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DENR to create bamboo forest in Marikina
Watershed

Rhodina Villanueva, Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has
partnered with non-government organizations to transform 20 hectares of the Marikina
Watershed into a bamboo forest.

In a memorandum of agreement signed last week, the DENR Calabarzon office, Rotary
International District 3830, Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association and
Philippine Bamboo Foundation Inc. committed to implement a program, which aims to
rehabilitate the Marikina Watershed through the use of bamboo planting materials.

“Bamboo is not just an alternative to construction materials but it also helps in mitigating climate
change. This is why | am pushing for the creation of mini bamboo forests in the country, which
will also spur a vibrant bamboo lumber industry,” former DENR secretary Roy Cimatu said
during the program launching on Feb. 16.

Cimatu has resigned as environment secretary due to health reasons.

Under the agreement, the initial phase of the program involves the establishment of a nursery
where the bamboo planting materials will be nurtured over six to eight months.

The second phase will be the transplanting of the grown bamboo plants within the 20 hectares
of the Marikina Watershed.

DENR Calabarzon executive director Nilo Tamoria said the planting of bamboo would be
“instrumental in achieving the total rehabilitation of the Marikina Watershed.”

The DENR and the Rotary International District 3830 turned over checks amounting to P1
million to Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association to fund the Marikina
Watershed rehabilitation project.

Rotary International District 3780 provided checks for P500,000 to fund the creation of a 10-
hectare bamboo nursery site in Barangay Puray, Rodriguez, Rizal.

Source:https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/22/2162403/denr-create-bamboo-forest-
marikina-watershed
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Group: DENR-Davao has yet to order
suspension on cutting of century-old
trees

RALPH LAWRENCE G. LLEMIT

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Davao Region has not yet
issued a formal suspension order on the cutting of century-old trees in Mounts Makabol-
Alikoson Conservation Area (MMACA) in Barangay Salaysay, Marilog District despite its earlier
promises, an environmental group said.

In a letter submitted to recently-resigned DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, the Sustainable Davao
Movement (SDM) appealed to the department to declare forest conservation, particularly those
in the MMACA.

SDM is composed of various groups, namely the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF),
Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability (Idis), Ecoteneo, volunteers groups
from Makabol, and support members of the Davao Association of Catholic Schools (Dacs).

This is in relation to the DENR-Davao response to the letter of Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-
Carpio, who supported the cancellation of the timber cutting permit released to landowner Ling
Ling Wu Lee covering the cutting down of 121 old-growth forest trees in the Makabol-Alikoson
water.

The group said this is notwithstanding the "voluntary cessation"” of cutting by the landowner, as
per DENR-Davao letter or the expiry of the permit in January 2022.

In the letter of the DENR-Davao, the group said "the office appears to justify" its action, stating
that they are not aware that the area is included in the Watershed Code of Davao, and that
they are not aware of data pertaining to the nesting trees, as shared by PEF, and they are also
not privy to the metes and bounds of the declared conservation areas, as per the Watershed
Management Code.

The group said the implementing rules and regulations of the Watershed Code had been
released as early as January 7, 2009, where the MMACA was delineated and included.

SDM also said the community is aware of the nesting trees, which are a hundred meters
proximate to the trees to be cut because they have been guarding or monitoring the
Philippine Eagle for decades.


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/590/ralph-lawrence-g-llemit
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The Watershed Management Council issued a resolution on January 28, 2021, denying the
permit application because the cutting down of trees for a planned banana plantation is not
consistent with a watershed reserve area. This resolution was received and acknowledged by
DENR last March 5, 2021.

"Information was available and accessible, with minimum due diligence. With maximum
participation and consultation, the permitting process could have been consistent with the
mandate of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources," the group said.

During local community consultations that followed the request for cancellation, the community
expressed its concern about the situation.

"They had known only of the project when activities were underway and the trees were already
being prepared for cutting (marking, hacking with bolo). It appears that a genuine consultation
with the local community was amiss," the group said.

The landowner's legal representative, during the consultation, said the trees were old and ripe
for cutting and the cutting will be replaced anyway by the planting of seeds.

In a letter from DENR-Davao, Executive Director Bagani Fidel Evasco informed the City
Government that the owner will be required to pay P160,255 for forest charges for every cubic
meter of timber harvested.

The flooding incident in October 2021, according to SDM, cost the city P3.435 million.

"We are painfully aware that the overflowing of rivers and creeks can be attributed not only to
guarrying but land misuse/mismanagement in the uplands and the decimation of our remaining
forest cover," SDM said.

The group appealed that the area should be permanently excluded from timber cutting,
agricultural use and any form of development that is inconsistent with its classification as an
Environmentally Critical Area and Conservation Zone under the city's Watershed Code.

It also appealed that a dialogue should be opened and continued with private landowners, local
and national government on critical areas such as the MMACA to come up with joint
management plans/actions that will be beneficial for the public.

"We hope that the plan to increase forest cover includes a plan not to decrease forest cover
further,” SDM said.

Idis Executive Director Mark Pefialver said during an online forum that they are hoping that no
more  tree-cutting permits  will be issued in the protected areas.

DENR-Davao has yet to issue a statement on the matter.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921560/davao/local-news/group-denr-davao-has-
yet-to-order-suspension-on-cutting-of-century-old-trees
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PH urged to take a strong stand
vs plastic pollution in UN
assembly in Kenya

Faith Argosino
At least three environmental groups are urging the Philippine government to negotiate for a
strong treaty that will address worldwide plastic pollution in the 5th United Nations Environment
Assembly (UNEA-5.2) in Kenya.

In a joint statement, the EcoWaste Coalition (EWC), the Interfacing Development Interventions
for Sustainability (IDIS), and the Mother Earth Foundation (MEF) have expressed their support
for a robust negotiation during the assembly that will be attended by 190 countries.

“All eyes will be on UNEA-5.2 to see how governments, including our own, will come to an
agreement on a robust negotiation mandate that will speed up not decelerate the required
global action to stem the tide of toxic plastic pollution,” EWC National Coordinator Aileen Lucero
said.

She said that an ideal treaty should focus on the entire plastic lifecycle, not limited to marine
litter, banning toxic chemical additives in plastic, and prohibiting polluting waste treatment or
disposal methods.

Meanwhile, MEF Chairman Sonia Mendoza said that “a strong treaty should cut down on plastic
manufacturing since its unrestrained production translates to the use of fossil fuels and toxic
chemical additives.”

Aside from pushing for a strong treaty, the groups also urged the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to carry out policies and regulations that will reduce plastic
pollution at the source. They also highlighted the need for Congress to pass legislation banning
single-use plastics and impose Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).

In line with the Republic Act (RA) 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, they
also reminded the National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) to issue its list of
non-environment friendly products for prohibition and phase-out.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/02/21/ph-urged-to-take-a-strong-stand-vs-plastic-pollution-in-
un-assembly-in-kenya/
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Former Hermosa landfill
operator faces raps

HERMOSA, Bataan — The Regional Trial Court Branch 96 of
Dinalupihan has ordered the arrest of Atty. Beulah Coeli Fiel, president
of the Econest Waste Management Corp., for storing toxic and hazardous
materials at the Hermosa Sanitary Landfill.

Presiding Judge Hon. Amelita Cruz Corpuz issued the warrant of
arrest on 4 February against the former operator of the Hermosa
Sanitary Landfill.

Torecall, the local government of Hermosa charged Fiel for violating
Section 13 of Republic Act 6969 or the Toxic Substances and Hazardous
and Nuclear Wastes Control Act of 1990.

The case stemmed from the toxic and hazardous materials that the
Econest Waste Management, Corp. received when the company was
still operating the landfill,

Numerous inspections were conducted by the Environmental
Management Bureau of the DENR, ordering the Econest Waste
Management Corp. to rehabilitate the said landfill, return the
area back to its original state and pay the administrative penalty
of P150,000. JONAS REYES
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Philippine

Eagle rescued

The eagle underwent an immediate surgical operation on its injured right wing since
the bacterial infection was already spreading beyond its injured body parts

BY NONOY E. LACSON

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A wounded female Philippine
eagle (Pithecophaga Jefferyi) needing immediate
surgery was rescued by a resident of Marogong
in Lanao del Sur and was turned over to proper
authorities.

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) environment officer Benjamin
Alangca said that the resident — identified as Hadji
Solaiman Olama — found the injured eagle a the
forested areas of Marogong on 9 February.

Olama immediately informed the office of the
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources about
his discovery for the protection and safety of the eagle.

After the turnover, the eagle underwent an
immediate surgical operation on its injured right wing
since the bacterial infection was alreadv spreading
beyond its injured body parts.

Dr. Anita Chua, a veterinarian specialist of the

Regional Wildlife Rescue Center of Zamboanga del
Sur Province, Community Environment and Natural
Resources Office conservation and development
section and Department of Environment and Natural
Resources-9 technical personnel, treated the wound.

Chua said the Philippine Eagle has a wingspan of
5l centimeters and a weight of 5 kilograms.

After administering medical aid, the eagle was
immediately turned over to the Philippine Eagle
Foundation in Davao City to perform additional
medical procedures.

“It was the first time that we found and rescued
an injured Philippine Eagle and it signifies that
the BARMM have a vast environment and natural
resources,” Alangea said,

Meantime, Ecosystems, Research and Development
Services Director of Biodiversity Mohamad Ali
Dimaren said that the incident proves that there is the
presence of the Philippine Eagle in the Bangsamoro
region.
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Liberal mining policies to lure foreign
Investors back to PHL-COMP

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA

WITH the recent policy moves by the Duterte administration, the mining industry’s big players
said the Philippines is back on the radar of foreign mining investors.

Chamber of Mines of the Philippines chairman Michael T. Toledo said for one, Australian
investors welcomed the recent decisions of the Philippine government to ease mining policies,
raising the possibility of a renewed influx of foreign capital in the sector.

“Recent policy moves by the Philippine government are expected to boost investor confidence
in its mining sector while unlocking the country’s vast mineral resources responsibly and
equitably,” Toledo said.

Toledo is currently the chief operating officer of Silangan Mindanao Mining Co., a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Philex Mining Corp.

Mining is a pillar of Australia’s economy, Toledo noted, and industry there is showing signs of
potential boom, with investments surging and metal prices still soaring.

In separate statements, The Philippines-Australia Business Council (PABC) and Australia
Philippines Business Council (APBC) said recently that the consecutive decisions of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to lift the 4-year-old ban on open
pit mining for the extraction of copper, gold, silver, and complex ores, and the removal of the
moratorium on new mineral agreements between the government and private contractors, are
clear signals that the Philippine mining sector is again open for business for local and foreign
direct investment.

“This is good news for the mining sector which hasn’t seen any major investments since 2016
due to tighter government regulation. Renewed investor interest in mining could lead to fresh
capital inflows that could unleash the industry’s huge potential,” Toledo said.

Since the government tightened mining rules, only Philex has decided to go ahead with its
investment plan to develop, beginning this year, a starter mine that would cost $224 million.
The Silangan copper-gold prospect in Surigao del Norte is expected to produce gold and
copper in early 2025.

5th-most mineralized

The Philippines is the fifth-most mineralized country in the world, with the third-largest deposits
of gold, fourth for copper, and fifth for nickel. Around one-third of the country’s land area has
mineral potential but only one-tenth of that is covered by mining tenements.

Estimated to be worth around $1 trillion in value, these resources remain underground.

“Mining is one industry that truly highlights the complementarity between Australia and the
Philippines,” said APBC President Rene Cabrera in a statement.
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“The Philippines has vast untapped natural resources; Australia is a global expert in minerals
development and production underpinned by responsible mining practices sought by the
Philippine government and community. The potential for rewarding opportunities has always
been there,” he added.

Philex had initially sought foreign investors to fund a grander development of Silangan, but
failed to find one largely because of uncertainty in government policy. Philex will issue stock
rights, use reserve funds and borrow from banks to fund the Silangan project.

Toledo said, however, that Philex isn’t closing its doors to investors, both local and foreign, who
may want to infuse fresh for the development of the Silangan project. “It now depends on
valuation and commercial terms, compliance with government regulations, and the strategic
value that the potential investors will bring into the success of Silangan.” he said.

Source:https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/22/liberal-mining-policies-to-lure-foreign-
investors-back-to-phl-comp/
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Subsidies are slowly killing biodiversity

A RECENT study by a group of subsidies experts reinforces concerns that financing projects
that are meant to sustain biodiversity are doing more harm than good.

According to the study, at least $1.8 trillion is spent every year on subsidies that subvert their
intended goals. Tax breaks for beef production in the Amazon and financial aid for unproductive
irrigation in the Middle East are among the most glaring examples the study cited.

A United Nations report last year also found that almost 90 percent of subsidies to farmers
every year damage people's health, fuel climate crisis, destroy nature and drive inequality by
excluding small farmers.

The fossil fuel industry, however, is the biggest culprit with counterproductive subsidies totaling
$620 billion. The agricultural sector is not too far behind with $520 billion, with water accounting
for $320 billion and forestry, $155 billion.

The report did not include mining, long considered to be a major contributor to ecosystem
destruction.

Governments that parcel out subsidies without proper screening and follow-up strategy share
the blame, the study noted.

The businesses that benefit from subsidies are guilty as well. In an online article in The
Guardian, Eva Zabey, executive director of Business for Nature, lamented that many
businesses "are benefiting from these environmentally harmful subsidies."

"Typically, the subsidies were established with good intentions in mind. We need to level the
playing field because right now, some are benefiting from a head start when it should be the
other way round. It's a wicked problem," Zabey added.

The fossil fuel industry immediately springs to mind whenever we dissect the problem of
harmful subsidies. Many governments are generous in subsidizing the sector through tax
breaks and production credits. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
found that subsidies in the fossil fuel sector rose by 30 percent in 2019. That's not an
encouraging outlook, according to the International Monetary Fund.

Subsidies may protect consumers by keeping prices low, "but they also come at a high cost,"
the IMF warned. "Subsidies are expensive for governments — and therefore, taxpayers — to
finance and can hinder governments' efforts to reduce budget deficits. They also compete with
other priority public spending on roads, schools and healthcare."

The environmental cost is equally worrisome. Despite the financial boost, the industry has failed
dismally to reduce carbon emissions. The report's authors are calling on governments to agree
to stop all harmful subsidies by the end of the decade. There is a chance to make that push
during the biodiversity summit in China later this year, where companies will be asked to reveal
the subsidies they receive as part of environmental disclosure reporting.

Christiana Figueres, who headed the UN climate convention in 2016 that produced the Paris
Agreement on capping temperature rise, agreed it's time for drastic measures.

"Harmful subsidies must be redirected towards protecting the climate and nature, rather than
financing our own extinction," Figueres said.

Subsidies have to be redirected, repurposed or done away with to free up more funds to prevent
further biodiversity loss.

The IMF said the fiscal, environmental and welfare gains from removing harmful subsidies are
substantial. But it also acknowledges that getting rid of the subsidies will be a herculean effort.
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As early as 2009, the Group of 20 sounded the call to phase out ineffective fossil fuel subsidies.
The response was lukewarm, and the IMF explained why: "When reforms are made, prices
increase, and this has often led to widespread public protests.”

It added: "The absence of public support for subsidy reform is in part due to a lack of confidence
in the ability of governments to shift the resulting budgetary savings to programs that would
compensate the poor and middle class for the higher energy prices they face."

The IMF has offered a plan for subsidy reform that includes a comprehensive energy sector
scheme, transparent and extensive communication and consultation with stakeholders, and
more efficient state-owned enterprises to reduce producer subsidies.

All these initiatives will not prosper without political commitment and strong cooperation, both
of which need to be nurtured vigorously.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/22/opinion/editorial/subsidies-are-slowly-killing-
biodiversity/1833777
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D-EN—R to create bamboo forest
in Marikina Watershed

 The Department of Environment
and

atural Resources (DENR) has
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red with non-government or-
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of the Marikina Watershed into a
bamboo forest. j
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signed last week, the DENR Cala-
barzon office, Roiaz International
District 3830, Samahang Kawayan
ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association
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former DENR secretary Roy Cimatu
said during the program launching
on Feb. 16. ‘ ;

Cimatu has resigned as envizan-

[Bambao is not just an alternative  mentsecretary due to health reasons.
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The second phase will be the 'chécks difounting to P1 mllion

transplanting of the grown bamboo _to Samahang Kawayan ng Karuge
plants within the 20 hec ares of the Agri Farmers Association tu fund
Marikina Watershed. the Marikina Watershed rehabilita-

DENR Calabarzon executive di-
rector Nilo Tamoria said the planting
of bamboo would be “instrumental
in achieving, the total rehabilitation
of the Marikina Watershed.”

The DENR and the Rotary Intex-
national District 3830 tarnd “aver

lion project.

Rotary International District 3780
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the creation of a 10-hectare bamboo
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PH, UK agree on work plan on dimate, environment
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nvironment degradation, Inthe photo, showing the

. clockwize) DENR Undersecretary Ana

to anllih'lms Laure Beaufils (back) with the embassy’s

Ken 0‘Aaherty, UK government’s COP26 Regional Am

DENR Assistant Secretary Marcial C. Amaro Jr. SRITHHEVBISSY.

m(ﬁm

He pomlsd oul: “I'm proud of what
the UK and the Philippines hava aiready
achieved togethar on climata related is

suesand we committed 2 2ulcing onthis
succass taday and in the year to cams.’

According o Beaufils. the dizlogua
helpzc 90th govarnmants &gree or "jo 1
actions to build resilisnce, tatkls glebal
emissions, and haliand reverse the loss
of biadiversity.”

Takingstock ol the grogress achizved
during the first diaiogua in Novamoer
2020, the Second Climale Change and
Environment Diatogue highlighted the key
clementz cliheongaing conperation, such
gs rormu‘ation of the long-term strategy,
provisicnof anaiytical tovls Lo revisil the
Mationally Determiced Coptribution and
deveiop tha Mational Adzpiation Plan,
end conservation of aritical spacias and
ecosystems across the Philippines,

‘ment s@al& 4

Mplannclmw thnn nl

bnnhl-'la British Amb-uw
litical Cmollot Rebecca Shah;
muto Asia-Pacific and suﬂmm.gpd

&

It * sused an four stralggic
objac tm< r 2022,

This include building the ‘nsul
ieare nldhpemnony. eamym and
mnmnmeﬂn%ﬂ_ nk _t ot !
change. dsiab shirg a ¢

able | mancé*an&gjeer ng the fmancnal
sector; and strangthening colleberation
andincrease awarenass of Institutions
and cammunities 1 tasklifig r,umau
ghanga,

The UK agreed fo pmtdaacomhina~
fion o1 pragrams, lechnical sssislancs,
including practicel rasearch stngies,
palicy is.ua;nm‘f in¢ natket devzlopment
wechapismy, tecanalogy partnersmps.
?'?d a;mnﬁaes! p:fhﬁuwsdo el %&

B3F Cbiestives, iin
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130, FMCGS
MAKE POSITIVE, GREEN IMPACT /B2-3

FIMICGs, gov’t, private sector

partner to implement zero waste
- to nature road map for 2030

woke up ta the alarmlag e
alizy tiat the warch i alling.
and that thiy peoblem has
been brought about by our own

In recent vears, the world

ZERO WASTE TO NATURE

hands. Unsustalinable pracrices, 0 0 P RMS . E FUTURS
ineluding e mismanagoment REBOUND Py MANAGING WASTE, PRESERVING NATURE AND FAVING THE WAY TO A SAFE SUSTAINAELE FUTURS
of plaste wasle, has led 10 a
giobal and focal challenge for
BVRryone
The Fhllippines alone gen- ¢
erares 2.y million rama of plaane Mande Nissia
waste, 2 privent of which wod
up in the ccean, according ro & S Sy MLy ua
207 World Bank study. Many INGQUIRER PLUS .

MUibute this 1c the couniny’s
“tingl-tmgl” ar “sachat ecan-
amy,” aloug with poor imple-
mentation of green legiskation
and InsufMicicnt romplance
with loced suid waile macage-
ment systems. Lavironmental
groups have also polnved out
the role large corparations play
In conzributing to the wasce
prablem.

ihe gocd newn is that the
private sector has stepped up
their effocts to address the glob-
¥ plastic probieon. While corpa-
udcmn ‘uv: nlxcudy ﬂrv:laptd

wiestairuhle wrucegies for yenrs,
"x are now expanding efforts
stakeholders for a more
halistic approach.
L o Jaauary 2020, the Phil-
Ippine Allisnce for Recydling
sud  Materials  Sustxinability
(FPARMS3) worked togecher with
members af the FasrMaoving
Coaswasy Goudd (FMCU) sen-
THC O CEAfT N RITALPRY Reared
taward managing plasiic and
packagmyg waste, with the ulti-
mate goal of reducing fhe coun-
Ly's waste loolgaint by 2030,
The straregy, called the Zero
Waste to Nature, Ambisyan

PLANET

FREE X0 DAYS

%?ﬁ

€ A‘d ME

BENEFIT
TO PEOPLE,

Tiw webinar bosted Gy Inquirer's Froject Rebound was held last jan. 24, with Tracge Sccnnfy Iulmnr- lnpu mmbapmy Spencnr Iup (‘.Amﬂm v
president Crispian Lao as panelists

/.' 4 =
DS

The brand owners are competitors
among themselves. But then here,
wa have a platform where we

L LI LT R &:ME.

w With the commitnwc of the
[big] business owacrs who will
lead and hand hald the SMEs
Uris suse e Wwill Uy alde o Gnd
solutiors” Micra, small and
medlum enterprises moke ap
around o peoent o Lusiness
enterpriges i rhe coantry.
From a |=zislartve sand

2030 (ZWTN 2030}, % & coum- & PROF‘T point. Villar noted that paotich

mitment by PARMS member L can share information, We try to and prciema ite: ARy
wrpenies W “deinonstrate Lewm gzut b plaes Tor MGG
thar none of the ndustrial translato 9l°b°l l“'tht‘m lnto 'OCG' and I:l'le crl(rrpn‘.ex Bat ta

and post-consumer packaging
wastes generated biom itk op-
erariong, sale af praduecee. and
usage of procucts eod up in s
e by 2080."

Project Rebound:
Zero WasTe 10 marure

.

An estenated

P15.1 BILLION

Infrastiucture Invascmwit for mw
rezyeling and waste diversion faeilities.

action and we want also to keep the
economy within the Philippines.
Wae don't want to push for
sustainable packaging but [end up]
importing everything and forget
about the local industry ...

Ree small and milcro dnepria-
wn (SMER) ats will s o

involved in the Insge-
to reduce plartic use
fest starts with wwareress Ry
making thew: aware of the pro-
grams and slaring cvallable
Erewn wuhno ogies with them,

To tpruad thix meseagn and 4 ooo . - especially thucugh ookl gove
:ﬂ”wm Bt m”k'; r With the commitment of the [big] ECERE 1l 1LEIV0) SnA SO
Hebound webina: scries Lt e NEW business owners who will lead and D o e gt
Jan 15, The webinar fearured . “GREEN hand-hold the SIVIEs, I'm sure we Viliar also highagh:e faue

the ieights wnd plans from rel-
evan: ndustly reprecentatives
wuch a3 Secreacy Ramon Lopex
of the Depustinent of Trade and
Indusory (U1, Depuly Speaker
Reep. Cuenille Villaw of the Mouse
of Mapvesmgatives arsd FARMS
founding president Crisplan Lao.

EPR feds 10 mpp‘-c';(»v-ul\- r-cav;t’

will genecated pp oxinracaly

P5.2 BILLION

JOBS”

will be able to find solutions

Crispian Lao
PARMS founding W‘lnl

ey strategies (0 Gl oy peo-
phe tmvelved: 1) edogste on the
SITUABOG, oy aim wnd s udon;
() teach the technology: (3 pro
vide incentives and [4) singus-
age eyeariviny (v g pereling
Undezstamding tha: some
may feel intmMiated Ly the

und!Dtx L;‘pc;. D:l.'ls":y rale markes for suppliers that apply  provide the plactorm so that all  idee of suscainsbiling, 1+ olieu.
straregy i (o Chxte green techovivyy. bemce the smkeholders can share Infas- g it is a o wisde Lakiog,
and “incentivize green Indus- OF ANNUAL Impartance of green financing  mation with each athies, Villar emphasized the ne o for

tries. Giviog fiscal Incentives
to these industries and prior-
lddag those wiwoss work or
programs involve sustainability
Wwill positivety atfect and ad-

ADDITIONAL

INCOME

Rar eha informs! wante sector

ppoit,

Bxpounding on the lssce
af PMCGs ar ane palnr heing
ane of the csuses of the plas
tie peoducoon  problem and

“The hrand nwness are com-
petitess miwug hemselves. Buc
then bere. we have a plattorm
where we can share (aforma-
thon,” Lao said. “We try bo trans-

2 more wide soals wwir ey
“Zern waste I not necessarily
a hugw aul expmocier ond sver.
We Just have to condkla comn-
cerns of all parties asd come

dress the entire supply chain, and Barangay Makerlal now working (o he part of the  lite global initlatives into local  up with solbutiors thar ran be
he said “Down the rowd, what Recoyary F&lm»q- solubion, Taa smted thas many  scoon and we wangalsos oo keep Implemented. amnetlines wiea
We want is a sustatnable sup- = oca\pu\m have al'udy been  the conoiay within the Philip-  we have policies, witlie 1 ayTe
ply chain tha: wil make use of v} g and  poes, Wedont want to push for  conlpuehensive wiel oo we
Freen energy, green systwing” .. developm; aynznn s widdrens  sustatreble peackaging but fend  have 0 keey 10 onod

Lopez sxd. noting that they the plastic waste prablem. up| importing everything are!  whar ks doobi= for e E
arw alie meelog 2 demand inthe P~ AN AL 24T TMTASEITT PARME" rede, he sald, was to  forget about the 1ocal imlusliy magoricy,” she sabe 3
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DESIGNING AN EPR SYSTEM FOR THE PHILIPPINES

tLapez emphasized the lm-
portanc» of incsntives Tt is
lmportant, be notad, o make
reducing plaseic waste “eco
wamically rewarding for all
participanta In the value chatn *
Wirh the recently concinded
United Natious Cliaate Change
Conference (COPIGL Rk was
oleo seen that there ix growth
In terms of clean Boanciog, in ¥ P 1
which Branclal Institutions are

An EPR 19 a schame thit

backing global et-Tero arges. pathways to enzure no
Lao sdded thar = Ix Im. leakage to the erwvironmesst,

partamt for all stakebalders o Inchsding reduction,

also be careful about how we

transition awsy frem plasric, recycing. and

While the goal of ihe ZWTN. -. . WOMMerVprocessing.

2030 ConEBitent s o reduce
plastic wasee |t mesr not come
at the cont of crestiag probleims
with cthier matetials or alter-
natives, Workding locally with
cirenlar madels are also key to
e Niwviog this, he sald.

EFR ELETLENTS

Divericss undes o

Traneparent, Accoumadle
and Inclusive Scheme.

Progressive but o realistic increase of
waste diversion Largets of 10% annually
which accommodates nuIncrous
strategles for the waste diversion that

will be phased in, drhing wasic rocovery

Deweloping halistic,

toward zere waste
PARMS was incarporwned in
2015, and irvolves various part-

and civersion acaoss the country.

A Ringle-PRO with Multipis

Compatitive, Sianaproized,

I'llDA‘n'; FPERHUANY 38,20,

WWWINOQUIRER

Actu'rA'r! mmmnum,\,muc TURE

nalcntosunon
PRODUCTS

MmA-col.oNb-nw
g '. e =Y
et “/‘ 7 %

MY EVILIPLAYERS

The FEO o1 scheme ownes

AT

KLY

wers from maltiple sectors and
Industries, Inctuded FMOGs,
wechpolegy, academe and civil
suciety.

I Jatuary 2020, before the
COVID-e pandemic hir the
cauntry, PARMS Lrought in-
dustry slaketioides ogethier
to deciare their united com-
mitment  toward cresting a2
revo waste road map. The road
ap, now known as ZWTN Am-
blayon 1230, was complersd
and Lauociwd this aces.

Thiw hast pluase involves de
signing far sircolariry. in which
the priocity is for producers to
Halt W oore voyclabile and
propecly  labelled packaging.
and for alternative delivery
systems t be developed In
whlch waste can be reduced

The secomwd phase focuses
an fAnancing recovery and di-
verskon, This focuses on
Creating a cr scheme EPR or
extended producey veaponsilil -
My—Lal 3 & pulxy appyuah

producers are given re-
yponsihility for rreatment and

e of thelr paste

plastic pactagng waste. The
alm of having an EPR is to en-
coarage hetrer product design
that beuslits the eaviconment,
And at the xame time. provide
support for on-ground recov-
ery mudels public recycling,
and  masteninis  management.
Thix aba [nvolves LGUs snd
wonirnercial establsamencs

The last phase ot the 030
road map Is to facilitate these
Investients into recycling aond
waate processing infrantructure
through policies that promote
a markes-based, Inclusive and
competitive andscape across
players in the waste seCtor.

FOURRCER 71 Lomren 4000 0| $OS LV MG AARD W8 1888 MNT Aavaan (T

Representatives from PARPAS, Dartnes FIMIC .G comeanies and

governmen: agancias finslized tha Zero Wansta to Naturs:
Armbisyan 2030 rosd map on Jan, 26 and 31, 2020, at the Las
Fifas-Parafaque Wetland Park.

Te ¢come up with i zero
worste rowcd map amd strategy,
PARMS examimved Uwe cuciwat
lardscape. They looked st and
categorized the diverse pack-
aging materials currenmtly  In
U, The categories wert made
based an the recycling and
waste technologies rhar emn
be used to abeorh the waxte.
PARMS defined a total of nine
carrgnties — v af which were
cangidered fAexible packnging
wihile three wore defined as rig
W peckaging.

Another important elameny
considered was the quantiry he
ing produced tog each packagiog
category. along with how muach
cond of N waste b generated
PARMSE' anadysis showed thae
603000 EWliic tonis of plastic
poackaging waste was gencraced
in 203 Around half of which
152 percent] were recyclable
riged plastic, while 28 percent
were high diversion valoe flex.
inie piasric, and 70 PETCANT Jow
ivwrn i vabos Nuxilde ploaic

‘The hiral consderation was
the baseline recovery and dis
version rees of sach plastic
calegoty.

The proposed ZWTN 104d
map alss nrex henefity noe just
o natiee, bat m people and
fndustry e well. According o
PARMS. this prograr will cre-
[AC 4,000 new green jobs. An
estimated P35 1-billion  inf
structure  Investment in new
recycling and waste diversion
facilities is 2350 expected. while
EPR fees 15 suppoet waste re-
covery are seen O generste
aound Psa2 billan additional

income annually for the Infor-
sual waste sector.

How we can all participate

The Project Reboused pan:
elsts all emphasized e un-
portance of a holistic approach
to salving the country’s plasiic
waste problem. From big cor-
poredons wadiag the charge
and smalier enterprises follow-
lng by exnruple and adopring
new technalogy, ta legiskation
laying dawn policy grouadwork
And Incentivizing recycliag and
paskaging innawarions o enrer
the country, to sxweution from
e natiosst down W ool and
community levels. each sector
can be sesn to have 3 wake In
the coad o 2e(0,

For Lopea, the best way
70 MOotivate more cengamers
and businesses o parlicipate
in road to zZero nltauves s to
osake it economically reward-
ing for ail participants across
the value chain,

Lo, meanwhile  strexxmnd
that thiz is not just the effort of
the corporaticns or policymak-
ers, mor the public alone. “Indl
widually, we might not be abls
w afford i but colluctively we
<an find the resources o pull it
thecagh,™ Tae said,

“The opporiunity s there
tor inclasive growth amcag all
secters . (s noces simple na e
Inaks. but it = doadle. Wirh the
commitment of the Inductries,
we belicve we would be able
Lo corne up with a solution. Bug
ey i3 eonaumer dlacipline and
pardcipadion and collabormdon
ol all sakeholders across the

value chain ta achimve our
goal of zero waste 1o nature®
Lao sant

Vitlar, meanwhile stressed
the rale of awareness as a fire)
Mep W geitiag Toxe lel\
involved, rwested sl recep-
ther tn sustalnabllicy and 2e0t

waste #fforos.

"Fust and foremost there Is
& neod for avwnreoess, Mot all the
soluttosms aie expeies . There
are ways o do |1 that a2e not ex-
penalve, Dul we necd o stact the
awarepsss caily, | belleve chac
we need 10 reach people abmir
st adrataliog and (e it ive of-

TeUls LI 2es o wastie 0w T aius sl
Just when they' re doing business,
but evenn when thew e poung
We nead o tedch thess Kinds of
Practices or Lnstitu Lanaliae them
within our curciounm, or wichin
A comaTTir A ey 50 st kids wt
a young ag= will beounne Jwane.
and x¢ they grow up 1@ will be.
come part of their Ulesryle,” V-
Iar sald.

Pragsaiie by tw AU, xlee
added. will further ancourage
the practice LG e o provide
faciMeies and programe throogh
which coansumers acd sonelt
O wOtRIPiisEs Cal CvpIOQUDE
ar recyrie thelr procdusets (o
Lan Pifian Ciy af which Villae
u the distoicl representative

for example. plastics collected
through the ir marerial manage-
ment faclities are tuTned Inte
school ohairs

"It really requlise creativity

on the part of cverpons 1o cres
e anstalnainle prodoers and
10 take pars i pustal nobile gro
prams.” Villar skl ~rmv
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AND PLANET, M0N0E !

USSH

CHAMPIONS FOOD SECURITY

f you have an enduring jove
for anncks ke Mande Spectal
Mamon, Brcadsrix and Egz
nog you ey have aoticed
the recent changes to their
Packaging when you went out
t huy frech szocks. Thase re
v repeesent ler cooes than
a branding revoiution and n
tact, refiect Mcende Nissin's
paisiopare commitment 2 Ity
suarainabiliry goals

Acknowledging the grow-
ing awaeness of environceen-
tal degradation ansd contine
yously working sustalnable
Nissin signed the Ambisyon
3030 apresment. With that,
ir gignified it tireloss com-
micment to contribate sale-
ooy tu the widespread waste
management problem in the
natkon, all in the name af the
well -being of bath pecple and
the placec

Those packaging admst-
maents on icondc products ke
Meonds Special Mamon, Ercad
adix and Eggnog Jid st duenge
a thing about Wwelr clvetieind
flavars bot reduced pnneces-
sary plastic trays and opimilzed
the slae amd thickness of dhe
Plastic vswd.

That  scormplishmant s
oaly one of many that the com-
pany fulfilled In a past year
thet @ dewcadiex]l as "a vewy
remnackable wear for making
eco-efficlency posmible” Be-
sidmy Immense savingy In plas-
tic, Mande Wissinaiso gat (1) up
(0 gy-percent recyclable pack-
Rang material wolume across
majarity of 13 partfalis, (2) &
20-percent reductian (n waste
dispated 1o landfdls compared
to the previous year, and (3}
made srides wo iower gredn-
T s (OHD) cnmixvdar wnd
transithon w0 & low-wmlun val-
uschain.

[ts Quora product ine alsc
conrrihated o arradn suarRin-
ability goale. Arx a meat aloer-
mauve, It works into o susiain-
able nutriticn framewcork and,

©on alarger scale, contribuses 1o
lower carbon and GEG emis
slons. In 2019, Quorn sbained
a Carbon Trust accreditation
and I now the frat global
ment alternatives company 1o
have the carbon footprint of
products acceadited by a thicd
pasty.

As Monde Nissia partakes
in IWTN 2030, consumers

“and phssrvers can be sare that

goals in sustuimabiliy will ot
De unique to 2o02i and will 1n
fact endure. The company is
gunnieg for a shift w wo per

3 50-parcent reduction in GHG
Intensity of manufacturing op-
eratinns by 2025 as it opts for
renewalile encigy sudcees, 1o

duces Uie use of paln vl aad
achieves 2 ZWTA scenario in its
plancs by 2030,

Monde Nissin's  susain
Ability stratwgiese and argets
alao go beyond waste manage-
ment and reduced emissions.
For instance, Quorn 15 just one
al many products marking the
Lempay's pivot (o a lwaltde
8nd better portfallo by 20%0.
Within the same “meline, k
also hopes  empower smalk
scale distribution partaers wich
livelinocd opportunities and fi-
nancisl credin; smploy 8 diverss
worckforce enjoying full and
Fadr conditioas; and ensure thuat
sustaiaability Is part of orpo-
eate life and culture.

The company wants 1o par-
tcipate in the advocacy for food
wecuriny, working toweod Lettee
food  accesslbility, waclusivity
and cellective penonaiong with
eco-efficiency It comtdnuously
enhances its products, educates
consumers, and pattoners with
other stakelold ers intending to
wildreas both food security snd
ualnutcition

Moede Nissin is building
& future of foad with planet
health and  raste oncampro-
mived using the ame Innova-
tion and paszioa that has driv-
en the company 1or decades.

‘. first

BATE-PALI

(JLIVE S EGO-FRIENDLY PRODUGTS AND PARTNERSHIPS

SYMBOLIZE PASSION FOR A FUTURE TO SMILE ABOUT

au  Iousl already  be
fam@llar with the Colgaie
Pambae  Tocehbeusy, the
eco-friendly  1ooth-
Leush by Colgate made wlr.h

from hve years of research.
This siring of remarkable
Innovnrdans is grouncdsd ia Cal
gate-Palmplive’  suctainahility
and socal impac: nusshon, a

hulmm and ¢
hancher, and p.dud \-lu re-
crclable cardboard This venily
wmands aut on the grocery store
tacks beCaon of I wngue wuke.
That Is jusc one of many
raamples  praving thar Col-
gerte Badolive Philipaines
[CPPI) s ant new—and s res-
plgte=Inreimagining Its prod-
wets for @ mere sustalnable,
more rexpansinde futare. Axide
fram the wwothboush, CPPI alvy
boasts of sachets of Palmolive
Shampoc and Falmolive Soap,
which have now transivionsd 1o
rrcyche rely monormateriale
For the Falmallve Soap that
comes in a baox, mueanwhile.
he packaging 9 made up of
gn-percent recyclad  paper,
nonlaminaced so that the ma-
teclal cowid more convenkently
e reprocessed later. Lest we
fargee, CPPT revealed In sar-
Yy 2011 the Rrst-ever recwcls-
bic tube In s partfclio with
e launch of Cogate Natu
rals Toothpaste. The featured
pockaging material resulred

WITH ™

ollaboration works won-

ders. That &5 what the

PT Mayora Indah Group

(Mayora Group) has prov-
er In partnering with some
WaSTe MARIRCIMCNE COmpanies
to bularer the countey’s offoits
in mwlaging s plastic wasle
and delivéring impactiul solu-
dans o seciery

Centered on proper plas
tic waste colection, proceis.
ing and recycling. e Mayora
Group entared joint andeavors
with Plastle Credit Exchange
(PCX) and Green Ante (hat it
doduied o Meuo Manida -
teractive avenuss umproving
garbage colecdon systems
and nlassse r:.“:ﬂra projesss
Now, thie prejecis are Lot
g suri-surd 2lvve vwoess aoul
commuters io the capatal

The Mayora Croup part
sered with Green Ante, a bead
g grwens techoology cumips
oy, to shred plastic waste and
upcycle them {nw bollards ths
couid kelp manage dhe Bow of
pedestricos in Pasay Ciy,

The paconeshiy produced
Son laminated bolards from
shredded plasdc. These weze
lacer donared o the Clty of Fa.
sy Uuough Uw mariagesoen

F. (0 Use wo-percent
., rousable or com
postiabile  peckagring wciams all
the cumpany’s product calegc-
tles by 2025, among othwr goals
Globaliy, worsdng with chix idenl
I mind, Colgate Palmolive now
Boe 38 (ruw xoro-wiaste-cwr Ll
facilstes i 1l CounLt ies,

The sustainability and so-
.cial Impacx misslon emanartes
from Culgaie Palaulive's care
beliel that everyone deserves
a fatare to smile about—a fu-
wure in which che brand uses its
being “in mare hames than any
other™ Tor positive lmpact Tike
impraving people's well-Detng.
heiping mil}lons of homes with
more sustainable products and
healthlor habirs, and presery
ing the ervironsvent with oli-
mate action and decreased an-

vironmental fcotprint

The innavariens of CPP7
haw how the company®s ool
presence shares 1 the global
agenda, and low it is groand-
¢d in the realitier of & countey
facing the pegative impacrs af

PT MAYOIRA'S

of the Light Rafl Tramix, Line &

Once dovarde!  auderialn ow
now fictures thal guide com-
mnu and bicycle riders as
they waverse roads surround.
Ing the Improved traln starions,
protecsiay (hem from poteatial-
by lle-thrententng scrds,
With its other partner, PUX.
e Mayora Croup support-
ol the Aling Tindars peagram
In this portmership, the wo

11 GENERATES POWER FROM SOLAR ENERGY IN CLIMATE-FRIENDLY EFFORTS

¢ the compamy marches
inta the future wirh greas-
or concern for susiain-
abdiey, Univeraal Robina
Caorp. (URC) has hegun m adope
greenes  techmologles.  Fore
most among ks nithalives i
the introduction of solar pansls
acroks 8 Industrial locatioos
Pucw wnd abrosd
A proud evemplar of URCs

syseems. If you head over 1o the
ooRpany’s compound in Samus
Sukhon province, soathwest of
tangkok. you will find the roofs
of the six factortes and four
ware hwises ravered with salar
puncls

That hardware harnessing
wwergy from the sun can geo-
wrate approxtmately & mega
watix of (lean power, decieas-

energatic push b ity Thailand
subsidiary, a reciplent of 3Rs,
3Rs: and Zero Wame Achleve
awud Awards cecogoizing it
efflcunl  waste  Danagement

ing the URC Thailand
needs (2 spurce from che local
nower grid. v aleo ensures thar
the company Jexsens ity depen-
dence on lassl ueis

URC Thailand general man-
Ager Tanant Suwanraks noted
thac URC Thalland has lined up
more prajects devetalled with
the comBpany's 2cal 1o help wic-
igare the devaitating mmpacts
of climate chaage. “We will uoc
Stop with the ssiar paneis. We
beliewe thar the main core for
businesses ™ carry on s 1o he
respaint ible o the people, com:
munity, society, environsent
and our planet.”

URC Thailand began put-
tng solar papels on lts fackli-
ves In Senremder ama under

its “URGreen with Thailand's
Solas Pangl Rooftop™ projet
This switch to more eco-friend-
Iy optiony by happening al! over
tlre Southeast Asian reglon for
URC.

In the Philippines, e com-
pany has partnered with ce-
ment plants in &ffcrma 1o con-
vert waste into refuse-derived
Fued URC has also boen tnswll-
ing sodar parmls et ity manofac-
luring facilittes. It can harness
up o 1 MW at its placnt
in Canlubarg. Laguns. poee
wnd some 21 kilowstrs I3-4

the doace crisis and & buge
wasteproblem Norhing drives
that point home mor= than C9
Pl's decision to participate ln
AMbisyon 293¢,

Boyend investing in prod-
et development, CPP1 also tm-
plemenas pragrama focnsed on
pertnerahipo with athier sl
Twtdes and the empowerigiemt
of conmunides Par sxample,
11 lannched s Plaste Wasee
Colieaton program, with a wi
s (ecoveling plastic wasie
egabvalant t3 the amount It
puts ato the markes. CPPI even
rumbished In five SM Malis
trop-offl points where peaple
could deave Lweir plastic waste
wih an asscrance that these
weould be dispesed in envicon-
aenenily soand ways

enllsred the help of women
sart sari sote owners In the
colbection of trash fram rhelr
localities, The retrieved waste
would then he placed In refus-
bished container wans, which
act an habs and storage wnits.
For tyelr work, the participanes
were comperraated with cash.
The initiniivee gave resi-
[dents of Brgy, bAl Rsuict 5
[Pt Acea, o the City of Ma
s, access to an Income-grn-
efating  waste  management
systerm, This alen mmpowered
local  sarisarl  Btore  OWR-
ers econwalealty, and built 8
strong netwark of sustainabll
iy-focused wormen esiepre
nedrs and community leadees,
Since i1x salablishment I
otg, PCX has diverted abouc
xy million kilageams of plaacic
waste frem the occans through
extersivy  partesships  with
Inscirutions b Uwe private and
ililic sectocs, With Aling Tin
dets, the Mayora Group wmd
2CX prnvided profound growid
10 the beneBciarins, thelr famis
dos and thelr cunumusiiies,
Grema Aotz |s no bewdis
In the busnesa of sustainabili-
ty, 1o, With over 30 Ero Hubs
for plasdc recwling  across

RECYCLABLE
TUBE

In 20X thve compairy colbao-
orared with Green Anty 1o turm
tons of plasnc waste o eco
bricks thal would ate baild
20 wasead-binul saativns
In schieals and muwnad palitass
all ower Byl k. Flastc
Credic Byehe has 2
partm? the Aliag Tiodea pra-
QrAlL & wWaste-lo-cauh woleciion
scheme tha! sagages and exy
powers sarl s
throagh Incenniw

sustainahle 'xr'm ;‘-‘r

The company has dardon
cammiunents o Ond aker
circular soluthusx 1w

wre where cheide-

Alg af ZWEN

GAPITAL'S ‘SARI-SARI STORE OWNERS, CYGLISTS WINBIG

30 atear g‘]m

* SUSTAINABLE POLIGIES

the country, Daesu
ides Inpovative polusians o
tramfomn plastic warte Inte

eco-triendly buiking marerials

ALtz pres

Wit naeet the st po b lity de-
mands af (e o

and e s oiies

try. JE s Eean ine

undertakir g with
”wemv ke A

Ayaln Malls and Shell Founda-
daon 10 ¥y lg plastic waste

and contribute 1 e¢o friendly
aod sociemaliy bowlicial ine
terventions - sach as housing
yolotiomm — viwui places
Both prujects were  inge-
nioady des w 2541688 The
waste ’t\”; and lmgprove -
clety In ve wys With the
hein MK\( an l~ sreen AN, the

Muyars CGroup equipped com-
e ol (1) Sy Ll EsourTe
not caly 1o promoes susinabil-
ey, brur aisa tn rrwats Dvslihood
eppormaninies and gy «le 10Cal
road wafely proioics

At the snd of the day, the
Mayora Lircup, throngh s cok-
labomrive  e=ffcrs ovand sus-

minabliity, feilinated the oco-
namic recovery uf Fillpines from
the pandeswic

and. In the long
e -~

o, Bapawe
pire for s higher g
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make positive,

green impact

Ui GENERATES POWER FROM SOLAR
ENERGY IN CLIMATE-FRIENDLY EFFORTS

FROM 823

or ks Viesoy facdity in San
Fernando, Pampanga. As one
of the largest food and bever-
age manufacturing compardes
n the Philipgices, it sustain
abilicy commiunenti=—in-
cluding irs signing of the
TWTH 2030 —cun Impact var-
ous ncustoies,

The company’s Vietmam
satmidiary bas am ongoing
nsmdlatdon of a 3MW so-
lar rcaftop system In its cat-
for plant boeaoed in Vietmam
Siagapote Industrial Park In
Eloh Ducng province. The
salar paneis will caver 13 sna
agquace eters of rool aren,
which can potenically supply
7 percent of the acreal coa-
sungtioa of the planc wlull-
providiog thermal

susrainabliity Inidarives an-
carmpassiog greales consump
ton of renewalle energy, te-
ductior of water and anergy
usage, and recycling activie
Vs, woeng others. Phos fur
other factories in Vietnam are
In the works,

URC chael smstainauility
officer David Lim sakl that
rha projecrs acrois the reghon,
whrre the company's pres-
ence has been increasing. are
aechored inons of URC's core
strategies: bullding a people
and pianet-friendly culture.

"We alm joc a low-carbon
eeonomy hy aprimizing che
use the of renewable ensrgy,”
hve sald, "URC s geacing to-
ward net 2ero by 2050,

URC takes a more holis-
tic view of lxs sustainatill-
ty roadmap. Aslde from che
efficient wie ol rescurces
and in renew-

thar could redure TeMpera-
tuces Ly arvaosd 4 104 degoees

The Birh Duang preject
iz just one of VRC V‘leuum ]

ahle eneegy, The rompany ks
ales addeessing ity packag-
ing foatpriat through wsing
and developing recycle-reacy
materials

£/ BUILDS ON STRONG TRACK
RECORD, INTEGRATES SUSTAINABILITY
INALL OF ITS OPERATIONS

roceer & Gamble [PAG)
i focumed o inde
grating  rustainabili-
T measures across s
operatioay as it embarks sa
Ambition 3030, bulldirg on
an aready srong trock
renard Ia green nova-
tans.
A3 the company

¥ F
comsumpticn, It plans
19 erafr suzainable and
moandngfol  inlcrventions
o fuue specific ateas of
aperationse: (1| hrand Inno-
wvetioos, (2) aupply <hain
YEerativns, (3) societal part-
neeships anad (4) employee
smpawerment

Consumners way alrexdy
have encountered some of
P&GC's Inncvatlons  while
shopping for groceries and
ciher essencials. It eliminac-
ed virgin plasde overwrap
2u Safeguacrd multipacks,
thus avolding 8,500 kilome-
rers of povemiial singls use
plastic wasle jyearly (the
lenpeh transiaces to walking
niong rhw Baracay shereline
Loow (iues), Por the Herbal
L3sences bicizenaw ollec-
than, the bottdex now e
pestionsuines resia or recy-
cied plastic matenial, fucther
redacing use of virgin plas-
e,

A partnership making
waves among communives (3
PAC amd Workd Visdons *Pag-
Asa aa Basura.” The Widative
recavered 3.3 million pieces
of plastic wwchets wod hun-
Ueeds Of Whkusancs of phastic
hotdes. These were upeycled
Lt aver 3000 pablie school
s compleie with sale-
ty dividers, which were then
donated o wvarious parmer
schools,

PRG  alss  empowered
s 2.000-ples emplayees ta
beiome advocates of sus-
ralnahtliny In 1he workplace,
The compeny has consis-
tenely promoted a eultore
ot sastalnadility In every.
day Dusiness by ensuring
that sustainable innovations
come first, backed by strong
leadership and tone fram
the op.

Al these stwpe baild oo
PRG's eartier achisvemante
in the sliminariaon of wasre
The company ensures that
sustainability & hasdwired
into Iex husiness straregy
sosl nol seen ds separate
waork

The company currents
ly purchasez 100-perTcent
renewable electricity. ens
abling i1 to reduce its graen-
house gax rmbssiony by 8o
percent. Worldwide, sweo
percant of its plants are cor-
tifled “Zero Manufacturing
Wasste to Landlll,” including
the P&G Cabuyao manutacs
tarlng planc in Laguna, This
stamp means that a plant re
covers. reuses and fecycles
wastewater and solid waste
genecated foowmn operatisos.
Furthermors, all the plastic
waste undergoet exrrision
far recyding while Licde.
REACaADle WASES ale Coile
posted and used as fectilizs
ers.

By 2030, PAG's glebal op-
erations alm to make 100 per
cent of packaging recyclable
of reusable and o Cut the use
of wirgin pastic in its packag-
ing by go percent.

owes
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WITH UPGYGLED OUTDOOR FURNITURE, MONDELEZ 1N TERNATY
mwsmunrnmmmnmm

f you happen o wisle
Parafagae City. be ocn the
lookout  tor plastic  plenkc
benches, bike racks, wasoe
cubes and dinkng acis on some
of  Wieis Conunuty  spases.
Those were ance plastic waste,
which could have cnded up
(n landills and waterways.

Mondeldz Internartonal,
aerve better purposcs.
“We IeCogmize the
esponsiiiry thar earh are of
s s e ensuring plastie waste
does a0t end up o nstuie” sald
Atty. Joseph Psbul. corposate

providing lvelihood 2 colle--
TOrs and proCessurs
< "lo 3019, we started our
foumey [of leaming] how we
can support waste collection,
laundiog a project W collect
JUEt Laoo kilay of Waste
[together] wich the Plastic Pha-
mingo the following y=ar. ly
2021, we have expanded this to
432,000 kilos .| Fnbclmnlled.
Opening  the project o
like-cuinded arganizadons last
war, Mondeldz Ineerrarioral
ended up collecting wnd di

verting plastic waste weighi
r2.a%s kilograms, as heavy as

snd povwenmant sffaiee ¢ Yy
wiasager for Mundebes inley na-
tonal in the Philippines. “kor
consumers, itcowdbe buylng In
bulk sather than in soaall pleces
i thwew Cam attord Bt, and

sure o dizpose of thalt wasee
proprrly. Por rompenies ke
Gurs I meeans bedng rmindful af
our packaging aes and support-
ing the collection of whar we
puc ous in the marker”

Takiog this! role serious-
ly, Mondeise | Intecnarions)
worked wita The Plastic Fla-
ningc, a sacial u\mmh :hu

1 ara ™ma
waste (0ro conatruction ssale-
rials like eco-lumber, thus also

RE aur il Pacr af tha
Isaul went to The Plastic Pla-
mingo, which turned tasm into
outdnor furnlwre.

The finislwed products were
donated te thwe govetnment of
Parafaque. Mondeléz Interma-
tional’s home ciry, Inac Nowv, 23

Tiwe projest was tunded by
the company’s giodal Sastaime-
able Fureres plarform, which
Incubates, finances and bulids
inltiatives creating a positive
impact on people and the plan
el Such a campalgn & suce
2 exist for more -l
perhaps with a scaled up ver.
siot——thanks to Mondelés lo-
national’s couvmiunent w

Ambisyon 2030,
Demonstrating  the com-
PAnYs p I plans o

surpass 113 2021 yheld thia year
The ’uuiul- fw ml)uy-d bf
va

cons dered “an indicarion er
possibilides abound for recy-
cled plastic. The Flastic Fla-
reingo's model highl ghts how
plasde ran he rewsed and re-

rpesed

Mundelez Infertstional is
a1l80 expressing its participa-
doan tn ZWTN 2030 In seversl
othier ways. 8y 230, the cum-
odny plans to collect and di-
vert piastc wasce =qual © the
AMOUNT it vsed in (5 pachog
g Tt bs also working 1o Mt
global zeals, aech as redins-
ing the arcuat of« packaging
used; making 100 percent of ity

packaging recyele ready and
labeled with recycling infas
MAGON; Al deursaskiuy Uy a5

peréenc irs wve of vicgln piastic

igh glog, we geting a
Sepwrcent 1 AOve I virgin
plaaris in ity overall puckagng.

v Invvermaional Is a
company long dedicared (o ua-
tamabllity, The PLkippioe office
B one with 19 paranr coppeny
0 enisuring 1ot coro greer houss
as In tie ent
y 1020

The compary moss recently
pledged suppors for the iren
late Gapital Oxgan Fund as a
Hmived partner. The fund wup-
parts sealable Lusioess aola-
tons, thetely hadplng deveioy
Infeastroctiare o siste nable
mamage plastic wasts in Indix
susd Southyews. Al

UMILEVER TO DELIVER PACKAGING COMMITMENTS, GOLLEGTION TARGETS
BY 2025 THRU GLOBAL STHATEHES. ummnuwu Sﬂl.lll'lllS

lastic is a valuable materis

al. Tt Is cruciad foc the safe

and sfMcient dlsrrihurion ef

produc iy, and it b a low-
or carbon footprint than many
alternatives The prablem is, far
two nuch of ltends up (o the en-
virenens o fack, it's predicted
that the piastc pallution crisly
will surge Setweon now and
2040 with twice as much virgin
FIRSC COeNTNG v [OUr mes
more ending up im the ocean.
We cannot let that happen.

Bac baoning plaste alto-
getliex Ba'c the anwwer, The
sclution lies in redecing the
use of virgin plasris (er making
wy little as peonibile in the firse
phacu) whikle beepiing all plasuc
produced in a circvlar economy
{reeating it s o resource rather
than wasteh

Undlever Phalgppmes has
been working @ reduce plasde
puliution (hough global gowts
launched in 2017 and 2039 fo-
cuaed on reducing virgin piasre
and replodieg this with recy-
clec mareriak adopuing recyclss
hie, reusanls and rempoosable
pocraging: smd coldincting mare
plastic than they sefl. These
Roals should have dready been

Cnved Dy 2038,
Predaring all mese eom.

mitnrents I (e  dompany
long-standing Misla  Walas-
tik plawihe rofllecdon program,
which began g 2012 and Is sdbl
goirg streng amid chaliseges
froan the pandemic.

The Misks Walastik program
rans on a “Nolek Kilo, Xua*
framewozle Here, participeting
households collecr plasris waste
like pouchies. Dags, wraps and
shchets then segregace them.
rewily for plckup by roving eco-
arces, colluguiakly knowmn as the
magkokarton. Flastic waste is
muched with ol incentves
Uy the kidogram. The wasts s
then sold to junkshops.

While che program had to
tuke @ pase in the eacly Jock:
downi. Unilerer swiltly came

sraall neuhbomoa
Lanks and collecinrs an.d e
ating pop-up punksbops Lo S
ferentareas within the commu-
nicy. This straregy 'essened the
tlak of COVID.g transmibsion
and made the progren e
acressible 10 houseloids while
wnlancing the livelihood of
thase i the waste collection
Buatiness

Misls Walastk has new

), OC0 L
lens Indlvichuals relying an the
iuformal waste sectes Unllever
has 5o far collecied veer atou
merric tons of Nexible plastic
wxle thrat aew mechanically re-
cytled or coprocessed.

The prograre’s smplaies on
proper incentvizarion far waste

TGP

collection
by constoten: commus
ucation support, SILpOWering
communides and local goveen-
Nty awerpera, Judabop re-
cyclers and connnunity leaders

with kmowledgr and sriils for

- greener sidoodes sod beluodoes,

Aside from the plastic re
covery progrim, Uniever also
Increased in vse ol recycled

B e

' products Gy Duve. B

2u.

mex, Comfery, Suz Lave
Beauly wndl K“ e ot Sard
oW use wo-percenl recy
sled bottles. Under the Selecta
brand, the fewbic paciaging
is already o rCeny  rery-
Cle-ready. Work s e way
for other brands

Umleves s jewsrwy toownrd

sustainabiv pockagiog iy gubded
by s "Less- et
approach, “Lew ¢
sutting Dack or
“Better plasth: " s about oaking
products recyelabile ard glim-
inating problemaic materiale
Fmally, "po plastic”  eotails
looking for altermative mate-
rialy micch ax aluminam, glass,
paper and bourd acd removing
plastic where 0 1s Lunece iy,

NESTLE PHILIPPINES LEADS WITH GROUNDBREAKING

¢ the workd's argest foud

and beverage company,

Nestlé Is commited 10

taking a teadesship rode in
tackling the complex and ur-
gent problem of plostic waare

Glcbakly, the company sims
0 make Ics packaging. iachud-
ing plastics, 10D ZeTeont re-
cyclable o« tedsalle by o2
Neatié iz taking a holistic ap-
rronch to nddress dastic waste,
Es ks & ves
acToss threes focus wreas: (1) de
weloping the packsicg for Uwm
future, through pckaging and
delivery Wnovatos sl plaoaic
reduction: (3} halpng to shape
a wase free fatiee through
irrciessed <ollectiva and re
cyeling: and [4) iving new
bebuviors and” wederstanding
Uuough svlid wate manage-
ment edieation

Nextlé Phillpphss, as cne
S0 e wounly's L@ st mov-
Ing corsume: poads (FMES)
corparations, has introduced
rroundbreaking  kitlatives to
addrras plasrie wasre  In its
ot siyoilcant ]

INITIATIVES TO TACKLE PLASTIC WASTE

whlog & the coontry’s ficss
and oy multihadonal FMCG
™ Ao an

Thix means that the compa-
uy i tecovesing the equivalenr
amcunt of plastc packaging
that it puts our In the marker,
‘With suppurt from {23 parrners,
it was able t0 collct oves 38
mililon ¥los of plastic waste
from Augnst 2020 to December
928,

Saluting the furm, Comuamis-
sianer Crisplan Lao of the Na-
tional Solld Waste Maragemenr
Commissian  NSWMC)  and
founding president ef PARMS
&idi “Mestif lus wlways besn
at the forelront of wrporame
sewardabip and exemnplifes
whit i cespmmilile hrand needs
o be. IC ik always a pleasure
and an haner to bé part of you:
journwy = your privace secter
repredeniaave 1o the NSWMC
and with your suppotl as past
of the inception team that led
1o the farmaticn of, and wixh
vour continuing acrive parrici-
pation, FPARMS" 'mv Wuu w

milestone o dale the compa-
ny has slzeacdy atheved plastic
neutraliky as of, Agast 2030,

Narture: isy

' goats.
In am7, along M!h our parts
nmin, wr disruesed the

you have achieved this, well
awead of your global and local
comVnitE s,

Other sccomplishowents of
Hegtié Philippines undee che
tharee focus areas dichuocle

1PPimes I8 Constanlly search-
ing for aloesnative terial

postocnxsmne wachels
o @ Caitons and otteer
soft plasticx, i Jactoes
with Valenmuela Ciry ‘m’
progect succesalully |-| -
tangidle value o sull plastic
waste, which suwsvioush had
e Wortly
* The country's Orst colid
WAaASte mansgrmen! oducks

used

Lo make i packaging more
sustainable. An equally bm
portast milestone is it full
tranddan 1 wsing  paper
atrawsin its locully mamufacs
uied resdy-lo-drink prod.
acts:

preject. L ]u- 2013, Nesdlé

<f plastics neutzality. Asd nowe

d May Bakk!
“a Plast’td, which recovered

tlon dides rolled oot In
over 30,000 pulillc schools
matlorrwide nformus oo, ed-
ucation and communilcation
On SOl Wasin management

are impoiian n schieving
the poal af 4 waste-lees fu-
wore, Restld Philippined de-
veloped thwas cowwd ules Toc bty

Nestld Walliiess Cannpuis pro-
Zram, The modules ace used
by some 12 milllon Grades 3
o v students

N s
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Philippine
e rescued

The eagle underwent an immediate surgical operation on its injured right wlng smce

the bacterial infection was already spreading beyond its injured body parts

BY NONOY E. LACSON

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A wounded female Philippine
eagle (Pithecophagn Jefferyi) needing mumediate
surgery was rescued by a resident of Marogong
inLamodelSmandwastumed over to proper
authorities.

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) environment officer Benjamin
Alangca said that the resident — identified as Hadji
Solaiman Olama — found the injured eagle a the
forested areas of Marogong on 9 February.

Olama immediately informed the office of the
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources about
his discovery for the protection and safety of the eagle.

After the turnover, the eagle underwent an
immediate surgical operation on its injured right wing
sinee the bacterial infection was already spreading
beyond its injured body parts.

Pr. Anita Chua, a veterinarian gpecialist of the

Regional Wildlife Rescne Center of Zamboanga del
Sur Province, Community Environment and Natural
Resources Office conservation and development
section and Department of Environment and Natural
Resources-B technical personnel, treated the wound.

Chua said the Philippine Eagle has a wingspan of
81 centimeters and a weight of 5 kilograms.

After administering medical aid, the eagle was
immediately turned over to the Philippine Eagle
Foundation in Davao City to perform additional
medical procedures,

“It was the first time that we found and rescued
an injured Philippine Eagle and it signifies that
the BARMM have a vast environment and natural
resources,” Alangea said.

Meantime, Ecosystems, Research and Development
Services Director of Biodiversity Mohamad Ali
Dimaren said that the incident proves that there is the
presence of the Philippine Eagle in the Bangsamoro
region.
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Subsidies are slowly
! ofj- 14 d . - . ]
killing biodiversity
RECENT study by a group of subsidies experts reinforces
A;on(ems that financing projects that are meant 1o sustain
mdnemty are doing more harm than good.

According to the study, at least $1.8 trillion is spent every year
on subsidies (hat subvert their intended goals. Tax breaks for beef
production in the Amazon and financial aid forunproductive ir-
rigation in the. Middla' East are among the most glaring examples
the study cited.

‘A United Nations. repon lmtywaho found that almost 90
percent of subsidies to farmers every year damage peopleshealﬂu
fuel climate crisis, destroy nature and drive inequality by exclud-
ing small farmers.

The fossil fuel industry, however, is the biggest culprit with
counterproductive subsidies totaling $620 billion. The agricul-
tural sector is not too far behind with $520 billion, with water
accounting for $320 billion and forestry, $155 billion.

The report did not include mining, long considered to be a
major contributor Lo ecosystem destruction.

Governments that parcel out subsidies without proper screen-
ing and follow-up strategy share the blame, the study noted. |
, busineaqes that benefit from subsidies are guilty as well
anline article in The Guardian, Eva Zabey, executive duec
Business for Nature, lamented that many businesses “are
efiting from these environmentally harmful subsidies.”

“Typically, the subsidies were established with good intentions
in mind. We need 10 level the playing field because right now,
some are benefiting from a headsmnuhmnshouldbettworher
way round. It's a wicked problem;” Zabey added.

Thefosmfucl industry immediately springs to mind whenever

the problem of harmful subsidies. Many govemments

are gene:ous in subsidizing the sector through tax breaks and

production credits. The Organization for Lconomic Cooperation

and ‘ t found that subsidies in the fossil fuel sector

30 percent in 2019, ‘that's not an encouraging outlook,
aa:oﬁmg t the International Monetary Fund.

Subsidies may prolect consurmers by keeping prices low, “but they
also come ata high cost,” the IMF wamed. “Subsidics are expensive for
governments — and therefore, taxpayers - to finance and can hinder
governments’ efforts to reduce budget deficits They also compete with
odurpxiomyyublicqmdmg on mads, schools and healthcare.”

The environmemtal cost is equally worrisame, Despite the fi-
nancial boost, the industry has failed dismally to reduce carbon
emissions. ‘The repart’s authors are calling on gavernments to agree
10 stop all harmful aﬁsidusbyﬁleenddthedemde.’lhmlsa
chance to make that push during the biodiversity summit in China
later this year, where companies will be asked to reveal the subsidies
they receive as part of environmental disclosure reporting.

Christiana Figueres, wha headed the UN climare conventian in
2016 that produced the Paris Agreement on capping lempetanm
rise, agreed it’s ime for drastic measures.

“Harmful subsidies must be redirected rowards pmwcungt%
climate andnam,udnerjthan financing our own e:nmctimk
Figueres said.

'temuving hauuful

Sulmdm have m

redlreded mpuxposed ordum: uwa) viith

'dnea are substantial, Butit alan n knowlk-
edges. !hal gcmng nd oftbembszdwsmll bea herculean effort.

uften Ied o wldaperpubllt pxulcsw
of public support for subsidy reform is in
nﬁdmmlhtablhtyofgovmunzms toshift
the resulting budgetary savings Lo programs that would compenate Y
the poor and middle dlass for the higher energy prices they Gce
The IMF has offered a plan for subsidy reform that includes a
comprehensive eneigy sector scheme, transparent and extensive
communication and consultation with stakeholders, and more
efficient state-owned enterprises to reduce producer subsidies.
‘All these initiatives will not prosper without political com-
mitment and strong cooperation, both of which need 1o be
nurtured vigorously. : .
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Liberal mining policies

to lure forei
back- to PHL

‘ bugé potential” Toledo said. -
. Since the government tightened

By JovarHan L. Mavuca
¥ lonlmayugn

PITH the recent policy
moves by the Duterte
- ‘administration, themin-

ing industry’s big players said the
Philippines is back on the radar of
fureign mining investors.

Chamber of Minesof the Philip-
pines chairman Michael T. Taledo
said for one, Australian investors
welcomed the recent decisions of
the Philippine governmens to ease
mining policies, raising the possi-
bility ofa renewed influxof foreign
capital in the sector.

“Recent policy moves by the Phil-
ippine government are expectad
to boost investor confidence in its
mining sector while unlocking the
country's vast mineral resourres re-
sponsiblyandequirably” Toledo said,

“Toledu is cuerently the chief
operating officer of Silangan Min-
danao Mining Co., awholly-owned
subsidiary of Philex Mining Corp.

Mining is a pillar of Australia’s
economy, Toledo noted, and indus-
try thereis showing signs of paten-
tialhoum, withinvestmentsaurging
and metal prices still soaring.

In separate statements, The
Philippines-Australia Business
Council (PABC) and Australia Phil-
ippines Business Council (APBC)
said recently that the consecutive
decisions of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR)tolittthe 4-year-cld ban on
open pit mining for the extraction
of copper, golé, silver, and complex
ores, and the removal of the mora-
torium on new mmera] agreements
between the gowrnmmt and pri-
vate tontraclors, are clpax algnala
that the Philippine mining sector

isagain open for buginess for local

and foreign direct investment. .
“Thisiagondnews for the mining
sector which haso't secu any ma-
jor investments since 2016 due to
tighter government regulation. Re-
newed investor interest in mining
could lead to fresh capital inflows
that condd unleash the industry's

mvestors

mining rules, only Philex has de-
eided to go ahead with its invest-
ment plan fo develop, beginning
thisyear, astarter mine that would
cost $224 million, The Silangan
copper-gold prospectinSurigacdel
Norte iz expected to produce gold
and copper in early 2025,

Sth-most mineralized

THE Philippines is the fifth-most
mineralized country in the world,
with the third-largest deposits of
gold, fourth for copper, and fifth
for nickel, Around ane thirdof the
country’slandareahas mineral po-

‘tential but only one-teath of that

ic covered by mining tenements.

Estimated to be worth dround
$1 trillioninvalue, these resouvces
remain underground.

“Mining is one industry rhat
truly highlights the complernen-
tarity between Australia and the
Philippines,” said APBC President
Rene Cabrera in a statement.

“The Philippines hag vast un-
tapped natura! resources; Australia
is 2 global expert in'minerals devel-
epmentand production underpinned
by respensible mining practices
soughtbythePhilippine government
and community. The potential for

rewarding opportunities has always
been thera” he added.

Philex had initially sought for-

eign invesrars to fund a grander
development of Silangan, but {ziled
totind one largelybecause ofuncer-

taintyingovernmentpoliey. Philex .

will issue stock rights, use reserve
ﬁmd,s and borrow from hanks to
fum'f the Silangan project.

lnledo said, however, that Phi-
lex isn’t closing its doors to inves-
Lors, both local and foreign, who
may wanl to infuse fresh for the
development of the Silangan proj-
ect. "It now depend¢ on valuation
andcommercial terms, compliance
with government regulations, and
the strategic valuethacthe poten-
tial investors will;Pring into the
success of Silangay” he said.
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Ph:lexMi:nmgCor;xmnot-

cwsing its doors to forei
- and local investors for its
langan Copger-cold project
in Surigao del Norte, an of-
- ficial saxd :

Ina statement yesterday,
Sﬂamg.m chief o
ﬁcerhﬁdtael'fowdsaidﬁwy

| remain open to investors who
may want to infuse fresh funds

for the development of the
g i m on valu-

ation and-commercial terms,
compliance to government
! tions, and the strategic
- va uethatﬂvepotentwlmves-

million to start the ¢
- ment of the Silangan project,

however it failed to find one

nuge becmmedﬁmu&fnmty

%?\is led the coz::vay o

an in

ment plan for the Silangan
project, where the company

wuuld gend an initial $224

'mllh‘on the devﬂoptﬂ'ent

'Ifhe szu,mlhonf\mdmg

tion of capital infusion from
Philex, equity via stock ughx_s

offer (SRO), and d!!b!.

- "tryslanddrenhasmineral .
pine. potential, but only one-tenth
ng  of that is covered by mining

.oibnmyofamwedmﬂnﬁ* pleme

- foreign capital in the sector.
“Recent policy moves by

_ the Philippine government a:
are expected o boost investor

perating of-

ng into the success

: earﬂe:s:éﬁght §750 i

- most
‘will be financed by a combina- -

hilex remains open
to investors for its
- Silangan _pro ject

; 2
“This is news for the
mlnjngsecbot,u ich hasn't
seen any major investments
since 2016 due to tighter gov-

_emment regulation. Renewed

investor interest in lmnmg

could lead to fresh capital in-

flows that could unleash the

indwstzy’ s huge potential,”
Toledo said.

ln se arate statements,
ourpines Australia
Busmess Councu (FABC)

~and Australia Philippines
' Business Council (APBC)

said the consecutive deci-
sions of the rtment of
Environment and Natural
Resourc&‘so(ul?fli,l:nk) to lift the
our-year on open pit
for theI extracnonif
v, gold, silver, and com-
-sgxpem'gs, and the removal
of the moratorium on new
mineral agreements between
the government and private
contractors were clear signals
that the Philippine mining
sector is once again open for
business for local and foreign
direct investment.
__The Philippines is the fifth
country in
theworld, with the third larg-
estdeposits of gold, fourth for
copper, and ﬁ!th for nickel.
Around one-third of the coun-

e is one industry
that uuly highlights the com-
' betw

COMP said the lifting of
the ban on open pit mining
would allow the industry to
pon-  contribute mo;v to the coun-

- try's econogmmmvery. ;
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wmm&uw ‘
turn Kaliwa Darm deal” (Feb. 3),

mmm&mﬁm arevise
There are shorl- and medum-term

sowom o WMMWW

divertng some ofmmmm
draine into lherﬂ&mm i -y
Manlk: and surounding areas. The "

mounsmnhnbm WATER umun'

sterts uni‘{ . the water ks murky, heav-
ol 10 ¢ ’\ ‘. ,ly;ﬁu. mhwsisoﬂnu .
wdytmmmﬁf - quality— MMI#M

mummmkammm dwa«mmw

Mmmmm mm mmm

ter prices can go . m«mmmminam
Two is entry of salt water during Wlu. et

the dry months when the lake water "

level is lower than sea leve| due to maﬁm

and dirty water from mwmmmm :

evaporation,

Manila Bay entars into the lake dur- * problems s large-scale dredging of
ing high tide. mktasesmesallmy ‘the lake. Make it deeper, from the cur-
level and, again, mmﬁw © rent 2.5 meters average depth to three
muwnommwmmu

cost of treatment. ot ikt

Awpegedeptn T e | St > m«mnumm«oo
i oo abecale® 18 | Househelds Require>* (by Inocen-
Ti‘mm s t”:? . cio, Padilla, and Javier, Philippine
rage vohime ’m. ’mmmsmm
mmdmﬂwmﬂﬁ’w Million, a1 273 Vh/d ' ﬁ""'%w
e T | g G average
WWM?W “ MIMM : v * Manila and Pangasinan in 1998 was.
Additions! HHs b ‘ = 660 1320 "‘”MWWMM-
with Urinterrupted water 2 (o ‘ :
mmmmmwmmm ! . . "
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" Dredge Lﬂi‘m_é‘_eﬂ__fn’ P etabole msf/i_ s SATE =
Weter e l
toilet flushing; five for laundry; four demand by half due to limitad hours of
for cmmmgwm © water supply per day — they consume
two for drinking. © only1361/h/d. The new supply from
Tochmmmuvoﬂsmu- | thelake will engble them toreach
hicles that need cleaning too, pluspets,  the 273 1/h/d. Then dredging the lake
and many residential condos and subdi- to make it deeper by 0.1 meter will
vision clubhouses have swimming poals.  benefil 660,000 houssholds; make it
It is safe to assume 3 20% increase in deeper by 0.2 meter will benefit 1.32
water demand compared o 1998 or 24 " million households (Table 1)
years sothemdemundmld
b2 65 smmmm.
mmwmww * FISHERY OR POTABLE WATER?
s per household in 2000, 4610 This seems to ba a no-brainer question
2010, 4.4in 2015, and 4.2in2020. 50 ' because potabie water is life: But indi-
(65 /) x (4.2 capitashousahold) s vidual and corporate fishermen in Lagu-
273 Whid), or 13 Lake will insist on the importance of
0.273 cubic meters/mousehold/day. ~fishing 1o people’s lives and livelihood.
Fmﬁtmmwmd - The Phifippine Statistics Author-
wmmsmm«m iy (PSA) has “\Water Accounts of the
lake's average depth of 25 metersis  Philippines” data and among the key
miade deepar by 100 centimetersor 01 concepts is water use efficiency (WUE)
meter, there will be 333,000 additional  computed as gross value added (GVA, in
Tamities that can be served with 273 1i- P Billion) over water use (in billion cubic
rwmsmumm 'mmmm
willbeserved, mmmm
way«ldoldnaauﬂs - inchuding water is 30x that of WUE of
is that many households cuttheir~ agriculture and fishery (Table 2).
r o] Qi ' . !
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By JONATHAN L. MaYuGA

¥ @jonimayuga

Sgovernmentsfromover 190

countries meet next week to

rackle plastic pollution 2
other ecological-related problem

environmental groups advocanng, i

forazerowaste and toxics-free soci-
ety.on Monday pitched the call for a

“strong” treaty thatwilladdresswhat

it describes as a “planetary plastic
pollution crisis.”

The EcoWaste Coalition, Interfac-

ing Development Interventions for
Sustainability (IDIS), and Mother
Earth Foundation (MEF) expressed
high expectations for a strong plas-

eaty when governments meet
m and in Nairabi, Kenyaforthe

sembly (UNBA—S 2).

The mesting will de
countries should start negotiating
for.a global agreement on plastic
pollution and the mandate of the
international negotiating commit-
tee (INC) to be estahlished, if ever,

;bis purpose.

“All eyes will be on UNEA-5.2 to
see how governments, including our
own, will come toan agreement ona
robustnegoriationmandate thatwill
spegd up not decelerate the required

globalaction to stem the tide of taxic

plasticpollution,” Aileen Lucero, Na-
tianal Coordinator, EcoWaste Coali-

twn said in a statement. _
kmomdstedthatgstrougm

should focus on the tull plastic life-
cycle and not be restricted to plastic
wasteormarine litter, bantoxic chem-
icaladditivesinplasticandend there-
cydingofsuchhazardous substances
in plastic, ptohﬂnt palluting waste

&dmgmmwgymamm ,

promote compulsory not voluntary
omqorporate—led interventions, hold
manufacturers and Lhum:cal

s producers [inancially responsible,
and provide financial resources for

implemnentation mdnwnmmg.
“As proposed in the draft reso-
lution submitted by the povern-
ments of Peru and Rwanda and
co-sponsored hy several member-
states,inchidingthe Philippines, the

mandate of “the INC is to dewhp
an internasional legally bmdmg

_agreement based on a

_sive approach toprevent m
. plastic. pollution in the :

ment, ind\ldmg mid'tlplasbcs,
- promoting a circular

addreﬁﬁngﬂ:efulmfe
tics from production, canaumptmn
and dcslgn to waste prevention,

'._.m ment, and treatment.”

Ve appreciate the co-sponsor:

shlp by the Philippine govemment?

nfﬁmi’em—kwandadtaft
and we expect aur country’s a
participation in the delibemtionx 9

ing the toxic threats in each stage of
the plastic lifecycle to public health
and the environment, including bio-
diversity and the climate)"he addefl.
Por her part, Sonia Mend.
chairman of MEF said the strooﬁ
txeatyshou]dalsonmtocmdawn.»
on plastie manufacturiag, “know,
ing that the unrestrained growth
in piastic production translates 0.
an upsurge in the use of fossil fuels ,
and toxic chemical additives.” &
“A globally agreed reduction tar-
get an plastit praduction is also es- .
sential in promoting eco-friendly .
alternative delivery models such as |
reuse and refill systems, ttodegnd-

able packaging, etc. toward a lruly,,.

circular and Zero Waste society,” .
Mendoza added.

Meanwhile, thegroup; urged
Department of Enyironment a:

o

Bt

Natural Resources (DE‘JR), other i

national government agencies, and,

local government units (LGUs) ta, |

carry out policies and regulations.
that will prevent and. udur.ephsti; :
polluumﬂsthe squrce: 7 |:ihel i
Specifically, ﬂ\emwﬁd
the need for Congress to pass com
pmhens!ve]agislati«mbamiugsingh:
use plastics and imposing Extended
Producer Responsibility, and for the
National Solid Waste Management
Commissiontoissue theleng-overduc
listofnon-environmentallyacceptable
product and packaging materials for
pmhibmonandp}mse-oulmline
Repuhbc Act 9003, ax ghe E
Mamgemmt A:L K

e r

[ e —
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Klimatotohanan’ asks: ‘Can

rt help save the planet?’

11 fortmghtiy webes stsernes ol non ool
caganization The Climate Reality Project
Uhilippines, titled Klimatotohaman grins
the celearation of Nelonal Ars Mond by Hos
Fraruary iy centering (s most recant enisode on
ane question: “Canart bely
prevailing climale smergency
The epizade titked *Can Art Help Save the Planet?
liney Artivists Stepping Upthe Fight Agacnst Clonate
Chanpe” gathered Fripinozclists Lo (alk

ve the plaowed Trean e

b Lok

eepeiiences Tom dadicating thelr works 10 maising
awrpeness and foewanbing the diseone se about e
climale crisis.

edmuralist ardacivist MG

action thit

For mualti-ama
sSano, artindecd hasthre CRpE iy tnspar
could chanpethe coarse of hestory. *Ard
e szl e s, “There s o ot o1
erjay now, nol just ag Filipinos, bul as homan bangs

s bunged

adonis we

because olar®

Sano's ocuvre inciudes more thun guo s
worldwide that depsct peace sndd natvre He is alsn
deeply invalved inart mavements that ulslvee art lur
thebencfic of the nelnding Dalphins
Lave Preedom” and *Climale Pilgrimage.” Thelalleri
dadicated o walking thotsands of lemnelers acpess
Asia-Pacific o wpe tncannes bwith communities
tocreate dinlogues aod gz ations.

“Ihe best rasnltzafter s e adie ol deing (hisae

U ER T

that Twonldd fioed oul Hhil sume of the young people |
peinted with purssed marine bizlogy, fine arls, e’

Safio saicl *They were able Lo Lrapslate Bl spock o
inspiration into really concrete things Ut they conld
wae as el far this fight

af T chis uasaon as wellwasdigitaeetist and
pducator Dricx Mastille Dumay, He conscers e arls
an the easient way 1o maks people understand what's
bz ppesiag in e coviconment and the woeld

Durnas talked about his winning entryin the
2oat Uncted Natons Chimate Changa Confere nes
art setilion *Digalel Aot g Chunale,” i)ed Meves
The priece fewrurees 2 baiplit ved Dackground and a
Lamed bodedeng s cigured b beelwer pils fogers, while
clutehing omits nalm a plastss fag with a sbraw. Oa e
end of the plastic. bowever isa Blae il ol fish,

“Thisiztoemphase plastie polbution inour ocean
waters " heaikd

Peanwhile, OPRM heamd Niel Calangess talked
about the abality of mausic 1o promese awarcne ss on
kev socialal ieses siuch ag haman rig

<andthe
envirmmen | His hitsong "Kanlumgan * B esample,
sagnanily narrates the decline of the sesironment
Heows) the yaars.

“Musicis not just foreoteztainment,” Cabsngon
said. 19 atool 1o bring torward our canses. Lvery
gervacation s liondd be abile to produce artizs that will
continue this ‘chimste] advocs oy

Centenporasy and experimental lilmmakes and
vignal artist Mastha Atieqza helleves Filipinn artsis
Lavealot to uncover, shevald they choose totalk anout
Toca by iz onmeenlal issues. Sle cited hersellas ar
example, having witnessed coastal ures s chumge and
courtiines disappear.

Atienza has done several peojects that facus on

Pused 3
Lagat is o fim chae lreal s farnery
te imitate dialogue an environmental and secio-
eeonamie realities intheir coomrmmities. Anctheris
Chir Istensds 115 55,4V 122%5 07.0°8, whicls pushes the
audience ts confront climste change asseenn the
seabed ol dead corals.

Creating these films inspired Atienza ta launck
the G aed Assowiolion aninitiative thal simes

torrovids mare sustsinable baltery salutions |

vanpressor divers and 1o set opa o 1 Precacivd

Arca that will also gencride alternalove bvel Tood
pportunities,

Lastly, the webinar featuned multi-awanded
theatre direcior Dr, Denns Gupa, who emplusesd
the neevd 10 cultivate & disconrae on human and non
haman relations bips, where ieewns ase ool loceted
attl ox of power,

‘We have inherited sa moach from thiscapitalial
sociely, neoliberal soriely in whichiwe posili
Fasrman-centvie the idea of mate vlabity and vooney. T

wae clor'Lgquestion wheoe things ere ceeatod [
s:id. "Art can deconstruct that idea of possession by
ECNPrAINg new questons 8o fhat w

COnSCiausnes s into s wethin groore el nl

Thzlast portion of the episode assed the speakers
ahout thebest way s toengaps Blhow actists, especially
the ymmmger ones, )

Tannale woloon
"We should start with ourselves,” said Dumas |1
thare’s imes, gt cod sec te g

For Hano, s by ereat g oppurtandties, es;

[ur vounger drtists who sl they aee not oo pow
10 mase intiatives,

*Weconld alsogiva them the praiected froths thal
sciontists sy weshould vepsd in Lk nesr T eee, dabi
Al b nra £ oG Gfrawet 1g atad Dan g e s,

s howpovasyon,” he said “There's nat enanzh tine
and chaice but 12 step up. It soundsunairbut o5 ths
redity andwe havetnstepuptathe plateand tace

chorge”

Klimatotohananscelebralion of Natinal Arts
Month contitvies lamarraw ie an episade tite
Wavar Toa Yoveg tofead:
Action” T will featone youth
Fiitpino astivists who are “using visual artwer s,
Bterary pieces, performances ared ot her forms of

g Pivoy A

Ill'-lsl"luk Clipate

rentive work 1o comranicate the climmate ris s and
rnifize sohatons wit hin their networks.”
The episade vill 2ir tomor mow, Felw oy 25,

5 pm, o Faorboed Live vi, esnie.con

chontereate yphitanpones: W
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" Global study r eveals extent or
nllarma ll(l“llll(lll in Wlll'lll S nuers

A NEW study looking
at the pnesenceofpbar-
maceuticals in the

world's rivers found -

concentrations at po-

tentially toxic levels in_

more than & quarter of
the locations studied.

 The “new
looked ‘at 258 riversi
&ctoss the globe, includ-
ing the Thames in Lon-

dom and the'Amazon in'
Brazil, to measure the

presence of 61 pharma-
ceuticals,”
bamazepine, melfonnin
and caffelne.”

The researchers stud-
ind rivers in over half of
the world s countries -~
with meqin 36afthese
counkries having never
previously been moni-
rored‘fé)r pharmaceuti-

The: study forms part
of the University of
York-led Global Moni-
toring of Pharmaceuti-
cals Froject, which has

significan(ly
over the lasf two years,
with the newstudy be-
coming the first truly
global—scale investiga-.
tion” of medicinal. con-

tamination-in the envi-

study .

‘a8 car- "

“sociated withr
hlghmedlmageaswelh '

ofphanmocuuralsmlls
- rivers (with lower-mid-
dle income muons tlu
most ted);
*highlevels of phar-
maceutléal pollutian
’wasxgostposlhvelyar
regions of

as high lacal unem-+
ployment and poverty
rates;

* the most polluted
countries and regions of
the world are the cnes™
that have been re- |
searched the least |
(namely sub-saharan
Africa, South America |

‘and pacts of southern
o0 ). -

Astaj;

ronment. " * the achvities most
. With their latcsr associated with the high
study, the t mearchers "atkvdwfplurmaceu- |
found Hﬁ}' | Heal pollution included
ualpol rubbtsh dumping
Jution’ :samtammammmr banks, in rgequﬂtc
water onvi @} wastewater infmtmc-'
ul}\ ti-
'cal manufacturing, and ’
between thie /Socioeco- thedumpmgo(thecon-

nomic. status nfa coun-
my.and higher pollution

tents of residual septic
tanks into rivers |

. The study revealed
thataquarterof the sites
‘contained  contami-
nants (such as sul-
famethoxazole, propra-
nolol, ciprofloxacinand
locatadine] at potential-
ly harmful concentra-
tions. e
The researchers hope
that by increasing the

menitoring of pharma-

ceuticals in #ie enyiron-
ment, thel can develo!:
stralegies to Hmit the ef-

fects potentially caused
by the presence of pal-

- Jutants,

* The study. included
notewarthy rivers such
as the Amazon, Missis-
sippi, Thames and the

‘Mekong. Water samples

were obtained from sites
spanning from a Ya-

. nomaml Village in Ven-

ezuela, where modern
medicines are not used,
tosome of themost pop-
ulated cities on the plan-

et, such as Delhi, Lon-
don, New York, Lagos,

ha.Veg::s and Guang-.

Whll:prmnuus-uud-
ies have monitored ac-
tive pharmaceuticals in-
gredients (APTs) in riv-
lers, these have ignored
'many ‘of the countries
{of the world; have typi-
cally measured only a
select’ few contami-
nants, and employed
different analytical

! methods. Cumulative-

,‘lv, this hasmlde W dif-
ficult to quantify the
scale of the problem
from a global perspec-
tve..

| Thestudy uaed pre-
dicted no adverse effact
concentrations
(PNEC3)" tu determing
where there may be risk
for adverse effects (such
as toxicity).

| Iithe feam measund
amnmmhmm&nem-
vironment above the
PREC, then thece wns

Kotenua) for organ:éms
vmg to be ad-
Wtsely affectsd by the
pharmaceutical. This
can manifest in many,
wayslargely dependent
_mwhatthe pharmaceu-
hcal 18, what prganism

is being expused and at
- what concentration. Bx-

: mplm can include dis-

tedn:;mdm IVE Ca
altered belave
lm‘ o physiology -and
even changes in heart
rate. ’
* The contaminants
found at potentially
harmful concentratans
include:

* propranolol, 2 bela-
blodcm‘P for heart prob-
lems such 2 high blood
pressure;

*“sulfamethoxazole,

an antibiptic for bacteri-

al infection;
*dprofloxacin,an an-
tibiotie for bacterial in-
fection;
* loratadine, an ant-
histamine for allergies.
- (ScienceDaily/Univer-

. ity of York)
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- One last, weird tourism idea from

q § of Thursday, Fehruary 17,
\according to the government’s
official news agency, Malacanang
had alreadyv informed Fnviron-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu that
the resignation he had submitted
a few days earlier had already been
accepled “cffective immediately,”
Yeton Saturday, February 19, here
Cimatu still was, issuing 4 state-
ment to announce another bi-
zarre idea of the sort that, rightly
or not, has come to characterize
the Department of Environment
MN‘T?]‘WW(DWR)
und tenure

In partnership with the Deparl-
ment of National Defense (DND),
Cimatu said, the DENRwas going

to build a replica of one of the

14-inch gun emplacements of Fort
Drum along the Manila Baywalk
near Remedios Steeet. Fort Dum,
of course, is the famous “concrete
battleship® built over what was

ex—enwronment chief

Japanese-American War, and now,
the modern Battle for Manila Ray.*
Oh, for God's sake. What klnd
of non sequitur nonsense is that?
Fort Daum was built over a five-
year period from 1909 to 1914 by

the US Army Comps of Engineers,

and was named for a former LIS
Adjutant General who had served
in the Mexican War and Civil War,
and died just as constrisction was
petting under way, The idea for
the fort came from the brief and
ineffective use of L1 Fraile island
as a gun platform by $panish
farces on the night of April 30,
1898, when US Commodore

once El raile Island off the coast George Dewey's naval squadron
of ‘lernate, Cavite, guarding the  sailed into Manila Bay.
southern edge of Manila Ray. Already owdated b) the time it
"DENR and DND will construct  wasbuilt, Fort Drum nevertheless
a replica of a Fort Drum Island  saw significant action in the last
cannon near Manila's Remedios  stages of the Japanese campaign
drainage outfall toserve asa physi- to capture Manila, firing on Cor-
cal reminders of the [DFNR':[ cam-  regidorand fapanese (ransponts in
mitment and willpower in our e bay, It was surrendered to the
battle to rehiabilitate Manila Bay."  fapanese, who manned it with a
Cimalu said. “This landmarkshall  small garrison and a few guns (the
depict the three battles in Manila  big turreted batteries had been
Bay — the Spanish-American War,  wrecked by the Americans before
M KRITZ FROM A4
of life convince the people that

their expectations for “function-
ing, effective government” are
indeed being satisfactorily met, the
DENR under Cimatu — perhaps
driven by a diffidence borne of his
holding for four-and-a-half years 2
job for which he has no real pro-
fessional qualifications — has
felt compelled 1o make a show
of it. Which, as we have seen,
apparently involves the DENR
moonlighting as the Depart-
ment of Tourism.

Aesthetic improvements are
not automatically bad. There 1s
nuthingmng with the DENR's

other cosmetic idea, the "dolo-
wmiite beach,* except its timing;
it is a large. nonaritical expendi-

ture that should not have come

Ohé Iast

they gave up), but played no role
inany other fighting in the war un-

dl April 13, 1945, Adetachment of
{JS Marineswas ableto land on the
fort, and rather than fight their way
mnside, decided on the gruesome
expedient of dumping several
hundred gallons of diesel fuel and
gasoline down the air shafis and
setting it alight, incinerating the
68 Japanese soldiess inside. Fxcept
far the Coast Guard installing an
automated navigation light on the
fort's top about 20 years ago and
occasional visits from scavengers,
the landmark — which is techni-
cally a war grave that should he
left alone — has been abandoned
since its last action 77 years ago.
‘What any of that has 1o do with
the effort to clean up Manila Bayis
a mystery to anvone whao isn't Koy
Cimatu. The hwtmy of the fortifi-
cation i5 unigue and worth pre-
serving, but its utility as 2 symbol
of success is rather dubious. As Fl
Praife Island, the scratch Spanish

fortification of three small caliber

cannans attracted the 1S sguad-
ron's for all ot about 20 minutes
before being simply ignored.
During the “Japanese-American”

war (I would think the Chinese,
Indians, Burmese, Malaysians,
Indonesians, Vietnamese, Dutch,
Australians and British would all
likea word with you about calling
it that, Mr. Cimatu), as Fort Dnam,

it was first bravely surrenderncd by
the Americans, and then as vhat-
ever the Japanese cal'ed it. turned

into a cematoriun

Given that the news abou: yet
another large. unnecessary, and
out-of-scope cosmetic expen ditire
by the DENR reached the public
on the very same dav as a siate-
ment by Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez 3rd that “the country
may need Lo raise tazes 10 cover
Covid-19 loans,” the idea met
with much less enthusiasm than
Cimatu likely anticipated.

One of the frustrating things
about the Philippine government
is that it is an all-too-common
practice for agencies at various
levels to put a great deal of effont
and resources into marketing the
fact that they are doing the job
they should be minimally ox-
pected to do. The complex projact
to clean up Manila Bay. which is
spearheaded by the DENR and the
Department of the Interior and
Local Government, with the par-
ticipation of a dozen or so other
agencies; is progressing very wel,
as a matter of fact, and it shou'd
be, That is precisely the sort of
work that DENR exists o do (o
the first place,

But rather than let the resuls
speak for themselves, and let the
improvement in evervday qualily

»KritzAS

b

ahead of the completion of the
bay rehabilitation project that it
does not substanually contribute
to in any way, and especially not
during a period when any govern-
ment expenditure must be care-
fully rationalized against other,
obvioual) more vital priorities;
The same is true of the propwed
“Fort Drum monument.” It's an
interesting and different idea, and
would be pleasing if it was added

at the appropriate time Adding

it at the wrong time, however, as
an attempt to demonstrate to the
people that the DENR is doing its

b |ob simply backfires and instead,

gwes the impression that it is npr.

hen. Ia’ttz@mam'laumes.nn
Twitter: @benkniiz
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PH’s daily new Covid-19 cases drop to just
1,427

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor February 21, 2022, 5:07 pm

LR R R

MANILA — The Department of Health on Monday logged 1,427 new cases of coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19), pushing the nation’s overall tally of confirmed infections to 3,653,526.

This is so far the lowest number of daily infections recorded in the country this year and the
third straight day where fresh infections are below 2,000.

The latest Covid-19 bulletin indicated 58,657 active cases while total recoveries rose to
3,539,106 after 3,269 new recovered cases were recorded.

Out of the active cases, 53,326 are mild, 2,845 are moderate, 760 are asymptomatic, 1,422
are severe, and 304 are critical.

“Of the 1,427 reported cases today, 1,389 (97 percent) occurred within the recent 14 days --
Feb. 8 to 21, 2022,” the DOH reported.

The regions with the most cases in the recent two weeks were the National Capital Region
(NCR) with 318 or 23 percent, Calabarzon with 168 or 12 percent, and Western Visayas with
159 or 11 percent of the new infections.

The death toll has reached 55,763 with 79 new deaths, representing 1.53 percent of overall
cases.

“Of the 79 deaths, 66 occurred in February 2022 (84 percent), eight in January 2022 (10
percent), four in October 2021 (5 percent), and one in September 2021 (1 percent) due to the
late encoding of death information to COVIDKaya,” the DOH said.

COVIDKaya is a digital application used by healthcare workers to collect and share data about
Covid-19 cases.

According to the February 19 data, about 7.5 percent of 25,000 who were tested turned out
positive for coronavirus.

“Some 104 duplicates were removed from the total case count as 98 of these are recoveries,”
the DOH said.

Meanwhile. 5?2 cases nreviolislv tanaoed as recoveries were reclassified as deaths after
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All laboratories were operational on February 19 but five were not able to submit their data to
the Covid-19 Document Repository System.

The DOH said the three laboratories contributed, on average, 0.1 percent of samples tested,
and 0.3 percent among positive individuals based on data in the past 14 days.

To date, 30 percent of 3,800 intensive care unit (ICU) beds, 24 percent of 20,700 isolation beds,
20 percent of 14,500 ward beds, and 16 percent of 2,100 ventilators are used by patients with
Covid-19 nationwide.

In the NCR, 28 percent of 1,200 ICU beds, 22 percent of 4,600 isolation beds, 26 percent
of 4,100 ward beds, and 19 percent of 1,000 ventilators dedicated to patients with Covid-19 are
in use. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168221
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NCR mayors set to tackle possible shift to Alert
Level 1

By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz February 21, 2022, 6:02 pm

MANILA — The Metro Manila Council (MMC) is set to discuss the possibility of shifting to the
most relaxed Alert Level 1 in the region, an official of the Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) said on Monday.

During a Laging Handa briefing, MMDA officer-in-charge General Manager Romando Artes
said the MMC -- composed of the 17 mayors in NCR -- are scheduled to discuss the topic on
Tuesday night based on the region’s current coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) risk
classification, health care utilization rate, and continued decline in cases.

“lIyan po ay ibabase ng mga Mayor sa datos po na araw-araw haman po nari-
receive namin from DOH (Department of Health), IATF (Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases), NTF (National Task Force Against Covid-19)
at ganundin po iyong kanilang experience sa ground (The mayors will decide based on data
that we receive every day from the DOH, the IATF, NTF, and also from their experience on the
ground),” Artes said.

To date, he said their target number of vaccinated individuals before considering a shift to Alert
Level 1 has already been reached, with mostly the pediatric population, those with
comorbidities, and the elderly that are still being vaccinated.

“Sinisimot na lang po natin dito sa NCR iyong mga may comorbidities at iyong mga ilan pa
pong mga senior citizens na dapat pa pong mabakunahan at gayundin po pinapalawig pa rin
po natin iyong booster shot na medyo iyon po ang medyo below target po tayo (We are still
looking for the rest of those with comorbidities and senior citizens that need to be vaccinated
and we are still rolling out our booster shots as we’re slightly below target),” Artes said.

To avoid a possible increase in vehicular traffic once the NCR shifts to Alert Level 1, he said
the MMDA is working to clear ‘Mabuhay Lanes’ or alternative lanes in NCR and is studying the
possibility of expanding the current Unified Vehicular Reduction Program (UVVRP) or number
coding scheme beyond the current schedule.

“Sa ngayon po kasi, it's only Monday hanggang Friday, between 5 to 8 p.m. lamang po.
So, aaralin po natin kung kailan talaga (Right now it's only Monday to Friday, between 5 to 8
p.m. So, we're looking into whether it's really necessary),” Artes said.
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To date, the NCR and most of the country are under Alert Level 2 with the number of daily
Covid-19 cases showing a sustained decline.

Earlier, DOH Undersecretary and treatment czar Leopoldo Vega said the IATF would consider
a shift to Alert Level 1 by the end of February, noting that while the current metrics are good
and Alert Level 1 will return “almost everything” to normal, Covid-19 and its virus are seen to
remain. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168244



https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168244

February 22, 2022  []*e=aine

-~ STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION &

) D Editorial

—— |\ TIATIVES ate [ ] column

s SERV|CE 1of1 [] opinion
Page D Feature Article

Pinas kinilala ang vax certificate ng 8 pang
bansa

Malou Escudero - Pang-masa February 22, 2022 | 12:00am

Image from the website of the city government of Davao.

MANILA, Philippines — Nadagdag sa listahan ng Pilipinas ang pagkilala sa vaccination
certificates ng walong bansa laban sa COVID-19.

Ayon kay Cabinet Secretary at acting presidential spokesperson Karlo Nograles na ina-
prubahan ng Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) on Emerging Infectious Diseases ang
pagtanggap sa vaccination certificates ng mga biyaherong manggagaling sa Egypt, Maldives,
Palau, Albania, Estonia, Greece, Malta at Uruguay.

Muling inatasan ng IATF ang Bureau of Quarantine, Department of Transportation One Stop
Shop at Bureau of Immigration na kilalanin ang mga katibayan ng bakuna laban sa COVID-19
ng mga nabanggit na bansa.

Una nang kinilala kamakailan ang vax certificates ng mga bansa tulad ng Argentina, Brunei,
Darussalam, Cambodia, Chile, Denmark, Ecuador, Indonesia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea,
Peru, Portugal, Spain, Azerbaijan, Macau Special Administrative Region at Syria.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/02/22/2162466/pinas-kinilala-
ang-vax-certificate-ng-8-pang-bansa
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¥77%% ) DOH COVID-19

CASE BULLETIN # 709

PORSYENTO NG GUMALING

96.9-

PEBRERO 21, 2022

Para sa kumpletong detalye at impormasyon,
bisitahin lamang ang aming pampublikong site:
hitps://ncovtracker.doh.gov.ph/

PORSYENTO NG NAMATAY

1.53%

TOTAL NG GUMALING

3,539,106

TOTAL NG NAMATAY

55,763

MGA BAGONG NAMATAY 79

MGA BAGONG KASO .I ,427

MGA BAGONG GUMALING 3,269

KABUUANG BILANG NG KASO 3'653' 526

MGA NAGPOSITIBO HULING PEBRERO 19

DATOS NGAYONG PEBRERO 21
AYON SA REPORTS NOONG PEBRERO 19

7.5% | 25,000

PORSYENTO NG MGA BILANG NG
NAGPOSITIBO TINEST

HALOS

92.2

ANG MILD AT
ASYMPTOMATIC
NA KASO!

KABUUANG PILIPINAS NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

PUNO NA BA ANG ATING MGA OSPITAL?
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ICU BEDS (3.8K TOTAL BEDS)
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VENTILATORS (3.1k TOTAL VENTILATORS)
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DOH HOSPITAL HOTLINES

For health concerns and emergencies, you may access

PUNO NA BA ANG ATING MGA OSPITAL?
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ICU BEDS (1.2K TOTAL BEDS)
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DOH TELEMEDICINE CONTACT DETAILS

G bitty/DOHTelemedicine

here the DOH hospital hotlines across the country:

C, bitly/DOHHospitalHotenes

DOH ONE HOSPITAL COMMAND CENTER
(OHCC) HOTLINES

SeeYouDoc
seeyoudoc.com
© SeeYouDoc

KonsultaMD
konsulta.md

« 1555 « ONS-777-7777 © KonsultaMD

« 02-886-505-00

3 bithy/OHCCHotling

Lidd
StaySa

MAYROON PANG KATANUNGAN? SUMANGGUNI LAMANG SA SUMUSUNOD:

f OfficialDOHgov W @DOHgovph

« 0919-977-3333
CloudPx

cloudpx.ph/

Manatiling ligtas!
I-download ang StaySafe App
o gamitin ang WEBAPP

at pumunta sa Staysafe.ph

Jol

TANOD
COVID

Walang internet or load?

Report vio' SMS

2158-5779 (for Globe users)
225-655-779 (for other users)

Telimed and Medgate HealthNow
@ healthnow.ph/
help@healthnow.ph

0 HealthNow

medgate.ph/shop/telimedplan/purchase

MedCheck
medcheck.com.ph/find-a-doctor/SeeYouDoc

TelAventusMD
TelAventusMD@aventusmedical.comph
© TelAventusMD

May tanong ukol sa COVID-197

I-chat na si KIRA!

VIBER: Kira Kontra COVID by DOH
MESSENGER: Department of Health PH
KONTRACOVIDPH: kontracovid.ph

@ doh.gov.ph  (02) 894-COVID / 1555
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Please click this link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCh5L aCFyEw

Fmanll by

MANILA EAY UPDATE FEBRUARY 21, 2022
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MAS MALRWAK NA DOLOMITESANDISA
=4 MANILA BAY_ ==

"' W AALAPIT NA!

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=yK1wF8yr-

2w
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UPDATE 02-20-2022
MANILA BAY DOLOMITE BE#£12:06

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uosSJmaF 7Y &ab channel

=KUYARONSTV
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