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DENR to create bamboo forest in Marikina 

Watershed 

Rhodina Villanueva, Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star  

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 

partnered with non-government organizations to transform 20 hectares of the Marikina 

Watershed into a bamboo forest. 

In a memorandum of agreement signed last week, the DENR Calabarzon office, Rotary 
International District 3830, Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association and 
Philippine Bamboo Foundation Inc. committed to implement a program, which aims to 
rehabilitate the Marikina Watershed through the use of bamboo planting materials. 

“Bamboo is not just an alternative to construction materials but it also helps in mitigating climate 

change. This is why I am pushing for the creation of mini bamboo forests in the country, which 

will also spur a vibrant bamboo lumber industry,” former DENR secretary Roy Cimatu said 

during the program launching on Feb. 16. 

Cimatu has resigned as environment secretary due to health reasons. 

Under the agreement, the initial phase of the program involves the establishment of a nursery 

where the bamboo planting materials will be nurtured over six to eight months. 

The second phase will be the transplanting of the grown bamboo plants within the 20 hectares 

of the Marikina Watershed. 

DENR Calabarzon executive director Nilo Tamoria said the planting of bamboo would be 

“instrumental in achieving the total rehabilitation of the Marikina Watershed.” 

The DENR and the Rotary International District 3830 turned over checks amounting to P1 

million to Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association to fund the Marikina 

Watershed rehabilitation project. 

Rotary International District 3780 provided checks for P500,000 to fund the creation of a 10-

hectare bamboo nursery site in Barangay Puray, Rodriguez, Rizal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/22/2162403/denr-create-bamboo-forest-

marikina-watershed 
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIkLhUfuumg 
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Group: DENR-Davao has yet to order 
suspension on cutting of century-old 
trees 

R AL P H  L AW R E N C E  G .  L L E M I T 

 

 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Davao Region has not yet 
issued a formal suspension order on the cutting of century-old trees in Mounts Makabol-
Alikoson Conservation Area (MMACA) in Barangay Salaysay, Marilog District despite its earlier 
promises, an environmental group said. 

 
In a letter submitted to recently-resigned DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, the Sustainable Davao 
Movement (SDM) appealed to the department to declare forest conservation, particularly those 
in the MMACA. 

SDM is composed of various groups, namely the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF), 
Interfacing Development Interventions for Sustainability (Idis), Ecoteneo, volunteers groups 
from Makabol, and support members of the Davao Association of Catholic Schools (Dacs). 
 
This is in relation to the DENR-Davao response to the letter of Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-
Carpio, who supported the cancellation of the timber cutting permit released to landowner Ling 
Ling Wu Lee covering the cutting down of 121 old-growth forest trees in the Makabol-Alikoson 
water. 
 
The group said this is notwithstanding the "voluntary cessation" of cutting by the landowner, as 
per DENR-Davao letter or the expiry of the permit in January 2022. 

In the letter of the DENR-Davao, the group said "the office appears to justify" its action, stating 
that they are not aware that the area is included in the Watershed Code of Davao, and that 
they are not aware of data pertaining to the nesting trees, as shared by PEF, and they are also 
not privy to the metes and bounds of the declared conservation areas, as per the Watershed 
Management Code. 
 
The group said the implementing rules and regulations of the Watershed Code had been 
released as early as January 7, 2009, where the MMACA was delineated and included. 

SDM also said the community is aware of the nesting trees, which are a hundred meters 

proximate to the trees to be cut because they have been guarding or monitoring the 

Philippine Eagle for decades. 

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/590/ralph-lawrence-g-llemit
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The Watershed Management Council issued a resolution on January 28, 2021, denying the 
permit application because the cutting down of trees for a planned banana plantation is not 
consistent with a watershed reserve area. This resolution was received and acknowledged by 
DENR last March 5, 2021. 

 
"Information was available and accessible, with minimum due diligence. With maximum 
participation and consultation, the permitting process could have been consistent with the 
mandate of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources," the group said. 

During local community consultations that followed the request for cancellation, the community 
expressed its concern about the situation. 

 
"They had known only of the project when activities were underway and the trees were already 
being prepared for cutting (marking, hacking with bolo). It appears that a genuine consultation 
with the local community was amiss," the group said. 

 
The landowner's legal representative, during the consultation, said the trees were old and ripe 
for cutting and the cutting will be replaced anyway by the planting of seeds. 
 
In a letter from DENR-Davao, Executive Director Bagani Fidel Evasco informed the City 
Government that the owner will be required to pay P160,255 for forest charges for every cubic 
meter of timber harvested. 

The flooding incident in October 2021, according to SDM, cost the city P3.435 million. 
 
"We are painfully aware that the overflowing of rivers and creeks can be attributed not only to 
quarrying but land misuse/mismanagement in the uplands and the decimation of our remaining 
forest cover," SDM said. 

 
The group appealed that the area should be permanently excluded from timber cutting, 
agricultural use and any form of development that is inconsistent with its classification as an 
Environmentally Critical Area and Conservation Zone under the city's Watershed Code. 
 
It also appealed that a dialogue should be opened and continued with private landowners, local 
and national government on critical areas such as the MMACA to come up with joint 
management plans/actions that will be beneficial for the public. 

"We hope that the plan to increase forest cover includes a plan not to decrease forest cover 
further," SDM said. 

 
Idis Executive Director Mark Peñalver said during an online forum that they are hoping that no 
more tree-cutting permits will be issued in the protected areas. 
 
DENR-Davao has yet to issue a statement on the matter. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921560/davao/local-news/group-denr-davao-has-

yet-to-order-suspension-on-cutting-of-century-old-trees 
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PH urged to take a strong stand 

vs plastic pollution in UN 

assembly in Kenya 
Published February 21, 2022, 7:03 PM 
by Faith Argosino 

At least three environmental groups are urging the Philippine government to negotiate for a 
strong treaty that will address worldwide plastic pollution in the 5th United Nations Environment 
Assembly (UNEA-5.2) in Kenya. 

In a joint statement, the EcoWaste Coalition (EWC), the Interfacing Development Interventions 
for Sustainability (IDIS), and the Mother Earth Foundation (MEF) have expressed their support 
for a robust negotiation during the assembly that will be attended by 190 countries. 

“All eyes will be on UNEA-5.2 to see how governments, including our own, will come to an 
agreement on a robust negotiation mandate that will speed up not decelerate the required 
global action to stem the tide of toxic plastic pollution,” EWC National Coordinator Aileen Lucero 
said. 

She said that an ideal treaty should focus on the entire plastic lifecycle, not limited to marine 
litter, banning toxic chemical additives in plastic, and prohibiting polluting waste treatment or 
disposal methods. 

Meanwhile, MEF Chairman Sonia Mendoza said that “a strong treaty should cut down on plastic 
manufacturing since its unrestrained production translates to the use of fossil fuels and toxic 
chemical additives.” 

Aside from pushing for a strong treaty, the groups also urged the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) to carry out policies and regulations that will reduce plastic 
pollution at the source. They also highlighted the need for Congress to pass legislation banning 
single-use plastics and impose Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). 

In line with the Republic Act (RA) 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, they 
also reminded the National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) to issue its list of 
non-environment friendly products for prohibition and phase-out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/02/21/ph-urged-to-take-a-strong-stand-vs-plastic-pollution-in-

un-assembly-in-kenya/ 
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Liberal mining policies to lure foreign 
investors back to PHL–COMP 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA 

 

WITH the recent policy moves by the Duterte administration, the mining industry’s big players 
said the Philippines is back on the radar of foreign mining investors. 

Chamber of Mines of the Philippines chairman Michael T. Toledo said for one, Australian 
investors welcomed the recent decisions of the Philippine government to ease mining policies, 
raising the possibility of a renewed influx of foreign capital in the sector. 

“Recent policy moves by the Philippine government are expected to boost investor confidence 
in its mining sector while unlocking the country’s vast mineral resources responsibly and 
equitably,” Toledo said. 

Toledo is currently the chief operating officer of Silangan Mindanao Mining Co., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Philex Mining Corp. 

Mining is a pillar of Australia’s economy, Toledo noted, and industry there is showing signs of 
potential boom, with investments surging and metal prices still soaring. 

In separate statements, The Philippines-Australia Business Council (PABC) and Australia 
Philippines Business Council (APBC) said recently that the consecutive decisions of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to lift the 4-year-old ban on open 
pit mining for the extraction of copper, gold, silver, and complex ores, and the removal of the 
moratorium on new mineral agreements between the government and private contractors, are 
clear signals that the Philippine mining sector is again open for business for local and foreign 
direct investment. 

“This is good news for the mining sector which hasn’t seen any major investments since 2016 
due to tighter government regulation. Renewed investor interest in mining could lead to fresh 
capital inflows that could unleash the industry’s huge potential,” Toledo said. 

Since the government tightened mining rules, only Philex has decided to go ahead with its 
investment plan to develop, beginning this year, a starter mine that would cost $224 million. 
The Silangan copper-gold prospect in Surigao del Norte is expected to produce gold and 
copper in early 2025. 

5th-most mineralized 

The Philippines is the fifth-most mineralized country in the world, with the third-largest deposits 
of gold, fourth for copper, and fifth for nickel. Around one-third of the country’s land area has 
mineral potential but only one-tenth of that is covered by mining tenements. 

Estimated to be worth around $1 trillion in value, these resources remain underground. 

“Mining is one industry that truly highlights the complementarity between Australia and the 
Philippines,” said APBC President Rene Cabrera in a statement. 

 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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“The Philippines has vast untapped natural resources; Australia is a global expert in minerals 
development and production underpinned by responsible mining practices sought by the 
Philippine government and community. The potential for rewarding opportunities has always 
been there,” he added. 

Philex had initially sought foreign investors to fund a grander development of Silangan, but 
failed to find one largely because of uncertainty in government policy. Philex will issue stock 
rights, use reserve funds and borrow from banks to fund the Silangan project. 

Toledo said, however, that Philex isn’t closing its doors to investors, both local and foreign, who 
may want to infuse fresh for the development of the Silangan project. “It now depends on 
valuation and commercial terms, compliance with government regulations, and the strategic 
value that the potential investors will bring into the success of Silangan.” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/22/liberal-mining-policies-to-lure-foreign-

investors-back-to-phl-comp/ 
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Subsidies are slowly killing biodiversity 
A RECENT study by a group of subsidies experts reinforces concerns that financing projects 
that are meant to sustain biodiversity are doing more harm than good. 

According to the study, at least $1.8 trillion is spent every year on subsidies that subvert their 
intended goals. Tax breaks for beef production in the Amazon and financial aid for unproductive 
irrigation in the Middle East are among the most glaring examples the study cited. 

A United Nations report last year also found that almost 90 percent of subsidies to farmers 
every year damage people's health, fuel climate crisis, destroy nature and drive inequality by 
excluding small farmers. 

The fossil fuel industry, however, is the biggest culprit with counterproductive subsidies totaling 
$620 billion. The agricultural sector is not too far behind with $520 billion, with water accounting 
for $320 billion and forestry, $155 billion. 

The report did not include mining, long considered to be a major contributor to ecosystem 
destruction. 

Governments that parcel out subsidies without proper screening and follow-up strategy share 
the blame, the study noted. 

The businesses that benefit from subsidies are guilty as well. In an online article in The 
Guardian, Eva Zabey, executive director of Business for Nature, lamented that many 
businesses "are benefiting from these environmentally harmful subsidies." 

"Typically, the subsidies were established with good intentions in mind. We need to level the 
playing field because right now, some are benefiting from a head start when it should be the 
other way round. It's a wicked problem," Zabey added. 

The fossil fuel industry immediately springs to mind whenever we dissect the problem of 
harmful subsidies. Many governments are generous in subsidizing the sector through tax 
breaks and production credits. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
found that subsidies in the fossil fuel sector rose by 30 percent in 2019. That's not an 
encouraging outlook, according to the International Monetary Fund. 

Subsidies may protect consumers by keeping prices low, "but they also come at a high cost," 
the IMF warned. "Subsidies are expensive for governments — and therefore, taxpayers — to 
finance and can hinder governments' efforts to reduce budget deficits. They also compete with 
other priority public spending on roads, schools and healthcare." 

The environmental cost is equally worrisome. Despite the financial boost, the industry has failed 
dismally to reduce carbon emissions. The report's authors are calling on governments to agree 
to stop all harmful subsidies by the end of the decade. There is a chance to make that push 
during the biodiversity summit in China later this year, where companies will be asked to reveal 
the subsidies they receive as part of environmental disclosure reporting. 

Christiana Figueres, who headed the UN climate convention in 2016 that produced the Paris 
Agreement on capping temperature rise, agreed it's time for drastic measures. 

"Harmful subsidies must be redirected towards protecting the climate and nature, rather than 
financing our own extinction," Figueres said. 

Subsidies have to be redirected, repurposed or done away with to free up more funds to prevent 
further biodiversity loss. 

The IMF said the fiscal, environmental and welfare gains from removing harmful subsidies are 
substantial. But it also acknowledges that getting rid of the subsidies will be a herculean effort. 

 

 
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As early as 2009, the Group of 20 sounded the call to phase out ineffective fossil fuel subsidies. 
The response was lukewarm, and the IMF explained why: "When reforms are made, prices 
increase, and this has often led to widespread public protests." 

It added: "The absence of public support for subsidy reform is in part due to a lack of confidence 
in the ability of governments to shift the resulting budgetary savings to programs that would 
compensate the poor and middle class for the higher energy prices they face." 

The IMF has offered a plan for subsidy reform that includes a comprehensive energy sector 
scheme, transparent and extensive communication and consultation with stakeholders, and 
more efficient state-owned enterprises to reduce producer subsidies. 

All these initiatives will not prosper without political commitment and strong cooperation, both 
of which need to be nurtured vigorously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/22/opinion/editorial/subsidies-are-slowly-killing-

biodiversity/1833777 
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PH’s daily new Covid-19 cases drop to just 
1,427 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor February 21, 2022, 5:07 pm 

 

MANILA – The Department of Health on Monday logged 1,427 new cases of coronavirus 
disease 2019 (Covid-19), pushing the nation’s overall tally of confirmed infections to 3,653,526. 

This is so far the lowest number of daily infections recorded in the country this year and the 
third straight day where fresh infections are below 2,000. 

The latest Covid-19 bulletin indicated 58,657 active cases while total recoveries rose to 
3,539,106 after 3,269 new recovered cases were recorded. 

Out of the active cases, 53,326 are mild, 2,845 are moderate, 760 are asymptomatic, 1,422 
are severe, and 304 are critical. 

“Of the 1,427 reported cases today, 1,389 (97 percent) occurred within the recent 14 days -- 
Feb. 8 to 21, 2022,” the DOH reported. 

The regions with the most cases in the recent two weeks were the National Capital Region 
(NCR) with 318 or 23 percent, Calabarzon with 168 or 12 percent, and Western Visayas with 
159 or 11 percent of the new infections. 

The death toll has reached 55,763 with 79 new deaths, representing 1.53 percent of overall 
cases. 

“Of the 79 deaths, 66 occurred in February 2022 (84 percent), eight in January 2022 (10 
percent), four in October 2021 (5 percent), and one in September 2021 (1 percent) due to the 
late encoding of death information to COVIDKaya,” the DOH said. 

COVIDKaya is a digital application used by healthcare workers to collect and share data about 
Covid-19 cases. 

According to the February 19 data, about 7.5 percent of 25,000 who were tested turned out 
positive for coronavirus. 

“Some 104 duplicates were removed from the total case count as 98 of these are recoveries,” 
the DOH said. 

Meanwhile, 52 cases previously tagged as recoveries were reclassified as deaths after 
validation. 

All laboratories were operational on February 19 but five were not able to submit their data to 
the Covid-19 Document Repository System. 
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All laboratories were operational on February 19 but five were not able to submit their data to 
the Covid-19 Document Repository System. 

The DOH said the three laboratories contributed, on average, 0.1 percent of samples tested, 
and 0.3 percent among positive individuals based on data in the past 14 days. 

To date, 30 percent of 3,800 intensive care unit (ICU) beds, 24 percent of 20,700 isolation beds, 
20 percent of 14,500 ward beds, and 16 percent of 2,100 ventilators are used by patients with 
Covid-19 nationwide. 

In the NCR, 28 percent of 1,200 ICU beds, 22 percent of 4,600 isolation beds, 26 percent 
of 4,100 ward beds, and 19 percent of 1,000 ventilators dedicated to patients with Covid-19 are 
in use. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168221  
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NCR mayors set to tackle possible shift to Alert 
Level 1 
By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz February 21, 2022, 6:02 pm 

 
(PNA photo by Joey Razon) 

MANILA – The Metro Manila Council (MMC) is set to discuss the possibility of shifting to the 
most relaxed Alert Level 1 in the region, an official of the Metropolitan Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA) said on Monday. 

During a Laging Handa briefing, MMDA officer-in-charge General Manager Romando Artes 
said the MMC -- composed of the 17 mayors in NCR -- are scheduled to discuss the topic on 
Tuesday night based on the region’s current coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) risk 
classification, health care utilization rate, and continued decline in cases. 

“Iyan po ay ibabase ng mga Mayor sa datos po na araw-araw naman po nari-
receive namin from DOH (Department of Health), IATF (Inter-Agency Task Force for the 
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases), NTF (National Task Force Against Covid-19) 
at ganundin po iyong kanilang experience sa ground (The mayors will decide based on data 
that we receive every day from the DOH, the IATF, NTF, and also from their experience on the 
ground),” Artes said. 

To date, he said their target number of vaccinated individuals before considering a shift to Alert 
Level 1 has already been reached, with mostly the pediatric population, those with 
comorbidities, and the elderly that are still being vaccinated. 

“Sinisimot na lang po natin dito sa NCR iyong mga may comorbidities at iyong mga ilan pa 
pong mga senior citizens na dapat pa pong mabakunahan at gayundin po pinapalawig pa rin 
po natin iyong booster shot na medyo iyon po ang medyo below target po tayo (We are still 
looking for the rest of those with comorbidities and senior citizens that need to be vaccinated 
and we are still rolling out our booster shots as we’re slightly below target),” Artes said. 

To avoid a possible increase in vehicular traffic once the NCR shifts to Alert Level 1, he said 
the MMDA is working to clear ‘Mabuhay Lanes’ or alternative lanes in NCR and is studying the 
possibility of expanding the current Unified Vehicular Reduction Program (UVVRP) or number 
coding scheme beyond the current schedule. 

“Sa ngayon po kasi, it’s only Monday hanggang Friday, between 5 to 8 p.m. lamang po. 
So, aaralin po natin kung kailan talaga (Right now it’s only Monday to Friday, between 5 to 8 
p.m. So, we’re looking into whether it’s really necessary),” Artes said. 

To date, the NCR and most of the country are under Alert Level 2 with the number of daily 
Covid-19 cases showing a sustained decline. 

Earlier, DOH Undersecretary and treatment czar Leopoldo Vega said the IATF would consider 
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To date, the NCR and most of the country are under Alert Level 2 with the number of daily 
Covid-19 cases showing a sustained decline. 

Earlier, DOH Undersecretary and treatment czar Leopoldo Vega said the IATF would consider 
a shift to Alert Level 1 by the end of February, noting that while the current metrics are good 
and Alert Level 1 will return “almost everything” to normal, Covid-19 and its virus are seen to 
remain. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168244  
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Pinas kinilala ang vax certificate ng 8 pang 
bansa 
Malou Escudero - Pang-masa February 22, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Image from the website of the city government of Davao. 

MANILA, Philippines — Nadagdag sa listahan ng Pilipinas ang pagkilala sa vaccination 

certificates ng walong bansa laban sa COVID-19. 

Ayon kay Cabinet Secretary at acting presidential spokesperson Karlo Nograles na ina-

prubahan ng Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) on Emerging Infectious Diseases ang 

pagtanggap sa vaccination certificates ng mga biyaherong manggagaling sa Egypt, Maldives, 

Palau, Albania, Estonia, Greece, Malta at Uruguay. 

Muling inatasan ng IATF ang Bureau of Quarantine, Department of Transportation One Stop 

Shop at Bureau of Immigration na kilalanin ang mga katibayan ng bakuna laban sa COVID-19 

ng mga nabanggit na bansa. 

Una nang kinilala kamakailan ang vax certificates ng mga bansa tulad ng Argentina, Brunei, 

Darussalam, Cambodia, Chile, Denmark, Ecuador, Indonesia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, 

Peru, Portugal, Spain, Azerbaijan, Macau Special Administrative Region at Syria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/02/22/2162466/pinas-kinilala-

ang-vax-certificate-ng-8-pang-bansa  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804758/malou-escudero
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/02/22/2162466/pinas-kinilala-ang-vax-certificate-ng-8-pang-bansa
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/02/22/2162466/pinas-kinilala-ang-vax-certificate-ng-8-pang-bansa
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCh5LaCFyEw 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=yK1wF8yr-

2w 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uosSJmaF_7Y&ab_channel

=KUYARONSTV 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeFGEXhMWtE 
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Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  
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