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Iba Botanicals imports agarwood seedlings 
from India 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA JULY 4, 2022 
The first batch of 25,000 live agarwood-producing tree seedlings imported from India arrived in 

the Philippines, according to the chief executive of Iba Botanicals. 

“With the arrival from India today by air, Iba Botanicals became the world’s first importer of live 

agarwood seedlings in full compliance with the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES),” Ben Mead, founder and CEO of Iba Botanicals, told the 

BusinessMirror. 

Agarwood is the most expensive forest product in the world.  Agarwood chips, obtained from 

the heartwood of Aquilaria species like the Aquilaria Malaccensis or locally known as lapnisan 

which is a naturally-occurring species in the Philippines, can fetch up to $100,000 per kilo. 

However, lapnisan is also an endangered species which is why the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) strictly prohibits the harvesting from the wild of agarwood or 

any of the byproducts of lapnisan. 

As a strategy to prevent its extinction in the wild, the DENR through its Biodiversity 

Management Bureau (BMB) is promoting the commercialization of Aquilaria trees.  However, it 

requires those interested to venture into establishing agarwood production to secure all the 

necessary permits from concerned government agencies, particularly the DENR-BMB. 

Among the first to secure special permits to import and establish lapnisan in the Philippines is 

Iba Botanicals, which, as part of its advocacy, is promoting institutions and individuals to 

venture into agarwood production as the company’s partners. 

“We are planning to put up agarwood plantations in Lipa, Batangas, and in Mindanao,” said 

Mead. 

This year alone, Iba Botanicals has a permit to import 350,000 live agarwood-producing 

seedlings. In the next few months, the company said the seedlings will arrive in the country. 

Mead said they complied with strict regulatory requirements in importing the agarwood-

producing tree seedlings. 

“We had to secure permits from 8 different agencies in India, and 3 here in the Philippines,” he 

said. 

Iba Botanicals is a pioneer in the Philippine essential oils and natural extracts industries. Among 

its products are Ylang Ylang essential oils, Vetiver grass oil, and Elemi Essential oil. 

It is planning to produce agarwood chips and essential oils in the next few years while reselling 

its imported agarwood-producing tree seedlings to institutional and individual buyers. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/04/iba-botanicals-imports-agarwood-seedlings-

from-india/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/04/iba-botanicals-imports-agarwood-seedlings-from-india/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/04/iba-botanicals-imports-agarwood-seedlings-from-india/
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In Samar sprawls the largest cave system in the 

Philippines 
Published June 30, 2022 5:27pm 

 
The Langun-Gobingob Cave features 12 immense chambers over its 7-km span. Some chambers are so large, they 

can double as hangers for mid-sized airplanes. The stalactites at the top are as big as cars. (Photo: Nataniel Luperete) 

The Philippines has more than 3,100 known caves, and the largest of them all stands in Samar: 

the majestic Langun-Gobingob Cave. 

Located in the town of Calbiga and covering some 2,968 hectars, it has 12 chambers across 

its impressive seven-kilometer span, including Langun, Gobingob, Lurodpon and Bitong 

Mahangin. 

Some of these chambers are so large, they can double as hangers for mid-sized airplanes. 

Visit Samar says  the Langun-Gobingob Cave "is reputed to be the second largest in Asia and 

the world’s third largest karst formation, measuring 7 km. long with an area of 900 square km." 

According to the United Nations Development Programme Biofinance Initiative (UNDP 

BIOFIN), the Langun-Gobingob Cave System was only opened to the public in 1990, some 

three years after it was discovered by Italian Guido Rossi in 1987. 

Ten years after its discovery, it was finally declared a protected area — a development 

welcomed and applauded by various groups, since the Langun-Gobingob Cave holds 

incredible rocks often sought-after by collectors. 

"People used to enter the the Langun-Gobingob Cave to break apart and mine stalagmites plus 

white calcite rocks," SINP Assistant Superintendent Eires Mate said in a statement. 

Dr. Allan Gil Fernando, a professor at the National Institute of Geological Sciences says the 

rocks in the cave "are in a very real sense, 'alive.' The constant dripping of water leaves minute 

traces of minerals like calcite. Over time, these traces pile up to form hanging stalactites and 

their inverted kin, stalagmites." 

For a stalactite or a stalagmite to even grow an inch, it takes about a century, he estimates.    

 
The entrance of the Langun-Gobingob Cave is the only portion bathed in sunlight. (Photo: Gregg Yan) 

 

 

 

http://visitsamar.net/listing/travel-langun-gobingob-cave-calbiga/
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Professional cave guide Alvin Rafales, UNDP-BIOFIN's Angie Ogena, and explorer Gregg Yan stand in front of a 

three-meter calcite pillar in the Langun-Gobingob cave. The pillar has been continuously growing for millions of 

years. (Photo: Iven Brylle Bersaluna) 

 
The Langun-Gobingob Cave features 12 immense chambers over its 7-km span. Some chambers are so large, they 

can double as hangers for mid-sized airplanes. The stalactites at the top are as big as cars. (Photo: Nataniel Luperete) 

 
How incredible is that formation? Easily as tall as a skyscraper, this flowstone is quite possibly among the largest on 

the planet. (Photo: Mavel Luperte) 
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Caves may hold massive boulders and rocks but cave ecosystems are actually quite fragile. "Leaving crumbs, too 

much noise or too much light can have catastrophic impacts," says Tanya Conlu of the GAIA Explorers Club. (Photo: 

Gregg Yan) 

 
These coral-reef looking rocks took millions of years to form. They're made from the same minerals as coral reefs, 

calcium carbonate. (Photo: Iven Brylle Bersaluna) 

The Langun-Gobingob Cave is part of the Samar Island Natural Park (SINP), one of the six 

highlighted parks of the interagency campaign, The Year of Protected Areas (YOPA). 

Birds, bats, spiders, snakes, crickets, and blind cave fish thrive inside the cave. Mushrooms 

and other types of fungi cling to life as discreed denizens of the dark. Plants are confined to 

entrances, of which only two are most commonly used, Trexplore Adventures explains. 

The Gobingob entrance is the oldest and largest part of the cave. At its widest points, its main 

chamber measures 340 x 140 meters. 

The Langun Cave meanwhile is an adventurer's dream: You need to experience a 30m vertical 

descent to access it. 

While it does sound crazy, Buddy Acenas of the GAIA Exploration Club said "cave tourism 

should be well-managed."   

"Like so many of our fragile wilderness areas, caves must be stewarded by those visiting them," 

he said. 

The year-long YOPA, jointly declared by the Department of Tourism, Department of Natural 

Resources, and the Department of Interior and Local Government,  hopes to generate funds 

from tourists to ensure the continued management of protected areas.   

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/dzrhnews/photos/a.511699645578172/5465592256855528/  

 

https://trexplore.ph/langun-gobingob-caves/
https://www.facebook.com/dzrhnews/photos/a.511699645578172/5465592256855528/
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Apart from the Samar Island Natural Park, the Bongsanglay Natural Park in Masbate, Apo Reef 

Natural Park in Occidental Mindoro, Negros Oriental's Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural Park, 

Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary in Davao Oriental, and Mts. Timpoong Hibok-Hibok 

Natural Monument in Camiguin complete the roster for YOPA's highlighted parks. 

The Philippines currently has 246 protected areas. — LA, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-

effective-as-fertilzer-study-

shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWH

mfyEWWOE  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
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UN lauds Marcos for environment efforts 
By Kristina Maralit July 4, 2022 

 
President Ferdinand 'Bongbong' Marcos Jr. Contributed Photo 

PRESIDENT Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. has been lauded by the United Nations Human 

Habitat for his innovative environmental efforts in his home province of Ilocos Norte. 

As provincial governor from 1998 to 2007, Marcos launched environment mitigation and 

adaptation projects which resulted in Ilocos Norte having the lowest carbon footprint in Asia. 

The recognition was given during the World Urban Forum held in Katowice, Poland, last June, 

attended by representatives of 143 countries and organized by UN Human Habitat. 

UN Undersecretary Maimonah Mohd Sharif sent the congratulatory message to Marcos 

through Climate Change Commissioner Albert de la Cruz who represented the Philippines in 

the summit which centered on climate change and urban development in a post-pandemic 

world. 

De la Cruz presented the Chief Executive's Climate Innovation Book to Sharif and Katowice 

Mayor Marcin Krupa. 

The body hailed Marcos for initiating programs which included solar and hydroelectric sources 

of power as well the Bangui windmills that helped cut carbon dioxide emission. 

"President Marcos Jr. accomplished our world vision of carbon neutrality by the year 2050 to 

save our planet since way back 25 years ago. It takes political will and innovative leadership 

for our leaders to save our planet from climate change and pass it to the next generation," de 

la Cruz said. 

He also presented the past administration's environmental initiatives such as the law creating 

the Climate Change Commission, the first standalone government agency focused on global 

warming and the cleanup and rehabilitation of Boracay in Aklan and Manila Bay. 

Marcos put a heavy emphasis on climate change during his inaugural speech last week and 

when he met with the diplomatic corps later on. 

The 64-year-old President renewed the Philippines' commitment in helping address climate 

change, stressing that global warming is "terribly important" to the country as it is "very much 

in the most vulnerable position" compared to the more developed nations. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/news/un-lauds-marcos-for-environment-

efforts/1849692  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/kristina-maralit
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/news/un-lauds-marcos-for-environment-efforts/1849692
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/news/un-lauds-marcos-for-environment-efforts/1849692
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Palace: Marcos scrapped 'defective' bill to 
protect Bulacan airport economic zone 
Philstar.com July 3, 2022 | 6:00pm 

 
September 2019 photo shows a patch of mangroves in the village of Taliptip in Bulacan province. 

Philstar.com / EC Toledo IV 

 

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s is not opposed to a special economic 

zone around a planned airport in Bulacan, just to some "defects" in a bill for it that he vetoed 

this week, the Palace said Sunday. 

Marcos vetoed House Bill 7575 because of what he said were fiscal risks and overlapping 

mandates among government agencies. The move was welcomed by some environmentalist 

groups, including Oceana Philippines, who have been opposing the construction of the New 

Manila International Airport because of projected effects on fishing in the area and the threats 

of flooding in coastal towns in Bulacan. 

In a statement, Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-Angeles said Marcos Jr. "fully supports" the 

creation of the proposed ecozone but had to veto the bill as fastest way to cure the defects of 

HB 7575." Among the defects she cited were a provision exempting the special economic zone 

and freeport from Commission on Audit scrutiny. 

 

 

 

 
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"Without those necessary amendments indicated in the veto explanation, the law may be 

vulnerable to constitutional challenge. The delegation of rule-making power on environmental 

laws which is unique to the special economic zone is of particular concern," Angeles, a lawyer 

by training, said. 

Marcos only vetoed the creation of the special economic zone, but the franchise for the project 

lapsed into law in January and remains in place. "The construction of the Bulacan international 

airport and aero city is not affected by the veto," Cruz-Angeles said. 

The Department of the Environment and Natural Resources granted developer San Miguel 

Aerocity Inc. an Environmental Compliance Certificate for the airport project in June 2021 

despite protests from environmental groups and experts who had warned of the harm the 

project posed to Manila Bay's ecosystem and communities. 

Communities in areas covered by the airport project — including Barangay Taliptip in Bulakan 

town — have been relocated and some have received financial assistance from project 

proponent San Miguel Corp. 

Some of the relocated residents have said that it has become harder for them to earn a living 

fishing after they left their original villages because fishing grounds are farther away and there 

is little to catch in nearby waters. 

San Miguel Corp. is investing around P740 billion to develop a 2,500-hectare aerotropolis in 

Bulacan with an expected capacity of 100 million passengers a year, the Palace said. The 

ecozone will include urban and industrial developments around the airport. — Jonathan de 

Santos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/03/2192767/palace-marcos-scrapped-

defective-bill-protect-bulacan-airport-economic-zone  

 

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2021/06/24/2107824/denr-issues-environmental-compliance-certificate-bulacan-airport-project
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/12/03/2061216/former-taliptip-folk-houses-concrete-and-worry-over-how-eat
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/12/03/2061216/former-taliptip-folk-houses-concrete-and-worry-over-how-eat
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/03/2192767/palace-marcos-scrapped-defective-bill-protect-bulacan-airport-economic-zone
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/03/2192767/palace-marcos-scrapped-defective-bill-protect-bulacan-airport-economic-zone
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Marcos veto on Bulacan Airport Economic Zone 

'meant to cure defects' in proposed law — Angeles 
Published July 3, 2022, 5:55 PM 

by Argyll Cyrus Geducos 

Malacañang clarified that President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. fully supports the 

creation of the Bulacan Airport City Special Economic Zone and Freeport, and his decision 

to veto the proposed measure was to cure the defects found in it . 

 
Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-Angeles (PCOO Photo) 

Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-Angeles made the clarification after Marcos vetoed House Bill 
(HB) No. 7575, which proposed to create a special economic zone. 
 
San Miguel Corporation, one of the country’s biggest conglomerates, is investing P740 
billion to turn a 2,500-hectare property in Bulacan into an aerotropolis featuring a world-
class gateway capable of handling 100 million passengers annually, plus an adjacent urban 
and industrial hub. 
 
In a statement, Angeles said the veto was the “fastest way” to cure the bill’s defects before 
it lapsed into law on July 4. 
 
“Presidential Veto is [the] fastest way to cure the defects of HB 7575, especially the 
provision which exempts the Commission on Audit (COA) to look into the financial 
transactions on the special economic zone and freeport,” Angeles said. 
 
In his veto message, Marcos said, “fiscal prudence must be exercised particularly at times 
when resources are scarce, and needs are abundant.” 
 
“l cannot support the bill considering the provisions that pose substantial fiscal risks to the 
country and its infringement on or conflict with other agencies’ mandates and authorities,” 
he wrote. 
 
He added that since the system would be rendered incapable of generating a yield sufficient 
to sustain the country’s social and economic infrastructure, the Government would be 
forced to seek new sources of revenue through additional taxes or borrowings in the future. 
 
“In the end, it is the taxpayers who will ultimately bear the brunt of the burden,” President 
Marcos said. 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-

effective-as-fertilzer-study-

shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWH

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/argyllgeducos
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/02/marcos-vetoes-bill-creating-bulacan-airport-city-special-economic-zone-fiscal-risks-cited/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/02/marcos-vetoes-bill-creating-bulacan-airport-city-special-economic-zone-fiscal-risks-cited/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/travel/836633/sanitized-human-pee-is-effective-as-fertilzer-study-shows/story/?fbclid=IwAR3_4tjQqqO6YSshJehSb9KcOFojzx7tRLt8HYUHYCWKnk0EUWHmfyEWWOE
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In her statement, Angeles reiterated that the proposed measure lacks coherence with 
existing laws, rules and regulations by failing to provide audit provisions for the COA, 
procedures for the expropriation of lands awarded to agrarian reform beneficiaries, and a 
master plan for the specific metes and bounds of the economic zone. 
 
She said all financial transactions in government are audited by COA, which former Solicitor 
General Jose Calida now leads, and the proposed Bulacan Airport City Special Economic 
Zone and Freeport is no exception. 
 
“Without those necessary amendments indicated in the veto explanation, the law may be 
vulnerable to constitutional challenge,” Angeles said. 
 
“The delegation of rule-making power on environmental laws, which is unique to the special 
economic zone, is of particular concern,” she added. 
 
According to Angeles, Executive Secretary Victor Rodriguez, on July 1, immediately sent 
President Marcos’s veto message to the Senate President and the House Speaker. 
 
Meanwhile, Angeles said the construction of the international airport in Bulacan is not 
affected by the veto and will push through as the San Miguel franchise to operate the airport 
was approved by both the Senate and House on October 11, 2020. 
 
“The presidential veto was meant to include the necessary corrections and include the 
missing processes that might render HB 7575 entirely unconstitutional,” she explained.  
 
Angeles maintained the bill did not provide procedures for expropriation of lands awarded 
to agrarian reform beneficiaries and granted “blanket powers” to the economic zone 
authority to handle technical airport operations, which would violate aeronautical laws.  
 
She also pointed out that the proposed ecozone would be located near the Clark Special 
Economic Zone in Pampanga province that borders Bulacan, which runs against 
government policy on creating special economic zones in strategic locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/03/marcos-veto-on-bulacan-airport-economic-zone-meant-

to-cure-defects-in-proposed-law-angeles/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/03/marcos-veto-on-bulacan-airport-economic-zone-meant-to-cure-defects-in-proposed-law-angeles/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/03/marcos-veto-on-bulacan-airport-economic-zone-meant-to-cure-defects-in-proposed-law-angeles/
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Environment group urges President Marcos to 

address country's plastic crisis 
By MEL MATTHEW DOCTOR, GMA News 

Published July 3, 2022 7:39pm 

 
As the world celebrates International Plastic Bag Free Day, an environmental group urged President Ferdinand 

“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to prioritize the plastic crisis in the country during his term. 

As the world celebrates International Plastic Bag Free Day, an environmental group urged 

President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to prioritize the plastic crisis in the country during 

his term. 

 “While we welcome President Marcos Jr.'s acknowledgment of the plastic crisis faced by the 

country, BAN Toxics hopes to see a concrete action plan tackling the plastic pollution issue 

followed by its strict implementation and monitoring,” said Mehei dela Torre, Plastics 

Campaigner of BAN Toxics. 

In his inauguration address last June 30, Marcos said that he would put the issue of climate 

change mitigation at the forefront of his administration’s priorities. 

He noted that he would look for partners to tackle the climate change crisis. 

The Global Climate Risk Index 2021 ranks the Philippines fourth among the countries most 

affected by extreme weather globally from 2000 to 2019. The country is hit by an average of 

20 tropical cyclones every year. 

As part of efforts to curtail the effects of climate change, the Philippines joined nearly 200 

countries in a landmark deal in Paris in December 2015 to cut greenhouse gas emissions to 

limit the rise in global temperatures to below two degrees Celsius. 

Third largest plastic waste producer 

Citing data from Enviliance Asia, BAN Toxics said the Philippines produced 2.7 million tons of 

plastic waste annually. 

This ranked the country as the third largest plastic waste producer in the world. 

“A 2018 study on waste management practices revealed that despite the Philippines’ high 

garbage collection rates, the country still has problems with proper waste disposal,” it added. 

In 2021, Congress approved House Bill 9147 or the “Single-use Plastic Products Regulation 

Act.” 
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The bill aims to protect life on land and water from the hazards posed by plastic pollution, and 

ensure that non-compostable single-use synthetic plastic products deemed necessary to 

society do not leak into nature. 

The measure also aims to prolong the service life of sanitary landfills as well as to promote 

"circularity through reduction, reuse, and recycling of plastic garbage." 

“Let’s go back to the basics and make the switch to alternative reusable bags. It’s time for the 

Philippines to take stronger action to curb plastic use and consumption,” BAN Toxics stressed. 

“We must act on the plastic crisis before it’s too late." 

International Plastic Bag Free Day 

The International Plastic Bag Free Day was designed to raise public awareness of plastic 

pollution and its effect on the ecosystem and biodiversity, especially on marine wildlife. 

It was established as a global initiative to ban single-use plastic bags globally and encourage 

everyone to switch to environmentally friendly alternatives to promote environmental 

conservation. 

To adhere to the call, BAN Toxics hosted an event in which they encouraged Filipino customers 

and vendors to abandon single-use plastic bags in favor of reusable and eco-friendly 

alternatives. 

The event was held in R. Calalay Frisco Market in Quezon City to raise awareness of the plastic 

crisis in the Philippines and promote eco-friendly bags. 

According to BAN Toxics, volunteer mothers and BT Patrollers attended the event and 

showcased different reusable and eco-friendly bags made of natural materials such as bamboo, 

rattan, pandan, coconut and palm leaves, cloth, textile, and katsa to encourage the public to 

switch to reusable alternatives. — DVM, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/836897/environment-group-urges-

president-marcos-to-address-country-s-plastic-

crisis/story/?utm_source=GMANews&utm_medium=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2B9ZCJNOcAtz

145qLBqsiASqK9gFN5AcQB8tNQYCir5v0ghEcPiwgmo7c  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/836897/environment-group-urges-president-marcos-to-address-country-s-plastic-crisis/story/?utm_source=GMANews&utm_medium=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2B9ZCJNOcAtz145qLBqsiASqK9gFN5AcQB8tNQYCir5v0ghEcPiwgmo7c
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Toxic and wastes watchdog group urges 

consumers to promote reusable eco-friendly bags 
 Sunday, July 3, 2022 Journal Online 

 
QUEZON CITY, July 3 – In celebration of International Plastic Bag Free Day, BAN Toxics 

hosted an event in which they encouraged Filipino customers and vendors to abandon 

single-use plastic bags in favor of reusable and eco-friendly alternatives. 

The event was held in R. Calalay Frisco Market in Quezon City to raise awareness on the 

plastic crisis in the Philippines and promote eco-friendly bags. 

Volunteer mothers and BT Patrollers attended the event and showcased different reusable and 

eco-friendly bags made of natural materials such as bamboo, rattan, pandan, coconut and palm 

leaves, cloth, textile, and katsa to encourage the public to switch to reusable alternatives. 

The International Plastic Bag Free Day was designed to raise public awareness on plastic 

pollution and its effect on the ecosystem and biodiversity, especially to marine wildlife. It was 

established as a global initiative with the aim of banning single-use plastic bags globally and 

encouraging everyone to switch to environmentally friendly alternatives to promote 

environmental conservation.[1] 

 
BT Patroller Mary Kate San Juan shops in R. Calalay Frisco Public Market using a reusable basket to promote the switch 

to eco-friendly alternatives to single-use plastic bags. 

Plastic Pollution 

The global plastic production surged from 2 million tons in the 1950s to more than 438 million 

tons in 2017, a trend that is expected to continue.[2] 

 

 

 

https://journal.com.ph/toxic-and-wastes-watchdog-group-urges-consumers-to-promote-reusable-eco-friendly-bags/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-backs-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-backs-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution/
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An alarming figure of 400 million tons of plastic wastes produced per year encouraged the 

creation of a new plastics treaty during the recent United Nations Environment Assembly 

(UNEA) to address the world’s problem with plastic overproduction and overconsumption. Held 

in Nairobi, Kenya, the resumed fifth UNEA session (UNEA 5.2) aimed to address the global 

plastic crisis through the development of the new international legally binding treaty set in 

2024.[3] 

Plastic Crisis in the Philippines 

Plastic pollution is one of the Philippines’ greatest waste problems. In 2015, the country 

produced 2.7 million tons of plastic waste annually, ranking the country as the third largest 

plastic waste producer in the world.[4] A 2018 study on waste management practices revealed 

that despite the Philippines’ high garbage collection rates, the country still has problems with 

proper wastes disposal.[5] 

House Bill 9147 or the Single-Use Plastic Products Regulation Act was passed to address the 

Philippine plastic crisis. The bill seeks to regulate the production, importation, sale, distribution, 

provision, use, recovery, collection, recycling, and disposal of single-use plastic products. 

BAN Toxics urged the Philippine government, particularly the newly elected president, to 

prioritize the plastic crisis. In his inauguration speech on June 30, 2022, President Ferdinand 

Marcos Jr. stated that he intends to address the plastic problem in the Philippines during his 

term.[6] 

“While we welcome President Marcos Jr.’s acknowledgement of the plastic crisis faced by the 

country, BAN Toxics hopes to see a concrete action plan tackling the plastic pollution issue 

followed by its strict implementation and monitoring,” says Mehei dela Torre, Plastics 

Campaigner of BAN Toxics. 

Quezon City Plastic Ordinance 

In 2014, Quezon City issued City Ordinance No. 2350 which aimed to regulate the use of plastic 

bags and mandate all establishments to display the notice “Save the environment, bring your 

own recyclable/reusable bag.” The ordinance promoted the use of reusable bags by 

encouraging retailers to implement point system schemes and “green lanes” or express lanes 

for consumers with reusable bags. Establishments that violate the ordinance will be fined 

P1000 to P5000, or cancellation of business permit.[7] 

The said ordinance also established a plastic recovery system fee called “green fund” which 

shall be utilized for the sole purpose of maintaining, developing, promoting, and protecting the 

environment by means of programs and projects. 

Quezon City also issued City Ordinance 2127 in 2012 which sought to prohibit the use of plastic 

bags and styro materials in all government establishments in Quezon City such as the Quezon 

City Hall compound, health centers, general hospitals, barangay halls, public schools, and other 

city-owned facilities. Merchants that violate the ordinance will be fined P500 to P2000, or 

cancellation of business permit for a third time re-offender.[8] 

“Let’s go back to the basics and make the switch to alternative reusable bags. It’s time for the 

Philippines to take stronger action to curb plastic use and consumption. We must act on the 

plastic crisis before it’s too late.” BAN Toxics added. 

BAN Toxics also encouraged the public to join the “No to Single-Use Plastic Bag” campaign by 

posting on social media their own eco-friendly reusable bags while going to the market and 

encouraging fellow consumers to promote and protect the environment in their own little way. 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/toxic-and-wastes-watchdog-group-urges-consumers-to-promote-

reusable-eco-friendly-bags/  
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Environmental group: Plastic out, eco-friendly 
bag in 

 
July 3, 2022 @ 4:15 PM  15 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines- Sa pagdiriwang ng International Plastic Bag Free Day, nagsagawa ng 

aktibidad ang BAN Toxics, isang environmental group kung saan hinikayat ang mga Filipino 

customers at vendors na tanggalin na ang single-use plastic bags pabor sa reusable at eco-

friendly na mga alternatibo. 

Ginanap ang aktibidad sa R. Calalay Frisco Market sa Quezon City upang itaas ang kamalayan 

sa krisis sa plastik sa Pilipinas at isulong ang mga eco-friendly na bag. 

Dinaluhan ng mga boluntaryong ina at BT Patroller ang aktibidad at nagpakita ng iba’t ibang 

reusable at eco-friendly na mga bag na gawa sa mga likas na materyales tulad ng kawayan, 

rattan, pandan, niyog at dahon ng palma, tela, tela, at katsa upang hikayatin ang publiko na 

lumipat sa mga alternatibong magagamit muli. 

Ang International Plastic Bag Free Day ay idinisenyo upang itaas ang kamalayan ng publiko 

sa plastic pollution at ang epekto nito sa ecosystem at biodiversity, lalo na sa marine wildlife. 

Itinatag ito bilang isang pandaigdigang inisyatiba na may layuning ipagbawal ang mga single-

use na plastic bag sa buong mundo at hikayatin ang lahat na lumipat sa mga alternatibong 

makakalikasan upang itaguyod ang pangangalaga sa kapaligiran. 

Samantala, ang pandaigdigang produksyon ng plastik ay tumaas mula 2 milyong tonelada 

noong 1950s hanggang higit sa 438 milyong tonelada noong 2017, isang trend na inaasahang 

magpapatuloy. Jocelyn Tabangcura-Domenden 
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Source: https://www.remate.ph/environmental-group-plastic-out-eco-friendly-bag-in/  
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PH, UAE agree to work on climate change, 

agricultural cooperation 
Published July 2, 2022, 10:42 PM 

by Joseph Pedrajas 

The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have forged a partnership that aims to 

curb climate change and boost the two countries’ agricultural cooperation under the 

administration of President Marcos, who will temporarily head the Agriculture Department. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said the two countries agreed to work together after 

Philippine Ambassador to UAE Hjayceelyn Quintana, and UAE Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment Usec. Noora Karam signed a Memorandum of Understanding on June 27. 

 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

Their aim, said Quintana, was to put the two countries’ “engagement in this area of cooperation 

at a higher level,” considering that we “grapple with the effects of climate change and 

international conflicts on our food security.” 

According to the diplomat, the Philippines, as one of the countries affected by climate change, 

sees the partnership “as timely and relevant as it paves the way for a Joint Committee where 

officials of the Philippines and the UAE will set directions for cooperation.” 

Particularly, the two countries will cooperate in soil science and management, biotechnology, 

post-harvest, agriculture research and development, agri-innovation, protected agriculture 

technology, irrigation, and water resources. 

The DFA said the memorandum would even provide a “strong framework” for the Marcos 

administration to work with UAE as a partner in the Middle East for agricultural innovation, 

especially as he will temporarily take charge of the Department of Agriculture. 

“It will build upon complementarities between the Philippines and the UAE, each having 

different climatic conditions and equipped with unique and specific areas of specialization that 

can be applied towards providing solutions in agricultural production,” DFA said. 

In fact, the agency added, the Philippines is UAE’s largest market in the Middle East in terms 

of agricultural food products. 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/02/ph-uae-agree-to-work-on-climate-change-agricultural-

cooperation/  
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Baguio begins tree-planting season 
By Gaby B. Keith July 4, 2022 

BAGUIO CITY: The City Environment and Parks Management Office (Cepmo) announced the 

opening of tree planting activities in the Summer Capital following the observance of Arbor Day 

on June 25 as part of the Saleng Festival celebration in the city. Cepmo officer Rhenan Diwas 

said interested groups and individuals may register with their office at City Hall for coordination 

and scheduling until September 30. Forester Floro Bastian said the Cepmo will provide the 

seedlings and assign the planting sites for the requesting groups but participants must bring 

their gardening tools, trash bags, gloves, and drinking water. Bastian said they have extended 

the celebration of Arbor Day every Saturday of the month until August due to the volume of 

groups that signified intention to conduct tree planting sessions. On June 25, four groups 

composed of 250 participants planted a total of 450 saplings at Wright Park, Forbes Park, 

Arboretum, and Diplomat Heritage Hill. Participants came from the Philippine Army, National 

Institute of Information Technology, Baguio City National High School, Chemical Engineering 

Institute, and Alliance of Legally Married Police Wives. Arbor Day is the highlight of the 2nd 

Saleng Festival, which includes a calendar of environment-related activities that will run until 

September, with the theme aligned with the 2022 World Environment Day's "Only One Earth." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/news/regions/baguio-begins-tree-planting-

season/1849657  
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SteelAsia to use green technology 
By The Manila Times 

July 4, 2022 

STEELASIA Manufacturing Corp. will start operating the country's first industrial scale melt 

shop in 2024 using the latest green technology from Tenova. 

The 600,000-ton plant, located in Lemery in Batangas, will use local scrap metal to product 

high-grade billets which will be raw material for building and ports construction, shipbuilding, 

among other projects. 

Benjamin Yao, president of SteelAsia, said the melt shop will formalize and organize the 

collection, consolidation and recycling of scrap metal throughout the country, creating a 

business subsector with opportunities for individuals and small businesses like junk shops alike. 

Aside from generating business opportunities and thousands of jobs, it will also save the 

country precious dollars currently used to import billets. 

"This is part of the vision of SteelAsia to put in place an integrated steel industry, the backbone 

of a country's industrial base. SteelAsia, the largest steel producer in the country, already has 

six operating plants and has lined up several more in a multibillion-dollar plan to keep the 

country abreast of its neighbors," he said. 

To minimize the carbon footprint of the project, SteelAsia will use the latest green technology 

of Tenova, a global leader in steel and mining technology. 

Its Consteel Evolution technology saves energy, decarbonizes steel production, and reduces 

environmental impacts through efficient energy recovery and pollution control innovations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/business/corporate-news/steelasia-to-use-

green-technology/1849676  
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Expansion plans high in mining 
By Mayvelin U. Caraballo July 4, 2022 

MORE businesses want to hire more employees in the third quarter (Q3) of this year than they 

intend to expand their operations, a recent survey conducted by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

(BSP) showed. 

Business Expectation Survey (BES), the percentage of businesses planning to expand in the 

industry sector has dropped to 17.9 percent from 20.8 percent in the previous survey. 

"For the next quarter, the percentage of firms in the manufacturing and the electricity, gas and 

water subsectors that reported expansion plans decreased, while that of firms in the mining 

and quarrying with expansion plans increased and that of the agriculture, fishery and forestry 

subsector was steady," the BSP said. 

The percentage decreased from 25.6 percent to 24.4 percent in the ensuing 12 months. 

"For the next 12 months, the percentage of firms in the manufacturing subsector with the 

intention of expanding business operations declined," the Bangko Sentral observed. 

Contrarily, the percentage of businesses in the mining and quarrying and the agricultural, 

fishing and forestry subsectors planning to expand operations over the next 12 months 

increased, while it remained stable in the utilities subsector, it continued. 

However, the poll indicated that 25.4 percent of respondents, up from 24.7 percent in the prior 

survey, feel optimistic about job prospects for the upcoming quarter. Over the next 12 months, 

it likewise increased from 28.9 to 30.7 percent. 

The central bank said "the higher positive readings for Q3 2022 and the next 12 months suggest 

that firms are looking forward to hiring more people in the next quarter and the next several 

months." 

The expansion and employment outlooks compare with the less optimistic business sentiment 

for July to September of this year. 

The confidence index, which assesses enterprises' outlook for future growth, fell to 46.4 percent 

for the third quarter of 2022 from 59.7 percent the previous quarter. 

"The respondents' less optimistic outlook for the next quarter was attributed primarily to the: (a) 

uncertainties during the leadership transition; (b) continuing public health risks posed by Covid-

19; (c) concerns over rising inflation and its impact on business operations; and (d) seasonal 

downturn in production due to weather disturbances," the Bangko Sentral said. 

It said that other responding firms' reasons for their less optimistic outlook for the third quarter 

of 2022, include increasing manufacturing costs of automotive components, the negative 

consequences of the Russia-Ukraine crisis and lockdowns in China caused by Covid-19. 

The most current BES questioned 1,509 businesses nationwide from April 18 to June 1 of this 

year. 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/04/business/top-business/expansion-plans-high-

in-mining/1849681  
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Sustainability: Consumer accessability, and why 

green can be golden 
Published July 3, 2022, 12:05 AM by Philip Cu Unjieng 

 

HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRIPE-VINE: OUR NEW ABNORMAL 

What kind of individual carbon footprint do you generate with your present lifestyle? At a 
recent Watsons “Do Good for the Planet” event, this was one of the fun and enlightening 
interactive elements of the event; as all in attendance were asked to head to the 
ClimatePartner app to fill out a survey/questionnaire, and total up the amount of 
greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide and methane, that their individual actions 
create. 
 
As Viki Encarnacion, Watsons public relations and sustainability director stressed, 
“Watsons recognizes its customers to choose more sustainable products and a greener 
lifestyle. We are continuing this sustainable journey and we are making it personal by 
talking about how we can reduce our own individual carbon footprint.” This is in consonance 
with Watsons global commitment to reduce the environmental impact of its business, and 
how it recently announced new targets to accelerate its contribution to the fight against 
climate change. 
 
As Viki added, “This is a reminder that we can all help to minimize our carbon footprint, and 

contribute to the efforts to make our planet cleaner, healthier, and safer.” The Watsons 

sustainability program encourages customers to do good by choosing products with better 

ingredients, going for product refills when possible, opting for clean beauty products, and 

picking products that come in better packaging so they can be reused. Watsons has over 

1,200 sustainable choices products in its 900+ stores nationwide, and on its online channel . 

 
Watsons Public Relations and Sustainability Director Ms. Viki Encarnacion and Watsons Marketing Manager Patrick Yu, at their 

Do Good for the Planet event. 
(Photo courtesy of Watsons) 

Going back to ClimatePartner, resource speaker Jack Warren said, “To address the issue 

of climate change, we shouldn’t emit more carbon dioxide than what we can offset – a state 

that’s called carbon neutrality. You can reduce your carbon emissions by eating more 

greens instead of meat, the smart use of electricity, walk, bike or carpool, and fly economy, 

instead of business or first class.” Here in the Philippines, we can further help the cause by 

choosing locally produced food and products, and buying energy efficient products like 

appliances with inverter technology. It’s all about contributing in our personal way, never 

thinking our contribution is negligible or too small.  

 

 

And I’m happy Watsons is out pushing this message – that even if your actions may be of 

a low impact nature, it’s still part of your personal response to the situation, and integral to 

your advocating sustainability. It is our only planet, our only present and future, and it’s 

 
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And I’m happy Watsons is out pushing this message – that even if your actions may be of 

a low impact nature, it’s still part of your personal response to the situation, and integral to 

your advocating sustainability. It is our only planet, our only present and future, and it’s 

what our children and their children will inherit from us, so every effort matters. 

 

About two months ago, Jordan Tan and I had this really elucidating lunch with BPI’s Joey 

Silvestre, and their VP & Head of Sustainability Office Jo Ann Bueno-Eala. At the time, the 

Manila Bulletin Sustainability Forum was just a seed Jordan and I were trying to germinate, 

and so we were more than happy to listen to the “experts” — those who had been 

championing sustainability since Day 1 of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

 
Friends from BPI, BPI VP & Head of their Sustainability Office Jo Ann Bueno-Eala, and BPI Family Savings Bank President 

Ginbee Go. 
(From Jo Ann’s FB page) 

What I loved about Jo Ann was her passionate nature, how she lived and breathed the fire 

of ‘sustainable’ within the context of a professional banker, trained at the International 

Finance Corporation (IFC). And when she talked about “Green can be gold,” about ESG + 

E2, where the second E is about economic factors, Jordan and I were hooked.  

 

Too many still consider ‘sustainable’ as an afterthought, as an unnecessary, but now 

inevitable, burden on any company’s OpEx. And why not? A decade ago, we wouldn’t talk 

about sustainable and profitable in a single sentence. Common wisdom then dictated that 

the two were mutually exclusive, and that being sustainable, or eco-friendly, were all part 

of a ‘guilty conscience’ economic ecosystem – one divorced from the true Holy Grail 

capitalist framework grounded in profitability. 

 

But Jo Anne is out to debunk that notion. For her, one can be green and still be golden. 

Proof of this is how she proudly stated that in her loan portfolio, she has 0% NPL – Non-

Performing Loans. What that means to the layman, is that as her department has been 

approving loans to companies who have to satisfy a sustainability/ESG agenda 

(environment, social and governance agenda) scorecard; they’ve granted loans to 

companies who’ve managed to blend sustainability with profitability. In fact, Jo Anne would 

argue that precisely because they are conscious of sustainability, the brands and products 

of these lenders enjoy better success, as the younger segment of today’s consumer market 

seek out these socially responsible brands. 

 

So Jo Anne is pushing for ESG agendas to incorporate E2 in the formula, to spell out that 

economic success is still part of the overall picture. After all, if the companies of today that 

champion ESG don’t also carry E2 and fall by the wayside, that will defeat the whole 

 
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So Jo Anne is pushing for ESG agendas to incorporate E2 in the formula, to spell out that 

economic success is still part of the overall picture. After all, if the companies of today that 

champion ESG don’t also carry E2 and fall by the wayside, that will defeat the whole 

purpose of ESG – as they have to be integral parts of the corporate culture of thriving, 

successful companies. And that’s music to the ears of the entrepreneurs of today, the 

MSME’s who will grow and be the conglomerates of the future – that you can be making 

money, and be sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/03/sustainability-consumer-accessability-and-why-green-

can-be-golden/  
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By Malaya Business Insight  -July 4, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_opinion/156256/  
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Microplastics found in oceans, air, human body 
Scientific studies are increasingly detecting microplastics in some human organs 
— including ‘the lungs, spleen, kidneys, and even the placenta,’ said Jean-
Francois Ghiglione, a researcher at the Laboratory of Microbial Oceanography in 
France 
Published 14 hours ago on July 3, 2022 04:49 PM 
By Agence France-Presse 

 
A researcher examining a sediment sample collected by a "Smith-McIntyre" grab machine in the sea, at Japanese marine-

station network Jambio's laboratory in Shimoda, Shizuoka prefecture. A boat's crew casts a net into the seemingly clean 

waters off Japan's Izu peninsula, but not to catch fish -- they are scooping up microplastics to learn more about the 

pollution's impact on marine life. Photo by Charly TRIBALLEAU / AFP 

From ocean depths to mountain peaks, humans have littered the planet with tiny shards of 

plastic. We have even absorbed these microplastics into our bodies — with uncertain 

implications. 

Images of plastic pollution have become familiar: a turtle suffocated by a shopping bag, water 

bottles washed up on beaches, or the monstrous “Great Pacific Garbage Patch” of floating 

detritus. 

Millions of tons of plastic produced every year, largely from fossil fuels, make their way into the 

environment and degrade into smaller and smaller pieces. 

“We did not imagine 10 years ago that there could be so many small microplastics, invisible to 

the naked eye, and that they were everywhere around us,” said Jean-Francois Ghiglione, a 

researcher at the Laboratory of Microbial Oceanography in France. 

“And we could not yet envisage finding them in the human body”. 

Now scientific studies are increasingly detecting microplastics in some human organs — 

including “the lungs, spleen, kidneys, and even the placenta,” Ghiglione told AFP. 

It may not come as much of a shock that we breathe in these particles present in the air, in 

particular microfibres from synthetic clothing. 

“We know that there’s microplastics in the air, we know it’s all around us,” said Laura Sadofsky, 

from the Hull York Medical School in the UK. 

Her team found polypropylene and PET (polyethylene terephthalate) in lung tissue, identifying 

fibres from synthetic fabrics. 

“The surprise for us was how deep it got into the lungs and the size of those particles,” she told 

AFP. 

In March, another study reported the first traces of PET found in the blood. 

Given the small sample of volunteers, some scientists say it is too early to draw conclusions, but 
there are concerns that if plastics are in the bloodstream they could be transported to all organs. 
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In March, another study reported the first traces of PET found in the blood. 

Given the small sample of volunteers, some scientists say it is too early to draw conclusions, 

but there are concerns that if plastics are in the bloodstream they could be transported to all 

organs. 

Breathing in plastics for years 

In 2021, researchers found microplastics in both maternal and fetal placental tissue, expressing 

“great concern” over the possible consequences on the development of the fetus. 

But concern is not the same as a proven risk. 

“If you ask a scientist if there is a negative effect, he or she would say ‘I don’t know’,” said Bart 

Koelmans, professor in Aquatic Ecology and Water Quality at Wageningen University. 

“It’s potentially a big problem, but we don’t have the scientific evidence to positively confirm 

what are the effects, if any.” 

One hypothesis is that microplastics could be responsible for certain syndromes that weaken 

human health. 

While scientists have recently identified their presence in the body, it is likely that humans have 

been eating, drinking and breathing in plastics for years. 

In 2019, a shock report by the environmental charity WWF estimated that people are ingesting 

and inhaling up to five grams of plastic per week — enough to make a credit card. 

Koelmans, who contests the methodology and results of that study, has calculated the amount 

is closer to a grain of salt. 

“Over a lifetime, a grain of salt per week is still quite something,” he told AFP. 

While health studies on humans have yet to be developed, toxicity in certain animals reinforces 

concerns. 

“Small microplastics invisible to the naked eye have deleterious effects on all the animals that 

we have studied in the marine environment, or on land,” said Ghiglione. 

He added that the array of chemicals found in these materials — including dyes, stabilizers, 

flame retardants — can affect growth, metabolism, blood sugar, blood pressure and even 

reproduction. 

The researcher said there should be a “precautionary” approach, urging consumers to reduce 

the number of plastic-packaged products they buy, particularly bottles. 

Earlier this year, the United Nations began a process to develop an internationally binding treaty 

to tackle the global plastic scourge. 

It has warned that the world is facing a pollution crisis to match the biodiversity and climate 

crises. 

While the health implications from plastics are not known, scientists do know the impacts of 

indoor and outdoor air pollution, which experts from the Lancet Commission on pollution and 

health have estimated caused 6.7 million people to suffer an early death in 2019. 

Some 460 million tons of plastics were used in 2019, twice as much as 20 years earlier. Less 

than 10 percent was recycled. 

 

Annual production of fossil-fuel-based plastics is set to top 1.2 billion tons by 2060, with waste 
exceeding one billion tons, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development said 
last month. 
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Annual production of fossil-fuel-based plastics is set to top 1.2 billion tons by 2060, with waste 

exceeding one billion tons, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development said 

last month. 

“People cannot stop breathing, so even if you change your eating habits you will still inhale 

them,” said Koelmans. 

“They’re everywhere.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/07/03/microplastics-found-in-oceans-air-human-

body/  
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'They're everywhere': microplastics in oceans, air 

and human body 
By Agence France-Presse July 3, 2022 

 
A man sits on a cart next to a sewer canal filled with plastics and other waste in New Delhi on June 30, 2022. AFP PHOTO 

PARIS: From ocean depths to mountain peaks, humans have littered the planet with tiny shards 

of plastic. We have even absorbed these microplastics into our bodies — with uncertain 

implications. 

Images of plastic pollution have become familiar: a turtle suffocated by a shopping bag, water 

bottles washed up on beaches, or the monstrous "Great Pacific Garbage Patch" of floating 

detritus. 

Millions of tonnes of plastic produced every year, largely from fossil fuels, make their way into 

the environment and degrade into smaller and smaller pieces. 

"We did not imagine 10 years ago that there could be so many small microplastics, invisible to 

the naked eye, and that they were everywhere around us," said Jean-Francois Ghiglione, a 

researcher at the Laboratory of Microbial Oceanography in France. 

"And we could not yet envisage finding them in the human body." 

Now scientific studies are increasingly detecting microplastics in some human organs — 

including "the lungs, spleen, kidneys, and even the placenta," Ghiglione told Agence France-

Presse. 

It may not come as much of a shock that we breathe in these particles present in the air, in 

particular microfibres from synthetic clothing. 

"We know that there's microplastics in the air, we know it's all around us," said Laura Sadofsky, 

from the Hull York Medical School in the UK. 

Her team found polypropylene and PET (polyethylene terephthalate) in lung tissue, identifying 

fibres from synthetic fabrics. 

"The surprise for us was how deep it got into the lungs and the size of those particles," she told 

Agence France-Presse. 

In March, another study reported the first traces of PET found in the blood. 

Given the small sample of volunteers, some scientists say it is too early to draw conclusions, 

but there are concerns that if plastics are in the bloodstream they could be transported to all 

organs. 

Breathing in plastics for years 

In 2021, researchers found microplastics in both maternal and foetal placental tissue, 

expressing "great concern" over the possible consequences on the development of the foetus. 
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But concern is not the same as a proven risk. 

"If you ask a scientist if there is a negative effect, he or she would say 'I don't know'," said Bart 

Koelmans, professor in Aquatic Ecology and Water Quality at Wageningen University. 

"It's potentially a big problem, but we don't have the scientific evidence to positively confirm 

what are the effects, if any." 

One hypothesis is that microplastics could be responsible for certain syndromes that weaken 

human health. 

While scientists have recently identified their presence in the body, it is likely that humans have 

been eating, drinking and breathing in plastics for years. 

In 2019, a shock report by the environmental charity WWF estimated that people are ingesting 

and inhaling up to five grams of plastic per week — enough to make a credit card. 

Koelmans, who contests the methodology and results of that study, has calculated the amount 

is closer to a grain of salt. 

"Over a lifetime, a grain of salt per week is still quite something," he told AFP. 

While health studies on humans have yet to be developed, toxicity in certain animals reinforces 

concerns. 

"Small microplastics invisible to the naked eye have deleterious effects on all the animals that 

we have studied in the marine environment, or on land," said Ghiglione. 

He added that the array of chemicals found in these materials — including dyes, stabilisers, 

flame retardants — can affect growth, metabolism, blood sugar, blood pressure and even 

reproduction. 

The researcher said there should be a "precautionary" approach, urging consumers to reduce 

the number of plastic-packaged products they buy, particularly bottles. 

Earlier this year, the United Nations began a process to develop an internationally binding treaty 

to tackle the global plastic scourge. 

It has warned that the world is facing a pollution crisis to match the biodiversity and climate 

crises. 

While the health implications from plastics are not known, scientists do know the impacts of 

indoor and outdoor air pollution, which experts from the Lancet Commission on pollution and 

health have estimated caused 6.7 million people to suffer an early death in 2019. 

Some 460 million tonnes of plastics were used in 2019, twice as much as 20 years earlier. Less 

than 10 percent was recycled. 

Annual production of fossil-fuel-based plastics is set to top 1.2 billion tonnes by 2060, with 

waste exceeding one billion tonnes, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development said last month. 

"People cannot stop breathing, so even if you change your eating habits you will still inhale 

them," said Koelmans. 

"They're everywhere." 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/03/latest-stories/theyre-everywhere-

microplastics-in-oceans-air-and-human-body/1849613  
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US Supreme Court limits government powers 
to curb greenhouse gases 
Paul Handley - Agence France-Presse July 1, 2022 | 7:38am 

 
Waves lap ashore near condo buildings on the day the United Nations released a report with a dire warning for 
humanity on August 09, 2021 in Sunny Isles, Florida. The information from a U.N. climate panel said, among 

other things, that humans are "unequivocally" to blame for climate change and that rapid action to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions could limit some of the impacts. In the future, Miami-Dade County could be one of 

the most susceptible places to rising sea levels due to global warming. 
Joe Raedle / Getty Images / AFP 

 

WASHINGTON, United States — The US Supreme Court ruled Thursday that the government's 

key environmental agency cannot issue broad limits on greenhouse gases, sharply curtailing 

the power of President Joe Biden's administration to battle climate change. 

By a majority of 6-3, the high court found that the Environmental Protection Agency did not 

have the power to set sweeping caps on emissions from coal-fired power plants, which produce 

nearly 20 percent of the electricity consumed in the United States. 

The decision sets back Biden's hopes of using the EPA to bring down emissions to meet global 

climate goals, set in 2015 under the Paris Agreement on climate change. 

It was a significant victory for the coal mining and coal power industry, which was targeted that 

same year for tough limits by the administration of then-president Barack Obama in an effort to 

slash carbon pollution. 

It also marked a victory for conservatives fighting government regulation of industry, with the 

court's majority including three right-wing justices named by former president Donald Trump, 

who had sought to weaken the EPA. 

Biden called it "another devastating decision that aims to take our country backwards." 

"We cannot and will not ignore the danger to public health and existential threat the climate 

crisis poses." 

Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, said it was "a 

setback in our fight against climate change." 

Caps 'may be sensible but ...' 

In the case pitting West Virginia and other coal-mining states against the government, the court 

said that while EPA had the power to regulate individual plants, Congress had not given it such 

expansive powers to set limits covering all electricity generating units. 
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The majority justices said they recognized that putting caps on carbon dioxide emissions to 

move away from coal power "may be a sensible solution" to global warming. 

But they said the case involved a "major question" of US governance with broad consequences, 

and that the EPA would have to be specifically delegated such powers by the legislature. 

The three-member liberal minority of the court castigated the majority for overruling powers 

they said EPA did in fact have to address "the most pressing environmental challenge of our 

time."  

"The stakes here are high," Justice Elena Kagan wrote. "Whatever else this court may know 

about, it does not have a clue about how to address climate change." 

Excessive regulation 

Conservatives applauded the decision as a strike against overregulation. 

"The Court has undone illegal regulations issued by the EPA without any clear congressional 

authorization and confirmed that only the people's representatives in Congress --  not 

unelected, unaccountable bureaucrats -- may write our nation's laws," wrote Senate Republican 

leader Mitch McConnell, who represents Kentucky, a state with a significant coal mining 

industry. 

Michelle Bloodworth, president of America’s Power, a coal industry lobby, cheered  the ruling. 

"We are pleased the court agreed with us that EPA does not have unlimited authority to do 

anything it wants to do," she said in a statement. 

"Coal-fired power plants provide affordable and reliable electricity," she added. 

But House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi called it a "radical" decision by "pro-pollution 

justices." 

"By restricting the EPA's authority, the Republican supermajority on the court has bowed to the 

dirty energy special interests who seek to poison the air our children breathe and the water 

they drink with impunity," she said in a statement. 

Environmental groups called on the Democratic-controlled Congress to take more action on 

climate change, with more investments in things like clean energy and public transit.  

"This means Congress has an even stronger imperative to act boldly -- and fast," the Sierra 

Club said. 

- Court conservatives show muscle -  

Thursday's decision capped a term for the court in which the new conservative majority flexed 

its muscles in ways that will have profound effects on American society. 

Two similar 6-3 decisions last week shook the country. One expanded the rights of gun owners 

to wear their guns wherever they go, with few limitations. 

The second ended a half-century-old constitutional right to abortion, setting off a chain reaction 

in which more than half of the 50 states are moving to ban or severely restrict the practice. 

The EPA ruling, too, could have profound impacts.  

Conservative Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote separately that the decision was a statement that no 

government agency can make policies with far-reaching effect without express empowerment 

by Congress. 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/03/latest-stories/theyre-everywhere-
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"When an agency claims the power to regulate vast swaths of American life, it not only risks 

intruding on Congress's power, it also risks intruding on powers reserved to the States," 

Gorsuch wrote. 

But critics said that ignores the deep divisions in Congress that have stifled important policy 

debates. 

"By insisting instead that an agency can promulgate an important and significant climate rule 

only by showing 'clear congressional authorization' at a time when the court knows that 

Congress is effectively dysfunctional, the court threatens to upend the national government’s 

ability to safeguard the public health and welfare," said Richard Lazarus, a professor at Harvard 

law school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/07/01/2192274/us-

supreme-court-limits-government-powers-curb-greenhouse-gases  
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Fossil discovery solves mystery of how pandas 

became vegetarian 
July 3, 2022 

BEIJING: The discovery of panda fossils in China has helped researchers solve the mystery of 

how the giant species developed a "false thumb" and became the only dedicated vegetarian in 

the bear family. 

Fossils dating back about six million years found in southwest China's Yunnan province 

included a greatly enlarged wrist bone called a radial sesamoid. 

It is the oldest known evidence of the modern giant panda's false thumb that allows it to grip 

and break heavy bamboo stems, scientists wrote on a research paper published in the latest 

edition of the Scientific Reports. 

The fossils belong to the now-extinct ancient relative of the panda called an Ailurarcto that lived 

in China six to eight million years ago. 

"The giant panda is... a rare case of a large carnivore with a short, carnivorous digestive tract... 

that has become a dedicated herbivore," Wang Xiaoming, curator of vertebrate palaeontology 

at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, said. 

"The false thumb in Ailurarctos shows... for the first time, the likely timing and steps in the 

evolution of bamboo feeding in pandas." 

Researchers had known about the panda's false thumb, which works similar to a human thumb, 

for about a century. But the lack of fossil evidence had left unanswered questions about how 

and when the extra digit — not seen in any other bear — evolved. 

"While the giant panda's false thumb is not the most elegant or dexterous... even a small, 

protruding lump at the wrist can be a modest help in preventing bamboo from slipping off bent 

fingers," Wang wrote. 

The fossils found near Zhaotong city in the north of Yunnan included a false thumb that was 

longer than that found in modern pandas, but without an inward hook on the end. 

The hook and a fleshy pad around the based of the thumb evolved over time since it had to 

"bear the burden of considerable body weight," the paper said. 

Pandas traded the high-protein, omnivorous diet of their ancestors for bamboo, that is low in 

nutrients available year-round in South China millions of years ago. 

They eat for up to 15 hours a day and an adult panda can consume 45kg of bamboo a day. 

While their diet is mostly vegetarian, wild panda are known to occasionally hunt small animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/03/latest-stories/fossil-discovery-solves-

mystery-of-how-pandas-became-vegetarian/1849617   
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Fossil discovery solves mystery of how 
pandas became vegetarian 
Agence France-Presse July 3, 2022 | 2:10pm 

 
Fan Xing reactsin his indoor enclosure at Ouwehands Zoo in Rhenen, The Netherlands, on Nov. 19, 2020. The 
baby giant panda is the first baby of Wu Wen and Xing Ya, who came to the Netherlands from a panda rescue 

centre in China. 
Piroschka van de Wouw / ANP / AFP 

 

BEIJING — The discovery of panda fossils in China has helped researchers solve the mystery 

of how the giant species developed a "false thumb" and became the only dedicated vegetarian 

in the bear family. 

Fossils dating back about six million years found in southwest China's Yunnan province 

included a greatly enlarged wrist bone called a radial sesamoid. 

It is the oldest known evidence of the modern giant panda's false thumb that allows it to grip 

and break heavy bamboo stems, scientists wrote on a research paper published in the latest 

edition of the Scientific Reports. 

The fossils belong to the now-extinct ancient relative of the panda called an Ailurarcto that lived 

in China six to eight million years ago. 

"The giant panda is... a rare case of a large carnivore with a short, carnivorous digestive tract... 

that has become a dedicated herbivore," Wang Xiaoming, curator of vertebrate palaeontology 

at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, said. 

"The false thumb in Ailurarctos shows... for the first time, the likely timing and steps in the 

evolution of bamboo feeding in pandas." 

Researchers had known about the panda's false thumb, which works similar to a human thumb, 

for about a century. But the lack of fossil evidence had left unanswered questions about how 

and when the extra digit — not seen in any other bear — evolved. 

"While the giant panda's false thumb is not the most elegant or dexterous... even a small, 

protruding lump at the wrist can be a modest help in preventing bamboo from slipping off bent 

fingers," Wang wrote. 

The fossils found near Zhaotong city in the north of Yunnan included a false thumb that was 

longer than that found in modern pandas, but without an inward hook on the end. 

The hook and a fleshy pad around the based of the thumb evolved over time since it had to 

"bear the burden of considerable body weight", the paper said. 

 

Pandas traded the high-protein, omnivorous diet of their ancestors for bamboo, that is low in 
nutrients available year-round in South China millions of years ago.  
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Pandas traded the high-protein, omnivorous diet of their ancestors for bamboo, that is low in 

nutrients available year-round in South China millions of years ago.  

They eat for up to 15 hours a day and an adult panda can consume 45kg of bamboo a day. 

While their diet is mostly vegetarian, wild panda are known to occasionally hunt small animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/world/2022/07/03/2192752/fossil-discovery-solves-mystery-

how-pandas-became-vegetarian  
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Thousands told to evacuate Sydney, as heavy 
rains bring 'life threatening emergency' 
Story by Reuters 
Updated 0322 GMT (1122 HKT) July 3, 2022 

 
Locals save furniture from a house threatened by floodwaters in Camden, South Western Sydney, on July 3. 

Melbourne, Australia – Thousands of residents were ordered to evacuate southwest 

Sydney, Australia's biggest city, on Sunday with torrential rain and damaging winds pounding 

the east coast and threatening floods in areas that were hammered in March. 

The weather bureau warned of heavy rainfall potentially leading to flash floods and landslides 

along the east coast region from Newcastle to Bateman's Bay in New South Wales state, with 

rain expected to intensify over the next two days. 

"We are now facing dangers on multiple fronts -- flash flooding, riverine flooding and coastal 

erosion," New South Wales emergency services minister Steph Cooke said in a televised media 

briefing. 

She urged people to reconsider holiday travel, with the rough weather having hit at the 

beginning of school holidays. 

"This is a life threatening emergency situation," Cooke said. 

More than 200 millimeters (8 inches) of rain have fallen over many areas with some hit by as 

much as 350 millimeters, the Bureau of Meteorology said, warning of flood risks along the 

Nepean River. 

The heavy rains caused Sydney's main dam to spill overnight, water authorities said, adding 

that modeling showed the spill would be comparable to a major spill in March 2021 at the 

Warragamba Dam. 

"There's no room for the water to remain in the dams. They are starting to spill. The rivers are 

flowing very fast and very dangerous. And then we have the risk of flash flooding, depending 

on where the rains are," State Emergency Service Commissioner Carlene York said. 

 
A local takes a photo of a road inundated by floodwaters in Camden in South Western Sydney, Sunday, 

July 3, 2022. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/03/latest-stories/theyre-everywhere-

microplastics-in-oceans-air-and-human-body/1849613  
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In the past day, 29 people have been rescued from floodwaters, including one who was hanging 

on to a pole for an hour as workers struggled to reach them. 

The Australian government has provided the state with 100 troops who are helping with 

sandbagging and two helicopters to aid with any rescues, Defense Minister Richard Marles 

said on Sky News. 
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PH eyes integration of Covid-19 vax into routine 

immunization 
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora July 2, 2022, 6:11 pm 

 
Arrival of more Covid-19 vaccines in this file photo 

MANILA – The Philippine government is looking to include the coronavirus disease 2019 
(Covid-19) vaccine in the routine immunization to ramp up inoculation in certain areas with low 
jab uptake. 

"During this transition period, the National Covid-19 Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC) 
and vaccination sites will still continue with current operations in administering vaccines and 
boosters to the eligible population," the Department of Health said in a statement on Saturday. 

"NVOC is also reviewing existing policies to identify possible points for revision, one of which 
is the integration of Covid-19 vaccines to routine immunization," it added. 

The agency said "everything is status quo" until the next Health chief has been named or 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. issues new directives. 

At the moment, the DOH and NVOC will focus efforts to ramp up the rollout of vaccines and 
ensure that strategies to increase coverage are "tailor-fitted to best suit a given area or region". 

"We will inform the public of updated plans and programs and provide data updates once 
everything has settled down and has been accounted for," the statement noted. 

Based on the data from the National Task Force against Covid-19, more than 70 million have 
been fully vaccinated in the country while over 15 million already received their first booster 
dose as of June 26. (PNA) 
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