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5.2 quake strikes Abra anew; More shocks expected

A MAGNITUDE 5.2 earthquake hit Abra
- at 2:48 a.m. on Monday, five days after it
was hit by a deadly 7.0-magnitude quake
last Wednesday that damaged structures
in the region and killed at least 10 people.
The Philippine Institute of Volcanol-
ogy and Seismology said the tremor’s
' epicenter was three kilometers from

Villaviciosa town at a depth of 22 km.
The following intensities were felt in
Abra and nearby provinces: Intensity V -
Bantay, Ilocos Sur; Intensity IV - Bangued,

" Abra; and Intensity 111 - Baguio City.

Instrumental Intensities were: Inten-
sity V - Vigan City, Ilocos Sur; Intensity
IV - Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte; Intensity
I1I - Laoag City, Ilocos Norte; Sinait, II-
ocos Sur; Intensity IL- Tabuk, Kalinga;

’
e

Claveria and Penablanca, Cngayin and

Intensity I - Baguio City; Dagupan City, -

Pangasinan; Ilagan, Isabela.

Phivolcs said it expects damage and
aftershocks from the quake.

The number of individuals affected
by the magnitude 7 earthquake is now
at 381,614, the state disaster response
agency said Monday.

According to the National Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and Management
Couneil, this translated to 100,665
families. Of the tally, some 3,781 indi-
viduals or 1,070 families are staying in
evacuation camps. :

In its latest report, the NDRRMC

also said the number of fatalities re-

ined at 10 10s€ inj have

R R
L ; B

3

reached 394,
Damage to infrastructures such. as
roads, bridges, health facilities, schools,

and cultural heritages in Cagayan Valley,

Cordillera Administrative Region, and Il-
ocos Region was pegged at P704 million.
According to the NDRRMC, some
354 houses were destroyed by the major
tremor while 24,547 were damaged.

Meanwhile, power in 48 cities and
municipalities has been restored. Water
service is also back in three out of four
cities and municipalities.

The NDRRMC said 27 cities and mu-
nicipalities were declared under a state
of calamity. So far, assistance worth
P25 million has been provided to vic-
tims of the earthquake. Willie Casas
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 Magnitude 5.1 aftershock
jolts Abra, nearby provinces

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The Philippine Institute of Volcanol -
ogy and Seismology (Phivolcs) recorded
a 5.1-magnitude earthquake in Abra
province early Monday morning, Aug. 1.
Phivolcs said the quake struck four
kilometers northeast of Villaviciosa, Abra
at2:48 a.m,, with a depth of 13 kilometers.
It said the tremor was an aftershock
| of the 7.0-magnitude earthquake that

- struck Tayum, Abra on July 27.
| The earthquake on Monday was felt
at Intensity V as a “strong” tremor
in Dolores, Abra; Vigan City, Sinait,
Bantay, Banayoyo, Nagbukel, Grego-
rio del Pilar, Suyo, Sugpon, San Ilde-
fonso, Santa, Magsingal, San Juan, and
Cabugao in Ilocos Sur; Pinili and Badoc
in Ilocos Norte; and Besao and Sagada

in the Mountain Province.

Itwasregistered at Intensity IV (mod-
erately strong) in Bangued, Abra; Laoag
. City, Bacarra, and Pasuquin in Ilocos
Norte; Sto. Domingo, San Vicente, Sta.
Catalina, Candon City, Santa, Narvacan,
San Esteban, Sta. Maria, Caoayan, Sta.

Lucia, Sta. Cruz, and Tagudin in Ilocos
Sur; Sudipen, Luna, Balaoan, Bangar,
Bacnotan, and City of San Fernando in
La Union;.and Bontoc and Sadangga in
Mountain Province. . _

Baguio City; Flora and Santa Marcela
in Apayao; Tabuk City in Kalinga; Bauko
and Tadian in Mountain Province; Luna,
Apayao; and Tuguegarao City, Lal-lo,
Allacapan, Gattaran, Lasam, Amulung,
Claveria; Sanchez Mira, and Abulug in
Cagayan felt the quake at Intensity III
(weak) while Santiago City, Ramon, and
Quezon in Isabela; Cabarroguis, Quirino;
and Aparri, Cagayan felt the quake at
Intensity II (slightly felt).

It was also recorded at Intensity I

(scarcely perceptible) in Itogon, Benguet. -

As of 7 a.m., Phivolcs had recorded

2,009 aftershocks, with magnitudes

ranging from1.4t0 5.1

Of the recorded earthquakes, Phi-
volcs had plotted 672 earthquakes close
to the epicenter of the main shock in
Tayum, Abra.

It said that 53 of these tremors
were felt.
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ling nilindol
ang lalawigan ng Abra sa
IahsﬁSl p kahapon ng alas-2:48

ng mdnling araw.
Ayon sa Phnlhpﬁn Insume of Volcanology and

004

silangan ng Villaviciosa,

m&nmgo Clty.
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Seismology (Phivolcs) ang sentro ng lindol ay nasa may
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NDRRMC: Families affected by Luzon quake
breach 100K

By Priam Nepomuceno August 1, 2022, 10:10 am

‘ (Photo courtesy of DSWD Cordlllera Admlnlstratlve Region)

MANILA — The number of affected families from last week's magnitude 7 earthquake that
rocked Abra and other nearby Northern Luzon provinces have now climbed to 100,665.

In its Monday morning update, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council
(NDRRMC) said this figure is equivalent to 381,614 persons living in 1,030 villages in llocos
Region, Cagayan Valley and the Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR).

Some 1,070 families or 3,781 individuals remain in 40 evacuation centers while some are taking
shelter with their relatives or friends.

The number of confirmed fatalities is placed at nine along with 376 injured.

All deaths are from the CAR while the injured are from Cordillera with 374 and Cagayan Valley
with two.

Undergoing validation are reports of one death and 18 injured, all from llocos Region.
Some 24,901 houses in the llocos Region, Cagayan Valley, CAR and the National Capital

Region were damaged from the tremor -- 24,547 of which were partially damaged while 354
were totally damaged. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180260
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Over 20K houses damaged by Northern Luzon
quake

By Marita Moaje August 1, 2022, 5:08 pm

(Photo courtesy of PIA-Abra)

MANILA — A total of 20,533 houses in Northern Luzon were heavily damaged by the magnitude
7 earthquake that jolted the provinces of Abra, llocos Sur, La Union, Pangasinan, Kalinga
Apayao, Benguet, Ifugao, and Mountain Province on July 27.

The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) assured during the
“Laging Handa” public briefing on Monday that its local shelter cluster teams and regional
offices are on the ground and monitoring the situation.

“Per our monitoring, tumaas ang damaged houses. Kahapon nasa 14,798. Kanina pag update,
20,533 na. At out of that number, 302 ang completely destroyed (the number of damaged
houses have increased. From 14,798 yesterday [Sunday] to 20,533 this morning. And out of
that number, 302 houses were completely destroyed),” DHSUD Undersecretary Avelino
Tolentino said.

The DHSUD has activated local shelter cluster teams in Regions 1 (llocos), 2 (Cagayan Valley),
and the Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR).

Based on records, a total of 54,504 families or 215,313 individuals were affected by the strong
guake, Tolentino said.

Meanwhile, 1,047 families or 3,747 individuals sought refuge in 42 evacuation centers, but have
since decreased since some victims decided to stay with relatives and friends.

Overall, from the initial 27,213 individuals who were staying with relatives or friends in llocos
Sur, La Union, Pangasinan, Abra, Apayao, Benguet, Ifugao, Kalinga, and Mountain Province,
the number has risen to 30,345.

“Nag-shift ‘yung numero natin mula sa evacuation centers. Nagsilipat ang iba sa mga kamag-
anak at kaibigan (The number in the evacuation centers shifted. Some transferred to their
relatives and friends),” Tolentino said.

Partners

He said the DHSUD Regional offices 1, 2, and CAR are in continuous coordination with other
government agencies, such as the Department of Agriculture, Department of the Interior and
Local Government, Philippine National Police, Bureau of Fire Protection, Department of Labor
and Employment, Department of Transportation, Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD), and Technical Education and Skills Development Authority, among
others, to ensure that the needs of the affected families are taken care of.
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On the Emergency Shelter Assistance Program, Tolentino said that newly appointed Secretary
Jerry Acuzar will have a meeting with DSWD Secretary Erwin Tulfo.

“‘On top of that, meron din kasing Emergency Housing Assistance Program (EHAP) ang
aming National Housing Authority (NHA) and there are still funds available sa aming budget at
‘yun ang titingnan namin kung papano namin ‘to ire-release (the NHA has an EHAP and there
are still funds available from our budget, and that’'s what we are looking at, on how we could
release this budget),” he said.

During Typhoon Odette in December last year, Tolentino said the NHA released the EHAP
within two weeks and distributed cash assistance to the local government units, with each
affected family receiving PHP5,000.

‘ltong EHAP is arranged na ayuda na up to PHP30,000 depending sa damage sa ating
mga (This EHAP is an assistance of up to PHP30,000 depending on the damage on the)
structures,” he added.

Tolentino said the DHSUD has distributed shelter-grade tarpaulins, donated by the
International Organizations for Migration, and is still waiting for the availability of donated
lumber from the Environment department.

The DSWD likewise distributed cash assistance and food packs to family beneficiaries. (With
areport from Lade Kabagani/PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180321
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Over 2-K aftershocks recorded after Abra quake

August 1, 2022

» (Photo courtesy of MRRMO Dolores)

By Gabriela Baron

Over 2,000 aftershocks were recorded by the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs) following the magnitude 7.0 quake that rocked Northern Luzon on July
27.

As of 2:00 p.m. Monday, Aug. 1, Phivolcs recorded a total of 2,083 aftershocks and plotted a
total of 696 earthquakes.

However, of the number, only 54 were felt.
The quakes ranged from magnitudes 1.4 to 5.1.

Based on the Sunday, July 31, data provided by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council, at least 10 individuals perished from the major tremor. —ag

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/over-2-k-aftershocks-recorded-after-abra-quake/



https://ptvnews.ph/over-2-k-aftershocks-recorded-after-abra-quake/

§% STRATEGIC August 02,2022
S8 BusinessMirror — =~ g

“ SERVICE A b R — lofl D Opinion
Page D Feature Article

NIA: No damage to Pantabangan, Magat
despite quake

BYBUSINESSMIRROR AUGUST 1, 2022

NIA Administrator Antiporda (right) and Sulark brref reporters on the status of major dams after the July 27
earthquake. NIA PHOTO

THE two major dams in Luzon, the 48-year-old Pantabangan Dam in Pantabangan Nueva Ecija
and the 39-year-old Magat Dam in Ramon, Isabela, were undamaged by the July 27 Magnitude
7.0 Earthquake in Tayum, Abra, the National Irrigation Authority (NIA) said on Monday. This
attests, it added, to the structural integrity of NIA dams which can stand 50 years and even
beyond a half century.

In a press conference at NIA Convention Hall, Acting Administrator Benny D. Antiporda and
Deputy Administrator for Engineering and Operations Sector C’zar M. Sulaik assured the public
that the earthquake had no major damage to the dam structures/embankment, building
facilities, roadway, canal structures, and electro-mechanical components.

Antiporda said the public does not need to worry about safety and irrigation service delivery
because NIA has precautionary measures. “Wala pong damage ang ating dams [Our dams
have no damage]. The Agency only wants to ensure the safety of the public, especially the
communities located on downstream areas,” said Antiporda.

Even though the major dams were not affected by the earthquake, some communal irrigation
projects of NIA incurred damage. Based on initial assessment of the Agency, a total of 27
irrigation projects covering about 3,167.50 hectares of agricultural land incurred damage
amounting to P243.33 million. Twenty-six of these are located in Cordillera Administrative
Region (CAR) and one in llocos Region: the Banaoang Pump Irrigation System located in the
Municipality of Bantay, llocos Sur which Antiporda was set to personally visit after the press
conference.

Despite the earthquake, NIA assured the public of the unhampered delivery of irrigation service
to the Filipino farmers in adherence to the food security program of President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Romualdez Marcos, Jr.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/08/01/nia-no-damage-to-pantabangan-magat-
despite-quake/
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By Malaya Business Insight -August 2, 2022

NORTHERN
LUZON

Source: https://malaya.com.ph/news opinion/159596/
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DDR posibleng malikha sa ilalim ng Marcos
administration - solon

Joy Cantos - Pang-masa August 2, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Maaaring malikha ang isang ahensiyang pang-kalamidad sa ilalim ng
administrasyong Marcos at isusulong ang panukalang ilagay ito sa ilalim ng Office of the
President.

Ito ang nakikita ni Albay Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda, House Ways and Means chairman na kung
saan ay binalangkas ang unang bersiyon ng ‘Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) bill' sa ‘17th
Congress’.

Sa panukala niya, magiging isang malaking ahensiya ang Department of Disaster Resilience
(DDR) na ilang beses nang inihain sa Kamara na dalawang beses din inaprubahan, ngunit
hindi pumasa sa Senado kahit ilang beses din itong idineklarang ‘priority’ ni Pangulong Duterte.

Naging usap-usapan na naman DDR matapos padapain ng malakas na lindol ang Abra na
matindi ring nanalasa sa ilang probinsiya sa hilagang Luzon at sapat na dahilan ito upang
magkaroon ng DDR.

Sinabi naman ni Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri, na isinusulong ng mga senador ang
paglikha ng higit na maliit na DDR at ilalagay sa ilalim ng ‘Office of the President’ na mabisang
ikatutugon sa mga kalamidad na hindi tulad ng kasalukuyang sistema.

Kinatigan ni Salceda ang panukalang higit na maliit na ahensiya ni Zubiri, at sinabi niyang
isusulong niya ito sa mga kasamahan niya sa Kamara, para “magkatotoo.”

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/08/02/2199682/ddr-posibleng-
malikha-sa-ilalim-ng-marcos-administration-solon
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Villar wants to place Philippine Rise under NIPAS

Mario Casayuran

Senator Cynthia Villar wants to place the Philippine (Benham) Rise under the National
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) in order to monitor and maintain the high
biodiversity and pristine habitats in the Philippine Rise Marine Resource Reserve (PMRR).

Legislation of the PMRR, Villar stressed, would not only institutionalize and provide funds for
its management, but would also be in keeping with the exercise of Philippine sovereignty over
its waters and resources.

Villar thus filed Senate Bill (SB) 51, or An Act Declaring a portion of Philippine Rise within the
exclusive economic Zone (EEZ) of the Philippine Sea, as a protected are with the category of
Marine Resource Reserve under NIPAS.

Villar is the chairperson of the Senate Environment Committee.

The bill also seeks to establish a mechanism that would ensure measures toward this objective
are enforced and implemented.

The majority of the Philippine Rise including the Benham Bank Seamount, has always been
within the Philippines Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

The United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (UN-CLCS) adopted the
recommendation of the Philippines on the limits of our Continental Shelf.

“Following the discoveries in the Benham Rise, four more research expeditions were conducted
in 2016, 2018, 2019 and 2022 to further assess its biodiversity and extent of habitats,” Villar
said.

The lady legislator noted that the data and information obtained from the past expeditions
supported the recognition of the Philippine Rise as an Ecologically and Biogically Significant
Marine Area (EBSMA) under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity.

This also refers to the declaration of a portion of the Philippine Rise, namely Benham Bank,
and its surrounding waters as a marine resource reserve under NIPAS in 2018 by virtue of
Presidential Proclamation No. 489.

The proclamation of the portion of the Philippine Rise as a marine protected area (MPA) in
2018 was just an initial step towards fulfilling the requirements for a full-fledged protected area
to be finally declared as part of ENIPAS in 2018.

Since the PMRR is the first MPA in the Philippine EEZ wherein fisheries operations are regular,
Villar said the state of habitats and biodiversity in the Benham Bank must be closely monitored.

Villar said this would ensure the sustainability of the resources found in the area.

Also, she said that regular expeditions in the area must be conducted in order to establish long-
term trends in the ecological integrity and biodiversity of the Benham Bank.

The bill also provides that the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), Philippine Coast Guard and Philippine National Police (PNP)
Maritime Group would be involved in maritime patrolling, maritime safety for Filipino fishers,
and enforcement of fisheries and conservation laws.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/01/villar-wants-to-place-philippine-rise-under-nipas/
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TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL

Philippine Rise inclusion in NIPAS sought

Paolo Romero - The Philippine Star August 2, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Cynthia Villar wants the Philippine Rise included in the National
Integrated Protected Areas System or NIPAS for easy monitoring and maintenance of its
biodiversity and habitat.

The Philippine Rise, formerly known as Benham Rise, is located more than 500 kilometers east
of Luzon.

Villar, chair of the committee on environment and natural resources, filed Senate Bill 519 or “an
act declaring a portion of the Philippine Rise as a protected area with the category of Marine
Resource Reserve under NIPAS.”

In May 2017, then president Rodrigo Duterte issued an executive order renaming Benham Rise
to Philippine Rise.

The legislation, Villar said, would not only institutionalize and provide funds for the management
of the Philippine Rise, but would also exercise sovereignty in the country’s territorial waters and
marine resources.

The proposal seeks to ensure that measures crafted for this objective are well implemented.

A vast portion of the Philippine Rise including the Benham Bank Seamount is located within
the Philippines’ 200-mile exclusive economic zone.

Villar said data obtained from past expeditions supported the recognition of the Philippine Rise
as an ecologically and biologically significant marine area.

The bill also provides that the Bureau of Aquatic Resources, Armed Forces of the Philippines,
Philippine Coast Guard and Philippine National Police Maritime Group should patrol the area
to secure Filipino fishermen and enforce fisheries and conservation laws.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/08/02/2199607/philippine-rise-inclusion-nipas-
sought
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Bill declaring part of Benham Rise as J
protected area filed at the Senate

A BILL declaring a portion of Benh@m
Rise, locally known as the Philippine
Rise, as protected area has been filed at
the Senate.

Senate Bill 591, filed by Senator
Cynthia A. Villar, chair of the Senate En-
vironment Committee, seeks to proclaim
the part of Benham Bank within the Phil-
ippine’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
as a Marine Resource Reserve under the

National Integrated Protected Areas
System. — Alyssa Nicole 0. Tan
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WETLAND PARK PROTECTION PRAYORIDAD
PA RIN SA 19TH CONGRESS

July 31, 2022 jake

Senator Cynthia A.Villar received a souvenir stuffed flamingo from Mr. Chris Rostron International
Engagement Manager Wildfowl and Wetland Trust Head, Wetland Link International — Global. The United
Kingdom where Roston hailed has 7 species of flamingo in their wetland; this is part of their flamingo
conservation program.

UPANG iangat ang kaalamang “cradle of biodiversity” sa mga wetland, muling inihain ni
Senator Cynthia A. Villar ang Senate Bill 124 o ang National Wetlands Conservation Bill sa
pagbubukas ng ika-19 Kongreso.

Sa kanyang pahayag sa pagdiriwang ng 8th Wetland Link International — Asia Conference sa
Villar SIPAG noong July 28, 2022, iginiit ni Villar na layunin ng panukalang batas na gabayan
ang lahat ng concerned national government agencies at local government units na gawin ang
mga polisiyang naaayon sa wetland conservation at matalinong paggamit nito.

Isinusulong din niya ang pagtatayo ng matibay na “buffer zone” sa Manila Bay at nilalabanan
ang anumang balak na reklamasyon para mapigil ang pagkasira ng Las Pifias-Parafiaque
Wetland Park (LPPWP).

Inamin niya na marami pang dapat gawin ang Pilipinas para alagaan ang ating wetlands.

“With our country’s archipelagic nature, we have an abundant number of wetlands that call for
much-needed attention,”ani pa ng chairperson ng Senate Committee on Environment.

Base sa 2016 Atlas of Philippine Inland Wetlands and Classified Caves, meron tayong 314
inland wetlands at 2,487 river systems. Sa bilang na ito, 314 wetlands ang 221 lakes, 12
marshes at swamps, 9 peat lands, 39 water storage, at 31 ang ponds.

Ipinagmalaki rin niya ang wetland sa kanyang hometown sa Las Pifias City- ang Las Pifas-
Parafiaque Wetland Park (LPPWP).

Pinasalamatan din ng senador ang Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands, DENR
— NCR, Ramsar Regional Center for East Asia, at Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust UK sa
pagdadala ng 8th Wetland Link International — Asia Conference sa bansa, partikular sa Las
Piflas City. (ESTONG REYES)

Source: https://saksingayon.com/nasyunal/wetland-park-protection-prayoridad-pa-rin-sa-19th-
congress/?fbclid=IwAR05LJvsLDYH1EJp5F2rbkPyjLGVNuUPR5jez8QUduTSmcRzncNtlpjPk
uHM
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Manila Water marks 25 years, renews
commitment to quality water and environmental

services
BYBUSINESSMIRROR AUGUST 1, 2022

Intake facility of Cardona Water Treatment Plant at Laguna Lake, Manila Water’s major alternative source of raw
water apart from Angat Dam.

Like the movement of water, continuous and life-giving, the journey of Metro Manila’s East Zone
concessionaire Manila Water Company, Inc. has taken a similar motion.

Since its establishment in 1997, the company has maintained its mission of creating an
exceptional customer experience in the provision of sustainable solutions vital to health and
life.

As it celebrates its 25th anniversary this 1st of August, Manila Water acknowledges that its
work will not be done without the solid alliances it has fostered. “None of these would have
been possible if not for the strong collaboration and partnership through the 25 years, primarily
with our regulator, MWSS, and our national and local government partners, the business
community, and of course, our customers and other stakeholders,” said Manila Water President
and CEO Jocot De Dios.

Prior to 1997, Metro Manila was in a serious water crisis. lllegal connections, low water
pressure to no water, massive leaks, and poor customer service abound.

To address this, former President Fidel V. Ramos signed into law the Republic Act No. 8041,
also known as the “National Water Crisis Act”. The Act ordered the transfer of water distribution
to the private sector in 1997. Manila Water took over the East Zone concession, and started its
service obligations which include water, sewerage, and sanitation.

The privatization has resulted in expanded service coverage, improved service delivery, and
an increase in operating efficiency. Since then, Manila Water has been working doubly hard to
continuously improve its water and wastewater services.

The sequence batch reactor at the llugin Sewage Treatment Plant in Psig City. As of 2021, the East Zone has a
total of 41 Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs), with a total wastewater treatment capacity of 410 million liters per day
(MLD).


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lecruz/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180274
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Milestone transformation

From its 3.1 million customers at the start of operations, Manila Water’s clients have grown to
seven million in 2021, reaching significant milestones such as residents gaining access to 24-
hour water supply, expansion of water mains and distribution lines, and more water delivered
to customers. Apart from these, systems losses or non-revenue water (NRW) were significantly
reduced, from a dismal 63% of production pre-1997 to the current world-class rate of 12%. This
translates to increased operational efficiency and more water saved and subsequently
distributed to customers.

“Even during the height of the pandemic, we made sure to supply our customers with clean and
safe water, 24/7. Whatever situation we find ourselves in, we remain relentless in improving
our services and infrastructure to fulfill our commitments to our stakeholders and the
environment,” De Dios added.

Through the years, Manila Water’s capabilities have created positive transformations to water
and wastewater system development and service delivery. It built water supply infrastructures
such as the East La Mesa Water Treatment Plant and the Rizal Province Water Supply
Improvement Project, central to which is the Cardona Water Treatment Plant, with one million
and 788,000 household beneficiaries, respectively. It has also developed the Novaliches-
Balara Aqueduct 4 (NBAQ4) Project which ensures the continuity and reliability of raw water

supply.

A Manila Water territory manager responds to a customer’s concern on the ground. Manila Water
continues to empower its people with a customer-centric mindset while providing quality services and
sustainable solutions for its customers.

Wastewater management
Manila Water also aims to be the leading provider of wastewater and environmental services
in the country.

With this, the company has built wastewater treatment infrastructures—including the North and
South Pasig Sewer System with the llugin Sewage Treatment Plant, the Taguig North Sewage
Treatment Plant, and the Marikina North Sewerage System Project—with thousands of
households expected to benefit from efficient sewerage services and cleaner rivers and
waterways in the metro.

Apart from building infrastructure, Manila Water primarily practiced community and customer
engagement, seeking information directly from the ground to be able to deliver quality sewerage
and sanitation service obligations to the entire East Zone concession. This initiative
successfully addressed the problem even back in 1997, wherein only 3% of the population is
connected to a sewerage system and 85% of Metro Manila homes relied only on septic tanks.
To sustain these efforts, Manila Water also capitalized on proactive technical solutions such as



STRATEGIC 0 " AU gust 02, 2022 |:| Headline
§ COMMUNICATION & Date D Editorial

S INITIATIVES BusmeSSMlI | Or [ ] cotumn
-—’ SERVICE A broader ok at todays business 30_f4 D Opinion
Page D Feature Article

separate sewer system and combined sewer-drainage system. As of 2021, the East Zone has
a total of 41 Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) and two Septage Treatment Plants. With its 78
vacuum tankers, the company has also desludged more than two million households.

Manila Water President and CEO Jocot De Dios
Water for all, convenience for all
Manila Water has always sought for business inclusion. Through its “Water for the Poor” (Tubig
Para sa Barangay or TPSB) program, nearly two million people from marginalized communities
were granted access to potable supply and affordable water with adequate pressure.

TPSB addresses various situations prevalent in some communities, such as the so-called
spaghetti or illegal water connections, low water pressure to no water, leaks, and poor customer
service in general.

“This program provides a sustainable solution to one of the common problems in various
communities across the country. TPSB addresses the water needs of low-income communities
while reducing systems losses or water wastage,” explained De Dios.

Manila Water will continue to empower its people with a customer-centric mindset
while providing quality services and sustainable solutions for its customers. This mindset led to
the birth of the Manila Water App, a simple, easy-to-use tool that provides customers the
convenience of accessing their account information, transactions, and concerns on their mobile
gadgets. Truly “Your App in a Tap”!

Even when its brand of excellent service is now being exported to local and international shores
outside of the East Zone, Manila Water aims to continuously develop critical infrastructure, with
a growth strategy focused on penetrating unserved and underserved territories in the country
and beyond, through flexible business and service models while expanding and deepening
services to existing business areas with more innovative solutions.

“This is anchored in our vision of becoming a global leader in providing quality water and
environmental services supportive of sustainable development that help build better lives and
resilient economies,” De Dios said.

As a testament to these efforts of fulfilling its mission on its way to realizing its vision, the
company recently received a significant nod of approval from the International Water
Association (IWA) as it recognized Manila Water as Water Company of the Year, the first from
the Philippines and from any third-world country to be awarded as such.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180274
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Focusing on ESG agenda

Manila Water has also released the first series of its medium-term sustainability goals that
outline its progress and plans on embedding Environment, Social, and Governance (ESG)
policies into the company’s business strategies.

“We have re-imagined the company with new purpose, vision and mission. We are drawing on
our heritage as an industry pioneer in sustainability practices and reporting to further focus on
and embed ESG into our overall business operations,” said De Dios.

The company’s mid-term sustainability targets, set to be achieved by 2025, include reducing
and avoiding scopes 1 and 2 carbon emission by 60% through renewable energy and
wastewater treatment; building infrastructures to satisfy service commitments and
improvements; and ensuring water access and security by allocating at least 15% supply buffer
from expansion and additional water sources.

Manila Water already made headway with these targets, specifically on using green or
renewable energy (RE). In 2021, the company utilized 13.8 million kilowatt hours (kwh) of
renewable energy using onsite solar panels and purchasing RE from Open Access.

In addition to forging progress towards its environmental goal, the company formed its ESG
Committee at the board level earlier this year. The CEO-led committee exercises oversight to
ensure that sustainability remains entrenched in the company’s strategy, provides purpose to
the day-to-day work of over 2,000 Manila Water employees, and extends to quality water and
wastewater service globally.

“These ESG goals highlight Manila Water’s belief that long-term viability is dependent on
management of environmental impacts and commitment to improve social outcomes in the
communities we serve,” De Dios added.

Forging ahead
Through these achievements and milestones, hurdles and challenges, plans and vision,

Manila Water continues to move forward, aiming to become a value-creating global water
company which delivers world-class products and services tailored to the needs of the
communities it serves. “We will continue to explore new methods and apply new approaches
to create innovative and sustainable solutions that will deliver lasting impact to our customers
and the communities where we operate in,” declared De Dios.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/08/01/manila-water-marks-25-years-renews-
commitment-to-quality-water-and-environmental-services/



https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/08/01/manila-water-marks-25-years-renews-commitment-to-quality-water-and-environmental-services/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/08/01/manila-water-marks-25-years-renews-commitment-to-quality-water-and-environmental-services/
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Sa kanilang ika-25 anibersaryo

MANILA WATER NANGAKO

NG “QUALITY WATER”

KASABAY ng ika-25 aniber-
saryo ngayong Lunes, 1 Agosto,
muling ipinangako ng Manila
Water ang pagkakaloob ng
“quality water” at “environmental
services” sa kanilang mga
konsumer.

Ayon kay Manila Water
President at CEO Jocot De Dios,
tulad ng paggalaw ng tubig,
tuloy-tuloy at nagbibigay-buhay,
ang pagalakbay ng Metro Manila
East Zone concessionaire Manila
Water Company, Inc., ay
gumawa ng katulad na mosyon.

Mula nang itatag ito noong
1997, napanatili ng kompanya
ang kanilang misyon sa paglikha
ng mga katangi-tanging pro-
bisyon at solusyon namahalaga
sa kalusugan at buhay ng
kanilang mga kostumer.

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=438281248316068&set=pb.100064025891023.-

“None of these would have
been possible ifnat for the strong
collaboration and partnership
through the 25 years, primarily
with our regulator, MWSS, and
our national and local
government partners, the
business community, and of
course, our customers and other
stakeholders,” pahayag ni De
Dios.

Bago ang 1997, nagkaroon
ng krisis ng tubig sa Metro
Manila, legal na mga koneksiyon
at low water pressure sa mga
walang tubig, napakalakin
pagtagas, dahilan kaya hindi
naging masagana ang serbisyo
sa mga kostumer.

pang malutas ang
groblema, nilagdaan ni datin
angulong President Fidel V.

Ramos ang Republic Act No.
8041, mas kilalang “National
Water CrisisAct” nanag-aatas
sa paglilipat ng water distribution
sa pribadong sektor noong 1997.
Ang Manila Water ang
pumalit sa East Zone
concession, at sinimulan ang
kanilang obilgasyon sa pagse-
serbisyo na kinabibilangan ng
water, sewerage, at sanitation.
Nagresulta ang pagsasa-
pribado sa pinalawak na saklaw,
pinabuting paghahatid ng mga
serbisyo, at pagtaas ng
kahusayan sa pagpapatakbo.
Mula noon hanggang
ngayon, ang Manila Water ay
nagtatrabaho nang doble upang
patuloy na mapabut ang kanilang
water at wastewater services.
(ALMAR DANGUILAN)

2207520000..


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=438281248316068&set=pb.100064025891023.-2207520000
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Private firm to open waste treatment facility, offer
training in Lapu-Lapu

MAE FHEL K. GOM-0S

August 01, 2022

A PRIVATE firm based in Barangay Mactan, Lapu-Lapu City will soon offer training on solid
waste management and provide waste treatment services.

Vic Metal Fabrication and Environmental Services Inc., owned and operated by Victoriano
Ocon, held a ground breaking ceremony at its future site on Thursday, July 28, 2022.

Ocon, president and chief executive officer of the company, told reporters on Thursday, that
the training center is expected to be operational starting next year and that it is open for all the
local government units (LGUs) whose personnel would like to be trained in using their system.

Ocon noted that proper waste segregation has not been professionalized, adding that this is
part of their advocacy to train them apart from supplying the system nationwide.

Ocon said their training center is already accredited by the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority.

Should the LGUs avail of the training, they are expected to pay a price amounting to P10,000
per personnel apart from the P60 million for the purchase and transfer of the system or
equipment.

Apart from Lapu-Lapu City, Ocon said they had turned over the equipment in Tagbilaran and
Dumaguete City while there is ongoing transfer of their equipment in the towns of Tuburan
and Alegria in Cebu Province.

Waste treatment services
Aside from their training center, Ocon said their facility will also cater to the treatment of
biodegradable and non-biodegradable wastes and even septage or liquid waste.

Ocon said their waste management facility also offers sewage treatment services.

But he emphasized that the facility could only cater to waste collected in Lapu-Lapu City, adding
that he himself is a resident of the city and that there is a need to prevent possible damage
caused by pollution since it is a tourism area.

Ocon said the P200 million facility could process about 220 tons of solid waste a day while
15,000 liters of liquid waste.

He said it would cost P3,500 per ton of garbage once the city government, including the small
private companies, avail of their services.

Ocon added that their system is in accordance with the provisions of the law, adding their facility
will be inspected by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources every month.


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/954/mae-fhel-k-gom-os
https://www.bworldonline.com/#linkedin
https://www.bworldonline.com/#linkedin
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Lapu-Lapu City Mayor Junard Chan said this will be a big help to the city since there is a need
for the cleanest and (greenest environment, being a tourism  hotspot.

Chan said proper waste segregation and collection have become a challenge for the City due
to the city’s growing population.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1936611/cebu/local-news/private-firm-to-open-
waste-treatment-facility-offer-training-in-lapu-lapu
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https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1936611/cebu/local-news/private-firm-to-open-waste-treatment-facility-offer-training-in-lapu-lapu

August 02’ 2022 nHeadline

STRATEGIC 0 N
§ COMMUNICATION & S [ ] Editorial
S INITIATIVES [ ] cotumn
w SERVICE uSlneSS Or 1of2 D Opinion

Page D Feature Article

Metro Clark expands landfill capacity

August 2, 2022 | 12:02 am

\—

METRO CLARK

Waste Management

METRO CLARK Waste Management Corp. (MCWM) announced that it completed its
expansion project at its landfill facility in Kalangitan in Clark, Pampanga as part of its efforts to
meet the country’s growing waste disposal requirements.

“The country’s first engineered sanitary landfill was expanded to fulfil MCWM'’s mission to
provide world-class waste disposal services to more cities, municipalities, and industrial clients
in Central Luzon. The company pointed out that all projections by both local and foreign experts
show that the volume of Philippine waste will continue to increase, and already exceeds the
total capacity of existing landfills in the country,” the firm said in a statement on Monday.

Citing a study by the Stockholm Resilience Center, MCWM said that the Philippines currently
ranks as the top contributor to plastic pollution in the oceans, putting the country among the
five largest producers of plastic waste worldwide.

“It is our job to monitor these studies and projections, and proactively plan accordingly. The
yearly increase in solid waste in the Philippines, while sobering, was expected. While recycling
and other trash reduction measures do help and must be done, there’s just so much waste that
the only solution is to expand,” MCWM Executive Vice-President and General Manager Victoria
E. Gaetos said.

“‘We made the decision to invest in this expansion even during the height of the COVID-19
(coronavirus disease 2019) pandemic because this is in the best interests of our clients, and
ultimately, of the communities we serve,” she added.

The expansion covered the development of seven more hectares within MCWM'’s 100-hectare
grounds. It will be used for municipal waste disposal, the addition of leachate treatment plants
for the proper eradication of waste by-products, and a new separate disposal cell for treated
industrial waste.

The company also acquired new vehicles, equipment, and other fixed facilities to increase
operational efficiency. The expansion will also allow the firm to dispose of its clients’ waste to
the same international standards and according to global best practices.

Ms. Gaetos added that the firm hopes to widen its coverage as more local government units
(LGUs) and industry players look for waste management solutions that are cost-effective,
efficient, and strictly compliant with the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act.
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MCWM is the country’s first engineered sanitary landfill. It is the exclusive developer of the
solid waste management system of the Clark Freeport and Special Economic Zone, including
New Clark City.

The 100-hectare landfill can handle up to 4,000 tons of waste per day, which services multiple
industries as well as over 150 LGUs including the cities of Pampanga, Bataan, Nueva Ecija,
and Pangasinan. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/08/02/465313/metro-clark-expands-
landfill-capacity/
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Ultra-fast fashion

THE so-called "ultra-fast
fashion"has won legions
of young trend-setting
fans who snap up rela-
tively cheap clothes on-
line amid surging infla-
tion, but the booming
genre masks darker en-
vironmental problems.

Britain's Boohoo, Chi-
na's Shein and Hong
Kong's Emmiol operate
the same internet-based
business model - produce
items and collections at
breakneck speed and
rock-bottom prices.

They are giving in-
tense competition to more
well-known “fast fashion”
chains with physical
stores, like Sweden's
Hé&M and Spain's Zara,

Youn%;mple under
the age of 25 — widely
known as Generation Z —
love placing multiple or-
ders for ultra-fast fashion,
which then arrive in the
post.

Greenpeace has, how-
ever, slammed the
"throwaway clothing"
phenomenon as y
wasteful, ing it takes
2,700 liters of water to
make one T-shirt that is
swiftly binned.

"Many of these cheap
clothes end up... on huge
dumpsites, burntonopen
fires, along riverbeds and
was‘hed out into the sea,
with severe consequenc-
esfor leand the plan-
et," the green pressure
gm‘t,nﬁ says.

otomhsof moun-
tains of shoddy clothing,
returned to the vendor or
dumped soon after pur-
chase, have gone viral,
highlighting the vast
amount of waste.

Demand for low-price

ts has neverthe-
soared due to de-
cades-high inflation,
while many Covid-hit
high-streets withbi
overheadcmﬂsswggl:ltg
compete.
And itis wildly popu-
lar: SHEIN generated $16
billion in global sales last

year, Bloomberg says.

Customers purchase
T-shirts for £4.0 ($4.80),
while bikinis and dresses
sell for as little as £8.0
apiece.

ForFrench high-school
student Lola, 18, wholives
in the city of Nancy,
SHEIN shopping has be-
come a cheap hol { :

The brand simply al-
lows her to follow the lat-
estirends "withoutspend-
ing an astronomical
amount”, she told AFP,
oblivious to the environ-
mental cost.

Customers post so-
called "haul" videos on-

line—w unwrap
st

That has boosted its
popularity on TikTok,
which is favored by teen-

m and yo adults,
on Instagram

YouTube.

OnTikTokalone, there
are 344 billion mentions
of the hashtag #SHEIN
Nhaul.

Brands extend their
reach via low-cost part-
nerships with a large

number of people on so-
cial media, to build trust
and increase sales.

Irish social-media in-
fluencer Marleen Gal-
lagher, 45, who works
with SHEIN and other
firms, praised them for
offering broader size
ranges than regular
stores.

Yet the industry has a
reputation for devouri
valuable resources an
damaging the environ-
ment.

Ultra-fast fashion com-
panies have also been
plagued by scandals over

ly poor working
m%smwfam
ries.
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DOST-PNRI official on going nuclear: ‘A lot more
are dying from air pollution’

Published August 1, 2022, 5:52 PM
by Dhel Nazario

The top official of the Department of Science and Technology-Philippine Nuclear Research
Institute (DOST-PNRI) reiterated on Monday, August 1 that nuclear power could offer the
country with the cleanest source of power at a lesser cost.

The Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) is seen during a tour around the BNPP compound in orong town, Bataan province.
(Reuters file)

During a Laging Handa Public Briefing, DOST-PNRI Director Carlo A. Arcilla stated that
nuclear power is the safest and cleanest large-scale energy available. He mentioned that
across the globe, there are 450 active nuclear power plants, approximately 100 of which
are in America, supplying 20 percent of its electricity needs minus the pollution.

“‘Ang daming namamatay dahil sa air pollution; ang namatay sa nuclear power accidents
kasama na po Fukushima at saka Chernobyl ay napakakaunti. So, kung unsafe iyong
nuclear, bakit may halos 100 na nasa Amerika? (A lot of are dying from air pollution; those
who died from nuclear power accidents including those in Fukushima and Chernobyl are
few in comparison. If nuclear power is unsafe, why is there 100 of it in America?),” Arcilla
explained.

He said that these plants have operated for more than 60 years and were given a license
to operate for 20 more.

He added that the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and other oil-rich countries also
have nuclear power plants. Now that the world is in a difficult situation because of the
problem in Russia, Arcilla mentioned that nuclear delivers high-energy density and energy
security.

The country’s current energy mix is composed of 60 percent coal which is imported mostly
from Indonesia and 20 percent from the Malampaya gas field. Arcilla suggested that nuclear
power can help in supplying the 20 percent presently supplied by the Malampaya gas field
which is fast depleting.

He said that the country has no choice since it has no coal and the Malampaya gas field is
depleting. So what’s important according to him, is to handle the energy mix responsibly
and put nuclear power in it.


https://mb.com.ph/author/dhel-nazario
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“Actually, renewables at nuclear can complement each other. Kaso ang problema kasi sa
wind and solar, variable siya, nakadepende siya kung maaraw o hindi, 30 percent lang ang
capacity factor niya unless, kailangan mo ng backup, unless mayroon kang battery na
mahal (Actually, renewables and nuclear can complement each other. Wind and solar
depend on the weather whether it's sunny or not and it only has a 30 percent capacity factor
unless you have an expensive battery),” Arcilla said in an earlier statement.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/08/01/dost-pnri-official-on-going-nuclear-a-lot-more-are-
dying-from-air-pollution/
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Mga residente ng Brgy. Lumbangan sa Batangas, apektado ng pagragasa ng
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Mga residente ng Brgy. Lumbangan sa Batangas, apektado ng pagragasa ng tubig mula sa
waste lagoon ng isang pabrika
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=r53Dh8PVpqal
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ccording to the National Map-
ping and Resource Informa-

tion Authority (NAMRIA), the
Philippines is made up of 7,641 islands,
which contain significant natural re-
sources. Despite the abundance of such

resources, the country is still in the early -

stages of exploiting these natural assets
to produce renewable and sustainable
energy. The main constraint appears to
be the lack of investment due to the high
cost of developing, producing, and sus-
taining renewable energy.

In his first State of the Nation Ad-
dress, President Ferdinand R. Marcos,
Jr. said renewable

OPINION

RE equipment must register with the De-
partment of Energy’s (DpE) Renewable
Energy Management Bureau (REMB)
They must secure and submit to the BIR
the DoE Certificate of Registration or the
DoE Certificate of Accreditation. Other
certifications required are the DoE Cer-
tificate of Endorsement (CoE), Registra-
tion with the Board of Investments (Bol),
and Certificate of Income Tax Holiday
(ITH) Entitlement (CE).

INCENTIVES FOR RE PROJECTS
AND ACTIVITIES
a. Income Tax Holiday. ITH of sev-
en years from the start

energy is at the top of LET,S TALK TAx of commercial opera-

his climate agenda. LORENZO MIGUELA.

The President called SORIANO
for increased use of hy-

tions (SCO) is provided
to existing RE Projects
and New investment

dropower, geothermal,

solar, and wind. The increased use of
renewables will help expand the power
supply to meet growing demand.

To help attract investment to re-
newable energy (RE), the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR) issued Revenue
Regulations (RR) No. 7-2022, setting
guidelines for the availment of fiscal
incentives under Republic Act (RA) No.
9513, otherwise known as the Renew-
able Energy Act of 2008.

The salient provisions of the RR are

Muped below.

CERTIFICATIONS/ACCREDITATIONS TO
AVAIL OF THE TAX INCENTIVE

RE Developers and manufacturers, fabri-
cators, and suppliers of locally produced

in RE Resources. RE
Developers undertaking discovery and
development of new RE resources dis-
tinct from their registered operations

a fresh ITH froil start of commercial
operations applies. For additional in-
vestment in RE projects, the ITH only
appheo to the income attributable to the

nergy and beyond

To avail of this incentive, the RE Devel-
_ oper must submit the following to the BIR:

1. Copy of the Certificate of Endorse-
ment issued by the DoE prior to the,
first year of its availment of the-lO%
corporate income tax rate;

2.Valid and subsisting renewable energy
service/operating contract and the cor-
responding Certificate of Registration; and

3. Sworn Undertaking attached to
the ITR stating that for the year of avail-
ment of the 10% corporate income tax
rate incentive, it has not been found
to have breached its obligations under
the renewable energy service/operating
contact and that it intends to pass on the
savings derived from this incentive in
the form of lower power rates. .

The RE Developer must also attach
to its ITR and submit to the BIR proof of
submission to the DoE and ERC of the
report, supported by technical and finan-
cial documents, in the years succeeding its
initial availment of the 10% incentive. To
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shaulg be from the operation and not
from the availment of incentives.

d. Accelerated Depreciation. If an
RE project fails to receive an ITH before
full operation, an RE Developer may ap-
ply for accelerated depreciation on its
plant, machinery and equipment that are
reasonably needed and used for the explo-
ration, development and utilization of RE
resources. Once applied, the project or its
expansions shall no longer be eligible to
avail of the ITH. The RE Developer is to

_ inform the BIR of availment of acceler-

ated depreciation instead of ITH.

e. Zero Percent VAT Rate. Sale of

power or fuel generated through RE sourc-
es is subject to 0% VAT. The local purchase
by RE Developers of goods, property, and
services needed for the development, con-
struction, and installation of power plant
facilities, and the whole process of explora-
tion and development of RE sources up to
its conversion of power, is subject to 0%
VAT. Accordingly, local suppliers of goods,
properties, and services of duly registered
RE developers should not pass on the 12%
VAT, provided, that the RE Developer pro-
vides a copy of its Bol and DoE registration
to avail of the VAT incentive.

f. Tax exemption of carbon cred-
its. All proceeds from the sale of carbon
emission credits are exempt from any
and all taxes.

INCENTIVES FOR
IIEMIAI.IZAIIOI

Sale of locally produced RE equipment
and components by accredited and reg-
istered DoE and Bol manufacturers, fab-

are subject to follow?ngmemﬁvq; A

1. VAT-free imports of components,
parts, and materials subject to condmom;_
2.ITH and exemption for seven years
starting from date of registration and
accreditation with DoE and Bol; and
3. VAT zero-rating on their transac-
tions with local suppliers of goods, prop-
erties, and services needed in the manu-
facture/fabrication of RE equipment.
By creating policies and guidelines for
availing of incentives, the RE industry

is encouraged to invest more in the re-

newable energy market. Considering the
uncertainty hanging over the price of oil,
the adverse impact of climate change, and
the increasing demand for electricity, it is
high time to shift the focus to maximizing
the use of natural resources to achieve
self-reliance in energy. Relying on renew-
able energy will not only save billions of
pesos; it can also save the country from

the catastrophic effects of climate change.

- Let’s Talk Tax is a weekly newspaper
column of P&A Grant Thornton that aims
to keep the public informed of various de-
velopments in taxation. This article is not
intended to be a substitute for competent

professional advice.

LORENZO MIGUEL A. SORIANO s
asenior in charge of Tax Advisory
& Compliance division of P&A
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Energy China pledges to plant 25K trees in PH
in 2022

August 1, 2022, 4:11 pm

COMMITMENT. Dai Longcai (2nd from right), project manager of Energy China in the Philippines, holds the company’s pledge of
commitment to join the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System’s (MWSS) annual “Million Trees” project in a ceremony
held at the La Mesa Nature Reserve in Quezon City on June 29, 2022. Energy China pledged to plant 25,000 trees in the
Philippines in 2022. (Contributed photo)

MANILA — Energy China has joined the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System’s
(MWSS) annual “Million Trees” project, vowing to plant 25,000 trees in the Philippines in 2022.

The Chinese firm made the promise to plant 25,000 trees during the signing of the pledge of
commitment ceremony held at the La Mesa Nature Reserve in Quezon City on June 29.

A total of 26 Chinese-funded companies operating in the Philippines also joined the event
where the MWSS officials introduced the “Million Trees” project to them.

The MWSS called on the Chinese and Philippine constructors to take part in and promote the
construction of ecological civilization, facilitate the Philippines’ reforestation efforts and jointly
create a liveable environment for future generations.

Over 30 representatives from Chinese enterprises in the Philippines, including Energy China,
jointly planted a tree at the La Mesa Nature Reserve to commemorate the ceremony and show
their determination to honor their promise to voluntarily plant trees.

They said Chinese enterprises in the Philippines will continue fulfilling their social responsibility
and actively take part in activities for afforestation, tending to and management of seedlings,
volunteer services, as well as other activities held near their project sites, so as to contribute to
the efforts to make the country’s skies bluer, mountains greener, water cleaner, and ecological
environment better.

Kicked off in 2017, the “Million Trees” project is aimed at realizing the government’s goal of
planting 10 million trees before the year 2030. (PR)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180274
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Birdwatching takes flight as eco-tourism
gains popularity in Philippines

Cristina Chi - Philstar.com August 1, 2022 | 7:41pm

This composite photo shows birding guides-in-training conduct birdwatching in Lower Tibolo, Sta. Cruz, Davao
Del Sur and apo myna.

MANILA, Philippines — The tough trails that lead to the summit of Mount Apo typically draw in
hikers and mountain climbers. But backpackers trekking rough terrain won'’t be the only tourists
navigating the Philippines’ highest peak for long if Julius Paner had his way.

Holding binoculars in one hand and a bird book in the other, the avid birder — people who
watch birds and make their identification a hobby — has enthused that birdwatching has “slowly
but surely gained popularity in the region.”

"Tourism nowadays is going back to basics. Ang mga tao really want to go outdoors. Wala na
gusto pumuntang malls every weekend. They want to go to forests,” Paner said. "It's important
to offer a lot of activities other than hiking and camping. Birdwatching can be a good
alternative.”

By allowing people to get to know magnified images of avian creatures big and small, the hobby
can even serve as a "catalyst" for conservation, described Paner, who himself began to
birdwatch in 2018 under the mentorship of expert birders from the Wild Bird Club of the
Philippines-Davao.

As pandemic fatigue makes tourists flock to green spaces, birdwatching has taken flight in
regions with plenty of natural attractions: from mountain ranges to lush forests. Local tourism
offices are grabbing the opportunity to promote the quietly loved activity to first-timers while
championing its potential to raise awareness of wildlife protection.

Citizen science or 'Pokemon Go'

Birdwatching, for the unfamiliar, seems like the naturalist’s "Pokemon Go." One uses binoculars
to look at and identify different bird species while listening to their calls. It can involve walking
and standing for long hours to catch a glimpse of elusive birds before they fly away.

But the hobby is far from being a passive (and boring) activity for citizen science. Lockdowns
during the COVID-19 pandemic led to a surge of first-time birdwatchers in the Philippines and
in other countries as people yearned for the outdoors. Some became rookie naturalists
overnight by observing the feathered friends literally pecking at them from their windows.



https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807493/cristina-chi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNk6AQhjhuM
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Birdsongs, which previously faded into the daily humdrum of life, suddenly became interesting,
and more people started to join Facebook groups like “Birdwatch Philippines Community” to
help them identify birds other than the house maya.

Birdwatching — which may be easy to dismiss as a pandemic quirk — has led to greater interest
among ecotourism lovers even after lockdown restrictions eased, Birding
Philippines webmaster Adrian Constantino said.

"With more sites opening up, yung mga dati na confined to backyard birding they are starting
to go out more. Social media is a big help," said the bird guide and naturalist.

Paner said that it’s about time that local tourism offices whose regions house plenty of endemic
birds embrace the activity as a tourist attraction.

"In the Philippines, we have around 700 species of birds. We are one of the most biodiverse
countries for birds, and only a few people are going into it," Paner said.

Rather than asking why more local government units should promote birdwatching to tourists,
Paner said the more important question is: why not?

"We have been receiving a lot of people from England [and other countries] in Europe who do
birdwatching in the Philippines. Our endemic birds are considered one of the best and most
sought after by birdwatchers," he added. "It's high time we take advantage of that."

Aside from being home to the Philippine Eagle, one of the world’s most majestic birds of prey,
the Philippines has more than 200 endemic bird species that are arguably just as beautiful and
majestic. Some of these are the Rufous Hornbill, which may appear as a Pokemon-looking bird
for fans of the franchise, the Philippine Fairy-bluebird, which looks like a character straight out
of a Disney movie and the Yellow-breated Fruit Dove, whose plumage is splashed by bright
and striking colors.

Rufous Hornbill

Mount Apo itself hosts the Apo Myna, a large glossy-black bird with a yellow circle around its
eye, and the Turquoise Flycatcher, a bright turquoise-blue bird with a white belly.

It's also only one of the many bird species that Paner and a team of ten birdwatching guides
studied in a three-day training session to revitalize their local tourism’s birdwatching activities.
With assistance from the Provincial Tourism Office of Davao del Sur, mountain guides of Sta.
Cruz’ Tourism Office hunkered down to study the various birds in the area and the proper
handling of binoculars from June 16 to 18 to assist birders for future birding tours.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/651615308814159
https://ebird.org/species/eutspa
https://www.facebook.com/birdingphilippines
https://www.facebook.com/birdingphilippines
https://www.tatlerasia.com/culture/arts/endemic-birds-in-the-ph
https://ebird.org/species/rufhor1
https://ebird.org/species/phifab1
https://ebird.org/species/ybfdov2?siteLanguage=en_PH
https://ebird.org/species/apomyn2
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Paner got the idea to train mountain guides into birdwatching guides after two birdwatchers in
Manila called him to ask for assistance in climbing Mt. Apo — not to see the summit, but to see
the birds on the trail, Paner quipped.

Because birding on narrow trails can be difficult even for old-timers, birdwatchers in the area
typically hire a birding guide, Paner said.

"I am myself a birdwatcher and can guide them. But what if I'm busy? Wala akong
mapapasahan. There’s this indicator already that birdwatching will somehow be the next activity
of ecotourism, so we did the training," Paner added.

Sta. Cruz Tourism

‘Q about a month ago
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Livelihood and biodiversity protection

Birding can also generate more livelihood opportunities while lending a hand toward biodiversity
protection, Paner added. Sta. Cruz Tourism Office’s birdwatching guides, for instance, also
double as patrollers who monitor and assess threats to local biodiversity such as illegal logging.

"Somehow in terms of conservation, malaki ang papel ng tour guides, especially when they
become aware of the floral and fauna na dun lang makikita," he added. "We are lucky enough
to have a huge forest area in Mount Apo. We intend to keep it that way."

Places with lesser-known eco-sites are also jumping on the opportunity to train eco-guides.
The tourism office of Palayan City in Nueva Ecija, for instance, devoted one whole day out of
a seven-day training in June on ecoguiding towards identification of flora and fauna.

"Palayan City is a landlocked city. Wala siyang large bodies of water na macoconsider namin
as tourism attraction. More on mountains and farmlands. So we specifically requested the
Ecoguiding Training from [the Department of Tourism Central Luzon] para mas appropriate sya
sa constituents namin,” said Princess Camacho, tourism officer of Palayan City.

More than 20 Aeta and Igorot participants joined the training sessions facilitated by the local
government of Palayan City, which Camacho said would hopefully lead to an opportunity for
them to work as official tour guides of the city.

“One of the reasons why we chose [indigenous people] as participants is that they are the ones
who live near mountains and semi-forests. Sila ang nakatira doon, sila ang mas nakakaalam,
at sila yung all the more kailangan mabigyan ng acknowledgment since they are the ones who
protect the place,” Ca ho added.

4 e b |r ing.

Constantino, who facilitated the training on birding and wildlife appreciation, said that he had
banked on the locals’ knowledge of the birds in training them to be birding guides. In just two
hours, they saw at least 40 species, according to his estimates.

While Paner said that birdwatching may not be everyone’s cup of tea, he hopes that more local
tourism offices introduce the hobby alongside promoting usual activities like mountain climbing
and hiking. Aside from its benefits to the local economy, the hobby can also inspire more people
to protect endangered species of birds and their habitats, he said.

"Sa 100 na mountain climbers, kahit 5% lang sa kanila maging birder, OK na ako," Paner said.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/01/2199546/birdwatching-takes-flight-
eco-tourism-gains-popularity-philippines
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Inconvenient facts about climate change
theology and the climate agenda

First of a series
By Yen Makabenta August 2, 2022

First word

| AM asked by readers and fellow skeptics (on the climate apocalypse and the climate change
movement) to comment on a privilege speech delivered by Sen. Loren Legarda at the Senate
last Tuesday, July 26.

She tackled in one swoop the twin challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic and the eschatological
climate crisis.

The senator beat her Senate colleagues to the draw in winning the distinction of delivering the
very first privilege speech in the Senate of the 19th Congress.

This July 25, 2022 file photo shows Sen. Loren Legardahposmg for plciure ahead of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s first State
of the Nation Address at the Batasang Pambansa in Quezon City. PHOTO BY RENE H. DILAN

Two crises

In her speech, Senator Legarda urged the national government (both the President and the
legislature) to match the aggressive program to promote full national recovery from the
pandemic with an equally determined pouring of funds and effort into the fight against climate
change.

| shall quote her words lest | misrepresent her thinking:

"As we pull ourselves up from the pandemic, we must also put in the forefront of our collective
awareness how we should deal with the graver and irreversible impacts of the climate crisis.

"We are obviously living in challenging times of climatic changes that are unparalleled over
thousands to millions of years.

"More troubling is that the Philippines ranked fourth among countries most affected by long-
term climate change, according to the 2021 Global Risk Index. This is all the more reason for
us to accelerate our efforts in climate action, paralleling our fight with this pandemic.


https://www.manilatimes.net/author/yen-makabenta
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/01/2199546/birdwatching-takes-flight-eco-tourism-gains-popularity-philippines
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/01/2199546/birdwatching-takes-flight-eco-tourism-gains-popularity-philippines
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"Only through a climate pathway can we truly recover in a resilient and sustainable manner. As
concluded in the Paris Agreement, among others, all countries must commit to limiting global
warming by 1.5 degrees Celsius. In order to achieve this, a net-zero global economy must be
targeted worldwide by reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 45 percent by 2030, or
by 7.6 percent every year from 2020 to 2030, to reach net zero by 2050.

"We are committed to support this global goal through our Nationally Determined Contribution,
which intends to avoid and cut emissions to 75 percent by 2030 and modernize our carbon-
intensive sectors on agriculture, waste, industry, transport and energy.

"We believe that climate-resilient development is the right path to improving the lives of our
vulnerable population, while also unlocking our potential for green growth."

She recited all the familiar nostrums and warnings of the climate change movement.

There can be no doubting her bona fides in worshiping in the church of climate change, and in
marching to save the planet.

But there are also holes in the climate movement and its proposed policies that should be
explained before Congress and the executive rush to place our country on the frontlines of the
global fight against climate change.

Climate change agenda weaknesses

My chief comment on this screed on climate change is to enumerate innumerable inconvenient
facts in the climate change movement and contrarian developments in climate policymaking
that are now unraveling amid the global food and energy crises.

It was the late Washington Post columnist and author Charles Krauthammer who characterized
climate change theory and belief as "the church of global warming." In his book, Things That
Matter (Crown Forum, New York, 2013). He wrote:

"Predictions of catastrophe depend on models. Models depend on assumptions about complex
planetary systems — from ocean currents to cloud formation — that no one fully understands.
Which is why the models are inherently flawed and forever changing. The doomsday scenarios
posit a cascade of events, each with a certain probability. The multiple improbability of their
simultaneous occurrence renders all such predictions entirely speculative.”

The late British prime minister Margaret Thatcher pointedly titled a brief section in her book
Statecraft (Harper, New York, 2002), "Hot air and global warming."

Other notables labeled global warming or climate change a "travesty" (George Will), a "hoax"
(Cal Thomas) and "science fiction" (Sen. Jim Inhofe).

The name-calling and putdowns are dispiriting, but tougher still are the serious lapses in the
theory and the movement of climate change that serious analysts have pointed out.

And these, | submit, must be brought to the attention of Congress and answered before our
legislators move to legislate actions to mitigate or adapt to climate change.

Legarda's rhetoric will not be enough. Her proposals must weather serious scrutiny and debate,
including a Senate inquiry.

In order of seriousness, | list down the following as vulnerabilities of the entire climate change
agenda. These are:

1. The continuing struggle of climate change theory and belief to find a name that it can stick
to.


https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/01/2199546/birdwatching-takes-flight-eco-tourism-gains-popularity-philippines
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/08/01/2199546/birdwatching-takes-flight-eco-tourism-gains-popularity-philippines
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2. The retreat to silence of Nobel Peace laureate Al Gore and acknowledged pope of global
warming. The former US vice president has gone into the climate movement and debate. He
seems to have nothing more to say about climate change.

3. The authoritarian threat of President Joe Biden to declare a climate emergency, and his
subsequent retreat from the initiative.

4. The publication and release of two opinion polls in the US that show the great majority of the
American people do not rate climate as a major concern. In one poll, climate ranked last.

5. The growing reversal of the gains in the loud campaign against fossil fuels and for renewable
energy. The US media now report a comeback by both coal power and nuclear energy. The
American people long for the return of their fossil fuel economy.

6. The global sentiment against green inflation, as the green agenda is increasingly perceived
as the chief cause of runaway inflation today.

7. The testimony of many scientists, some of whom worked in the UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), that there is to date no scientific evidence to prove the case of the
climate change movement.

Religion in search of a name
First, the alarmist community cannot even agree on what to call the problem.

As the would-be high priestess of climate change in the Philippines, Senator Legarda needs to
explain a striking phenomenon: climate change advocates and believers are still struggling up
to now to find a name for their theology and church.

Their adherents in the media are bewildered by the frequent change in name for a problem that
is supposed to be existential and will herald the end of the world.

In the beginning, the problem was called "inadvertent climate modification."

Then it became "global warming."

From global warming, they then decided to substitute "climate change."

And now there is a move to drop "climate change" and replace it with "climate emergency."

Ed Henry of Fox News mocked the science community's terminology on man-made climate
change.

"Before it was 'global warming', then it was 'climate change', now maybe 'extreme weather'?"
he observed. "The left keeps rolling out new terms but pushing the same agenda change. Why
do they keep shifting the language?"

However, climate change, which references the overall impact on the planet as a result of
human carbon emissions, is not the same thing as global warming, a term used to describe the
increased temperature on the earth's surface as one effect from climate change. In the 1970s,
the term "inadvertent climate modification" was used to refer to the impact of increased carbon
dioxide on the planet, but the science community shifted from that phrase after realizing the
changes are no longer inadvertent since awareness of the effects had grown.

Radio host Mike Slater believes he has the real answer though, as he told Henry progressives
are changing terms "because they are not winning the argument.”

"That's what the left does when they don't win the argument, they change the words," he said.
"Alien’, to 'illegal immigrants’, to 'undocumented’, and now 'Dreamers’, right?"
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The term “climate change" was first suggested by Republican adviser Frank Luntz who
reportedly penned a memo to President George W. Bush that advised using the new term over
the then more threatening term, "global warming."

The latest development in this name-changing saga is the move of Scientific American in 2021
to drop the term "climate change" and replace it with "climate emergency," a term that they feel
IS more appropriate for the state of the planet and humanity.

Comparing Earth's environmental concerns to medical situations that require 911 help, senior
editor Mark Fischetti said there was no mistaking the planet is in an emergency of its own.
"...you have the biggest environmental emergency to beset the Earth in millennia: climate
change."

"Journalism should reflect what science says: the climate emergency is here," he said.

The magazine joins Columbia Journalism Review, The Nation, The Guardian, Noticias
Telemundo, Al Jazeera, Japan's Asahi Shimbun and La Repubblica of Italy in making the
change in terminology.

"The planet is heating up way too fast. It's time for journalism to recognize that the climate
emergency is here," their statement read in part. "This is a statement of science, not politics."

"Why 'emergency'? Because words matter. To preserve a livable planet, humanity must take
action immediately," the publication continued.

The statement said the decision was spurred in part by the media's use of "emergency" when
covering the coronavirus pandemic.

If climate change is passé, what is Senator Legarda going to do now? (To be continued on
Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022)yenobserver@gmail.com

Inconvenient facts about climate change theology and the climate agenda

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/08/02/opinion/columns/inconvenient-facts-about-
climate-change-theology-and-the-climate-agenda/1853113
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Visitors to the world's tallest tree face $5,000 fines

(CNN) — Hyperion, certified by Guinness World Records as the world's tallest living tree, is
officially off-limits to visitors.

California's Redwood National Park issued a statement last week that anyone who is caught
near the tree can face up to six months in jail and a $5,000 fine.

The tree, which is deep in the park and has no trails leading to it, has faced serious
environmental degradation from thrill-seekers who have visited since 2006, when it was found
by a pair of naturalists.

The coast redwood (sequoia sempervirens) tree is 115.92 meters (380 feet) tall and its name
is derived from Greek mythology -- Hyperion was one of the Titans and the father of sun god
Helios and moon goddess Selene.

Hyperion's trunk diameter is 4.84 meters (13 feet).

"Hyperion is located off trail through dense vegetation and requires heavy '‘bushwhacking' in
order to reach the tree," reads a statement on the national park's website.

"Despite the difficult journey, increased popularity due to bloggers, travel writers, and websites
of this off-trail tree has resulted in the devastation of the habitat surrounding Hyperion," the
statement says. "As a visitor, you must decide if you will be part of the preservation of this
unique landscape - or will you be part of its destruction?"

Leonel Arguello, the park's Chief of Natural Resources, told news site San Francisco Gate that
the area has limited cellphone and GPS service, which means it can be very challenging to
rescue any lost or injured hikers in the area.

In addition to erosion and damage caused at the base of the tree, there are secondary issues
that come from an influx of people.

"There was trash, and people were creating even more side trails to use the bathroom. They
leave used toilet paper and human waste -- it's not a good thing," Arguello said.

Human visitors are not the only risk to these giant trees.
Wildfires are a growing concern throughout California's national parks.

In 2021, officials at Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks took extreme measures to
protect some of the world's biggest trees from fire.


https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/tallest-tree-living
https://www.nps.gov/redw/planyourvisit/hyperion.htm
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/You-are-no-longer-allowed-to-visit-the-world-s-17340455.php
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/sequoias-wrapped-knp-complex-fire-trnd/index.html
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General Sherman, considered the world's largest tree -- determined by density not height, as it
is shorter than Hyperion -- was wrapped in an "aluminum-based burn-resistant material" akin
to tinfoil as a way to keep it safe during the devastating KNP Complex Fire.

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/hyperion-tree-redwood-national-park/index.html
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Heat waves: Kanluran
inihaw sa katotohanan

HlNDibasumunhhMmkakapao summer sa
Europe, Nammmmmmmmmmm
matay ang heat waves ng mabhigit isang libo sa Portugal
at isang dosena sa Spain. Daan-daan ang naospital sa
Britain, Netherlands at Scandinavia nang pumalo sa ma-
higit 40° C ang temperatura. Sabay-sabay ang maraming

Natauhan ang Kanluran sa katotohanan ng climate
change. Ngayon lang nila dinanas ang ganitong nakakada-

tationg

mummummmm
sila naprito. Naging usap-usapan sa mga pamilya ang ma-
samang epekto ng carbon emissions. Inaasahang uulit-ulit
ito sa mga darating na taon.

Sa mga bansang malapit sa equator, tulad ng Pilipinas,
dekada nang umaangal sa global warming. Ang epekto
rbqhbbmhglwodhcmo Hindi na malaman ng mga

-.-Jz-....» a2 5 =

ang

dulot ng bagong

wmubymm:hd ang mga tao.
Mahihirap : bansang malapit sa equator.

sa Kanluran. Kaya walang ng air-con ang Asians,

Africans at South may air-con man sila,

maraming ang makokonsumo
paragmmanghmtoualr-epnunm Lalong wasak
ang kalikasan
Sa Kmlnnn ang malalaking industriya—malalaking
suh:hngdobdmﬁu. Mas maraming pabrika, kotse,

———

SAPOL... Muia pahinas
gusali at kagamitan sa bahay msulangkﬁsis Slnaku-
na gumugugol ng petrolyo, milos na sila.

nagpapausok, at nagpa-
painit:;Gusto ng Kanluran
magtiis ang mas malaking
populasyon sa equator
para komportable sila. Nga-
yon batid nila na maski
nagtitiis ang iba, hagip na
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR EXPLORATION PERMIT OF
CAVDEAL-CAVITE IDEAL INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Nofice is hereby given pursuant to Section 78 of Department of Environment and

Natural Resource Administrative Order (DAO) No. 2010-21, the Consolidated
Rufes and Ragulations of Republic Act No. 7842, otherwise known as

the Phitippine Mining Act of 19907, that CAVDEAL-Cavite ideal internastionsl

Construction and

Brgy. Troce Martires

Pormit describad, as

i
i

IV.  Description of the Applied Area

Size: The

4619¢10000

B. Rastrictions
The applied area shall be subject to Section 15 ("Areas Closed to Mining
Section 16 ("Ancestral ond Section 105 {"Entry

o Lands®) of DAQ No, 2010-21, and Section 4 of DAO No. 2012-07, as

amended, which among others, that:

a The areas are closed to mining ; areas covered
by vaild exdsting old growthAdngin
foresis, prociaimed watershed forest reserves, protected areas and
other areas expressly prohiblied by law,

Dﬂﬂmm‘mm:-rmm“
Protected Areas Systemn. "
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3 Detaiiad Geological Mspping
Detalled geciogical mapping shall be concentrated in aress where
slgnificant extansion of known mineraiization is siready identified in the

Deifling types & minimurn of 16 driit holee will be sink
drifl m.,'m size o ereas warnnted for wm
be usad for easier mobilization, o A

&mm

All sampies (0 be colected in the forgolng expiomation activities shall be
forwarded 10 & competent and DENR Accradited Geotesting Laboratory
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Any and af persons mmm mmmuh
- M
should be fled within mcsmmmumauammhmm
(RO) No. IV-CALABARZON or through any Community Environment and
Environment and Natural Resources Office
No. WV-CALABARZON for purposes of its
Mnhwummnhwaummw

claims, protest or oppostion should be accomplished in
accordance with Sectiuns 203 and 204 of DAO No 2010-21 and a copy thereof shall
hmnuwmmmm
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Daily average of Covid-19 cases from July 25-31
up by 24%

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor August 1, 2022, 4:51 pm

MANILA — The country's daily average of coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases went up
by 24 percent from July 25 to 31, the Department of Health (DOH) reported Monday.

From 2,791 per day from July 18 to 24, the number of Covid-19 cases reached 3,443 daily from
July 25 to 31.

The latest case bulletin showed that there were 24,100 new cases and one verified death in
the recent week.

For the same period, 44 cases were added to the tally of severe and critical infections, which
went up to 744 from the previous week’s 666.

Only 23.3 percent or 601 out of the 2,583 intensive care unit (ICU) beds are in use, while 29.5
percent or 6,505 of 22,051 non-ICU beds are utilized.

To date, about 71,700,612 or 91.81 percent of the country’s target population (78,100,578) are
vaccinated against Covid-19, including 77.87 percent of 8,721,357 senior citizens.

As of July 31, a total of 16,215,466 have received booster shots out of the total 71,700,612 who
are fully vaccinated.

Over the weekend, the DOH said it was confident in the accuracy of case reporting and
surveillance performed by its units.

While the antigen test results are not yet counted in the case reports, the DOH said they are
being monitored through the Regional Epidemiology and Surveillance Units which track the
compliance of antigen test reporting from local government units and health facilities.

The agency said Covid-19 hospitals beds and intensive care unit utilization rates stay low
despite an observed increase in cases. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1180323
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24,100 bagong COVID-19 cases naitala mula
Hulyo 25-31

Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa August 2, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Mula Hulyo 25 hanggang 31 o sa loob ng isang linggo ay nakapagtala
ang Department of Health (DOH) ng 24,100 na bagong kaso ng COVID-19 sa bansa

Ang average na bilang ng bagong kaso kada araw ngayong linggo ay nasa 3,443 mas mataas
ng 24 porsyento kung ikukumpara sa mga kaso noong Hulyo 18 Hanggang 24.

Sa mga bagong kaso ,76 sa mga ito ang may malubha at kritikal na karamdaman, habang
mayroon namang haitalang 44 na pumanaw at wala sa mga ito ang naganap noong Hulyo 18
Hanggang 31. Noong ika-31 ng Hulyo, mayroong 744 na malubha at kritikal na pasyente na
naka-admit sa mga ospital dahil sa COVID-19 at sa 2,583 ICU beds para sa mga pasyente ng
may COVID-19 ay 601 o 23.3 porsyento ang okupado.

Samantala, 29.5 porsyento naman ng 22,051 non-ICU COVUD-19 beds ang kasalukuyang
ginagamit.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/08/02/2199689/24100-
bagong-covid-19-cases-naitala-mula-hulyo-25-31
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‘Household risk’ for COVID-19

POINT OF VIEW - Dr. Susan Mercado - The Philippine Star August 2, 2022 | 12:00am

Ask anyone who has caught COVID-19 in recent weeks about how they got it. They are likely
to say “it entered my household.” They will also tell you that some had mild or no symptoms,
and others in the family were incapacitated for a few days and continued to have symptoms
way over the seven-day isolation.

We sighed with relief when we found out that Omicron BA.5 results in less severe symptoms
compared to the other variants; however it is highly transmissible. While that sounded better,
in reality what has happened is that people have been programmed to think less about what
could happen to their families, and more about their individual risk.

Using the principle of “individual risk” is a Western notion in public health prevention. This is
probably because Western societies are individualistic. Western public health prevention
programs — that we tend to copy — focus on what “a person should do” to stay healthy. But in
our context in Asia and the Pacific, prevention must be grounded in collective action and “taking
care of each other” — rather than just “taking care of myself.” This is why approaches to public
health prevention that rely on the principles of “individual behavior change” have not resulted
in better public health outcomes for the public health challenges of the Philippines today.

Take tuberculosis for example. We have at least a million active cases every year, with about
70 deaths every day. We have gotten to this disastrous level of tuberculosis using an individual
risk approach. When we diagnose one person with tuberculosis, shouldn’t our health teams
check the whole family, look at household ventilation and nutrition, even check the workplace?
No, we just treat the individual patients — and send them back to the conditions that made them
sick in the first place.

Take hypertension as another example. A fourth of the adult population, possibly 17 million
Filipinos, are hypertensive. This does not include 32 percent of those with hypertension who
drop dead without knowing their blood pressure. Then there are the 5 million Filipinos who
know they have hypertension, but take no medications. The yearly deaths from heart attacks
are estimated at 100,000 that translate to roughly 274 deaths per day. When we have a death
from a heart attack, shouldn’t we be taking everyone’s blood pressure in the family? Should we
not be educating entire households about reducing salt and fat in the family meals? Should we
not be encouraging household physical activity and recreation in groups?

Against this backdrop of co-morbidities from tuberculosis and hypertension — not to mention
diabetes, asthma, cancer and the like — should we not be educating our people about
household risk to COVID-19?

A big and resounding yes to minimum public health standards — mask wearing, social
distancing, staying home when one is sick, handwashing. We already know that. But we need
a household risk approach in our public health communication for Omicron BA.5 because of its
high transmissibility.

Families need to understand their “household risk” and take care of each other, because of the
co-morbidities that run into millions, and the presence of seniors in the home who are
unvaccinated and at risk because of their age, and when there are children below the age of
six — as Dr. John Wong of Epimetrics has recently reported — who have higher severe COVID
and death rates compared to other age groups of children.


https://www.philstar.com/columns/136581
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1807521/dr-susan-mercado
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In 2021, WHO published guidelines on family approach; but in the context of Asia and the
Pacific and its many informal settlements and poor housing conditions where multiple families
live in under one roof, a household approach is more appropriate.

What are your household risks for COVID-19 when the variant is highly transmissible? The
more of these you have in your living quarters, the greater your household risk: unvaccinated
adults; unvaccinated children; seniors who refuse vaccination; adults who refuse boosters; a
health worker who sees patients; an employee who uses public transportation; young adults
who go to crowded areas; poorly ventilated house; cramped living conditions; working adults
who refuse to stay home when they are sick; refusal to wear a mask at home when symptoms
occur; household helpers who go home on weekends; anyone in the household who does not
inform the others of possible exposure.

The way to survive this new wave of Omicron BA.5 is for the household to make sure that every
eligible person is fully vaccinated and boosted. This has got to be a collective effort. We need
to be responsible for each other — including the seniors who are refusing the shots. You are
only as safe as the people you live with. If you answered yes to any of the above, it is time to
have a household meeting and discuss your collective risk.

Omicron BA.5 is contagious and is notorious for “immune escape” — vaccination and previous
infection is NOT a guarantee that you cannot get it. However, if you are fully vaccinated the
likelihood of severe disease is minimal.

So why not just let everyone get infected and develop natural immunity? Well, the more this
virus reproduces, the greater the chances it will mutate further. And who knows what the next
mutation will be like?

| caught COVID-19 a few weeks ago from a household exposure. I've evaded this nasty bug in
the community for more than two years through all the things an individual must do. But when
it entered my household, there was very little | could do. | had fever, chills and vomiting. Couldn’t
get up for a few days. Couldn’t eat. | have recovered well. But now into my fourth week, |
occasionally feel a little weak and wonder what would have happened if | had not been fully
vaccinated and fully boosted.

What WHO calls the “wall of immunity” has to start in your household. It is your responsibility
to see to it that everyone is vaccinated and boosted and following minimum health standards.
The consequences of continuing with an individual approach to risk are unthinkable — but we
are headed in that direction unless we all reduce our household risk.

* * %

Dr. Susan Mercado is co-chair of the National Panel of Technical Experts of the Climate
Change Commission and adjunct faculty, National Institutes of Health, University of the
Philippines, Manila.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/08/02/2199569/household-risk-covid-19
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Healthcare Utilization (as of July 31, 2022)

23.3% 744

Non-ICU Bed Utilization ICU Bed Utilization Severe and Critical Admissions

6,505 out of 22,051 601 out of 2,583 9.2% of total
non-ICU beds used ICU beds used COVID-19 admissions

Vaccination Accomplishment (as of July 31, 2022)

Q QA: Fully Vaccinated Individuals
% Coverage of % Coverage of 71,700,612

Target Population* Target A2 Population** +154,257 vaccinated on Jul 25 to Jul 31

Individuals with Booster/Additional Dose
91.81x 77.87% 16,215,466

el e I ‘2121 vaccinated on Jul 23to i 31

# COVID-19 Cases (as of July 31,2022)

(added on Jul 25 to Jul 31)

A e~ Weekly Cases by Onset Date of lliness
+24’1 00 (From January 2020 to present)

Daily Average Cases = 3,443 200K
(24% higher than cases on Jul 18 to Jul 24)

Severe and Deaths Verified
Critical Cases During The Past Week

+76 . ....h.......||||"||||III||IlIIII"IIHllhlIn. |’\| i

(0.32% of new cases) (0 deaths occured on s y B
Jul 18 to Jul 31) DJFMAMJ SONDJFMAM J
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*Target population refers to 70% of the total population (78,100,578 individuals)
**Target A2 population refers to 85% of the total Senior Citizen population(8,721,357 individuals)

DOH HOSPITAL HOTLINES DOH TELEMEDICINE CONTACT DETAILS
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For health concerns and emergencies, you may acces €3 bitly/DOHTelomedicine

here the DOH hospital hotlines across the country:

Trg — SeeYouDoc Telimed and Medgate HealthNow
t talHot
seeyoudoc.com medgate.ph/shop/telimedplan/purchase @ healthnow.ph/

© SeeYoubDoc help@healthnow.ph
DOH ONE HOSPITAL COMMAND CENTER e e O HealthNow
] medcheck.com.ph/find-a-doctor/SeeYouDoc
(OHCC) HOTLINES
konsulta.md
+ 1555 « 0957777777 © KonsultaMD TelAventusMD
« 02-886-505-00 « 0919-977-3333 TelAventusMD@aventusmedical.comph
CloudPx © TelAventusMD

May tanong ukol sa COVID-197
S Take care of your mental health! -chat na sl KIRA!

MZUCUE @ healthypilipinas.ph DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY VIBER: Kira Kontra COVID by DOH

ilipinas P Gooseriey | 8 Aop siore NI rocation MESSENGER: Department of Health PH
KONTRACOVIDPH: kontracovid.ph
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gb9TV-mZng8

© MANILA BAYWALK DOLOMITE BEACH
MANILA BAY MALA FIESTA LANG SA DOLOMITE BEACH!HIINDI ININDA NG

MGA MERON ANG INIT! Miz July

1,755 views... 5 115 GJ DISLIKE > SHARE & CLIP =+ SAVE

q’ Miz July SUBSCRIBE
3 852K subscribers

Manila Bay Update July 31,2022
maraming salamat po, keep safe everyone
#Denr

SHOW MORE
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmg53u0loWo

MANILA BAY UPDATE AUGUST 1.2022
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BOSS MAR!_{}N OCAMPO VLOG JOIN SUBSCRIBE
6.83K subscribers

SHOW MORE
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u8QgKd7dEq

Manila Bay Update: August 1, 2022

1,739 views... 5 87 CJ DISLIKE > SHARE 3£ CLIP =+ SAVE ...

PINOY BLDQGER PH JOIN SUBSCRIBE
34 6K subscribers

SHOW MORE
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLv38AsJ3Z0

#manilabay Fdolomitebeach

Manila Bay Update: August 1, 2022
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmnErPL90zU

MANILA BAY UPDATE: AUGUST 1 2022 HINDI INAASAHAN NA MAKITA ITO SA
MANILA BAY!

181views - Aug1,2022 L 25 CJ DISLIKE ) SHARE 3¢ CLIP =+ SAVE ...

@ UNLADTV SUBSCRIBE
4 28K subscribers

This video is a daily update on the on-going rehabiltation of MANILA BAYWALK DOLOMITE
BEACH SAND Project.

SHOW MORE
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