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Editorial
A Department of Water
is critical for the nation

TH[S week, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) hosted

'

the Asia Water Forum 2022, a three-day virtual event

that examined the challenges, prospects and oppor-
tunities for water security and development throughout
the region. It is thus a good time to revisit one of the most
disappointing failures of the previous Congress, the lack of
action on the creation of the critically needed Department
of Water Resources (DWR).

2019, representatives filed 35 separate bills that would cre-
ate the DWR, resulting in a consolidated bill — House Bill
(HB) 4944, authored by Albay Second District Rep. Jose Ma.
Clemente “Joey” Salceda — that was approved by the House
committees on government reorganization and public works

~and highways in November 2019. Similar measures were in-

~ troduced and sent to committees in the Senate as well, but
that was as far as the effort went. The 18th Congress ended
with no DWR being born, obliging legislators to go back to
square one and reintroduce the measures.

Fortunately, several members of both the House have
expressed the intention to do just that, and we ‘hop thatth col- .
leagues will treat the matter with the urgency it deserves this time.

Currently, water resources in the Philippines are governed by a
scattershot, dlsorgamzed framework; there are at least 39 differ-
ent agencies involved, with much competition for funding and
jurisdiction. This stands in stark and uncomplimentary contrast
to the examples of just about every other organized country on
earth, where water management is accorded ministerial status; -
either through astand-alone, dedicated department, or through
concentrating regulatory authority within another relevant de-
partment, such as the Department of the Interior in the US, or
other countries” public works departments.

According to the terms of the aborted HB 4944, the number
of agencies dealing with water policy and management would
be reduced to just two, the new DWR, and the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB), which is primarily responsxble for
allocation of water resources and would continue in its current
form. At least 10 other agencies would either be transferred
to the new department, or have their functions absorbed by
it, including the River Basin Control Office; the Manila Bay
Coordinating Office of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR); the flood management planning
and sediment functions of the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH); the water supply sanitation unit of the
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG); the
water quality management section of the Environmental Man-
agement Bureau of the DENR; the Metro Manila Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS); the Local Water Utilities Administra-
tion (LWUA); the Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA);
and the National Irrigation Ac Administration 1 (NIA).

I

The failure was not for lack of an enthusiastic start. In

- agencies to handle similar activities, multiplying budg'eta

There were a couple of things about the proposed DWR un-
der HB 4944 that were appealing. First and most importantly,
the new department would greatly streamline manage u\an.?L
the critical water sector. Philippine governing style has al
favored inefficiency, creating an endless number of sep

and creating unnecessary overlapping jobs. Streamlining this
— which, significantly, would be clearly within the MErc@d'
administration’s “rightsizing” objectives, would reduce'costs %
and improve performance. The proposed DWR could also
help to improve regulation of privatized water infrastructure,
since resources among different areas of responsibility cw
be shared and indirect impacts quickly identified.

The recent Asia Water Forum, however, revealed one key
consideration that should be made part of any bill reintroduc
ing the DWR. There is a close and inseparable relanonshlp
between water, energy and food production, such that any
development in one should take into account the impact of
the other two. Here in the Philippines, for example, energy
and agriculture combined account for just over 91 percent of
water demand; conversely, water management accounts for
between 2 percent and 3 percent of the country’s electricity
demand. Thus, one improvement that we would recom-
mend is that the organizational structure of a new proposed
DWR should have close cooperation with the Department
of Agriculture and the Department of Energy built into it, in
whatever manner is deemed most practical. ;
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Flood uncontrolled

Solving a problem starts
with identifying and acknowl-
edging its cause. In past
days, agencies have engaged in
finger-pointing and shielding
a pet project of the previous
administration

have paralyzed parts of Ma-

a.
While the Metropolitan Ma-
nila Development Authori
denied that the dolomite bea
along Manila’s Baywalk area
was to blame, the Department
of Public Works and Highways
i dmitted that the artificial
,geach project “partly” caused
the flooding that was so dee
‘motorists refused to drive thei
.ml:cles ﬂ;tough the wa:&lr,

forecasters sai wasaot heavy

flood alerts. A similar problem,
.although on a lesser scale, was

The MMDA is in charge of
internal drainage in Metro Ma-
nila, bqt it pomted to three un-
| hed pumping stations and

by the DPWH as the cause of
the flooding that took hours to

from criticism

over the massive floods that

the onset
enoughtowarrantthelssuance 8
of color-coded rainfall and

agam experienced earha'ﬂus ;

- the dolongite beaahl
a plEeiine being constructed -

subside.

The DPWH for its part,
“explained that th xro]ecf is
taking longer to finish because
the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources -

uired the extension of pipes
by another 300 meters along
with enhanced pumping ca-
pacity to ensure that wa-
ter does not soil the dolomite

~ beach, a ro]ect of the DENR.

Com etion of the drain-
[j)ect is targeted in the
e or end of September,
accordmg to the DPWH. In the
meantime, instead of floodwa-

ters draining directly into Ma-

nila Bay, the water is diverted

to Pasig River through the

Bal ing station.

" Does this mean the public
vill have to put up for at least

g nother month with torrential

vrtion‘ i
a massiv ring  flooding each time there isa
the evei our. This éheavy downpour? The pan-
was afte - demic lockdowns ended last
continue ~year. Why weren’t mitigation
Thursday,

esures t in place before
g{u the gngﬁo

Bay w:thout

there’s a glimmer of a ,ﬂ'f.
The government must get to
work on it qulckly
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e&ts and not in a g
" way — of the late—stage
admlmstratlon was
~ tion, at a cost of wel [

% alongastmch of M:

parallel to Roxas Boulevard. The

dolomite beach, which has the
appearance and texture of cat litter,
was roundly criticized at the time

for a number of reasons, some
of which were clearly valid. The

Duterte admrmstratfoa, fori its part, - body from the government had
defen eof anything to say about it until

its lar Ma@laBaymhabMM  Tuesday, M
effomandasm gagd@the \ W velopment Authority
pIesarmmHml ; DA) ‘released a statement
}# that e construction of the

government may have underesti-

mated how much the beach would
actually cost. A bit of

beach engmeermg indicated that
creating one is not that dxfﬁcult. but

_that keepn;xg it mtact and ace,

forL Fot“all that, however, thebach

NE of the noteworthy pro;- :

& "Zdolomlte"b

ROUGH
TRADE

KRITZ
g bu theﬂoodmglaﬁ

of a strong tropical storm than just
average summer MONSOON Tains.
Despite the flood and its result-
ing disruption being a popular
topic of conversation in con-
ventional and social media, no-

aﬁ;sem

" those unaVarlable. the only outlet

for the ﬂood water was pptﬂﬁping.
at <d arges into the

the volume ﬁllmg the streets.
That led to a lot of “1 told

50’8 béing expressed on 46 aL

medla, it seemed that

bifdubr&m: perfram %l:*\ k&m:%‘sginém

not likely to quse

was apparently wrong, [.ast Frrday
evening, the city was subjected to
a couple of hours of hmvy rain.
This caused spot_flood

nt confirmed The MMD

but potentially harmful had been
A, however,

issued a follow-up statement a few
hours after the first to partly walk

b,agk their earher statement; the

number of areas, which i not an ADA said, only the
unusual occurrence, What was stations.

unusual, howeverr% heavy ‘mar ’feople are buying
flooding in Manila on the maje vised a(planauon, and they

streets running roughly parallel

to the dolomite beach — Roxas
Boulevard and Taft Avenue and
their cross-streets b n Kalaw -
Avenue and Quirino venue This
area is not immune to occasional

=

shouldn t. The dolomite beach
is the cause of the flooding. The
realignment of the stormwater
'pumpmg stations, as a compo-
nent project of the larger Manila

Bay rehabilitation, would have

e, more typr b

been done at some point, beach
orno beach. If the beach were not
there, however, those three stations

& BEN y;ium have been built while the

existing drainage system — albeit
onein serious need of an upgrade
still functioning, thus
nizing, if not eliminating,

the ﬂoodmg problem. Installing
the beach which has no drainage
function, as most of it has a con-
crete base, anyway — undid the
old system, and left no drainage at
all in that area until the new system
is completed. The DPWH, whose
priorities and sense of urgency
over the past three years seem to
have been limited to “projects that
will make (now former) Secretary
MarkVillar look good for his Senate

campaign,” dragged its heels and
didn't coordinate with the Depart-

\rtm 1ent d Public- ment qﬁEnvrronmem and Natural
'-'. *Dmu .\w‘ g

SOUICes (DENR) on the beach
leading to the current mess.
> should be consequences
thls, but, of course, there won't
be; overlooking or even rewarding
“bad faith is the rule rather than
the exception in government here.

ke

The interpersonal drama that
has erupted over the leadership
of the Philippine Economic Zone
‘Authority (PEZA) is an embar-
rassment. It is not a good look for
potential or existing investors, and
something President Bongbong
Marcos Jr. should have intervened
— as he has the absolute authority
to do — to resolve already.

The squabble is the result of
Duterte-era PEZA director Charito
Plaza’s refusing to abide by the
blanket directive — the first ex-
ecutive order issued by the new
president, as a matter of fact — for
all of the previous administration’s
appointees to vacate their posi-
tions, unless otherwise directed
to remain in a holdover capacity,
which she was not. Without going
into all the mind-numbing legal
details, Plaza has argued a different

interpretation of the terms of her
employment at PEZA that exempts
her from the order to leave, and so
has not accepted being temporar-
ily replaced by her former deputy.
Not surprisingly, that has led
to the sort of banana-republic
shenanigans that often happen
when an unwilling official is told
to surrender his or her position
— people being locked out of of-
fices, carrying out an argument by
way of overdramatic statements
to the media, and so on.
Although Plaza had a reasonably
good record in her tenure at PEZA
and has been endorsed for retention
by a number of business groups, it
inevitably raises suspicions when
any official is so aggressive in efforts
to remain in office when all circum-
stances indicate that he or she should
not. It does not necessarily mean
there is some wrongdoing afoot, but
itis an indication that an individual

.considers himself or herself more

important than the system, which is
a personality trait that has no place
in government at any level.

It is up to President Marcos to
decide if Plaza’s recalcitrance is
enough to disqualify her from
being retained in her position,
but apart from that, if she can be
convinced to dial the ego down a
couple of notches, she would not
really be a bad choice; particularly
given the difficulty the president
seems to be having in filling some
key jobs. Plaza has done creditable
work, has the backing of some busi-
ness groups, and there is something
to be said for continuity, unless
a major policy shift is planned.
Whatever his decision, President
Marcos should make it quickly; the
squabble over the PEZA leadership
isaproblem that the country doesn't
need to have, and it simply makes
him look like he does not have a
firm grip on his own bureaucracy.

_ ben kritz@manilatimes.net
Twitter: @benkritz
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THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) on
Wednesday backed a pro-
posal to tax the consump-
tion of single-use plastics

‘to curb plastic pollution in

the country.
“Imposing tax on single-

‘use plastics is a positive
‘development for the envi-

ronment in several ways. It

‘can promote use of reusable

packaging, reduce single-
use plastic wastes, and ex-
tend the life of sanitary
landfills,” Environmental

Management Bureau (EMB)

Director William Cunado
said in reaction to the pro-
posal of Finance Secretary

- Benjamin Diokno.

He said that the DENR
pushed for a similar tax

measure to combat plastic
pollution during the ad-

ministration of President
Rodrigo Duterte.

Cufado said that the pro-
posal “can potentially re-
place the ‘throw-away cul-
ture’ and address the long-
standing problem of plastic
wastes ending up.in our
oceans and waterways.” Sin-

gle-use plastics are among

the primary wastes collected

during the DENR's coastal

cleanup campaigns.
Cunado acknowledged

‘that implementing the tax’

single-use plastics

measure may need careful
deliberation with other
government agencies, as
“imposing an additional
expense on stakeholders
need to be reasonable and
beneficial.”

He said that the country
should institutionalize a
circular economy that aims
to reuse, re-manufacture or
recycle waste.

Republic Act 11898 or
the “Extended Producer
Responsibility Act 0f2022,”
which lapsed into law on
July 23, 2022, aims to in-
stitutionalize the Extended
Producer Responsibility or
EPR system in RA 9003 or

the “Ecological Solid Waste

Management Act of 2000.”
Under the EPR scheme,
manufacturers will be re-
spons1ble for the treatment,
disposal or recycling of their
post-consumer products
“As long as there is an
abundant supply of dis-
posable plastics produced,
consumers will always use
these out of convenience.

“But, if these will be taxed,

it may serve as motivation
for the public to opt for
reusable or recyclable prod-
ucts, which can result in a
waste-free behavior for the

betterment of the environ-

ment,” Cunado said.
. _BELLA CARIASO
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resources underscored at Mmmt
Kanlaon Natural Park Festival

By GMZV[ Y. MASCULINO

S)x loml government units (LGUs) on
Negros Island urged communities to help
protect the environment and conserve
natural resources during the opening of
the Mount Kanlaon Natural Park (MKNP)
Fesﬁval on Tuesday, Aug. 9.

These LGUs are Bago City, San Carlos
City, La Carlota City, Murcia, and La Cas-

tellammNengOcc:dmmlandCanlaon.

to the pandemic, it was postponed for

two years.
'l‘tnsyear,Bago(htyhostedﬂiecelebm

According to Pinosa, the celebra-
tion commemorates the enactment of
Republic Act 9154 (the Mount Kanlaon
Law) in 2001

Pinosa said the law was made to pm—
tect, cmsetve,anddemlopd\emnaxmng‘
natural resources, history, and culture
and arts within the MKNP.

The law declared 2,435 hectamd*on
Mount Kanlaon as protected area, ‘hc—
cording to Pinosa.

“This year, we wanted to enhaﬁce
the biodiversity values, smeggthen life

7 thosaxdthatxtlsalsobstﬁthngm

celebkateﬂusevuusimultaam:slywnﬂa
dxefkstmdxgenmmPeople(IP)Assembly
in

City.
“We need the help of the IPs, they
only not represent the katutubos, but

their practices are alesson that we should
also mmndshwetheyluwwmnne

" more than we do,” Yulo said. “Mount

on is not only about the mountain

and volcano. It’s also about taking care
of the Earth, of our natural resources, as
they play a very crucial role in the balance
of nature. We have to make a contribution
because we are very much affected by

happening around us.”

hll creations on Earth, according

to fnlo, the most destructive are hu-
mah'bemgs, but the solution also lies in

'hli’ﬁns “If we only break the cycle in
this modern

world, we could bring back

the glory of nature and we will live in
harmonywith nature.”

 The W

d}eoonsdousnessofﬂlecom~

lastﬁmhuofﬂ:eNegmsforwt,amd

ing to Mae Ann Furtos, senior

officer of Bago City. i
Furtos said the local government is

giving importance to its environmental

advocacy.

The city hosts the Bago Watershed
and Bago River that provide livelihood
to thousands of farmers in the province
to their farms, she said.

Bago City is also part of the Negros
Occidental Wetlands declared as the
seventh Ramsar Site in the Philippines
and East Asian-Australasian Flyway Site.

Furtos said the southern Negros
Occidental locality is also home to the
Irrawaddy dolphin, a shy-type dolphin
species, which is considered endangered.

“Our local environmental programs
and other initiatives really have interna-
tional impact,” she said, assuring that
the city government will continue to take
necessary measures to protect and con-

its tourism sector.
i

08-11-22

Al
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expenence, ally for
like me.

But beyond q glitter e
shows happening, it was the a
that made tlie event more mea

_ scale o ucers who have s A
goals for both meamt and ‘the
planet. 4

As an indigenous person from the
Lias tribe of Mountain Province, I felt

generations.

e rice that were abundant during then-

My grandmavaould
many species, “including Fi%

ood years, went extinct. It's a

3 an % ~ - 1 .
prod?icts than just beﬁig nati)

indigenous.
Heirloom products ﬁoxmthe&meof

like I was in a platform that supponed ‘indigenous peoples’ (IPs) subsistence.

our cause.
The expo is the country’s bigg
and trade show and as such, provided a -

myriad of opportunities for both visitors I

and itors. Surely, we are grateful to
the organizers of the event for providing
pla to sustainable enterprises and
orgamzahons, including Slow Food
Philipp
g e Slow Food booth featured
different products, incl dmg
: are of
7 astel% catal e%tf\ent ﬁg;fogg%.
worldwide. ¢
Among these are tradmonal souring
agents such as batwan, katmon, sua,
tabon-tabon, libas and ,tiﬁl,

are endemic to t

rainforests. Other produce on display
are pili nuts, adlai or Job’s tears,
marang fruit and jam, Cebu cinnamon,
imbuucan (helrloom rice from Ifugao),
criollo cacao, landang (native tapioca)
and coffee g1 beans from Arabica,
Robusta and Liberica. Then there’s
the asin tibuok, also called unbro
salt, which is only made in a few
‘coastal towns of BoKol using artisanal
methods.

oiw y

of these grow abundantly ‘in the *heaﬁngme!l.dswlu

ple, native rice is their staple

- For exam
tfood diet, g;vmg ‘them strength for their

ﬁ dprﬁwfemm

| ch "?233" |
ecological role that’oeneﬁtsnot the
local_commum but beyond.
In the G region, fdr example,
farming of heirloom rice

fos reservation of rainforests.

eirl

sh 'I'hesemtumfeedbtmksmdnvetsthat

Pro¥
. V4

Othernahw;e species mcludmg snails

and bird: alsotlmvebecauseofhelrloam

to their spiritual beliefs. ;
Sadly, commercialization and
modernization have led to the
endangerment of many heirloom
varieties.
‘Losing these precious speb/es
would mean deterioration
* and cultural disintegration foF ¢ the IP
communities.

ening state that contin to
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rall,ltthemisomem
—— —— — whom the world sboﬁlﬂ

- inte di play is the sustainability, it is the IPs. Even the
kin moked meat zgq?et United aﬁons say so .
that tomes from native bladZ pigs. Itis .
to the efag cured meatof S a3 Des&%‘ oﬂe‘rﬂ t‘féﬁds
untain Province but there arc i ss of heirloom
vanahoﬂsht'ﬁ\emhteﬁals and methods  heritage, it is encouraging to see
used. ' people from different backgrounds
The list goes e coming together. Organizations and
Note that maxg of t mstﬁutxons have een formed to
! due to lack of producers, support this cause.
destruction of their natural 5% Fm wfooa eoﬁ\), for
the introduction of more commetually- example, engagesmdifferentpro ams
viable varieties and projects to help lé appnedate
The disaj am%oeofmesehemoom &\evduedfhe:rloom varieties.
varieties d thus mean the' lb’sié of  The EchoStore (www.ech ', ' ‘h)
muchoftl'ne'country’sﬁdt u and  is likewise developing proce: r
ecological heritage, mcludingpo tial “packaged versions of these héirlbom
economic 0 ities. : prdduce to extend the shelf life and

That's why, its heartening that Slow reach more consumers. For example,
Food is championing these unique ‘they create and market jams from
products and traditions ina world that's  native fruits or roast coffee from orgamc
rapidly changing and evolving. A local farmers.

enterprise know apEdaoSqo:els;lso,(  During thevexhxbxt I havés%en"
ntributing to this cause by r hw entrepreneurs, chefs, farmers,
local produce and native species to academics, government em lo
ensure sustainability. __indigenous memheré“ mﬁs
More than ashowcasé“ o o erate to raise ap _recxatxon d d
- To man an exhibit f ( y o rstanding of heirloom vari !

X ) the re ' e all Slow qud volunteers 4
‘ea_dumc_e, one also needs in their common goal of
ret i i ood iood to prote

mypass:onforpromoﬁng " dithe e ere will be more of these
.mloom produce. That comes Y: 51 f :

Alaici

b?pganmdxgenous § ap o B
1 remember that as 4 kld m is the foﬂ%ﬂ
ndmother would share s Id!wh

W our ancestos
“and rivers from triba
“her, the forests’ are
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ANONG MANGYAYARI KUNG HAHAYAANG
MAG-OVERSPILLANG ISANG DAMS

_MAHIGIT isang Linggo ng
bumubuhos sa Central Lu-
zon, Southern Luzon at
lumldllnngmnn.

!’mﬂ;
malalakas na pag-ulan lalo
na sa hapon at gabi dulot

i

Bilang precautionary

Kumusta naman kaya

angAngat Damnasiyangpi-

10,2022, 6:00AM). Ang lebel

ngtubigsaAngat Damay nasa

. 178.15 mirs mas mababa ng

31 Smaatslmpamsamo
NHWL

Ipo Dam-100.34 mtrs,
malapit-lapit na sa 101 mtrs

La Mesa ~ 79.24 mitrs,

malapit na rin sa 80.15m

(NHWL) :
nginyong
LadysiDR.

Agarang Sebisyol.
SEVILLO D. DAVID, JR.,

Executive Director ng Natio-

‘nal Water Resources Board

sa programa Health & Travel
@ Serbisyo Publiko sa DWBL
1242kHz, AM Band.

«:INYONG

LINGKO”IJ

Hindi ba posible na ibi-

gay sa mga may-ari ng fire
trucks at sa pribadong sektor
namay malalaking tanke ng

tubig, para hindi masayang

angtubig.
Ano ba ang mangyayari
kung hahayaan na lamang

.?a_ m sakaﬂ'g)émloy ang
pagbuhos ng malalakas na
ulan dulot ng Habagat, mag-
lalabas ng abiso ang Philip-
plnAlmos-p‘ heric, Geophy-
sical and Astronomical Ser-

Administration (PAG-
- ASA) kung kailan sila mag-

ngsobrang tubig, da-
ldag:asnasakapasudad

l@vaphayuhanangm
mstlsvhmnasamgadab—

yan ng Angat River sa Nor--

zagaray, San Raiael, Bustos,

Puiian, Plaridel at
oy namaging handasa

* Malaki ang maitutulong
ngpagriponng moa ubig Lian
lalo pa't may kalakasan ang
pagbuhos ng ulan tuwing

- Gawingaltematibong pa-
m sa paglilinis ng bahay,
sapagdidiigng moa pananim,
pangbanlaw ng mga damitna
niiabhan, panghugas, pambu-
hos sabanyo at iba pa.
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// What does a \\ |

climate emergency
declaration really

- mean?

First ;

word

W'HY | ~ !

i "MAKABENTA

surprised ,

that Makati Mayor Mar-Len Abigail
Binay is so hellbent and obstinate in’
declaringa state of climate emergency
in Makati? i

Makati is a place that is fond of
securing all kinds of distinctions, like

being the richest patch of ground in
the archipelago, in being the first to

_accomplish or acquire this or that,
incdluding the inconsequential ‘and

the ephemeral.

hicles crisscrossing it$ streets and
showing solar panels in its public

X 7>h{lakabentaA5

And now it wants to be the first
Philippine city to sport electric ve-

reallyfmean?“t

¢

A former Jesuit possession
Historically, Makati is also full of
surprises. In an address before the
Rotary Club of Makati on Aug. 20,
1968, Fr. Horacio de la Costa, §]
disclosed to his startled audience
that Makati originally belonged to
theJesuits. And he even had the text
of the deed of donation from Don
Pedro de Brito and his wife, Dofa
Ana de Herrera, to the society.

The Jesuit historian related that
“Makati was taken away from the
Jesuits by the Spanish crown in
1768, when it was decided that
the Spanish empire no longer had
need of our services, and when in
1869 the Spanish crown changed
its mind, and asked us to return to
the Philippines, it was on condi-
tion that we would not lay claim
to any of our properties.”

De la Costa said wryly that the re-
ligious order was thankfully spared
from a superlative headache not
only of managing Makati but other
estates in Manila and environs.

* In modern times, Makati is a city
that has not known a mayor not
named Binay for more than three
decades running and conjecturally

may not know anyone else as its -

mayor until the climate apocalypse.
This is what climate fanatics and
fearmongers insist is the future await-
ing humanity, if we do not banish

or replace fossil fuels from national

economies, if we'donot bring down
to zero carbon emissions, and arrest
the warming of the planet,

‘Mayor Binay, who ﬁsued the

declaration at a webinar on Au-

gust 5, says low-lying and coastal
areas in Makati and other areas

are bearing the | int of strong
typhoons and rising sea levels.
~ Oddly, Makati has no sea bounding

itand no coastal areas to worry about.

“We heard the data. We under-
stood the science. We are feeling its
impact. Now is a crucial time to act,

- and we need to-act fast,” Binay said

in recorded remarks at the close of
the webinar organized by the city's
disaster risk reduction and manage-
ment office (CDRRMO).

“With this realization, Makati
City has found enough reason to
declare a clxmate emergency in the

What does a climate emergency declaration

city, and we are well aware that
much still needs to'be done to
achieve our climate goals,” she said.

It is emblematic of modern
Makati to extend its sights from
monetary and developmental con-
cerns to the planetary, which is the
chief excuse for all the hullabaloo
about ¢limate change today.

So, it is in character that Mayor
Binay has ventured to declare a
climate emergency in Makati.

Not the first

To set the record straight, Makati is
not the first Philippine city to de-
clare a state of climate emergency.
That distinction belongs elsewhere.

In a front page story on July 20,
2019, the Sunstar Bacolod newspa-
per reported that Bacolod City be-
came the first city in the Philippines
to declare a climate emergency by
virtue of a resolution authored by
councilor Carl Lopez, chairman of
the committee on environment and
ecology which endorsed such decla-
ration and which was unanimously
approved by the city council during
its regular session on July 17, 2019.

Mayor Binay did not issue a

igned declaration orresolution by

e Makati government. She did it
verbally at the close of the webinar.

. Declaring a state of climate
emergency in Makati is not as
consequential or epochal as the
‘mayor fancies it to be.

Makati is just a local jurisdic-
tion in the Republic of the Philip-
pines; it is just one among many
in the country. It is not even the
first Philippine locality to declare
a climate emergency; that distinc-
tion belongs to Bacolod, the capi-
tal of Negros Occidental province.

To place this initiative in per-
'spective, Mayor Binay’s declara-
tion is about as meaningful as
Pope Francis” earlier declaration
of a climate emergency in Vatican
City or the Holy See. Few remem-
ber now the pope’s declaration.

Significantly, Makati is as small
an area as the Vatican. Itis absurd
to imagine that the two jurisdic-
tions can reshape the global cli-
mate through their climate action.

Mayor Bmay appears to be pro-
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motmg the idea of the Phxhgpmes_

schools and govemment offices.

’Nﬁd@mmaymcy

or naive

lding the

amergency

%ﬁaﬂ, British

) 16 ster Lord

. ' ‘that there

n d regi pe ¥ %ﬁ Do ‘fdi;mate Qpexg’ilcy and

Th e GPI ‘!ﬁnks 163 ‘indep nt urged the next prime minister to
. states ries (collectively move away from “medieval tech-

‘accoummg for 99.7 percent of the nology” such as wind power.

world's population) according to  The Conservative peer, who was

their levels of peacefulness. Boris Johnson's Brexit negotiator, has

The index | measures Or rates the  hit out at the “totally unrealistic ap-
relative peacefulness of countries, proach to climate and energy policy”
and makes a big show of announcing  in the UK over the past two decades.

which countries are the most troubled. He demanded that Britain change

Strangely, it is nowhere claimed  tack from “managing demand” for en-

that the index measures or rates ergyand instead put greater emphasis

countries according to their sus-  on frackingand nuclear power, as well
ceptibility to climate hazards. as carbon capture and storage (CCS).

- Mayor Binay bought into the

purported claim that the index
found that 47 percent of the Philip-
pine population are in areas highly
exposed to climate hazards such as
earthquakes, tsunami, floods, tropi-
cal cyclones and drought.
Forgetting that Makati has no
sea or coast at its boundQnes, she

waxed sentimental and alarmed

about rising sea levels in the coun-
try because of climate change.
arenot part of the

the yéatjdunng storms into an
fem-yésgm calamity. She bewailed
veather events that disrupt
.pu and displace families.
\ : ‘to plan and create
‘?aeg'ies to éﬁk our city more

i;naté-reslhent ‘We need to

educate ‘and engage o cmzens
in this important effo e
need to lead by example nsur’*

ing that our actions align with our
goal of achieving a more sustain-
able future,” shesaid. -

He called for a “pragmatic” re-
sponse to climate change which
he said was just one of the many
problems facing the UK.

In an essay for the Policy Ex-
change think-tank, Lord Frost
outlined how a new prime minister
could alter the government’s ap-
proach to climate and energy policy. -

“The current evidence does not sup-
portthe assertion thatwe are in a climate
‘emergency’," the Tory

“Rather, the effectsv_of climate
change are a problem, one of the
many we face, and should be tack-
led in that pragﬁnuéway rather
than by asking us tqup -end the
whole way our soc:eud work.

“Western society, and indeed
world civilization, depends on
copious supplies of energy.

“Yet the prevailing mood is one in
which individuals areaded (o restrict

thexruseof

asmebestsplunmpmblm
“Instead of f _»f techno-

l tions thy

For this reason, the Maﬁn " ene _m,;:do

government said it is amping ,ﬂ; }mﬂm CCS, fr: one day |
its efforts to brmg down its green-;,» 10545 weha ed on manag- |
house gas emissions. ing can use medieval

- Among them are plans toaggg technol ind power.”
electric vehicles for the city govern- - Agh

megt and solar panels for public
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Ahungryman™ "«

is an angry man

AST week, United Nations Secretary-General Anténio
I Guterres strongly criticized the “grotesque greed” of oil and gas
__4 companies for making record profits from the energy crisis on
the back of the world’s poorest peopEa. The UN chief called their re-
cord profits from oil and gas amid global crisis “immoral.”

“The combined profits of thelargest energy companies in the first quarter
of this year are close to $100 billion. I urge governments to tax these exces-

' sive profits, and use the funds to support the most vulnerable people through

these difficult times,” Guterres said.

The UN chief said there is increasing fear that the rising costs of energy
may price out many developing countries, especially the most vulnerable com-
munities, from energy markets. These countries are already bearing the brunt

- of the cost-of-living cris;bs,,havﬁg experienced major setbacks on access to en-
e

ergy and progress on sustainal development since the Covid-19 pandemic.
More worryingly, there could be a potential “scramble for fuel” whereby
only countries paying the highest prices can access energy, he warned, add-
ing that governments need the fiscal space to support their most vulnerable
populations to avoid worsening levels of energy poverty or losing energy ac-
cess altogether. At the same time, without policies that balance the need for
urgency and sustainability, there is a risk of short-term energy policies that
might set developing countries on a course for a high-emission and expensive
energy future. “As the world charts its way forward, its plans must safeguard
its commitments to the Paris Agreementon Climate Change. Developing coun-
tries don’t lack reasons to invest in renewables. Many of them are living with
the severe impacts of the climate crisis including storms, wildfires, floodsand
droughts. What they lack are concrete, workable options,” Guterres added.
Guterresurged people everywhere to send amessage to the fossil fuel indus-
try and their financiers that “this grotesque greed is punishing the poorestand
most vulnerable people, while destroying our only common home, the planet.”
From the Associated Press: “The head of the UN body promoting devel-
opment is warning that the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change and the war
in Ukraine have led to “an unprecedented reversal” of decades of progress in
combatting global poverty and hunger and ensuring quality education for

- children everywhere.” <

- “CollenKelapile,whoispresident of the Economicand Social Councilknow

- as ECOSOC, said there is growing concern that funding for critical UN devel-
- opment goals including ending extreme poverty and hunger by 2030 might
be neglected by Western donor nations supporting Ukraine militarily and fi-

nancially in its war against Russia.” :

“Please, let’s not forget other pre-existing challenges. We need to finance
development. We need to finance climate. We need to finance many other con-
flictsaround theworld,” Kelapilesaidin aninterviewwith The Associated Press.

Making a mistake and sidelining these issues, Kelapile warned, could lead
to higher costs in the future if they escalate “because there is no longer atten-
tion to them.” There is a saying that “a hungry man is an angry man,” he said,
citing people recently venting their anger of the lack of food and gasoline,
including in Sri Lanka. ; ; '

The UN announcement that the worldis currently seeing an unprecedented
reversal of decades of progress in combatting global poverty should serve as a
reminder for governments to focus on their anti-poverty programs. -

It would do well for the Marcos administration to confront poverty head-
on. Filipinos who suffer poverty’s effects are not the only victims. Poverty af-
fects us all. Studies show that poverty is the root cause of many crimes in the
world such as theft, murder, and the selling of drugs and contraband items.
A US study noted that a one percent rise in poverty would amount to a 2.16
percent rise in crime and a 2.57 percent rise in violent crime. {

Poverty is an issue that undermines our security as a nation. We all pay a
heavy price for allowing poverty to walk in our midst. As the regime of high
inflation affects most Filipinos, it’s not far-fetched that households that have
recently escaped poverty could be pushed back into it by skyrocketing prices.
_ Governmentalonewon’tsucceedinitspovertyreduction effortswithout the
support of big business. Shared prosperity also means moderating corporate
greed for profit by increasing wages. As a wise man once said, lifting someone
out of poverty is the most effective antidepressant in the world.

R ] b /4
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pag-ulayaw nito sa kalikasan ang simpleng ambag upang hindi

'Ing:atan ang kalikasan

ISANG relihiyosong bansa ang Pilipinas ngunit tila maraming
pagsubok ang hinaharap mula sa mga gawa ng tao hanggang sa
hagupit ng kalikasan, o tunay na magkakawing ang dalawa. Hindi
kanais-nais ang mga inaabot na mga indulto sa lahat ng bagay na
lubhang nagpapahirap sa buhay at kabuhayan ng Pilipino. Sadya
bang kanlangan dumaan at lagpasan ang mga pagsubok upang
maging matatag sa pagharap sa mga kaganapan na
wang dumadalaw sa mga tahanan. Sadyabangkmlanganhabaan
ang pisi 0 pasensya upang sa pagharap sa kahirapa’y mairaos
ang araw-araw na pasanin dulot ng kawalan. O sadyang hindi
pumapasok sa kokote ng bawat Pilipino na kailangang mag-isip
na sa bawat pagpapasyang may kalakip na pasanin ‘di lang sa
sarili kundi sa bayan.

Sa bawat pagharap sa hamon ng panahon at kalikasan ang
pagtatangi’y nararapat dahil matindi ang bawat bawi na mangya-
yari kung ito’y naduhagi. Sa bawat sulok ng bansa, kita ang labis
na idinudulot na pagkasira dulot ng galit na kalikasan. Karaniwan
na ang malalakas na ulan ngunit dahil sa kapabayaan o sa pag-
unlad na walang awa kung gibain ang kapaligiran nariyan na narara-
nasan ang malupit na hagupit nito sa sangkatauhan

Sa pagtotono ng kalagayan ng kapaligiran, tllamasmarammg
yaman ng bansa ang ginugugol sa pagsagip sa buhay at kabuhay-
an ng mamamayan. Ang dumaang lindol at baha ay patunay na
hindi handa ang bayan sa mga sakuna kahit ilang dekada na ang
nagdaan upang ihanda si Mang Juan. Nariyan na lito ang bawat
grupo, maging ang gobyerno kung paano maipapaabot ang tu-
long na nasa tamang oras. Hindi pa usapin ang kaayusan ng mga
pasilidad upang mapabilis ang pagbalik ng balana sa kanilang
mga tirahan. At sa pagbalik, muling dadaan ito sa pagsubok dahil
sa kawalan ng kabuhayan 0 maging ng nasirang kabahayan. Nariy-
an pa ang sakit na dulot ng panahon na lalong nagpapalala sa
nadaramang kawalan ng mga biktima ng kalamidad.

Sa totoo lang, nasa kamay natin ang kaligtasan, ang pagmama-
hal sa bayan lalo sa kapaligiran ang unahin ng ito ang maging
sandalan natin sa kinabukasan. Ang mga dumadaan na hamon ng
kalikasan ay isang karaniwan lamang. Subalit o dahil sa pagiging
sakim ng iilan, marami ang nagdudusa na naghahatid ng kabiguan
at maging ng kamatayan. Tila hindi natuto sa mga nakaraan na
ang bawi ng kalikasan walang nakakapigil ano man ang katayuan
sabuhay. Ang lumalapastangan sa pag-aari ng sanlumikha’y hin-
di simple ang balik bagkus ito'y may kalupitan. Habang sa lsang
banda, marunong magbigay ng gantimpala ang sanlumikha, pag
tatamasa sa bunga ng bawat likha nito *di mapuputol kung ito’y
pagyayamanin. Nariyan na malalanghap ang malinis na sariwang
hangin, ulan na magtatampisawan, bungang kahoy na makakain,
halamang palamuti sa mga kabahayan at maraming pang-iba.

Sa pagdalaw ng maraming sakuna at maging ng mga sakit sa
bansa, inaasalian na ang pamilya ni Mang Jua’y magbabalik
tanaw sa dating kaugalian na mapagmahal sa kapaligiran. Ang

igiran. Ang pagpapahalaga sa
ang smusun at walang galaw na sisirain ito dahil sa
langan. Angkmnasanangpannntnnanatanggagawmgbaw
sa pangangalaga ng kapaligiran. Walang hindi gagawin kundiang
mapanatili na maging malambing sa kalikasan ng sa gayon ang
pagbawi nito’y sa kapakmabangan

Ang pagpapasya’y itutuon sa kagalingan ng nakararami at
hindi ng iilan. Sana’y maging malinaw sa lahat na ang aksyon ay
may kalakip na kontra aksyon, positibo o negatibo manito. Ang
mabilis na pagkatuto sa mga kamalian sa nakaraan at ang pagtu-
tuwid ang magdadala sa kinabukasan ng bansa. Atang tao ang
makikinabang sa pag-unlad, pag-unlad na para sa lahat.

Sa kasalukuyan na hinihingi sa bawat Pilipino na pag-ingatan
ang kalikasan dahil ito ang magdadala sa matiwasay at ligtas na
bukas. Hindi tutulutan ang gawaing makasarili na maglalagay sa
bansa sa mas malalim na panganib. lingatan ang kalikasan ng
bansa dahil sa minsang pagkakamali, na masdan na kung paano
inaani ang bayan ng maraming sakuna at kabiguan. Kabiguan na
dala ng kalikasan dahil sa kawalan ng malasakit ng iilan. Ang
mabuting pag-aalaga sa sarili ng bawat anak ni Mang Juan ang
magdudulot sa pamilya nito ng kabuhayan na hayahay sa kina-

Huwag hayaan ang sarili na manatiling maging palaasa sa lider
na ito ang nais. Dahil tunay na gagawa ito ng sala para mapana-
txhangsanhsapedestalnaalayngbayan. Samantala, ang mab-
uting mamamaya’y nagpapa-abot ng mga mungkahi na mak-
abubuti sa hanay. Hindi aasa sa programang panandalian ngunit
may kapahamakan sa kapaligiran. Handang magpaabot ng mga
kagustuhan para sa kapakinabangan ng bayan. At ito ang sen-
yales ng kumpiyansa at respeto sa sarili. Ang hangad na kagalin-
gan pambansa ang isusulong, masakit man ito sa mata at pan-
dama ng lider ng bansa. Ang kagalingan ng lahat ang  dapat na
gawing programa lalo sa pag-aalaga ng kalikasan na siyang ya-
man ng bansa. Walang hindi proprotektahan para sa pakinabang
ng sambayanan. Minsan na itong tinayuan at asahan na muli
itong titindigan para sa salinlahi ng bayan..

Sa totoo pa rin, mabuting tangapin na ang kapasyahan ng
bayan at magtulong tulong sa pag-aalaga ng kalikasan. Huwag
ipagwalang bahala ang likas na kaganapan dahil tila marami pa
ang darating na pagsubok sa hinaharap. Pag-ingatan at patuloy
na pag-iingat sa kaganapan ang sandata para sa ligtas na kina-
bukasan. Panatilihing ang likas yaman ng bayan dahil karga ng
bawat Pilipino ang sakit na naka ambang panganib. Silipin at
|paab0tangtamanghakbangsapagpapmmnﬁannghgmsnakapah
giran sa lider ng bansa. Huwag umasa na sila ang solusyen sa
suliranin o usaping bayan. Ang pagpapaabot sa nais ang gawin
nang madama ng bayan na nasa kanya ang tunay na lakas ng
bayan at kaligtasan ng nakararami lalo ng kapaligiran. MangJuan
ikaw ang gumising sa taong bayan na lumimot ngunit ngnga sa
lapit ng kalikasan.

Gawing halimbawa ang karanasan na ang nangangalaga saka-
likasan ang nagtatamasa sa anumang bunga nito. Ang lider na
inupo sa Balite ng Malacanan ay simbolo lamang at nasa Pinoy
ang tunay na kapangyarihan. Huwag kalimutan ang lakas na
mayroon Mang Juan, tamang pagpapasya sa kinabukasan ang

ng pag-unlad sa kinabukasan. Athuwag kahmumn na
patuloy na ingatan ang kalikasan.

Maraming Salamat po!!!
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the planet is unsafe to drink due to
levels of toxic chemicals known as

TR S A

University scientists said.

Commonly known as “forever
chemicals” because they disintegrate
extremely slowly, PFAS (per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances) were
initially found in packaging, sham-
poo or makeup but have spread to
the entire environment, including
water and air.

“There is nowhere on Earth where

. profes
ead

the rain would be safe to drink,
according to the measurements
that we have taken,” lan Cousins, a
or,at the university and the
r of the mdy‘publﬂted
in Environmental Science and Tech-
nology, said. 3
A compilation of the sata since
2010 thathlsmmstudl showed

that “even in Amarcuca or the.

Tibetan plateau, the levels in ‘the

rainwater are above the drinking -

water guidelines that the US EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency)
proposed,” he said.

SAFETOADRINK DUETC

Normally considered pristine, the
two regions still have PFAS levels “14
times higher” than the US drinking

water guidelines,
P rent lowered its PFAS
guidelines slgmﬁmmly after discov-

ering that the chemicals may affect

the immune response in children (o
- vaccines, Cousins noted.

Once ingested, PFAS accumulates
in the body 5

Acco to some studies, expo-
sure can also lead to problerns with
fertility, developmental delays in

children, increased risks of obesity

" or certain cancers (prostate, kidney ~ Andto the point thatit’s not clean

orivipb el

and testicular), and an increase in  enough to be safe,” he said.
cholesterol levels.

‘contaminated’ Earth's capacity to absorb the im- -
pact of human activity.
Cousins said PEAS were now “so  Howey Cousms‘poted that

persistent” and ubiquitous that PFAS iévelstn, peoﬂlehave actually

they will never dxsappar fxom, d,roppecf’quke ficantly in the

the planet. © : last 20yeats ang alhﬁent levels
© "™We have made the planet in- - (of PEAS in the environment)

hospltable to human life by ir- have been the same for the past

reversibly contaminating it now 20 years.”

so that nothing is clean anymore. “What's changed is the guidelines.

- - — =—

“We have crossed a planetary

T

They've gone down millions of

times since the early 2000s, because
we've learned more the toxic-
;ty.gf ese s ." Cousins
Mz&% ive with it

“I'm not super concerned
about the everyday exposure in
mountain or stream water or in
the food. We can't escape it..
we're just going to have to llve
withvit!'... But it's not a great
situation to be in, where we've
contaminated the environment
to the point where background
exposure is not really safe.” AFP
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ENERGY Secretary Raphael Lotilla
yesterday said it is time to shift to
hybrid sources of energy to- end
the country’s overdependence on
petroleum-based fuels. .
Iotﬂhmadeﬂ:crmtkdumg&xe
Senate committee on energy organi-
zational meeting to find solutions to

the recurring power shortage and -

high electricity rates in several areas
of the country.

. He said going hybrid is d:c léng
term soluuon toﬁaecountry’smetgy

“Wc must énd this ovetaepcmi
ence on petroleam and
basedﬁlelsbéwiseodmvnsewewﬂl
experience the volatilities in prices
and therefore, it means we would
have to invest in solar, in wind and
asyoumenuonethvenncwerwch-

nghmﬁ’as,\tlsnotto en i

g=ous ““YWe must See to it

8o time is not on our side but to
be able to do this, we need certain
reforms,” he added. v

He said he will discuss the reforms
in the energy sector with Finance
Secretary Benjamin Diokno and
Budget Secretary Amenah Pangan-
daman who are both board members
of the National Power Corp. and the
Powet Sector Assets and Liabilities

tCorp.

Totilla added the government is
also looking at reviewing the Elec-
tric Power Industry Reform Act
to reform the electric cooperatives
system, strengthening the processes
in the Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion and promoting compeuuon in
the mergy Sector.

Sen. Raffy Tulfo, commlmc on
cnetgy chairman, said the country
should find ways to lessen the price
of electricity “by ﬁndmg solutions
eqmtablc to both the consumer and

He noted the need to ease the
investment into the energy industry
amid the depletion of the country’s

current largest natural gas source.

at our gov-

B Hyb’fld the way to go: DOE

ernment regulatory framework is

streamlined and responsive to the

needs of the people and put an end

fo abusxve and self-centered prac-
s,” Tulfo added.

’Dulfo said he is looking forward
to working with the members of the
Senate energy committee to address
the pressing issues hounding the
energy sector.

- He eatlier filed Senate Resolution

- No. 107 which seeks an inquiry on the
- persistent and recurring power outages

in the different patts of the country

“and address the rising cost of electricity
‘amsdtheshomgemmppl}z

He intends to set at least two more

meetings to further discuss issues in
the energy sector.

meh&k,Sm.Slrrvaa@al‘ o

)
Wi *

&
tou:llywthatl’mbegmmngtoéz
concetns about that and we will do
our best precisely to address stranded
powuoutthcte, Lotilla said.

Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, for his
part, urged Lotilla to look into the
energy pmblgms in Mindanao in
the wake of several complaints from

“I hope you can help our town-
mates in Mindanao who lost their

power because they could not meet
ﬁxehdxcostofmctgy Perhaps you
can restore their electricity and bring
downthceost, dela Rosa said,

Lotilla said the agency will do eve-
rything it can to help casc the energy
problems in Mindanao and the rest
of the country.

Sen. Risa Hontiveros also recom-

ian pointed out that the countryhad ~ mended to the committee 1o sum-

around 22 red alerts and 154 yellow

‘alerts in the past six years and asked

the Department of Energy’s outlook
for the next six to 12 months.

Lotilla smduptesem, the country
has enoughneservés as long as there

will be no ma)or breakdowns of

- mon independent power producers
and government agencies o look
into the power shortage in Oriental
Mindoro.

Oriental Mindoro Electric Co--
operative serves the franchise area
of the province which has been the
subject of complaints as consumers
often experience power outage.

—




