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Cimatu-led task force seeks more funding for
early completion of Bicol, Cagayan river rehab

Published on: August 29, 2021
By DENR

QUEZON CITY -- Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary and
Task Force Build Back Better (TF BBB) chairperson Roy A. Cimatu is pushing for the early
completion of the removal of sandbars in Bicol River from 2025 to 2023, and in the Cagayan
River from 2028 to 2025.

To accomplish these, Cimatu requested the Department of Budget and Management (DBM)
for additional P1.45 billion and P3.2 billion funding assistance to purchase new equipment for
the dredging operations in Bicol and Cagayan River Basins, respectively.

Part of the proposed funding for the Cagayan River dredging activity is for the restoration and
replacement of 40 floodgates along the Naga-Calabanga embankment worth P64.1 million.

Cimatu said the TF BBB's achievements in the restoration of the river basins of Cagayan, Bicol,
and Marikina are proof that the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) can finish
the project faster and more cost-effective than by hiring private contractors.

"This is really a big policy shift and | hope the next administration will continue this. They cannot
afford not to continue this," Cimatu said.

"You can just imagine if we bid these out to contractors, baka wala pa sa kalahati nagagawa
natin ngayon," he added.

Cimatu, who likewise heads the Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation, Mitigation and
Disaster Risk Reduction said that while priority funding should be made to address the
pandemic crisis, "priority should likewise be given to equally important efforts on climate change
and disaster mitigation programs meant to assure the country of its food security and prevent,
or at least minimize loss of precious infrastructures due to flooding."

"If we invest now, the best option is to already have these pieces of equipment this year,"
Cimatu said noting the TF BBB’s initiatives "will go a long way in accelerating the recovery of
the country from the social and economic disruptions from the global pandemic."”

The Cagayan River Dredging Plan consists of eight phases with projected completion within
the first quarter of 2025 with the additional equipment. The undertaking, however, will likely
extend until 2028 if limited to DPWH's existing fleet.

Meanwhile, the Bicol River Dredging Plan is scheduled to be finished by the end of 2025 using
the present fleet of DPWH equipment but can be shortened by two years if request for additional
equipment is granted. (DENR)

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2021/08/29/cimatu-led-task-force-seeks-more-
funding-for-early-completion-of-bicol-cagayan-river-rehab
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Talk of casino spurs alarm: Will Boracay be

gaming paradise?
BYMA. STELLA F. ARNALDO AUGUST 30, 2021

RESIDENTS and business owners opposed the idea of any casinos operating on Boracay,
often hailed as the crown jewel of Philippine tourism.

One source whose company manages a string of resorts in the country, including Boracay, told
the BusinessMirror: “Boracay already has its own natural market WITHOUT the casinos! In fact
it's this [administration] that has put out this script that Boracay has a carrying capacity ergo, it
capped the number of flights and the number of guests entering the island, right? It only means
that it has reached the maximum number of guest—so the argument that Boracay needs
additional warm bodies [now of the wrong type : gamblers] is null and void.”

Restaurateur Nowie Potenciano, owner of the popular Sunny Side Cafe, worried “about the
changes that the entry of Chinese casinos will have on Boracay. While there will be visitors
coming in, | fear it will be at too high a price. As we’ve seen in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, a
beach paradise radically transformed by Chinese casinos, the character of Boracay will become
unrecognizable.

And with the entry of casinos comes crime, prostitution, and displaced locals—all of these we
do not want to happen to the island. | would prefer that investment in Boracay is better in the
direction of wellness and a return to nature.

These have always been the island’s strengths and will be the sustainable way to go moving
forward.”

Prior to Boracay’s closure, casinos already operating there were those owned by Alpha Allied
Holdings Ltd. in juice king Alfred Yao’s Movenpick Resort & Spa, Crown Regency Resort and
Convention Center of the Cebu-based King family, and Paradise Garden Resort Hotel and
Convention Center of entrepreneur Joey Pefa. Other investors with gaming licenses include
Leisure and Resorts World Corp. (LRWC) in partnership with Galaxy Entertainment of Macau,
taipan Andrew Tan’s Alliance Global in Savoy Hotel, and Hotel Soffia owner Archibald Po.

The Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force, chaired by Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu,
earlier requested the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. to pull out all the gaming
licenses of casinos operating on the island before its closure on April 26, 2018, as well as those
stil to be constructed. (See, “Cancel Boracay casino licenses, TF tells Pagcor,” in
the BusinessMirror, October 22, 2018.)

Duterte, in a public conversation with select members of the Cabinet on August 26, said he
allowed the operation of a casino on Boracay because he needed government revenues. In
Filipino he said, “Forgive me for the contradiction. We don’t have any money now, so | will get
it from wherever | can. If it's from gaming, then so be it.” Duterte in 2018, called Boracay a
“cesspool” after seeing images of a drain pipe spewing untreated sewage into the waters of
Bulabog Beach.

A long-time businessman on Boracay, who requested anonymity, believes Duterte’s remarks
are just meant to deflect attention from “the Senate blue ribbon investigation into [the
overpriced] face shields and face masks. Galaxy has yet to put up one single post [on its
property]. There is no earthmoving activity. If ever they get the go-signal to operate, it would be
three years before the project will be completed. | don’t see how it will help generate revenues
for him.”


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/stella/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2018/10/22/cancel-boracay-casino-licenses-tf-tells-pagcor/
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The businessman added, “If the casinos will help and donate a quarantine facility and donate
more bed capacity in our hospital, then they will be helpful. If the casinos are only for foreign
tourists, then it will have no conflict with the locals.” If the previous casinos will be allowed to
reopen, he also doubted they would operate during the pandemic.

“They will just lose. Boracay now is close-open, close-open because of the changing
community quarantines. Hotels and other businesses are having difficulty with this.”

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/08/30/talk-of-casino-spurs-alarm-will-boracay-be-
gaming-paradise/
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Casino sa Boracay, aprub na kay Duterte

August 29, 2021 @ 8:02 AM 22 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines — Aprubado na ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte ang operasyon ng casino
sa isla ng Boracay.

“The President has given his go-signal allowing the operation of a casino in Boracay. Prior to
this directive, casino establishments have not been operating in the island,” sinabi ni
Presidential spokesperson Harry Roque.

Hindi naman pinangalan kung anong casino ang tinutukoy ng pangulo.

Bago nito ay nauna nang nagpahayag ng interes ang isang Macau-based na kumpanyang
Galaxy Entertainment Group.

Maging ang may-ari ng Megaworld na si Andrew Tan ay nagplano ring magtayo ng casino-
resort sa nasabing isla.

Matatandaang noong Pebrero 2018 ay tahasang sinabi ng pangulo na hindi niya papayagan
ang pag-ooperate at pagtatayo ng mga casino sa bansa.

Paglilinaw naman ng Palasyo sa pagbabago ng desisyon, bahagi umano ito ng kanilang
revenue-generating efforts upang makapagdagdag ng pondo para sa COVID-19
response. RNT/JC

Source; https://www.remate.ph/casino-sa-boracay-aprub-na-kay-duterte/
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PRRD praises Ramon Ang for Pasig River rehab efforts

By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos August 27, 2021, 10:24 am

MANILA — President Rodrigo Duterte on Thursday heaped praises on San Miguel Corp. (SMC)
president Ramon Ang for extending assistance to the government to restore the Pasig River.

Duterte thanked Ang for helping the government using his own money without asking for
something in return.

This, after Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu told Duterte that Ang has doubled to PHP2 billion
the budget for the project to clean up and rehabilitate the Pasig River.

“‘Nakikita kong tao na magtulong sa ating bayan, nagvo-volunteer, walang [kondisyon] at
gumagastos pais Ramon Ang (The person who volunteers to help the country without the
condition is Ramon Ang),” Duterte said. “lyan lang ang masabi ko kay.. Eh napag-usapan
namin si Ramon Ang eh. Ako saludo ako diyan (That’s all | can say about Ramon Ang. | salute
him).”

Pasig River has been named as the world’s most polluting river when it comes to plastic waste,
according to the scientific study released by the Rotterdam based Ocean Cleanup.

PASIG RIVER REHAB. San Miguel Corporation launched its PHP2-billion Pasig River rehabilitation initiative, which will extract
50,000 metric tons of silt and solid waste per month from the historic river, or 600,000 metric tons per year, using advanced and
specialized equipment. The project is supported by the DENR, DPWH, DILG, the Philippine Coast Guard, and Metro Manila local
governments, including Manila, Mandaluyong, Makati, and Pasig. (Photo courtesy of SMC)

The study found that the 27-kilometer Pasig River, which runs through Manila, accounts for
63,000 tons of plastic entering oceans from rivers per year.

SMC, in partnership with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), has
started its five-year Pasig River clean-up effort.

In June this year, Ang announced that the budget for the major river rehabilitation project was
doubled to PHP2 billion.

SMC is targeting to extract around 50,00 metric tons of silt and waste from the Pasig River
every month, or a total of 600,000 metric tons per year from the river.

The company has already acquired advanced and specialized equipment for the Pasig River
rehabilitation project.

The project is SMC’s second maijor river rehabilitation initiative. Last year, the company also
launched the PHP1-billion cleanup of the 27-kilometer Tullahan-Tinajeros River for the
rehabilitation of Manila Bay. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1151787
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Waste-to-energy policy to be 1ssued

August 29, 2021 at 06:25 pm
Alena Mae S. Flores

The Department of Energy came out with a draft circular prescribing the policies and programs
to promote and enhance the development of waste-to-energy facilities.

“The DOE deems the necessity to issue a policy to further support as well as address issues
and concerns in the development of WTE projects in the Philippines,” the draft circular, which
is still under public consultations, said.

WTE refers to an energy system with a process of converting WTE feedstock with various
technologies, usually the conversion of non-recyclable waste materials into usable heat,
electricity or fuel through a variety of processes.

WTE will be classified as another kind of renewable energy source.
The DOE said it recognizes that WTE facility projects simultaneously achieve the twin socio-

economic benefits of local government units’ solid waste management and provision of
additional source of power supply.

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/363582
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PH logs nearly 18K new Covid-19 recoveries

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor August 29, 2021, 5:01 pm

, LOVID=19

MANILA — The country’s total number of recovered coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases
has reached 1,777,693 after 17,922 new recoveries were reported on Sunday.

In its latest case bulletin, the Department of Health (DOH) noted that recoveries account for 91
percent of the total case count which has reached 1,791,003 since the start of the pandemic
last year.

Meanwhile, 18,528 new infections brought the total number of active cases nationwide to
143,221.

About 95.3 percent of these active cases are mild, 2 percent are asymptomatic, 0.6 percent
are critical, 1.1 percent are severe, and 1 percent are moderate.

Some 101 new deaths were also reported, pushing the country’s total number of Covid-19
fatalities to 33,109.

According to DOH data on Aug. 27, about 27.9 percent of 66,225 who were tested turned out
positive for Covid-19.

"About 285 duplicates were removed from the total case count, and of these, 204 are
recoveries. Moreover, 38 cases previously tagged as recoveries were reclassified as deaths
after final validation,” it added.

All laboratories were operational Aug. 27 while seven laboratories were not able to submit their
data to the Covid-19 Document Repository System.

The DOH noted the seven non-reporting laboratories contribute, on average, 2.7 percent of
samples tested, and 2.1 percent of positive individuals based on data in the last 14 days.

To date, 71 percent of 4,100 intensive care unit beds, 64 percent of 20,300 isolation beds, 70
percent of 14,800 ward beds, and 55 percent of 3,100 ventilators are utilized by patients with
Covid-19 nationwide.

Meanwhile, 66 percent of 1,400 intensive care unit beds, 63 percent of 4,700 isolation beds,
73 percent of 4,200 ward beds, and 59 percent of 1,100 ventilators dedicated to patients with
Covid-19 are in use in the National Capital Region. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1151983
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18,528 new COVID-19 cases push
Philippines' caseload to 1.95 million

Philstar.com August 29, 2021 | 4:02pm
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Residents receive their first dose of Moderna vaccine at the "Vaccine Express" of Vice President Leni
Robredo's team in San Pedro Laguna on Aug. 28, 2021.

MANILA, Philippines — Health authorities on Sunday reported 18,528 new coronavirus cases,
bringing the country's overall count to 1,954,023.

The Department of Health said seven laboratories did not submit test results in its latest tally.

e Active cases: 143,221 or 7.3% of the total
e Recoveries: 17,922 bringing the total to 1,777,693
e Deaths: 101, or now 33,109 in total or 1.69% of total cases

Variant cases increasing, too

e The Department of Health also reported Sunday the detection of 516 Delta (B.1.617.2)
variant cases, 73 Alpha (B.1.1.7) variant cases, 81 Beta (B.1.351) variant cases, and 41
P.3 variant cases in the latest batch of whole-genome sequencing.

e The Philippine National Police has ordered immediate conduct of the summary dismissal
proceedings against a police officer who was accused of sexually harassing a quarantine
violator in Mariveles, Bataan. The officer in question also faces criminal complaints of
Rape by Sexual Assault and Acts of Lasciviousness.

e The Commission on Human Rights called attention to the condition of persons deprived
of liberty, PDLs, and their need for COVID-19 vaccination, including the welfare of
personnel managing jails and other detention facilities.

e Vice President Leni Robredo called on President Rodrigo Duterte to release his
Statements of Assets, Liabilities, and Net Worth to show transparency in the face
of investigations over audit reports on government spending.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/08/29/2123445/18528-new-covid-19-cases-
push-philippines-caseload-195-million
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516 more Delta cases detected in PH

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor August 29, 2021, 4:13 pm

DELTA VARIANT

MANILA — Health authorities have detected 516 additional cases of the more transmissible
Covid-19 Delta variant, increasing the tally of the variant that was first detected in India to 1,789,
the Department of Health (DOH) said on Sunday.

In a statement, the DOH said aside from the Delta variant, also detected were cases of Alpha
variant (73), Beta variant (81), and Theta variant (41), based on the latest whole-genome
sequencing report by the Philippine Genome Center and the UP-National Institutes of Health.

It said 473 of the 516 additional Delta variant cases are local cases, 31 are returning overseas
Filipino (ROFs), and 12 cases are currently being verified if these are local or ROF cases.

Of the 473 local cases, 114 cases had an indicated address in the National Capital Region,
while 34 cases had been traced to llocos Region, 32 cases in Cagayan Valley, 64 cases in
Central Luzon, 79 cases in Region 4-A (Calabarzon), 20 cases in Mimaropa, 16 cases in Bicol
Region, 13 cases in Western Visayas, 23 cases in Central Visayas, 12 cases in Zamboanga
Peninsula, 48 cases in Northern Mindanao, 22 cases in Davao Region, and six cases in
Cordillera Administrative Region.

Based on the case line list, six cases are still active, five cases have died while 505 cases have
been tagged as recovered.

All other details are being verified by the local and regional health offices.

Meantime, of the new 73 Alpha variant cases detected, about 71 were local cases, two were
ROFs while one is being verified as either local or ROF cases. All cases have been tagged as
recovered.

To date, the country’s cases of Alpha variant, first detected in the UK, was logged at 2,395.

For the 81 new Beta variant cases that brought the total to 2,699, the DOH said 78 are local
cases, two ROFs and one case is being verified if it is local or ROF case.

Based on the case line list, three cases have died and 78 cases have been tagged as
recovered.

All the 41 P.3 variant cases are local cases with one died and the remaining 40 cases have
been tagged as recovered.
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"While the Alpha and Beta variant cases remain the highest in the country, there is a continuous
and increasing detection of the Delta variant in communities,” the DOH said.

The DOH added it is closely monitoring with the Centers for Health Development and local
government units the implementation of active case finding, aggressive contact tracing, testing
and immediate isolation.

The public is urged to continue practicing the minimum public health standards at all times and
to be vaccinated to prevent the spread of Covid-19. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1151976
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