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BIZ GROUPS ASSURED:
PRIORITY BILLS TO PASS

By Jovee MARIE N. peLA Cruz
¥ @joveemarie

HE leadership of the House of

Representatives on Thursday

assured the Philippin
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) of the passage, before
yearend, of priority bills that business
groups have been pushing to boost
the economy and hasten recovery

from the pandemic.
I S e "_.:.&z':.i'.‘zr e e

In a statement following his his recent State of the Nation
speech at PCCI’s general mem- Address are principally authored
bership meeting in Makati City, by him, “so I expect my fellow
Speaker Martin G, Romualdez legislators to act on these bills

said majority of the priority with dispatch.”
measures spelled out by Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in SEE “Bi1z,” A2
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~ Romualdez was referring
to these priority measures: (1)
The Government Financial In-
stitutions Unified Initiatives to
Distressed Enterprises for Eco-
nomic Recovery (GUIDE) Act;
(2) Valuation Reform Bill; (3)
Passive Income and Financial
Intermediary Taxation Act or
PIFITA; (4) E-Government Act;
(5) Internet Transaction Act or
E_'.;_Qnmmerce Law; (6) National

1 Use Act; (7) Enactment of

an Enabling Law for the Natural
GasIndustry; (8) Amendmentsto

the Electric Power Industry Re=

m Act; and (9) Amendmentq
tbe ﬂmld-()pam ;
(BOT) Law,
“In fact, I am hopeful that we
can approve most of these mea-
sures before the year ends,” Ro-
mualdez said. ,
“One thing 1 assure you,

Mh&!

¥
I fraﬁéwn(gﬂaﬂei

as-CMD President said-
: -CIa mv‘tta’{! also came at
an opportune time as the House
adopted last Monday Concur-.
rent Resolution No. 2, whil:h
exptexsesthe“chambet’s full sup-
_port to the Medium-Term Fiscal

Framework (MTFF) crafted by

the admuﬂstration of Pressdent

Marcos. i :
‘1 dare say that the adop-

tion by Congress of the MTEE

pcuxzant Resol ution is a his-
toric one,” Romualdez said. “To

my knowledge, this is the first

time that our leg'wia'tots fully -

committed themselves to a me-
dium-term fiscal plan that will

serve as arichor for the annual

spending and financing plan of
thenational government. This—
the Medium-Term Fiscal Frame-
work—will serve as our guide in
preparing the annual budget for
next six years,” he said.

» The Marcos administration
designed the 20222028 Medi-
um-Term Fiscal Pramework to -

a

. 7.5-percent GDP growthin 2I 2
‘and 6.5-to8-percent annual

stabahty whlle remammg sup-.

portive of the economic recowery‘.-
and promotingmedium-termfis-

cal sustainability.

It aims to reinvigorate job
creation and poverty reduction
by steering the economy back to
its high-growth path in the near
term and sustain the high—but
inclusive and resilient—growth
all through 2028, i

“The philosophy is simple:
efficient collection of taxes es-
pecially under a strong economy
ensures adequate funding for
governmentprograms. In simple

_ terms, the MTFF is a fiscal con-

solidation and resource mobili-

* zation plan. The objective: in the

shortrun, keep themacroecono-
my stable and provide adequate
social services; in the medium
term, generate more jobs, qual-
ity jobs, green jobs,” Romualdez
explained.

“We, in the House of Rep-
resentatives, not only support
the MTFF We are also allgnlng

of the N&tmnal
he added. ¥

daaimed towa.tds immediate job
‘creation and poverty reduction.
@&se mckl&e a!;tamihg food
security* ion nitrmegt

‘of energy cost to families; ad-

vemment, -

- aresmng public health concerns;

strengthening of social protec-
‘tion programs; return to face-
to-face classes; enhanced bu-
reaucratic efficiency; and sound
fiscal management. 1
The MTEE also sets mago-
economic targets for the next
six years, as follows: (1) 6.

growth from 2023 to 2028; (

g- percen‘l: poverl:y rate by 20

3 3-per::ent nahcmal gaﬁem»- :
ment deficit by 2028; (4) Less
than 60-percent debt to-GDP.
ratio by 2025; and (5) Upper
middle-income country status
for the Philippines, with each

- Pilipino earning at least 4,046

US dollars per year. .
" Romualdez also said he will -
engage PCCI in serious discus-
sions onhowthe governmentand
private sector can work together
to give flesh to the admnmstra-

tiou‘svecnnnmic gge};dﬁ. aaibin
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plastics.

6?20[111& measures, House Bill _
1

1038, was filed by Bagong

lie;a;asyon Rep,
rera on July 4.
“By implementing a “national

policy against the use of single-use
piasncs. the: state shall ensure zhe

BY MA. REINA LEANNE TOLENTINO

O bills filed in the House of Rep-
resentatives seek to ban smgle-use

Bernadette Her-
law, a nationwide ban on single-

across all sectors,” Herrems;ndm

the bill's Explanatmy note,
If the measure is passed into

use plasdcs will be implemented

‘within a year upon its effectivity.
Schools, supermarkets, shops,

“hotels, establishments, govern-
“ ment-offices and

industries will
implement the ban.

s
-use p

" A transition program that in-

single-use plastics after the

seek ban -

cludes replacement of single-use
plastics to “eco-friendly and sus-
tainable alternatives” as an objec-

 tive will be carried out.

“Existing single-use plastics of
companiesand industries under this
Act shall be declared and shall be
necydedmrdmglyn the bill states.

‘The penalties in the bill cover:

‘establishments’ use of single-

use plastics “after the given time
period and outside” declared
data; companies’ production of

single-use plastics by companies.

Iastlcs

HB 1248, on the other hind,
was filed by Pangasinan Fifth Dis-
trict Rep. Ramon Guico .

Under HB 1248, the transition
from single-use plastics will be grad-
ally implemented withins 10 vears,, ;

*Single-use plastics from
panies or industries alres w in
circulation prios to the ban shatl

‘be declared and recycled accard-

ingly,” HB 1248 states,
The bill penalizes esiablishments
whao will resort to single-use plas-

tics after the tansition period, ;
iven  production: of single-use plagtics

i peniod, and
importation of single-use plasties.
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plastic ban

* SEN, Pilr Juiana“Pia” Gayetano on

Wednesday urged her fellow senators o
“qo paperless”and ban the use of plastics.
Cayetano noted that 164 million pieces
of plasticsachets were used In the Philip-
m Mmawm
597 billion pieces of sachets yearly.
‘Pressing the issue of sustainability and
the importance of solid waste manage-
ment, the senator called on her colleagues
to'stop using plastic bottles and sachets,
and go paperless n the Senate.
Inismy dutytobrng the conceptof
sustainabilty into discussion and debate
dﬂa Cayetano said.
 chairman of the Senate Com-
ittee on Sustainable Development
Goalsnoteﬁthnmzl million tons

waste were generated in 2019,
“anda uﬂDSSpertento(thesem_

o e oy s A5
mmmﬁﬂtﬁmn{m

Senate to go digital. e
Nﬂmashdmnmhu
Miguel “Migz" Zubiri to convey to the Sen-
ate Secretariat that he no longer wanted to

receive printed matérials on his table.

The Senate Secretariat provides hard
copies of Journals and the Order of Busi-
ness to senators during sessions. -

Zubir expressed his full support for
Cayetano’s call.

Zubiri sald being a scuba diver himseff,
he personally witnessed the damage
adding the harmf efectof plastc wastes
alsa reduces the fish population, compro-
mising the fivelibood of Filipino fishermen.

“You have our fullsupport, ifthere s
ahearing | would love to attend as wel,”
Zubiri assured Cayetano.

He also commended Sen. Cynthia Villar

for defending the Expanded Producer
Responsibility Act of 2022 or Republic Act
11898, which [apsed into law on July 23,
2022. : S
The law makes it mandatory for
major producers of plastics like plastic
bottles, plastic containers and sachets to

spearhead programs to recover of recycle

BEI!NAD!mg,frm

|
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’l'ha United Nations, on the other
- hand, estimates that 80 perceni of
‘the world's marine garbage comes
feom land-based sources, including
trash driven into rivers and creeks
. by the wind,
. Single-use plaaqics also called
mmonly

“used for plastic pa and
!pielude items intended to “be used
ynce before they are thrown
maar or recycled. These include,
among other things, grocery bags,
fuod packaging, bottles, smws,
mtain&m, .
Mmdh:s

ct how nlash@ﬂ are uaed in
businesses fo protect the

,vgaﬁous
3 )

.. Businesses. that continue to
hse single—uﬁ 12 Itics after tlwe

'Mlﬂfm irs P |
" gix-month suspension of ‘their
_business permission for the
second hffﬁqsn, and a P200,000
fine and a oneyear suspension
q£ their business licenses.

, companies who continue
 to produce single-use plastics after
tﬁp.aﬂnttod will be subject to

'P100,000 for the first offense,

0 for the second offense,
Fsﬁﬁég for the third offense,

50,000 for the termination
of tialr business permits.
- Single-use plastics importers,
' however, are subject to a P200,000
fine and a two-year suspension
le their business licenses for
| the first offense. The Bureau of
_Customs will place the business |
n? a l;loe.klist for sithosﬂas”
a suspension is lifte
_ u&m?a:;me cancellation

ﬂ;ﬁl’ i

t ﬂa‘lrmaﬁaubmgtmwmdsobe '
= mplmmeu to assist all affected
individuals n&d industries in
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Herrera pushes nationwide
ban on smglo-use plastics

.uamg various s;éﬂge—use
it

ETIVITON

oducts such as
and straws.

Ao e by
lack of awareness about

w}ntsaﬂuwdmmn#}
andwl\lthrm!allouud in
another

an ﬁm‘i 2? rmllson

metri.cmd
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nvironment writers have been

calling out the attention of

autherities and our country's

leaders to look into the plastic
pollution crisis that is now happening.
This s an inevitable outcome of a long
pandemic that relied on plastics, es-
pecially single-use plastics, to protect
us from an unseen enemy — the virus
that causes Covid.

Personal protective equipment
(PPE), goggles, face shields, gloves,
coveralls or Jab gowns, head covers,
shoe covers, etc, are all made of plastic.
These have become the tools to help
stop the spread of the virus and to pro-
tect medical frontliners. Add to that,
the use of plastic was so enormous as
almost all deliveries (from our online
shopping to orders from fast food
outlets) sent to our homes during the
lockdowns were wrapped in plastic.
50, is plastic friend or foe?

As 1 talked to environment advo-
cates, they too realized that it would
be very difficult to totally eradicate
the use of plastics, especially single-
use plastics, in our economic activity.
They always referred to the role of
plastics during the two-year_health
pandemic and the cise in its demand
even though people are aware of its
dire consequences for the planet.

Considering: this situation, the
government is not standing idly,
though 1 can observe that its reac-
tion to the plastics crisis Is tepid at
best. For one, there is already a bill
that would regulate and eventually
phase out single-use plastics (SUPs)
in the country, which passed in July
2021 in the House, With 190 affirma-
tive votes, zero negative votes, and
one abstention, the chamber passed
on third reading House Bill 9147,
which seeks to “regulate the produc-
tion, importation, sale, distribution,
provision, use, recovery, collection,
recycling, and disposal of single-use
plastic products.” There are still is-
sues with regards to its passing in the
Senate as there are groups who want a
tougher and more comprehensive bill
to regulate SUPs. Let's see what will
happen soon.

A few months back, environment
organization The Climate Reality Proj-
ect Philippines informed ma that they
partnered with development studies
students from Ateneg-to “déVelop
a policy note addressing single-use
plastic policies In several citles In
Metro Manila.”

"Despite the lack of a national pol-
‘icy, data from the National Solid Waste
Management Commission (NSWMC)
showed that about 30 percent of lo-
cal government units (LGUs) in the
country have some form of policy to
regulate the use of plastics, particularly
plastic bags. These local ordinances
have different scopes, different defini-

Facing the plastics crisis

tions of single-
use plastics,
and different
sanctions.”

The policy " EDITORS DESK

note high-
lighted the best JOHANNES L. CHUA

practices from

Marlkina City, Makati City, and Quezon
City that could be adopted by other
LGUs to improve their own plastic
waste management and reduction
systems. It also included recommen-
dations directed at improving current
LGU policies and enabling better anti-
single-use plastic implementation.

“Following this initiative, we saw
the need to create a compendium of
local policies, programs, and initiatives
on managing plastic waste to create a
community of practice and to amplify
the clamor for a national law that will
comprehensively and effectively ad-
dress the proliferation of single-use
plastics in our communities,” said
the group.

S0 these are the questions that we,
as citizens of this land, need to ask
one another: “Does your LGU have an
ordinance regulating the use of plas—
tics? Does your local grocery or market
encourage you to bring bayongs or
eco-bags? Do you have community
recycling or upcyeling facilities? How
about consumer incentives programs,
such as trash -to-cash or plastic waste
in exchange for groceries or environ-
mental points?”

The group believes in the power
of information to change lives and
help ¢ ities become g in
the process. We can't just wait for the
government to lead the way if they
have b ratic entangl ts to
sort out.

This is the reason why Climate
Reality launched an initiative called
“Bawal Plastikan,” where they ask
citizens across the country about the
policies and programs against single-
use plastics in their city or munici-
pality.
“Through this campalgn, we alin
to have a better picture of the efforts
to curtail the plastic crisis at the local
level, in the absence of a national law
on plastics," said the group. "Bawal
Plastikan — loosely translating to ‘no
pretending/ fakihg' — supports the
notion that the journey toward sus-
tainable production and consumption
and elrcular economy must be genuine
and inclusive for all Filipinos.”

Information is power, indeed. In
order to truly fight for the planet, we
should be armed with the right battle
“gear.” The plastics crisis is looming
over the horizon, and day after day, its

courge is getting nearer. We should
not be caught off guard or standing
idly by the wayside. It's time to raise
our volces,




-

hankfully, there is mrw wide consensus
among scientists, environmentalists, and
politicians alike that single-use plastics
have had a devastating effect on our en-
vironment—and have significantly contrib-
uted to our notorious distinction of being the
third biggest plastics polluter in the world.
‘Even President Marcos Jr. acknowledged as
much inhis 1rmugzz:adnnapaech,vnwhgthat

"we will clean up.”

Sachets have been singled out as a signif-

icant part of this problém. As my colleague
Ceres Doyo recently wrote, “People who can-
not afford to buy big-size (say, of cooking oil)
buy ringi thar comes for single use, in
a sachet. It is these small, empty, discarded

‘plastic wastes that are seen floating after a

heavy downpour, They find their way into wa-

terways and farther to the rivers and the seas,
«and become the scourge of marine life.”

There Is a need to act on this problem ur-
gently and decisively. But as we contemplate
and debate on the best coursé of action, it is
insightful to revisit how we became what Doyo
calls “ringi/sachet nation" in the first place.

Interestingly, the practice of tingi-tingi
was not started by the big manufacturers we
associate with sachets today. “Long before
multinational and large local companies be-

- gan producing product sachets, there was an

active tingi, or piecemeal, market in the Philip-
pines,” notes Ang and Sy-Changco (2007). “Sa-
ri-sari stores would buy household items such
as sugar, vinegar, shampoo, cooking oil, even
cigarettes and candies in bulk, and sell them to
their customers piecemeal: by the stick, by the
piece, by the tablespoon or cup.”

Ang and Sy-Changco continue: “Drawing

on these insights, a shampoo manufacturer
ip:uled to Lry selling their shampoo in pack-
ets similar to the small plastic bags that the.
market was nlread.y using. Thus l:ﬂegan!hei.r

' GIDEON LASCO

successful foray into shampoo sachet mar-
keting. Other manufacturers of a broad range
of consumer items soon followed suit.”

Initially, it was the poor that was target-
ed by the micro-sized products, for whom
they signified aspirational status, but the
sachet phenomenon was also embraced by
more affluent consumers, finding them more
convenient, or in some cases, MOre ECONOM-
ical. And so from the 2000s onwards, sachets
became such a boon for manufacturers and
retailers that it continues to be a case study
in marketing classes—and their dominance
is in full display in supermarkets today,
where there are sachets for everything, from
hair-styling wax to tomato paste.

But as we now know too well, they have
become a bane to the environment, and they
have found their way not just in the most far-
flung sari-sari store—but inside the stom-
achs of various species.

In light of the above historical context, it is
clear that manufacturers—which have profited
immensely from popularizing sachets—must
take responsibility in undoing the damage that
“has been wrought by their products, not least
by investing on and implementing al m

-

VIICHEAL AR

éﬁ'

. Alas, many companies have
beeu siﬂwhdalngm Forh:smnoe.‘&mtemu—
cently reported that “even as Unilever execu-
tives have publicly decried the environmental
harm done by this packaging, the multinational
has worked to undercut laws aimed at eliminat-
ing sachets in at least three Asian countries.”

A recently filed bill by Sen. Loren Legarda
articulates other components of a possible
solution_ In Senate Bill No. 246, she calls for
phasing out single-use plastics, defined as

“grocery bags, food packaging films and bags,
manufacturing water bottles, straws, stirrers,
containers, styrofoam/ styros, cups, sachets,
and plastic cutlery.” Crucially, her bill focuses
on incentivizing consumers and manufactur-
ers who will embrace alternatives, while re-
sponsibilizing rthe latter for collecting, recy-
cling, and disposing of those plastics.

SB 246 also mandates mere funding and
support for “research on single-use plastic
packaging.” In the same way that tingi-tingi
was itself a local innovation, surely our re-
searchers can also find ways to replace it with
something that makes both practical and en-
vironmental sense. In fact, our scholars have
already been providing insights on how to
address our plastics problem based on their
research. For instance, National Academy of
Science and Technology academician Agnes
Rola has called for a “river-based plan” to
manage plastic waste, while also highlighting
the role of local government units.

Ultimately, all of the above actions will re-
quire leadership at the highest levels of govern-
ment to create political support and an enabling
environment to make all of these steps happen
in a concerted and sustained way. Faced with
an ever-worsening plastics crisis, we cannot af-
ford to have solutions that are tingi-tingi.

glasco@inguirer.com.ph

w
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URC backs plastic neutrality

m&@mmmmmﬂ
ammmmmwmmm
as part of ts long-term anal of achieving plastic neutrality.
“We are aiming to make fasting, concrete changes.
on an institutional level, in a way that affects all opera-
tions and demonstrates our resolve as a world-class,
manufacturer,” URC President and Chief Executive
Officer Irwin C. Lee said in a press release on Thursday.
mwghits"hnnﬁmihr?lm‘tk program,
URC hopes to be an active participant in converting
post-consumer waste into something useful and in its
consumers’ collect-and-recycle activities.
Ammbudnhﬁmmaﬁwhmm
established nationwide for the program, with more.
sites set to open this year.
Theprogmmalmmrstnmmmeuw‘lr
plastic waste for cash, in the said sites, matching
wugl;tior”emlromntalwthtcanbeusedtc
redeem URC products or school supplies, . © |
mmwwmmmm
on waste management that cover community engage-
ment and finking with local recyclers to reach more people.
Ithas one site in its La Cariota sugar mill in Negros
WMBnMMWWdB
mmwmbumsaasmmmmnsm
guniang Kabataan.
mmbhmmsmmmm
whichis inpartneship with th ocal government of Pasig
NWWWW&TWM "
General Mariano Alvarez (GMA), Cavite also has
one which is in partnership with the local aovernment.,
Mmms&uhmmm b
" “With our current systems, piastic waste will be
segregated and given new life that supports  true cir-
cular economy,” said Mr. Lee. — Justine Irish D. Tablle
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iWaste managvement- firm
Metro Clark Waste M

mt(MCWM)hasexp d  pr

its landfill facility in Pam-

E‘Engatoservemomamasm :

tral Luzon. 3
In a statement, the company
said it recently completed ama-

expansion atits land-
% facility in Pampanga,

which is the country’s first ~exis

landfill.
exparnsion covered the
development of seven more
hectares within MCWM's
100-hectare grounds, to be used
for municipal waste disposal,
the addition of leachate treat-
ment planits for the proper erad-
ication of waste by-products,
and a new separate disposal
celiﬂfu;uea!ad mcgzzdal waste.
company also acquired
new vehicles, equipment, and
oﬂ'nerﬁxelgl fa:nfﬁlf;es toincrease
operational efficiency.

The expansion project will
allow the company to provide
world-class waste disposal
services to more cities, munici-

palities, and industrial clients

mn Central Luzon. )
. “Despite continuing chal-
lenges, MCWM is pwu% to be
of service to our dients and their
communities. We also hope to
widen our coverage as more
local government units (LGUs)
and indusiry players look for
waste m solutions
S siicig ametlinct with Re-
sl:u twi
'Act9003, or the Ecologi-
<cal Solid Waste Management
Act, MCWM executive vme
ent and

Outpfthe 1,§561:ve:s

ied, the Pasig River was

:denhﬁedasthewurstsoume

than 356,000 metric tons of

-plas h;ﬂou“ﬁm pmdumd by

mnﬂumd
finyies to ixmaa at &Phetg

‘enal rate, doubling in just over

20 years tofi&?n;ll]mn metric
tons annually as of 2020.
Gaetos said the com; ny

is keen to continue wo

closely with the ﬂtm

of Environment a?x? tural
Resources, Clark Develop-
ment Corp. Bases Conversion
and Devels ment Auﬂim
and atl

“more a&ectwely gt%
war against waste.” thﬁ
th:It is our job to monitor

se studles and ]e )
and proacively plan accord:
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From down here

to up there

N’OW that the new admin-
istration has outlined its
plan for governance, may I, as
a citizen, mention a few details
that may make things better
for certain sectors as well as
the general public. Of course,
budget exigencies are to be
noted and worked around. But
in general, an astute bureaucrat
can find ways to provide better
services within the parameters
of what funds are available.
For the Department of Jus-
tice, please consider building
more and better facilities for
prisoners. Qur jails are beyond
congestion and the desperate
need is to provide more hu-
mane incarcerations so that
rehabilitation not punishment
is emphasized. While doing
that, please raise the meal al-
lowances of prisoners, taking
into consideration inflation,
nourishment and health.
For the local governments,
please consider the need for
open spaces for every kind of
community, especially informal
settlers. Our cities and towns are
too built up, taking over open
spaces and even parks to scatter
structures on. It is time to go
the other way, look for spaces
to put up parks or even pocket
parks. If all public land is used
up, consider purchasing private
property, even small lots, to put
up an open space that has air,
plants and the opportunity to
take in the sun and view the

sky outdoors. Put rules on how
to use these places and enforce
them i.e. no trash, no vending,
no crime. Further, local gov-
ernments should have youth
programs, together with the
Kabataang Barangay, particularly
during vacation times. Sports,
crafts, competitions in such
programs will keep the youth
occupied and interested as well
keep them out of trouble
And speaking of informal
settlers, can the housing depari-
ment with its contractor leader
come up with the necessary
number of homes which the
poorly housed and unsafely
living parts of our population
need? Perhaps coming from the
private sector, this new housing
czar can design more comfori-
able, more humane low-cost
housing which allots more room
in conformity with the average
size of the Filipino family. Many
private developers have pro-
duced this kind of housing but
their resources are not enough
to jneet the great need there is,
or the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR), please pay attention
to our urban areas too. There
is much wanton cutting of trees
in public spaces like sidewalks
and plazas. Notice how some
trees are literally mutilated so
as to kill them, Trees are useful
for health and aesthetics. They
control air pollution, provide
oxygen and cut down heat.
LGUs should be encouraged to
protect them and proliferatg-
them. The DENR must evange-
e their benefits to the public,
particularly local governments,
so that our urban areas do not
become concrete jungles. And
while doing that, discourage
the use of cement over grass in
public spaces, particularly pla-
zas. Grass and the soil they grow
in absorb water from rain and
prevent or mitigate flash floods.
The Department of Education
should find a way to build bet-
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ter classrooms more cheaply.
When the Department of Public
Works and Highways or what-
ever government contractor
ms for it, they
expensive than
the classrooms built by private

ons, And many times

For the Dep
portation, please concentrate
on more public transportation
facilities like trains for both
mmmunqgaml travel to farther
places. Car owners are only 20
percent of thpse who travel; .
the rest are commuters who
need easier and comfortable
access to public transport. As
it is, what is available is not
tnough !:aus ng cnm.mmets'

f ] ip. Moreover, &
tion, including

public roads, should have order
Iﬁdiaﬁpihu inpxemenm: for

“overnment agend. »s that are
supposed to serve the public and
charge fees to do so should re-
member that their mission is not |
to earn big profits from those |
fees for the sake of showing aﬂ'l
their ability to make money but |
that they should be using those |
profits to serve the public better. E
In other words, spend money :
to give better service, not make |
profits from the service you are |
mandated to give. \

Lastly, for the Depamnent
of Science and Technology, we
need more research, partimluly
for our agricultural products. -

Abaca needs 1o be reinforced
with disease-resistant plants
for higher production so we can
nmeet market demand. There are |
disease-resistant abaca plants
‘butthey need to be more widely
.d.imminated -And we have oth- |
er fibers that need research and |
development work. It is time to
see how we can make abaca. and
pineapple fibers (pina) softer |
and more pliable to encourage
more uses for them. Maguey,

_ratian, nito and other such

natural fibers, of which we have -
more tha.n 30 varieties, can be
mombmzﬁdal if research work
on them is done. It should also
encourage cotton production |
‘which can be very useful to
ir economy, give farmers a
good income and supply our
indigenous textile industry. The
of Agriculture has
a stﬁaolmmtlee on fibers that
i_:eedu more funding to promote
10re use of our varied natural |
vers now that the natural fi- |
bers are as the way -
10 go in mnnmm
by fossil fuel pollution, }
1 hope somebody up there
Hl’lgns ﬂ: the needs of d:lose ]
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ang dinakip ng pulisya nang
ngmga "hot logs" na

sa multical kamakalawa sa ] :

Alfonso X111, Quezon. B@

g N&kﬂal‘a ang mga gugqu na nmﬁ
E

— e —

na.kati:a 53 naturang

Ayu; sa uJ;lt, napa-

daan sa checkpoint ang

multicab na kinalululanan

nina Escovidal at Masu-

col nang makila ng miga

awtundad na may dala silang mga
mgm sasaky: I;.;nnapm

53 an ay

dokumento ang mga suspek. i

Nang walang maipakita, ay agad

dma‘k:p ng mga awtoridad ang
i ko "

piit na ang mga suspek na

nahaharap sa kasong paglabag sa PD

705 o Revised Forestry Code-of the

Pl 1= L |

o Ehr & = SEEA
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BAGUIO CITY—A section of a
waterlogged rice paddy in Pasil,
Kalinga, was discovered by farm-
ers to be “boiling” days after the
magnitude 7 earthquake jolted
northern Luzon on July 27, ac-
cording to an official of the Of-
fice of Civil Defense (OCD).

This could be one of the un-
usual changes in the Cordillera
environment that geologists
and volcanologists would ex-
amine to establish their impact
on surrounding areas and to
confirm if these were triggered
by the strong earthquake, said
Albert Mogol, the OCD regional
director, at a press conference
on Tuesday.

Baguio-based Kalinga na-

tive Jo Kapuno had relayed to

authorities the observation at a
farm in Pasil's Barangay Balin-
ciagao Norte. The bubbling sec-
tion of the paddy was recorded
on video,

A team from the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivalcs) will look
into the report, said Fay Apil, di-

rector of the Mines and Geosci-

ences Bureau in Cordillera, in a

separate interview on Thursday.

“The farm owners have been
reluctant to go near the site for
fear they would fall into what
they believe is a sinkhole,” Ka+
puno said. 3

As of Thursday, water con-
tinued to flow into the fields,
and the owners described the
liquid as “boiling,” she said.

Validation

According to Apil, there have
been instances when hot springs
developing beneath the ground
surface were disrupted by an
earthquake.

She said the Balinciagac re-
port needed to undergo scieutif-
ic validation.

Apil said initial impression
from the Phivolcs team was
that hot water discharges were
common in hot spring regions
and should not alarm residents.
A geothermal project is being
developed in Pasil, she said.

But one of MGB's geologists
is traveling to Kalinga to study
the phenomenon, as well as as-
sess the areas most affected by
the quake. —vincenT cAsREZA Q.
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used local gave ots
‘1o administer %l y
the waters n their
{urmbm.. 3 - this
ed to the implementation
qfd: nsistent
a

“Despite the remarkable
T g g

2 perceived problem ono
&z‘ Exereise of jurisdiction
of scveral m and
cities over the Manila Bay
remains unresclved,” ayon

sa mmh%nu.
~ “Through Housc Bill No,
2926, we seek to amend
o Lo piving the
15 A
e Cetvision - and
control of the Manila 772"

dagdag ni T .

_Ang MBm kinabi-
bilangan ng sscretarics of
agriculture and environ-
ment, char of the Metro
Manila Development Au-
thﬁnl'yé at mga Ig«:\!‘letmadr.n-
ng ataan, Pompanga,
Bulacan, ﬁn&\' e

“Restoring Menila Bay

to-its pristine siate will ol

“be feasible if all ‘concern
oyernment agencies and

T.GUs follow and imple-
ment unificd rules, policies”

and procedures i

Tiangeo. (Beth Si pison)

B
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for mine development sle devlopment o, and cimat
M VIE mining industry holds change protection, “COMP is for
1 the greatest potential to ‘efforts to foster ¢ TeSpPor-
be a key driver in our economic s:ble minerals development in the
rm:ﬂh‘yand‘lnng’tﬂmgmwm ¥ - ines,” he added.
especially now that world metal do pledged the chambcr ]
are high. The Philippines, 1t to the DENR in weeding
after all, is one ‘of the world's ) sal miners and curtailing irre-
most richly endowed countries . ble mining practices that have
in terms of mineral resources,” ~ emment. He behms this: bfferﬁtg ﬂedtha industry's reputation for
Finance Secretary Benjamin demonstrates the mining industry's o long. He also anticipates meaning:
Diokno made the above pro- confidencein the country’s promis- mentwith the government s
nouncemerit on Wednesday ing economic growth prospects. ic team led by Diokno to help
dirring the additional listing of Based on Department of Finance- the country's post-pandemic
Philex Mining Corp. common ~ (DoF) estimates, the Silangan proj- tives. . ‘
shares' The Philippine Stock ' ect will generatesome P8.5 billion B o
“Exchange listing, he said, sends 10 excise taxes alone during its :
a strong signial 1o the mining in- entire mine life. “We recognize that
dustry that the country’s capital - apart from boosting local develop- -
markets hiewiabte‘immm ment, mining is a strong magnet
for fist-tracking the de ¢ ' for investments that can propel
uf'wmmﬁn edenelnpinem wwmmmmuwb
570D trajectory,” the Dol chiefsaid.
Phﬂud:adﬂswehigkwoﬁa‘ o In wm.\tbﬁnadonal_gm
% t&ulofl‘z'ﬁs blﬂinn iuww: opmem sector to strictly adhere
equity from the lisdmg of the 1o responsible and sustainable
‘additional 842 million common  Mining practices, Diokno urged
shares, Proceeds will be mobi- - industry players tosstrike a balance
Tlized for the development of between protecting the environ-
Philex's Silangan underground - Ment, uplifting local communities
copper-gold mine in Surigw and supporting the government's
sdrbNorel (rofdio bns Woeﬂ}{.}mgmm”a
MWWW me&ﬂﬁﬂbkm@%w

Mmﬁﬂ!ﬂ

Silangan project is considered | nic
one of the biggest copper-gold Sﬂmh of ﬁ&hw communities,”
mines in the Philippines. Phﬂex

_Plans to mine it in two | Mealmhiler the Chamber of

“with the first having a‘mineable Mines of the Philippines (COMP)

ore teserve of 81 million metric has welwmed the apvmntment

tons to be mined for 22 yearsat  Of Maria-A Yulo-Loyzaga as
amleefd.milhonwmperm secrel ;

r art operations vironment gnd Namral Resou:ces

. (DENR). COMP Kr'an iﬁﬂu‘sixy
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Dagdag pa, isa sa long e
solution aniya ay ang impras-
traktura gaya ng re-semoir
para sa pag-iimbak &t ang

mgkslidadngungsam

qguna Lake dahil sa algae,

Dapat din daw ay mamana-
genang maayos angmgafish-

mMaihuwagWu

uapasidadngiawa.

INYONB
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For public officials, avoid

Bh an L gettmg into trouble due to
5 govenv 3 E:lation and i

norance
nt law. For t

must update y_flpurselves ‘ch

these changes. To C .oy
and private , the  nc
Center for Global Best Prac-
tices is hosting the go]lcwmn3
training programs from 1:
to 4:45 p.m. via Zoom:

" * Best Practices Guide to the
Law and IRR for Procurement
mﬂm (Ang 24, 25
*The Revised Bidding Doc-  government l:iars pmsi-
uments for Procurement of ge.ntamdc’melel
Infrastructure (Sept.12). </ Northrail Corp; depmyadmnﬁs-

The rules mandate all gov- Meuepolm\i\fbtawcﬂes

emment entities and prospec-
tive bidders to use the revised
bidding documents for the

m:mmtnfm&mtmdum
pmgramswﬂlcoverﬂw

princip ples, plan-
ehg:blhhes,standardbld
uments, procedures for

pubhl: blddmg. eaxly g
ment, and

_ tin emergency
imes of calamities

d community quarantine,

of errant suppliers

that'is aligned with RA 9184
or the 2016 REVlsed IRR of the

Sl Sedvent s sty o
] ve
Mmﬂow -
and the Pasig River Rehabilita- 4
%& Commission. bl
ation is to
eral public and is hi;
E:E:rmmgnded for I:he hgelgi
and members of Bids and
Awards committee, procur-
ing and bidding entities, and
those in the private sector who
would like to do business with
the government A gimilar
training on n the Procurement
Law, its [RR and Bidding Doc-
uments of Consulting P m
will also be held on Sept. 2
25. For defaﬂs

%6-8963 / 69 ur(ﬁl;gbp
7143 or 59
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MS. Moira Gallaga’s letter ex-
rolling nuclear energy (“Going
nuclear: A sensible and practi-
cal option for the Philippines,”
7/20/22) failed to provide any
data to support her unrealis-
tic claims. Nuclear is neither
sensible nor practical for any
country—even more so for
the Philippines.

Nuclear power is not a cli-
mate salution. A study in 2021
shows that the contribution of
nuclear power to mitigate cli-
mate change remains—and is
projected to be—very limited.
Current nuclear plans would
only avoid at most 2-3 percent
of global emissions, and this
contribution is seen to de-
crease further by 2040. In con-
trast, the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change—
the world's foremost author-
ity on climate science—says
that wind and solar power
can potentially deliver over 33
percent of the total emissions

reductions necessary by 2030.
Nuclear will not give us

energy security and will not

provide adequate and reliable

power for the Philippines. Nu-
clear proponents consistently
fail to mention the fact that the
Philippines does not produce
nuclear fuel. We will stll be
subject to global supply short-
ages and price fluctuations of
nuclear fuel—and at a worse
scale than coal, since only
four companies in the world
manufacture nuclear fuel. Nu-
clear power’s inflexibility has
also been cited by experts as
incompatible with the Philip-
pines’ energy profile, and will
be even more incompatible as
the country ramps up its re-
newable energy (RE) portfolio.

Nuclear power will not
lower electricity prices for con-
sumers. In fact, it is the most
expensive way to produce
electricity. Among all types

of power plants, it is the most -

The price of nuciear en-
ergy becomes even more un-
imaginably expensive when
you include the costs for ra-
dicactive spent fuel storage, as
cost of clean up for Fukushi-

ma is estimated at 21.5 trillion

lat_ regulatory culture in the
Philippines where building
construction is not adequate-
ly monitored, and where we
can't even effectively monitor
air pollution from coal plants.

Nuclear is a sunset in-
dustry and has been in global
decline longer than coal It is
unfortunate and outrageous
how the industry continues to

find willing proponents in the

Philippines who would put fa-
natical claims over fact, at the
of climate action and
human safety. The era of nu-
clear power is long gone, and
RE is answering the call of the
times. The Philippine govern-
ment should disassociate itself
from all these false nuclear
myths and carve out a safer,
better path with renewables,

KHEVIN YU,
energy transition campaidmr.

- Greenpeace Philippines -
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Toward climate resiliency for the E§ﬁ_s_éctor

nxiety and uncertainty brought about

by the increase in the prices of fuel and

food heralded the administration of

President Marcos Jr. Along with the lin-
gering threat of the COVID-19 virus, these
circumstances will further undermine the
already precarious condition of the margin-
alized sectors of farmers and fishers.

The question is: Will the President’s as-
sumption of the agriculture portfolio signal
a better vision for rural growth, more bud-
get that upholds local agriculture and fish-
eries production, and a more competent,
science-based planning and implementation
of ways to slow down climate change for
vulnerable sectors?

Livelihood and survival have become the
battle cry of families battered by the eco-
nomic lockdown due to the pandemic, and
with the vicious cycle of debt and losses each
year due Lo extreme weather events that hit
them, this administration must listen hard.

Climate resilience. It is time to sternly
mandate local government units (LGUs) to
craft strategic and comprehensive agricul-
ture and fisheries plan, together with their
constituents and in consultation with ex-
perts, to address poverty as well as manage
climate risks while promoting employment.

Climare change is a major consideration in
both the comprehensive agriculture and fish-
eries plan (CAFP) and the local climate change
action plan (LCCAP). The LCCAP addresses cli-
mate change vulnerabilities among the local
population, while the CAFP is specific to the
local agrlcul;nre and fisheries sectors. More
importantly, the CAFP stands on the under-

standing that meeting the challenges ‘of c!i-“

'LCCAP formulatien

:.?stdleincmeof[aunuéanﬂ fishe

HAZEL TANCHULING

mate change is urgent and critical to the sur-
vival and development of these sectors.

In the last 12 years, Rice Watch Action

Network [nc. (R1) has been assisting LGUs in
and has recently

out assistance to develop a CAFP in LGUs.

Mandate and resources. Executive Or-
der No. 138 was issued in 2021 directing local
governments to be autonomous in de
basic services to their constituents by the end
of 2024. In the CAFP, devolution facilitates
improved support for agriculture and fisher-
ies development, as local governments pro-
vide services specific to these sectors within
their jurisdiction, _

Resources are guaranteed with the im-
plementation of the 2018 Mandanas ruling,
which directs the national government to in-
crease internal revenue allocation to LGUS to
finance the devolution of basic services. This
presents a funding opportunity for climate
resiliency and the supply chain sustainability
initiatives of local governments and of farm-
ers and fisher folk.

‘Sustainable supply chains for small farm-
ers. In developing the CAFP, the of
supply chains is geared toward the fair distri-
bution of income and benefits among stake-
holders, particularly producers. A review of the

Food supply chains are largely
by climate change. In creating sustainab
and more beneficial supply chains for smal
farmers and fishers, other factors that af
fect them as producers are identified. It i
not only income but also processes that en
sure the continuity of production and the
protection of people’s health and that o
the environment.

A supply chain analysis should show

rolled how ‘climate and nonclimate factors affec!

actors at different stages. Rice, for example
has suffered because of extreme changes ir
temperature, drought conditions, and exces:
amounts of rainfall from strong tropical cy:
clones. Additionally, the rice tarifficatior
law has lowered farmgate prices, swellec
incomes for wholesalers and internationa
traders, and only marginally decreased rice
prices for consumers. The Ukraine-Russiz
war also increased the cost of production in:
puts, such as fertilizers and fuel. This analy-
sis brings in factors and problems that musi
be addressed, and solutions that would ur
gently identify, improve, and institutionalize
the benefits for farmers.

For Ry, this avenue for participatory anc
science-based CAFP process at the LGU level it
an important step to save the agriculture anc
fisheries sectors, which have long been neglect:
ed bun:e critical to the nation’s survival.

Hazel Tanchuling is evecitive director of
R1, an institution sup.uiting farmers, fish:
ers, and related stakeholders working to:
ward an acaommically -and environmentally

agriculture in the mhppma

and other Asian countries.
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Cartel behind high

fish prices in Bohol

TAGBILARAN CITY—Complaints ahout high pric-
es of fish in Bohol have been reaching the provincial
government as early as 2017, prompting investiga-
tions that uncovered the presence of a cartel. Offi-
dﬂssayﬂusmmnpolymustbedlmanﬂedmm
seafood sald in the province affordable, and avoid
a repeat of a recent incident where tourists visit-
ing Panglao's Virgin Island complained about E
l:heierﬁ.ooo food bill. —sTory LEo ubTOHAN !
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fish prices in Bohol

Local execs say monopoly by group of traders must be broken
to keep seafood affordable to residents, tourists

By Leo Udtohan
@leoudtohanINQ

TAGBILARAN CITY—Bohola-

nos had already complained

about the high prices of fish in
the province as early as 2017,
with the clamor leading to in-

vestigations led by the pro-
vincial board which later un -

covered the presence of a fish
cartel operating in Bohol.
Benjie Oliva, the former ad-
ministrator of the Cooperative
Development Authority (CDA)
who worked with fisheries' co-

operatives in Bohol, mgaled

that a cartel has been ¢

ing to maintain prices at a high
le?dandmremampeﬂﬁm
“The government should

ss the business monop-
:ﬁl;t Balml by pmwlding an
for opening
competition fmm other busi-

ndss players in the country,”

ALL CLEAR Tourists enjoy Panglad’s Virgin Island wfthout its food stalls on Wedne sday A day
earlier on Tuesday, vendors were still selling seafood and other items (right photo) before Bo-
hol Gev. Aris Aumentado suspended boat trips there pending an investigation on supposedly
overpriced food sold in the area. —PHOTOS BY LEO UDTOHAN/ROY DALIDA, CONTRISUTOR

in nearby Cebu, resulting in the

f reduction supply sold in Bohol's

public markets.

With the reduced supply,
vendors are forced to increase
the prices of fish in the public

‘markets, Abapo said.

No more stalls
Bahol Gov. Aris Aumentada
on Tuesday ordered the sus-
pension of trips to Panglao's
Virgin Island while an investi-

gation is being conducted over

the alleged overpricing of sea-

food sold to tourists there.

Aamup nflamudm re-

, vendors in

"~ On Wednesd
all 18 makeshift stalls on Virgin

he:m Island’s sandbar removed their

structures and were no longer

T

allowed to return,

To help displaced vendors,
the Panglao Municipal Tourism
Council (PMTC) recommended
to the local government to hold
a "night market” at Panglao pla-
za where the vendors can sell
their products.

“To be fair and just, affect-

‘ed vendors shall be able to con-

tinuously sell whatever perish-
able stock [they have| on hand,"

. said PMTC in a statement.

Stepping in
Aumentado said the prov-
ince would look into the issue

and come up with solutions

on how to arrive at reasonable
prices of seafood in Bohol.
“We are now investigating
the possibility of having a fish
cartel here. We will have an
actual plan and will address
this soon. We need to fix this

because it's embarrassing," he
said.

While the local povernment
of Panglao has the primary ju-
risdiction over Virgin Island,
Aumentado said the provin-
cial government would step in
to ensure that there would be
balance and harmony in the
enforcement of environment
protection laws, tourism stan-
dards, and the welfare of all
concerned, including tourists,
vendors and the public.

The 2017 government in-

revealed that. the

vestigation
price of fish in Bohol was high-

er by P50 a kilo compared to

. Former Agriculture Secre-
tary Emmanuel Pifol, in zma, .
launched the Behol Fish Mar- -
ket and Tienda program to ad-
dress the price manipulation m
the local market. va
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Usigin at kasuhan ang .
‘mga korap sa gobyerno

Tiu ang rekord rig Ombudsman’s Finance and Manage-
ment Information Office: 2011, kabuuang 3,852 kaso ay inihain
laban sa mga ofis)'rﬂl ng lokal na pamahalaan; 633 kaso rito ay
nakasampa sa Luzon, 600 sa Visayas at 544 sa Mindanzo.

Noon ding 2011, pinakamaraming kinasuhan ay mga opisyal
at tauhari ng Philippine National Police (PNP) t 562 kaso laban,
sa Depariment of Education; 490 sa Philippine Information
A : 416 sa Bureau of Intermal Revenue; 304 sa Armed Fore-
es of the Philippines (AFP) 177 sa Burdau of Customs (BIR);
155 sa Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR); 148 Department of Social Wélfare and Development
(DSWD}, at Qlﬁl Dal, cmal ¢

Noong 2012, ayon'sa Transparency International; ang Pilipi-
|nas ay ika-105s4 176 bansana pinakakorap.
| Karanggo natin ang Algeria, Armenia, Bolivia, Gambia, Koso-
{vo, Mali, at Mexica; at 30 porsyento ng ating national budget 3y
naibubulsa ng mga mandarambong sa gobyemo. =

Nagagawa ang korapsiyon sa pamamagitan ng ghost projeciy
walang bidding o pakunwaring hi%:i.?ng, at paghibigay ng kon:'cktg
ta kapalit ang suhol at pagpabor sa kontrata sa mga kasabwatna
supllier o kontraktor; pamemeke; nepotismo at paboritismo,
suhol; paggamit ng poder ng politika at koneksiyon may-
kapagyarihang tao na magpoproseso at magialahasng 58
mga proyekio.” ST -
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ang naitala sa nagdaang araw ng Lunes August hanggang 5.1 magnitude.
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