09 AUGUST 2022
Tuesday

£ DENR

- %
- .
¥

-

|,

/// / 7 _
Wy o | =

——————

—

ity |

ZL N

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

7




A

————
———

TITLE :

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

INn IATIVES
SERVICE

BusimessWorld

PAGE1
STORY

08-03

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL

- "
“

CARTOON

DATE

arrived in Cambridge, Mas-

sachusetts, I never thought
I would have to experience heat
waves to know how serious cli-
mate change is. It's not even on
the list of courses I want to study
at the Harvard Kennedy School
(HKS). But the discussion on li-
mate change is part of our sum-
mer program, and it's quite in-
tense,

Itis also part of my ordeal, hav-
ingtowalk dailyfor15-20 minutes
under the heat of the sun from my
apartment to HKS. It's definitely
hotter than the summer in the
Philippines. I even got a dry cough
and a cold in the second week. But
it's not COVID-19, that's climate
change! '

The first time I heard about
climate change was in 2015. The
Paris Agreement was all over the
news, At that time, it seemed to
me that the problem was solved
already. I'm not sure how many
people around the world did care
much about it, but I joined our
government in celebrating since
the Philippines is a signatory of
the climate agreement, without
clearly understanding what it re-
ally meant for me and our coun-

It’s been three weeks since I

Unfortunately, the Philippines
is a disaster-prone country and
more vulnerable to the effects
of climate change. While we are

holders, both from the public and
private sectors, have been very
much involved and committed to
improving our competitiveness
ranking in the World Bank report.

The Philippines has com-
mitted to 75% Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) reduction and avoidance
by 2030. With less than l% of
global greenh gas
we are definitely not a major
source of carbon emissions, un-
like China, the US, and Russia
who are the Top 3 counties with
the largest carbon footprint. But
why should we care? And who is
on top of all these climate change
initiatives?

The simple answer is we are
all in this together. We have one
earth to save, regardless of our
country’s CO, emission. We can
choose to blame other countries,
or resolve to contribute to miti-
gating the risks and effects of cli-
mate change.

In the Philippines, it's the Cli-
mate Change Commission (CCC)
that is the sole policy-making
body of the government tasked to
coordinate, monitor, and evaluate
the programs and action plans of
the government relating to cli-
mate change.

As a fiscal policy and tax con-
sultant, I have worked with the
CCC on tax incentives and regula-
tions to build resilience against
climate change. In the same way
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used to tropical storms and flash
floods which usually result in the
cancellation of classes (especially
in Metro Manila), we have also
been experiencing earthquakes,
volcanic eruptions, and El Nifio
has been happening more often
recently, and then the COVID-19
pandemic happened.

A new department to deal with
disasters was already proposed
prior to the pandemic. It is sepa-
rate from the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC), an attached
agency under the Department of
National Defense, which is cur-
rently handling disaster-related
concerns. In the opening of the
19" Congress, a proposal for the
creation of the Department of
Disaster Resilience (DDR) was
filed again. In House Bill No. 13,
it was reiterated that 74% of Fili-
pinos and 80% of the country’s
land area are exposed to the risk
of natural calamities.

Consequently, President Fer-
dinand Marcos, Jr. expressed
his support for the creation of
the new department during his
first State of the Nation Address
(SONA) on July 25. He said that
renewable energy is on top of his
climate agenda to further lower

that we strive to have an efficient
tax system, a climate-resilient
Philippines requires a whole gov-
ernment approach involving all
stakeholders, not just to push for
a climate agenda but to transition
to a more sustainable lifestyle for
every Filipino.

While we laud the CCC's lead-
ership and accomplishments,
we need a balanced scorecard to
objectively measure the impact
of all existing laws, particularly
those granting tax incentives,
whether they're really promoting
green industries, cities, or jobs —
e.g. the Renewable Energy Act of
2009 (RA 9513), the Green Jobs
Act (RA 10771), the Philippine
Clean Air Act of 1999 (RA 8749),
and the Philippine Clean Water
Act of 2004 (RA 9275), among
others.

Given the challenges we face
inimplementing the existing laws
related to climate change, the
CCC must work closely with Con-
gress to make sure mechanisms
are in place before new taxes are
imposed. We have to be careful so
as not to pass the burden of new
taxes to the consumers.

The CCC will be in the best
position to give an impact as-

t and make r
dations as to what policies or
best practices can be adopted to
achieve our target of 75% GHG
reduction by 2030. They should

our carbon footprint. He briefly
mentioned building new nuclear
power plants, using more solar
power, and providing investment
incentives by clarifying the un-
certain policies on upstream gas,
particularly in the area close to
the Malampaya gas field — a deep-
water gas-condensate reservoir
located offshore, 65 km north-
west of the island of Palawan.

After attending the lectures
and discussions on climate
change as part of the MPA Sum-
mer Program at the HKS, I got
even more confused and, at the
same time, overwhelmed about
how it affects the Philippines and
what exactly are we doing back
home.

So, 1 became more curious. I
started reading and searching for
all related laws and regulations,
policies and programs, and any-
thing about climate change.

I'm not a climate change ex-
pert but we all have to know and
support what our country is do-
ing to save the planet. A strategy
roadmap is needed to engage all
stakeholders, especially with
the use of a balanced scorecard
which the public can understand
to monitor progress, similar to
the World Bank Report on Ease of
Doing Business.

As Co-Chair of the Ease of
Doing Business on paying taxes,
I have witnessed how all stake-

also be part of the discussion
and deliberation in the Ways and
Means Committee regarding the
laundry list of proposed taxes,
e.g., carbon tax, congestion tax,
energy tax, air pollution tax, bio-
diversity services tax, single-use
plastic tax, and even a border car-
bon adjustment so we can impose
carbon tariffs on carbon intensive
products.

In the end, we are one with
the CCC in its vision of a climate-
resilient and climate-smart
Philippines with healthy, safe,
prosperous, and self-reliant
o ities, and more
ment-friendly, earth-loving and
responsible Filipinos.

This article reflects the per-
sonal opinion of the author and
does not reflect the official stand
of the Management Association of
the Philippines or MAR:

RAYMOND “MON” A. ABREA is a member of
the MAP Ease of Doing Business Committee,
the Founding Chair and Senior Tax Advisor
of the Asian Consulting Group, and Co-Chair
of the Paying Taxes - EODE Task Force. He
isa Trustee of CSR Philippines, the advocacy
partner of the Bureau of internal Revenue,
Department of Trade and
Industry, and the Anti-Red
Tape Authority on ease
of doing business

and tax reform.
map@map.org.ph
man@acg.ph.
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v It also encuu

em%fgenty declaration

awaited from national gov t

By Kyle An%pnm 1. Atienza
Reporter {} '
F

THE government must de l e a cli-
mate emergency to wield extraor-
dinary powers that will facilitate
a shift to renewable energy, wh:ch
; a ad-
ailin ms like the

um'ellable | 'i supply and tb? Phil-

mities.

blllty to cala

ficials _an_d

wide-r.anéing
nomic costs o

is a factor in - many of tha lssues we .

are facing today, and so declaring a
climate emergency should been
doneyearsag' LeaGuerrero, country

director of Greenpeace Philippines,
said in an e-mg 1 |

President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.
said in his ﬁ_ t address to Congress
that he will work towards/a slnft to
green energy and boost mvefstn}ent in
climate-resilient infrastructure.

Mr. Marcos has yet to de :lanle acli-
mate emergency, which would autho-
rize the government to mob Lzé funds
to step up climate > mitigation eﬁ‘orts

Makati Ci _ 'I?ome to a mor busi-
ness district, de declared a climate emer-
gency last week, introduc‘ig a plan
to put up solar panels in schools and
government offices to ensure uninter-
rupted power services di disasters.
d the ‘;’1‘;& ess

made a simila; ion in ,

but Greenpeace said “we have not seen
the follow-through from bui' national
government. -4

“This te]ls ns that a degclaratmn
itself isn’t enough — the sitting admin-
istration must ensure there is a coher-
ent plan to address the climate crisis
with urgency and efficiency;” it said.

“More than 60% of (the Pl 1]11?p1ne)
populatlon is coastal, and the major-
ity of our cities are in coastal areas,”
Greenpeace said, noting that extreme

weather events and slow-onset im-
pacts of climate change, including
ocean heating and acidification, also
affect economic performance.

“The World Bank estimates that
we spend 0.5% of our gross domestic
product on natural disasters annu-

ally,” it said.
Citing its own study on rising sea
levels, Greeng said as much as 80%
" of Manila could be submerged by 2030,
“potentially Imp?;cnng 87% o_f its GDP”
“(Climate change) will further af-
fect not just fisheries and agriculture
and livelihoods, but also access to wa-

ter and secure s}llelters and homes.”

Renato E. Reside, Jr., an associate
professor at the University of the Philip-
pines School of Economics (UPSE), said
climatecha.nge impede economic
productivity — al ality that the govern-
ment should recognize as early as now.

“Climate and environmental prob-
lems lead to poor health outcomes
which reduce worker and student
productivity,” he said in a Messenger
chat. “So, the social cost of climate
problems is very large and growing.
The cost of abatement and cleanup is
itself part of the social cost and it is
growing too.”

Climate change took its toll on Eu-
rope recently, with the region experi-
encing record-breaking temperatures
last month. The European Parliament
declared a climate emergency in 2019.

' The US has also not been spared
from the effectF of climate change.
Last month, some 100 million Ameri-

~ cans from New Y ork City to Las Vegas

nings asmmpﬁmv
ove 100°F (38”0),

The US has y&t to declare a climate
emergency, nor has China. The two
economies accounted for 41.89% and
34.75% of world GDP in nominal and
purchasing power parity terms, re-
spectively.

Mr. Marcos, 64, needs to collaborate
with Congress to implement a massive
plan to combat climate change, policy
analyst M_ichae Henry LI Yusingco
said in an e- . “The supermajority
support he has 1h both chambers is a

DATE
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his team need tc
'hasedraﬁo

_1:10]1 is as pri

tution or not, a coherent and cogent
“explanation is ve rder to
gain public support for the declaration -
as well as t :rnoves that will follow
rit,” he sai |
“Alot of sa

people, so it’s ver

cture more remhe?t tq disas-
ters, vowing ! "modernlze ports and
upda’ce housi standards !

- Terry L. Ridon, convenqwof infra-
structure think tank InfraWatchPH,
said “infrastructure and. government
Pprojects m des:gma-d to qchleve'

“It means in orporat: g chmate
"adaptatwn. n des:gmng arious in-
frastructure p; D! rojects,” he said in an e-
‘mail. “It mean installmgs lar panels
‘and other re ,l ble e so]utwns

inunused i cture spaces.”

The former legislator said the gov-
ernment needs to determi an appro-
priate level of climate in tion,

“as we are not expected torin roduce

advanced m" asures... unlike 't'Ievel-
o . e x |||

r - N ‘

jate leve

s of nter-
veutwn nines whe ow or
‘moderate levels of emissions pmduced
by mfrastru ure projects remain ac-
ceptable in the medium term,” he said.
“Ahigherle intervention will cer-
tainly incur antly higher imme-
diate costs, s is a question which
both goves and the private sec-

tor will have to address together.”

Mr. Ridon said the government
needs to expand tax and nontax incen-
tives for firms undertaking climate-
resilient projects and prag'rxlfms; “This

_to partmp@te

. that provides i

to institute a *
‘tion to a low-c

is ‘the only way’ for the private sector
accelerated climate
intervention.” '

“These m}.enti\_res should be
long-lasting, as the purpose for the
incentive, climate intervention and
resilience, is a long-term national and

‘ment needs to revisit climate abate-

ment laws and rules, including a policy
tives to businesses
that reduce air pollution. “Have they

actually abated pollution in any way

Reside said. “Climate- -targeted financ-
ing could also be made available to

fund initiatives to protect the environ-

ment at various levels of government.”

Greenpeace urged the government
apid and just” transi-
‘bon pathway through
a massive uptake of renewable energy
solutions.

“It should s ngthen energy secu-
rity starting by scalmg up renewable
energy targets to at least 50% by 2030,
and instituting a blueprint for 100%

RE by 2050,” it said.

The government also needs to
ratchet up its Nationally Determined
‘Contributions (NDC) under the Paris
Agreement, it sa id. The Philippines
has promised a 5% carbon emissions
reduction en 2020 and 2030,
subject to fo aﬁ:n&m'ﬁhewﬁwa
tion target using internal resources is
only 2.72%.

Greenpeace

ts in the pipeline and
t plan for operat-
ing coal proj

It said businesses should be re-
quired to align with the government’s
commitments under the Paris Agree-
ment “to address the human rights
impacts of clim:1‘te change.”
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THOUT FEAR & WITHOUT FAVOR

Complementing Diokno’s
statement, Ambassador Carlson said
the US government felt very reassured
with the appointment of Secretary
Diokno and the other economic team
members. It sends a positive signal
| to US companies who want stability,
predictability and transparency.

During the meeting, Ambassador
Carlson expressed willingness to scale

up climate nancmg support to the
Pluhppmes, recognizing the threat of

-countnes ‘most. ru]nerabie
change, the United States gover
said they are willing to scale
financial asaiﬁance to the
among other cooperation
security and digitalization. |
This was affirmed.
Ambassador to the Philippine
Marykay Loss Carlson when sl
met Finance Secretary Benj
Diokno on Monday, airing ii
to strengthen the Philiy
dafwelopme'nt cooperatio
“I am very pleased
ot: l}mhasaaﬂor Marykay

Nation Address, President Ferdinand

y set an ambltiaua
ent to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by 75 percent by 2030,
despite contributing only 0 3 pereent

Seﬁretary Diokno i m é
. his meeting with the US Amb
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(Cllmate change to be
taught in schools

BY KRISTINA MARALIT

E Climate Change Commission (CCC) on
Monday hailed the Department of Education’s
(DepEd) move to integrate climate change

into the basic education cumculum

In a statement, CCC Secretary
Robert Borje underscored the
importance of including climate
education in the K to 12 program
as this is key in raising the aware-
ness of the Filipino youth.

"Climate change education
1& imperative as we develop our
homegrown science, and engage
our children, youth, educators
and education administrators in
tt:ansfonnativé climate actions, *

Borje said.

“A strengthened curriculum
integrating climate change educa-
tion is a vital step in empowering
the citizenry in thinking critically
and preparing for the challenges of
climate change,” he added.

Consistent with the pronounce-
ment of President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. toward a
“Climate Resilient and Climate
Smart Philippines 2050,” the
CCC will continue to work with
the education department and
other key agencies in transform-

ing the country into u per mlddle ' Republic Act 9729 or the “Climate

income, low carbon and climate-
resilient economy by 2050.

DepEd established its Disaster |
Risk Reduction and Management |
Service (DRRMS) to ensure the |
integration of climate literacy |
in the basic education sector
pursuant to the Climate Change

Act of 2009.

The DRRMS has been promot-
ing climate education through
different programs, ﬁroiects and |
activities aligned with the updated
K to 12 curricula as n}andated by

Change Act.”

Additionally, climate change
concepts have been integrated
with the curriculum in subjects
such as Science, Health, Araling
Panlipunan (Social Studies), Edu-
kasyon sa Pagpapa-katao (Values
Education), Mathematics, English,

| Filipino, Edukasyong Pantahanan

at Pangkabuhayan (Home Eco-
nomics and Livelihood Educa-
tion), Technology and Livelihood
Economics, and Music, Arts and
Physical Education.

|
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":EMP_"‘away. at deg

DEGROWTH - the idea thata finite

consumption - is about the closest
you can get to a heresy in economics,
where growth is widely held as the
best route to prospertity.

But, as climate change accelerates
and supply chain disruptions offer
rich-world consumers an unaccus-
tomed taste of scarcity, the theory is
becoming less taboo and some have
started to ponder what a degrowth
world might look like,

After the UN. climate science
agency this year called for cuts in
consumer demand - a core
premise - the think tank that runs the
Davos forum published a degrowth
primer in June and the issue has
even begun to crop up in invest-
ment notes.

“Itis a provocative term.” Aniket
Shah, Global Head of ESG and
Sustainability Strategy at Jefferies
said of the New York-based bank’s

June 13 note on the “Degrowth
Opportunity”.

“But it’s not about going to a
low-income country saying “You
can’t grow anymore’,” he said. “It’s
saying: We need to look at the entire
system and see how do we over time
decrease total consumption and
production in aggregate.”

First coined in its French guise
“décroissance” in 1972, the theory
gained backers after the “Limits
To Growth” report in the same
year described a computer simula-
tion by MIT scientists of a wortld
destabilized by growing material
consumption.

Controversial from the start, that
simulation has been attacked as
flawed by some and applauded by
others as uncannily prescient in its
prediction of accelerating planetary
stress.

taboo

_» In recent decades, the world’s
1 emissions it generates. But this
partial decoupling has been nowhere
neat enough to halt or reverse those
emissions, allowing them to drive
global warming further.
In }Aprx], the Intergovernmental
Pam:l%on Climate Change (TPCC) con-
ed that outright cuts to consumer
and were needed to reduce carbon
emissions, a shift from a previous
focus on the promise of sustainable
fuel technology.
_ The IPCC’s biodiversity coun-
terpart IPBES last month includ-
ed degrowth among a number of
alternative economic models with
ins;irﬁtts that could help to arrest
environmental degradation.

“In the plenary, even the word
d ’wasn’t challenged. That’s
very interesting,” IPBES report co-
chair UnaiPascual told Reuters of
conclusions thatwon approval from
139 member countries, including
China, India, Russia and the United
States. |

The article on degrowth pub-

l.ishec'l% in June by Davos-otganiser

the World Economic Forum hinted

‘at degrowth impacts, suggesting “it
might mean people in rich countries
zing their diets, living in smaller

houses and driving and travelling
less”. ' '

For Jefferies’ Shah, it is such be-
havioral changes that could inspire
a degrowth-aligned investment
portfolio. |

“Would Zoom for example ever
want to be called a degrowth stock? T
doubtit. But I can certainly see how
awotld that uses more web-confer-
encing .., means less travel, which is
a vety high-carbon-intensive way of

rtation,” said Shah.

It is easy to see how other prod-
ucts and services, such as mobility-
and fashion-sharing, technologies
that allow a transition from fossil
fuel to renewable energy, or even
just bicycles, could find a place in a

thetical degrowth fund.

But how far ESG funds and the
companies in which they invest are
ready to align with degrowth is open
to qnfﬁon given how the theory
explicitly prioritizes societal, envi-
ronmental and other non-financial
values over profit-making

“Degrowth is really about true
sustainability,” Jennifer Wilkins, a
tesearcher on emerging business
sustainability issues whose work
was featured in the Jefferies note,
told Reuters.

“It’s about delivering what is
needed in terms of meeting human
needs, within planetary bounda-
ties. And current ESG investots
don’t really understand planetary
boundaries,” she said, adding their
focus remained “what impacts the
business”.

That perhaps is not surprising,

Some countries have tried to
measute economic outcomes differ-
ently - the tiny Himalayan kingdom
of Bhutan famously devised a “‘gross
national happiness” index and Japan
is looking into developing a “green
GDP” measurement.

But still, economic policy and
markets overwhelmingly run on the
dual track of increasing consump-
ttion and production,

Tim Jackson, an economist who
has long critiqued that model, said
the current debate on growth was
“very, vety confused”, with differ-
lent strands of thought vying for -
'supremacy.

He pointed to the UK Conserva-
tive Party leadership contest - a race
that will decide who replaces Boris
Johnson as prime minister - as an
example of what he called a “gung-
ho” focus on economic growth as

lan unchallenged priority.

On the other hand, he said,
more ecologically-minded politi-

cians across Burope and beyond
were receptive in private to argu-
ments around limits to growth
but “want to find other ways to
talk about it that don’t scare the
horses”. - Reuters
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' -r ize government processes foran efﬂdent

* Idelivery of services.

. Senate Bill 34 or the proposed

~ E-Governmen Acf of 2022 will allow

* Filipinos to apply for claims or loans,

| pay taxes, renew licenses and engage in
' related government transactions using

' digital technal ogy ‘
~ “Filipinos certainly deserve the conve-
nience of access nggovemment services and
* information at their fingertips,” Senator Mary
- Grace S. Poe-Llam sald lnastatement

-

 access to state and local institutions any-

time, anywhere is more crucial than ever,” %
| she added. | . ‘
| The proposed measure mandates the

Department of Information and Communica-
tions Technology (DICT) to establish and
| promote an government master plan that
4 will serve as a framework for the rollout of
i online servi by?agencues

The plan will deal with archives and

records managermnt system, online payment
- system, cmzqn frontline delivery services, and
public finance management and procurement
system. It will be reviewed and revised every

' three years. |

; ew+normal smft and rahable*'

| “Waiting in Ihe for hours for cash aid,
yans, benefits and the like should be a thing of
the past,” Ms. Poe said. — Alyssa Nicole 0. Tan




/BLLAIMS TOREMOVE
QUEUES IN GOV'T OFFICES

By Melvin Gascon |
@melvingasconINQ |

Sen. Grace Poe has fied a bill
that seeks to set up online
transactions in government of-
fices to get rid of long lines.
Senate Bill No. 334 or the

proposed E-Government Act of
2022 seeks to mandate govern-
ment agencies on efficient

delivery of services, allowing
the public to perform trans-
actions through their mobile
phones or desktop computers.

“Filipinos certainly deserve
the convenience of accessing

the new normal, s
liable access to state
institutions anytime,
is more crucial than ever,” Poe
said.
E-gov’t master j
Under the proposed bill,
the public can apply for claims
- or loans, pay taxes, renew li-
censes and engage in related
government transactions with-
out having to leave their houses
or offices. :
“Waiting in line Eor hours
for cash aid, loans, benefits and
the like should be a thing of the
past. We must spare our peo-
ple, especially the elderly and
persons with disability, from

this unacceptable strain in the
hands of the government,” Poe
said. '

SB 334 tasks the Depart-
ment of Information and Com-
Fnunications Technology (DICT)
to establish and promote an
e-government master plan
(EGMP) to serve as a frame-

ork for the rollout of online
services by agencies. {

The DICT secretary will
head the e-government initia-
tive while each local govern-
rment unit (LGU) will have an
information officer to supervise
the adoption of the master plan
and report compliance. |

The EGMP will deal with

chives and records manage-

ent system, online payment
system, citizen front-line deliv-
l.eryr services, and public finance

anagement and procurement
system. |

The bill also provides for
the review and revision of the
master plan every three years.
| The EGMP was first crafted
under Executive Order No. 47, is-
'sued by then President Benigno
‘Aquino 1T in 2011, which directed
ithe then Information and Com-
munications and Technology Of-
fice to provide an ICT infrastruc-
‘ture, systems and resources to
support “efficient, effective,
transparent and account-
\able governance.”

Xy

According to Poe, her bill
aims to continue government
efforts to “harmonize and inte-
grate ICT” in the implementa-
tion of the master plan, which
was first implemented from
2013 to 2016.

Another six-year EGMP
was released for 2016 to 2022,
which the DICT updated this
year, she said.

For Poe, the d‘,g:tal transfor-
mation of processes involved
in delivering services was more
urgent now with physical in-
teraction still limited due to
COVID-19, making reliable ac-
cess to government services
“within the confines of our
homes... more crugial than ever,”

Over the years, several bills
were approved to make busi-
ness transactions more conve-
nient for the pub‘rlic. including
Republic Act No. 11032 or the
Ease of Doing *usiness and

Efficient Government Service
Delivery Act of 2018.

Signed on May 28, 2018, it
was part of the Duterte admin-
istration’s 10-point socioeco-
nomic agenda to increase com-
petitiveness and the ease of
doing business in the country.

It sought to reduce the pro-
cessing times of business trans-
actions in government agen-
cies and government-owned
and -controlled corporations
to three working days for sim-

ple transactions, seven days

5% Y O

PAIZF | RATTIES FOREORIAL  CAREONN
WO Loy

08-09-22

(IR

for complex transactions, and
20 working days for highly
technical transactions.

RA 11032 also required all
LGUs to come up with a unified
business application form to
streamline procedures for the
issuance of business permits,
clearance and other types of
authorizations. - )

At the same time, LGUs

were mandated to set up ope-
stop shops to facilitate bﬁ/
permits applications. —w RE-

PORT FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH INQ
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CREATING A Hllllll BAY

NAVOTAS City Rep. Toby Tiang-

co is pushing for the creation
of the Manila Bay Manage-

ment Council that will manage and
control the Manila Bay and formu-
late a unified policy for its protec-
tion and preservation, among
others.

Taking into consideration the
mandamus issued by the Su-
preme Court on Manila Bay se-
veral years back which required
concerned government agencies
and local government units to
clean up, rehabilitate and preserve
the bay, his House Bill 2926 will
have the MBMG the supervision,
management and control the Ma-
nila Bay.

*Through this measure, we
seek to amend Section 16 of the
Philippine Fisheries Code, giving
the MBMC supervision and con-
trol of the Manila Bay,” he said.

s Al s

'vernors of Bataan,
ga, Bulacan, and Cavi-

10, Dressmaking; 13
m&g#“&m ' : mmw e % )
ai ing. za
~ Fifteen trainees lso finished  gins nsophﬂm
Bread and Pastry Production NC Wkemywmbaim;.-'
* I, and 16 each graduated from the necessary skills and profic !
, Barista and Food-and Bev ages cies to qu&ﬂ}mﬂn tha
INCl, so0n WJM dice 0% o
Mayor John Rey Tiangcoen- « . Navotas has ‘four'lrimmg"-.
| couraged the graduates 1o keep.  centers that are opento Navotefio.
Ionleammgandworkunpnwo- a ;
ving themselves. idents may study at the i
“Seize the opportunity toleam.  for free while non-residents ¢
Our training centers offer various  enfall and take assessment:
free courses. Enroll and equip € jor a fee, depending on the
yourselves with the right skills to hey will take. :

nl ol et A gy A g
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Modular nuclear power plants are
being explored by the Philippines
as a new clean energy source,
according to Philippine Ambassador
to the United States Jose Maﬁuel
Romualdez. |

Interviewed on television,
Romualdez said the US has offered
power plants that are being rapldly
created.

“So we are seriously going to
look into it. I think President
(Ferdmand “Bongbong”) Marcos
is quite excited about it. As a

“I'm_told by those developing
it that it really is quite the way of
the future as far as clean energy is
concerned.”

Marcos has expressed his support
for incorporating nuclear energy
into the nation’s energy mix. |

The advanced compact modular
reactors now bein developed in
the US represent a variety of sizes,
technology optlonéi capablhtles
and deployment scenarios,
according to the US Office of
Nuclear Energy.

These cutting-edge reactors,
which are expected to range
m size from tens to hundrpds
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matter of fact, I think NuScale
which is a company developing
this technology is now having a
partnership with the local energy
company here in the Philippines,”
he said.

“Hopefully, President Marcos will
be able to meet with the NuScale
if and when he goes to the United
States to do this further.”

Romualdez clarified that the
modular power plants are different
from the Bataan nuclear plant.

“The modular nuclear power
plants are very small in nature and
they say that they are even easier
to install,” he said.

of megawatts, can be utilized
for desalination, electricity
generation, and other industrial
purposes.

Light water or other non-light

water coolants, such as a gas, liquid -

metal, or molten salt, may be used in
SMR designs in place of light water
as a coolant.

Small modular reactors may
generate a power capacity of
up to 300 megawatts of energy
per unit, about one-third of the
generating capacity of traditional
nuclear power reactors, according
to the International Atomic Energy
Agency.

Modular nuclear plants eyed |
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Solbn urges:
Revive Bataan
pomrer plant

The BNPP will help our

- country cut electricity

cost by almost half, in
comparison to the rates

- of the coalfired power
plants |

A lawmaker on Monday
is urging the national
government to revive the
Bataan Nuclear Power Plant
(BNPP) as it has a huge

| potential to produce cheaper

electricity in the country amid

the rising costs in fuel and

other basic commodities.
Negros Oriental Third

- District Representative Arnolfo
| Teves Jr. said that he has filed

House Bill 2921 — also known
as the Philippine Nuclear
Act of 2022 — which seeks to

' mandate the government to

utilize the $2.118 billion-BNPP or
acquire another nuclear facility
in case the existing power
plant is no longer feasible for

 operation.

“The BNPP will help our
country cut electnmty cost by
almost half, in comparison to
the rates ofthe coalfired power
plants,” Teves said.

The solon added that around

441 nuclear power plants are
‘now in operation in at least
30 countries, which shows that
' nuclear power is a safe means

of generating electricity and a
reliable source of energy.

. 08=05-22

DATE
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lar-powered bu

BOCAUE, Bulacan — The mstalla- erative inaugurated Saturday.

tion of a 50-kilowatt on-grid solar ~ GenWATT chief executive officer,
energy system at the office of @ = Wendell R. Tamayo, said the system,
church-based t.:mdi.tl cooperative  which a 50-kW inverter with 40-
here could be the first step to the = kW solar; installed on the build-
switch to renewable energy for cost

ing’
200 kW of ek-ctnaty on a normal

savings and a olgameommumty n
the pn:mnce of Bulacan. = = |  sunny da , covering 60 percent to 80,
The statement came from former, = percent building's requirements
_ chief justice Reynato S. Puno, chair- d office hours.
man of GenWATT Energy Solutlo S, “It potentlal tosave P45,000
which installed the solar energy sys:  toP70), billsevery month
temonthebuildingof the St. Martinof  atapricec Pllperhlowatthou:.()ver

Toum&eduandﬂevdopmentc Op-

s roof, could produce 180 kW to |

ol ﬁ\eZS-yeafguprmm productionef-

ing eyed to nudge shift to clean energy

ﬁaencyofthesolarpane]s itis project-
ed to generate 1,500 megawatts of

D. Estezan chairperson of
SMTCDC, acredit union coopera-
tive, agreed, saying the solar energy
szstem could bring great sav‘mgs to

"Puno said the solar energy system
would helpaddresshighelectricity bills.
| Heexpressed hope thatother coop-
Etatlves and local government units
would likewisestart using mnewable

energy.
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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

President Marcos is expected to
attend the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA)'s annual gather-

_ing of world leaders next month, the
“ Philippine ambassador to the United
States said yesterday. ' ﬁ

In an interview on ANC, Ambas-
sador Jose Manuel Romualdez said
Marcos is expected to address the
UNGA on Sept. 20. :

He said Marcos’ flight had been
booked even before he formally as-
sumed the presidency since this was
a “first come, first served” basis.

“So President Marcos is expected
to speak at the UN on September 20th
which is the day it starts,” Romual-
dez said. '

According to Romualdez, several
heads of state have asked for a meet-
ing with Marcos.

“There are many people who are
very eager to listen to him from whatI'm
told. We have several heads of state who
have asked if they could have a meeting
with President Marcos. So it's going to
be something that’s going to %:J:rew
important for the country,” he added.

Romualdez said Marcos may men-
tion the West Philippine Sea and the
2016 arbitral ruling.

“] think that that's probably going
e mentioned, generally, I sup-
pose,” he said. | '
Former president Rodrigo Duterte
sed the South China Sea ruling
eech in September
0. However, there was absolutely
follow-through in terms of the
cifi at need to be taken
oT e Award.,

Part of the foillj)w-&rough is mak-
o 1se of all available instruments of

Ul the filing of UNGA
esolutions which would allow a gen-
l debate or referral to a particular

committee for further discussion.
Placing the subject under contin-
ued deliberation by the international

community would be a good avenue
in drawing international attention
and support or the Award in the
est Philippine Sea.

~ R muaF ez said Cabinet secretar-
ies have also been asked for inputs to
arcos’ UNGA speech.

'he high number of leaders at-
ing reflects the importance of the
anntial UN %at}ﬁemjg, officially called
the General Debate, and its role in
diplomacy. While all countries speak
pul%cly in the assembly, many of the
world’s business gets discussed at
private meetings, lunches and din-

Marcos to address
UN Assembly next month

ners on the sidelines.
eanwhile, a militant fishers’
group yesterday warned that a joint
atrol getween the United States and
Philippines in the West Philippine
Sea could escalate tensions in Philip-
pine waters.
ambansang Lakas ng Kilu-
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya) was reacting to a state-
ment by US Secretary of State Antony
Bli who, during a weekend visit,
affirmed that a joint patrol in the West
Philippine Sea “can take
place” in his view.

Pamalakaya said that the
joint patrol could be seen as
an avating move against

“Similar to (US

Nancy) Pejosi’s trip to Taiwan
last week, Blinken's meeting
with Bongbong Marcos can
be deemed as a provocative
act{against China, which has
aggressive in our territo-
ial waters,” Pamalakaya vice
chair for Luzon Bobby Roldan

said in a statement.

“The US official’s visit
can't be expected to appease
the tens?gns in thp? }‘)Nest
Philippine Sea. Rather, this
threatens and could trigger

we could fish

China to expand its m:litary preseqioe
and become more aggressive in oc-
cupying our territorial waters at the

expense of fishing secutrity and rights
of the Filipino fisherfolk,” he added.
Roldan said the joint patrol could

heighten the Chinese military pres-
ence in the sea. |
“Our traditional fishing grounds
are already militarized by Beijing; we
don’tneed another :
ing its naval vessels that
unlpede our fishing activities. We want
a demilitarized West P}ji]jppine Seaso
)

acefully,” he said.
The fisherfolk group called for a
peaceful and diplomatic settlement
to the issue, in the face of possible
military intervention from China’s
rival countries. _ :
Pamalakaya also urged that un-
equal military treaties with the USbe
scrapped, including the Mutual De-
fense Treaty and Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement, which the
group said pose a “similar threat”
to national sovereignty and security.

- With Ralph Edwin Vi]lanuevy
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Taal emits high
levels of volcanic
sulfur dioxide ane

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The volcanic sulfur dioxide (S02)
emitted from Taal’s main crater on
Sunday, Aug. 7, exceeded 17,000 tons
— the highest SO2 emission since the
volcano’s alert status was lowered to
level 1 on July 11, the Philippine Insti-
tute of Volcanology and Seismgiogy
(Phivolcs) said.

In its 11:30 p.m. advisory, Phivolcs
said Taal Volcano emitted 17,141 tons
of SO2 Sunday morning.

The average SO2 flux since J
was at 6,041 tons per day — h
than the 1,289 tons per day a
between May and mid-July 2022.

“Increased degassing has been
visible in the form of upwelling in
the main crater lake and vol ous
steam-rich plume activity in the_‘%past
three days,” Phivolcs said.

It warned of airborne vol-

canic gas that could be drifted to P>5

" Taal emits

high levels of
volcanic sulfur
dioxide anew 1«

the general east to west of Taal Volcano
Island, based on the air parcel trajectory
data from the Philippine Atmospheric,

Geophysical and Astronomical Services -

Administration.

In the past 24 hours, Taal Volcano
also had three tremor events.

Phivolcs reminded the public that
Alert Level 1 prevails over Taal Volcano,
which means that it is still in abnormal
condition and sho u}JEd not be interpreted

to have ceased est nor ceased the
threat of eruptive activity.

“Should an uptrend or pronounced
change in monitored parameters forewarn
of renewed unrest, the Alert Level may be
raised back to Alert Level 2,” it said.

“Conversely, should there be a return
of monitoring parameters to baseline
levels after a sufficient observation
period, the Alert Level will be further
lowered to Alert Level 0,” it pointed out.

Under Alert Level 1, sudden steam-
driven or phreatic explosions, volcanic
earthquakes, minor ashfall and lethal
accumulations or expulsions of volcanic
gas can occur and threaten areas within
the Taal Volcano Island (TVI).

“Phivolcs strongly recommends
that entry into TVI, Taal’s permanent
danger zone or PDZ, especially the
vicinities of the main crater and the
Daang Kastila fissure, must remain
strictly prohibited,” it said.
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gas emission recorded
aal Volcano ane

plume dctrvfty inthepast explosio

, volcanic
S, minor ash-
Yestérday, Phivoles  falland expulsions of vol-
said three volcanic trem- canic gas could threaten
' fourto 12 areas within TVI or Taal's

a Iow-level permanent danger zone.
1 government
: Soped
to continupusly assess
previously evacuated
barangays laround Taal
Lake fordamageand road
accessibilities, and to

3 s 3
1 (low-level unrest) la Renato Sohdum Jr. said  of renewed

July 11 il Civil aviation authori-
Airborne volcanic g; Modbrate plumeemis-  ties were u to advise
is forecast to drift east to monreadungl,SQUmeters pilots not ta fly near the
west of Taal Volcano Is- highwasalsoobservedin  volcano as airborne ash
land (TVI). ~ the past 24 hours, and ballistic fragments
Increased degassing Phivoﬁcsrenﬁnded the  from sudden explosions
has been visible in th public that Taal Volcano  and wind- emobilized
form of upwelling in ¢ is still u AlertLevel ash could danger to
Mai ater Lake, and 1, which means sudden aircraft, PNA,
vol

ninous steam-ri ch steam-dilrvmmr phreahc Jo;n Pdagsombol
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‘Taal Volcano emits increased
oxide anew

, with

sulfur d

BATANGAS - The Taal
Main Crater spewed
17,141 tons per aX of
voleanic sulfur dioxide o
502 gas early Monday,
the highest amount since
the volcano was down-
ed to Alert Level 1 a
w weeks , according
to the Phil ppme Insti-
tute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs).
It-is estimated that the
released volcanic gas will
be blown into the air in a
generai east to west direc-
tion based on the air parcel
tra]e
tmosphenc, Geo-
1y51cal and ' Astronomi-
Services Administra-
tlon (PAGASA).
The average SO2 flux

from July 15 - dmpped to

data of the Phil-

6,041L tonnes per da

icrease from aver-

age of 1,289 tonnes per da

ﬁgoem \ igr 0 July 1gﬂzozf
e degassing is nota-
for the restoration of
ing in the Taal Main
e and the emis-
sion of thick sm e fhere in

Or I e other hayf?;l, three

" tremor events that lasted

for nine minutes were re-

corded during the past
monitoring day.

hivoles reminds the

c that Alert Level 1

“been raised at Taal

Volea whxchme;ns&mt

or at of eru
not subsid
there is an aggrava-

tion or drastic change u-tt'he
morutormF parameters, the
alert leve be r
again to Alert el 2.

On the other hand, if the
monitorin; parameters TE-
turn tothe ase]melevelafter
a sufficient of

ing, the alert level
lowered to Alert Level (.

At the current Alert
el 1, sudden bursts of steam
or phreat:c e los:cns, 01-

canic earthqua
 fall, and accu.mulatl

emission of toxic gases
occur in the atrn
Taal Volcano Islan
Phivoles sh‘ongly Fmg-

_gests a strict ban on enter-

the TVI, which is the

& ermanent Danger Zone”

or PDZ of the Taal Volca-
no, especially around and

By JOJO CESAR
MAGSAMBOL

inside the Main Crater and

the Daang Castilla fissure.

Local Government Units
(LGUS) are urged to contin-
ue to assess the damage
and condition of roads and
paths and to strengthen pre-
paredness, contingency, and
communication methods in
ca?e the cﬁondlhon of the
volcano

People aarrég:;wsed to be
careful of the movement of
the ground that has a crack
(fissure), possible ash rain,
and weak earthquakes. °

Civil aviation authorities
are to advise pilots
not to fly near the volcano to

avoid sudden erug ons of
ashand gments
orflyingashcarried by strong

winds that could pose a
danger to aircraft

el
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MULING nag-alburoto ang
Bulka_ g Taal matapos

pagtala ng tatlong
volcanic trernors sa

pine Institute of Volcano-
toly il Seiamology (B
volcs).

1/sa Phivolcs, buLod .

Ayon
sa pagyanig at nakataas*dm |
saalertlevel 1 angpangid g |

Sinabi ng Phivolcs na pa-
tuloy pa rin ang pagbuga

ng usok $a bunganga ng bul-
o i 48

kang Taal muling
na!l‘ Iburoto,

Mahigpit na. ipinagbaba-
wal ang pagpasok ng si- |
noman sa permanent danger
zone (PDZ) ng bulkan lalona |
sa main crafer at ang pagla-

. layag ng bangka malapit sa |

Taal Lake dahil sa banta ng |

Nagbabala rin ang Phi- |
voles sa posibleng panganib
sa Taal dahil sa paulit ulit na
pagsabog nito, paglindol, pag-
talsik ng maliliit na abo at gas
na maaaring makasama sa
kalusugan ng tao.

~ __ SANTI CELARIO



INITIATIVES

SERVICE -~ UNA SA BALITA > 08_09_22

DATE

=~ STRATEGIC ')) Lﬁr] %.;nl m% eQu c%lu
§ COMMUNICATION i IZ&I/ STORY STORY
AND PAGE LOWER
———
—

PAGE

TITLE:

Aftershock sa Luzon quake
pumalo ng 3200

nasa32 aftershocknana:talasallanj

Aﬁ_ﬂtapos ang malakas na lind
em:ro sa 'Ihyum a noong Hulyo 27.

sa Philippin itute of Vo’lcmology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs), kanilang mga mon-
itoring station ng kabuuang g 235 aftershock na may

lakas n ig mula 1.4 hanggang 5.1 magnitude.
, 63 sa rnga ang naramdaman sa ilang lugari
sa naaabmg re yon
tandaang naramdaman maging sa Metro Ma-
epekto ng malakas na pagyanig na gumimbal
ul Luzon bandang alas-8:43 ng umaga noong|
Hulyo

S _b1 ng Phlvolcs,na isa ang Northern Luzon sa ‘seis-
mically active region’ sa bansa dahil sa mga aktibo fault
line dito kabilang ang mga northern seement Philippine
A rlaﬂijerFa West Ilocos Fault System at Nag-

kod anila pa rito ang mga local fault na
aring natabunan mga deal;g}sllta nl,‘gar?ulkan

osible ring ulan ng mahihina hanggang
ma a];q‘kas na ]m(iJ ﬂlgﬂ-l
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Lechon buwaya patok sa Davao

Kumento ni Joven Tipay Dimatatac,

g’ilas mejo ma.kl.mat ng meat nia..
same Ing yung taste , Tried sisig
in Davao Crocodile Par pagbabaha
gi ni Hannah Limbo.

HEAVEN talaga ‘mpangle on!
papa-‘Sharon’ (balot ng

lechon na na- Naka-
kahanda sa . relate rin sa
harap mo ay post si Os-
gawa sa bu- car Benavi-
dez, aniya,
“Masarap

B&fg“K:f:;

) 5 buaya

cesa Pala-

‘wan.”
“Kung

'. g pa

. ~sa congres

marammg buaya dooKE pabirong

banat ni Risde Atar. b i+
iwan naman ng inaing si Al-

exan?rer Luigi America, ani, “Pati

ya ay may kasama i permit
mula sa Davao 3(I:rvm:odﬂerPauk g
man siguradong safe at legal ito. ﬁu
ses Caleon) l

atnapatanong na kung
'talagang kggn g gamtong hay?p




aaeess?  SERVICE
QR

TITLE :

THE chicieeine

THUTH SHALL PRAEVAL

UPPE PAGE 1

STORY

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

08'09‘22

PAGE LOWER

PAGE DATE

M'akat'to f"o:cus on #Iood

Following the declaration of a state

* of climate emergency, the Makati

* government will push for the imple-

d long-term

environmental goals, M '?i" Abby
Binay announced yesterday.

Binay said the local goyernment
would focus on addressing the recur-
ring problem on flooding.

“Flooding has been our problem
for a long time, The scenes of evacua- |

tion of residents every time there is a
typhoon should be over,” she said
‘Binay said among the city’s pri-

orities aside from flood con
the widespread implementsa
programs to reduce greenh
emissions.

programs

The local government’s plans are
hinged on the city’s linfrastructure
investments that aim to power buses
with electricity under its smart trans-
port initiative, acco:ging to the mayor.

Makati targets to roll out e-buses and

. install solar panels in;public schools and

government offices next year,

“I'don’t want these plans to end on
the drawing board,” Binay said.

She said the local government

. would strictly implement the Solid
. Waste Management Code, Green

Building Code, single-use plastic ban

| in households and business establish-
' ments, smoking ban as well as the

anti-smoke belching ordinance.
- Nei.’ Jayson Servallos

=yl - T P2
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AN D CAPTUI}E OPPORTUNITIES

A

he su&tamabtlﬂ:y

‘momentum globally,
with growing
awareness and calls to act
on environmental and social
challenges. This has resulted
in active steps being taken
by various stakeholders to
address these issues.

In line with this, we
see an increasing demand
by customers for more
sustainable products and
services. Some enterprises
-have also begun to take steps
to incorporate sustainability
in their businesses, choosing
sustainably sourced raw
materials or adopting the
relevant sustainability related
standards. Governments,
too, haye stepped up efforts
to drive sustainability wi
many from key economies
committing to ambitious
carbon reduction targets to

address urgent issues on |

climate change.
Singapore is similarly
its effortsinsustainable
development, with the launch of
the Si Green Plan 2030
last year. Decarbonization is
a major theme, and includes
efforts such as increasing solar
electric
ricle infrastructure, improving
energy efficiency of buildings,
and piloting the use of lower-
carbon alternative fuels in its
aviation and maritime sectors.
Several government initiatives
have also been announced
to. drive environmental
sustainability efforts among
enterprises, including an increase
in-the carbon tax to accelerate
decarbonization efforts, and the
implementation of a mandatory

ging reporting requirement

as the first step to reduce
ckaging waste,

paHo%\rI;%el; we are still at the
beginning of our sustainability
journey. Awareness of the
- concept of sustainability is low
among enterprises and many
are unsure of its relevance to.
their businesses, while others

" movement is gaining

I

lack knowledge on how to
start. Business owners are

¥

also understandably cautious
and worried about the costs of |
ursuing sustainability.

SUSTAINABILITY
DEVELOPMENTS A
OPPORTUNITIES
With increasing demand
for-sustainable practices,
products and services,| it
is merely a matter of time
before sustainability becomes
more than a
enterprises to do business,
Key business stakeholders
are already placing more
emphasis on sustainability.
Apart from ha- g to adh

to new sustainability policies
and regulatio ' imposed by
governments in Singapore

and overseas, enterprises
will need to step up on
Environment, Social and
Governance (ESG) factors
when seeking investments

also takm steps to improve
sustamablity in their supply
chains and require SUI;phers
to meet sustainability
standards or achieve
sustainability outcomes.
We also see employees

) mcreasmﬁly preferring to

ice to have for |

and loans as financiers|
and investors take steps'to

green their po
multinational cor

olios. More
orations are |

work with businesses that
have embedded sustainability
values, requiring entterpnses
to do more to attract talent.

So what benefits does
sustainability bi‘mg to
enterprises?

Sustainability can help
enterprises to achieve cost
savings and greater resilience.
Efforts to review resource
use, reduce waste and
improve efficiency contribute
not only to environmental
sustainability, but also to
enterprises’ bottom line. With
rising energy and material
prices, as well as supFly chain
shortages, enterprises that
act early to improve resource
efficiency will be able to
realise sizeable savings and
reduce their exposure to price
fluctuations. An example is
Containers Printers, a leading
local packaging selutions
company supplying to major
hrande arrnee nitrilion food

and medical industries. An
earlymléver in sustainability,
the company started setting
targets for energy and carbon

. emissions reductions in 2018.

An Energy Management
team was set up to track
energy performance and
work on energy efficiency
projects, which included the
deployment of solar panels
on the company’s rooftops,
retrofitting factory lighting,
and replacing equipment to
en ergyefﬁ(:lent models. These
pm] Cts hel £§d Containers
s to achieve significant
energy savings and carbon
emission reductions, with the
deployment of solar panels
alone providing annual clean
energy potential of 1,800MWh
and annual carbon emissions
reduction of 800 metric tons.
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HE 19th Congress opened
with the State of the Nation

Address (SONA) of the 17th presi- ;

dent. The 19th saw a first cousin
of President Ferdinand R.'Marcos
Jr., Rep. Martin Romualdez, taking
the speakership and a Mindanaon
(Bukidnon) and from sugarlandia
(Negros Occidental), in Sen. Juan
Miguel Zubiri, become Senate
president. Both are consummate
politicians. Romualdez is a lawyer,
while Zubiri has finished an agri-
business degree and has a master’s
degree in environment and natural
resources management:

Romualdez (59 years old) is from
the Visayas, and has represented
the first district of Leyte since 2019,
after completing three full terms’
from 2007-2016. Under the 18th
Congress, Romualdez was elected
majority leader. Zubiri (53 years
old) started his career as a House
representative from 1998 to 2004.
He ran and won in the Senate race in .
2007, only to resign in 2011 after be-
ing elected majority leader in 2008.

Zubiri's political career was said to
have ended on Aug. 3, 2011 when he
resigned during a privilege speech,
over what he said were "unfounded”
accusations of election cheating,
“Without admitting any fault and
with my vehement denial of the al-
leged electoral fraud hurled against
me, | am submitting my resignation
as a duly elected senator of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines in the election
forwhich I am falsely accused without
mercy and compassion.”

Zubiri ran again forsenator in 2013
and lost. Hewon in 2016 and became
majority leader. In the recent May
2022 elections, Zubiri finished eighth
with 19 million votes. Who would
have thought Zubiri would become
the uncontested Senate president in
the 19th Congress? If the Marcoses
are gettirig their redemption, Zubiri
rose to the challenge while perform-
ing the national canvassing for the
president by announcing his inten-
tion to seek the Senate presidency
in May. By June, Sen. Cynthia Villar
had withdrawn her plan to secure the
Senate presidency and backed Zubiri.
It took 12 years to get to the top posi-
tion and redefine his political career
going into 2028,

There is a tradition in both

Flrst measures

L'I

' LOURDES
. TIQUIA

chambers to reserve the first 10
or 20 measures to the leadership
of the chamber. In the case of the
House, the first me'zis'ure filed was
by the speaker; in the Senate, it
was by Sen. Loren Legarda, the
second ranking senator in the
May 2022 elections. She is cur-
rently the president pro tempore
in the 19th Congress. I
+ The first measures filed in both
chambers are solutions to problems
attributed to the pandemic. The
first bill filed in the House seeks
to assist micro, small and medium

enterprises (MSMEs). The first bill

filed in the Senate seeks to provide
tablets to all public students from
primary,all the way to tertiary level,
or an internet allowance for those
who already have a qlewce. :

House Bill 1 in the 19th Congress
was filed with Romualdez together
with his wife, party—hst Rep. Yeda
Romualdez and Re Jude Ac1dr?
and his nephew and the President’s
son, Senior Majonty Leader Sandro
Marcos (Dlsmct 1 l\llocos N orte}
The measure is known as the “Gov-
ernment Financial Institutions
Unified Initiatives to Distressed
Enterprises for’ Ecoriomic Recovery
Act, or “Guide.”

" 'Guide attempts to strengthen the'

capacity of the Development Bank
of the Philippines (DBP) and the
Land Bank of the Philippines (Land-
Bank) to provide rieeded assistance
to MSMEs. The measure expands
the credit programs of the DBP and
LandBank to assist affected MSMEsto
meet their liquidity needs. Both banks
aredirected to expand their credit and
rediscounting facilities to affected
MSMEs in agriculture, infrastructure,
manufacturing and service indus-
tries. The measures likewise adopt
the SPAV. process of years back by
creatinga special holding company
(SHC). Equity participation in SHC
may be held by qualified private
sector investors with DBP and Land-
Bank to maintain at least a majority

ownershlp over the SHC until such
time that they have recovered their
investment. The SHC is mtended to
be a major player in the ﬁnanaal
and capital markets by providing
aid to strategically important com-
panies with solvency/liquidity issues
brought about by the pandemic.

In the 2020 List of Establish-
ments of the Philippine Statistics
Association (PSA), atotal 0f 957,620
business enterprises are recorded as
operating in the country; 952,969
of these are MSMEs and 4,651
(.49 percent) are large enterprises.
Micro enterprises constitute 88.77
percent (850,127) of total MSME
establishments, followed by small
enterprises at 10,25 percent(98,126)
and medium enterprises at .49 per-
cent (4,716). r

Senate Bill 1 was filed by Legarda.
The bill is known as the “One Tab-
let, One Student Act of 2022." The
measure clearly lays down two
things to happen in blended learn-
ing: stable internet connection and
reliable gadget. Today, the internet
is a right, and I hope the providers
are listening and seriously taking
into consideration their important
role in the community and in edu-
cation. The PISO internet is not the
way to go. Or sitting by the canal
of one’s neighbor to catch an open
internet should not be the case. If the
private sector cannot provide what
its franchisees are supposed to do,
then local government units (LGUs)
should be able to operate their own
internet, allowed to have their own
franchise and allocated a bandwidth
during classes as a redundant proto-
col at the local level.

There are 27 million elementary
and high school students, and 1.6
million students enrolled in state
universities and colleges and 'local
universities and colleges, or a total
of 28.6 million — and this number

does not even include teachers.’

Experience in the field is such that
an internet allowance is needed to
connect to the internet.

Both measures can be designed
in such a way that national and lo-
cal funds can provide counterparts
and incentives so that it is not just a
national directive but a complemen-
taty yet holistic approach is taken. In
the case of MSMESs, the local govern-
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ments can suspend the payment of
business permits and taxes for three
years so that enterprises are given the
allowable financial air to breathe.
Exemptions from taxes at the na-
tional level and filing of GIS before
the Security and Exchange Commis-
sion can be made to aid financial
recovery, to those who are willing to
jumpstart their business again. On
the part of one tablet, one student,
local governments can strengthen
their internet connection around
schools and use barangay (village)
centers as learning hubs connecting
each via a mesh built on wireless in-
ternet. No need to build towers; use
the existing buildings in the locality
enhancing line of sight, and link the
different barangay thereby creating
an internet community mesh. This
way, the internet becomes a service
done by LGUs at the barangay levels
for public students.

Ensuring connectivity creates a
unique solution to class sizes and
infrastructure limitations in pub-
lic schools. Blended learning is a
leapfrog for both the teachers and
the students and their parents. It
is a jump that assures several skills
and behavior among the education
stakeholders. By converting baran-
gay centers into learning hubs, a
public good is enhanced. Mandat-
ing the barangay to reach out to the
community ensures the redefinition
of their roles in development.

Congress should fast-track pas-
sage of measures that respond
to the problems created by the
pandemic. Those should be the
priorities in their first 100 days,
if not their first regular session.
The One Tablet, One Student pro-
gram can even be included in the
national expenditure program of
the Marcos administration, a low-
hanging fruit.

Instead 'of the proliferation of
the pay-as-you-go on appoint-
ments, the so-called best and
brightest should first attend to
solving problems brought by the
pandemic at the household and
community levels. Don't be a
problem to'the President. You were
appointed to do your job and to
do it well, And Mr. President, “you
cannot expect loyalty from people
who will do anything for money.”




