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SM Cares, DENR spearhead plastic waste collection program 
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Participants who brought at least 1 kg of plastic waste each got a free seedling from the 

Community PanTREE. | Photograph courtesy of SM  

In observance of World Oceans Day, SM Cares held a special version of its Plastic Waste 

Collection Program in partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-

National Capital Region (DENR-NCR) to underscore the importance of adopting sustainable 

habits such as reducing plastic consumption and planting trees. 

Conducted simultaneously in the following SM malls: Megamall, Mall of Asia, North EDSA, 

Fairview, Southmall, East Ortigas, Marikina and Marilao, the activity supported DENR-NCR’s 

Community PanTREE, a program that was launched in 2021 with the aim of providing free fruit-

bearing seedlings to encourage urban and backyard gardening. 

Participants who brought at least 1 kg of plastic waste each got a free seedling from the 

Community PanTREE. 

More than 700 kg of plastic was collected through the activity, and has distributed 700 pcs of 

seedlings across the 8 collection venues. 

“The goal of this activity is to help divert plastic waste from ending up in landfills and bodies of 

water while also giving the participants the opportunity to grow their own trees,” said director of 

SM Cares’ Program on Environment Engr. Liza Silerio. 
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SM Cares, DENR spearhead plastic waste collection program 

 

 

SM’s Plastic Waste Collection program has gathered over 16,000 kg of plastic for re-processing 

since it began in 2021. Currently available in 12 SM malls, it is just one of SM Cares’ numerous 

sustainability projects. 

The pioneering Trash to Cash recycling market and the E-Waste Collection Programs round up 

the initiatives on solid waste management, while other projects include the annual Green Film 

Festival, which promotes environmental awareness; the AweSMSeas project in partnership with 

the United States Agency for International Development and PRRCI, which promotes responsible 

plastic waste management; and the International Coastal Cleanup that gathers thousands of 

volunteers every year, among others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/07/01/sm-cares-denr-spearhead-plastic-waste- 

collection-program/ 
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The wildlife species measures 98 cm in length and weighs 2.69 Kg and is in good shape. 

The Crested Serpent Eagle was brought to the Palawan Wildlife Rescue and Conservation Center 

(PWRCC) for its immediate rehabilitation. The Pangolin was released back to its natural habitat 

on June 28, 2022, after a thorough assessment of its health revealed that it is fit for release. 

The Crested Serpent Eagle is listed as “Endangered Species, and the Pangolin is listed as a 

“Critically Endangered Species” under PCSD Resolution No. 15-521. 

The PCSDS is urging persons who happen to find or rescue wildlife to turn them over to our office, 

which can be contacted thru PCSDS Wildlife Enforcement Unit (WEU) hotline numbers 

09319642128 (TNT) and 09656620248 (TM) or thru PCSDS Front Desk hotline numbers 0935-116-

2336 (Globe/TM) and 0948-937-2200 (Smart/TNT). You may also send a message to our Facebook 

page with your concerns. 

 

Source: https://pcsd.gov.ph/concerned-citizens-turn-over-crested-serpent-eagle-and-pangolin-to-

pcsd?fbclid=IwAR1vCfY6C60b7tddxImz4rDoH1rQMWdaQXmQvGRgnmcBE0KvcZiON9tp
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Nature plucks 

LIFE PLUCKS 

 By John Lesaca 
July 1, 2022 
 

 

PHOTO FROM THE HARIBON FOUNDATION 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL groups come and go. And there are those whose dedication, professionalism 

and passion has surpassed many decades of trials and successes. 

Like-minded advocates established a birdwatching society in 1972, focusing on the plight of the 

Philippine Eagle, whose critical endangerment was considered the keystone, the major indicator 

of the condition of the environment. 

No sex, no life 

  

The Philippine eagle is monogamous by nature. It chooses a partner for life and when the partner 

dies either by natural means or more often than not by poachers, it never looks for another 

partner again. No partner, no mating, no offspring. 

Carnivorous, it is also a big factor in balancing biodiversity. Let them disappear and infestation by 

other mammals and other life forms will upset the environment. Cut the trees which are their 

natural habitat and not only do you make them disappear, the fallen trees and their roots will no 

longer hold the soil, resulting in floods from heavy rains and typhoons. 
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Nature plucks 

 

Ultimately, man destroys, man suffers. 

The objective of this birdwatching society evolved into an internationally renowned movement, 

calling for the protection of biodiversity, interacting with international counterparts in Europe, 

the US and Asia. 

The Haribon Foundation for the Conservation of Natural Resources Inc. today is quite different 

from the original. 

The 1972 edition was replete with scientific studies (most of the board of trustees were scientists, 

including my father) which became the basis and model for the following generation of leaders 

and members alike. In close consultation with government, it has done far more than what was 

expected. 

The Department of Science and Technology (DoST) accredited Haribon as a science and research 

organization for flora and fauna. 

With the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), it lent its scientific 

expertise and experience to create an effective partnership with government. Inputs that it shared 

with DENR were quite instrumental in formulating the basis and rationale for the forest resources 

bill some years ago. 

A joint task force to evaluate the protected areas in the country by both Haribon and DENR led to 

the establishment of the Integrated Protected Areas System (IPAS), the inputs of which were the 

basis for the National Integrated Protected Areas System Act (Nipas Act). 

The first debt swap program in Asia, involving $2 million for conservation work, was entered into 

by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), DENR and Haribon, with Haribon administering the first 

tranche. 

It was used to implement projects in Batangas, St. Paul Subterranean River National Park, El Nido 

Marine Reserve, Mount Pulag National Park, and Tubbataha Reef National Park Mount Isarog, the 

wildlife trade campaign, and environmental education. 

Haribon also initiated the Philippine Netsman Program to influence aquarium fishers away from 

using cyanide fishing. 

Haribon's efforts resulted in the proclamation of Oyon Bay as a protected area. 

A Filipino delegation negotiated the second debt-for-nature swap with the US Senate. This firmly 

established the Foundation for the Philippine Environment, providing a permanent endowment to 

fund Filipino NGO environment initiatives. 

Haribon is also a member of Birdlife International, a global partnership of about120 national and 

territorial conservation NGOs that partnered on shared priorities and programs to conserve birds 

and their habitats by working with communities. This partnership resulted in the publishing of 

the Threatened Birds of the Philippines and the Philippine Red Data Book compiling the most 

comprehensive information on the country's threatened birds (remember that birds are now the 

most important indicator of the state of environment we are in today). 
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Nature plucks 

 

Other partnership projects include those with the European Union, various local LGUs, 

universities, educational institutions, UNDP and the like. Haribon also embarked on various 

activities like the Million Hectare Challenge (aiming to plant 1 million trees nationwide), Road to 

2020, Biodiversity on Wheels, identifying watersheds, The Darwin Project — more than 2,500 

fisher interviews with dozens of underwater surveys for the fisherfolk enabling Haribon scientists 

and site action teams to implement targeted marine protected area campaigns. 

Today 

With the advent of technology, the Haribon Foundation is better able to use geotagging locations 

and areas of wildlife habitats, employing more precise instruments for more accurate and faster 

data collection. 

Social media has helped create more awareness, getting more of the youth sector involved. This 

younger generation is now the driving force of Haribon. 

Many companies and hotels have partnered with Haribon in its "Adopt A Seedling Program." I 

have participated a couple of times and I tell you, it's not only fulfilling, it's a lot of fun, a very 

welcome break from the daily rigors. I recommend this also as a part of team-building programs. 

Be a steward for nature! 

Pluckbits 

Today, July 1, is the first official working day of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. and Vice 

President Sara Z. Duterte-Carpio, and I congratulate them on their victory and wish them well for 

their tenure. The past elections clearly showed who won, and yesterday's inauguration has settled 

all doubts. 

Like I have said after the past national proclamations, let us unite and support the administration. 

Setting up factions post elections will only weaken the country. Let us avoid being political 

wannabes, most of us are not trained for politics and national governance. For that matter, the 

presidency and vice presidency have no formal training ground, only experience and wisdom and 

leadership talent, which we wish we all have, but don't. 

Let us empower the new set of leaders with our cooperation. Criticize if you must, but ensure that 

it is constructive, share possible solutions if you can. Or if you can't, as long as these are food for 

thought that you think they have overlooked, please do let them know. Criticizing just for the 

heck of it exposes your personal and vested interests and has no role in nation building. National 

teamwork begins with us, the citizenry. 

Congratulations to first lady Lisa A. Marcos and second gentleman Manases Carpio. I am 

confident that both of you will see your spouses succeed in their momentous tasks at hand. 

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/01/opinion/columns/nature-plucks/1849381 
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Nolitc, partners grow 105 trees at new campus 

 

 

NEGROS. Participants of the tree growing activity initiated by the Negros Occidental Language and Information 

Technology Center (Nolitc) in partnership with the Provincial Environment Management Office at the Nolitc Global 

Campus in Barangay Matab-ang, Talisay City on June 30, 2022. (Contributed Photo) 

 

June 30, 2022 

TO CAP the environment and pride month, the Negros Occidental Language and Information 

Technology Center (Nolitc), in partnership with the Provincial Environment Management Office 

(Pemo) conducted a tree growing activity at the Nolitc Global Campus in Barangay Matab-ang, 

Talisay City on Thursday, June 30. 

 

Provincial Administrator Rayfrando Diaz II said with this tree-growing activity, the province is 

doing things right because before Nolitc opens the new campus and starts accepting students, the 

aesthetic and environmental aspect of the campus is already in place making it conducive to 

learning. 

 

"When we start correctly, we also stand and grow properly," Diaz said, adding that "a tree that 

starts crooked will always end crooked [and] if a tree stands firm it is rooted deeply, it stands 

proud and proper." 

 

The provincial administrator believed that Nolitc is up for the challenge of growing straight and 

competent students. 

 

Diaz also commended the Capitol-run center headed by Vocational School Administrator Dr. Ma. 

Cristina Orbecido for establishing a healthy and strong relationship with other stakeholders in the  
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Nolitc, partners grow 105 trees at new campus 

 

 

business process outsourcing (BPO) industry in the province. 

 

He is hoping that this "new home" will inspire Nolitc staff to do more for the Negrense youth. 

 

Orbecido, for her part, said the center had organized the event to acquaint the industry partners 

in the new campus and a means to urge them to be part of Nolitc's environmental campaign. 

 

At least 105 seedlings of molave and narra tree were planted at the new campus. 

 

More than 80 participants joined the tree growing activity including officials and employees from 

Teleperformance, Ubiquity, Focus Direct Inc., iQor, ARB, and Audacity Studio. 

 

The event was in support of the 30th Provincial Environment Month celebration themed "Only 

One Earth." (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1933554/bacolod/business/nolitc-partners-grow-105-

trees-at-new-campus 
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Agri, climate change, infra: What needs to be done 

By Malaya Business Insight 
 -July 1, 2022 
 

 
By JED MACAPAGAL and MYLA IGLESIAS 

 

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.  yesterday said  agriculture needs “urgent attention” due to the 

“neglect and misdirection” the sector has experienced for years, a pronouncement that will 

determine the country’s food self-sufficiency direction. 

In his inaugural address, Marcos also highlighted  government’s role in addressing  power supply 

security and in minimizing the impact of climate change. 

Marcos also committed “to build (and) complete on schedule the projects that have been started,” 

referring to the infrastructure projects the previous administrations initiated. 

“The role of agriculture cries for urgent attention that its neglect and misdirection now demands. 

Food self-sufficiency is the key promise of every administration. ..when it comes to food 

sufficiency a country should not produce, but import what other countries make more of and sell 

cheapest,” said Marcos, indicating his willingness to tap imports when necessary. 

“An agriculture damage diminished by unfair competition will have a harder time or will have no 

prospects at all of recovering. Food sufficiency must get the preferential treatment. 

The richest free trade countries always gave their agricultural sectors. Their policy boils down to 

don’t do as we do,” said Marcos, who will also be secretary of the Department of Agriculture in the 

interim. 

Former DA secretary William Dar earlier said the Philippines may need to continue importing 

more rice and sugar due to lower local production. 

Marcos also touched on the current problems of the global crude supply situation but did not 

give  clear plans how to limit its local effects. 

He also cited the existence of wind power plants in Ilocos but did not detail whether or not he will 

push for further investments in renewable energy for the whole country. 

Marcos also tackled how the Philippines, despite despite being a small contributor of carbon 

footprint, must not lack efforts as the country is still the third biggest plastics polluter in the 

world. 

“We will look to our partners and friends to help the Philippines wh(ich) despite having a very 

small carbon footprint is at the highest risk. First spare victims and help them recover and move 

on to lessen the harmful impact of climate change. We too have our part to play,” he said. 

On infrastructure, Marcos is faced with with hundreds of unfinished projects in aviation, road, rail 

and maritime. 

Among the major projects are the  Metro Manila Subway  and the massive North and South 

Commuter Rail. 
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Agri, climate change, infra: What needs to be done 

 

Other projects include LRT-line extension project to Cavite, Metro Rail Transit line 7, common 

stations, Subic Clark railways and the Mindanao Railway phase 1 Tagum-Davao-Digos. 

“Following these giants’ steps, we will continue to build, I will complete on schedule the projects 

that have been started. I am not interested in taking credit. I want to build on the success that’s 

already happening. We will be presenting the public with a comprehensive infrastructure plan, six 

years could be just about enough time,” Marcos said. 

For  seaports , over 160 projects are  ongoing  while in  airports , over 60 projects are  under 

construction. 

Of the total 119 flagship projects of the Department of Public Works and Highways , 19  are 

expected to be completed by December and 88 projects are slated for completion by 2023 

onwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_business/agri-climate-change-infra-what-needs-to-be-done/ 
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Bongbong talks climate change at vin d’honneur 

By Jocelyn Montemayor 
 -July 1, 2022 
 

PRESIDENT Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. stuck to tradition and even revived bi-annual vin 

d’honneur diplomatic reception which he hosted yesterday at the National Museum after being 

sworn in as 17th president of the country. 

It was Marcos’ first official activity as president. His immediate predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte, 

hosted a diplomatic reception only at the start of his term in 2016. 

During the event, Marcos thanked foreign dignitaries for their countries’ support to the 

Philippines especially in its efforts to mitigate the impact of climate change. 

He said he has discussed the issue of climate change with some of the foreign representatives 

during their courtesy calls, and related problems the country is facing. 

“I am especially struck by the importance that all of your countries have come to put on climate 

change. I believe that it was unanimous, all the ambassadors, all the representatives from the 

different countries who I have met with have each made offers of help in terms of mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change. As I mentioned in my speech it is something that is terribly 

important simply because for the Philippines, we are very much in the most vulnerable position 

compared to many other countries,” he said. 

In his inaugural address prior to the event, he said the “rich world” is doing less about climate 

mitigation while smaller countries suffer more death and destruction due to climate change and 

lack of adaptation. 

He emphasized the need to clean up beaches amid the worsening pollution in the country, caused 

by plastic materials. 

He also reiterated the importance of the country’s alliances with other governments and of 

strengthening international partnerships which he said would help strengthen the Philippines’ 

pandemic recovery and improve its ties with other nations. 

“We have seen and it has been proven to us very clearly in the past weeks and months how 

interconnected the world is now, how interconnected the economies are, how interconnected 

political systems are, how interconnected even our cultural and educational relationships are. We 

can only go from here to strength, and to strength and to strength,” he said. 

“That is something that we will work with very, very clearly,” he said. 

After the event, Marcos proceeded to Malacañang where he was accorded full military arrival 

honors. 

Marcos, wife Louise “Liza” Araneta-Marcos, and their sons Sandro, Simon and Vincent made their 

first walk from the Kalayaan ground to the Malacañan Palace. They are reportedly taking 

residence at the Palace. 

Inside the Palace, Marcos administered the oath to his Cabinet, including Vice President Sara 

Duterte who will be concurrent Education secretary. 
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Bongbong talks climate change at vin d’honneur 

 

“I suppose this is the first act of actual work that we will be doing for this administration. So, let’s 

get the official part done so that we can get over the job,” said Marcos who is concurrent secretary 

of the Department of Agriculture. 

The Cabinet is expected to hold its first meeting on July 1. 

Others who took their oath were Victor Rodriguez, executive secretary; Benjamin “Benhur” Abalos 

Jr., interior secretary; Crispin Remulla, justice; Bienvenido Laguesma, labor; Karlo Nograles, 

chairman of the Civil Service Commission. 

Alfredo Pascual, trade secretary; Emmanuel Bonoan, public works; Christina Garcia-Fracso, 

tourism secretary; Erwin Tulfo, social welfare; Antonio Lagdameo, special assistant to the 

president. 

Arsenio Balisacan, head of the National Economic and Development Authority; Clarita Carlos, 

national security adviser; Conrado Estrella III; agrarian reform; Susan Ople, migrant workers; 

Benjamin Diokno, finance; Alfredo Pascual, trade; Felipe Medalla, governor of the Bangko Sentral 

ng Pilipinas; Rose Beatrix “Trixie” Cruz-Angeles, press secretary; Jaime “Jimmy” Bautista, 

transportation; Silvestre Bello III, Manila Economic and Cultural Office (MECO). 

Marcos has also appointed former Light Rail Transit Authority (LRTA) deputy administrator Cesar 

Chavez as transportation undersecretary for rails, businessman Christopher Pastrana as general 

manager of the Philippine Ports Authority; lawyer and former Malaya reporter Cheloy Garafil as 

chairwoman of the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB); and former 

Bangko Sentral assistant governor Lilia Guillermo as Bureau of Internal Revenue head. 

Other appointees are former Senate President Juan Ponce-Enrile as presidential legal counsel; 

Menardo Guevarra, solicitor general; retired Armed Forces chief Jose Faustino Jr. officer-in-charge 

of the Department of National Defense; and retired Philippine National Police chief Ricardo de 

Leon as director general of the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news_news/bongbong-talks-climate-change-at-vin-dhonneur/ 
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Bongbong Marcos vows to prioritize climate change issues 

NEW STATE CHIEF SAYS TO ASK HELP FROM PARTNER COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS THE 

PROBLEM 

By: Daphne Galvez - Reporter / @DYGalvezINQ 
INQUIRER.net / 06:19 PM June 30, 2022 
 
 

 

FILE PHOTO: A view of Baguio City, considered the most vulnerable to climate change among four cities outside the 

National Capital Region due to its vulnerability to extreme weather events, according to the World Wide Fund for 

Nature-Philippines, which did a study years ago. INQUIRER FILES 

 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Newly sworn-in President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Thursday he would 

be prioritizing climate change issues in his administration. 

In his inaugural speech at the National Museum of Fine Arts, he said he would ask for help from 

partner nations to address the problem. 

According to him, the Philippines, despite having “a very small carbon footprint, is at the highest 

risk” for impacts of climate change. 

“The rich world talks a great deal but does a lot less about it than those with much less, but who 

suffer more death and destruction from climate change and lack of adaptation,” he said. 

“We will look to our partners and friends to help the Philippines, who, despite having a very small 

carbon footprint, is at the highest risk,” he added. 

Marcos Jr. said the first action needed is to “spare the victims and help them recover.” 

“First, spare victims; then help them recover, and move on to lessen the harmful impact of climate 

change. We, too, have our part to play; we are the third biggest plastics polluter in the world,” he 

pointed out. “We won’t shirk from (sic) that responsibility; we will clean up.” 
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Bongbong Marcos vows to prioritize climate change issues 

 

The Philippines ranked fourth among the countries worldwide most affected by extreme weather 

events from 2000-2019, according to the Global Climate Risk Index 2021. 

In December 2015, the Philippines signed a deal to cut greenhouse gas emissions to limit the rise 

in global temperatures to below two degrees Celsius. 

In 2020, President Rodrigo Duterte asked parties to the Paris Agreement to comply with its 

terms, pointing out that countries like the Philippines suffer the most from the effects of climate 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1619849/bongbong-marcos-vows-to-prioritize-climate-

change-issues#ixzz7XjKpueQ3 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 
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G7 pins hopes on ‘climate club’ as the saviour of 1.5C target 

 

With Chancellor Olaf Scholz keen to use Germany’s presidency of the G7 to create an 

international ‘climate club’, James Norris looks at what such an arrangement could mean. 

 

 

 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson meets German Chancellor Olaf Scholz for a bilateral meeting in 10 Downing 

Street. Image: Number 10, CC BY-S A 3.0, via Flickr. 

 

By James Norris, China Dialogue 
7 minute readJune 30, 2022 
 
One of the achievements of COP26 in Glasgow, according to a UK government statement, was 

that it kept alive the goal of keeping average global temperature rise within 1.5C. That this can be 

considered an achievement probably explains a growing sense of urgency about whether this 

ambitious target will be met at all. 

The realisation has dawned that, despite all the global agreements on climate change dating back 

to the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, progress on climate action is too slow, with the serious risk that the 

2030 emissions targets under the Paris Agreement will be missed. 

 

A new approach is needed to galvanise efforts and persuade all countries to play their part in 

fighting climate change. One idea that has quietly been building momentum over a number of 

years is the “climate club”. 
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G7 pins hopes on ‘climate club’ as the saviour of 1.5C target 

 

 

It has found favour in international policy circles, and has now gained serious political backing 

from German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who is also currently chairing Germany’s G7 Presidency. In 

January this year, Scholz, addressing a high-powered audience at the World Economic Forum in 

Davos, declared: “We will use our Presidency of the G7 to turn that group into the nucleus of an 

International Climate Club.” 

What is a climate club? 

Numerous examples of climate clubs already exist, of different type and purpose, but the model 

developed by Nobel-prize winning economist William Nordhaus in 2015 has gained most 

attention. 

As formulated by him, such a club would operate outside the UN climate regime, and have three 

main features: firstly, all members would need to have comparable carbon-pricing mechanisms; 

secondly, non-members that fail to take action on climate change could be sanctioned; and 

thirdly, the benefit of the club – and the incentive to join – would be a tariff-free border between 

members. 

We need a new global and harmonised system of regulations, subsidies and carbon prices so that 

decarbonisation is maximised and disputes are minimised. 

Carne Ross, associate director of geopolitics, diplomacy and security, E3G 

The key feature of the climate club is the ability to sanction those countries that do not take 

action. As Nordhaus says: “It has proven difficult to induce countries to join in an international 

agreement with significant reductions in emissions. The fundamental reason is the strong 

incentives for free-riding in current international climate agreements.” 

He describes free-riding as when “a party receives the benefits of a public good without 

contributing to the costs. In the case of the international climate change policy, countries have an 

incentive to rely on the emissions reductions of others without taking proportionate domestic 

abatement.” For Nordhaus, this is “at the heart of the international failures to deal with climate 

change”. 

The problem with the current system of climate change negotiations is that it is based around 

voluntary actions. Perhaps inevitably, the intentions are good but progress is slow. Governments 

can effectively sign up to agreements to meet net-zero carbon targets in a blaze of publicity, such 

as at last year’s COP26 summit, but then fail to implement them for political reasons. Good 

intentions can easily lose their way in the corridors of power, amid intense negotiations between 

stakeholders. 

An example is the EU environment committee’s decision in May to impose tough restrictions on 

free carbon market credits, which industry has come to rely upon to meet its carbon reduction 

obligations. However, after particularly intense lobbying on behalf of the energy industry, the EU 

parliament decided on 8 June to back a range of amendments to its reform of the EU’s carbon 

market, effectively watering down the ambitious proposals. 
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G7 pins hopes on ‘climate club’ as the saviour of 1.5C target 

 

 

Energy security is a problem that cannot be wished away. Last year, the Japanese government 

baldly stated that “no compromise is acceptable to ensure energy security”. In the EU, even before 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine highlighted Europe’s dependence on Russian oil and gas, and in the 

run up to COP26, the big debate was whether nuclear energy and fossil fuel gas can be considered 

green enough to qualify for EU funding. 

In June, China and India both announced plans to increase their domestic coal production by a 

combined total of 700 million tons per year to meet a surge in demand. Coal consumption will 

remain a central pillar of their economies for decades to come. 

Rather than inviting countries to participate in multilateral negotiations on climate change, such 

as at the COP summits, Nordhaus believes they should be incentivised. He argues that “no 

individual country has an incentive to cut its emissions sharply. 

Moreover, if there is an international agreement, nations have a strong incentive not to 

participate. If they do participate, there is a further incentive to miss ambitious objectives. The 

outcome is a non-cooperative free-riding equilibrium in which few countries undertake strong 

climate change policies – a situation that closely resembles the current international policy 

environment. Nations speak loudly but carry the tiniest of sticks.” 

Nordhaus believes that “without sanctions against non-participants, there are no stable coalitions 

other than those with minimal abatement. By contrast, a regime with small trade penalties on 

non-participants, a Climate Club, can induce a large stable coalition with high levels of 

abatement.” 

Clubs need critical mass 

A climate club, depending on how it is structured, could address a number of issues. The Ecologic 

Institute, an environmental think tank in Berlin, sets out several recommendations: the first is 

that independence from imported fossil fuels should not only be compatible with climate 

neutrality but must be seen as tantamount to it; second, a climate club based on minimum or 

uniform carbon prices remains politically elusive, technically challenging and its benefits 

doubtful; third, sectoral or industrial alliances have great potential; fourth is the creation of a 

green hydrogen alliance, based on a common market with uniform standards for green and 

sustainable hydrogen; and lastly, technical and financial assistance should be provided for 

developing countries to help them meet their climate targets. 

One problem with the climate club approach is that, to be effective, it has to gain critical mass, 

which means the participation of the major economic players – the EU, China and the US. 

However, Carne Ross, associate director of geopolitics, diplomacy and security at climate change 

thinktank E3G, and a former British diplomat, believes the prospects for international cooperation 

are bleak: “The war in Ukraine is fracturing the rules-based world order. Global institutions like 

the UN are increasingly stymied. Divisions are deepening between the vigorous opponents of the 

Russian invasion in the West and those, like China and India, who are more permissive.” 
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G7 pins hopes on ‘climate club’ as the saviour of 1.5C target 

 

To ensure continued progress, Ross writes, “a broad international architecture of cooperation, 

embracing trade, development and technology will be needed: if you like, a climate world order, a 

system of cooperative structures, rules and alliances that will, if designed correctly, deepen ties 

between countries and blocs, and reweave the tattered fabric of international collaboration.” 

Instead of measures such as the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, which is seen as a 

protectionist tariff by trade partners such as the US and China, he writes, “we need a new global 

and harmonised system of regulations, subsidies and carbon prices so that decarbonisation is 

maximised and disputes are minimised.” 

The current diplomatic outlook may be bleak, but if the EU, China and the US share the same 

environmental aspirations – the health of the planet – they might find the political will to agree on 

terms for a climate club. Simone Tagliapietra and Guntram B Wolff of the Breugel Institute, a 

Brussels-based economic thinktank, point out that together they have the power to drive global 

climate action, as they represent 61 per cent of global gross domestic product and 43 per cent of 

goods imports, “a powerful incentive for other countries to join”. 

The vision is compelling but the political reality puts some formidable obstacles in the way. 

Robert Falkner, research director of the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the 

Environment at the London School of Economics, believes that of all the climate clubs around the 

world, the Nordhaus model is “the most far-reaching and demanding, as it requires countries to 

agree on legally binding rules and sanctions against rule-breakers”. However, this is also why “it is 

the least politically feasible”. 

In particular, it is not clear yet how the Nordhaus model, beyond a group of like-minded 

countries, can enforce climate agreements with any more success than the UN climate summits 

have gained so far. 

As Falkner writes: “Issue complexity and interest diversity lead most major powers to reject 

comprehensive and binding rules. There are good reasons why international climate policy has 

converged around the Paris Agreement approach of combining voluntary pledges with an 

international review mechanism… The main appeal of the [Nordhaus] club – its policy stringency 

and legal strength – is the very reason why it would prove difficult to create it in the first place, 

and why it might unravel the existing multilateral framework for addressing climate change.” 

The Nordhaus climate club, as Falkner describes it, is something of a “holy grail”. Whatever Scholz 

achieves, after a series of intense negotiations and compromise, it will most likely be something 

less ambitious and not legally binding. 

A G7 statement issued on 28 June confirms that Scholz’s climate club, instead of sanctioning free-

riders, will establish “an open, cooperative international Climate Club, consistent with 

international rules”, with a particular focus on transforming industry. Whether that will accelerate 

climate action remains to be seen. 

This article was originally published on China Dialogue under a Creative Commons licence. 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/g7-pins-hopes-on-climate-club-as-the-saviour-of-

15c-target/ 
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Green group pushes for renewable energy amid hydropower 

rehab 

By Jigger Jerusalem June 30, 2022, 1:30 pm 

 

 

 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY – Environmental group Power of People Coalition (P4P) said it hopes 

the proposed rehabilitation of Northern Mindanao's Agus-Pulangi hydropower plant complex 

(APHPC) would lead to a switch to clean and renewable sources of energy. 

 

This came after the Department of Finance (DOF) said it is now fine-tuning a proposed 

arrangement with the Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation (PSALM) and 

National Power Corp. (NPC) on the PHP16.7 billion rehabilitation project for the decades-old 

APHPC facilities. 

 

Under the proposed memorandum of agreement (MOA), DOF will be the main implementing 

agency, loan borrower and budget holder for the rehabilitation projects. 

 

PSALM and NPC, on the other hand, will both serve as the implementing units. 

 

Gerry Arances, P4P convenor, said in a statement Wednesday the APHPC rehabilitation “should 

become the first step towards adopting a more sustainable approach to the country’s energy 

production.” 

 

Sustainability advocates, consumers, communities, and local stakeholders in Mindanao have long 

been urging the government to prioritize the rehabilitation of the Agus-Pulangi power complex, 

Arances pointed out. 

 

“After allowing installed capacity of coal in Mindanao to rise by nearly ten times in the last decade 

– from 232 MW to 2,089 MW – this is certainly a welcome direction,” he said. 
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Green group pushes for renewable energy amid hydropower 

rehab 

 

The rehabilitation, he said, was a sign for the government that “that lessons were learned on how 

unwise it was to flood Mindanao with coal, which only burdened communities and consumers 

with pollution and higher electricity rates.” 

 

Arances said the government must not stop at rehabilitating Agus-Pulangi, adding there has to be 

a comprehensive plan to make access to the vast potential for renewables in Mindanao “within 

reach of every household.” 

 

However, Arances said his group is concerned over the decision to pursue the rehabilitation 

project once again through a loan, set to be managed by the DOF. 

 

Loans, he said, could impact the affordability of electricity from Agus-Pulangi, and the public may 

have to bear the additional costs from borrowed funds. 

 

In his report to the DOF, NPC acting Senior Vice President Melchor Ridulme said rehabilitation is 

divided into two subprojects, with the first series involving the rehabilitation of the Agus IV, V, VI, 

and VII plants in the APHPC that is expected to generate a total rated capacity of 417.1 megawatts 

(MW). 

 

The second series, Ridulme said, focuses on the rehabilitation of  Agus I, II, and the Pulangi IV 

plants, which will generate a total rated capacity of 515 MW. 

 

Out of the 1,001 MW of installed capacity of the APHC, only 600-700 MW is currently available, 

partly because of the limitations of its aging equipment. 

 

Ridulme said the rehabilitation of the APHC plants is among the major projects of President 

Rodrigo Duterte that will be turned over to the next administration. 

 

The APHC consists of seven mostly run-of-river hydropower plants with a total installed capacity 

of 1,001 MW. 

 

Six of the seven hydropower plants are located along the Agus River which flows for 36.5 

kilometers (km) from Lanao Lake to Iligan Bay. 

 

The seventh hydropower plant is the Pulangi 4, located on the Pulangi River in Bukidnon. (PNA) 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177883 
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OCD XII enjoins public to participate in National Disaster 

Resilience Month 

Published on: June 30, 2022 
By Catherine Apelacio 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY (PIA) -- The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) XII gears up for the 

observance of the National Disaster Resilience Month (NDRM) this July as it enjoins the general 

public to participate in its line-up of various activities that are also aligned with the guidelines for 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Carrying the theme “Sambayanang Pilipino, Nagkakaisa Tungo sa Katatagan at Maunlad na 

Kinabukasan,” the NDRM observance will kick-off tomorrow, July 1 and will hold its closing 

ceremonies on July 29, according to OCD XII information officer Jorie Mae Balmediano. 

She said the annual NDRM does not only aim to strengthen disaster preparedness but also solidify 

all Filipinos in the face of disaster. 

In its memorandum to Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (RDRRMC) XII 

members and local DRRM councils, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

Council (NDRRMC), says “The NDRM 2022 theme emphasizes the importance of collaboration of 

all Filipinos to overcome the challenges of this pandemic and prepare ourselves for new emerging 

disasters toward building a safer, adaptive and resilient future.” 

Citing Executive Order No. 29 s. 2017 which designates the month of July, the start of rainy season 

in the Philippines as the NDRM throughout the country, NDRRMC reiterates the EO's marching 

order "for the conduct of activities relative to building of disaster resilience covering the four  
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OCD XII enjoins public to participate in National Disaster 

Resilience Month 

 

thematic areas: (1) Prevention and Mitigation, (2) Preparedness, (3) Response and (4) 

Rehabilitation and Recovery." 

"Member agencies of the Regional and Local DRRM Councils, Barangay DRRM Committees, 

Private Institutions and Stakeholders are hereby enjoined to observe the National Disaster 

Resilience Month (NDRM) 2022 through the conduct of activities relative to disaster resilience, 

and to participate and promote the NDRM activities," it said. 

After the kick-off, Balmediano said there awaits "exciting, fun and educational" activities for this 

year’s observance for the students, youth and the general public to participate in, which include 

tagline writing contest, music composition contest, mobile photography contest, resilience video 

contest, resilience hours, among others.  

The tagline and music composition contests, though, have already started earlier on June 13 and 

June 30, respectively.  

Meanwhile, the Resilience Hours, a webinar series on DRRM thematic areas will be held on July 7, 

14, 21, and 28 while the Resilience Webinar Series 3: Understanding DRRM Mechanisms in the 

Philippines is scheduled on July 28. 

Both webinars, Balmediano told the Philippine Information Agency are intended for DRRM 

practitioners and the general public. 

In addition to the activities, NDRM will also include a capacity exhibit dubbed "NDRRMC 2022 

and Beyond" in the morning of July 15 to be followed by RDRRMC Full Council Meeting in the 

afternoon as she also asked governnment offices and DRRM councils to hang the NDRRM banners 

within their office premises in support of the observance. 

Balmediano then encouraged people in Soccsksargen to get involved and join in the NDRM 

activities including the closing ceremonies as these can be easily accessed via online. (PIA XII) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/06/30/ocd-xii-enjoins-public-to-participate-in-national-

disaster-resilience-month 
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LPA sa Northern Luzon isa nang tropical depression 

 

 

June 30, 2022 @ 6:36 PM  11 hours ago 

  

 

 

MANILA, Philippines- Naging tropical depression na ang low-pressure area (LPA) sa silangan ng 

Northern Luzon at pinangalanang “Domeng,” ayon sa PAGASA nitong Huwebes. 

Iniulat ng PAGASA na ang center ng tropical depression Domeng ay namataan 940 kilometro East 

of Extreme Northern Luzon hanggang nitong alas-3 ng hapon. Mayroon itong maximum sustained 

winds na 45 kilometers per hour malapit sa center at gustiness hanggang 55 kilometers per hour 

patungong northwestward sa bilis na 15 kph. 

Magiging maulan sa mga probinsya ng Zambales, Bataan, Occidental Mindoro, at Palawan dahil sa 

trough monsoon at sa Southwest Monsoon. 

Gayundin, ang monsoon at Southwest Monsoon ay magdudulot ng maulap na kalangitan at kalat 

na pag-ulan sa Metro Manila at natitirang bahagi ng Luzon. 

Sa natitirang bahagi naman ng bansa ay makararanas ng “partly cloudy to cloudy skies with 

isolated rain showers or thunderstorms brought about by the localized thunderstorms.” 

Inaasahan din ang moderate to strong winds at coastal waters sa northern at western sections ng 

Luzon habang sa natitirang bahagi naman ng bansa ay magiging light to moderate ang hangin at 

slight to moderate ang coastal water conditions. 

Inilahad pa ng PAGASA na ang tropical depression “Caloy” ay naging tropical storm na tinatawag 

na ngayong “Chaba” matapos lumabas sa Philippines Area of Responsibility ngayong 

Huwebes. RNT/SA 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/lpa-sa-northern-luzon-isa-nang-tropical-depression 
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Domeng to enhance Habagat, will spur monsoon rains 

By SUNDY LOCUS, GMA News 
Published June 30, 2022 11:50pm 

 

 

The center of Domeng was last seen 1,000 kilometers east of extreme northern Luzon and slowly heading southward 

while packing maximum sustained winds of 55 kilometers per hour near the center and gustiness of up to 70 km/h. 

SCREENSHOT 

 

Tropical Depression Domeng slightly intensified while moving slowly over the Philippine Sea, 

PAGASA reported late Thursday evening. 

In its 11 PM bulletin, PAGASA said Domeng may develop into a tropical storm in the next 12 hours 

and may reach a peak intensity of around 85 kilometers per hour by Saturday, July 2. 

The center of Domeng was last seen 1,000 kilometers east of extreme northern Luzon and slowly 

heading southward while packing maximum sustained winds of 55 kilometers per hour near the 

center and gustiness of up to 70 km/h. 

No tropical cyclone wind signal is currently hoisted over the archipelago for the tropical 

depression. 

Further, PAGASA said Domeng and Tropical Storm Chaba, which is currently outside the 

Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR), will enhance the trough of the monsoon and the 

prevailing southwest monsoon. 

This will spur monsoon rains over the western sections of central and southern Luzon and 

occasionally gusty conditions reaching a strong breeze to near gale in strength over extreme 

northern Luzon, the northern and western portions of Luzon, and the western portion of Visayas. 

The state weather bureau also raised Gale Warning Number 1 over the western seaboards of Luzon 

due to the prevailing southwest monsoon and the influence of the tropical cyclones. 

Under the alert warning, fishing boats and other small seacrafts are advised not to venture out 

into the sea while large sea vessels are alerted against big waves. 
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Domeng to enhance Habagat, will spur monsoon rains 

 

 

“Mariners are advised to take precautionary measures when venturing out to sea and, if possible, 

avoid navigating in these conditions,” the agency said. 

According to PAGASA, Tropical Depression Domeng is forecasted to gradually accelerate north-

northwestward over the next three days and remain far from the Philippine landmass. 

It may exit PAR by Saturday (2 July) morning or afternoon. Outside the region, the tropical 

cyclone is expected to pass very close or make landfall in the vicinity of the Ryukyu Islands in 

Japan on Saturday evening or Sunday, July 3. -- BAP, GMA News 

Tags: PAGASA, weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/836672/domeng-intensifies-while-

slowly-moving-southward-

pagasa/story/?fbclid=IwAR2b3ShZLpunqXsXuhHXhwTaHqI9ARQVCZ50Jf2XvBmn9wDbZ

oEUpXZNtDQ 
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Metro Manila’s COVID-19 growth may peak by July – OCTA 

By Janvic Mateo(The Philippine Star)  
- July 1, 2022 - 12:00am 

 

  

Pedestrians walk past LGBT design color artwork wearing masks in Manila, which has seen a rise in COVID-19 cases. 

 

Philstar.com/Irish Lising 

MANILA, Philippines — The number of new COVID-19 cases in the National Capital Region 

(NCR) may peak by the first or second week of July, the OCTA Research Group said yesterday. 

OCTA fellow Guido David said the growth rate or the speed of the increase in COVID infections 

decreased in the past week. 

“This is an indication that COVID-19 cases in the NCR could be peaking soon, maybe by first or 

second week of the month,” David said. 

“While this trend can still change, we must continue to observe health protocols so that COVID 

cases will start to decrease soon,” he added. 

Data from the Department of Health (DOH) showed that an average of 361 COVID infections were 

recorded daily in Metro Manila from June 23 to 29, up 36 percent from 262 cases posted during the 

previous week. 

The NCR logged 262 COVID cases from June 16 to 22, which is 88 percent higher than the 140 daily 

infections recorded from June 9 to 15. 
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Metro Manila’s COVID-19 growth may peak by July – OCTA 

 

 

David clarified that a positive growth rate means that the number of COVID-19 cases is still 

increasing. 

“It will only decrease once the surge has reached its peak and the indicator is already negative,” he 

said. 

The DOH on Tuesday removed the growth rate as part of the indicators used to determine an 

area’s risk classification, with then health secretary Francisco Duque III describing it as an 

“alarmist” metric. 

OCTA earlier projected that the number of COVID cases nationwide is unlikely to exceed 5,000 

per day during the peak of the ongoing surge. 

“Based on our projections, I don’t see a trajectory of 17,000 (per day) at this time. It seems unlikely 

the caseload will exceed 5,000 per day at the peak of this weak surge,” David said. 

He was reacting to the projections made using the DOH’s diseases surveillance tool FASSSTER 

(Feasibility Analysis of Syndromic Surveillance Using Spatio-Temporal Epidemiological Modeler), 

which said that new COVID cases may reach 12,000 to 22,000 per day by the end of the month if 

compliance with minimum public health standards continue to decline. 

Out of 781 COVID cases recorded nationwide on Tuesday, the DOH said 367 came from the NCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/07/01/2192124/metro-manilas-covid-19-growth-

may-peak-july-octa/amp/ 
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Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/DcHuW5Pog04 
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Please click this link: 

Source: https://youtu.be/CpdWDAyCkpw 
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