28 DECEMBER 2021, Tuesday

STﬁATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

. =




N STRATEGIC Z 7 S PN gt - December 28, 2021 []Hesdine
§ COMMUNICATION & 0 o [ editorial
e ITIATIVES MANILAs*BULLETIN [ cotanr

'—'\_——r: SERVICE THE NATION’S LEADING NEWSPAPER 1of2 [] opinion
Tge D Feature Article

DENR vows to improve land titling system in 2022

Published December 27, 2021, 12:04 PM
by Aaron Recuenco

The Land Management Bureau (LMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has committed to improve the land titling system in the country in order to maximize land
use, particularly for the agricuture sector.

DENR SEc, Roy Cimatu said the move is in response to the signing of Republic Act 11573 which
removes the deadline for agricultural free patent applications and reducing the required period of
land possession.

The Implementing Rules and Regulations of RA 11573, which Cimatu recently signed to improve the
confirmation process for imperfect land titles, provides the guidelines in the processing of
agricultural free patent applications with the streamlined process to facilitate the land titling
program of the DENR.

“Though the LMB has achieved much in 2021, we remain committed to the effective implementation
of policies and programs that are responsive to the demands of the public especially in the
administration and management of alienable and disposable public lands in the year ahead,” said
Cimatu.

For her part, DENR-LMB Director Atty. Emelyne V. Talabis said they will continue to leverage on
digital transformation, partnerships, as well as on creating new policies to remain in the forefront
of improving the land administration function of the department.
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DENR vows to improve land titling system in 2022

To ease land transactions, she said the DENR has partnered with the Land Registration Authority
on system linkage and exchange of land information databases of both agencies to make the
registration of DENR-approved plans and DENR-issued patents more efficient and secure.

“The Rapid Land Tenure Appraisal inventory approach is also being conducted by the DENR to get
more accurate land data and determine the remaining scope for land titling,” said Talabis.

Talabis said the LMB also continues to enhance the Land Administrations Management System
(LAMS) being implemented in the DENR regional offices, which include the pilot operation of the
Public Land Application, automation of land transaction services, as well as the Inspection,
Verification and Approval of Surveys to eliminate red tapes and nuances in the processing of land
surveys and titling applications.

A total of 42,146 survey plans using the LAMS Philippines were approved from January to November
15, 2021, broken down into 36,766 survey plans for simple subdivision and 5,380 survey plans for
complex subdivision.As of October 2021, the LMB has also served 1,701 requests from its Online Land
Records Services through elandservices.Imbdenr.ph.

It also received the FOI (Freedom of Information) Service Experience Award from the Freedom of
Information Philippines for its transparency and immediacy in providing the requesting public
access to land records and information.

For titling of agricultural and residential free patents, the Land Sector transmitted a total of 15,697
agricultural free patents covering 9,328.3470 hectares to the Registry of Deeds (ROD) from January
to October 31, 2021, while 21,824 residential free patents were transmitted to the ROD covering
575.8309 hectares.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/12/27/denr-vows-to-improve-land-titling-system-in-2022/
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MANILA, Philippines- Inihayag ng Land Management Bureau (LMB) ng Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na ipagpapatuloy nila ang pangakong maging
episyente ang sistema sa pamamahala at pagsasaayos ng lupa ngayong “new normal” ngayong
nalalapit nang matapos ang 2021.

“Though the LMB has achieved much in 2021, we remain committed to the effective implementation
of policies and programs that are responsive to the demands of the public especially in the
administration and management of alienable and disposable public lands in the year ahead,” saad
ni DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu.

Sa press release kamakailan ay nilagdaan ng DENR chief ang Implementing Rules and Regulations
(IRR) ng Republic Act (RA) 11573, na layuning maisaayos ang “confirmation process” para sa
“imperfect land titles.” Inamiyendahan nito ang Commonwealth Act 141 0 ang The Public Land Act
at Presidential Decree 1529 0 ang Property Registration Decree.

Kaugnay nito ang IRR ng RA 11573 ay nagbibigay ng mga alituntunin sa pagpoproseso ng agricultural
free patent applications na simple at epektibo upang mapadali ang land titling program ng DENR.

Nitong 2021, nilagdaan ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte ang RA 11573 na nag-aalis ng deadline
para sa agricultural free patent applications at nagtatanggal sa “required period of land possession.”
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Land titling system sa PH sa 2022 aayusin ng DENR-LMB

“We will continue to leverage on digital transformation, partnerships, as well as on creating new
policies to remain in the forefront of improving the land administration function of the
Department,” sabi ni DENR-LMB Director Emelyne V. Talabis.

Samantala upang mapadali ang land transactions, nakipag-partner ang DENR sa Land Registration
Authority sa “system linkage and exchange of land information databases” ng dalawang ahensiya
upang maging episyente at ligtas ang registration ng DENR-approved plans at DENR-issued patents.

Isinagawa din ng DENR ang Rapid Tenure Appraisal inventory approach upang tumpak ang land
data at matukoy ang natitirang saklaw ng land titling.

Kaugnay nito inaasahang makukumpleto sa 2025, ang DENR sa pamamagitan ng kanilang regional
offices, at Provincial at Community Environment and Natural Resources Offices ay nagkaroon ng 31
memorandum of partnership agreements sa local government units kung saan ay 20 munisipalidad
ang kasama sa training ng field personnel.

Sa kabuuan, ang DENR offices ay nakapaghanda ng 16 Consolidated Cadastral Maps at nakagawa ng
14 Land Tenure Profiles. Santi Celario

Source: https://www.remate.ph/land-titling-system-sa-ph-sa-2022-aayusin-ng-denr-lmb/
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Amid pandemic, Cimatu rallies DENR to extend help to
typhoon survivors
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA

DECEMBER 27, 2021
2 MINUTE READ

An aerial view of the destruction caused by Super Typhoon Odette in Barangay Punta Bilar, Surigao City.

Secretary Roy A. Cimatu urged employees of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) to come together and find ways to extend help to fellow Filipinos affected by Supertyphoon
Odette.

“This is an opportunity for those of us who were spared from the damage done by the Covid-19 and
Typhoon Odette to commiserate with and assist the victims. | hope that you find it in your heart to
extend help,” Cimatu said in a news statement.

The DENR chief first made the call during the 2021 DENR Yearend Employees’ General Assembly
on December 22, 2021, which was held at the DENR Multi-purpose building. The event was also
launched online via Zoom.

Some 1,600 employees attended the event with 300 on-site and 1,300 via Zoom.

“During difficult times, we should come together and let the bayanihan spirit come to force,” he
added.

In appealing for support for the needy, the DENR chief highlighted the yearend assembly’s theme:
“Patuloy na Malasakit at Pagtutulungan, Sagot sa Pandemya Ngayong Pasko.”


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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Amid pandemic, Cimatu rallies DENR to extend help to
typhoon survivors

One of the efforts of the agency is a donation drive for DENR employees whose families were
severely affected by typhoon Odette. This will be led by the DENR Association of Career Executives
(DENR-ACE), Kalipunan ng mga Kawani sa Kagawaran ng Kalikasan (K4), and DENR Employees
Union (DENREU).

Cimatu has already ordered the DENR Executive Committee to ensure that support will be brought
to the affected employees in Visayas and Mindanao.

During the DENR Yearend Assembly, Cimatu turned over the cash donations to K4 on behalf of the
DENR-ACE for the typhoon Odette relief efforts.

The DENR, on the other hand, also donated the cash prizes intended for the event for the same
cause.

K4 national president and Land Management Bureau-DENREU president Atty. Elizabeth Alexandra
Mary Pimentel has assured that updates will be provided on how the funds were spent in the
affected areas.

According to Pimentel, the K4—through its different chapters—is already “starting a donation drive
in several areas of Visayas and Mindanao.

The DENR has mounted initial relief operations and vowed further assistance to communities hit
hard by Supertyphoon Odette.

To recall, Benny Antiporda flew to Siargao in the immediate aftermath of Supertyphoon Odette on
December 19 to conduct an assessment and provide the first wave of aid to affected communities.

The DENR chief has committed to providing cash assistance to affected communities and DENR
employees in Siargao, Dinagat Islands, Cebu, Bohol, Palawan, and other typhoon-hit provinces.

“One thing that saddened me is the plight of the settlers within the shoreline that was badly hit,”
Cimatu said.

“With this, | will extend all my powers and privileges being the Secretary of the DENR. We will come
to their rescue,” he added.

Image courtesy of Erwin Mascarifias/Greenpeace

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/12/27/amid-pandemic-cimatu-rallies-denr-to-extend-
help-to-typhoon-survivors/
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DENR nangako ng mas maraming ayuda sa mga sinalanta
ng #OdettePH

December 27, 2021 @ 9:26 AM 22 hours ago

Manila, Philippines — Patuloy ang pagtulong ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) sa mga komunidad na naapektuhan ng bagyong Odette.

Makaraan ang pananalasa nito noong Disyembre 16 at 17, agad inatasan ni DENR Secretary Roy
Cimatu si Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns
Benny Antiporda na magbigay ng tulong sa Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte.

“Rather than prepare for a joyous Christmas, | instructed Undersecretary Antiporda to assess and
check the situation there. This is the instruction of the President (Rodrigo Duterte) to me,” ani
Cimatu.

Agad namang tumungo si Antiporda sa Siargao noong Disyembre 19 upang magsagawa ng
assessment at ipamahagi ang unang bugso ng ayuda.

“Initially, we already sent partial relief goods for them a day after the typhoon. Our DENR-Region
11 (Davao) also traveled by land to conduct relief operations,” punto ni Cimatu.

Hinikayat din nito ang mga empleyado na magpaabot ng tulong sa kanilang kapwa.
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DENR nangako ng mas maraming ayuda sa mga sinalanta
ng #OdettePH

“This is an opportunity for those of us who were spared from the damage done by the Covid-19 and
Typhoon Odette to commiserate with and assist the victims. | hope that you find it in your heart to
extend help.”

Nangako rin ng tulong ang pamunuan sa Siargao, Dinagat Islands, Cebu, Bohol, Palawan, at iba
pang probinsya. RNT/FGDC

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-nangako-ng-mas-maraming-ayuda-sa-mga-sinalanta-ng-
odetteph/
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Source:
https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1294157264323490/?app=fbl
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Iba't ibang wildlife species, pinakawalan sa Quezon

DEC 27, 2021, 1:36 PM

Jeanelle Abaricia
Writer

Aabot sa 69 na mga hayop ang isinailalim sa isang linggong rehabilitasyon bago pakawalan sa iba't
ibang "protected areas" sa lalawigan ng Quezon.

Pinakawalan ng Department of Agriculture Calabarzon Regional Wildlife Center (DA-RWC) ang 62
wildlife species sa apat na Protected Area sa lalawigan ng Quezon kamakailan.

Aabot sa 69 na mga hayop ang isinailalim sa isang linggong rehabilitasyon bago pakawalan sa Mount
Banahaw/San Cristobal Protected Landscape, Maulawin Spring Protected Landscape, Quezon
Protected Landscape at Binahaan River Watershed Forest.

Ayon sa mga opisyal ng DA, isang Philippine scops owl ang itinuring nang "unfit for release" habang
isang brown snake naman ang namatay.

"Bago pakawalan ay gumawa ng kulungan na kamukha ng isang natural habitat upang hindi
mabigla, kapag tuluuyang pinakawalan," ani RWC Forester Raymund Mercurio


https://opinyon.net/national/iba-t-ibang-wildlife-species-pinakawalan-sa-quezon#title
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Iba't ibang wildlife species, pinakawalan sa Quezon

Nagsagawa din ang DA ng Communication, education and public awareness sa release site hinggil
sa nakasaad sa RA 9147 o Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act of 2001.

Sa kabuuan ay walong release activities na ang isinagawa ng DA sa huling quarter ng 2021. (Larawan
mula sa DENR Calabarzon)

Source: https://www.facebook.com/168722493140749/posts/4985714038108213/?app=fbl
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Some animals transferred to upgraded homes in newly-
renovated Manila Zoo

Published December 27, 2021 9:40pm

Some animals have already been transferred to their new homes at the newly-renovated Manila Zoo.

According to Oscar Oida's report on "24 Oras," Monday, among those that have been moved include
the Brahminy Kites, Purple Swamp Hens, Collared Doves, and Spotted Doves.

Other animals will also be brought soon including the tigers, lions, deer, and hebras (hybrid of horse
and zebra). However, veterinarian Dr. Chip Domingo said it takes lots of preparation.

"Kailangan ikokondisyon mo. Kailangan hindi masyadong painitan. Normally, either sa umagang-
umaga or bandang hapon. Yung 'di masyadong mainit," he said. "Kailangan safety first."

The Manila Zoo is now in its last stage of renovation and the people in charge have made sure that
it will be world-class and live up to international standards.

Aside from new design and amenities, the animals' homes are also made more presentable, strong,
and fitted with bulletproof glasses, said Public Recreation Bureau of Manila's director, Alipio
Morabe, Jr.

"We went to Singapore, nag-inspection kami at nag-arrive kami sa ganito. Nag-hire kami ng
magagaling na architect para at least, magaya o malagpasan namin ang Singapore Z00," Morabe
said.

A 2,000-square meter aviary will also house birds like peacocks.
Of course, the Manila Zoo wouldn't be complete without the now 49-year-old Mali the elephant.

Manila Mayor Isko Moreno earlier said that the Manila Zoo will hold its soft opening on December
30. It will hopefully open to the public by the second quarter of 2022.

—Franchesca Viernes/MGP, GMA News

Source: https://www.facebook.com/116724526976/posts/10160645868341977/
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Manila’s last lung breathing anew

Among Manila’s other historic sites that had been ‘returned to the people for their enjoyment’ are
the Kartilla ng Katipunan Park, Mehan Garden, Jones Bridge, the City Hall underpass and the
Lawton Garden Park.

®

Published 2 hours ago
on December 28, 2021 04:55 AM
By Pat C. Santos @tribunephl_pat

Thriving flora. A gardener plants ferns inside the Arroceros Forest Park during a visit of environmentalists last month.
/ Photograph by Yummie Dingding for the daily tribune @tribunephl_yumi

Considered as the last patch of green in the City of Manila, the Arroceros Forest Park will be
reopened to the public next year following the completion of development projects there like
walkways.

The “last lung” of Manila, which the previous administration nearly sold, will open its gates anew
following the reopening of the Manila Zoo, the inauguration of the Binagong Ospital ng Maynila
and the socialized housing projects Tondominium 1 and 2.

The Arroceros Forest Park boasts of old trees and numerous varieties of rare plants and flowers. In
November, a group of environmentalists toured the park to see how to best preserve the ecological
enclave.

Among Manila’s historic sites that had been “returned to the people for their enjoyment” are the
Kartilla ng Katipunan Park, Mehan Garden, Jones Bridge, the City Hall underpass and the Lawton
Garden Park.
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Manila’s last lung breathing anew

Manila Zoo will have a soft opening on 30 December for the families of the thousands of
construction workers involved in its renovation.

A “media day” will follow before the zoo’s opening to the public. Entrance fee will be P100 per head
and the number of visitors will be limited based on the Covid-19 guidelines of the government.

City Hall said that the aging elephant Mali remains in good health condition, according to
veterinarians. It added that the elephant has a bigger space to move around and play in the
renovated zoo.

Experts have cautioned against “freeing” Mali in the wild because he has already grown accustomed
to zoo life.

Source; https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2021/12/28/manilas-last-lung-breathing-anew/
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Ayon #ay dating Climare Changs Commisslon Vics Chalr at Slargao natlve
Afty. Lucille Saring. isang “potent combination” ang kahirapan at climate

Crnsis.

Faklnggan ang nagling karanasan nl Atty. Lucllle nang bumallk slya sa
kanivang bayan matapos ang pananalasa ng Bagyong Odefte 53 “The
Howic Severina Podeasl.” Mow streaming on Spolify, Apole Podcasl, Google
Podcast and other platforms

LISTEM FOR FREE HERE:

Spolify: hllps:/sooli.nir3phidJ

Apple Podcast: hitps:/fapole.co/3ebM7eF
Google Podcast: hitps:Abit.lyiE3ssa8b0

Accarding to former Climate Change Commission Vice Chair and Siargao
natiee Atty, Lucille Sering, @ * potent combination ™ of poverty and climate
crisls. Listen to Atty's exparance. Luclle whnen she returned to her
hometown after siorm Odette's 12k on " The Howie Severino Podoast.
Mow streaming on Spolify, Apple Fodeasl, Coogle Podeast and other
platferms. LISTEN FOR FEEE HERE: Spotlfy: https:/spotlfi/3pflJ) Apple
Podcast: hitps:fapple.ca/B3ebl7eF Google Fodoast: hiips:ibitlyi3ssaBb0

Translaled
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We don’t want another Hawail.

When all the big re

sort owners

came to Hawaii. the locals were
now concentrated in one area.
Migration is not based on the

climate crisis but it

's based on

poverty. People are now selling
their land and now they don’t know
what to do once they sell it.

If you put together the

climate crisis p

lus poverty,

it's a potent combination. |
hope they consider that in
their future planning.

ATTY. LUCILLE

former Climate Change

SERING

Commission Vice

Chair, on the displacement of locals due

to poverty and the clim:
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SaeR SR sREs 1 IOTOMEND

ate crisis

CRLX AW

Source: https://www.facebook.com/116724526976/posts/10160645470196977/
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Newly listed Solar Philippines begins construction of Nueva
Ecija plant

ABS-CBN News
Posted at Dec 27 2021 02:59 PM

Solar Ranch or Southeast Asia’s largest solar project will soon rise on a former ranchland developed by Solar
Philippines Nueva Ecija Corporation. Handout

MANILA - Solar Philippines Nueva Ecija Corp (SPNEC) has started the construction of the first
phase of what could be the largest solar project in Southeast Asia.

The proceeds of its P2.7 billion IPO will be used to construct the first 50 MW and the
interconnection facilities for the full 500 MW project as well as to acquire the land for further
expansion, the company told the stock exchange on Monday.

SPNEC said the first 50 MW is expected to begin contributing power to the grid by the end of 2022.

The project, to be installed in Peflaranda, a 4th class municipality in Nueva Ecija, is expected to
create over 5,000 jobs during construction and over 500 jobs once operational, the company said.

"The company is investing in training locals in solar panel installation, given the expected scale of
projects in this area over the coming years," the statement said.

SPNEC said the Department of Energy envisions to source 35 percent of the country's energy from
renewable sources by 2030, which means there is a need to build over 20,000 MW of solar power.

As of December 2020, the country has a total operating solar capacity of 1,021 MW.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160015280780168/?app=fbl
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World Bank backs wind power devt

By Ben Gines Jr.
December 28, 2021

Photo shows one of AC Energy’s wind power projects in the Philippines. PHOTO FROM AC ENERGY FACEBOOK
PAGE

OFFSHORE wind projects can become a pillar of the Philippines' clean energy future, an executive
of the World Bank Group (WBG) said.

"We believe that, with deliberate efforts, offshore wind can become a pillar of Philippines’ clean
energy future,” Jie Tang, WBG Energy Practice Manger for East Asia and Pacific Region, said
during the consultation on the Offshore Roadmap for the Philippines held by the Department of
Energy and World Bank Group in early December.

More than 150 representatives from the public and private sectors, including those from the global
offshore wind industry attended the consultation.

Jie praised the Philippine government's efforts in raising the climate action ambition on the
country's Nationally Determined Contributions, increasing renewable energy targets in the
recently published Philippine Energy Plan for 2020-2040, and participating in a new pilot program
for the early retirement of coal-fired power plants.

New climate agreement will force a rethink of PH energy policy


https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=3776939859&ename=AC%20Energy&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47886&ename=Philippines&lang=en
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World Bank backs wind power devt

The webinar presented the preliminary findings on the Offshore Wind Roadmap for the
Philippines, which included the technical, economic, environmental, social, employment and
financing aspects of establishing offshore wind power projects in the Philippines.

The roadmap also assesses offshore wind's potential role in the country's future electricity mix and
presents practical pathways to deliver a pipeline of bankable projects.

Energy Undersecretary Felix William Fuentebella said offshore wind can help the country achieve
key objectives. "This study will help the DoE (Department of Energy) power the Filipino economy
through clean, cost effective, financeable technology that will also create new local supply chain
opportunities and transform the lives of men and women and the generations to come" he said.

During the webinar, key industry actors and stakeholders were consulted for feedback on the draft
Offshore Wind Roadmap for the Philippines.

State of doing business and the goal for momentum

"Through excellent collaboration with the DoE, our partners BVG Associates (with Arup and Puno
Law), and many other stakeholders, we have developed our proposed way forward for offshore
wind in the Philippines,” WBG Offshore Wind Development Program co-lead, Mark Leybourne
said.

"It is now time to share that more widely and get further feedback," he continued.Bruce Valpy,
BVG Associates Team Lead, shared his optimism about collaborating with the Philippine
government and industry players.

"We are keen to help the Government of the Philippines make the right decisions about offshore
wind, finding a route to provide consumers with reliable, stable, affordable, and clean power while
growing an industry that provides safe, long-term jobs," Valpy said.

"There are challenges to address, but with this positive spirit, offshore wind can deliver much
benefit to the Philippines over the next 20 years," Valpy added.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/12/28/business/top-business/world-bank-backs-wind-
power-devt/1827403
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“We really need support and more allles. If they see how much has been
done and how many heclares nave been saved lrom illegal activily, | think
there are 2,000 hectares saved, considering how close this is to Metro
Ianila. if we are able 10 sustain that, grabe iyon. How impossible is that?
Yet, we made it happen.”

“If we can do it here, we can do it anywhere else.”

https:/fwww.esquiremag.ph/.. Jann-dumaliang-bilie-dumaliang-... €&

ESQUIREMAG PH
Ann and Billie Dumaliang and Their Fight for Masungi
Faced with armed thugs and wealthy crminals, the Dumaliang sistars hold. ..

Source: https://www.facebook.com/1591599464459612/posts/3267062993579909/?app=fbl
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Climate change: There's no turning back now

Bv Agence France-Presse

December 28, 2021

PARIS: Across a quarter century of United Nations climate conferences tasked with saving humanity
from itself, one was deemed a chaotic failure (Copenhagen/2009), another a stunning success
(Paris/2015), and the rest landed somewhere in between.

This year's COP26 inspired all these reactions at once.

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg, leading a 100,000-strong march through the streets of Glasgow,
dismissed the two-week meet as a "greenwashing festival."

But dedicated experts in the negotiating arena hailed solid — even historic —advances in beating
back the existential threat of global warming.

More often than not, observers vacillated between approval and criticism, hope and despair.

"The Glasgow Climate Pact is more than we expected, but less than we hoped for,” Dann Mitchell,
head of climate hazards at Britain's Met Office, said with haiku-like economy.

Gauging the efficacy of measures announced at the COP26 summit largely depends on the yardstick
used to measure them.

Compared to what came before, the first-ever call by 196 countries to draw down coal-fired power,
or a promise to double financial aid each year — to roughly $40 billion — so poor nations can brace
for climate impacts, are giant steps forward.

Likewise a provision obliging countries to consider setting more ambitious targets for reducing
carbon pollution every year rather than once every five years.

But all these hard-won gains at COP26 shrivel in significance when stacked up against hard science.

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/12/28/news/national/climate-change-theres-no-
turning-back-now/1827425
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The impact of air pollution on child health

December 28, 2021

In this file photo taken on Nov. 5, 2021, commuters make their way along a street amid smoggy conditions
in New Delhi. Even as its capital is blanketed by toxic smog, India leads the charge to weaken anti-coal
pledges at the COP26 summit with experts saying it is prioritizing its economic growth over the planet’s
future. AFP PHOTO

NEW DELHI: Air pollution is a global public health crisis and air pollution levels in India are among
the highest in the world, posing a heavy threat to the country's health and economy. According to
the 2019 World Air Quality Report, India is home to 21 of the 30 most polluted cities in the world.
In these cities, air quality can be as much as 10 times over the safe limits of air pollution
recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO).

Why is air pollution such a significant issue?

Loss of life

According to the State of Global Air 2020 report, air pollution was the fourth leading risk factor for
early death worldwide in 2019 and is estimated to have caused 1.7 million premature deaths in India
in that year. The burden of disease due to air pollution is higher in low- and middle-income
countries, causing about 91 percent of premature deaths.

Economic losses

While the hazardous impact of air pollution on health is well recognized, its negative economic
impact is less investigated. Lost output from premature deaths and morbidity attributable to air
pollution accounted for economic losses of $28.8 billion and $8 billion, respectively, in 2019. In India,
economic losses from air pollution were equivalent to 1.36 percent of the country's gross domestic
product (GDP).
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The impact of air pollution on child health

Why are children at higher risk?

According to a WHO report, every day around 93 percent of the world's children under the age of
15 years breathe air so polluted that it puts their health and development in serious danger. Children
are at greater risk than adults from the many adverse health effects of air pollution owing to a
combination of behavioral, environmental and physiological factors. Some key reasons for this
higher risk include:

— Children are more susceptible because their lungs, brain and immune system are still developing
and their respiratory tract is more permeable.

— Children breathe more air per kilogram of body weight, so their exposure to air pollution is much
greater than adults. The consequences of their exposure — through inhalation, ingestion, or in utero
— can lead to illness and other lifetime health burdens.

What are the effects of air pollution on children’s health and development?

Air pollution is one of the leading threats to child health, globally accounting for almost one in 10
deaths in children under 5 years of age. Around 8.8 percent of deaths in children under the age of 5
in India in 2017 can be attributed to air pollution, according to a Lancet study. Some effects on
children's health and development include:

1. Serious respiratory illnesses

Air pollution causes more than 50 percent of acute lower respiratory infections in children under 5
years of age in low- and middle-income countries. It can lead to asthma, childhood cancers, chronic
diseases, poor lung function, pneumonia and other types of acute lower respiratory infection.

This study from Delhi observed a statistically significant positive association between air pollution
(PM10 level) and the prevalence of lower respiratory tract symptoms. These symptoms were more
prevalent in girls than in boys. Every third child in Delhi has impaired lungs due to the high level of
pollutants that are present in the city's air.

2. Premature births, infant deaths and a negative impact on child growth

Pregnant women exposed to polluted air are more likely to give birth prematurely and have small,
low birth-weight children. A recent study from India revealed a negative impact of exposure to air
pollution during the first trimester of pregnancy on child growth indicators.

Air pollution contributed to nearly 5,00,000 infant deaths worldwide in 2019. In India, a fifth of
neonatal deaths from all causes can be attributed to air pollution.

This Lancet study indicates a plausible link between air pollution and stunting in children.
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The impact of air pollution on child health

3. Negative impacts on children's neurodevelopment

Prolonged exposure to polluted air negatively impacts neurodevelopment in children. According to
the WHO, new research has shown an association between prenatal exposure to high levels of air
pollution and developmental delay at age 3, as well as psychological and behavioral problems later
on, including symptoms of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, anxiety and depression. Air
pollution affects children's learning process by exacerbating respiratory illnesses, fatigue, school
absenteeism and attention problems.

What is the way forward?

India has taken the following steps at the central and state levels to control pollution and improve
air quality:

1. National Clean Air Program

The government of India's National Clean Air Program is a powerful step in acknowledging and
resolving the problem of deteriorating air quality. It is a national-level strategy to tackle the
country's air pollution challenge, calling for a 20- to 30-percent reduction in particulate matter
pollution by 2024.

2. Performance-based funds transfers to cities

In 2020, the central government allocated approximately $1.7 billion to fight air pollution in 42
Indian cities that have a population of more than 1 million. This is conditional on these cities
reducing their air pollution levels by 15 percent every year. It is the world's first performance-based
fiscal transfer funding program for air quality management in cities.

3. Coordinated action to improve air quality

Parliament approved a law in August 2021 to establish the Commission of Air Quality
Management for better coordination, research, identification and resolution of problems related to
air quality in the National Capital Region and adjoining areas.

However, much more needs to be done. The air pollution challenge in India is inherently
multisectoral. Policies and investments supporting cleaner transport, power generation and
industry; energy-efficient homes and better municipal waste management will reduce key sources
of outdoor air pollution. Experiences in tackling air pollution in cities suggest three possible ways
forward:

— Disseminating information about the problem and health risks.

— Providing incentives to cities/states and other stakeholders for tackling air pollution.

— Building institutions that support air quality management. This requires sufficient funding and
a sustained focus on capacity building.
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The impact of air pollution on child health

The right combination of political will, appropriate implementation and a strong compliance
mechanism from both government and the private sector are required to move forward. Given
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent announcement that India aims to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070, the time to act is now.

BY DR VINOD KUMAR ANAND, IPS

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/12/28/opinion/columns/the-impact-of-air-pollution-
on-child-health/1827407
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PWERSA NG GOBYERNO, MAMAMAYAN SA REHAB

ULTIHATUN

NI BENNY ANTIPORDA

@WWLREMLPM Omm-:c\wmmunmn OXRENMI.PN

December 27, 2021 @ 8:16 PM 9 hours ago

SINABI ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na lahat ng nasa kamay ng pamahalaan na pondo, materyales
at tauhan ay gagamitin sa pagbangon ng mga nasalanta ng bagyong Odette.

Kung iisipin, katapusan na ng taon at pwede na talagang gamitin ang resources ng pamahalaan na
natitira para sa taong ito.

Kasama na riyan ang mga pondo sa kalamidad na nakalaan para sa huling tatlong buwan ng taong
ito, ang hawak na pondo ng Malakanyang para sa nhasabing panahon, mga pondong nalalabi ng iba’t
ibang ahensya ng gobyerno at iba pa.

Sa halip na itabi ang mga ito, ituring na savings o natipid, gamitin na lang sa rehabilitasyon ng mga
nasalanta.

Gayunman, dapat maingat na hugutin ang mga ito nang walang malalabag na batas at naaayon sa
pangangailangang emergency o pangkalamidad.

At dapat ding wala ni isang sentimo ang mapuntas sa bulsa ng mga korap at sa halip, sa mga biktima
at sa mga serbisyo at proyektong kinakailangan.

MGA PINSALA

Ayon sa Department of Social Welfare and Development, umabot sa nasa apat milyong mamamayan
o mahigit 1 milyong pamilya ang napinsala o naapektuhan.
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PWERSA NG GOBYERNO, MAMAMAYAN SA REHAB

Marami sa mga ito ang nawasakan o nasiraan ng tahanan, pananim, hayupan, pangisdaan, negosyo
at iba pa.

Iba pa ang may 378 na nasawi at nasa 60 na nawawala.

Sa kabuuan, umabot na sa P20 bilyon ang halaga ng pinsala sa agrikultura at ari-arian, kasama ang
mga ari-arian ng pamahalaan.

Partikular sa elektrisidad, sinasabing ilang buwan ang aabutin bago maibalik nang buo ang suplay
rito at apektado rin dito ang komunikasyon sa telepono, operasyon ng mga bangko at iba pa.

Ganyan katindi ang pinsala na hindi biro-biro at madaling gawan ng matagalang solusyon.
MALALAKING TULONG NG MGA DAYUHAN
Bilyon-bilyong piso ang halaga ng cash, pagkain at materyales ang itinutulong ng ibang mga bansa.

Kasalukuyan nang ipinamamahagi ang mga tulong na galing ng China, Japan, United States at iba
pang bansa habang hihintayin pa natin ang pagdating ng mga pangakong tulong ng iba.

Iba pa ang mga tulong na ibinibigay ng mga dayuhang naninirahan sa Pilipinas bilang mga
asosasyon o indibiduwal.

Sana naman, wala tayong mabalitaan na maligaw sa mga mall ang mga bigay na pagkain, materyales
at iba pa gaya ng nangyari kay bagyong Yolanda.

Ang iba, inangkin ng mga opisyal at ang bilyon-bilyong pondo, nawala at ang itinayong mga bahay,
pawang mga substandard.

TULONG NG MAMAMAYAN

Malaking tulong din ang pagkilos ng lahat ng mga mamamayan na hindi napinsala at nagbigay
kahit bahagi ng kanilang isinsubo para sa kanilang mga pamilya.

Sa pagtutulungan ng lahat, aahon din sa gutom at paghihirap ang mga sinalanta ni Odette.

Source: https://www.remate.ph/pwersa-ng-gobyerno-mamamayan-sa-rehab/
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Each Odette-hit province to receive P20 million in
livelihood aid —DTI

By MA. ANGELICA GARCIA, GMA News
Published December 27, 2021 11:52pm

Provinces affected by Typhoon Odette will receive livelihood assistance from the Department of
Trade and Industry, Secretary Ramon Lopez said Monday night.

In President Rodrigo Duterte's weekly Talk to the People briefing, Lopez said they plan to give
P8,000 to P10,000 in livelihood assistance to 2,000 mivro entrepreneur beneficiaries per province
affected by Odette.

"On the part of DTI, 'yong moving forward po sa amin 'yong pagbigay ng kabuhayan. In all our
visits, nag-assess po kami ng mga kailangang tulungang mga micro SMEs," Lopez said.

(We assessed the micro businesses that needed help.)

"Ang estimate po namin magiging 2,000 ang beneficiary per probinsiya. Kung 2,000 'yan at bawat
isa ang programa natin ay P8,000 to P10,000 kada micro entrepreneur para mabigyan ng
pangkabuhayan package," he added.

(Our estimate is about 2,000 beneficiaries per province. Our program allocates P8,000 to 10,000
per micro entrepreneur.)

Lopez said each province will be allocated P20 million.
"So total po, P100 to P150 million ang ating magiging initial assistance," he said.
(Our initial assistance will total P100 to P150 million.)

For now, he said, the DTI already has P8.2 million that will be allocated to 300 profiled micro,
small, and medium enterprises affected in Siargao.

He added that this week, the DTI will also distribute the livelihood aid to 1,000 beneficiaries in
Regions 6, 7, 8, and Caraga.

"Pangsimula pa lang 'to pero sabi ko mag-a-allocate tayo ng P100 to P150 million. Magsimula muna
sa P8 million para this week may mabigyan na," he said.

Lopez also said the SB Corporation will get P500 million for microfinancing to help affected
MSMEs.

A total of 1,074, 169 families or 4,204,601 people were affected by the typhoon in MIMAROPA,
CARAGA, the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao and Regions, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council said. — BM, GMA News

Tags: Typhoon Odette, Odette, Department of Trade and Industry, dti, news

Source: https://www.facebook.com/116724526976/posts/10160646067081977/
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P10K pamasko ni Duterte sa mga gov't worker

NEWS
By Abante Tonite Last updated Dec 27, 2021

May pahabol na bonus si Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte sa mga empleyado ng gobyerno bago
matapos ang taong 2021.

Nilagdaan niya ang Administrative Order No. 25 na magbibigay ng hanggang P10,000 sa mga
manggagawa ng gobyerno bilang pagkilala sa kanilang serbisyo.

Kabilang sa tatanggap nito ang mga regular, contractual o casual employee ng mga ahensiya ng
gobyerno. Kasama rito ang mga nagtatrabaho sa mga unibersidad at kolehiyo ng pamahalaan at
mga government-owned and controlled corporation (GOCC).

Pati na mga tauhan ng militar, kapulisan, Bureau of Fire Protection, Bureau of Jail Management
and Penology, Bureau of Corrections, Philippine Coast Guard at National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority kasama rin sa mabibiyayaan ng service incentive.

Nakasaad sa kautusan na nilagdaan ni Pangulong Duterte na nararapat lamang pagkalooban ng
insentibo at kaukulang ayuda ang mga empleyado ng gobyerno na naapektuhan hindi lamang ng
pandemya kundi maging ng iba’t ibang kalamidad na naganap sa bansa.

Nakapaloob din sa administrative order na pinapayagan ang Senado, Kamara, hudikatura, Office
of the Ombudsman, at mga constitutional office na mayroong fiscal autonomy na bigyan ng
benepisyo ang kanilang mga empleyado na ayon sa nakalaang pondo. (Issa Santiago)

Source: https://tonite.abante.com.ph/pl0k-pamasko-ni-duterte-sa-mga-govt-worker/



https://tonite.abante.com.ph/category/news/
https://tonite.abante.com.ph/author/newusertwo/
https://tonite.abante.com.ph/p10k-pamasko-ni-duterte-sa-mga-govt-worker/

MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 45

AUTHORIZING THE GRANT OF SERVICE RECOGNITION INCENTIVE TO
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES FOR FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2021

WHEREAS, Section (4)(h) of Congress Joint Resolution (JR) No. 4 (s. 2000)
authorizes the grant of (i) incentives o reward an employee's loyalty to government service
and contributions to the agency’s continuing viable existence; (ii) incentives as rewards for
exceeding agency financial and operational performance targets to motivate employee
efforts toward higher productivity; and (jii) other existing benefits to be categorized by the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) as incentives;

WHEREAS, Section (17)(iv) of JR No. 4 provides that the President, upon the
recommendation of the DBM, is authorized to update the Compensation and Position
Classification System for civilian personnel and the Base Pay Schedule for military and
uniformed personnel, as well as policies on and levels of allowances, benefits, and
incentives applicable fo all government personnel;

WHEREAS, Administrative Order (AQ) Nos. 19 (s. 2019) and 37 (s. 2020)
authorized the grant of Service Recogniticn Incentive to government employses for Fiscal
Years 2019 and 2020, respectively, in recognition of their hardwork, commitment and
dedication to public service;

WHEREAS, the government continues to acknowledge all public servants for their
collective and unceasing participation in and invaluable contribution to the establishment
of streamlined government pracesses and responsive delivery of services to the public,
especially in the midst of the prevailing public health emergency due to the COVID-19
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative to provide reasonable incentives and assistance to our
public servants, who are impacted not only by the pandemic, but also by various natural
calamities;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE, President of the Republic of
the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Service Recognition Incentive for Employees in the Executive
Department. This Order authorizes the grant of a one-time Service Recognition Incentive
(SRI) at a uniform rate not exceeding Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00) for each of the
following personnel in the Executive Department:

a. Civilian personnel in national government agencies (NGAs), including those in
state universities and celleges (SUCs) and govemment-owned or -controlled

THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES



corporations (GOCCs), occupying regular, contractual or casual positions; and

b. Military personnel of the Armed Forces of the Philippines under the Department
of National Defense, and uniformed personnel of the Philippine National Police,
Bureau of Fire Protection, and Bureau of Jail Management and Penology under
the Department of the Interior and Local Government, the Bureau of Corrections
under the Department of Justice, the Philippine Coast Guard under the
Department of Transportation, and the National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority under the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources,

SECTION 2. Conditions on the Grant of the SRI. The grant of the SRI shall be
subject to the following conditions:

a. The civilian personnel are accupying regular, contractual or casual positions;
b. The personnel are still in the government service as of 30 November 2021;

c. The personnel have rendered at least a total or an aggregate of four (4) months
of satisfactory service as of 30 November 2021, inclusive of services rendered
under any of the alternative work arrangements prescribed by the Civil Service
Commission;

d. Those who have rendered less than a total or an aggregate of four (4) months of
satisfactory service as of 30 November 2021 shall be entitled to a pro-rated share
of the SR, as follows:

Length of Service Percentage of the Incentive
3 months but less than 4 months 40% ?
2 months but less than 3 months 30% B
1 month but less than 2 months 20%
| Less than 1 month 10%

and

e. The employees have not received any additional year-end benefit in FY 2021 over
and above the benefit authorized under Republic Act (RA) No. 6686, as amended
by RA No. 8441,

SECTION 3. Exclusion from the Grant of the SRI. Those engaged without
employer-employee relationship and whose compensation are funded from non-Personnel
Services (PS) appropriations/budgets are excluded from the grant of the SRI, such as:

a. Consultants and experts engaged for a limited period to perform specific activities
or services with expected outputs;

D. Labarers engaged through job contracts (pakyaw) and those paid on piecework
basis;

c. Student workers and apprentices; and



d. Individuals and groups of peaple whose services are engaged through job orders,
contracts of service or others similarly situated.

SECTION 4. Funding Source of the SRI for Employees in the Executive
Department. The funding source for the grant of the SRI to employees in the Executive
Department shall be governed by the following:

a. For NGAs, including SUCs, and military and uniformed personnel, the amount
required shall be charged against the available released Personnel Services (PS)
allotments of the respective agencies under RA No. 11518 or the “FY 2021
General Appropriations Act (GAA)";

In case of deficiency, the amount required may be charged against the
Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses alloiment of the concemed
govemment agency, subject to the rules on modification in allotments under
Section 72 of the General Provisions of the FY 2021 GAA, and other pertinent
budgeting, accounting and auditing rules and regulations;

b. For GOCCs, the amount required shall be charged against their raspeclive
approved corporate operating budgets (COBs) for FY 2021 only; and

¢. Should the identified funding source prove insufficient to cover the maximum
allowable rate of the SRI, a lower but uniform amount shall be paid to all qualified
employees of the NGA or GOCC.

SECTION 5. SRI for Employees in the Legislative and Judicial Departments and
Other Offices Vested with Fiscal Autonomy. Employees of the Senate, House of
Representatives, Judiciary, Office of the Ombudsman and Constitutional Offices vested
with fiscal autonomy may likewise be granted & one-time SR by their respective heads of
office at a uniform rate not exceeding Ten Thousand Pesos (#10,000.00) each, chargeable
against the available released allotment of their respective agencies, subject to the
conditions set in Section 2 hereof. Should the identified funding source prove insufficient
to cover the maximum allowable rate of the SRI, a lower but uniform amount shall be paid
to all qualified employees of the concerned office,

SECTION 6. SRI for Employees in Local Government Units (LGUs).

a. The grant of the one-ime SRI to employees In LGUs, including those in the
barangays, shall be determined by their respective sanggunians depending on the
LGU's financial capability, subject to the PS limitation in LGU budgets under RA
No. 7160 or the "Local Gavemment Code of 1891," and the conditions set forth in
Section 2 hereof, at a uniform rate not exceeding Ten Thousand Pesos
(*10,000.00), chargeable against their respective FY 2021 local govarnment funds.
Should the identified funding source prave insufficient to cover the maximum
allowable rate of the SRI, a lower but uniform amount shall be paid to all qualified
employees of the LGU; and

b. In determining the amount of the SRI, the sanggunians shall exercise prudence and
judicious use of government funds, ensuring that the expenditure is reasonable and
will not, in any way, adversely affect the delivery of services to the public.



SECTION 7. SRI for Employees in Local Water Districts (LWDs). LWDs may also
grant the SR to their employees at a uniform rate to be determined by their Boards of
Directors (BOD), which shall not exceed Ten Thousand Pesos (R10,000.00) each,
chargeable only against their respective BOD-approved FY 2021 COBs, subject to the
conditions set forth in Section 2 hereof. Should the identified funding source prove
insufficient to cover the maximum allowable rate of the SRI, a lower but uniform amount
shall be paid to all qualified employees of the LWD.

SECTION 8. SRI for Employees in Agencies Exempted from the Coverage of RA
No. 6758, as Amended. NGAs and GOCCs exempted from the coverage of RA No. 8758,
as amended, may also grant the SRI to their employees at a uniform rate to be determined
by their governing boards or agency heads, which shall not exceed Ten Thousand Pesos
(R10,000.00) each, chargeable against the NGA's available funds and the GOCC's FY
2021 COB, subject to the conditions set forth in Section 2 hereof. Should the identified
funding source prove insufficient to cover the maximum allowable amount of the SRI. a
lower but uniform amount shall be paid to all qualified employees of the concemed agency.

SECTION 8. Payment Date, The payment of the SRI to all qualified government
employees shall not be earlier than 21 December 2021,

SECTION 10. Supplemental Guidelines. As may be necessary, the DBM shall issue
supplemental guidelines to effectively implement this Order.

SECTION 11. Separability. If any provision of this Order is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, the other provisions not affected thereby shall remain valid and
subsisting.

SECTION 12. Repeal. All issuances, orders, rules and regulations or parts thereof

which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Order are hereby repealed or modified
accordingly.

SECTION 13. Effectivity. This Order shall teke effect immediately following its
publication in the Cfficial Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 24tn day of Decembar , In the year
of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-One.

By the President:

/\\_J Ly

SALVADOR C. MEDIALDEA
Executive Secretary




28 DECEMBER 2021, Tuesday

/ / / J/ A
VAR / / y e
/ / J // A

v 4 . ;/ 7 Lo L=
y / y LA H :
/ - o '." - =
mpcl_§ ) il
. vl .
- v’ »
l - :
c 0 |
. - g’ —.— —
.

|STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE




§ STRATEGIC December 28, 2021 [] Headtine

COMMUNICATION & 0 R oo [ editorial
st NI TIATIVES phllﬁta r [ ] cotumn
—
N SERV|CE GLOBAL 10f2 [] opinion
Page D Feature Article

DOH sees increase in Metro Manila's COVID-19 cases,
positivity rate

(Philstar.com)
- December 27, 2021 - 3:21pm

People with large baggages start arriving at the Parafiaque Integrated Terminal Exchange (PITX) in Parafiaque City
before dawn on Dec. 23, 2021 to catch their buses as they head to their respective provinces early to avoid the influx of
passengers for the Christmas weekend.

The STAR/Miguel de Guzman

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health said Monday it has observed increases in Metro
Manila’s COVID-19 cases and virus positivity rate in the recent week.

“Nationally, the average cases remain lower in the recent week and case classification is still at
minimal risk. However, increases in cases and positivity rate in the recent week were observed in
National Capital Region and 14 of 17 of its areas,” DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said
in a briefing.

According to Vergeire, the capital region remained under minimal risk classification for COVID-19
with a -3% growth rate in cases and an average daily attack rate of 0.69 per 100,000 individuals over
the last two weeks.

However, the region showed a positive growth in COVID-19 cases in the recent week at 49%.

The average reported cases in Metro Manila increased by 49% from the previous week, now
averaging 115 cases per day.


https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2021%2F12%2F27%2F2150372%2Fdoh-sees-increase-metro-manilas-covid-19-cases-positivity-rate%2Famp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philstar.com%2Fheadlines%2F2021%2F12%2F27%2F2150372%2Fdoh-sees-increase-metro-manilas-covid-19-cases-positivity-rate%2Famp
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DOH sees increase in Metro Manila's COVID-19 cases,
positivity rate

Vergeire also said the positivity rate in the capital region rose to 1.5% from December 19 to 25 from
only 0.7% from December 12 to 18. Positivity rate in neighboring Calabarzon also increased to 0.9%
from 0.5%.

The national positivity rate was also higher at 1.3% in the recent week from 0.9% reported in the
previous week.

Positivity rate refers to the percentage of people who have tested positive from all those who
underwent testing.

“We are seeing an uptick in cases but it's not significant enough yet. But it is an alarm, it is a warning
for us that cases might start to increase so we need to help each other out,” Vergeire said.

According to the health official, there was an uptick in hospital admissions in Metro Manila, but
only 18% of the beds are occupied.

The capacity of the national health systems also remained at low risk.

The DOH reported 433 additional COVID-19 cases Sunday, bringing the total number of infections
to over 2.83 million. Of the figure, only 0.3% were active cases. — Gaea Katreena Cabico

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/12/27/2150372/doh-sees-increase-metro-
manilas-covid-19-cases-positivity-rate/amp/
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OCTA Research Group sees uptick in COVID-19 cases in NCR

ABS-CBN News
Posted at Dec 27 2021 10:18 PM

An uptick in Metro Manila's COVID-19 cases.
The increase is observed as another omicron case is detected in the country.

But an expert doubts the new variant is already causing a surge in the country. - The World
Tonight, ANC, December 27, 2021

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/12/27/21/octa-sees-rise-in-covid-19-cases-in-ncr
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Coronavirus can stay in body for months, US study finds

Posted at Dec 27 2021 07:54 AM

The coronavirus that causes Covid-19, Sars-CoV-2, can spread within days from the airways to the
heart, brain and almost every organ system in the body, where it may persist for months, a study
found.

In what they describe as the most comprehensive analysis to date of the virus's distribution and
persistence in the body and brain, scientists at the US National Institutes of Health said they found
the pathogen is capable of replicating in human cells well beyond the respiratory tract.

The results, released online on Saturday in a manuscript under review for publication in the journal
Nature, point to delayed viral clearance as a potential contributor to the persistent symptoms
wracking so-called long Covid sufferers.

Understanding the mechanisms by which the virus persists, along with the body's response to any
viral reservoir, promises to help improve care for those afflicted, the authors said.

"This is remarkably important work," said Ziyad Al-Aly, director of the clinical epidemiology centre
at the Veterans Affairs St. Louis Health Care System in Missouri, who has led separate studies into
the long-term effects of Covid-19.

"For a long time now, we have been scratching our heads and asking why long Covid seems to affect
SO0 many organ systems. This paper sheds some light, and may help explain why long Covid can
occur even in people who had mild or asymptomatic acute disease."

The findings haven't yet been reviewed by independent scientists, and are mostly based on data
gathered from fatal Covid-19 cases, not patients with long Covid or "post-acute sequelae of Sars-
CoV-2," as it's also called.

The coronavirus's propensity to infect cells outside the airways and lungs is contested, with
numerous studies providing evidence for and against the possibility.

The research undertaken at the NIH in Bethesda, Maryland, is based on extensive sampling and
analysis of tissues taken during autopsies on 44 patients who died after contracting the coronavirus
during the first year of the pandemic in the US.

The burden of infection outside the respiratory tract and time to viral clearance isn't well
characterized, particularly in the brain, wrote Daniel Chertow, who runs the NIH's emerging
pathogens section, and his colleagues.

The group detected persistent Sars-CoV-2 RNA in multiple parts of the body, including regions
throughout the brain, for as long as 230 days following symptom onset. This may represent infection
with defective virus, which has been described in persistent infection with the measles virus, they
said.

In contrast to other Covid-19 autopsy research, the NIH team's postmortem tissue collection was
more comprehensive and typically occurred within about a day of the patient's death.

The NIH researchers also used a variety of tissue preservation techniques to detect and quantify
viral levels, as well as grow the virus collected from multiple tissues, including lung, heart, small
intestine and adrenal gland from deceased virus patients during their first week of illness.
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Coronavirus can stay in body for months, US study finds

"Our results collectively show that while the highest burden of Sars-CoV-2 is in the airways and
lung, the virus can disseminate early during infection and infect cells throughout the entire body,
including widely throughout the brain,” the authors said.

The researchers posit that infection of the pulmonary system may result in an early "viremic" phase,
in which the virus is present in the bloodstream and is seeded throughout the body, including across
the blood-brain barrier, even in patients experiencing mild or no symptoms. One patient in the
autopsy study was a juvenile who likely died from unrelated seizure complications, suggesting
infected children without severe Covid-19 can also experience systemic infection, they said.

The less-efficient viral clearance in tissues outside the pulmonary system may be related to a weak
immune response outside the respiratory tract, the authors said.

Sars-CoV-2 RNA was detected in the brains of all six autopsy patients who died more than a month
after developing symptoms, and across most locations evaluated in the brain in five, including one
patient who died 230 days after symptom onset.

The focus on multiple brain areas is especially helpful, said Al-Aly at the Veterans Affairs St. Louis
Health Care System.

"It can help us understand the neurocognitive decline or 'brain fog' and other neuropsychiatric
manifestations of long Covid," he said.

"We need to start thinking of Sars-CoV-2 as a systemic virus that may clear in some people, but in
others may persist for weeks or months and produce long Covid - a multifaceted systemic disorder."

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/spotlight/12/27/21/coronavirus-can-stay-in-body-for-months-
us-study-finds
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UPDATE AND MESSAGE OF THE DAY

Ngayong huling linggo ng taon, panatilihin ang kaligtasan ng bawat isa mula sa COVID-19. Patuloy na pagsunod ng Minimum Public
Health Standards para makaiwas sa posibilidad ng hawaan ng COVID-19. Kasabay nito ang ating pagiging alisto sa mga sintomas.

(02)886-505-00, 0915-777-7777, 0 sa 09 0919 977-3333, para sa karampatang gabay.
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Bawal na magtayo ng bahay sa tabing dagat
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