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~ Publictold: Stop release of
Invasive species in dengue fight

Il Es

Bx JunaTHAN L Mayuca W awlmaug

E Department of Environment and

Natwral Resources-Biadiversity Man-

agement Bureau {DENR-BME) has

warned the public against releasing poten~

tially invasive biclogical control agente like

frogsandfishin swaropsand stagnant water
to combat dengue

Instead, the DENR-BMBE said the best way
tocombatand prevent thecutbreak of dengue
isbymaintaining the surroundings cleanand
free from dengue-carrying moscquitoes,

The DENR-BMB warning catee amid the

~ increase in dengue cases in the Philippines

that breached the 90,000 mark from Janu-
ary to July this year slone. The Department

‘of Health tDCH) sairlﬂm! were 92,3232 cas-

nantwater where mosquitossbreed isniotan
effective way in fighting dengue

In a news ralease, DBN’R-BMB Directar
Natividad Bernardinosaid the practice could
even disrupt the ecological balance of the
surrounding environment.

Bermardino explained that placing frogs
and fish is not an effective soluticm toelitni-
nating dengus-causing mosquitoes as they
hawve a “diverse diet from plant materials to
small inverbebrates.”

CWhile adulr frogs 2at a variety of
things, mosquitoes do not appeartobe a

oiajor part of the diet of any adult frog or

toad,” she explained.

Citinga 2018 studybybiclogist JodiRow-
ley on the effectiveness of froge to combat
the Zika virus, Bernardino said, “Mosqui-

toes make uponlylessthan 1 percentof the -

frog’s dist.”

Actbrding to Bernarding, the cane taad,
konown a: Rhinella marina, which is being
released by some local government units

es of dengue from
January 1 o Joly
2, whichis 118 per-
cent higher, com-
paredtothe4? 204
casesreparted dur-
ing thesarme period
last year.

But the DENE-
BMB believes re-
leising biological
control agents like
frags or fish in
FWamps or stag-

supposedly to combat dengué, is one of the
worst Invasive alien spacies in the world.
“When introduced toa new envitonment,

nan-native species of frogs and fisher may
become invasive and alver the bicdiversity
of the area,” she warned.

The Convention on Biological Diversity
defines invasive alien species as “mrganisms

" that are nan-native to an ecosystern, and

which tmay causeeronomic or environmental
harm or advergaly affect human heakth”

She added that invasive species can nega-
tively affect human health by divectly fie
fecting humans with new diseases, serving
as vectors for certain diseases, or causing
wounds through bites, stings, allergens, cr
other toxins.

The proliferation of mosguitoas is
largely attributed to envirpamental con-
ditions that encourage the repraduction
of diseage vectors. These conditions in-
dude dirty surroundings, stagnant man-
madecanals and interference with narural
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BEACH I!UMMER Garbage litters the dolomite beach in Manila on Saturday, a day after heavy
rains caused flocding on Taft Avenue and surrounding streets. —MCHARD A. REYES

FLOODING NOT DUE TO DOLOMITE BEAGH

By Dempsey Reyes
@dempseyreyesINQ

it wasn't the Dolomite beach of
Mantla. Bay that triggered the
heavy flooding in some streets
in Manila last week, but three
drainage systems undergoing
construction, accarding to the
Metropolitan Manila Develop-
ment Authority (MMDA).

A pews report earlier quot-
&d the MMDA as pointing o
the controversial project as
the main cause of flooding in
some parts of the capital city,
including Taft Avenue, follow-
ing heavy rains on Friday.

Baltazar Melgar, the agen-
cy’s acting general manager,
was quick to make a clarification
on Tuesday, saying that there
was no connection between the
dolomite beach and “the recent
flooding in the area.”

“The reason why flood
water subsided slowly during
heavy rains last Friday was

S L

the ongoing construction of
three pumping stations and a
pipeting by the Departraent of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), which is expected
to be completed by October,”
Melgar said during an inspec-
tion of Juan Luna Elementary
Scheol in Manila for “Brigada
Eskwela.”

Engineering solutions

He zaid the unfinished
pumping stations were the
Padre Faura drainage, the Re-
medios drainage and Estero de
San Antonio,

The pumping statlons and
pipelines, according to Melgar,
are all “part of the engineering
solutions that the government
has put in place to further de-
crease the high coliform level
count in the area and make the
quality of water in Manila Bay
‘swimmable,"™

He =said the “slow sub-
sidence” of floodwater was

caused by its diversion to Pa-
sig River through the Balete
Pumping Station, instead of
being discharging directly Into
Manila Bay.

He added that the MMDA
was currently coordinating
with DPWH on operating a
“mobile pump” in the area, so
that the water could be dis-
charged direcrly to Manila Bay.

A project of the Depart-
ment of Enpvironment and
Narural Resources during the
previous administration, the
dolomite beach was part of
the bay rehabilitation program
launched in 2019 based on a
Supreme Court order.

Critics, however, panned
the beach, which opened while
the country was in the middle
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Aside from the cost totaling ,
millions of pesos, environ- -
mentalists and experts also
clted the harmful effectz of do-

lomite. ma 2/
g
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By MARC JAYSON CAYABYAB

A heavy downpour flooded parts of Metro Manila on Monday night,
four days after torrential rains caused floods and power mm,-f“ in parts of

Luzon - including the capital region ~ and the Visayas on F

The rain caused gutter-deep flood as of
8:30 p.m. in the following areas, accord-
ing to the dity disaster risk reduction and
management office: Finance Road corner
Taft Avenue northbound, UN Avenue cor-
ner Taft northbound, Taft comer Quirino

day.
Avenue, Pedro Gil corner Taft southbound,
V. Mapa corner Old Sta. Mesa, ysay
Boulaegard arl Taft-Padre hm:iagsa

The flood in Manila, especially in Malate
and Ermita, took time to subside because
of the closure of three drainage outfalls

- Padre Faura Drainage Main, Re-
medios Drainage and E:temdeSan
Antonio de Abad - and the pending
construction of pumping stations to
expel water from these areas.

According to the Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority
{MMDA), the Department of Public
Works and Highways has yet to fin-
ish the construction of the pumping
station and pipe installation.

The excess water i5 dis
to the Pasig River and notto Manila
Bay because of the need to treat
floodwaters being discharged to
the bay through a sewage treatment
plant, as part of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation program, according
to MMDA flood control and sew-

age management office director
Baltazar Malgar.

Dolomite beach link

S : to dzMM radio yester-
day, c Works Secretary Manuel
Bonoan said the is not yet
finished because of the need to in-
stall longer pipes in order fo divert
floodwater and d it away
from the artificial white sand dolo-
mite project at the Manila alk.
the sald it is also part of ebt;y

abilitation am to e
dalomite beacgrggrm. o

Amid criticisms of being an
artificial white beach project, the
dolomite beach project s part of
the Manila Bay 1 itation efforts

following a Supreme Court manda-
mus INg government agencies
to clean up the historic bay.

Monday night's downpour also
caused flooding in the following
areas of Caloocan, according to the
city’s disaster risk reduction and
management office: 11th Avenue
corner Rizal Avenue, 10th Avenue
corner A. de Jesus, MacArthur
Highway-Valenzuela boundary,
EDSA Balintawak southbound-
Quezon City boundary and 10th
Avenue corner B. Serrano.

It also caused flood in parts of
Valenzuela, such as portions of Ma-
cArthur Highway, the Dalandanan
market and Arkong Bato, among
others,

|
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DPWH Secretary Mandy Bonoan said the Padre Manila last Friday.
Faure deainage, Remadios Drainage, and Estero de San
Antonio were closed down 1o make way for renove- under the requirements of the dolomite project, the
tions thal would benefit the Manila Baywalk Dolomite

itan Manila Development Author-
“ity (MMDA)on Tuwday chnﬁod tbal it ia not the do-

— ———

pipss and put more powerful pumps in the said
drainage systems.

MMDA mml mannger Baltazar Melgar mean-
while sakl 1 is not the beach but the unfinished
pnmpin&:miom and a pipeline near the area that

“Dolomite Beach hag no connection to the re-
cent flooding in the area. The reason why flond
water subsided slowly during heavy rains last Fri-
day was the ongoing construction of three pump-
ing stations and a pipeline by the Department of
Public Works and Hig (DPWH) which is
expected to be completed by October,” he said.
With Joel E. Zurbano

DPWH: Renovation
ks on drainage

facing delays

HE renovation wmk for three drainage systems leading to the Manila Bay
Dolomite Beach project faces delay due to the lack of funds, the Department

drainage systems

of Public Wozks and Highways said.
Theoloureofdemddw has been lomite beach itself but the ongoing drai
blamoed for the recent floods in Mani project which cavsed flooding in some of the streets in

Bonoan, in an ABS-CBN News report, said that

draipage systems musl pump wastewater {0 & sewage
treatment plagt before flowing to Manile Bay near the

Tbeot‘ﬁcnlandlheDP‘WH neednoplwela‘u



mr:

ul\

ribtine EiE

WYTMOUT FEAR v WITMOUT FRAVER

TAGH

B

RARNER RDWOWmAL  TANTOON
oRy

08-10-22

T DATE

Manila flood traced

on Dolomite project

When finished, the DPWH meawould channel sewer water to a treatment facility before being released to Manila Bay near
DolonutzBeaah,acoordmgtothem{DA official -

BY AIVIN MIRCIA
@tribamephl_chn

Acting Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA)
general manager Baltazar Melgar
traced Tuesday the flooding
experienced in Manila the past
weektend on an ongoing drainage
project relsted to the Dolomite Beach
aitraction along Manila Bay.

. Accordmg (o Melgar, the heavy
rains on Friday partly caused the
flooding of Manila streets because
three drainage systems had
been closed to make way for the
Department of Public Works and

Highways (DFWH) mud-
The invperational drainage

systems are located along Padre
Faura, Remedios Street, and the
Estaro De San Antonio, he said.

Diggings at Padre Fruma, motorists
and residents have lamented, have
ako been going on for months dating
back to the Duberte administration.

The m have been snariing
traffic in the area despite the
relatively low volume of vehicles
passing through the avenue amid
the pandemic.

When finished, the DPWH
progect would channel sewer waler
to 2 treatment facility before baing

released al Manila Bay near Dolorite
Beach, aceording to the MMDA
official.

Melgir explained that the drainage
gysiems have remained clogad asthe
DPWH has yet to complete laying
down pipes conmected to a pumping
station. Flood water, thus, was slow to
subside in Manila when hedvy rains
Tt the metropolis over the weekend,

section of Manila Bay, famous for its
brezithtaking sunset, bo attract local
and foreign tourists.

The DFWH project, on the other
hand, is intended 1o make the water
at Manila Bay safe for swimming and
watersports,

Presently, instead of releasing
floodwater directly to Manila Bay,
the same is released first to the
Pasig River,

the 17 mayors in the National Capital
Region, said i might require the
DPWH to install mobile pumps orto
allow the operation of existing pumps
as needed, ke when heavy rains
would resuk to flooding in the metro.
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Group seeks closure of Dolom|te Beach

SHERS' group Pambansang Lakas ng liluuns
FMnmunalnl::yn ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) on Tuesday
urged Environment Secretary Ma. Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
to order the closure of the controversial Dolomite
Beach in Manila after the Metropolitan Manila Development
Allboﬁty(MMDA)bkmedmpmnphgstmnmmdndm
white beach as the main cause of flooding in some
mofMlnila amid the heavy rains.

“This is all the more rea-
100 to0 demand the immediate
shutdown of this ill-conceived
project. Not only did it coss us
hundreds of millions, but the
dolomite brach has proven to be
environmentally unfeasible and.
adisaster,” Pamalakaya National
Chairman Fernando Hicap said.

He called on the new leacdership
of the Department of Environment
and Nawral Resouwces (DENE) to

heed their call and probe i previ-
ous officials who were behind the

“DENR Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga
should acknowledge that the
dolomite beach |5 2 farce and
an ultimate feilure. She chould
torally scrap this project and io-
stead forna on actuyl resiorztion
of marine biodiversity of Manila
Bay," he added.

Hicap added that Yulo-Loyzaga

shauld focus on the rehabikite-
non of Manila Bay instead of an
aesthetic makeover li}  the beach
nourishment project.

Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga should
take 2 180-degres turn and reverse
her predecessor's ill-comcaived
progeams that are destructive in
naryre. She must carTy out 3 gemy-
ine rehabilitation of Manila Bey by
rejecting destructive projects such
as reclamaiion,” he said.
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~ Konstruksyon sa pumping statiens dahitan
Rg aghaha, hindi ang Delemite Beach - MMDA
pegbahe.
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ANY Philippine towns

have their Basque stories,
not on the scale of the empire-
building Zobe! de Ayalas but
significant encugh to be part
of a town's lore and history.
Lubao, my hometown, has one.
If it were not for the fact that
Lubac has turned out two presi-
dents for the Republic, a 1are
feat for a town, the story of how
a 17-year-old ftesh-off-the-boat
Basque named Yalentin Arrastia
landed in my town and became
ane of the biggest and maost in-
novative sugar planters of the
province in the early 20th cen-
tury would probably loom very

lazge in the town s thromicles. .

MIDWEEK
COMMENTS

~ MARLEN V.
RONQUILLO

Even with the rapid utbaniza-
tion of the 21st century, even
after the Basques and their de-
scendants shall have left their
haciendas 1o settle in the gated
Makati villages or in some far-
away place, a town's Basque
stories lend to have continuiry,
al times spilling over into the
intermational arena, For ex-
ample, news features on Isabel
‘Arcamia-Preysler, like a recent

Valentin Azrasuia’s involve- . long-fosm journaljsm on her life

ment in sugar is quite familiar;
Basques have been largely cred-
ited for developing the then
nascent sugar industry in the
Philippines. And in the old sugar
towns, you would most likely
find traces of Basque influence.

Check the major figures in the .
C-suites of the Top 500 Philip-
pine corporations and if you
were obgervant enough you will
not have missed the Basques;.

This is the Basque paradox.
While they help tum out a sizable
portion of the yearly national out-
put, there is no dear tendency ord
their part to get a choice seat at the
powertable 1o influence policy in
an overt and aggressive manney, t0
leverage their economic might in
the political arena. The last optic
of a Basque closeness to power
was during the Commoenwealth
presidency, when the Elizalde pa-
triarch was aide decamp to the late
President Manwel Luis Quezon.

Dominant in business but
with underwhelming presence
in political affairs.

Thisis about to change. Under the
new administration, Pinoy Basques
have secured proverbial seats at the
{power) 1able. The presiden of the .

in Madrid with Nobel laureare
Mario Vargas Llosa, mentioned
her Manila roots, which could as
well be substituted with Lubao.

My late father, a sharecrop-
per, was one of the hundreds
of sharecrappers who tilled rice

farms for the Arrastias, Who
passed on stories of the Arrastias’
humane ireatment of their poor
tenants to the next generation,
Culminating in the sale of the
rce lands 10 their sharecroppers
under very generous terms.

How can stories like that, the
rare story of humanity in an ex-
wremely feudal serting, not 1ake
on a life of their own?

If the stories of the adventur-
ous Basques of yore centered
on supar-growling pioneers, the
21st century version is about
Basque captains of indusecy.
There is hardly any story on the
evolution from adventurers to
corporate overlords and even

* the rar¢ Borja book on the Pinoy
Basques did not focus on that
evolution. But no one can miss
the Basque surnames driving
news of Big Business, perhaps
the only the credible competi-
tors to the dominant Chinese
Filipino business families.

For Pinoy Basques, seats at the table

Senate, the head of the powerful upper chamber of the
legislature, s a descendant of Basque immigrants. And
given his UP Los Baics training, probably his original goal
in life was to be an agri-businessman based in Bukidnon
with sugar as his maln aop, befote going ink politics.
(Senate President fuan Miguel Zubiri's father, Joe Zubiri,

used to head Busco, or the Bukidnon Sugar Co., before

maving on ta electoral politics.} Today, the younger
Zubiri sets the tone and direction for the powerful
chamber, And plays en outsize role in-determining
which executive priorities should be turned into taw.

“The ratification of treaties and trade pacts is also
amandate of the Senate and in this area, the Senate
ptesident wields real influence.

‘Thehead of adivesified conglomerate who is of Basque

descent has been nanved head of a newly created body
tasked to strengtheri public-arid private sector pariner-

mmmwm&md(mc).mmj
Aboi(jzadouﬁiaﬂomeidernFerdhundMatcu’lr..

is the CEO of the diversified Aboitiz Group.




‘While the PSAC is an ad hoc body. it s also expected
towield real influence in aafting the shape, thrust
and direction of the nation's economic policies. Sabin
Aboitiz's forefathers, like the Basque pioneers, started

ith agricultural trading; this time hemp (abaca),

ﬁfore' evolving into ventures like power, banking,
shipping and real estate. And, of course, agri-business.

‘the new secretary of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR), Tina Yulo-layzaga, is
not an ethnic Basque, but is married to one and for
all intents and purposes carries a Basque surname.
Husband Chito Loyzaga made a name for himself in
basketball, a record that, however, pales in comparison
with the historic accomplishments of his Basque father -
Carlos in the nation’s hoops history. Carlos Loyzaga was
one of the best basketball players in the world during
his time and the best Philippine showing in Olympics
basketbail was the team that Caloy Loyzaga led.

Last but not least, if you look at the long list of
prominent Filipinos of Basque descent, the name of
Liza Cacho Araneta Marcos is there. The boldest of
the boldface Pinoy Basque nanies.

-~




S

R

R il

TIME.

STRATERIC e

COMMUNFCATION
anb

INTIATIVES
JeRvice

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos

Jc. has advised local govern-
ment unils [LGUs) to engage the
private sector for passible fund-
ing of their investments, such az
for infrastructures, through pub-
lic-privale patinerships (PPPs). |
wish 1a introduce hereunsolicited
ideas that can be developed furher
into PPP projects, for anyane's
consideration, that is, especially
those who have the authority snd
MEeans [ Ay out PPPs,

The PPP route has become
fashionable for many developing
countries, espedially those which
struggle 10 collect enough funds
for their public goods and ser-
vices investments. Thiough PPPs,
private funds come in; they free
up government funds for ather
much-needed expenditures. n
certain cases, private firms are quick
to prapode PPP agreements with
govemment when opportunities to
profit from them are hard 1o ignore.

Govemments can sweeten PPP
dealsand make them more enticing
for private firms, such as providing
guarantees {where government
assumes contingent liabilities in
case the private fum defaults onits
debis with which it funded the PPP
project), or by creating conditivns
that make s PPP some kind of 2

The Manila Times

FF”P ideas for LGUs 3

commercial monopoly {as in the
case of the Paranaque Integrated
Terrninal Exchange, or FITEX),

In same insiances when access to
PP goods or services emails costs
that price ot the lower segments of
the population [such as skywass),
some PPP8 can be seen as sevving
private interests more than public
welfare (hence the “private gain,
public pain” rant). There is alza
the argument for comparng, from
a whale-ofsotiety perspective, the
tosis and benefits over a period of,
say. 25 years, between two smmilar
projexts, one funded by PPP and the
other by govemment debt.

Overall, however, the Philip-
pines [according o an Asian
Development Bank paper} is
known as having a refatively robust

enabling legal framework {Repub-

lic Act 6957, the Build, Operae
and Transfer Law of 2012, and its
amendment, Republic Act 7718),
and implementing struciyres such
as the PPP Center, for PPP projents.

The PPP Center defines PPP 35
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a cantractual agreement between
the governmenl and a private
fimm targeted towasds finandiag,
designing, implementing and
operating infrastructure lacilities
and services that were iradition.
» ally provided by the public secsor.

There can be many forms of
PPPs in terms of modalities and
scope, Tor example. In the Philip-
pines, the PPP Center idenlifies
two bask forms of PPP. One is
called availability PP, 1he other
it & concession-based PPP. The
center says that *they are distin-
guished from each other on the
toles the partners assume,”

In the availability PPP, govem-
ment “contracts with a private
secior entity to pravide a public
good, servicear product ata can-
stant capacity to the implemeni-
ing agency for a given fee (capac-
ity fee) and a separate charge for
usage of the publicgood, product
or service (usage fee). Fees or
tariffs are regutated by contract
1o provide for recovery of debi
service, fixed coss of vperation
and a return on equity.”

In a concession PPP, “the goy-
ernmeni granis the private secior
the right to build, operate and
charge public users of the public
good, infrastrzcture or service,
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a fee or tariff which is regulated
by public regulators and the
candesslon contract. Tariffs are
structured to provide for recov-
5y of debt service, fixed costs of
operation and return on equity.”

Examples of finished/ongoing
PPP projects include Cavite-
Laguna Expressway (Calax),
NLEx-SLEx Connector Road
Project, Muntiniupa-Cavite Ex-
pressway, NAIA Expressway,
Tarlac-Pangasinan-La Union Ex-
pressway (TPLEx), North Luzon
Expressway Harbor Link Project,
Southeast Metro Manila Express-
way Project (Semme/C-6), and
Metro Manila Skyway.

Most of these projects are lo-
cated within ar near Metro Manila.
While some PPP projects have
been cansidered for LGUSs, they
are few and far between as it were.

The Local Government Code
identifies several sectors in which
PPP_projects can be adopted,
such as agriculture and fisher-
ies, commercial and industrial

: education, govemn-
ment buildings and operations
centers, forestry, health, housing.
information and communication
technology (ICT) systems and
facilities, land use, roads and

tation, water and sanitation.

On government buildings and
operations centers, | suggest that
LCUs develop through PP
some of their real estate proper-
ties as host for the relocation of
central offices of government
agencies that are presently lo-
cated in Metro Manila, The host
LGU may need 1o make it easy
for central personnel 10 relocate,
such as by offering free unlimited
Wi-Fi, free housing for at least 25
years, etc, The muhiplters and

positive externalities that such

an investment can bring to the
local economy promise to be
almaost boundless, while helping
to somehow decongest human
and vehicular craffic in Meuro

_ ment would have a vested interest

in such a prospect. Public policy
should deem it compelling enough
for a presidential edici tobe issued,

ditecting the dispersal of govem-

ment offices to the countryside.
Initial preferences for location
should suggest that the mandate
of each office should fit 1o specific
leverages offered by an LGU. For
the Department of Tourism, for
example, prime locations should
include Palawan or Bohol. For

bridges, social welfare, wranspor- &n Department of Environment

and Natural Besources, 1 would
recommengt nry home province,
Eastern Samar. Here, one can still

vibrany| canopies; the beter
for our DENR peopl: to appreci-
ate the 1

iff the local economy to
of activity, may also

encourage new lifestyles,
More PPP ideas next week
{Aug. 17, 2022),

E—
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BY TIZIANA CELINE PIATOS

E Philippine Institute for Development
Studies (PIDS) researchers urged municipal
and city governments to integrate barangay

disaster risk reduction and management {DRRM)
plans into their development plans.

PIDS senior research fellow
Sonny Domingo and research spe-
Galist Arvie Manejar made this call
in a webinar featuring their study
titled “Policy, Institutional and
Expenditure Review of Bottom-up
Approach Disaster Risk Mm
and Managemen.”

According to the nmrd\tﬂ»,
dties and municipalities are “not
optimally” vsing the barangay
DRRM and development plans
when creating their development
and land use plans.

“In many cases, inpus from

barangay (valhgu) ase ot given
the much-needed n upper-
level planning” mingo
in astaternent. -‘,-,’ : ‘t ;
Hence, he adyis picipal
and dtygovanm_ fdogim prove
the indlusion of batangsy DRRM
plans in their erif plans.
The researchers also poisited out

spytem
is “still largely top-down,” wilh
scant evulence of commutity

involvement d\lwsftdvﬂoo&ty
representation.
Domingo added that hl!aw

regional and global policies pro-
mate bottom-up engagement, the.
procedures “temain ambiguous or
difficult.

‘The study found “weak repont-
ing accounting, tracking and feed-
back on DRR resources” regarding
LGUs’ (local government units)
use of DRRM funds.

According (o the report, the Full
Disdosure Policy Portal for EGUs
“is a good platform for transpar-
ency and validation ™

Still, standards and quality
checks for the inputs must be in

ce.

‘These problems, Domingo said,
highlight the necessity of educat-
ing LGUs on DRR policy and fiscal
management.

“We need to empower them in
using what is available in terms
of assets and resources instead
of waiting for many years 10

<aplalize on them,” explained
Domingo.

'Ibcmmhcrsalsoemphmxed
a better monitoring and assess-
ment system for plags, programs,
resources and expenditures.

"We need to enhance tcg}:lnng
efforts and transparency platfo
by compelling LGUs to come up
with yearly reports on disaster-
related initiatives and impacts of
disasters on their commupities,”
mentioned Domi

The researchers also added that
the government should strengthen
instiwdional avenues for more
cammunity and stakeholder par-
ticipation by engaging micro,
small and medium emerpyises,
and implementing more participa-
tory programs and activities.

"Be very explicit in allocating -
resources for participatory-refated
initiatives, " suggesied Domingo.
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Second fastest econo

GDP grows by 7.4% in second quarter

my

1
This performance also

T ik Tass H i 75 percent; still, this
orm This grewth i slightly less than the median forecast of 75 p N
Temains in line with fmmme&mﬂm a3 the second best-pecforming rl\‘dmon am-rmg the rgg;n:s
our expactations, or our wmmmmnmmwbuedﬂ\enm quarter reports,
expocted 85 percent to 75 | onpatary added o ———
percent Srowth in 3080 “Meanwhile, the agriculture sector pmained  The Phulipplne economy has to 1 ony
BY RAADEE Sasa weak 1t 02 percet growth due to its wilerability 5.2 pervent in the year's secord half 1o achieve the
o natural celamities and cising inpat oosts. lower bound of the 6.5 parcent growthtarzst. But to
Bross domestic product P3A Undersecretary Denniz Mapa ankk “The main reach the upper bound of 25 percent, the sconaray
GDP P comtritatons to the secand guarter 2022 gowth were has to grow by 76 percend. Both targets are dosble,
e s S Whokeae s retal e repele ol oo veitcks sl Diokno sded.
Phlliwlucsthes'emm torcyeies, 9.7 peroeply oonsotiction, 1.0 percsit; For his part, economist Ronilo Balbieran of the
and transportation izl storags, 211 percent.” University of Asin and the Pacifle said the GDP
mwm Major economic sectors, namely: Agriculture;” performance affirmed “that the srength of our
Development (NEDA) forestry, fishing, Industry, and Services, all posted econonsy Bes in the many, young, and ill grossing
chief Sacretary Arsenio Bak | potitive growths in the second quarter with 2 popalatien of our country that are now being
percent, 6.3 peroent and 8.1 percent, respectively: pemilted 1o gol ont of the house and resune

fesiawhile, the mamufacouring outped continued
to grow In June as the average capacky wilization
hmmmm:mmm.wm

' “Increasses were alan seen in ather mamifacuring
Mhlmmddm'l\mdqy. TR

“The Phillppine Matistics Authority | and repair and installation of mechinery and
ﬂnmmwnmﬁ%ﬁs equipment (5.7 percert); othar non-metallic mirersl

commadity prices. Private domestic demand
also expandad with honsehold consumption
(BB pervenc growth rats) and gross capical formation
(205 peroent growth rate) provking robust ssupport
10 the econany.*

The second quarter's growth reflects the
incresse in mobility, better labor conditions, and

Ballctn said the Philisines is next 0
Vietnart's Dmmwdwqum:?u
percert s China's 0.4 peryemt,

mmmmmumm

“All we need I Z3percers achiwe (D€ B0vernment’s suppart for deveiopment.
t2 2 perosat growth o the yeurs swcoug e B the it bl eal GDP growth enged 78
This peroent, above the 6.5 percent to 75 percent DBCC
dﬁmmmhm / {Dewlopment Budget Coondination Commsitiee)
WM‘BWWM sazget for the year,* iokno added.
percend to 7.5 pereent I 2023, | The ssoretary also said that “whids there migit
. be some slowdowm in growth in the second half of
e s e e g b il e
A Same of even hetter economy, o still expect that the
rﬂtmmmmuummm DBCC growth target or 2022 wili be achievable ss

Mw
WA:(ﬂﬁubaa;:edCaum.

sectors on the production si xparded
the last quarter; driven o
sectors # 9.1 percent

v coptinge the angoing Infrsstructure program,
mulatain macroseonomic stability”

with a)l the socialization activities that drive
comsumption, trivel, tourisny, recreation, public
events thal are now driving trade, transport, and
logisties to support this behavier, and further,
providing a stronger and fongerteom horkeon for
construction and another ivestment spending ™
For his part, Michnel Fxwiquez, president und
chief ivestment olficer of Sun Life [ivestment
Mansgement and Trest Corp,, sald “the secnnd
quarter GOP growth came aut 10 be strong, bt
| still below consensus estimates of 8.4 percent. The
higher 0il and commaodity prices weighed dawm on
ting* 3
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Paranaque spillway eye
to solve Metro flooding

BY WILLIAM DEPASUPIL

E government revived the planned

. Paraiaque Spillway Project (PSP) in

a bid to protect low-lying communi-

ties in Metro Manila and nearby provinces
from massive flooding.

Public Works and Highways
Secretary Manuel Bonoan said
on Tuesday thar the government
sought the support of the Japan
Intemnational Cooperation Agency
(1ICA) to finance the ambitious
project, which was first eyed for
implementation during the Arroyo
administration follawing the on-
skaught of Typhoon “Ondoy” that
inundated Metro Manila.

Officials of the Department
of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), National Economic and
Development Authority, Depart-
ment of Finance, and JICA mission

group recently held 2 fact-finding
meeting for the PSP flood control
project 10 address the perennial
floading problem in Greater Ma-
nila and the nearby provinces of
Laguna and Rizal.

Bonoan said that fiood dam-
age in the Laguna lakeshore avea
during the rainy season due 10
the effects of climate change is
a situation that could not be
further ignored.

Public Works Senior Undersec-
retary Emil Sadain said the PSP
is a much-needed engincering
intervention to address extreme

flooding by draining excess water
from Laguna Lake into Manila Bay.

Using undergsound tunnel
technology, this flood control op-
tion for the Laguna de Bay basin is
based on the comprehensive flood
managemeni plan supporied by
surveys carmied out by JECA experts,
added Sadain.

To control the water level of
Laguna Lake, DPWH proposed the
construction of an underground
drainage channel to catch over-
flowing flood water from Laguna
Lake before it is pumped out to
Manila Bay.

The Parafiaque spillway involves
the construction of an open chan-
nel and tunnel with the inlet at
the land side in Buli (south side
of Sucat) and with the outlet at
the Zapote River mouth with a
maximum outfiow discharge of
240 cubic meters per second.

It will have a deep tunnel tech-
nology with an inner diameter of

13 meters having a tunnel depth
ranging from 50 to 77 meters from
the existing ground with 2 total
tunnel length of 10.50 kilometers.

The underground structure
that will connect Laguna Lake to
Manila Bay will avoid the spilling
of lake water into low-lying com-
munities. The project will traverse
50 m underground the cities of
Muntinlypa, Paraitaque, Las Pifias
and Bacoor in Cavite.

With this, the DPWH will be
able 10 mitigate the inundation in
the Laguna de Bay Lakeshore area”
by draining the water lake directy
into Manila Bay.

The DFWH, which is mandated
to implement the infrastructure
development projects, including
the Hood control works, has iden-
tified the PSP project as one of the
priority projects in the Philippine
investment plan,

The project was proposed 10 be
funded under a JICA Joan,
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Dolomite Beach,
‘wag sisihin sa pagbaha

I..m:s ng‘;abl. A kdmdrulubig:ml:llg
v b s w5 s

makguan.
thosity (MMDA) na ang mabagal na paghu-
naranasang pagbaha ay. pangbahaay dulot umano
duiot ng konstruksyon se pag-divert sa tubig sa
pumping station sa Bay- i i

NMn‘umoAm vn halip na dalhin to ng
s W Tena & it e
mdm%sm T yu

Highways {DPWH) ;nna DPWH para makapag-
ngayon m.gymg dahilan %‘;“m?i .madal'z m;
ng pagbabanha. tubig-baha ng direkia sa
fto ay angmga Manlla Bay.
stations sa Padre Fau- Han pa fing mga
ra Dralnage, Remedios lungsod $a Metro Mania
Drainage at Eslerc de San  ang naitaia ring naranasan
akﬂt“:b ang maa [sinasail- mataas na tubig baha
sa
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Drought, floods linked to infectious diseases

CLIMATE hazards such as flooding,
heatwaves and drought have worsened
maore than half of the hundreds of
known infectious diseases In people,
including malaria, hantavirus, cholera
and anthrax, a srdy says.
Researchers locked through the
medical literature of established cases

of the known 375 human infectious
diseases, or 58 percent, seemed 1o

‘be made worse by one of 10 types of

extreme weather connectad 1o climate
change, according 1o a study in Mon-
day's joumial Narere Climate Change.

The srudy mapped ou® 1,006 path-
ways from the climate hazavds 10 sick
people. In some cases, downpours

and flooding sicken people thrcugh
disease-carying mosquitos, rars and
deer. There are warming oceans and
heatwaveathat taint seafood and other

mlmmm\dd:ou@mmabnng

)
have long conuected disease to weathis,
»FloodsA8

of illneswes and found thay 213 ouw

¥

WFLODDS FROM A1

Drought, floods linked
to infectious diseases

but this study shows how wide- |
spread the influence of dimate is.

on human health. -

“If climate is changing,
the rizk of these diseases are
changing,” said study ¢o-
asithor Dt. Jonathan Patz,
director of the Global Health
Institure at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison,

Doctors, such as Patz, said
they need ta think of the diseas-
s as symptoms of a sick Earth.

*The findings of this study are
termifying and illusirate well the
enotiious consequences of <li-
mate change on human patho-
gens,” said Dr. Carlos del Rio,
an Emory University infectious
disease specialist, who was not
part of the stady.

“Thase of us in infectious
diseases and mianbiclogy nead
to mgke chimate change one of
gur prigrities, and we need to
ali work together 1o prevent
what will be without doubt a
catastrophe as a result of chi-
mate change.”

In addition o looking 4t in-

_ feclious diseases, the research-

ers expanded their search to
look at all types of human
sicknesses, including non-infec-
tious illnesses such as asthma,
allergies and even animal bites
to see how many maladies
they could connect o climate
hazards in some way, incluling
infectionus diseases.

|5 joinl pain years later.
Sometimes clunate chang
Pts in odd ways. Mara includ

e 2016 case in Siberia when
a decades-old reindesr carcass,
dead from anthrax, was un-
earched when the permafiost
thawed from warming. A 7hild
touched it, got anthrax and
started an outbreak.

Mara originally wanted ro
search medical cases to see
haw Covid-19 intersected with
climate hazards, if at all. He
found cases where exireme
weather both exacesbated and
diminished chances of Co-
vid-19. [n some cases, extreme
heat in poor areas had people
congregate togeiher to caol off
and get exposed to the disease,
but in other situations, heavy
downpours reduced Covid
spread because people siayed
home and indoors, away from
others.

Longtime climate and public
health expert Kristie Ebi at the
Universlty of Washington cau-
tioned thal she had concerns
with how the conclusions were
drawn and some of the methods
in the study,

It is an established Fact that
the burning of coal, oil and,
natural gas has led o more
frequent and inlense extreme
weather, and research has
shown that weather patterns
ave assotiated with many health
1ssues, she sad.
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They found a total of 286
unique sicknesses and of those
223 of them seemed to be
worsened by climate hazards,
nine were diminished by cli-
mate hazards and 54 had cases
of both aggravated and mini-
mized, the study found.

The new study doesn’t do
the calculations to attribute
specific disease changes, odds
or magnitude to cimate change,
but finds cases where extreme
weather was a likely factor
among many.

Study lead author Camilo
Mora, a climate data analyst at
the University of Hawaii, said
what is important 1o note is that
the study isnt about predicting
future cases.

“There is no speculation here

whatsoever,” Mora said. “These
are things that have already
happened.” One example Mora

knows firsthand.
About five years ago, Mora's
home in rural Colombia was

flooded — for the first time in -

his memory water was in his
living room, creating an ideal
breeding ground for mosqui-
toes — and Mora contracted
Chikungunya, 8 nasty virus
spread by mosquito bites. And
even though he survived; he still

"However, correlation is not
causation,” Ebi said in an email,
“The authaors did not discuss
the extent to which the climate
hazards reviewed changed over
the time period of the study and
the extent to which any changes
have been attributed to climate

But Dr. Aaron Bernstein, in-
terim director of the Center for
Climate, Health and the Clobal
Environment at Harvard School
of Public Health, Emory's del
Rio and three other putside
experts said the study is a good
warning about climate and
health for now and the future.
Especially as global warming
and habitac loss push animals
and their diseases closer to hu-
mans, Bemstein said.

__ "This study underscores how

climate change may load the
dice to favor unwelcome infec-
tious surprises,” Bernstein said
in an email. “But of course
it only reports on what we
already know and what's yet
unknown about pathogens
may be yet more compel-
ling about how preventing
further climate change may

prevent future disasters like .

Covid-19.” AP
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Regional Updates

THE CEBU CRy govermment is speeding up the
mwikout of severst measures fo sddress perss-
1ont Madding pechiens 33 one o (e wors!
Incidents was racorded tast week with waist
bagh waler alona major roacs and makesiii
Poutes 100G wake rways galing Dl mway.
An "aggeessive” demolition of struchures
started this waek in ne wilth the implemen-
tation of |Ne (hee-mMer Latameni ruls for
walerways, Mayor Nichael L. Rama sald in a
press release from the dity government fol-
lowing 3 meeling with ncad authorities in the
aftermash of the lasl wesk's flash lloods.

tor of the Dapariment of Pub: Works snd
Highways on Monday evening to coondingte
stanos iom ihe nationl agency,

The mayor nioted that owrvrs of Sirac-
|ures 2long walerways have been given 0p-
fiors for refocalion or cash fo meve oul, with
same already having raceled paymen!

AFORNER combal zone betwern Mom
bk and government farces in the smsll
town of Matanog In Maguindanze prov-
Ince has bean transformed into 2 banana
plaatalion with 3 PASS-ariBon ouliyy from
thres companies, the Bangsamoro mvest-
il Doard sad.

“The whele fieids belore were once a
WAT TON% and NOW AN ECORKOMIT 008 In the
regica,” Regional Bangsamoro Boacd of
Investments (BBOI) Board Gavemor Ms-
hammad Omar Pasigan said In a statemen)
on Yuesday.

Mr. Rasna also mwat wilh the regional dime-

Cebu City rushes to address fiooding problems

Dredoing and delicling cperations by
the city’s engineering ofilce slsn slarted on
Tuesdsy 3t the South Road Properties (SRP)
area, where vehickes were submerged inan
usderground parking faclity Last week, e
ity govemimend s3id |3 Sapsrale statement.

Vice Mayor Raymond Alvin N_Garclamel on
Manday with officisis of the enginaering office
andsnvent Land, Inc., which has 3 40-hecise
joit venhure with the dity a0d 2 10-hectare
coimenarcial develogament ot the SRE.

Dradging ivolves the removal of sedi-
ments snd debris fram the bettom of nivess
whide defisting covers Ane sand ard chay
canried by nunning wate,

“We are aiso lookiag for 3 long-tem
soltion om this and we will oive importasce
o Mhis matier,” said He, Garcia,

Teams have aiso been deployed to rame
up the cleaning of dréinage syziams sad
waterways dogged by trash, — N5J

The three firms cperating In the aea are
Usman Banana Fam-Candgva, which inwested
P2771 mifion. Tayon Banans Farm-Cavendish
with 128 milfion, 20d Abai Banana Faem-
Cawendich, PG2 iilkon

A ombiined SIS hocals e boem gimployed,
masitly farmes wimbatants, the boerd said

Pegional officials visted the farm st week
In soufiem Philiopines whare Camngish aad
Cardawa varieties ara geown.

“Owr affice encourages iwesior-friendly
ancharSsCTive partherthins among ragistersd
compamers i e region Nence, visting hem

A TEAN from Cebu (Hy's aagineering and
Public worls 0fice Cean up parhage frem
a walermay.

3 companies itvest P463M for banana plantation in former Maguindanao confiict 2one

15 essend ol 1o ensure oLs continued sharing
of hncamed e with the companks that may
oenefll themin the scope of how business,”
i Pasigaa sad.

He sard the BBOI provides full suppont
sorvioes iramn bwasimend proceduras in
markelng essistance.

*We could help the company with
thelr markating and promotions, syvail of
Incentives, and provide all the necessary
information needed 1o help grow thelr

- businezs to is maximum patential,” he
il - N3

mmmbmd
Maaw] compensation board
& SEMATOR on Tussday flled 3 moulu
Calling for action on the establishment of a
compensation board that will progess the
cimms of thoss who lost famely members and
whose propastios were dandoed during the
2007 Marawi shege.
Resolution &, Med by Senstor Robinhood
Ferdwand "Robin® C. Pacllla, wes the Office
of Ihe Exequtive Secretary to conduct the
vetting peocess of the nomeness for the Matiwi

+ Compenidlion Boad (MCE).

Under Republic Act 11698 of the Marawi
Siege Victims Compensation Actof 2022
S in ApelL Lhe Phuiippins Proshdent has the
autheority (0 appoint the chairperson aad exght
memhers Io the boatd

Nasdwi st shokders can subanil 3 Jist of
DOMINAES,

“Since the passage of RA D696 on 17
Aprll 2022, vctims ol the Marawi slege
have been clamoring for he organkzation
of the MCB ... 50 It can forthwith perform
Its functions, organize, and promukzate the
motementing 7ules and reguiations.” Hr.
Padilla £aid,

Contral parts of Maraw! Oty In southsin
Philippines wera damaged ik e [ve-month
heswy gun baltie between govemmant [orcs
and ¥ocal actremnist groups linked 1o the
islarmic State.

¥ere than BS 000 pesidents were dispiaced
and sbout 25,200 are sl Rakiing in various
tramsitory sifes of staylng ekewhere as of May
4, according fe dada released by ihe United
Nations Coordination of Humanitaran AMatrs
Olfie. ~ Ahsa Micie O, Ten
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Cemter m"'m PLANTING ¥ MMlmmummm -
m““‘amg&“ hlm:u:‘hnm%' wmmﬁ
Reserve Comumand (Res- of global warming. Photo cowtesy of Batsan PNP

and Nat- min and Rizaldy Ma-  of the Mt Samat Shrine - ernment’s  Natonal
ral Resources - Cordillera  muad, OXC maintenasce/ A total of 300 pine tree Cneﬂn%‘hogmhpro-
Autonomous Reglonal  operatian. sewdlings were planted.  moting bindivemity and
Office, DENR ‘ML Prov- The event was spear- Velasro said theacti-  encoutaging the commu-
ince, and officersanctstaff  headed by lhel’lﬂ&ilm 2 aims to combat the nities to protect and con-
members of the Mt. Sa-  Veterans Affairs ice of global warming. serveournatural resource
mat Shrine led Ma.  end the Veterans Memori- “This free-planting #s,” the Balaan g cop
Cexcilia Medes, OIC ad-' a1 and Historical Division will contributein thegov-  said. Bema:l lang
5 = ~ BE o
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Bataan cops join tree planting

activity at Mt. Samat

By BERNARD
GALANG

THE Bataan Police pntk-
ipated in o Mplan ng
activity at the
Shrine or “Dambana ng
Kagitingan™ in Pilar,
Bataan.

Led by Col. Romell Ve-
lasco, the t;go mggy;

roject were o

? PCADU, fed by Act-
ing Chief Mli Winston

Norte, from dif-
fetcm an Police sta-
tions, members of the Phil-
ne Army from 305
, 3RC RESCOM
ENR CAR RO, DENR
l‘rrmrrr, and officers md
staff of Mt Samat Shrine
led by Ma. Cecilia A Medes,
OIC {Officer-in-Charge)
Admin, and Rizaldy Ma-
muad, OIC for mainte-
nance
The event was spear-
headed by the Philippine

Veterans  Affairs Office
(P‘VAO Veterans Memori-
al, and ical Division of
MW%MWM
in 300 pine tree seedlin, £

m:m
global warm{n
"Thn, tree pl v%lll
canitribute to the povern-
ment’s National (.Nean

mm hpm;:ﬁzraﬁhd

and
conlerve our natural re-
sources,” said Velasco.
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firms heaved a huge
igh of relief following

nouncement that the
government will ramp up the
development of the industry
to shore up the economy.

Miners in Zambales, in
particular, must have also felt
vindicated by the recent audit
conducted by the Mines Geo-
sciences Bureau (MGB) that
they passed with fiying colors.

According to reports, these
mining companies—Benguet
Corp. Nickel Minés, Eramen
Minerals [nc., LNL Archipela-
20 Minerals Inc. and Zambales
Diversified Metals Corp.—got
an aggregate score of 97.86 last
year from g3.07 the previous
year,

They were assessed for
safety and healch, environ-
ment and sodial development
management performance.

Veteran stockbroker and now
Eagle Sacurities senjor consuitant
Den Somera twld Biz Buzz that
the Marcos administration’s pol-
icy i3 most welcome.

“The industry has suffered
Imineasurable losses because
of the successive shutdowns,”
he sald. “1 hope that the prea-
ent government will follow
through with this initative
and Anally canstder the Indus-
try as obe of the pillars of eco-
nomic growth.”

The industry could be a
rich source of fevenue for the
government diue 1o the grow-
ing market for industrial min-
erals, specifically nickel.

But Biz Buzz hears that
stakeholders first want to see
the Marcos administration
set the stage for an Inves-
tor-friendly mining industry,

in particular, they believe
that the Philippines should
take advantage of the Increas-
ing need for nickel, propelied
by the large demand for bat-
teries, specifically for electric
and hybrid vehicles,

They say that the coun-
Iry should especially aim to
become 2 major player In the
electric vehicle supply chain of
which nickel is a vital compo-
neat,

In the US, President Biden
is set to unveil a $3.1-biltion
plan to boost domestic man-
ufacturing of batteries in a

e
" . |
n.'!':“' ¥

o ©)

Malacafiang’s policy pro-,

coufitry away from gas-pow-
ered cars to electric vehicles.

Indonesia. Southeast Asia’s
largest economy, is already
way ahead in harnessing nickel
10 Rrow its economy.

President Widodo has been
hobnobbing with world leaders
and technology movers to posi-
tion his country at the top of the
EV chain. He had a high profile
meeting with Tesla and Space X
founder Elon Musk at the pri-
vate space agency’s headquar-
ters, discussing “future collabo-
ration on many fronts.”

Mr. Widodo acts as his
country’s top salesman and
has been successfully loring
foreign investment from the
likes of Musk into his ¢oun-
try of 2735 milllon people.
Can President Marcos do the
same? Abangan’ —paxmi 1w~

“Crypto
The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) issued an in-
teresting warning against Bi-
nance, the world's biggest cryp-

- tocurrency exchange,

In an Aug. 2 response © a
complaint-letter from the [n-
frawarch PH think tank, led by
former Rep. Terry Ridon, the SEC
advised the public against (nvest-
ing with Binance.

This was based on the fact
that the crypto platform had
failed to register as a local cor-
poration or partnership. Thus, i
could not apply for any license
to solicit investments from the

Wewon't dwell on the hazy
regulations and how crypto-
currencies should be clasgified.
Elsewhere in the world, the
debate continues on whether
these should be cansidered se-
curities or commodities.

In any case, the SEC letter
could also be read as telling Bi-
nance to simply register.

Why the company, led by
Chinese billionaire Changpeng
“C2Z” Zhao, has failed to do so
is curigus given his recent visit
to the Philippines to drum up
their local expansion plans.

The plans indude securing
a virtual asset services provider
license from the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas, the route some of
its local counterparts took

This is unfolding as anoth-
er local player plans to make a
splashy entrance in the sector.

Of course, we're referring
to GCash, the mobile wallet

I broader effort to shift the backed by the Ayala Group’s

7 e
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globc Telecom and CZ’s fellow
Chinese billionaire, Jack Ma.
. Neil Trinidad, head of new

Robot-powered
Aboltiz Power
Ahoitiz Power Corp., the
ship unit of listed Aboitiz
uity Ventures [nc, has en-
lidted the help of “robots® to
prove the company's cus-
amer service and operational
clency.
AboitizPower said this was
estilt of its recently conclud-
Robotic Process Automa-
tion {RPA) bootcamp wherein
23 robots were “successfully
developed.”

The newly developed ro-
bots, it added, have reduced
rnaround and processing
schedules across participat-
Ing teams by an average of so
percent, not only saving time,
money and effart bue also free-
ing up team members to do
nmore value-adding work.

Among these is a robot de-
veloped by Visayan Electric Co,,
the Cebu-based distribudon
udliy of the Aboitlz Group,
It is capable of consolidating
high-volume dara from various
sources and genarating accurate
ang acctonable reports,

AboitizPower explained that
RPA technology, not to be con-
fused with mechanical robots, are
“metaphorical software robots™
that use artifical intelligence to
handle manual and repetitive
tasks that would otherwise be
very tedious to complete,

These include capturing
customer  informaton, sifting
through power outage data and
fast-racking internal processes,

The power company said
there would be more programs
1o further improve the digital
competencies of team mem-
berz, in line with che Abaitiz
Group's trapsformation  to-
ward becoming the Philip-
pines’ first “techglomerate.”
- JORDEENE B. LAGARE INQ
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ining firms heaved a huge

sigh of relief following

Malacahang’s policy pro-,

nouncement that t
government will ramp up the
development of the industry
to shote up the economy.

Miners in Zambales, in
partdcular, must have also felt
vindicated by the recent audit
conducted by the Mines Geo-
sciences Buteau (MGB) that
they passed with flying colors,

According to repocts, these
mining companies—Benguet
Corp. Nickel Mines, Eramen
Minerals [nc, LNL Archipela-
go Minerals Inc. and Zambales
Diversified Meals Corp.—got
an aggregate score of 97.86 last
year from 93.07 the previous
year.

They were assessed for
safety and health, environ-
ment and social development
management performance.

Veteran stockbroker and nowr

Eagle Securities senfor consaltant -

Den Somera 10k Bz Buzz that

“The industry has suffered
immeasurable loases becauss
of the sucressive shutdowns®
he said. *T hope that the pres-
ent government will folloay

gh with this inigative

consider the indus-,

oy as one of the plllars of ece-
nomlic growth.”

The industty cquld be a
rich sgurce of reven@yfor the
government dye to the grow-
ing market for industrial min-
erals, specifically nickel.

But Biz Buzz hears that
stakeholders first wane to see
the Marcos adminisiration
sel the stage for an inves
tor- frfendly mining indusary,

In particular, they belleve
that the Phllippines should
take advantage of the increas-
ing need for nickel, propelled
byvaha-darge demand for bate
teries, specifically for electric
and hybrid vehicles.

They say that the coun-
ry should especially aim to
become a major player in the
electric vehicle supply chain of
which nickel is a vital compo-
nent. :

In the US, President Biden
is set to unveil a $3.3-billion
plan to boost domestic man-
ufacturing of batrerses in a

broader effort ‘to shift the

cmny away from

ered cars toelecutc
Indonesia, Soudumt.uln ]

largest economy, is siready

way ahead in harmessing nickel

to grow its economy.
President Widodo has besn

he  hebnobbing with world leaders

and technology mavers to posi-
ton hls country at the top of the
EV chain. He had a high profile
meeting with Tesla and Space X
founder Elom Musk at the pri-
vate space agerky’s headquar-
tets, discussing “future collabo-
ration on many fronts.” '

Mr, Widado acts as his
courwry's top salesman and
has been successfully luring
forelgn investment from the
likes of Musk mto hiz coun-
try of 2735 million people,
Can Presidens Marcos do che
game? Abangan! —pAxXM L. Lv-

~Crypto warning -
The Securities and Bxcharge
Cominission {SEC) issued an In-

falled to register as a local cor

povation or partnership. This, it

could not apply for any license
10 solichk Iwestments from the
public ol ik

. Wewon'tdwell on the hazy
‘regulations, afd bow' crypto-
curmrencles should be dassified.
Blsewhere in the world, the
debate zontdmyes on whether
these should be corsidered se-
curities or commaodities.

In any case, the SEC Ietur :

¢ould also be read as tefling BI-*
nance to shyply regiscer,

Why the company, led by
Chinese billlonaire Changpeng

to. the Philippines to drum up
thelr local expanslon plans,

The plans indude securing

a virtual asset services provider:

license from the Bangke Sentral
ng Pillpinas, the route some of
irs local counterparts took
This is unfelding as anoth-
er local player plans to make a
splashy encrance In the secror.
OF course, we're referring
to GCash, the mobile wallet

backed by the Ayala Group's

" more valye-adding work.

Globe Telecom and CZ's fellow
Chinese billionaire, Jack Ma.
Nell Trinidad, head of new

AMIOTINS. ~ MISUIRL R CAMUS
Robot-powered
Aboitiz Power

Abaitiz Power Corp.,.the

ulty Ventures Inc., has en-
the help of “robots™ to
ptove the company’s cus-

AboltizPower saii this was
dxesulc of Its recently conclud-
%l Robotic Procass Automa-
tion (RPA) bootcamp wherein
13 robots were “successfully
developed.”

The newly developed ro-
bots, It added, have reduced
turparound and  processing
schedules across participat-
ing teams by ah average of 50
PErcent, not only saving time,
money and effort butalso free-
ing up team members to do

Among these is a robot de-
veloped by Visayan Electric Co,
the Cebu-based diswibution
utility ' of the Aboitiz Group.
it 'l capable of consolidating
high-volume data from various
sources and generarng accurate
and actionable reports.

AhpltizPower explined that

RPA tectmology, not to be con-
fised with mechanical robots, are

fast-acking internal processes.

The power company said
there would be more programs
to further improve the digital
competencies of team mem-
bers, in line with the Aboitk
Group's transformation to-
ward becoming che Philip-
pines' first “techglomerate.”
— JORDEENE B. LABARE [NQ

Emallus ar BRriuzz@inguioercom ph
Joln our Viler community:
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'SC orders CA to resume

hearing of writ
Zambales mining

firms resume ops
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By JoEr R. SAN Juan
W @yreanpuan 1573

HE Supreme Court (8C) has
Tordered the Court of Appeals

(CA) to hear anew the peti-
tion filed by the residents of Sta.
Cruz, Zambales for the issuance of
awritof kalikasan with temporary
environmental protection order
(TEPQ) against all mining opera-
tione in the province.

[n a 22-page ynanimous ruling
penned by Associate Justice Henri
Jean PaulInting, theCaurtenbanc
set aside the resolutions dated May
22, 2017 and December 14, 20817
of the €A, which denied the peti-
tion and at the same time lifted
the provisianal writ of kalikasan
issued by the Supreme Court in
June 2018.

The CA ruled that the closure

‘ order issued by then Department

of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) SecretaryGigaLo-
pes against the operations of five

miningcompanies in the province
had rendered the petition moot
and academic.

However, the SC noted that the
dosure ordersdated February 8, 2017
have alreadybeen lifted and respon-
dent fining companies, namely,
Benguet Corp Nicke! MinesInc., Era-
men Minerals Inc., LNL Archipelago
Minerale Inc., Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp, and Shangfil Mining
and Trading Corp., have resumed
their aperations.

“Indeed, with the lifting of the
closure orders...and the resump-
tion of the mining operations of
respondent companies as mani-
fested by the OSG [Office of the
Solicitor General], petitioners’
allegations, i.e.. that respondent
companies conduct ynsystematic
mining activities and their mining
operations violate pertinent envi-
ronmental and mining laws, which
were considered by the DENR in
the isguance of said closure orders
become material and significantly

P L dates

er

relevant in the subject petation for
writ of kalikasan,” the SC said.

*Thus, the propriety of the ulti-
mate relief in a petition for writ of
kalikasan thatis, topreventfurther
violations of the constitutionally
protected rights to a balanced and
healthful ecology remains a justi-
ciable controversy. Thishasnotbeen
squarely passed upon or resalved by
the CA," it added.

The SC noted that the CA did
not make any evaluation of facts
on petitionera’ allegations as it
merely cited the in-depth audit
of respondent mining companies
zonducted by the audit team from
the DENRand representativesfrom
the Department of Agriculture,
Department of Health, Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
and Nationsl Economic and Devel-
opment Authority.

However, the SC said the au-
dit team’s findings on the various
yviolations of pertinent mining and
environmental laws by respondent
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mining companies merely ended in The petitioners noted that their
~ thedosure of the mining operationts mhin;ac’ﬁ’vitbmdestmyiuthe
irrigation system apd the ecosys-
hmzﬁ?r’th‘ &dmm ' tem in Sta. Crus, and its
cawmm:immmofm neighboring municipality of Can-
mining operations, there can be no delaria, Zambales, extending up to
unlawful act or omission that may Infanta, Pangasinan,
be committed by mpondmtma‘mlzln Theminingfirms’ o
ingcunpmiu in mining pncr #3, according to
actual or thra;‘:dvmhdonof _ are causing water, air,
s canstitutional right to  and soil pollution, as well as beavy
abalamedmdhalthﬁdccdogy itation af t
swghtinthhpchﬁml\utl r
mdy been accomplished, thereby
rendering the controversy moot ing also could result in soil erosion
and academic. There, thus, no more andcould exacerbate fiood problems,
actual controversy between parties the petitioners said. The livelihood
and no useful purpose can be ggrved of residents is likewise adversely af-
in passing upon the merits of this fected, they added.
petition,” itadded. _ Withregard topstitioners’allega-
In its petition, the Concerned tion of violation of the DENR closure™
Citizens of Sta. Cruz, Zam-  Orders, the CA said the matter can
hlecchimdtht.thmpondeuw be brought befare the DENR, which
mining companies are violathlg  has primary jurisdiction for the full
their constitutional right to a bal- enforcement ofenvironmentalstan-
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Cagayan fault lines lead
to strong quakes

TUGUEGARAD TITY: Due 1o the
presence of three active fault
lines, there ia a high chance
that Cagayan province can ex-
perience sirong earthquakes,
according to the Department of
Science and Technology-Phil-
ippine Institute af Volcanology
and Seismology {DoST-Phil-
voles). -

Shally Marck Dagulao,
DoST-Philvolcs Regian 2
{Cagayan Valley) science re-
search assistant, has identified
the active faulf lines during
the “Kapehan sa Kapitelyo®
program held by the Cagayan
Provincial information Office
on Monday, August 8,

The fault lines are located in
Slealao in Lasam town; Dum-
mun River in Gattaran town and

' Taboan River in Baggao town.

According to Daguiao, the
earthquake magnitude can
reach up 10 6.7 if the faalt line
moves in Sicalao; 7.2 magni-
tude in Dummun River and
6.8 magnitude in Taboan River
in Baggao.

She explained that although
their office can monitor move-
ments in faull lines, she. hiwey-
e1, clarified that until now, there
is still no gadget or equipment
that can predict an easthquake.

*There is na way to detaming
ahead ol time or know when
an earthquake will occur (o an
area,’ Daguio said.

_"Thug, it is better for éveryone

ta be prepared during ralami-
ties and disasters,” she added.

*Let us also participate in
exercises such as earthquake
drills that are ofien conducted
in schoals and goverament
agencies to be prepared during
disasters,” Daguic said

She nored that compliance
with 1he National Building
Code is also important, par-
ticularly among builders of

uctures.

Meanwhile, the Mines and
Cepaciences Bureau (MGB)
of the Department of En-
vironment and Matural Re-
saurces-Cagayan Valley also
affirmed that prompt and
proper planoing is necessary
for preparation for any possi-
bie earthquake.

Felicitas Pillgan, MGB Region
1 Geoscience Division chief,
said their agency often conducts
geological assessments.

Plligan said a good design
is needed in 1he construction
of structures, even houses Lo
avoid damage when there js an
earthquake. :

She said the MCB has already
conducied an inspeclion in afr-
<as thai often experience land-
slides in the province.

Piligan explained that the
conduct: of inspection and as-
sessment Is to give immediate
notice 1 the residents 1o avoid
any acadents.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Mdkati s climate
leadership

t is tempting for jaded observers to think of Mayor
Abby Binay's move Jast week to declare a “state of
climate emergency” in Makati City as a gimmick o
buttress her position at the top of the political hier-
archyofoneofdncomuy’smaldumbcal gov-
ernment units {LGUs) and premier business hub,
But to do so would be to dismiss unfalcly
alj the good that the policy pronouncement can
bpg to the city and, ultimately, to the rest of the
mtry if this experiment 1s executed properly
and ends up achleving its goals. .

A cursory glance at the city will reveal that, while
its central business district is dominated by high rise
buildings and gieaming skyscrapers, many residential
areas along its fringes are less affluent and particular-
ly vulnerable to the effects of climate change.

Yes, Makati City has its share of densely packed and
densely popuiated neighborhoods that are not part of
its jconic skyline. [n these parts, pollution caused by
human activities is high and, when the rains come, the
waters rise, rapping residents in their flooded homes
and preventing people from moving from once place to
another whether in thelr vehicles, bicycles, or on foot.

In fact, no less than nine of the city’s 33 barangays—
almost & third of chem—are classified by the city gov-
ernment as “flood prone.”

But flooding is just one visible challenge that
Makati City is grappling with. The others are less vis-
ible, but no less grave.

Because of its unique position as the Philippines’
top location for commerce and industry, Makat Cicy
also has one of the largest carbon footprints and
greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly,
among LGUs in the

Its central business dlstrlct is a leading consum-
er of electricity and all that power, though generated
elsewhere, adds to the emissions that eventually ag-
gravate climate change by pushing the planet’s tem-
perature higher, slowly but surely.

ﬂnwmoanbcsaldofallthepublrandpnvate
vehicles that move into Makati City each momning to
deliver up to four milllon workers, prepandemic, to
their officet and take them back to their homes in the
evening, All those buses, jeepneys, cars, and MOtOICy-
cles emit carbon mornoxide, which adds to the world's
climate problem.

Por the city’s chief executive, it can be tempting
to simply kick the proverbial can down the road and
leave it to future generations to solve. But Mayor
Binay did che right thing by grabbing the problem by
the horné in an attempt to solve it.

Porone, by declaring a state of climate emergency,
the jchlefexecwveelevammeM)emduwp
ofal challenges that the LGU must handle, Such a
declaration makes climare change a “clear and present
danger” to which all the resources of the city’s instru-
mentalities must be oriented to address.

Hopefully, this move will result in policies that will
require businesses operating in the city to consume
electricity more efficiently, including installing more
power-saving devices, using more cost effactive appli-
ances and office apparatus, and relying more on renew-
able energy in its many forms for their electriciry needs.

And such a policy that will be imposed on office,
commercial, or industrial users should eventually be
cascaded down to the city’s residents.

We also hope that the Makati LGU will put a prior-
ity on reducing the city’s dependence on vehicles that
use internal combustion engines and will instead shift
reliance on those that use hybrid or electric engines.

There are many ways to go about this, incduding
incentivizing ownership of hybrid or electric vehi-
cles, or incentivizing the use of urban mebility salu-
tions, like traditional and electric bicycles {the latter
through a bike sharing program, for example).

The government can also implement disincen-
tives like imposing charges on the use of cars in the
city during peak hours, similar to an electronic toll
program used in Singapore to discourage vehicle uge
during the morning and evening rush hours.

And that's just the tip of the solutions iceberg for
starters. There are a host of other innovative solutions
available to the city to addtess problems of Avoding, gar-
bagedisposd.mdurhanbllght.alleasllylmplemumble
with the political will that has d this Binay

from the previous holders of power from her family.

Indead. it is tempting to think of all this as a polit-
ical gimmick. But if Mayor Abby Binay’s track record"
in her past two terms is any indication, there’s a good
chance that her initdative to help protect the clitnate
on a city level will bear fruic and, more Importantly,
serve as a model for other LGUs around the country
In facing down their own climate challenges.
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‘Nuclear power ¢ can solve

energy problem

BY KAITHRREEN CRUZ

UCLEAR power can be part of the solution to
the country’s energy problem, Dr. Art Romero, a

geoscientist, said.

“We need to keepan open mind, make it
a part of the solution to meet an increasing
energy demand while meeting low carbon
diet,” he said during the Integrated Energy
Salutions Addressing Security and Sustain-
ability webinar organized by the Philippine
Association for the Advancements of Sd-
ence and Technology.

Romero, who works at the Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory in California,
believes that transitioning to deaner en-
ergy based on the Department of Energy's
roadmap is doable and can be done in a
gradual manner without putting a heavy
burden on the country’s economy.

He said that having nuclear power
options open would be beneficial to the
country, with it being the second-largest
source of low-carbon electricity today
and having almost 500 operating reactors
globally providing 10 percent of the global
electricity supply.

“From an economic m&pom'. it may
be cheaper to revive a mothballed facility
than to build a new one Note that nuclear
Is considered clean since it doesn't contrib-
ute to carbon emission,” Romero said, re-
ferming to the Bataan Nudear Power Plant.

He added that nuclear powerisas safe as
wind and solar despite the dangers as seen

in Chemoby! and Fukushima.
The gtoscientist emphasized the need
to conduct due diligence, 1echnical

-hazard sadies, and engineering and

safety reviews. The government should
also have action support 1o raise public
awareness of the need for clean engrgy
and the consequences of | —

He also called for continued diversifica-
tion of power generation and distribution
while encouraging grid interconnectivity
as increased competition would daove
prices down and interconnecied grids
would improve rellability and minimize
Ppowet outages.

Earlier this year, former president Ro-
drigo Duterte signed Executive Order 164
10 include nuclear power in the countey’s
energy mix, recognizing that itcanbea re-
liable, cost-competitive and environment-
friendly source of energy based on other
countries’ experiences,

global warming.

“We need publicsuppornt
to influence public officials
to ac1, This is a global is-
sue with a direct impact
on the Philippines,” he
said. Aside from nuclear
power, Rometo suggested
the facilitation of indig-
enous energy exploration
and development for both
conventional and clean
energy resources to avoid

j the cost of importing oil. ~
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coal power plants stays

THE momtorium on building new
coal-fired power plants will con-
tinue under the current administra-

*It’s the market itself In &ct,
marketbehaviogis not favesing the
construction of more coal plants.
Insurers do not want to support
1, investors also find it difficult...
The moratoriom on building
new coal Bred power plants has

been set and 1 do not believe in
completsly changing policies and
therefore sending raxed signals to
inveswrs,” Lotlla said in an online
briefing yesterda_y.

He added investors “do not’

make disanctions beoween ane ad-
ministranion and anocher” and oaly
yearns for consisiency in terms of
core policics.

to stress that
we need all power available from
different sources aow. We should
not proceed to kill sy of them
because we need all of them at 2
time when thcmuasboxuge but

there should beam,
teansition,” Lotla mm

Meanwhile, the DOE said it is
awaiting the looming takcover
of the Raagh Group of the
operations of natusal
gas resoutes, with the PNOC-
Exploration Corp. (PNGC-EQ)
‘heading the steps needed fot the
TANSICHON 1O proceed.

Lotill said be chooses not to be
dicectly iavolved in the proceed-
ings to be mote

“As the DOE secretary, [ would
be heading the agency that would
also be reviewing this from the
standpoint of the DOE. While I
am the chairman of PNOC.EC,
r would not be goad for me to
be pattictpating in the deliber-

tons of PNOC-EC on this and
then revicwing myself, later on,”
Lotilln said.

“T would have to get PNOC-
EC to address these issues sad~
president (Franz) Alvarez is
beading chis pariealsr cffort
right now and they would Yave

tonddteutheseuluamlﬂtbe
PNOC-EC board soon
there are certain timelined ghat
have to be met,” Lodlla

The DOE also said they are
makifg sure PNOC-EC would
have competent advisors and con-
sultants alongside career officials
to process the evalvation of the
Malampaya'’s mkeover.
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We should look
to renewables immediately

By JOHN ALTOMONTE

As climate change-induced heat
waves, energy crises and inflationary
concerns sweep across the globe, the
Philippines sits at a critical junction
with a new administration at the helm.
Navigating a complex energy transi-
tion is notoriously difficult, especially

while having to balance the need to

adu:lpl to climate change simultane-
ously.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. out-
lined his administration’s initiatives
in his first State of the Nation Ad-
dress last month, setting a sustainable
energy agenda within the context of
climate change. Stressing the need for
cheap and reliable energy, renewables
were highlig:xht:d as having immense
potential in the country, particularly
through wind and sclar.

Marcos also briefly mentioned
other renewable technologies such
as geothermal and hydropower, and
specifically highlighted need to
re-examine nuclear as an option. Other
key considerations include expan-
sion of transmission and distribution
networks and strengthening electric
cooperatives with the ultimate aim of
reducing energy costs, particularly for
houszll\‘glds. b :

Overall, Prestdent Marcos outlined
an admirable energy agenda, with the
exception of one glaring, fossil-based
issue: the “need” for natural gas.

Stating the long transition time
needed to shift to renewables, “in the
interim, natural gas will hold the key,”
said Marcos. In a continuation of
previous administration’s efforts to
develop natural gas in the country,
Marcos stated that incentives would
be granted to help development of
the industry.

Here’s the catch: the entirety of the
country’s natural gas sector is fueled

by our only indigenous source in the,

Malampaya gas field, which is set
to be fully depleted in a few years.
Malampaya currently supplies five
power plants for a combined installed
capacity of 3,453 megawatts (MW}. In

the latest iteration of the Philippines’
Energy Plan put forth by the previous
administration. natural gas supply
will rely almost entirely on imports to
replace local supply.

Natural gas imports have proven
detrimental across the globe this year,
driving global inflation. Russia weap-
onizing gas supply to Europe has led
to a tumbling Euro, fears of recessions
and a lack of energy security. Asian gas
markets have not fared much better,
with spot prices almost triple what
they were lasgw Supply crunches in
countries such as Pakistan, Thailand,
Myanmar and India coupled with in-
creased demand from heat waves have
caused power prices to soar.

The rational reaction to global LNG
markets would be to transition AWAY
from the fossil fuel, not towards it.
Even prior to the current energy crises,
investors in natural gas risked expo-
sure to $14 billion in stranded assets.
When compared against the already-
cheaper option of renewables, there is
clearly no need to develop the natural
gas industry. ;

Wind and solar, technologies gpe-
cifically highlighted by President
Marcos, combine for a measly 0.3
percent of the count:x’ s energy supply.
Around the world, these technologies
are being deployed at rapid scales,
providing cheap. reliable and secure
power. Prioritizing natural gas at this
point would only serve to set the Phil-
ippines back, likely even increasing
power prices for consumers.

If we are to achieve the p.
climate agenda and accomplish a clean
and just energy transition, President
Marcos should forego natural gas and
look to renewables immediately.

John Altomonte is the CEO of Verne
Energy Solutions. An envirommertal
scientist by training, he is an adjunct

faculty member of the Ateneo de Manila
University and serves as a consultant
for the Senate of the Philippincs and the
Warld Wildlife Fund. .
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ITF hails newly \
recognized human rlght
to clean environment

THE United Nations General Assembly has recognized a new human
right — the nght to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.
The landmark ote on fuly 28, 2022 was badked oveswhelmingly
by 161 countries, with no votes against and only ¢ight abstentions.
Though not generally binding on UN member states, the resolution
served as a ray of sunlight for workers all over the world.
Italso further deepens the global consensus on the co-dependence of

“This is a huge moment for workess, and perhaps, especially for

transport workers,” said Ruwan Subasinghe, TTF legal director.

“Transport workers are on the front line of climate change and
other environmental hazayds, as they try 10 keep the world moving
through worsening conditions on land, at sea, and in the aic This
new human right 13 a vital complement to the existng labor rights
recognized in national and international law. [ndeed, today's vote
adds impetus to eventual recognition of 2 standalone human right
to 2 just transidon.” he added,

According to ITE the state of the natural enviromment is inseparable
from lssues of occupational safety and the health of ransport workers.

Rising temperarures, toxic air pollution. and more frequent storms
and flooding are everyday challenges for workers.

The new resolution akio notes the yulnerability of women and
young people to environmental damage. as well as their vital leader-
ship role in achieving sustainable development.

The human right to 2 dean, healthy and susizinable environment
has applications for workers across the different transport sectors.

Public transport and rail are integral to tackling both climate
change and air pollution. The ITF is campaigning for a significant
modal shift away from private vehicles. Its Safe and Sustainable Rail
campaign sets out 3 vision for the sector’s leading contribution to a
low-carbon future,

The humanitarian role required by the world’s seafarers is in-

_creasing with the rate of wildfire evacuations and greater flows of

climate refugees. The sector needs stronger safety standards 10 ensure
resillence to climate change, while any shifi 1o decarbonize must be
negotiated whh unlons — especlally 25 new technologes like am-
monia, hydrogen and methanol fuels pose their own safety risks,

In aviation, significant public investment is needed in wechnol ogies
o help the sector decarbonize. Uniohs must be represented at every
stage of the process and new technologies must endergo rigorous
safety assexssments involving the wotkers who will be operating and
exposed to them.

“This week’s Ceneral Assembly vote is just the start,” said Subay.
inghe. “With the G20 summit and COP27 on the horizon, govern-
ments have imminent opportunities o make this human right a lived
reality. In particular, transport workers should be eqplicitly recognized
within slates' nationally determined contributions under the Paris
Agreeen |, as part of systematic plans to limit global warming in a
soclally just way.” YASHIKA F,TORIB
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assistance to help the Phil- o(lsm”mst\e' Qmm:q Decarbon-
a

IR LSSl ippines explore nuclear negion that are commitied ization, and Infrastruc-
energy through the o clean energy ture Piliar, which ncludes
Fu-dmm- decarbonization as a the Clean
He also noted the Clean  ture for Use of key pillarof a stronger, fair-  Initiative, the
Energy Demand [nitiative Seall Modular Reactor ev, and more resilientecon- Development Initiative,
and  U.S.-Philippines Tachnology (FIRST) and the Resource

Memorandum of Under- gram. . Covernance
on Crvil-Nuglear The Philippines is an ofrdud contributions wille the mining
Emuum signed In Lnitial hmmu of the US+ of several pub]lcz‘:ivate seckor
2022 ana annonnced ’ rinershipe with the Phil-  silient mineral swpply
ongoing capucity-buillding Framework (IPEF), a group gpm- under the IPEF's chaina.
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Last month one of hottest
Julys on record - UN

GENEVA: Last manth marked one of the threehot-  monltoring service Copemicus, she said that July WD s2id.
| test hibys ever ocoedod, with global temperatures 2022 had been slightly cooler than the same And this despite the fact that the weather

measuring rearly half a degree above average, he  month in 2019 and sgitly warmer than the phenorenon La Nina, which has held the glabe in

United Nations weathes agency said Tuesday. one in 2016, s dunches aimest unintesrupted since September
“The wosid just had one of the three warmest “The difference between the three monthsistoo 2020, is meant to have a cooling influence”

mum‘ﬂnnﬁ.m&h dse 10 call, 50 that's why we're saying one of the Notably, the Eurcpean surnmes has seen

Word Meteorlogical Crganiztien (WIA0), teld theee armest," Nullis explained, extreme heatwaves and diought, with low pedph

repOstens in Genea. Temperatuses gicbally last month were 0.4 fation recw ks broken insome countrles, the Wid0
Peinting %o fresh data from the European degrees Celsliss above the 1991 200 average, the  <ald, AFP
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House bill extends NHA's corporate life by 50

years, exemption from certain fees and taxes

By Jovee Marie N. Dera Cruz
W G@lovesrarie

PARTY-LIST lawmaker is

_pushingfor thepassageofa
billextendingthecorporate

life of the National Housing Au- -

thority (NHA) byanother 50years.

InHouseBill 2694, Pinuno Par-
ty-list Rep. Ivan Howard Guintu
said his
NHA from certain taxes and reg-
ulatory Fees, incréase its powers
and duties, and authorize it to is-
sue bonds and othér securities to
finance the implementation of its
housing programs.

Created in 1975 by virtue of
Presidential Decree No, 757, the
NHA was originally given a cor-
porate term of 50 years, ending in
2025.Guintu's House BillNo. 2994
seeks ta extend the NHA's corpo-
rate term by another 50 years.

HB2994alsoreconstitutesche
NHABoardof Directorstohavea
minimum of 13 members, includ-
ing two panel experts In urban
planning and development and
the following: Secretary of the
Department of Human Settie-
ments and Urban Devglopment
(DHSUD); Secretary of the De-
partment of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH); Secretary
of the Department of Finance
{DOF); Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry
{DTD); Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
(DOLE); Secretary of the Depart-

;fmt of Environment and Natu-

Resources (DENR); Secretary
of the Department of the Interior
and Lacal Government (DILG);
Secretary of the Department of
Budgetand Management (DBM);
Director General of the National
Economic and Development Au-

thority {(Neda); Executive Secre-

sal yeeks to exempt

tary;and General Manager {(GM)
of the NHA.

The bill said the Secretary of
the DHSUD shall be the ex officio
chairperson of the Board.

“The proposed new compo-
sition of the NHA Board better
reflects the holistic approach to
affordableand sus e hous-
Ing, including environmental
sustainability, community sus-
tainability,and financialsustain-
ability,” Guinru said.

“We also tweaked the gualifi-
cations af the GM and Assistant
GMs [AGMs] to give particular
emphasis to urban planning,
again, to further sustainable de-
velgpment in our citiesand urban
areas,” he added.

The current NHA Board is
composedafthe secretariesofthe
DPWH, DOTx, DOF, DOLE, and
DTI; the Executive Secretary; the
Neda Director General; and NHA
GM. The new qualifications for
the GM and AGMs now specify
expertise in housing and urban
planning and development.

Moreover, Guintu explained
that the proposed law alsc seeks
to exempt the NHA fram any
tay, assessment fee, charge or
customs or import duty, includ-
ingincome tax, real propertytax,
capital gains tax, transfer tax,
value added tax, donor’s tax and
similartaxes;and building permit
fee, fireinspection permit fes, En-
vironmental Clearance Certificate
fees and other regulatory fees.

He gaid the NHA shall also

% exempt from the payment

f documentary stamp tax and
registration fees, including fees
required for the issuance of -
transfer certificates of titles.

“We also plan to offer the
same exemptions to the proj-

the policy of improving hous-
ing affordability,” the Pinuno
lawmaker said.

House Bill 2994 also further’
authorizesthe NHAtoissue bonds
and other securities tofinancethe
implementation of its housing
programs, subject to theapproval -
of the Secretary of Finance and
after consultation with the Mon-
etary Board of the BangkoSentral
ng Pilipinas.

“The NHAwould be authorized
to issue bonds or securities sub-
ject to the following conditions:
1) amount of bends or securities
to be issued and sald would only
be as much as the annual project
implementation would require; 2)
nobondsor securities shallbe also
issued unless 80 percent of those .
already issued had been sald; and
3) the total amount of the bonds
orsecuritiesissued shallinnocase
exceed- 10 times its paid up capital
and surplus,” Guintu said.

The lawmaker added that the
bonds and securities tobe issued
under his proposed Jaw shall be
exempt from all kinds of raxes
and fromattachment, execution,
and seizure.

The NHA became an attached
corporation of the DHSUD by vir-
tue of Republic Act No, 11201 or
the DSHUD Act in 2019,

“Nearing the end of its corpe-
ratekife, the NHAand tsobjectives
remain relevant and important in
providing housing to low-income
families,” Guintu zaid,

"With our grawing popula-
tion, there is a continued de-
mand for low-cost and social-
ized housing. To meet this and
in order to achieve and fulfill .
its mandate, the NHA's corpo-
rate life needs to be extended
and its powers and functions
expanded.” he added.

ects of the NHA, to promote
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ANDRES SORIANO/LUTOPAN, BIGA, MEDIA ONCE, AND LOAY, TOLEDO
CITY, CEBU.

Notice is heraby gven 40 all pariies who wish 1o give [helr ppinion regarding the
implamaniation of the TOLEDQ CORPER MINE PROJECT [MINE TO PORT
OPERATIONS) 10 attend the Public Hearing scheduled on:

28 August 10:00 AM m%
2022 {Regiztradion | Andres Sarlano, Biga, | Covered Court, Brgy.
(Thursday) | starts o 0900 |  Poog. Bagacay, and Cantabaco, Tokedo

10%"%%

 August
2022 (Friday) | (Registeafion Cnes, Loay, Campo | Covesed Court, Brgy.
sarts of 0900 | 8, Cantabaco, Generat | Cantabaco, Tokedo

_AM)__ 1 Chmeco Clty, Ceby

Tha Public Hearing is being canduciad in connaction with the review of the
EPRMP of Iha aforementionad by the Envirenmenial Management Burean
(EMB) of the Dapartment of Environmant and Natoral Rescurces (OENR).

The foliowing is the project mformation:
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proforably confirm their atiendance/parficipalion and may give their

nplnl sl in 2 eundu position papor to the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

MENT AND MANAG EMENT DIVISION (ELAMO) of this Cffice through

mlmw thras (3} days Dafora (e Public Heasing schadule.

Thoso who will not be able to rogleter o submit wiitten positions may be given
the opporiunily 1o share their issues on the day of the hearin) itsail

The peojact’s EPRMP and Exacative Summary for the Public are downloadable
on our wabshe: (kindly acoess tha Notice of Public Heaning/ Consultation iink
found i our website} while copies wil) be available in the following offices;

s EMB Raglon Vi

Greenplains, Mahogany 51, Mandave City, Cebu
« City Environment & Natursl Resources Office- Toledo City
- Toledo City Sports Cenier, Sangl, Toledo Cily

For more delads, phease contact the EIAMD Division al this Office al telephone
number (02) 8538 4378 loc. 116 and look far the project case handlers Engr.
Dexto) Tabada and Engr. Jeson Paolo Esguorrs. N’

MY -Aup 108 17, 2022
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