tugbo-natural-biotic-area-home-wild-birds-now-

protected-area  
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PAGRO, 58 IB turnover seedlings to Balingasag 

IP community 
Published on: July 06, 2022 
By Vincent Philip Bautista 

CLAVERIA, Misamis Oriental (PIA) – The Provincial Agriculture Office of Misamis Oriental 
(PAGRO-MisOr), together with the 58th Infantry “Dimalulupig” Battalion (58IB), turned over 
seedlings to PAMALIHI CADT, at Sitio Eva, Brgy Samay, Balingasag, on May 26 and 27. 

The turnover of 100 fruit-bearing tree seedlings was spearheaded by Julie Fe Buzarang of 
PAGRO-MisOr which was then transported to the IP Garden of Pamalihi Cadt as part of the 
province’s goal of supporting hinterland communities towards their agricultural inputs while 
respecting ancestral domain rights. 

The day after the turnover, the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 
Regional Training Center (RTC)-Tagoloan together with the IP members who have undergone 
Produce Organic Concoction Livelihood training, went to the IP garden and planted the 
assorted seedlings and applied their training inputs. 

Pamalihi Cadt leader Datu Cesar G Asapon expressed his gratitude towards the government’s 
support in his community and vowed that the seedlings will be taken care of so the future 
generations of their community can benefit from its produce. (VPSB/PIA-Misamis Oriental) 

 
Greening Goals. 100 fruit-bearing tree seedlings were turned over to the Pamalihi Cadt IP community as part of the province’s 

goal of supporting hinterland communities towards their agricultural inputs while respecting ancestral domain rights., May 26. 

(58IB) 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/06/pagro-58-ib-turnover-seedlings-to-balingasag-ip-

community  
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IRR on ‘No to Single-Use Plastics’ ordinance 

waiting for approval 

 
Image from Pixabay 

I O N A  F I N L A Y  C .  M E N D O Z A  

July 06, 2022 

THE ‘No to Single-Use Plastisc’ Ordinance may be widely implemented soon after approval of 
the final implementing rules and regulations (IRR), according to the Davao City Environment 
Office (Cenro) on Monday, June 4. 

Engr. Lakandiwag Orcullo, Acting Division Head of the Environmental Waste Management 
Division of Cenro, told SunStar Davao in an interview that the IRR of the ordinance has already 
been submitted to the Office of the City Legal Officer around two to three weeks ago for review. 

Orcullo said he expects the City Legal Office will be done reviewing the IRR in around a month, 
after which, it will be submitted to the office of Mayor Sebastian Z. Duterte. 

"Once nagawas na to siya sa City Legal, humana sa ilaha, then pirmahan ni mayor, ma-
implement na siya (Once it will be released by the City Legal when they are done reviewing, 
the mayor will sign it for approval then it will be implemented)," he said in an interview. 

Ordinance No. 0500-21 or the No to Single-Use Plastics was approved in 2021 by former mayor 
and Vice President Sara Duterte. It states that establishments need to apply and pay a fee of 
P10,000 annually for a Special Permit to legally sell, distribute, and use single-use plastics. 

“Ang city mayor ang mag-issue sa Special Permit, nakabutang didto na ang Business Bureau 
ang mag issue sa Special Permit on behalf ni mayor (The city mayor will issue the Special 
Permit, and it will be done by the Business Bureau on behalf of the city mayor),” Orcullo said. 

Thirteen identified single-use plastic items are covered by the ordinance, including plastic cups, 
sachets, plates, utensils, straws, “clamshell” food containers, coffee stirrers, and all non-
microwavable plastics, along with plastic materials such as gloves, balloons, and balloon 
sticks. ICM 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934061/davao/local-news/irr-on-no-to-single-use-

plastics-ordinance-waiting-for-approval  
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DavNor PSWDO’s cash-for-work program to 

focus on environment 

 
Photo from One DavNor Network 

I O N A  F I N L A Y  C .  M E N D O Z A  

July 06, 2022 

THE Risk Resiliency Program of the Provincial Social Welfare Development Office (PSWDO) 
for 2022 in Davao del Norte will focus on environmental and climate change mitigation activities. 

During a radio interview on July 5, 2022, DavNor PSWDO representatives said the Risk 
Resiliency Program for this year will implement a Cash for Work on Climate Change Adaptation 
and Mitigation Program. 

PSWDO said they have partnered with different government agencies on environmental 
protection, such as the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (Penro) and 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office (PDRRMO), thus the focus on 
Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation. 

Another basis is because of the presence of a major river basin in Davao del Norte, particularly 
the Libuganon River. 

A total of 12,660 identified individuals will benefit from the short-term, 10-day employment 
program. Their job will be focused on environmental protection work such as tree planting, 
mangrove planting, and rehabilitation of mangrove sites. 

“Naa pud ta mga repair sa atong (We also have repair and maintenance of our) community 
infrastructure, sama anang mga (including) canal declogging, canal desilting or culvert clearing, 
road clearing, road patching. Naa pud ta (We also have) food security intervention, dira 
masulod ang atong mga (focusing on) communal or backyard gardening,” Emma Manoay, 
Social Welfare Officer II, said. 

Meanwhile, Honey Nacion, Social Welfare Officer II, said the program has a total budget 
allocation of P50,133,600 wherein the beneficiaries will receive a payment of P3,960 for the 
duration of their work. The amount is based on the previous minimum wage of P396 per day. 

Nacion said the Cash-for-Work program was implemented in two batches for this year wherein 
4,737 beneficiaries received a payout in May and 5,813 on July 1. Currently, there are more 
than 2,000 beneficiaries are still waiting for the schedule of their payout. ICM 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934059/davao/local-news/davnor-pswdos-cash-

for-work-program-to-focus-on-environment  
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Food recycling 
July 6, 2022 | 5:53 pm 

Static 
By Marvin Tort 

 
WIKIPEDIA 

People are now struggling with higher prices for fuel and food. Couple this with long-term issues 
in agriculture, which ultimately impact food supply. Even food imports have been disrupted, by 
rising transportation costs as well as the trouble in Ukraine — a major exporter of wheat and 
other food products. And, instead of saving resources, many people still end up wasting food. 

The challenge for the present Congress, which opens on July 25, is to succeed where previous 
congresses failed in legislating the mandatory reduction of food waste. It is bad enough that 
food has become significantly more expensive nowadays. With the poverty and hunger around 
us, for either consumers or producers to end up wasting food is simply a crime against 
humanity. 

In 2016, Senate Bill No. 357 was filed to help address food waste by proposing that food 
establishments be required to donate excess food to charities and food banks. A similar bill, 
House Bill No. 8873, provided for the creation and regulation of food banks that are to receive 
edible surplus food donated to charity. Both bills died of hunger — for attention. 

Later on, House Bill No. 3370 or the Food Waste Reduction Act was filed to make mandatory 
the donation of edible food surplus for charitable purposes, and facilitate the creation of food 
banks. A similar bill was proposed as Senate Bill No. 1242 or the Zero Food Waste Act. Several 
other related bills have been filed at one time or the other. All died of hunger — for attention — 
as well. 

These bills’ elements were all the same. Essentially, food manufacturers, food establishments, 
supermarkets with at least 500 meters of selling space, and culinary schools with at least 50 
students must set aside edible food surplus, first for health inspection, and then donation to 
food banks. The food would be checked by health inspectors before being turned over to 
accredited food banks serving the poor. Food banks would then distribute the food to recipients 
to be identified by local and national government agencies. 

The concept is simple enough. In fact, it works in other countries. But, for some reason, locally, 
it doesn’t seem to get the attention it deserves. A “surplus” in waste is possible, with supply of 
recycled food in banks exceeding demand for them. Then, the issue of recycling is simply 
moved down in the timeline. But such is unlikely in a poor country where millions go hungry. 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934059/davao/local-news/davnor-pswdos-cash-

for-work-program-to-focus-on-environment  
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As early as 2016, France became the first country in the world to ban supermarkets from 

wasting food. A French law prohibited groceries from throwing away food that were nearing 

their best-before dates. Such food must instead be donated to charities and food banks, where 

it could be used to produce meals for the poor. 

Supermarkets that violated the ban could be fined, and their owners or corporate officers jailed. 

Supermarkets with a footprint of at least 400 square meters were made to sign donation 

contracts with charities, or face a penalty. Food industries were also encouraged to give excess 

products directly to food banks from factories. 

And then there was a “food waste” supermarket that opened in the United Kingdom also in 

2016 that began working with other supermarkets to put such food to good use. “The Real Junk 

Food Project” opened its first warehouse in Leeds to serve as a “food waste supermarket” 

where the poor could take food which would otherwise have been thrown away. 

But the food is not free. People were expected to pay what they could afford, or donate their 

time in volunteering for the project instead; food past expiration date would be rechecked if they 

were still fit for human consumption; and goods would also get sent to partner cafes and 

restaurants, which would prepare them and sell the cooked meals also to those in need. 

According to the World Economic Forum (WEF), in 2019, the world was wasting more than 1.3 

billion tons of food each year. It also noted that cutting food waste by up to 20 million tons as 

one of 12 measures that could help transform global food systems by 2030. It also cited South 

Korea, which now recycles 95% of its food waste, from just 2% some years back. 

In a report by senior writer Douglas Bloom, WEF noted that South Korea took “radical action to 

ensure that the mountain of wasted food is recycled.” For one, it banned the dumping of food 

in landfills. Then, food waste recycling was made compulsory by encouraging home 

composting. Food waste must also be placed in special biodegradable bags that cost $6 (P300) 

a month. 

The South Korean government also approved the use of recycled food waste as fertilizer and 

animal feed. And in Seoul, WEF noted “6,000 automated bins equipped with scales and Radio 

Frequency Identification (RFID) weigh food waste as it is deposited and charge residents using 

an ID card. The pay-as-you-recycle machines have reduced food waste in the city by 47,000 

tons in six years.” 

“Residents are urged to reduce the weight of the waste they deposit by removing moisture first. 

Not only does this cut the charges they pay — food waste is around 80% moisture — but it also 

saved the city $8.4 million in collection charges over the same period,” the WEF report said. 

“Waste collected using the biodegradable bag scheme is squeezed at the processing plant to 

remove moisture, which is used to create biogas and bio-oil. Dry waste is turned into fertilizer 

that is, in turn, helping to drive the country’s burgeoning urban farm movement.” 

Ultimately, however, the matter of food recycling boils down to people’s eating habits. How 

people buy, cook, service, and apportion food makes a big difference in the volume of food 

waste eventually produced, and how much waste must be recycled. The argument against 

recycling is its moral hazard as it can encourage inefficient production and consumption. 

Efficient production and consumption produce little to no waste, and mitigates the need for 

recycling. 

The Philippines, however, seems content with its “pagpag,” where scavengers go through 

garbage bins and “recycle” edible food waste by cleaning, recooking, and repacking them, and 

then selling them in poor communities. But there are more decent, humane, and hygienic ways 

of doing practically the same thing. It is just a wonder why in the last six years, and through two 

Congresses and two administrations, the Philippines has not managed to pass a law on food 

waste reduction. This is a major challenge for the present administration to consider. 

Marvin Tort is a former managing editor of BusinessWorld, and a former chairman of the 
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Congresses and two administrations, the Philippines has not managed to pass a law on food 

waste reduction. This is a major challenge for the present administration to consider. 

Marvin Tort is a former managing editor of BusinessWorld, and a former chairman of the 
Philippine Press Council 

matort@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/opinion/2022/07/06/459596/food-recycling/  
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UNDP, DILG reinforce LOCAL, community-
level disaster, climate resilience 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR JULY 6, 2022 

THE United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in the Philippines and the Department 

of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) marked an important milestone in their partnership 

with an initiative to strengthen the disaster and climate resilience of targeted local governments 

in the next six years. 

Former DILG chief Eduardo Año and UNDP-Philippines Officer-in-Charge Edwine Carrié 

signed in June a memorandum of understanding (MOU) for the Strengthening Institutions and 

Empowering Localities Against Disasters and Climate Change (SHIELD) Programme, which is 

designed to accelerate resilience-building efforts at the local level by tying up with multiple 

stakeholders to unlock financing and implement risk-informed, inclusive resilience actions. 

The program is being implemented in partnership with DILG, UNDP-Philippines and partners 

composed of the Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society, National Resilience Council, 

Philippine Business for Social Progress, and UN-Habitat. 

Through SHIELD, the Australian government has invested AUS$18 million to support its 

Philippine counterpart in building institutional and community resilience to natural hazards and 

climate change. It enables local governments to pursue and invest in resilient development. 

Lauding the initiative, Año noted: “There are [local government units having] difficulties in 

accessing funds due to program viability and project-management readiness. SHIELD seeks 

to address these by providing other disaster-financing options for our LGUs, enabling them to 

implement more risk-informed measures.” 

As lead government partner, DILG will provide oversight and strategic direction to facilitate 

achievement of SHIELD’s outcomes. 

The initiative will also work with Philippine scientific agencies to produce tailored and accessible 

information to aid disaster-risk reduction (DRR) and resilience-building. 

While the country has made significant progress in DRR and climate action, more work remains 

to strengthen resilience. The cost of disasters to the country is significantly high, with LGUs 

and communities bearing the brunt. 

“SHIELD recognizes the vital role of local governments not just in responding to [emergencies], 

but also in driving transformative resilience actions that would ultimately benefit the 

communities,” said Carrié during the MOU signing. “[The program] aims to strengthen 

capacities at the LGU and community-level, as they are usually the first responders in times of 

crises.” 

Located along the typhoon belt, the Philippines experiences an average of 20 typhoons yearly. 

Last December Typhoon Odette (international name Rai) struck the country, made nine 

landfalls in seven provinces, and affected more than 8 million Filipinos. According to national 

records, the agriculture sector incurred damages worth almost P16 billion, while those to 

infrastructure topped P17 billion. 

The six-year program will be implemented in 11 of the country’s most vulnerable provinces to 

help them counter disaster and climate-change impacts. Among target provinces are Albay, 

Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur, Cagayan, Cebu, Davao Oriental, Eastern Samar, Northern 

Samar, Pampanga, Pangasinan, and Quezon. It will also cover Metro Manila, given its 

vulnerability to earthquakes and its economic significance, along with the Bangsamoro Region, 
with the increasing disaster and climate vulnerability of conflict-affected areas. 

 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lecruz/
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with the increasing disaster and climate vulnerability of conflict-affected areas. 

Apart from DILG, the Office of Civil Defense and the Department of Science and Technology 

will also be jointly leading SHIELD components. The Ministry of the Interior and Local 

Government of the Bangsamoro will be the region’s lead focal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/06/undp-dilg-reinforce-local-community-level-

disaster-climate-resilience/  
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PH Red Cross observes National Disaster Resilience 

Month; prepares disaster management assets 
Published July 6, 2022, 8:03 PM 

by Manila Bulletin 

The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) joins the observance of the National Disaster Resilience 

Month (NDRM) this July with the theme “Sambayanang Pilipino, Nagkakaisa tungo sa 

Katatagan at Maunlad na Kinabukasan.” 

 
(PHILIPPINE RED CROSS) 

“Hinihikayat ko ang ating mga kababayan na laging maging handa sa panahon ng 

kalamidad (I am encouraging my countrymen to be always prepared in times of calamities),” 

PRC Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Richard Gordon said in a statement released 

by PRC on Wednesday, July 6. 

The Executive Order no. 29, s. 2017 designated July of each year as the NDRM throughout 

the country. 

The PRC also expressed full support for the government in its init iative and actions on 

building resilience covering the four thematic areas of disasters: disaster prevention and 

mitigation, disaster preparedness, disaster response, and disaster rehabilitation and 

recovery. 

In line with that, PRC has prepared its assets to promptly deliver services in case of urgent 

rescue and relief operations amid disasters. 

The humanitarian organization’s 35 Food trucks, 178 Ambulance units, 40 Rescue boats, 

15 Fire trucks, 28 Water tankers, five Six-by-six and Rescue trucks, eight Payloaders and 

Humvees, four Fire tanker trucks, two Amphibians, and Military jeeps are on stand-by. 

Also, PRC’s 17 Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene hubs equipped with 30 water treatment 

units, trained volunteers and staff, and hygiene promotion materials are ready to be 

deployed at any time. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-

ngayon/bansa/2022/07/07/2193630/magsasakang-reporter-nanawagan-ng-green-revolution  
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“Bukod sa ating modernong operasyon, nariyan ang ating mga volunteers na handang 

magmalasakit sa kapwa ano mang oras (Aside from our modern operations, the volunteers 

are always here to help everyone at any given time),” Gordon added. 

To know more about the activities of the PRC for the NDRM 2022, you may email the PRC 

Disaster Management Services at dms1@redcross.org.ph. (Luisa Cabato) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/06/ph-red-cross-observes-national-disaster-resilience-

month-prepares-disaster-management-assets/  
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ADB says green recovery critical for Philippines 
amid climate challenges 
July 6, 2022 | 8:13 pm 

 
BW FILE PHOTO 

THE Asian Development Bank (ADB) said the Philippines must ensure that its recovery is 
sufficiently green in light of the challenges posed by climate change and declining biodiversity. 

The ADB, in a statement, noted that the Philippines is considered one of the top five countries 
most impacted by climate change, making the sustainability of its post-pandemic recovery 
measures crucial. 

Specifically, the ADB cited issues with Philippine reefs, heavy reliance on marine ecosystems, 
and the large populations of smallholder fishermen depending on these resources for livelihood 
and sustenance. 

The ADB took note of action taken by the Philippines to address such concerns, including a 
2020 moratorium on the development of new coal-fired power plants, and a plan to incentivize 
private sector investment in renewables such as large-scale geothermal projects. 

The ADB also noted the Philippines’ work with the bank on a catalytic financing mechanism 
under the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to facilitate recovery from the pandemic. 

The government’s commitment to fast-tracking its transition to renewable energy from coal is 
reflected in its target to increase renewables’ share of the energy mix to at least 30% by 2030, 
the ADB said. 

And while some Philippine industries like food processing and construction have specific 
initiatives, the country still does not have an integrated circular economy plan governing the re-
use of minerals, fossil fuels, metals, and biomass. 

“While several countries in the region have begun to support a green recovery, more needs to 
be done. We must encourage additional green stimulus, design carbon pricing schemes, 
reduce dependence on fossil-fuel intensive power, and attract private sector investors to large-
scale renewable energy, sustainable transport, and clean urban projects,” ADB Director 
General for Southeast Asia Ramesh Subramaniam said in a webinar. 

 

The ADB supports a green-recovery approach for Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, 
and the Philippines. 
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The ADB supports a green-recovery approach for Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, 
and the Philippines. 

It estimates that if climate change issues are not addressed, it could cost ASEAN economies 
an estimated 11% of their combined GDP by 2100. 

The ADB identified five focus areas with potential for effecting a green recovery: productive and 
regenerative agriculture, healthy and productive oceans, sustainable urban development and 
transport, circular economy models, and renewable and efficient energy. 

The ADB said that “if leveraged fully, the five green growth opportunities would require 

approximately $172 billion in capital investment and can create 30 million jobs in Southeast 

Asia by 2030.” — Justine Irish D. Tabile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/07/06/459712/adb-says-green-recovery-

critical-for-philippines-amid-climate-challenges/  
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Climate change vulnerability 
July 6, 20225 min read 

 

How often indeed have weather experts say that the Philippines is highly vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate change, including sea-level rise, increased frequency of extreme weather 

events, rising temperatures, and extreme rainfall. 

This is due to its high exposure to natural hazards (cyclones, landslides, floods, droughts), 

dependence on climate-sensitive natural resources, and vast coastlines where all of its major 

cities and the majority of the population reside. 

A rich yet increasingly depleted natural and marine resources base supports livelihoods through 

fisheries, agriculture, forestry, energy, mining, and tourism and provides critical ecosystem 

services such as shoreline protection, flood control, soil stability, and habitats for biodiversity. 

In the Philippines more than half of greenhouse gas emissions come from the energy sector, 

followed by agriculture, industrial processes, waste, land-use change, and forestry. 

There is a report titled Getting a Grip on Climate Change in the Philippines that looks at the 

innovations as well as gaps in policy and financing of climate change programs since the 

country adopted the Climate Change Act four years ago. 

The report – done at the request of, and in close collaboration with the Climate Change 

Commission and the Department of Budget and Management – provides detailed analysis and 

recommendations on how the country could accelerate reforms for managing the growing 

climate change impacts and increasing greenhouse gas emissions while contributing to poverty 

reduction. 

The report provides recommendations along three themes: 

• Strengthening the planning, execution, and financing framework for climate change; 

• Enhancing leadership and accountability through monitoring, evaluation, and review of climate 

change policies and activities; and 

• Building the country’s capacity and managing change 

The report also underscores that while the government builds 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/climate-change-vulnerability/
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• Building the country’s capacity and managing change 

The report also underscores that while the government builds resilience to climate change 

impacts, it should also ensure that the country’s emissions of greenhouse gases (e.g. methane 

and carbon dioxide) remain in check. 

Though a minor contributor to climate change globally, the Philippines’ greenhouse gas 

emissions rank in the top 25 percent among low- and middle-income countries, with significant 

increases projected in the coming decades. Emissions from the energy sector are projected to 

quadruple by 2030, with the transport sector expected to double its emissions. 

A CCC official has said “Policymakers have put in place comprehensive sets of policies, 

programs, and institutions for dealing with climate change. This important report helps put 

greater focus into our work as we try to make our communities safer from and the people less 

vulnerable to sea-level rise and extreme weather events like strong typhoons, floods and storm 

surges, among other impacts.” 

Thirteen years back, or in 2009, Congress passed the Climate Change Act creating the CCC 

to develop policies and coordinate government programs on climate change. 

Officials at the time said appropriations for climate change programs had been increasing at 

an average of 26 percent yearly since 2009, outpacing the growth of the national budget which 

was growing at around 6 percent. 

“Climate change has a direct and immediate impact on development. 

As it stood, the Philippines was already in the path of major weather disturbances that damage 

property and critical infrastructure. 

More urgent however is the fact that these weather patterns frequently jeopardize the welfare 

of communities in high-risk areas. 

In the past, the World Bank launched a global report titled Turn Down the Heat: Climate 

Extremes, Regional Impacts and the Case for Resilience. 

The study says that climate change-related impacts were projected to increase in the coming 

decades, threatening in particular: 

• Coastal populations: Climate change is expected to lead to more intense typhoons, higher 

sea levels, and storm surges. 

Storm surges are projected to affect about 14 percent of the total population and 42 percent of 

coastal populations. Informal settlements, which account for 45 percent of the Philippines’ 

urban population, are particularly vulnerable to floods due to less secure infrastructure, reduced 

access to clean water, and lack of health insurance. 

• Farming and fishing: Climate-related impacts are expected to reduce agricultural productivity 

in the Philippines. Also, warming oceans and ocean acidification affect coral reefs which serve 

as feeding and spawning grounds for many fish species that support the livelihoods of fisher 

folks. 

Also at that time, World Bank officials said implementing the country’s climate change programs 

with increased financing, improved design, and greater focus and coordination contributes 

significantly to the country’s development goals. 

They said promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency, for instance, boosts energy 

security and can lower energy costs, thus improving the country’s competitiveness. In 

agriculture, adaptation activities like conserving water and improving water quality will enhance 

food security. 

 

“Labor-intensive activities like developing climate-resilient farming and retrofitting infrastructure for 

flood control will build resilience while increasing job opportunities, especially for the poor. Climate change 
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“Labor-intensive activities like developing climate-resilient farming and retrofitting infrastructure 

for flood control will build resilience while increasing job opportunities, especially for the poor. 

Climate change adaptation is very important in achieving inclusive growth,” one said. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/climate-change-

vulnerability/?fbclid=IwAR1RrMJUeolFY_mGwImgkHC5vdlIw6K4mTTjSNMLx7O7c6YEtg

TpE9PV5iA  
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https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/06/climate-change-vulnerability/?fbclid=IwAR1RrMJUeolFY_mGwImgkHC5vdlIw6K4mTTjSNMLx7O7c6YEtgTpE9PV5iA


July 07, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Magsasakang Reporter, nanawagan ng 
‘Green Revolution’ 
Pilipino Star Ngayon July 7, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Nanawagan sa publiko ang Magsasakang Reporter na si Mer Layson 

na magsagawa ng “Green Revolution” o magtanim ang bawat isa ng sariling pagkain na isa sa 

mga  proyekto noon ni dating First Lady Imelda Romualdez Marcos. 

Sa ginaganap na Bagong Balita Media Forum sa      Quezon City kahapon, isa sa mga guest 

at resource speaker si Layson kasama sina Department of Agriculture (DA) Undersecretary 

Ariel Cayanan at BFAR Director   Eduardo Gongona. Ang batikang TV at Radio persona-lity na 

si Gani Oro ang moderator at host ng Forum na ginanap sa Max’s Restaurant sa Quezon 

Avenue, QC. 

Dito ay ibinahagi ni Layson ang kanyang kaalaman at adbokasiya tungkol sa pagtatanim ng 

iba’t-ibang uri ng halaman sa pamamagitan ng organikong pamamaraan. Ayon kay Layson, 

ang pagkakaroon ng seguridad sa pagkain, dapat magsimula sa ating mga tahanan, “food 

security starts at home”. 

Matagal ng isinusulong at adbokasiya ni Layson ang Urban Gardening na kahit sa mga bote 

ng softdrinks at mineral water ay maaaring magtanim ng sariling pagkain. 

Ani Layson, dapat din buhayin ng kasalukuyang administration ang programang “Masagana 

99” ng dating Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Sr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-

ngayon/bansa/2022/07/07/2193630/magsasakang-reporter-nanawagan-ng-green-revolution  
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PCG, US partner vs threats to maritime safety, 

security within Caraga 
By Franco Jose C. Baroña July 6, 2022 

THE Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has partnered with the United States Marines to identify 

vulnerable coastal areas and assess threats for maritime safety, marine environmental 

protection and maritime security within the Caraga region. 

The head of of Coast Guard District North Eastern Mindanao (CGDNEM), Commodore 

Eduardo de Luna Jr., joined United States Marines Commander Ryan Paulson in conducting 

an aerial survey on the coastal waters of Caraga onboard US Aircraft Erickson Bell Helicopter 

on Tuesday, the PCG has reported 

The activity was part of the maritime domain awareness (MDA) in connection with the ongoing 

workshop being carried out by the CGDNEM for the creation/drafting of its Maritime Security 

Development Plan for the Caraga-Region 13. This is also designed to give Philippine authorities 

the capacity and the capability "to spend more time beyond their littorals". 

Maritime domain awareness also involves increasing the capacity to identify activities going on 

in a particular area with the idea that one would be able to respond to any threats. 

The PCG had established a center for recruitment in Butuan City to significantly help in boosting 

the Coast Guard's presence and delivery of public service in the region. 

This is expected to serve as the center for Coast Guard recruitment in the Caraga region as it 

is strategically located in the Capital City of Region 13. The PCG said the regional office in the 

area will also intensify the mobilization of its assets, specifically in responding to maritime 

incidents and natural calamities. 

In addition it will also help improve Coast Guard monitoring of seagoing vessels to uphold 

maritime security and maritime safety as the center is located near major seaports, such as the 

Masao International Port, the Nasipit Port, and the Butuan Port. 

The Caraga region is composed of five provinces: Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur, Dinagat 

Islands, Surigao del Norte, and Surigao del Sur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/06/latest-stories/pcg-us-partner-vs-threats-to-

maritime-safety-security-within-caraga/1849982  
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Dingdong Dantes says you have to choose to take 

care of the environment every day 
By NIKA ROQUE GMA News 

Published July 6, 2022 6:30pm 

 

Dingdong Dantes remains passionate about environmental protection, given that both his 
showbiz projects and personal advocacies through the years have always concerned nature 
and the fight against climate change. 

As the host of the infotainment series “Amazing Earth,” Dingdong believes taking care of planet 
Earth not just involves lawmakers and policy makers, but also everyday folk like us. In fact, he 
says it has to start with us. 

“Tayo naman talaga ang mga tagapangalaga ng itong magagandang bagay na binigay sa ‘tin 
ng Panginoon. I think everyone has their own role in taking care of all these God-given gifts." 

“Mapa hayop man yan, mapa kalikasan man yan, kahit ano man, pati itong tinatamasan nating 
kalayaan diba, kailangan pangalagaan natin. Everyone should play a significant part by being 
responsible citizens,” he said during the “Amazing Earth” media conference. 

Dingdong added that helping the environment and communities should not be a one-time thing. 
He believes that it must be a way of life. 

 

 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/world/2022/07/06/221321/after-40-years-of-

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/entertainment/showbiznews/news/13415/in-photos-dingdong-dantes-unrelenting-fight-against-climate-change/photo#:~:text=Dingdong%20has%20always%20advocated%20mitigating,to%20spread%20the%20important%20message.
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/world/2022/07/06/221321/after-40-years-of-extinction-rhinos-return-to-mozambique/
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“Kung ang commitment mo ay pangalagaan ito, you have to choose it every day at hindi lang 
because of convenience.” 
 
“Amazing Earth” will be presenting episodes for their fourth anniversary starting on July 10, 
Sunday at 5:20 p.m. on GMA. Special guests for the anniversary episodes include Glaiza De 
Castro, Max Collins, Ruru Madrid, the Bataan Ecowarriors, and more. 

— LA, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/healthandwellness/837265/dingdong-

dantes-says-you-have-to-choose-to-take-care-of-the-environment-

everyday/story/?fbclid=IwAR2MfVBfPj8-S4k3kSya5p4kgHZf9sZrFMucz_emUki-

w0C4TU6ffIK2wvY /  
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After 40 years of extinction, rhinos return to 

Mozambique 
By Sisipho Skweyiya via Reuters - July 6, 2022 - 6:54 PM 

 
Kester Vickery, co-founder of Conservation Solutions, attends to a tranquillised rhino during the relocation of the first 19 white 

rhinos from South Africa to Zinave National Park in Mozambique, in Lephalale in the Limpopo province, South Africa, May 30, 

2022. (Reuters/Siphiwe Sibeko) 

JOHANNESBURG — Over four decades after they became extinct locally, rhinos are roaming 

again the wilds of Mozambique, which is bringing the endangered species from South Africa in 

efforts to breathe new life into its parks and boost local tourism. 

A group of rangers captured, sedated and moved black and white rhinos over 1,000 miles 

(1,610 km) to Mozambique’s Zinave National Park, which has over 400,000 hectares and more 

than 2,300 other reintroduced animals. 

“Rhinos are important to the ecosystem, which is one of the reasons why we’re moving them 

all this distance and doing all this effort to get them there,” Kester Vickery, a conservationist 

who is supervising the rhino translocation told Reuters. 

The Peace Parks Foundation (PPF) conservation group, which is conducting the operation, 

aims to relocate over 40 rhinos in the next two years to Mozambique. 

Its project manager, Anthony Alexander, said that the group has already brought in certain 

predators and many elephants to the park and that it was now rhinos’ turn. 

“It’s very exciting now to complete the presence of historical species in the park,” Alexander 

said. 

This initiative is a part of a campaign to save the endangered species by relocating them to 

safe havens where they have a chance to increase their population. 

“We are effectively spreading our eggs and putting them in different baskets,” Vickery said, 

adding that he hoped to see a thriving population of white rhinos in Zinave in 10 years. 

Mozambican Environment Minister Ivete Maibaze said in a statement that this historic 

translocation will also be beneficial for the country’s emerging eco-tourism industry. 

Mozambique’s wildlife numbers were badly hit by a 15-year civil war that ended in 1992, and 

by poaching. 

—Reporting Sisipho Skweyiya; Writing by Anait Miridzhanian; Editing by Sandra Maler 

Source: https://interaksyon.philstar.com/world/2022/07/06/221321/after-40-years-of-

extinction-rhinos-return-to-mozambique/  
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More cases of Omicron subvariant detected 
Mayen Jaymalin - The Philippine Star July 7, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Tourists and residents of Baguio City are seen walking along Session Road while wearing their face masks, 

although others improperly do so, on July 4, 2022. 
Andy Zapata 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Cases of the highly transmissible Omicron subvariants in the country 

continue to increase, based on the latest genome sequencing reported by the Department of 

Health (DOH). 

The DOH reported yesterday that out of the samples processed from June 29 to July 4, 190 

cases of the Omicron variant of concern and all of its sublineages were detected. 

The total number of confirmed Omicron cases nationwide is now 7,919, with 185 of the latest 

190 reported cases being local patients and five being returning overseas Filipinos (ROFs). No 

deaths were recorded among the latest cases. 

In the same genome sequencing run, there were 43 BA.5 cases, 20 BA.2.12.1 cases and seven 

BA.4 cases. Twenty-one confirmed COVID-19 cases had no lineage assigned. 

“Forty-two of the 43 BA.5 cases, 16 of the 20 BA.2.12.1 cases, and all seven BA.4 cases are 

local, while the remaining four BA.2.12.1 and one BA.5 case are ROFs,” the DOH said. 

At present, the hospital bed utilization rate nationwide remains at low risk despite the detection 

of more cases of the highly transmissible Omicron subvariant. 

“Nevertheless, maintaining minimum public health standards and being up-to-date on 

vaccination should still be practiced by every Filipino to reduce transmission,” Health 

Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said. 

‘Not as virulent’ 

Though highly transmissible, the Omicron variants are not as virulent compared to other 

variants of COVID-19, the DOH said. 

It said existing data support the recent statement of President Marcos that Omicron subvariants 

do not result in more severe and critical cases. 

Data showed that severe and critical cases account only for 3.09 percent of the total COVID-

19 cases recorded from December 2021 to February 2022. 

The figure, DOH said, is less than half of the critical and severe cases recorded during the peak 

of the surges due to the Delta and Alpha variants. 

It also noted that only 1.8 percent of Omicron cases succumbed to the infection, as 
compared to 5.55 percent of Alpha cases and 4.9 percent of Delta cases. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804856/mayen-jaymalin
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It also noted that only 1.8 percent of Omicron cases succumbed to the infection, as compared 

to 5.55 percent of Alpha cases and 4.9 percent of Delta cases. 

High vaccination rate and compliance with health protocols also help maintain low COVID-19 

infections in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/07/2193631/more-cases-omicron-

subvariant-detected  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/07/2193631/more-cases-omicron-subvariant-detected
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqNheh8Bc5U 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IO4EGoisyK8 
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