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dressing climate change

"YHERE is a blue
sky behind climate
change thick clouds.

Very recently, the government of Presi-
. dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. geared up, fol-
' lowing up on his pledge on July 25 during
his first State of the Nation Address, and
scaled up its response to cushion the impact
of global warming.

Malacanang said that climate change,
which refers to long-term shifis in tempera-
tures and weather patterns, and its effects
are major issues the 64-year-old President
Marcos will address throughomhis slx«year
term ending in June 2028.

Simply put, “climate mnge means a

change of climate attributed directly or in-

directly to human activity that alters the
oomposmon of the global atmosphere which

is in addition to natural climate variability

observed over comparable ti 4
N Ma!a»canang said proof of the govern-
ment’s commitment is the allocation of P453
billion for climate change adaptation and
mitigation programs in the 2023 Natlonal
Expenditure Program.

Inhis letter to the House o ives
_before it started dehbmnons on the
p{opmednahanalbudset,theﬁe&dmtsmd
the country needed to “increase capacity
building for natural disaster resiliency”
and “dlsaster-ptoof “plmimng of our
communities.” o

wu -Malacanang
said proof of the
government's
commitment is the
allocation of P453
billion for climate
change adaptation

| and mitigation
programs. in the 2023
National Expenditure
‘Program

Also
tar agreed to bolster their partnership for
climate change mitigation, with both sides
agreeing to focus cooperation on knowledge

recently the Philippines and Qa-

and technology sharing to minimize the con-
sequences of the global environmental issue.

The Philippine side, as a state
UNFCCC (UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change), Kyoto Protocol, and Paris -
Agreement renewed its commitment to ful-
fill its Natmnally Determined Contribution
to

to the -

“75 percent the country’s green-

house gas emissions.

Foreign Ma. Theresa
Lazaro and Qatar Secretary General Ahmed
Hassen Al Hammadi reviewed this month
the progress of the two countries’ bilateral
relations, including cooperation in the areas
of culture, tourism, education, sports, trade,
investment, and the economy.

It is heartening to note that both sides
also discussed opportunities and ways to
enhance and expand partnerships, as well as
exchange views on climate change mitiga-
tion and regional and international issues.

During his first State of the Nation Ad-
dress, President Marcos Jr. outlined his plan
to increase the country’s use of renewables
as part of the country’s climate agenda.

Although one of the top gas exporting
countries in the Middle East, Qatar had re-
peatedly affirmed its commitment to sup-
port the transition to low-carbon energy
and backed global efforts to assist countries
most vulnerable to climate change.

The Joint Consultation Meeting. formal-
ized with the signing of a 2019 memoran-
dum of understanding, will serve as the pri-
mary dialogue mechanism with Qatar at the

vice-ministerial level.

The Qatar Ministry of Foreign Affairs
hosted the inaugural meeting in Doha, with
the second expected to be held in Manila
next year,

Now we look up and see a sign of hope in
an otherwise negative situation,

Al
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Climate and pandemlc
~alarmists engage in
“manipulation of fear
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Marcos administration bliﬂdly adopt
costly and goofy programs to control “

climate change'and prevent epidem-
ics, 1 want to call attention to a new

‘concern voiced by international

media about how these issues are be-

ing fanned today through the overt
manipulation of public fear and the
hype of the alleged dangers, in order

to promote radical reform and secure

financing. P’MakabentaAS




N STRATEGIC T Sisge 1984
&a {\Cg:-wumcanom / 4 l% % grg EDITORIAL CARTGON
! STORY STORY
w INITIATIVES e an[ a lmeﬁ PAGE %I °
e  SERVICE ; "3 ; * : 1, DB - 3= 22
TITLE : PAGE W 2—- DATE
B MAKABENTA FROM A1

Climate and pandemic alarmists
engage in manipulation of fear

Fearmongering is on the march, and
people are being scared silly by what
various media are witlessly spreading.

Public panic is a very bad guide for
policymaking, and governments are
wisely warned about the danger from
this to national well-being.

Fearmongering

Fearmongering, or scaremongering,
is a form of manipulation that causes
fear by using exaggerated rumors of
impending danger (Wikipedia).
According to evolutionary psychol-
ogy, humans have a strong impulse
o pay attention to danger because
awareness of dangers has been im-
portant for survival throughout our
evolutionary history. The effect is
amplified by cultural evolution when
the news media cater to people’s ap-
petite for news about dangers.
Fearmongering can have strong psy-
chological effects, which may be intended
or unintended. One hypothesized effect
is mean world syndrome in which
people perceive the world as more dan-
gerous than it really is. Fearmongering
can make people fear the wrong things,
and use too many resources to avoid
rate and unlikely dangers while more
probable dangers are ignored.

Manipulation in the record

On January 7 this year, the [ssues
and Insights (1&1) website published
a hard-hitting commentary entitled
“What climate scare and pandemic
fearmongering have in common.”

“Climate alarmists have said it's
necessary to ratchet up the fear about
global warming to get the public's
attention. It's the same story with
the coronavirus outbreak. Authorities
wanted to strike fear in the people,
so they exaggerated the lethality of a
virus that is deadly to only a narrow
demographic segment,” it said.

1&1 made a thorough review of how
the scare campaign has been propa-
gated in the media, and asked readers
to compare what is in the record:

Global warming, 1988, "We have to
offer up scary scenarios, make simpli-
fied, dramatic statements, and make
little mention of any doubts we might
have,” about global warming, said Stan-
ford climatologist Stephen Schneider.

Pandemic, 2020. Britain’s Scientific
Pandemic Influenza Group on Behavior
wamexd “that ministers needed to increase
'the perceived level of personal threat’ from
Covid-19 because ‘a substantial number of
people still do not feel sufficiently person-
ally threatened’,” the London Telegraph
reported last year in its coverage of “A state
of fear. How the UK govemment weapon-
ized fear during the Covid-19 pandemic,”
by Laura Dodsworth.

Global warming, 2014. The aca-
demics who wrote a paper pub-
lished in the American Journal of
Agricultural Economics said their
article "provides a rationale for” the
tendency of "news media and some
pro-environmental organizations”
to accentuate or even exaggerate “the
damage caused by climate change.”

"We find,” they wrote, "that the
information manipulation has an
instrumental value.”

Pandemic, 2020. The Scientific
Pandemic Influenza Group on Be-
havior recommends the perception of
fear regarding the coronavirus needed
to "be increased among those who
are complacent, using hard-hitting
emotional messaging.”

Global warming, circa 2001, Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville cli-
matologist John Christy, lead author
on the 2001 United Nations' climate
report, had lunch with three Europe-
an colleagues who talked about "how
they were trying to make the report so
dramatic that the United States would
just have to sign the Kyoto Protocol.”

Pandemic, 2021. The New York
Times’ "overblown” warnings “must
be viewed in context of the Gray Lady's.
wider lock-down-the-world agenda,”
says the New York Post’s Steve Cuozzo.
“T'he paper rarely reports unqualified
hopeful news about taming the virus.”

Global warming, 2004. NASA sci-
entist James Hansen, who is the god-
father of climate alarmists, wrote in
Scientific American that an “"emphasis
on extreme scenarios may have been
appropriate at one time, when the
public and decision-makers were rela-
tively unaware of the global warming
issue.” In the next sentence, he added
that, “now, however, the need is for
demonstrably objective climate-forcing
scenarios consistent with what is realis-
tic under current conditions.”

Pandemic, 2021. *1 did a simple
Google search of 'recent coronavirus
news teports’,” says psychologist Ilisa
Kaufman in Psychology Today. "The
first random five headlines had the
words, ‘death toll rising, 'new infec-
tions, and ‘thousands of Covid cases,
hundreds of deaths’ Those were the
first five. Also, it is May 2021, a full 14
months since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Absolutely nothing reassuring,
hopeful, or non-alarming,” She goes on
to suggest "some ways (o help correct
or prevent mental health consequences
from the 'fear porn’ industry.”

We're not fully convinced the lock-
downs were conspiratorial dry runs to
accustom the world to future restric-
tions handed down under the guise
of "fighting" global warming, But as
we said when the lockdowns were still
relatively new, "observant and cun-
ning politicians have gone to school”

and were thinking over the possibility
they could “use the pretext of a climate
emergency to control Americans and
break the back of capitalism.”

The chilling fact here to be afraid of
— is not of a falling sky or a virus that
we hopeis on the wane, but of those ea-
ger to stir up dread and anxiety so they
can exercise the raw power they covet.”

Covid-19 and lockdowns

This month on August 26, 1&1 made
an acute warning about lockdowns:

"For over about two-and-one-half
years, Covid-19 has killed a little more
than 1 million Americans and another
5.5 million in the rest of the world, It's
agrim toll. Atleast its deadly effects will
decrease as it becomes endemic.

The same can't be said for the lock-
downs. Their poison will be killing
victims for years.

A recent article from the London
Telegraph posted in Yahoo News tells
the story of ‘experts” helieving ‘deci-
sions taken by the government in the
earliest stages of the pandemic may
now be coming back to bite!

‘Policies that kept people indoors,
scared them away from hospitals
and deprived them of treatment and
primary care are finally taking their
toll; said the Telegraph.

For more than three months, excess
deaths in England and Wales have
averaged around 1,000 a week, and
none are due to Covid.

It's not as if the decision-makers
weren't wamed. Robert Dingwall, a Not-
tingham Trent University professor and
a government adviser during the pan-
demic, told the Tefegraph that ‘the picture
seems very consistent with what some of
us were suggesting from the beginning’

On ourside of the Atantic, from April
2020 through at least the end of 2021,
Americans died from non-Covid causes
atan average annual rate 97,000 in excess
of previous trends, saysa National Bureau
of Economic Research paper.

It further contends that ‘excess
mortality continues into calendar year
2022, though it's safe to say they will
persist well past that date.

The lockdowns have not only been
deadly, they brought economic catas-
trophe (which has its own lethality —
economists even have a multiplier they
use to calculate deaths due to unemploy-
ment); an agonizing mental health crisis;
delayed child development; and possibly
irreversible educational losses.”

Wreck of global
warming narrative

l.ast vear, 1& called the global warm-
ing narrative a wreck. It said the cli-
mate alarmists’ narrative "continues
to crash into reality.”

“To start with, how do they explain
that three new studies show warming
from 2001 to 2019 'was driven by
increases in absorbed solar radiation,
not human emissions’? Sure, the eco-
activists will do what they always do:
obfuscate, dodge, change the subject
and call out the 'science deniers!

They will do the same when con-
fronted with the news that the last six
months were the coldest on record in
Antarctica. Just one of those places in
a warming world, they say, where it
happens to be more frigid than usual.

‘As Antarctica holds about 90 per-
cent of all the ice on the planet, what
happens in Antarctica will have major
effects on the rest of the world, Dis-
covering Antarctica, a partnership of
organizations that includes the United
Kingdom's Foreign and Common-
wealth Office, said some years ago.

More recently, we were told that ‘Ant-
arctica is headed for a climate tipping
point by 2060, with catastrophic melting
if carbon emissions aren't cut quickly’

Maybe the record-breaking winter in
Antarctica is simply an anomaly on the
way to that tipping point’ But Richard
Lindzen, professor emeritus of atmo-
spheric sciences at the Massachusetts
Instifute of Technology, has noted that
across the world “temperatures at any
given location” are ‘almost as likely to be
cooling as warming’ So while one region
is warming (or cooling), another some-
where is cooling (or warming). It's useless
to argue otherwise. Of course, if Antarc-
tica had just gone through its warmest
winter on record, the news would be
filled with stories of how it's irrefutable
evidence of impending doom.

The alarmist narrative has also been
beaten back by the facts, as the hysteria
about ‘sea level, hurricanes and other
weather extremes, is ‘based on the ille-
gitimate cherry-picking of starting dates
for the trends; says Lindzen.

Furthermore, the widely accepted,
often-used assertion that says 97 per-
cent of scientists agree that the climate
and our earthly environment are in
trouble due to warming is a blatant
case of misinformation. Lindzen
calls it “a bizarre fantasy’ concocted
through ‘various shenanigans’

The global warming scare is more
than three decades old, yet the disas-
ter that's been forecast on a nearly
daily basis since the late 1980s has
yet to arrive. That's the reality, that's
the brick wall that the alarmists keep
banging their heads into. That's the
fact they refuse to acknowledge.

No wonder, the fearmongers have
replaced the term 'global warm-
ing’ with ‘climate change’ And now
they are testing a shift from ‘climate
change’ to ‘climate emergency’.”

yenobserver@gmail.com
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: Mukhang may planong ipagbawal ang pagbebenta ng mga

: : gbopmammkbo ng gasolina at diesel para mabawasan
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P “The bill also proposes a
- - *" * ment system for the public disclosur
ofaﬂmmlngtax and revenue data in
the extractive industries value chain. ~ Mr. Dawilan noted that assigning
r als e gOV t reve nue but Eleanor L. Roque, head of the Tax ~  rovalty collection duties to the Bureau of
Advisory and Compliance Divisionof  Internal Revenue (BIR) isanew move. .
* P&A Grant Thornton, said that fiscal - “This is correct as in fact the roy-
poses rlSk tO FDI grO“T l h ‘rationalization will promote transpar- alties paid by mining contractors are
ency and level the playing field. actually taxes which should be under
dmt ‘Ita!sg mﬁﬁrﬁestlwd@d@twn- % the]nrisdiﬁtlonofthe BIR,” he added.
Catmﬂusandpru toenmremat i ary powers on the taxes Stock market analysts
By Luisa Maria JacintaC. e e getting the most benefit fom and charges that canbe ey STORY said that the new fiscal
Jocson Reporter this industry. These are our natural *  imposed on a particular regime will likely not
resources. Once mined, we cannever  contract. | think it will  impact investor appetites.
THE proposed new fiscal regime get them back so maximizing benefits ~ encourage responsible Mercantile Securities
to govern the mining sector is ex- for our country should also be a major and conscientious miners. Corp. Head Trader Jeff
pected to strengthen the position of consideration,” she said inane-mail. A!ﬂpughmwmasan i = Radley C. See said in a Viber
responsible miners and benefit the She said the Philippines should industry is potentially a Read the ulstory by message that the mining
qovernment, which will receivea  export high-value products which huge source of revenue  *501S T SEEe MY inglustry anticipated these
fairer share of the revenue generated  have already been processed. for the government, ing the [in}
by the industry, analysts said, though “In most cases, the products we - mgmﬂd‘sﬁllgﬁ’m pit g ning
miners warned that investors may export have low value because the
electtogo elsewhereasaresult. important processing steps are doné
“The new fiscal regime may ben-  abroad. So, the income realized here
efit the government more as it aims in the Philippines is also very low
for simplification and fair share,more ~ which, in turn, means low govern-

50 as policy makers look to achieve
fiscal consolidation over the course of
the several years without necessarﬂy
burdening other revenue sources,”
Security Bank Corp.’s Chief Economist
Robert Dan J. Roces said in an e-mail.

“As such, this will help man-
age and stabilize the high fiscal
and debt-to-GDP ratios on top of
economic recovery,” he added.

The House of Representatives’
Committee on Ways and Means last
week approved a new fiscal regime
which raises the tax rate on the min-
ing sector to 51% from 38%.

The measure aims to increase
government revenue from mining
to P75 billion in its first full year of
implementation.

Under the proposal, a royalty of
5% will be imposed on the market
value of gross output of large~sca!e
mining operations.

A minimum government share of
60% of net mining revenue, including
all taxes and charges, will also be
imposed on all mining operations,

A 10% export tax will also be
levied on the market value of mineral
ore exports to. encourage domestic
ore processing.

(e |

_ ment share and taxes. Then, we

' import those same products after
-ﬂrey have been processed atavery

-~ high value. Encouraging the process-

ing to be done here in the Philippines
will also transfer the much-needed
technology to our workers and
skilled laborers,” she added.

* Tax Management Association of
the Philippines President Fulvio D.
Dawilan said that the measure will be
good for both the emrironment and

" the economy.

“The accrual of the royalties paid
by large-scale metallic mining opera-
‘tions into a Natural Resource Trust
Fund is a new concept. The fund re- "
dounds to the benefit of the localities
affected by the mining operations.
There are therefore clear beneﬁts to
the affected local govemment units,
including the use of the funds for the
rehabilitation of abandoned mines,”
he said in an e-mail.

“Also, the requirement for the
small-scale miners to get tax identi-
fication (numbers) as a requisite for
registration with the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau and Mining Boards

€ wlll place them on the radar of the

X authorities. This will require them

:bay their fair share of taxes on the

generated from their mining
actmﬁés headded.” - %
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Water lack worsening food insecurity—\WB

By Car L. ORDINARIO
¥ @caiordinario

S the Philippines struggles
Atn address supply issues of

key commodities, another
major commodity—water—isalso
expected to present serious, urgent
problems, according to an expert
from the World Bank.

In the Washington-based lend-
er’s blog, World Bank Water Global
Practice Global Director Saroj Ku-
mar Jha—citing estimates made
by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF)—said water demand
will outstrip supply by 40 percent
in less than a decade.

Globally, Jha said 2 billion
people still lack safe-drinking
water and 3.6 billion people are
still in need of safe sanitation.

In the Philippines, the Nation-
al Economic and Development
Authority (Neda) said 57 million
Filipinos have to fetch water for
their families from communal
pipes or springs or wells up to
250 meters away.

“Water is a basic human right—
but it is also a finite resource. Wa-
ter scarcity is a growing problem,
with one in four people living in
water-scarce areas,” Jha said. “The

global water crisis undermines -

our ability to produce food, pro-
tect livelihoods, and build strong
economies.”

. Jha said water security is far
from being realized in many coun-
tries, with an estimated $150 bil-
lion needed each year to deliver
universalsafe whter and sanitation
globally.

P100-B needed
IN the Philippines, the Nedasaid,
the country needs toinvest P100

billion annually between 2020

and 2030 to meet the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs).
The total price tag to improve
the country’s water and sani-
tation situation is P1.1 trillion
by 2030.

The scale of the needed in-
vestments, Jha said, cannot be
addressed by just one institu-
tion alone. These efforts require
greater collaboration between
gov'ernment, businesses, and
civil society.

“Thescale ofinvestment needed
requires the involvement of the pri-
vate sector and innovative financ-
ing mechanisms to complement
limited government resources,

transforming efficiency and resil-
ience in water-dependent sectors
such as agricultyre, energy, and
industry—and in urban water sup-
ply,” Jha said.

In the Philippines, one of the
primary solutions is to create the
Department of Water which aims
to address the fragmented man-
agement of the country's water re-
sources.

Thereareatleast 30 agenciesre-
lated to the creation of policy and
regulation for thewater sector. This
includes the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR), the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA), the National
Water Resources Board (NWRB),
and various local water districts,
among others.

SEE “WATER,” A2

Water.

CONTINUED FROM A1

Neda said the creation of an
apex bodv for water policv and a

Energy Regulatory Commission
(ERC), would be ideal for the wa-
ter sector.

This will not only create order

in the management of a very im-
nartant natural resonree but alsn
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BY FRANCIS EARL CUETO

YHE National Disaster Risk Reduction

Monday said that damage to infrastructure
due to tropical depression “Florita” has reached

and Management Council (NDRRMC) on

===y

_:Florlta damage
reaches P500

in the said regions.

The majority. of them come
from Tloces with 93 infrastruc-
ture, amounting to P474,580,000.

Cagayan Valley had nine
damaged infrastructure worth
P24,400,000.

P500 million.

According to the latest situa-

the damage to infrastructure in

the Ilocos Region and Cagayan
tion report from the NDRRMC,  Valley is now at P498,980,000.
They are from 102 infrastructures

The reported damage accord-
ing to the Department of Agri-
culture has reached P3,414,672
in the Ilocos Region's agriculture
sector due to Florita,

The National Irrlgallon Admin-
istration reported P10,850,000
damage in Calabarzon.

Meanwhile, Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region (CAR) and
Bicol Region, and three bridges
in llocos Region and Cagayan
Valley also remained impassable.

A total of 72 houses were also
affected by the storm — 47 in
Cagayan Valley, 24 in Ilocos Re-
gion, and one in the CAR.

Out of the said number, 68
were partially damaged, and four
were totally damaged.

Some 129,768 individuals or
31,936 families from 486 villages
in the llocos Region, Cagayan
Valley, Central Luzon, Calabar-
zon, CAR, and the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) were affected
by the storm.

Meanwhile, 286 displaced
families or 993 individuals are

still inside 20 evacuation centers.
The NDRRMC also said that

- the reported death toll remained

at three and the number of re-
ported injured individuals was
at four.

Atotal of P7,701,996.21 worth
of assistance was already provid-
ed to affected individuals in the
Ilocos Region, Cagayan Valley,
Calabarzon, Bicol Region, CAR
and NCR. -
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Sarangani drafts reso -
to declare Mount Busa
local conservation area

By ManueL T. Cayon
¥ @awimailbox
Mindanao Bureau Chief

AVAO CITY—Saranganl
; Dprovmce has drafted a
provincial board resolu-
~ tion to delineate Mount Busa as

a local conservation area (LCA)
and community consultations

are being conducted in villages

around Sarangani’s last ecologi-
cal frontier.
Board MemberIrish LouieArna-

do, chairman of the Committeeon

Natural Resources, Environmental

Protection, and Energy, said the

resolution strengthens its protec-

tion and conservation measures -

from destructive human activi-
ties, such as small and large-scale
mining, fimber—poaching, wildlife
hunting, illegal logging, “kaingin”
or slash-and-burn farming, collec-
tion of wildlife species or byprod-
ucts, land conversion, and others.

According to the Environmen-
tal Conservation and Protection
Center (ECPC), Mount Busa is a
vast mountain range that covers
107,275 hectares in the town of
Kiamba, but also covers Maitum
and Maasim in Sarangani, and
those of Lake Sebu and Tboli in
South Cotabato. Ithasathickand
mossy forests and the mountainis
considered the western watershed
in Mindanao.

"ECPC Executive Director Cor-
nelio Ramirez, said thelegislation

.ing Mount Busa *

- wasurgentto declare Mount Busa
an LCA' “because the flora and
fauna resources in Mount Busa

are vulnerable, irreplaceable, a'nd
are criticallyendangered species.”
'He emphasized that preserv-
is protect-
ing the criticallyendangered

‘Philippine Eagle, rufous horn-
bill or kalaw, Mindanao flying
. lizard, dwarf reed snake, Phil-
" ippine tarsier, orchid species
- like ‘waling-waling,’ and some
potentially new frog species.”

__Ramirez said the declaration
of Mount Busa as an LCA should
“add more teeth to our protection
efforts and enforcement of vari-

‘ous environmental laws.”

Theresolution states that with-
in 90 days from its approval, the
LCA Management Council would
create a technical working group
of various stakeholders to formu-
late an LCA Management Plan for

‘Mount Busa.

Public hearings for the draft

- provincial resolution were con-

ducted in Maitum, Kiamba, and
Maasim on August 25 and 26.

‘Invited to these community gath-

erings are representatives from

tribal groups, government and

nongovernment organizations.
The provincial information

office said the public hearings

also became an opportunity for
the ECPC-Sarangani to widen its

education and information reach

on protecting Mount Busa.
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FISHERS PROTEST CONSTRUCTION
OF SEAWALL IN GEBU TOWN

CEBU CITY—A group of fisher-
men has sought the help of an

environment nongovernmen-
tal organization to address their

concern over the construction of .

structures within the coastal ease-
ment zones in a village of Medellin
town in northern Cebu after fail-
ing to get the government to act
on their seven-year-old complaint.

Merdivina Tuico, the lead
complainant, said some people
who owned beach houses and es-

tablishments in Barangay Daan-

lungsod constructed sea walls
and have closed the access to the
sea, to the detriment of fishermen
and other residents in the area.

“Our shores were heavily
damaged because of the struc-
tures that were put up by the
lot owners,” Tuico said in a
statement sent to Oceana Phil-
ippines, a nonprofit ocean con-
servation organization.

“We, fishermen, as well
as those who want to visit the
shores to breathe fresh air no
longer have clear access to the
shores,” she added.

Tuico said they had raised
this concern since 2016 and per-

~ sonnel of the Provincial Envi-

ronment and Natural Resgurces

Office had visited the place in the
same year but the agency had
not presented any result yet.

“Fishermen no longer have an
area where they could put their
pumpboats. We hope our appeal
will not fall on deaf ears,” she said.

Under Presidential Decree
No. 1067 or the Water Code of the
Philippines, building of structures
of any kind within a zone of three
meters in urban areas is prohib-
ited as this area is subject to the
easement of public use in the in-
terest of recreation, navigation,
floatage, fishing and salvage.

Easement zones are the
minimum distance from bod-
ies of water that should remain
clear of,prwate structures.

Not heard

Analiza Rescuera, another
complainant, called on the gov-
ernment to listen to the plea of
fishers.

“We, ordinary people, have
not been heard. Are the laws
of the sea intended for the rich
only? We hope there will be ac-
cess roads leading to the shores
and a place where fishermen
can park their boats,” she said.
—ADOR VINCENT MAYOL INQ :
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may consider another round of
annual salary increases for govern-
ment employees starting 2024 as
the scope of the Salary Standard-

2023 the economic managers said.

for next year includes an appro-
priation for a study on the need
and level of the next round of sal-
ary increases in 2024 onward,”

Diokno told reporters on Friday.
Budget Secretary Amenah F.

nance Commission for Govern-
ment-Owned and Controlled
Corporations has been given a

next SSL. -
“The budget for the study of

will. amount to- P49.5 million,”

Budget
tee’s (DBCC) briefing for the

- House Co -on Appropria-
tions on Friday.

Of the proposed P5.268-tril-
lion national expenditure pIan for
2023, P1.631 trillion or 31% of the
total is earmarked for personnel

 services. This is 16.1% higher than'

this year’s ailocation for person-
nel services.

‘Salary, S
from S1/1 ¢ R

At the same briefing, ACT
Teachers Party-list Rep. Francis-
ca “France” L. Castro expressed
support for the salary increase,
citing how the purchasing power
of Filipinos is being eroded due to
faster inflation.

Inflation quickened to 6.4%
in July, the fourth consecutive

! rn?nth it exceeded the central
bank’s 2-4% target band. The sev-

en-month average stood at 4.7%,
reflecting the impact of soaring

| transport, fuel, and food expenses.

Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. Chief Economist Michael
L. Ricafort also cited inflation as a
probable reason for the proposed
adjustment, while noting the hike
in daily minimum wage hikes in

_ various regions this year.

“The adjustments, just like in

: recentyears, are also partly meant
| to attract more talent, in view of

more competitive salaries in the
private sector and also versus
much higher salaries abroad for
some workers who are attracted
from the government,” Mr. Rica-
fort added in a Viber message.

““The national budget proposal
Finance Secretary Benjamin E.
Pangandamari said the Gover-

budget to conduct a study for the

the next salary standardization -

she said mgﬂm Development o
dination Commit-

~ agencies,” she added.

galary hlke for gov’t
employees eyed in 2024

THE MARCOS administration

“ Mr. Diokno said that part of
the sfl.ldy would assess the sus-
tainability of further salary hikes
amid the tighter fiscal space and

~plans to ‘fightsize’the bureau-
ization Law (SSL) is only until

cracy.
Ms. Pangandamn told law-
' makers that the govemment can
renew the individual contracts
of an estimated 150,000 contract
of service (COS) and job order

- (JO) worke:s inthe National Gov-

erl‘imelit and even engage new
services under similar contracts,
until Dec. 31,2022, .

“Since. said deadline is a]ready

- approachmg, the DBM con-

ducted focus group discussions
this month with departments and

agencies to check their readiness

- regarding the mmlementahﬁn of

said governmant contracts start-
ing 2023, Ms. Pangandaman said.

“However, all of them are re-
questing exténsmn onthe engage-

" ment of COS and JO for about two

[to] three years in order for them
to have ample time to absorb

" their existing qualified JO and

COS as necessary. The DBM will
have a meeting with the office of
the chair of the CoA (Comnussmn
on Audit) regarding said pmp@'d
of the different departments and

Safé}y, S1/10

S i B TR e
§ ‘I&“"

Mr. Ihcafort said the govern-
ment should also consider the lim-
ited funds, especially with the debt
incurred during the pandemic.

“Government service is an im-
portant part of nation building.
As far as proper compensation,
people in government should
be top of mind in terms of keep-

ing up with high inflation and

its effects. Note, however, that

and subsequent critical fiscal
decisions have to be made.” said
UnionBank of the Philippines,
Inc. Chief Economist Ruben Car-
10 O. Asuncion in a Viber message.

The SSL was signed by then
President Rodrige R. Duterte in
2019, the fifth law to date which
implemented an increase in the an-
nual salary of government workers.

The law’s implementation
schedule is Jan. 1 of every year

‘until 2023, covering all person-

nel, whether they are “regular,
casual, or contractual; appointive
or elective; and on full-time or
part-time basis.” — Diego Gabriel
C. Robles . L=

higher salaries mean more costs |
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Rules-based
solutlon urged
on China sea row

SEN. Francis Tolentino ycsterday
said any set!lemenr mched w;th

uonachparunmtofﬂchnml

Comm:ttec of the Communist
rPhrty China said his country
f@? to continue” proper
dmloguc in a bid to find a
settlement” of the territorial and
maritime dispute,
- “It should be mis%based it

should notstray %c
B e : s e
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JUN 17 2022

DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
NO.: 2022- 14

SUBJECT : MANUAL OF AUTHORITIES ON
FINANCIAL MATTERS .

In the interest of the service and in order to align the delegated
authorities of certain DENR Officials with the existing organizational
structure, the Manual of Authorities on Financial Matters is hereby
prescribed .

The attached Manual shall enhance transparency/accountability
and serve as reference to expedite the processing/approval of
documents pertaining to financial matters. It shall provide guidance
to Officials and employees on the delegated authorities at the
Central Office, Bureaus, and Regional/Field Offices.

 This Order shall take effect ir-‘ri’fhediately and supersedes DENR
Administrative Order No. 2014-04 dated March 26, 2014 and all
other issuances inconsistent herewith.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1 ZHMze-GaEIU|rlq2VhMxt._lW?GCPVH_uNiew?usp=sharing

MT - Aug. 30, 2022




