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TOP STORIES

2 dead, hundreds flee as 'Florita’ lashes Luzon (Philippine Daily Inquirer,
A11)

‘Florita’ pounds Northern Luzon (Daily Tribune, A1 & A6)

Mga opisina, iskul kinandado kay ‘Florita’ (Abante, 2)

Marikina River rises due to Florita (Philippine Star, 5)

Malawakang pagbaha sa MM, naitala; coding, suspindido (Pilipino Star
Ngayon, 8)

Pasok sa klase, gov’t offices sa NCR, 6 probinsya suspindido (Pilipino Star
Ngayon, 2)

Residente sa Cagayan Valley binakwit (Abante Tonite, 2)

TS Florita slightly weakens; Signal no. 3 up in llocos Norte (Manila Bulletin,
1&7)

Army HADR uniis deployed (Business Mirror, A3)

Palace suspends govt work, classes in NCR, 6 proviinces due to ‘Florita’
(Business Mirrar, A3)

‘Florita’ disrupts work, suspends classes (Manila Times, 1)

2 dam nagbabadyan umapaw (Abante, 3)

Tropical Storm ‘Florita’ made landfall over Maconacon, Isabela and affected
several Northern Luzon Provinces. 14 barangays in Cagayan Valley were greatly
hit, prompting the swift evacuation of residents. Classes and government work
were suspended in NCR and 6 other provinces. Water level of the Marikina River
reached its first alarm yesterday due to the heavy rains brought by the tropical
storm.

. Wrestling the plastic monster (Column by Ben Krits, 1st of 3 parts,The Mia.

Times, A1)

Presents a comprehensive loo into government's strides to address plastic
pollutants , and situates gains made within the global context through specific
programs such as the 2012-2020 National Solid Waste Management Strategy,
National Action Plan for Marine Litter and the recent passage into law of the
Extended Producer Responsibility Act (RA 11898).

A step back in our climate change effort (Column, “The Oracle Comer” by
Andrew Masigan, The Phil. Star, 7)

Underscores the dire repercussions to PHL's efforts, including that of the global
campaign, on climate resilience and against green house gases of a recent US
Supreme Court ruling that removes from the US Environmental Protection



Agency its authority to regulate emissions from fossil fuel power plants and
facilitate US’ transitioning to renewable energy sources.

Masigan paints a partisan slant in reaching said decision which, he argues,
should be devoid of political expediencies favorable to a particular faction within
the US republican party known for its ravid conservatism and business-as-usual
agenda vis-a-vis climate change.

IVV. PCSD sounds the alarm (Column, “Maroon Blocded” by Jose Bayani Baylon,
Malaya Business Insight, 5)

On the main drivers of forest loss in Palawan as cited by Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Council executive director Jose Matta , namely
agricultural expansion, human settlement and urbanization in his presentation at
the Palawan Planning Summit (Aug. 17-19).

The author stresses Matta’s call on Palawan's provincial, city and town ’
Governor Dennis Socrates in particular, to give reforestation a prominent place
in their respective development plans.

V. Compel barangays to collect rainwater ({ Column, “Gotcha” by Jaruis Bondoc,
The Phil. Star, 7)

On the advantages/benefits that can be had if the Rainwater Collector and
Springs Development Act of 1289 (RA 6716) which “hardly any has complied”
except for a few such as former Bataan Rep. Feliciano Payumo and Atty. Tony
Oposa.

The article laments the insistence of the Mines and Geosciences on the
inevitability of floeding in certain areas in the Marikina Valley, Rizal province and
Quezon City on which the authors agrees, but notes that quarrying operations in
the Marikina Watershed “worsen and hasten the floods.”

Submitted by:

PHILHARKS S. QUE
PRO III/ADMIN. OFFICER V i IL S. BAYAM
Public Information Division-SCIS Director
Strategic Communication and Initiatives
Service
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as ‘Florita’ lashes Luzon

More than 600 people in Cagayan Valley, Cordillera evacuated;
local execs suspend classes in north, central and south Luzon

By Yillamor Visaya Jr.,
@VillVisayaJriNQ

NAGUILIAN, ISABELA—A pas-
senger bus skidded off a slip-
pery road here before crashing
_into an electric postand landing
on its side, killing two people
and injuring six others during
the onslaught of Severe Tropi-
val Storm “Florita” (Internation-
‘al name: Ma-on) on Tuesday.

Police Maj. Junneil Perez, Na-
guilian police chief, said the bus
came from Tuguegarao City and
was heading to Metro Manila
when it tipped over, narrowly
missing a roadside house in Ba-
rangay San Manuel around 11 am.

In an interview, Perez iden-
tified the fatalités as Oliver Cor-
puz and his wife Myma, both
from Diffun town, Quirine prov-
ince. The driver, conductor and
faur other passengers were taken
to a hospital.

Florita dumped heavy rains
in most parts of Tuzon, displac-
ing at least 150 families (soo
people) in Cagayan province,

The heavy rainfall triggered
widespread flooding in at least
10 low-lving villages in Cagayan,
according to the regional office
of the Department of Social Wel-
fare and Develapment (DSWD).

Rogelio Sending Jr., Cagavan
provincial information officer,
said the displaced famllies were
from the towns of Baggav, Gon-
zaga, Gattaran, Lal-lo and Iguig.

He said strong winds up-
rooted trees in Tuguegarao and
toppled power lines, cutting off
the supply of electricity to 15 of
2B towns in Cagayan.

At least 76 residenrs in
low-lying areas in Isabela's
coastal town of Divilacan
sought refuge in temporary
shelters due to the threat of
flooding, according to Constan-
te Foronda, Jsabela provincial

m‘t .J~l~ lnu.at,l n - "é(. £
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IMPASSABLE The Baculod overflow bridge in the City of
llagan, Isabela province, is rendered impassable on Tuesday

as water level in Pinacanauan River rises due ta heavy rain
dumped by Severe Tropical Storm “Florita.” —VILLAMOR VISAYA JR.

disaster risk reduction and
management officer.

Flooding in the City of llag-
an rendered the Baculod Bridge
impassable.

Landfall

Florita made landfall in the
vicinily of Macenacon town (n
Isabela at 10:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, according to the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Admin-
istration (Pagasa). (See related
story on Page A1o)

Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal
No. 3 was hoisted over mainiand
Cagayvan, the northeastern por-
ticn of Isabela, the northern por-
tlion of Tlocgs Norte, Apayao and
the southern portion of Babuyan
Islands as of 2 p.m. on Tuesday.

Mark Timbal, spokesperson
for the National Disaster Risk
Reduction. and Management
Council (NDRRMC), advised
those who have leisure Lravel
plans in storm-affected areas to
postpone their trips.

"Some local government

in areas prone to flooding and
landslides,” Timbal said.

The Philippine Army said it
mobilized its sth Infantry Di-
vision based in Isabela for di-
saster response in Cagayan and
Apayay, while its ready reserve
units in the region were on alert.

The NDRRMC has around
P848 million funds on stand-
by for storm victims as part of
the quick response fund, while
some 480,000 family food
packs worth P283 million are on
the stockpile.

n the Cordillera, 2g families
{116 people) in Abra and Moun-
tain Province sought refuge in
various evacuation centers due
Lo the threat of flash floods and
landslides; reports from DSWD
in the region showed.

Classes suspended
Classes at all levels, both
in public and private schools,
were suspended in Cagayan and
Isabela.
In Dagupan City, ‘the ele-
mentary schools in the villages

units might close some roads ' of Malued, Bacayao Sur, Carael,
as a precautionary measure = Calmay and Lomboy were also

to avoid accidents, especially

submerged in floodwater, ac-

cording to Aguedo Fernandez,
city schools superintendent,

Classes ar all schaal levels
in Dagupan were suspended
on Tuesday due to the flooding
that was worsened by the high
tide, inundating the city’'s cen-
tral business district.

In Pampanga province, high
tide, monscon rains and water
draining from the upper Pam-
panga Rlver flooded 26 villages in
Masantol town and eight villages
in Macabebe towrn, the provincial
disaster risk reduction and man-
agement councll said.

Floodwater was up to 1.52
meters (5 feet) high in Macabe-
be's Barangay Tacasan, San Ga-
briel and San Esteban. ‘

As of 1 pm. on Tuesday, class-
esal all levels In public and private
schools were suspended i Pam-
panga's 16 towns and two cities.

Water from the Pampan-
ga River overtopped the banks
and spilled into riverside areas
in Zaragoza, Nueva Ecija, and in
Candaba and Apalil, Pampanga,
according to the Pampanga Riv-
er Flood Forecasting Center.

Classes were also suspend-
ed in the provinces of Zam-
bales, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva
Ecija, Aurata, ocos Norte and
[locos Sur due to incessant rain.

Tn Southern Luzon, classes
in public and private schools in
Camarines Sur, Camrines Norte
and Albay provinces in Bicol
region and Quezon and Lagu-
na provinces in Calabarzon
{Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal,
Quezon) region were suspend-
ed on Tucsday. —wITH REPORTS
FROM FRAMCES MANGOSING, YOLAN-
DA BOTELG, KIMEERLIE QUITASOL,
TONETTE OREJAS, JOANNA ROSE
AGLIBOT, GREG REFRACCION, JUN MA-
LIG, CARMELA REYES-ESTROPE, AR-
MAND GALANG, 10HN MICHAEL MU-
GAS, MA. APRIL MIER-MANJARES AND
DELFIN T, MALLARI JR, (NQ
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‘Florita’ pounds
Northern Luzon

BY LADE KABAGANI, AIVIN MIKCIA

AND ALIWIN QUITASOL

Tropical storm “Florita® poimded Northern
Luzon on Tuesday, bringing rains to much of
the main island, forcing the suspension of.
work and classes and inducing landsldes in

Tlocos and Bicol.

“Florita’

Turn lo page A6

pounds

Northern Luzon

‘Florita’ was moving generallv northwestward and was forecast to traverse the
northern portion of Isabela and mainland Cagayan. It is expected to exit the
Philippine Area of R%ponmblhty on Wednesday

From page 1

The storm, packing maximum sustained
winds of 110 kilometers per hour near the
center and gustiness of up to 160 km/hour,
made landfall over Maconacon, Isabela carly
in the marning.

“Florita® was moving generally northwestward
and was forecast to traverse the northern portion
of Isabela and mainland Cagayan, It is expected
to exit the Philippine Area of Responsibility on
Wednesday.

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council reported that 15 areas
in Tlocos were underwater while at least three
roads and one bridge remained unpassable in
Bicol,

The storm also suspended work and classes in
the Tlocos region, Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon,
Bicol and Cordillera Administralive Region,

Hundreds fled to evacuation centers in Abra,
the Mountain Province and Isabela after their
homes were dnmagcdby strong winds and heavy
rains,

The storm’ alse closed the courts

in several Northern Luzon provinces,
T Cagayan Valley M birangays were hardest hit,
prompting the swift evacuation of residents.

Capr. Rigor Pamitan, spokesperson of the
Army’s 5th Infaniry Division, said the mimber of
affected families rose to 156, most of them staymg
in evacuation centers,

The Supreme Court suspended work in
Sanfiago, Isabela; Cordon-Dinapigue, [sabela;
RamonSan Isidro, Isabela; and Vigan, llocos Sur.

Melro Manila and neighboring provinees were
not spared.

President Ferdinand “Bunghong” Marcos Jr.
suspended classes at all levels in public schools as
well as operations in government offiees in Melro
Manila, Laguni Rizal, Bulacan, Zambales and
Bataan until Wednesday.

“The heavy rains puse possible risks to the
general public based on the recommendations of
the Office of Civil Defense,” the Office of the Press
Secretary announced.

Meanwhile, the Departmen! of Social
Welfare and Development and said reliel
stovkpiles and disaster operation funds are
on standby. .
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MGA OPISINA, ISKUL

KINANDAD"! HAY ‘FLORITA

Lehagyang huming aog bagyo na Hnatahak wng
. dircksyong parungo sa Apayao na im sa
S glm d%erup(h kahapon

a ) wea are n; ay
sinabi nito nia nakataas &n g vy rainfall sa
Cagaysn kabll:mg ang Rabuyan Ialamds, Cordillers
Administrarive Region, Locos Regiof, | Zambales n
Baraan habang lmamtnman nang

-ulagl an ngra;rectnasan a3 lp g ng 24 OCI:l
SUSPENSYOn 52 Das : etro Mani a, Tarac, Pampangs, te,
kawani ng gol o M , Cavi (.agavanwnwlt mlnbarwn 5
guna, Rizal, B ‘Bataan. Nakstaas an, tﬁml . 3 sa Apayac, Tocos
Knugnay nito Ay Mal ¢ Norte, Cagayun \any ang Babuyan Island ha-
Eﬂm ong sckior na ‘ang pa bang umiiral ang«nfmwzn'mnssugndm.ﬁ
3 m

kawmw 2 g pr Tfugao. Mountain Provinee, Abra at Tlocos
d ng ‘ng gobyerno Smnmmtalasiyalnoslsa Tnlon, Panga: ~

mga tanggupnn at ahensya ng sinan, Benguel, Nucva Vizezys, Quirino, Northn:m
sa pasok 52 mga pampuhhlmng paaralan Portion ng Nueva Ecija at
Ginabi ni Angelés na hagama't mayroons Sn piakahuling mmmormg Pagasa .an
diskresyon, inirerekomenda nila sa bagyong Florita ny nasa Kal aya0, tqgiay
sekror na magsuspinde rin 5a kanila ang L mﬁdb angin na 10 ph at bugso na
pard hmdi malurapan ang kanilang mga em- 165kph, ku 5 ito sa bilis na 20kph

pleyade. Safmt Pagasa, Oﬂnmadahng
oIl f gas 1i 3

Luzon Muz‘n nm, Agosto ay nmu
Maliban s mgn tugar na idinckluzang walang bﬁ r;w % MI.-
paeol: ay ma?ammg {ugu sa Lmnn ang ap tad ales aym ﬁny bas o nu-mn-
s \‘;puw Adea of

landfaifsatsabela " ‘Nagbabals ang m sa na s& l'mq'g
ud babay a‘lgl?‘m pa tin xﬁnlakas na mfmg
nasa ilalim ; sfor?«nmlnﬁl 1no. 3at 2kaya |

ibayong pag- akarass pa rinang
El: v';axm signa ern atCenﬂ me
Kaya J
__ Daan-daang n;«man milﬂras, ayun sa Na-
tiona! Disaster Risk Rcducdon
Council. (Aileen ping/Tina Meudo:&/
" Kiko Cueto =

Nahinpcnnm -cwllangmglmcffmng Al-
mario Elementary s:hool.,ga Tondo, Mz da-
hil sa patuloy na dala '
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Marikina Riverrises
due to Florita

By EMMANUEL TUPAS

The water level at the Marikina River reached first alarm yester-
day afternoon due to heavy rains brought by Trapical Storm Florita.

The Marikina City public informa-
tion office said the river s water level

The water level first rose to 13.7
meters at 12:45 p.m. and 14 meters
bylpm. 7

Mayor Marcelino Teadaro earlier
said aypre-emptive evacuation was
still not necessary as the river’s water
level was still at 13 meters.

reached 15 meters at around 4:48
pam, and further rose to 15.2 meters

Due to the yellow warning adyi-

. sony framethe Philippine Atmospher-

ic. Geophysical and Astronomical

Services Administration, Teodora

suspended classes at all levels m all

public and private learning institu-
tions in the city at 12:30 p.m.

by 5:43 p.m.
It prompted a first alarm warning
from the city government, which

. means residents near the river should

prepare for poysible evacuabion.
The river would reach critical level
at 19 meters.
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N&ma Meat-
ropoitsnMarﬂaDevebp-
metrr"talawalmq el
ng pagbaha
sa ilang lugar sa Metro
Manila kahapon bun-
sod ng panmetasa ng

. ——

bilang sa mga lugar na

bagyong Florita.
Kaugnay nito, sinus-
pinde fin ng MMDA ang
implemantagyon ng num-
ber coding schsme ka—
hapon matapos ang su
ponslyon ng Maﬂacaﬁang

at
southbound.

Oam-

Regalade ing
EDSA Aum‘:‘:gmnne

Nakeranas din ng
pagbaha sa Sat. Rivera

ayundin sa Aransta
Mryﬂmrmb&m

mnaunakvmgé

e aomluciu ugunh._

g mgab
_ . Ala-1:59 N_ﬂ_lll’l_gx_il)j

Malawakang paghahia sa MM, naitala;
coding, suspindido

- -Nina'MER LAYSON at DANILO GARCIA
5a klase at frabaho sa  due 10 heavy rains, the

rahmnatmgakahptm number coding scheme
ralawigan. :Es!usmnded [Tuesday

anang
MMDA,
3“8"3 RhO_ﬂS‘ya, !(ﬂ~

“In view of the suspen-
sion o work and class-
es hy Malacafiang and

maas din ang baha sa
may Araneta Victory
haﬂﬂg?ﬂg guter UGEP

Dahil :II:n sa lakas nE
agos sa llog Paslg, s
_nuspinde rin kahapon ng
MAang operasyon ng

- Pasig River Femry Sefvice.

Sa Maynila, sinabi
ng Informatien Olffics
nito na wala silang na-
‘manitor na pagoabaha
sa siyudad maging sa
mga lugar naregular na
nilulubog ng baha.
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Pasok sa klase gnv’t offi ces sa NCR,

Nagdeklara si Pangu-
long Feralnand Marcos
Jr. ng susponswon ng
frabaha at klase sa lahat
ng antas mula kahapon
hanggang ngayon, Agesto
24 para &3 kahat ng tang-
gapan ng oganbyerno at

sa National

gion. Cavite, makakarana

I.aama. Rlzal Bulacan

Nina MALOU ESCUDERO at ANGIE DELA CRUZ

Zambhsales at Bataan dahil
52 Severe Tropical Storm
Florita. Py
Ayon kay Press

mry Inixie Cruz-Angeles,

batay sa abiso ng Office
ol Civil Dsfanse (CCD),
8 ng matin-
ding pag—tﬂan sa a mga

nahanggit na lugar hang-
ang ngayong araw Kaya
inaprubahan ng Pangulo
ang deklarasyon na sus-
pensyon ng kiase at ira.
baho sa gohysmo.
Inirarekomenda na-
man ng Malacafiang sa
mga private schools at
prlbanong Qpisina ang
pagdadeklara rin ng sus-

pensyon.

*Sa pribadeng sakior,
base ‘yun sa drskresyon
ng employers, pero reko-
mendade na isuspend
na " ani Cruz-Angelss.

Ayon sa PAGASA, si
Florita na isa na ngayong
severa fropical storm ay
nag-landfall sa Macona-

umaga kahapon.
Ang mata ng bagyo ay
nasa coastal waters ng

Maconacon, sitpatuloy ang

pagkiios pahilaga hilagang
karluran sa bifiz na 20 kl
lometro bawat oras tagiay
ang lakas ng hangin na
umnaabot sa 110 km bawat
oras at bugso na 150 ki
bawat oras.

Dulet nito, nakataas
ang signal number 3 ng
bagyo sa nonhern por-
tion ng llocos Norte,
southarn portion ng Ba-
buyan Islands, malntanu
Cagayan, northeastern
pertion ng isabels.

Signal number 2 na-
man sa nelalebing bahagi
ng Babuyan Islands, nala-

hhmg bahay n3 lsabela,
nomemaﬁeastum
partion rig Nueva Vizcaya,
Abra, Kalinga, Mourtain
Pravince, lfugao, northam
Pomon ng Bengust, na-
ahbing babagi ng llocos
ur, et north-
am pamm Aurora,
Slgnal number 1
sa Batanes, nalalabing
bahagi ng Nuava Viz-
caya, nalalabing nhahagl
ng Benguat, La Union,
eastern portion ng Panga-
aman, northeastern por-
tion ng Tarlac. Nueva
Eclja at nalalabing tehagi
ng Aurora.
lnaasahang lalabas
ng Philippine Area of Res-
ponsibility (PAR) 2 Fiorita
ngayong umaga ng Mi-
yorkulas,

con, Isabela alas-10:30 ng

-~

.y
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TS Florita
slightly
weakens; Signal
No.3up in
Ilocos Norte,

By ELLALYN DE VERA —RUIZ

Heavy to torrential rains contin-

ued ta lash northern Luzon hours
after severe tropical storm Florita .

(international name: Ma-on) made
landfall over Maconacon, Isabela
Tuesday morning, Aug. 23.

The Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA)
in its 5 p.n. bulletin said Florita

has slightly weakened and was now

packing maximum sustained winds
of 100 kilometers per hour (kph)
near the center and gustiness of up
to 125 kph.
Florita was located in the vicinity
ofKabugao,Apayaoatmundl.p m.
quere tropical storm Florita will

rAOE

continue moving generally north=-

westward or west-northwestward
and is forecast to traverse the
northern portions of Apayao and
Hocos Norte. Afterwards, Florita will
emerge over the West Philippine Sea
tonight (Aug. 23),” PAGASA said. .

PAGASA warned of heavy > 1
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TS Florita slightly weakens; Signal No. 3
up in Ilocos Norte, Apayao, Cagayan 1«

to intense with, at times, torrential
rains in Cagayan, including Babuyan
Islands, Cordillera Administrative
Reglon, and Ilocos Region.

Zambales and Bataan may also re-
ceive heavy to intense with, at timnes,
torrential rains due to the enhanced
southwest monsoon or “habagat.”

Moderate to heavy rains may also
prevail over Metro Manila, [sabela,
Tarlac, Pampanga, Cavite, and the rest
of Cagayan Valley, while light to mod-
erate with at times heavy rains may
persist in Laguna, Batangas, Rizal,

Quezon, and the rest of Central Luzon,

PAGASA said the habagat may also
bring rains in Oriental Mindoro, Oc-
cidental Mindoro, Marindugue, Rom-
blon, Palawan, and Western Visayas.

Wind warnings still up in several
Luzon areas As of 5 p.m., Signal No.
3 remained hoisted over locos Norte,
Apayao, southern portion of Babuyan
Istands, and mainland Cagayan.

Moreover, Signal No. 2 was still
up over Ifugao, Mountain Province,

Kalinga, Abra, lNocos Sur, and the rest
of the Babuyan Islands.

La Union, eastern portion of Panga-
sinan, Benguet, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino,
northern portion of Nueva Ecija, and the
northern and central portions of Aurora
were still under Signal No. 1.

“Throughout the passage of
Florita, winds may reach storm-
force in strength in any of the areas
where wind Signal No. 3 is hoisted,
while winds may reach gale-force in
strength In any of the areas where
wind Signal no. 2 is hoisted. Strong
winds {stxong breeze to near gale
strength) will be experienced within
any of the areas where wind Signal no.
1is currently in effect,” PAGASA said.

Florita made landfall over Ma-
conacon, Isabela at around 10:30
aam., Aug. 23. It will likely leave the
Philippine area of responsihility on
Wednesday morning, Aug. 22.

From quake to floods
Still reeling from the devastating

effects of the magnitude 7.0 earth-
quake last menth, hundreds of resi-
dents in Northern Luzon evacuated
anew due to flooding and landslides
caused hy Severe Tropical Storm
‘Florita,’ the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Cotncil
(NDRRMC) said ‘Luesday.

At least 180 families (543 Individu-
als) were preemptively evacuated in
Cagayan Valley (Region 2) and Cor-
dillera Administrative Region (CAR)
as ‘Florita’ dumped heavy rains that
flooded 18 areas and caused three
rain-induced landslides.

The evacuees came from Sta. Fe,
Nueva Vizcaya; Baggao, Cagayan;
Bucay, Malibcong, San Quintin, and
Villaviciosa in Abra; and Barlig, Besao,
and Sadanga in Mountain Province.

“itin pong tinututukan ang mga
areas na landslide-prone at flood-
prone dito po sa area na tatahakin
ng bagyo sa Northern Luzon. A lot
of those areas na binabagyo ngayon
ay niyanig nitong nakalipas na Abra

way home after their banca broke down. Classes were suspended on Monday, Aug. 22, 2022, as tropical st

Florita approached Isahela

PRECARIOUS CROSSING ~ Students of Alibadbad Natlonal High Schoel in San Mariano, Isabela end up muol:#m swelling river on their

province. (Jerwel Tlan/Liezle Basa Ifigo)
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earthquake at mataas puv ang tsansa
ng paggubo ng lupa sa mga areas na
‘van lalo na po sa kabundukan (We
are monitoring landslide-prone and
flood-prone areas along the typhoon
track in Northern Luzon. & lot of
those areas were rocked by the Abra
carthquake and there is a high chance
of Jandslides occurring especially in
mountainous areas),"

NDRRMC spokesperson Mark
Timbal said in a Laging Handa brief-
ing. The July 27 earthquake in Abra
killed 11 persons and injured over 60v.

Combined infrastructure and ag-
ricultural age were estimated at
#1.8 billion,

Timbal reminded local DRRM
eouncils and local government units
(LGUs) to be prompt in conducting
pre-emptive evacuation, inventory
of relief items, and preparation of
search and rescue (SAR) teams and
road clearing equipment and per-
sonnel so these can immediately be
deployed when the need arises.

Timbal said the council has
prepositioned 480,000 units of fam-

Aly food packs for the affected indi-

viduals while a standby fund of BSun
million is readily available for use.

Effects

The NDRRMC has yet to receive
any report of casualty on the ground.

There were three rain-induced
landslides in Bagulin, La Union; and
in two portivns of Daang Maharlika
Road in Ligao City and Guinobatan,
hoth in Alhay.

Flooding was also recorded in
18 areas in Calasiav, Pangasinan;
Legazpi City, Albay; and Caramoan,
Camarines Sur.

There were 11 roads and one
bridge initially rendered impassable
to motorists due to flomling and
landslides. These were in Cagayan,
Albay, Camarines Sur, Sorsogon,
Apayao, Benguet, Ifugao, Kalinga,
and Mountain Province. As of press
time, eight Toads were already
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cleared and opened to the public.

Meanwhile, classes in 162 cities
and municipalities were suspended
while work in 60 cities and mu-
nicipalities were suspended in llocos
(Region 1), Cagayan Valley (Region
2), Central Luzon (Region 3), Bical
(Region 5), and Cordillera Admin-
istrative Region (CAR).

Sea rips were alsv suspended
while fishermen were barred to sail
in the eastern seaboard and northerm
portion of the country due to the
typhoon.,

Timbal reminded local health
units in the affected areas to abserve
Covid-19 protocols in the evacuation.
centers to prevent the spread of the
contagious disease.

“Niaulan po tapos may binaban-
tayan tayong sakit kasabay ng usual
na mga sakit like ubo, sipon, at pag-
sakit ng tiyan. Labat ito ay inaaga-
pan ng ating LGUs at camp managers
(We know that it’s rainy season and
we are monitoring |Covid-19] dis-
ease along with other illnesses with
the same symptoms such as cough,
calds, and stomachache. All of these
are being addressed by our LGUs
and camp managers),” he assured
the public.

In llocos Norte, a bridge in Mapili
town collapsed due to continuous
rain spawned by Florita. 3

At least 68 houses, including 59
in Brgy. Badio, six in Pagdilao, two
in Barbar, and one in Salanap, were
submerged in floodwaters.

Two families of Purok River Side
of Brgy. Bulhulala were evacuated to
the Barangay Hall.

Two farm animals = a cow in
Brgy. Pagdilao and a carabao in Brgy.
Cabaruan - drowned.

Two puroks in Brgy. Capang-
dangan- Centro and Anaraar— were
isolated due lo overflowing water
from the spillway, according to the
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office.(With a re-
port from Liezle Basa Inigo)
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‘Florita’ d|srupts work suspends classes

PRESIDENT Ferdinand “Bonghong”

I

/f/ ,". 3 /.- (‘ \ " y () Marcos [rosuspended government
Ty S werk ane public seliool Classes in

.’I' 4 < ' all Tevels in Metro Manila {National
£, ; 4 Caphal Region or NCR) and several

ather prowinees heg nning Teesday af
ternnnn until Wedneaday, Augioet 34,
theeto Severe Twy ral Same “Tlora ”

Hper wenmmendation ol the Ka-
tiemal Pisaster Rigk 2ecncrion and
Management Councll INDREMC],
the Pregcent decdared the iipension
of gevermment work and dasses in
the NI, including the previnees of
Cavite, Lapuna, Rizal, Bulacan, Zam-
Deles and Falsan stntng ac T pan,,
avectding W Press Secretary Rose
Fealria 17 wie Crus-Angeles,

"The Mresident hizs docared a sus-
pension of work anc clzsses in all
levels today wabl jomonow, for 2l
o nentefives and peblicschools
in the NCE, Cavite. Laguna Rizal
: 3 / S Bulocan Zandales and Bataar, due

;andbylﬂl v 2 \ ¢ o) o o L severe tropical siorn o, * Croz-
81 formation ﬂgnqm ; ! . ' 2 o > Angeies said ma statement

“I'nz heavy raina pose possinle riska
tn the general publie hased nn
oremendalions of the Office of Civi
Delense,” she aiml

Aorta, thaugh, has slightly weas-
ened while wravarsing the nonthern
portion ol Apacao provieoe bt Sgnal

»>ClassesAS
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‘Florita’ disrupts work, suspends classes

P Toermains np er al s, fowg
acas o Luzen, she Phil
Atevrspheiie, Ceoplisical and
Astronomvical Serv ovs adiminis
Lation (Mgasa) satd mi S pm
awlvisary o Toes ki y

The wepical storn made 115
arw, A bl in Maom on. sa
bela on “Tue ,

“Ihe recammended caspea
sion wall wevenl any urtosand
incdenis and will ensure the
sa‘ery of tlee gevaal publiz,” the
HDRRMC <aid

Mesdnwhile, Covo-Avpeles
sard cuspension of work far
private companies and aflices
I8 beft to the disoretion o tzir
respestive heads.

“Hhwe saine cowse o action tar
pvace schoxs and office s el
wthe discretion af thels resaesive
heads, ™ div adid o,

The Demiert of facial Wil
Faneaned Developrment Held Oice
2 [ DSWD FO2) has bren placed
var aler wzts togaher with the
provingialfeityfmuericipal actions
tearss, social wil Dol develop
et teams and quick rzeponse
texms 19 closely manitar impac
ol Flonie w e regions,

Asof noess o, three provinees
Il bren impaned, with 342
families or 162 acopTe 2 faxiad,

Iveenly cvacustion cemers are
now rewdy waacemvle dis-
trzased fam | ex

“the DSWD 2O isor ull force
12 manbior sdverse et of the
tirhaon 1 e rgions, Agenc:
pesonnel are alsa an steriy
anel gee peace 12 faciliace immed -
ierribwition of elb:fpocds 2nd
ather formsef assistarerts 1C1L
Hlocal pesvinment veas) i and
fn ey need augmertatlor,”
Offievs v Chirge and legional
Hrectar Colan vl sl
A ol ol 2 family food
packs. which incdude canmed
poads, colive, rice and powderad
cenel Crin ks osavllacya pnon-
food items, in¢Indirp kichen
hygicne, steeping and «lothing
Fivs and ‘amibly wris e anailable
and ready fer 4 smvanion 1o ment
basic emergeacy el o7 e gl
fevted e wual s amd facnilies,

Pessonnel fram the Philppine
Naranal Pole [N, Mhilipgine
Coast Geand (PCEG), Burean «f
Fire Pranevtion ol 2011 Cagayan
licady Weserve ‘vfaniny Natallian
ZREDC RESCOM Philippine
Arry are tinginthe opwcking
of adcinal reliel Hlems.

“Fvens i we o soeomd respond-
e we must take the Inklarive and
shogwaiting for the losal authoniios
to contactve. We sl need to keop

Zach = | —
5‘1{4‘%"@‘;1 e

e
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WET DAY Parente wait for their chibtrem w rome oul of the Presideet Corazan Elementasy School in
Dueean City en Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022. Praskdent Ferdinand ‘Bonghomy’ Marcos Ir, suspended classes becauss of
Tropical Storm ‘Florta: v HOTO BY MIKE DF JUAN

a1 ey o e Nowding and casual
s, Give them [displaced 21k
if they el ossistance or faod.
LSWLU seareiary Dwn Tuls sa
curiag o calew brichag with e
D3WD sepfar-d dirrerons

le NUREMC alec on Tuesday
sald arcaal of L Snnibes o 593
individuals frem the Cagayan Val-
lrv and CAR ad been cocnaied

U the number, 110 Famailies o
W prrsong we v UAR and
0 families of 172 pesons cnne
T Cagayan va ley.

Llasses wers suspended i) Tel
cles and municpalides: 77 ir
CAR S8 in dlocus Region, 21 in
Cagayar valley anel thaey el in
Ceninal Liesim and Bieo| fegior.

“he NDREMT said work was
casparwleed 1B e and muric -
pakiiies — 58 in i s Begianand
twe in Cagasar Valley

Atkewst three tain-indbaced lard-
slides hie Jlocos Reafon and.Ricr!
Tezgion, and twr ash Aoods sk
s Region

Three roads 'nhe Bico ) Bepion
and nne bricge in Cagayan Valley
were not passable =5 07 s o,

Sone duinestic fights schad
uled for Taeec sy, Augrst 25, wye
cane o, according o the Manila
Ftensainnal Aarport Avwority.

Dam elfeials released waie
from Mol Dam in Isabea and
Brgs Dam in Berguet amed or
sinuons rane bioaght i Florits

Inan advisary Tom e Naten-

sl erigation Adwinisteat s o-Mag st
River Intig aood i getioa Sprem
INEAM i), water from the ses
elvant was eleazed atz rae of 554
cubic meter per socand (o)

As of & am. on Tuesdzy, 1he
v of the spillway pate was
AL&d oms

Plagt’s water loved was at 186,62
metera, 3.1 meters less from it
ap i ek of 190 meters,

Waner “rain the Bivga o ar wae
releasec ata eate of D261 cms

inga's water ‘ovel was at
57T4.1¢ meters, less thar ameter
fram ids vevmal 'wgh-water level
of 575 mets,
lhe NIA-Mardis =cvised e
dents af low lying aeas dang
Cagayan River to zveid fAshing
anc ethes water activitiesto ¢ isuns
their sareny,

Authortivs also cautioned
tezidemte alang Aana River 1o take
P eysty precsutions.

The PCG Distric Nonh Zasten
Lvaans was o full 2lert samns oo
cnsure @azabliy an:d prenared.
aces ol ite wowmnel and asscts
against the 1orm

it said deplayable resporse
tezms, compasen of personnd
fi2m varicus Caast Guand sta-
tinns sf-slatons and vpcra
tenal contral unies of the disrict,
were immedintely activated <fie
the Depertient of Science and
Techrehogy-Magaca wlvisealagaint
allowing passenger vesse s fiom

sading particalarky in 1ae faabels
Cagayan ar=a,

Unce Pagaza declares atorm
sipral Mo | owe will enfore the
no-mil prlia e accordance with
i pulicy of mosement af sesseds
dirinp heavy weathe, " FOG Lt
Mrgued Argeon Gargan said

The district, inpartaceshipwid:
e Muzeipal Dicaster and Risk
Red w tion Manageinert Cf3ce in
Apartrl, the PRT Maritime Creup
aod othe: volwreers successiully
assated 197 passengers wha wrie
strended ul Dapps Whart in the
1o ef Apa e whowere 2hom
et Lo theirrespetioe hames i
Barargap Linao. \parri,

Seogt of the paeseagers were
smdents “rom Cagayan State
Univensity who werz an the
way leme after the suspension af
classes at ol Sevels was declona
abso vr: Tuesday,

Gangan saidd iy mariims
inciderts have been rzparned in
thelr asex ol responeihiliy, Tad
they continue Lo et inate wia
their aratlons in Aurery, Cagay
an, Hatznes amed Calayan s that |
tey can conirae 1o npleaent
their *no-sail pelley” while starm
warming sigeals remzin hoisted
throagheut the reglor.

CATHERINE S. VALENTE,
ARLIE O, CALALO,
FRANCIS EARL CUETO,
FRANCO JOSE C. BARDAA,
BELLA CARIASTD

AND MOISES CRUZ
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2 dam nagbabadyang umapaw

NAGBABRALA ung Phil- Ayon sa Pagusa, kap- rubig ang mea ito ‘pag ovEs.
i(Ppi.ue Atmospheric wa nakabukas ne aug uml t su 575 meler na Huli itong namataang
{aophvsical and Astro- mga gate ng Binga Dum ]sglhng jevel ang Buga kumikilos sa Casigeran,
nomical Services Ad- sa Henguet na umaabot Dam sa Bengnet at 190 Auror su bilis na 10 Xi-
ministration [Pafasa) no ngayoit sa 572.76 deter na spilling level lomerer per hour na ma
ng paghahs sa malaking mewo any lebel nimbig naman sa Tsabela. lakas ng na 95kp
luzortdehil sa at Magat Dam s& n.bglal Sinabi ng wiesther bu- at bl‘ia“iso ng ]11_ Skah.
paghabadyang pag-apaw ww ung lebel reau na isa ng sever wop- nabala rin ng
ng tubi mpge fa ng W &2{%% met- ical storm a%s bagyong akensya ung malalaking
Benguet at Isabela bun- . : Florita kuya asshan pe ragbahn ul pagguno ng
sod ng analasy ng Puceho anilang sapaw  ang malalakus na buhos lupa s2 mﬁaam
begyung 3 at magpapakawala ng nig ulan sa susunod nz 18 bagyo. (Tina Mendoza)
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OR its size, and despite being otherwise considered
more a victim of the climate-change problem than a w

source of it, the Philippines is a prodigious producer of plastic waste.
among the world’s worst”

BY BEN KRITZ

First of 3 parts

While characterizations of (he country as being “
in this regard may be unfair, Filipinos have long recognized the problem.
Despite this, efforts to curh plastic pullution through national — and local-

stling the
tic monster

e seveal recens and planned infiia
tives are being babivd as stepe towyed
changire tim, leadimg 16 resl reductions
i plastic use and beqoe: mManagenent af
plitic waste, Mot everyone aprees, L.
ever While the new 1nzasives may Lave
guad nrentions yome orirk s hary, they
are misdiiclad, nadequate or n some
CASPS Evel: amoun o “grosnwazhln g, ”
sofutizns et do nos Fervr ary measirable
POSITwe Tmpact or ceate uther ervipog.
mental problens,

level — laws have only
; g

had modest results.

M MONSTER FROM A1

Wrestling the plastic

in the Philippines is difacult to
describe in relatable terms. Ac-
cording to a World Bank report in
March 2021, which uses the word
“staggering” a couple of times to
describe the Philippines’ valume
ol plastic waste, the conntry gen-
erates 2.7 million metric tons of
plastic waste annually, much of it
in the form of unrecyelable, single-
use sachets. “By some estimates ™
the World Bank savs, “the Philip-

pines consumes a staggering 163
million sachets every day.”

To put that into an individia)
perspeclive, that means that every
one of the 113,419,913 people in
this country (the estimated popu-
lation as of Aug. 15, 2022) creates
23.8 kilograms of plastic wasre
— in other words, an amount {by
1nass) just a bitsmaller than a halt-
sack of rice — every vear.

A study published by the World
Wildlife Fund in 2020 estimated
that up 1o 35 percent, or about
245,000 metric luns of the plastic
waste find their way into the Phil
ippines’ environment every year,
and of that volume, according
W the Wocld Bank study, abuut
750,000 metric tons are discarded
in the acean, Estimates of haw

much plastic waste is recycled vary
between 10 and 15 percent: the re-

| mainderis dispesed of in land#lls. %

laws with the "Solid Waste Act of
200" (Republic Act 9003 ), butfull
implenentation and enforcement
ol the law has never been achieved
In the years since, the government
has developed several large-scale
strategy "rvad maps” to improve
wasle managemenl, all of which '
have been predicated on more
stringent enforcement of RA 9003,
These plans indlude the Na-
tional Solid Waste Management
Srrategy 2012 2016, which set a
larget of diverting 50 percent of
solid waste by 2016; an updated
strategy 1o the 2017-2022 Philip-
pine Develapment Plan (PP},
which reset the target ta 80 percent
solid-waste diversion by 2022;
and the Philippine Action Plan
for Sustainable Consumption and
Production (PAP4SCP) published
hy the National Fconomic am
Development Authority in 201::}
which was essentially 2 detaile
revisivn of the strategy set forth iy
the 2017-2022 PDE In addition, in
Navember of last year Uie Depart-
wentof Envirmnment and Natual
Rescurces adopled the Nativna
Plan of Action for Masine Litg|
it developed with the UN Devel-
opment Propram, That initiative
Targels zero waste in Philippine
wilers by 2040, but, as 4 result of
the change in administration after

|

While the problem is small in
comparison o the huge amount
of plastic waste it BEIETALES On 118
oveny, the Philippies nevertheless
also has t0 contend with plastic
waste imported from other coun.
tries, primarily the Uniied States,
South Kurea and long Kong. In
2019, the [ast year for which there
isreliable data, the p| ulippines im-
ported an additional 17,761 melric
tons of plastic waste, more than
half of them from the US, And
this is just the amoum imported
legaily; no real estimates exist for
the amount of plastic waste ille-
gally imported each vear, usually
by misclassifying il in customs
declarations. [igh-profile seizures
ol smuggled waste in recent veqrs,
mast aotably from Canadsa, South
Koreaand the US, suppest that the
true volume of imported plastic
waste is likely much higher than
official data indicates.

Management of solid waste in
the Philippines according 1o the
"3 Rs" principle — Reduce Re-
use, Recycle — was codified into

The saale of the plastie waste 5l lem

> MonsterA8

the May 2022 clections, Is st
awaiting implementation,

For now, the PAPLSCP s 1)
main blueprint for the Phili
Pites’ viaste inanagement slrateg
and the new initiatives (g manay
plastic waste are either ditect «
indirect results of it, While b
may be ronsiderad progress, wh
has been accomplished so far he
already fallen behind the schedy]
envisioned by the plan,

The PAP4SCP sets furth shont
term (2020-2022), medium-tern
(2022-2030) and long-tern
(2030-2040) actions to be raker
in policy and regularion; re.
search, innovation and technal.
OgY; infrastructure; and promao
tion and educarion, One key
difference between the PAP4SCP
and earlier road maps is that the
action plan places more empha-
$is oa private-sector invalvement
in waste reduction, the basis of the
plan’s only significant accom-
plishment so far, the passage of
Ihe Lxtended Producer Respon-
sibility Aer (RA 11898),



{ STORY SI0RY
PACE (LT3

-~ STRATEGIC
Communicanoy
AND
At ibid

INITIATIVES

——— SERVICE

| aa

p0B-24-2°7

FACE

e

Pagkamit ng Climate
Justice sa QC
SIMULA nang manu lEn ako bilang Vics Mayor, namla b ’
o e Wi
taas ng mmmmw denvlronm S%Depammlmwkmm
:g':ma ngdﬂan noargnagnuu msﬂ s& &ling procurement pro-
angemnmeoha . Pavannekarwnr\g direksyon a o!anoparasa
Sablsangc;tyﬂesolutlon 7999-2019 nagdeklara ng PB@'%I_‘? Sﬂ'@ﬂm' ng %no Loce!
monak.amd

ncysanz lto sUMUpOra sa |
p%'tmsadnamng b nglgkaukasm i ﬂaﬂﬂlaﬂﬂamnammbwm
ang nag-isa ngmspodsaPlll a3 na bahagi ng G40 tuwmnangmngmdmawmmmhm

ng mga mamamayan.

tuon sa pagbabawas ng epeko ng climate change, gusto Paluloy din ﬁ pag-partner sa arganisasyon

natm ma%r;g simula para sa iba pang lungsod na agad  tulad ng C40 Air Asia, at WGM&M%
um: sa pa‘gad sakatuparan nito.

aon2019rmgsiunulanraung a ordi- ngllmngknsve masosolusyLnan lang ang climate
nansa, katuwang mﬂ s C1i8is &6 pam nng pagkakalsa at samaafpmege

mw VaoeMayoar‘amSanna kilos ng iba-ibang sektor, Makakaasa kayo namagsi
sa dine-in customars, At mamlm %ms Quazon matuldukan
programa para sa kalikasan, mmcp‘:\m&nam ﬂncg-»mga na s sl
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ANDREW J. MASIGAN
s

A step back i; ou—r— .
climate change effort

he conservative Republi-

tan agenda continues to rip

through American legal fab-
ric. Just after the overturn of the
1973 decision of Roe vs. Wade
{which legalized abortion in Amer-
ica), the American Supreme Court
ruled anew to cffectively clip the
powers of the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). )

Why is this relevant to us? The EPA was established
in 1970 by then US president Richard Nixon to manage:
greenhouse gas enussions. Ihe decision of the Supreme
Court stripped the EPA of its power to regulate emis-
sions from fossil fuel power plants and to mandate
{or expedite) the shift of America’s power source mix
from fossil fuel to renewable energy. In other words,
the EPA can no longer enforce climate chax;gg action
on the power industry. The Supreme Court effectively
took away America’s most effective tool to mitigate
climate change.

America is the second largest emitter of grecnhouse
gases, spewing 4.745 billion metric tons of carbon di-
oxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated gases
into our atmosphere every year (data from 2019). For
context, the largest emitter of greenhouse pases is
China, who dumps $.877 billion metric tons into the
atmosphere, while the Philippines is responsible for
only 135,3 million metric tons.

The Supreme Court’s -3 ruling allows coal fired
power plants in America (o operate unhampered and
without consequence.

The lawsuit was filed by Republican states, led by
Wesl Virginia, a coal producing state. While Republi-
cans celebrate the Supreme Court decision, environ-
mental groups, including those in the Philippines,
are expressing exasperation. Coal-fired power plants
account for 25 percent of American greenhouse gas
emissions.

The United Nations expressed serious concern since
the Supreme Court’s decision will make it harder to
achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement. For those
unaware, the goal of the Paris Agreement is to limit the
merease of global temperature by 1.5 dcg;ces Celsius.

To ex the 1.5 degrees Celsius threshold will trig-
ger changes in the plamet’s atmospheric balancee and this
could be fatal to all life forms. Time is ticking and we
are already feeling the consequences of climale change.
In America and Europe, extreme blizzards, frequent
forest fires and severe droughts have become a natural
oceurrence. In tropical countries like the Philippines,
frequent and increasingly violent typhoons, higher sea
levels and storm s ve become annual tragedics.
The UN has declared the Supreme Court decision a step
back in human survival with worldwide repercussions.

Bul the decisions a vindication for Donald Trump.
It will be recalled that in 2021, the US Court of Appeals
struck down Donald Trump’s Affordable Clean Energy
rule. That rule would haye imposed limits on a Clean Air
Actprovision that provides the EPA authority to regrulate
emissians from exisling power plants. With this decision,
Trump finally got his way. Curiously, three of the nine
Supreme Court members are Trump nominees.

The ruling of the Supreme Court was based on what
is called the "Major Questions Doctrine.” In essence,
the doctrine dictates that federal agencies, like the EPA,
cannot implement policies of great importance and
social impact without the express consent of Congress,
The [act that the EPA continues to regulate the emis-
sions of coal power plants and the power industry as
a whole, without a congressional mandate, makes it
illegal, they argue.

West Virginia Altorney General Patrick Morrisey, a
Republican, called the ruling “a huge victory against
federal overreach and excess of administrative state.”

Themajority of Republicans do not consider climate
c.han%s an issue urgent enough to cull the coal indus-
try. The Pew Research Center savs that Democrats
are more than three times as likely as Republicans to
say that dealing with climate chenge should be a top
priority (78 percent vs. 21 percent). Less than a thind
of registered Republicans nationwide said that climate
change is caused mostly by human activities - the
greater majority claim that it is a natural phenomenon.

Paolitically, this is a defeat for US President Joe Biden,
who intended to lead the world inclimate change miti-
gation. Not anly is his mult-billion package of climate
change investments stuck in Congress, now the EPAis
de-fanged. Tt is a defeat for both the democratic agenda
and environmentalists.

President Biden called the ruling “another devastat-
ﬁdcdﬁion that aims ta take our country backwards.

ile this decision risks damaging our nation’s ability
to our air clean and combat climate change, I'will
not relent in using my lawful authorities Lo protect
public health and tackle the climate crisis.”

Biden subsequently directed his legal team to work
with the Justice Department to review the ruling and
find ways under federal law to prolect against pollu-
tion, includ.in§ emissions that cause climate change. It
is stillunclear how the Biden administration can regain
regulatory sway over the coal industry.

Invoking the Major Questions Doctrine was rarely
argued in court until recently. Bul this is a precedent
that opens the way for other lawsuits meant to question
other regulatory powers of the US Federal government.
Many suspect that the Clean Water Act will he next to
be questioned. The same for No Vaccine Mandate and
Same-Sex Marriages. Clearly, the US Supreme Court
is Jeading America back to conservatism according to
the Republican agenda.

No matter what direction the political winds blow,
no one can deny that the planet is deteriorating to-
wards a dangerous path as humana continue to burn
fossil fuels at an alarming rate. This is a huge step
back for America, for the world and for humanity. We
can only hope that President Biden finds legal ways
to mitigate if not eliminate the use of fossil fuel power
in his own backyard. n

Email imdrew_rs6@yahioo.com. Follow him on Twitter
@aj_masigan
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PCSD sounds the alarm

“ ' . » .
HE statc of the region is

d'm-ll

Sointoned Aty Teodoto
Jose ““I'I™ 3. Maita, sxecutive
dicector of the Palawan Counil
for Sustainzbie Devclopment. in
a video preseararion char PCSD
showed duting te Palawan Plan-
aing Summit held from Augost
17-19 1a Puerte Princesa City

ED Marta was praacipaly reret
zing to forest cover, long a main
asser and atinching ot Pulawan,
dubbed by maay as “the last ftoa-
der” in the Phifippines. It is also a
major ccosystem centet, whether
above pround, benearb the ground,
and even hencarh rhe warer'’s edge,

Ia the video, ED Matta cited
the damage done by Typhoon
Odetie, saying = destroyed some
60% of the forest cover in the
aorthern pact of the sland prov-
mee. A shocking nomber given
thar Palawan is very rarely visited
by yphooas, and the island for-
est cover consists of nwmerous
hardwiod speries, with mahngany
heing my favonte,

But just one wayward typhoon,
aad what nature has nursed
through decades, centuries even,
is flattened to the ground or
wiped oot

The alarm that PCSD
is sonnding stonld bave
been sounded Hhronghon! Hie
rest of the conntry lonz ago.’

MAROON BLOODED

JOSE BAYANI BAYLON

Jnstas interesuag is the damage
1o forest cover done in the seuth-
ern part of Palawan, where miniy:
activiry is going on, Bur contrary
to common belief, Matta cites not
mining but agriculmural exprasion,
humaa serdements and urbaniza-
don and even kaingin as the main
reasons for the mwajor (Macza used
the word “devastating”) loss of
faresr cover in rthe sourh,

Of these, agricnlmral expansion
was the biggest reasen for the
devastating degradation or loss of
forest cover from 2003 2013,

To address thesg problems,
Matta is urging provinedal of-
ficials to consider incarporating
refaresration in their develop
men: plans. He is asking each
LGU (1 think there are abont 22
ot so munijcipaliities, plus Muesto
I'rincesa) to allocate 10,000 hect-
azes - at the minimum - for this
campa.pn. Am hoping the LGU
leaders wall listen,

The alarm that PCSD is sound-
ing should have heen sounded
throughout the rest of the countsy
long ago. It is population growih

that fuels human sertdements and
urbanizaton and agucaliursl ex-
paasion that has primadly left this
conntuy naked, its hardwood trees
chopped diwn ro saristy the mar-
ket here (and abroad) of a FTOwing
pupt.lal.uu. I you guu&_k: “Philip-
pine fotest cover.” you are bound
1 come acnoss A4 ser of images
showing the Philippines and how iz
has changod aver the decades ftomn
a green set of islands to one tha:
is almost totally brown. Almost,
that is, except =1 a few pockers
of the courty like nottheastern
Misiduran, huurhcm Palawean, part
ol the Sierra Madre and even the
Mouatain Province, Interestingly,
facse are mostly the mining areas
of the covntsy!

As a fzecuent visitor 1o Palawan
—and one who has plaared over 50
tzces i L mindoyr arca of Nickel
Asia Corporation 19 Rio Tubz
in Ratamaza mwn ag parr of onre
cotporate tission o hurn a4 mine
thar Gixd gave us into a forese to

give back, I prav that the political

leadership of Pelawan led by Gov
Dennis M. Socrates will pay heed
tiy the alarm call of the PCSD.
Let's do what we caa to restore
the forests and rhe hindiversiy

habitats 1n that beautdfil island!
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furmatian Iss'cm%ru-
(Ion di the "No

b+ .§
“No coﬂccﬂon

ThL Meve was in com-
phanu. w lt.h thudarmve

dty ok c‘lean

the envitonment and

?ead\ ;lvcerv asident of

mus waste
i proper

w ‘dax”AA' Ad-
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no co ection in Imus

garba trucks, to re-
ﬁi fee;., and
évery ut—
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degradabic

ble md recyclable

m.'ma
Personne! from the
Ovisitevery haran-

5“3 and siffos ta inform,

e CENRO I also
conductmg seminars in

gty about thé ’

ga:bage policy.

A “Bantay Kalikasan”
also oolﬂumed clean-up
o{ rivers In the different

it the city as well

a.~> toad dearing opera-

. Hons,.
™ Advineula’s directive

umPuhu to all thees-— is in acrordance with Ex-

laantsofmw?viﬂag&sm
to reduce
tmhbeing

ecutive Order No. 19-A
vol- ; and Republic ActNo. 91013

or the “Eoological Solid

Waste \hnagﬁmmf Act
of 2000
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Why a flying foxin Masungi is good news for Metro Manila

ONP of the largest bats in the

world, the mottle-winged
flying fox (Desmalapex leucop-
terus}, has been seen in the Masungi
landscape. This was confirmed by
mammal researchers Maria Di-
choso and foel Sammiento. It is the
first time this elusive flying fox as
documented in Rizal province. The
sighting occurred a fow days inta a
research expedition supported by
the Canadian embassy through the
Canada Fund for Lacal Initiatives
and the Buhay-llang research team.
Ihe flying fox belongs 1o a genus
of bats that can only be seen in the
Philippines and isendemic to Luzon.
It has medium to pale brown wings
with white blotches on the edge of
the wing and arund the wingtip., Its
sesembles a fox in appearance, hence
the name, but is actually a bat, ‘The
motde-winged flying fox resides in
moumainous and forested areas in
Luzon. Scientists have collecuad their
specimen at the Dalion Pass, There
havebeen accounts of their sighting in
Balhalasang, Kalinga province, which
hints at their seasonal movement.
‘This is a significant “discovery”
as it confirms that the Masungi’s
efforts at reforestation are working,
According to Dichoso, *It says a
lot about Masungi 1o see this type
of flying fox as it tends 10 forage
in smaller groups and in cluttered

URBANISTA

DAPHNE
OSENA PAEZ

canopies to lessen their exposure
1o predators. There is an abun-
dance of food resources found in
Masungi which the flying foxes use
as a feraging site. This indicates
Masungi is protected and has a
healthy farest within its borders.*

Dichoso says that duding the first
legof their research in February 2022,
the Marmmnals Team saw an uniden-
tified bat species flying around the
ateas, feeding on the young flowers
of the cotton trees and figs, Since they
are bigger than the average comnion
bat, they are easily seen and observed.
‘These bat species are motivated by
fotaging. They help in pollinatingand
dispersing seeds of native trees

In January 2021, Ivisited Masungi
Geureserve, a conservation area
with an adventure geo-tourism site
with modetate to difficult treks and
climbs amidsl suspension bridges
and walkwavs, ‘logether with our
three daighters, we did the Discov-
ery Trail one day and the Legacy Trail
the next. Itwasa fantastic experience
navigating through rope bridges
and caves. The Legacy tail actively

exposed us to reforestation efforts
Each participant got to plant trees.
The trek included a brief Tecture
on the importance of reforestation
in order to regenerate the Upper
Marikina watershed.

It was great o have the children
plant trees in Masungi where they
had 2 view of Metro Manila. They
had context and saw its relation
to the mountains They learned
firsthand how trees can help pre-
vent floods and erosion, They saw
different species of birds like flying
lizards and native flowers like the
Tayabak or jade vine. My kids are
familiar with my habby of grow-
ing Philippine native trees in my
nursery at home. We usually give
Away our native tree seedlmgs as
presents or plant them in areas
near our small farm in Cavite.

My hobby of growing Philippine
natiwe trees started from saving little
wiklings in my village park. Wildings
are infant trees that found their way
10 grow by embedding themselves in
the ground. They dont hawe much
chance of survival in our park hecause
there isn't enough space and the park
is used for play. I give them a second
chance to live by scocping them our,
complete with the 1oot system and
soil, and replant them in small pots,
When they reach at leas: 2 feet in
height, they are ready to be planted. |

nimasmall native tree adoption nurs
ery in my home. It is 2 one-womar
show; with occasional help from my
husband and three children. It can
easily be scaled up with minimal enst
'The confirmation of the existence
of the endemic flying fox in Masungi
is a very significant development not
just for Masungi or the giant bats, but
for residents of Metro Manila and its
surtow kdings. We plant native trees so
that we can encourage biodiversity in
the Upper Mariking watershed. Rut
all these are just trendy buzzwords
for keyboard activists and savwy en-
treprenens, It i when we really see
endemic animals, insects and birds
and beautiful rare flowerisg trees and
vines that we feel we have proof that
our reforestation efforts make sense.
Apparently it is not enotgh that our
own cxistence as Metro Manila ur-
hanites is made possible by the water
supply thatissourced from the Upper
Marilina watershed. Or that the trees
in Masungi help protact Metro Manila
wsidents from floads and landshides.
'Ihe forest rangess, researchers and
friends of Masungi are doing their
best. The flying fox is a good indicator
of small wins We shall celebrate. But
this is not enough. We need stronger
protection and enforcement of an
anti-loggmg and mining ban in the
area. Fvery urbanista in Metro Manila
should be involved and concemed.
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Compel barangays 5
to collect rainwater |48 .

Thirly-lluee years ago, all baran-
gays were obligated Lo collect
rainwater. Hardly. apy has com-
plied. The aim of the Rainwater Col-
lector and Springs Development Act of
1984, R A, 6716, is simple Rediice flirods
during the wet season and have water
during the dry. Flooding and drought
are of erisie proportion today. Won't
anyone act yel?

The Department of Public Works
and Highways was supposed Lo pin-
point the lowest arcas ot every baran-
pay. Rainwaler catchments shall be
dug up there. The wider and deeper,
the beter, Canala can be directed and
drainpipes laid down onto the im-
poundments.

Barangavs can have food, Plant vep-
etables and fruits around the impnund-
ments. With surrounding soil always
wel, harvest will be plenty. Seed the
ponds with Llilapia, carp, cattish and
mudfish. Probably rock crabs and frogs
toen. Those will prevent the spread of
mosquiloes. Use vegelable trimmings
and kitchen peelings for feeds. Also
manure from a chicken coop built atop
the pond. Richer barangay residents can
donate growth pellets.

Impoundments can be barangay
recreation parks, Shade trees can be
planted, and huts and umhbrella tables
set up. If the pond is big; vmm[;h. put
paddle boats. Charge upkecp (ees.

Barangays can have drinking wa*
ter. The Depaclment of Science and
Technology., community“engineers
and technnlogy students can pul their
heads Logether. Filter chambers can be
designed to clean the water. Befare the
final chamher can be one with clear
enimigh water for shuwers, toilels and
dishwashing as picnic amenities.

Water impounding has long been
practiced. From the air in Australia’s
arid zones, one can spot a series uf
giant "turkey nests™ on hilltops.
For irrigation, water is released into
canals spiraling down the hillsides,
pathering momentum, to gush onto,
farms. Former Rep. Felicito Payamo
adopted the mct{:od in his Bataan
home province in the 19808, He was
past president of Engineering Equip-
ment Tne. :

For communiity-level impound-
ment, consult for [ree environment
lawyer Antenio Oposa. He has dug
several in the subdivision where he
lives south of Manila. Years ago, the
Supreme Court affirmed Oposa’s vase
to compel national and local govern-
ments lo clean up Manila Bay and
surrounding rivers.

Malls, factories, office and residential
condos, churches, schools and homes
must have their own catchments.
Rainwater can be collected from roots,
gutters and downspouts. From the
catchments can be derived free water
for firefighting, pardening, hiosing cars,
parages, fonces, walls and windows,
Such architecture was commonin the
190s. India, Malaysta, Singapore and
Thailand 'mﬁie.d;it.. ! '

The typhoun season is upon us.
Floods again'threaten to destroy low-
land homes, shups, cars, furnitire,
appliances and personal records. Yet
mountainside quarrying goes on.. 1 He
mindset of nalural resource bureau-
crats is that they’re there tn parcel off
rick quarries for construction. To hell
with the garbage-producing dwellers
below,

Behind each quarry is a politico as
owner or protector. [n Congress, they
arm-twist environment officials to shu
up. Confirmation hearings of Cabinet
members ate ongeing,

Expect oateries due tn flooding
deaths. Fxpect the news to die down

il next year’s disasters. And so il gocs.

At the Marikina Watershed in Rizal
thrive quarries and illegal swimming
ponl resorts. Having carved up the
mountains, chopped down trees
and diverted riverways, their armed
goons control the uplands. Park rang-
ers of Masungi Georeserve in Baras
town are beiny; shot at and mauted Lo
scram. Their lives are in danper. “We
don‘t know how long we can hold the
line,” reforestation foundation head
Ben Dumaliang laments. He pays the
rangers from modest incomes from
eco-tourists in the Masungi limestone
and rewilding site.

The Mines and Geosciences Bureau
insisls that Lhere will always be floeds
in the valiey of Marikina, 5an Mateo,
Cainta and Quezon City below. Yes,
but the quarries up there worsen and
hasten the floods. Scientists from.
the National Museum, University of
the Philippines, UN Development
Program, International Union for
Conservalion ef Mature and World
Commission on Protected Areas said
s0. Same with past environment secs
aetaries Angel Alcala, Gina Lopez and
Roy Cimatu. v

Follow cur Facebook Page: ips:/f
wwfacebook.comdfarfusBondoc.online.

Catch Sapnl radio show, Saturdays, 8
to 10 a.m., divl7 (882-AM),
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