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Offset, ban,
or tax?

New and proposed
programs to end plastic
waste hotly debated

BY BEN KRITZ

Last of three parts

ONE way in which companies covered
under the EPR Act can meet at least
some of the requirements of the law is
through a relatively new plastic offset
program called Plastic Credit Exchange
(PCX), a non-profit launched by social
entrepreneur Nanette Medved-Po in the
Philippines in 2018,

The program allows a company to
achieve “plastic neutrality” — and add
a badge certifying that to its brand — by
purchasing offsets to its plastic footprint,
The corresponding amount of post-
consumer plastic waste is then gathered
by the collection and processing network
coordinated by PCX, either to be recycled
or, as is the case for a majority of the
low-value plastic waste, “co-processed”
as an alternative fuel (o coal or oil for
cement kilns.

Although PCX has branched out with
processing partners in other countries
— one in Thailand, and one in India —
nearly all of the plastic waste collected
as ollsets, about 95 percent according 1o
PCX Standards and Compliance Man-
ager Richard de Guzman, is gathered in
the Philippines. Since 2019, de Guzman
said, 31,063 metric tons of plastic waste
have been removed from the environ-
ment by the program as of June 30 this
year, De Guzman also highlighted that
the program seeks 1o extend collection
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Offset, ban, or tax?

efforts and provide additional
livelihoad opportunities for lo-
ral communities; one of PCX's
key partnerships is the Friends of
Hope's Aling Tindera Waste-to-
Cash Program_ PCX has also pan-
nered with 5M w provide public
wollection points at its malls,

he PCX model provides a
systemmatic, Wransparent, traceable
and scalable mechanism where
brands and organizations from
amywhere in the world can suppont
grassionls, mu‘mlul'lilr-hased and
circular economy organizations
to clean up plastic where they are
mast needed,” de Cozman said.
"Plastic credits provide a mecha
nism where the deanup of plas-
ties can help provide additional
livelihood, drive social behavdar
change and feed a more circular
economy where no plastic ends
up in nature”

A false solution?

Mot everyone is impressed with the
PCX model, however. “Polides on
EPR [and] plastic off-setting. . .can
help partially address the plastic
crisis and encourage producers
and consumers to Cl-l-:b thEll
plastic appetite,” EcoWaste Coali-
tian Plastic Campaigner Caleen
Salamat told The Mamila Times.
*However, these polides fail to ad-
dress the critical problem. which

is there is wo much plastic being
praduced. Plastics are made of
fossil fuels that emit significant
amounts of greenhouse gases tight
at the very production, which of
eotrse is being produced by con-
sistent polluters. EPR follows the
polluters pay principle, [but] jhe
Taw that was recently passed clearly
didn't impose hefly penalties for
plastic production. The EPR law
that we have legitimizes off-setting
that only addresses plastic disposal
not plastics as 2 whole and most
importantly, ity production.”

Another major sticking point
in the plastic offset program from
the perspective of environmental
advocates is that much of the
waste is eventually burned as
fuel for cement kilns, creating
additional harmful emissions
and potentially toxic solid waste
in the form of ash.

“Plastic Credit Exchange will

- tollect plastic waste from their

partners in the communities in ex-
change for cash. The plastic waste
will be sent to the cement kilns 1o
bum causing rtoxic pollution. It
will be business as usual for the
plastic polluter,” commented So
nia Mendoza, chairman of Mather
Eanth Foundation.

A 2013 research paper by the
Glnbal Alliance for Incinerator Al-
ternatives (CAIA) provided some
additional details. “Emissicns

fuse-derived fuel) are abways laced
with dioxins and furan, which are
a result of buming plastic and
materials with dhlonne. The me-
chanical segregation technologies
that form part of RDF production
do not have the capacity to elimi-
nate pomimon Wxic substances like
PVC [ polyvityl chloride] plastic or
ather domestic hazardous wastes,”
the repar sressed.

In an emal staterment, GALA
went further in its critique of
the plastic offset conoept. *|The
nrogram] allows plastic pollution
w continae in ane location as
long as it is offset by reductions
somewhere else. One bottling
company in the US, for instance.
can buy offset plastic credits
from an offset project that pays
for low value plastic recovery in
Lndlia. It is this context that could
aggravate ‘waste colonialism’ in
the Global South where devel-
oped countries as credit buyers
continuously take advantage of
cheap labor costs, weak regula-
tions, etc., while waste workers
and waste pickers in destination
countries continue to bear the
toxic burden of low-value plastic
waste from developed countries.”

There are also some problenmatic
market issues with plastic offsets,
in part because of their relative
novelty, GAIA noted “The plastic
credits market is quite new, and
there is no single. globally-codified
standard for determining how a
credit is defined, approved, gener-
ated, verified, ar tracked, Instead,

launched services aimed at the
emerging plastic credits market,
each with their own sex of defuni-
tions and standards, Every link in
the chain adds compleaty and
reduces transparency, resulting
in a crisscrogsed. international
system that, as seen with carbon
marloets, is fipe {or miscommu-
nications, misrepresentation, and
even fraud.”

Asked o respond to the various
criticisms, PUX Solutions Manag-
ing Director Vincent Kneefel
stressed that a key facet of their
program is to help companies
work toward eventually reducing
plastic generation o zero, "We
help companies identify tangible
action in their value chains, in-
crease circulanty, understand the
risk and opportunities involved,
and how companies can take
responsibility for the plastic
waste they cannot yet eliminate,”
Kneefel said.

PCX's de Cuzman added, *Re-
duction and 1aking responsibility
for plastic footprints requires
comprehensive snlutions sets
which seek o minimize pre-
consumer footprints — whatever
is left after all other effons are
made, should be responsibility
cleaned up and fueled back into
the dircular economy o prevent
leakage into nature. We believe
that offsets have a place as a
bridge o take respanzihility for
essential plastics — and never as
Al excuse W perpetuate imespon-
sible behavior

The next likely step the govern-
ment will take toward the reduc-
tion: of plastic waste is to either im-
ose abanon single-w plastics or
levy a tax on their use. Bills calling
for both have been passed by the
House of Representatives — HB
9147 for a ban passed in July 2021,
while HB 9171 imposing a P20/
kg tax on plastic bags was passed
in December — but both are still
awailing counterpant measures in
the Senate.

While HE 9147 received unani-
mans support in the House, and
was likewize endarsed by the
Climate Change Commission un-
der the Duterte administration, it
would appear that preferences in
the Marcos administration are for
the lax measure rather than the
ban. Earlier in August, Finance
Secretary Benjamin Diokno said
that a tax on single-use plastics was
*worth considering” as 2 pollution
contral method, a proposal that
was quickly backed by the DENR.

"Imposing tax on single-use
plastics is a positive develop-
ment for the environment in
several ways. It can promote
the use of reusable packaging,
reduce single-use plastic wastes,
and extend the life of sanitary
landfills,” Environmental Man-
agement Bureau (EMB) Director
William Cunado said in reaction
o Diokno's comments.

Environmental watchdogs view
the proposed ban, even il it iz im
posed in phases, as the ultimate
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from facilities that burn RDF (re-  dozens of organizations have Hegulatlng p|“ﬂc use Boal of reducing plastic waste,

and a necessary measure for the
country to get the most out of
the recently enacied ERP Act. The
tax proposal. however, is sizen as
problematic at best.

Break Frez From Flastic's Miko
Alifio said that the proposed
tax “iy 3 welcomic measure,” but
suggested that the actual tax rate
should be much higher,

*The cost ol producing and
handling plastic materials, in-
chading external cost, [should be)
carefully considered by regula-
tors, Ellen MacArthur Founda-
tion, for instance, suggesis raising
the EPR fees for vlastic flexbles
(e.p sachets, plastic packaging)
to EUR 1,100 [P62,200) per
metric ton, o address the need
for additional collection, SDE_L-
ing and recycling infrastructure,”
Alifio said.

Ecowaste Coalition’s Coleen
Ralamat was more aitical of the
tax proposal. “The EPR law that
we have legitimizes off-setting that
only addresses plastic disposal
not plastics as a whobe and most
importantly, its production,” she
said. “Tixing single-use: plastic will
just be passed to the consumers,
failing 1o tecognize again the ma-
jor responsibility of corporations
disving plastic production.

Clearly, through EFR law ang
taxing single-use plastic, pollutes
are not heing held accountable
These anempied stepa pose more
hamm than good to the environ-
ment ad underming our attempt
to achieve climate [ustice.”
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ECoP urges‘ ﬁ‘arcos to protect rlghf to manage workers

THE EMPLOYERS Confederation of the P]n{-
ippines (ECoP) urged President Ferdinand
R Marcos, Jr. to improve the I:uamms envi-
ronment to boost investments, protect their
nghts to manage their business and workers,
and address the jobs-skills mismatch.

“(We want the government) to create an en-
vironment that will encourage more inflows of
mm:vmm mj,iape;aw i hndﬂeli

force — remﬂhmh:@atﬁ% in June.

2o mlloninMay.

mmhe‘:emmonappmmmgmmmnﬂ mmhercumemrmsedbyi‘.{)a?asﬂw ,Lﬂ:-akms
Conﬂerente s (NCE) on Thursday. mmmwmﬂiwmmwdhythewm

'I'hePhﬂippineecononwmremvwingEmm b “(We ask Mr. Marcos) to take «n all of
the coronavirus plandamrc. but the e government and all of society ap-
unemployment rate — or the share of | ! proach in addressing jobs-skills mis-
the jobless Filipinos to the total labor -match in close collaboration with
the pﬁwte sector by improving the
basic education, higher education,
" and skills training systems that can

Preliminary data from the Phil-
ippme Statistics Autilirumty (PSA)

"‘ﬂhnwadﬂ}éto‘tal ml,t!:[lﬂ!r of unem- mﬂemumw help develop a world-class and glob-

ﬁlmd Filipinos ram:hed 2.990 mil- sanningthe GRcodewith  ally competitive Filipino wo rkforce
lion in June, 62,000 more than the Yoursmaniproreordy o g nipped with 21 century --lulis.’

typing the link
<bit Iy/ECD : ﬂ:tegmrnpwld - R.MLD.Ochave -




INITIATIVES

SERVICE
m— ERVIC

) STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND
—————
p—

The Manila Times
|

J

UPPER FAGE1  BANNER
STORY STORY

EDMORIAL  CARTOOM

N

LOWER

08-26-22

PAGE ’f DATE

E_di—t O7r l a I " | At highest risk

Drought drives home the
threat of climate change

AJOR parts of the world are in the grip of droughts,
M the magnitude of which is unprecedented, bringing
the specter of a climate crisis dangerously closer.

In China, a nationwide drought alert has been raised after a
heatwave has dried up rivers, including the mighty Yangtze, The
low water level has slowed hydropower production, hampered
inland shipping and temporarily closed down companies.

Similar record-breaking heatwaves have drastically shrunk
the flow of the Rhine and the Loire in Europe, and the Colo-
rado River in the United States.

The spate of droughts is not an isolated occurrence. A new UN
report says drought frequency and duration has increased by nearly
a third since 2000. And climatologists predict that droughts may

| affect more than three-quarters of the world’s population by 2050.

| The present figures are already ominous. The drought in
China has affected at least 246 million people and 2.2 mil-
lion hectares of agricultural land in at least six provinces.

| Europe is experiencing its worst drought in 500 years, and
47 percent of the continent is under warming conditions.

Drought also has about half of the US sweltering, the worst
being in the western, southwestern, and central states.

The culprit, of course, is the unabated rise in global temperature,
something that countless climate summits have discussed but never
fully addressed. Every summit conference ends with pledges from
the world's economic giants to set carbon reduction targets, the
crucial first step in limiting warming to acceptable levels.

But after the summit hoopla fades, those pledges are
promptly forgotten, o be dusted off only when the next
conference comes around.

Severe weather crises like droughts are reminders of na-
ture’s awesome power to wreak havoc on a global scale, and
humanity’s indifference to the danger it faces.

A severe drought can cripple energy production and disrupt
international supply chains. It can decimate crops and trigger
a drinking water shortage.

But its biggest impact is hunger. More than 18 million
people in Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya face famine after four
consecutive years of lower-than-average rainfall.

Even developed countries are not spared, as a deadly com-
bination of hot weather and heatwaves have spawned massive
wildfires in the US and Europe.

Bernice Lee, chairman of the advisory board at the Chatham
House sustainability accelerator in London, notes that countries
are woefully “unprepared and underprepared” for high-impact,

| low-probability events like extreme droughts and heatwaves.

In 2009, the Philippines was in the throes of a drought that was
generated by a severe El Nifio episode. At least 10 provinces, mostly
in Mindanao, were forced to declare a state of calamity. More than
13,000 hectares of rice and corn fields were parched, and losses ran
up to P1.33 billion. Over 16,000 farmers were affected.

Such a devastation should have galvanized the government into
reinforcing its climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. But
during the same vear, the Duterte administration cut the proposed

| funding for dimate change from P267.09 billion to just P63.6 billion.

The reduction reflected former president Rodrigo Duterte’s
low regard for climate issues. He once said that climate sum-
mits were a “waste of time."

-

The Marcos government is clearly more attuned to climate develop-
ments, In his inaugural speech, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said
that despite having "a very small carbon footprint, ” the "hilippines
“is at the highest risk” for the fallout from climate change.
National Security Adviser Clarita Carlos also considers climate
change a high-priority concern, calling it a threat to national security.
Marcos has drawn a basic strategy for tackling climate
change: "First, spare victims; then help them recover, and
move on to lessen the harmful impact of climate change.”
His climate agenda will have to be fleshed out by the Cli-
mate Change Commission. Robert Borje, vice chairman of
the commission, has said climate change needs 1o be main-

| streamed — making the people more aware of how it affects

them and what they can do to mitigate it.

That is a good place to start. But moving the climat= agenda
forward will require political will and focus. The Marcos
administration must have both.
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"ANTI-FLOOD MASTER PLAN"
SA M. MLA., KUMUSTA BA?

ULA noon hanggang ngayon. problema pa rin ang
baha.

Ang masaklap, mukhang patindi nang patindi
ang sitwasyon, partikular sa Metro Manila.

Kaya nais paimbestigahan sa Kamara ang estado at kakayahan
ng “anti-flood master plan” para sa Kalakhang Maynila at mga
Ralapit na lugar. Ito ay para matiyak ang “cost-effective” na
paggastos para sa naturang plano.

Layon ding makahanap ng mga solusyon sa Iumalalang
pagbaha.

madalas tamaan ng kalamidad na mayroong average na 20 bagyo
kada taon.

Napag-alamang mayroong P350 billion Metro Manila Flood
Manpgemem Master Plan, na roadmap ng pamahalaan at naka-
~ programa mula 2012 hanggang 2035. Kumusta Raya ang proyekto?

Samantala, bukod sa pagkakaroon ng epektibong proyekto
kontﬂt baha, napakahalaga na lahat ay nakikibahagi sa pagfutas

- sa problema.
~ Kung lahat ay disiplinado, kahit paano ay mapipigilan ang
_ grabeng baha. Matagal nang sinasabi na kontrolin ang basura,
~ itapon nang maayos, pero marami pa rin ang pasaway.

i
i

S

b

g
i

~ngayon.
Alamin at makiisa sa mga programa at proyekto para
makaiwas sa pagbaha. Huwag nang pasaway, plis lang!

i ———

Batid naman natin na isa ang Pilipinas sa mga bansang

Huwag nating hintaying mas lumala ang sitwasyon na bigla
‘na lang tayong lumubog sa baha. Walang ibang panahon kundi
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‘House leader wants civil service
eligibility for long-time gov't workers

To pppose government contractualization,
a partylist lawmaker filed a bill that would
provide longterm casual state workers
automatic civil service eligibility.

House Deputy Minority Leader
Bernadette Herrera's House Bill 1387
will apply to government employees in the
first and second levels who have casual
or contractual posts and have served for
at least five years.

However, according to the bill, these
employees “shall not be entitled to any
promotion unless they obtain the relevant
qualifying condition for that post.”

“The government should sel an

example as a good employer by aiming
towards ending labor contractualization,
also known as end-of-contract or endo,
in the bureaucracy,” Herrera said.

Data from the Civil Service Commission
showed that the government employed
around 2.4 million people in 2017, making
it the country's largest employer. Over
660,000 of these people were hired as
temporary or contract labor.

The lawmaker emphasized that it can
start by granting civil service eligibility
to qualified casual or contractual
workers who cannot seek regular
employment because they are not civil

service eligible.

Herrera underscored that granting
regular status will serve as “an incentive
towards more productive work, investing
in one's job, and taking on a longerierm
view at one's career advancement.”

“Considering the services they extend
in all government offices vis-a-vis the
insufficient benefits and privileges accorded
the casual and contractual employees, the
government should grant these dedicated
employees who have rendered efficient
service in the bureaucracy an opportunity
to obtain their civil service eligibility,” she
said. E. DLIQUING
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CONSIDER respect for public

spaces an important civic vir-
tue that should be taught in our
schoaols, to our youth and more
emphatically to our adult popu-
lation consisting of local govern-
ment officials, business concerns
and the general public. On sec-
and thought, it should be proper
implementation of plain rules and
regulations for the adult popula-
tion, if they have not yet learned
how to treat public space properly.

Public space is an area to which
people normally have unrestricted
access. It may be a nght of way as in
going to a beach (which is public),
reaching one’s property. or a side-
walk along a street. [t may beschool
grounds, public institutions like
hospitals, even the open spaces of
private buildings that are accessible,

All of the above, including

YRR A T R T TR e T

Public spaces

AMBIENT
VOICES

MA. ISABEL
ONGPIN

parks, open spaces along roadways
(such as islands in the middle of
the road), or space along the road
itself beyond sidewalks, are for
everyone to be able to access but
not privatize. By this, [ mean that
public space cannot be restricted
for the use of individuals or enti-
ties to the exclusion of the public.
Private use in this way would take
away access to the public.

This is what is happening all over
this country. Sidewalks have been
taken over by vendors, stores, and
even commercial entities that should
know better. Local government

"2 ALY
ST

officials are the culprits who have
allowed the privatization of public
spaces for the use of a few to the
detriment of the many in this way,

Note how barangay halls are built
along roads that should have a ight of
way ora sidewalk. Note how anisland
on a street designed to be there for aes-
thetic and practical purposes, mobility
bywvehicle oron foot, suddenly springs
a construction, most likely used as a
commercial venture on public space.

How often do we see garage
doors occupying the sidewalk
which means that the home-
owner or commercial enterprise
has just illicitly taken over pub-
lic space for private use?

Parks are magnets for vendors
everywhere with all that free
space. While there may be a rea-
son why some vendors should
be there, such as to service park

goers, there must be rhyme and
reason to the vending such as a
designated area, a limited number
of vendors, and not a proliferation
of vendors almost everywhere
in numbers almost as big a® the
number of park goers. This is no
aid to the relaxation or recreation
or leisure that park goers go to
the park for. Doing this to a park
takes away from its viability. For
that mattér cluttering public space
so0 as to impede its accessibility
to the public takes away from the
attractiveness and vibrancy of a
city because it emerges crowded,
uncomfortable and ugly.

The invasion of public space
occurs even in our nominally
protected areas such as forests,
beaches and heritage sites. In
forests and beaches, the ruse
for invasion is resorts which are
intrusive on the environment
that is supposed to be protected,
left to its own natural condi-
tions, and which should have a
limited carrying capacity. Resorts
in these areas are destructive and
invasive because they change the
chararter of the environment
which is supposed to be left as it
is, as a public space to be visited
carefully and on a limited basis.

Parks around the world attract
homeless people who want to
make them a permanent hame,
or rather take up the space of
the public for their own conve-
nience. Homelessness cannot
be solved by taking over parks.
Governments must find a more
permanent, more equitable, and

»0OngpinA6
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| and more practical solution. Parks are vulnerable to unaouthorized
use or some kind of privatization. That is why in well-cared-for
parks there is a limit to how long they can stay open. Certainly,
they are not for nighttime use which can become the time for
criminal activity or destructive behavior. This would be a
nefaricus use of public space.

Riverbanks, walerways and even coastlings are open spaces and
should remain so because they could be a danger to whoaver
builds or seltles there. Aside from the perils aof this kind of
proximity to waterways for those near them, they can cause
damage to them by polluticn, cbstruction of water drainage, or
plain destruction of their natural features so that they affect the
good of the general public in the form of floods, toxic garhage,
embryas for diseases, And ugliness,

Other destructive invasions of public spaces are lhe wanton
cutring of trees on sidewalks or rights of way as well as other plant
forms that could help minimize pollution, provide oxygen, and
mitigate urban ills of high temperalures. No one should have the
right to cut a tree or damage plants on property that belongs to
the public.

In heritage sites Iike Mansion House in Baguio, vendors hawe
invaded the street along it. Also near Baguio in the Itcgon arca
where there are hot springs, the invasion for commercial uses
without regard to cleanliness, order and protection of the natural
hot springs has resulted in a mightmarish and unattractive so-
called public space that is downright ugly and dirte. It is for the
few whao make a business doing this destruction, not the public.
And the [Mogon local government has allowed such mvasion. In
contrast, in the Borobodur Buddhist monument of Indonesia,
Lhere used to be vendors all around to the detriment of visitors
who wanted to take in its wonders without the pressure of
commerce, proliferation of merchandise and their detritus. This
was true some time ago because now it has been corrected. When
Ivisited Borobodur a few years ago, no vendors were importuning
visitors. The stores had been relocated somewhere else in case
one was inclined to buy a souvenir or a snack. Borobodur was left
to its splendor.

In Calentta, which has what seams to he an inordinate reputabion
for paverty beyond anything else, there is a park known as the

maidan. Itis a beautiful, expansive and uncluttered green space of

rreas and grass where people may come for the day, picnic, take in
its verdant open space and relax Mo construction, huilding, or any
kind af commercial entity mars this park. In contrast, our Luneta
is slowly being clutlered with [ast-food buildings.

Everything that is happening in our open spaces herc is
diminishing them to peintlessness, The uglification of urhan areas
and the destruction of the natural environment makes the
ordinary vilizen, the country itself, and its environment all the
poarer.

We need to learn to respect open spacss and keep them for the
next generations.
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Ilang lugar— sa Mindanao, Bicol
binaha kahit walang bagyo

BIE\A}LG. ang ilang hu
sa Mindanao at Bicol ka%?rc

walang
git na mga

; sa nabang-

stmeﬁngsa

Ma].acanang, sinabi ni
Department of Social
Wﬁfﬁlﬂﬂd elopment:

Dew

(DSWD) secretary Erwin
Tulfo-na binabantayan
nila ang ilang lugar sa

e

Ty R

'bﬂhﬂgcmgnawa

Zamboanga at Sarangani
dahil sa pagbaha dulot ng
habagat.

May natanggap aniya
silang report na apar na

S8

ahil _kam]aug regional office

mnabmmyan din po -
namin kasi may mga re-
ports po kaming natamng-
gﬂp 1a may ﬂnodmg dm

“Mabigyan na po ng
assistance Ng amin poig

Tm Rf-gmna?lcfﬂﬂea(o
£ t?onaavﬂf na pamilya

Eung iyon at bibigyan po
po sa Mindanao bagama't © bawal pamilya ng P10,000
wala pong hagyo doon, MW¢WW

iyong monsuon rains lang
lung tawagin,” ani Tulfo.
[nalalayan aniya ng

Tulfo.

Binaha din aniya ang
ilang barangay sa Daraga
at .Eih'fnahg sn; lalay

- ng Albay at inaas
ang mga naapekm

ﬁ rcf.iden

kam at tulong pina:nsj'a
ara agad makabangon
sa mabnt na pmsala*
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tﬁrrylngreptﬂes in pants
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