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Biz owners urged to boost climate change mitigation 

efforts 
 April 24, 2022, 7:06 pm 

 

MANILA – Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim 
O. Sampulna has urged businesses to step up efforts in switching to sustainable actions to 
combat the effects of climate change and environmental destruction in celebration of the Earth 
Day on April 22. 

With this year’s theme “#InvestInOurPlanet,” Sampulna encouraged manufacturing companies, 
food businesses, and market vendors to join efforts to minimize the use of non-biodegradable 
and single-use plastics for packaging, which are the major contributor to the country’s residual 
and solid waste. 

In a statement on Saturday, Sampulna emphasized that small actions, such as recycling and 
re-using materials, are helpful, but industries should also take part as they are also producers 
of plastic waste. 

“Using small plastic packaging like sachets and plastic bottles is still rampant in our country 
today. I am urging all manufacturing firms to come up with their own recovery project where 
they will retrieve and buy back these plastic wastes from their consumers for cash or even food 
items like rice and groceries,” he said. 

Likewise, the DENR chief called on food companies to switch to food packaging that is reusable 
or biodegradable, as these wastes, when not properly disposed of, end up in creeks, rivers, 
and oceans. 

“I am appealing to our restaurants and food businesses not to use plastic utensils, styrofoam 
materials and single-use plastic containers. Instead, use eco-friendly or reusable food 
packages,” Sampulna said. 

He encouraged market vendors and small store owners to change their customary ways of 
packaging retail items using single-use plastics, which include placing cooking oil, condiments 
such as vinegar and soy sauce, in plastic for “tingi” or retail purchases. 

He recommended the use of old newspapers and magazines for wrapping dried fish instead of 
using plastics. 

“I suggest that when the public buys from your stores, ask or encourage them to bring reusable 
bags and containers,” Sampulna said. 
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 “I suggest that when the public buys from your stores, ask or encourage them to bring reusable 
bags and containers,” Sampulna said. 

“This Earth Day 2022, I urge both businesses and individuals to rethink the customary ways on 
how to sell and consume products. Let us all take sustainable actions to heal the planet Earth,” 
he pointed out. 

Earth Day, celebrated annually on April 22, is a global movement where over 190 countries 
take part through the promotion of sustainable environmental actions and behavioral change. 

This year, the DENR celebrated Earth Day highlighted by the recognition of four DENR 
environmental heroes or workers of the department who have dedicated their lives to protecting 
the environment. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172823  
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DENR donates land to RITM 
Rhodina Villanueva - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna signed on April 8 a deed of conveyance for a parcel of land, which 

will be turned over to the RITM. 
twitter.com / DENROfficial 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is set 

to turn over more than 9,000 square meters of land to the Research Institute for Tropical 

Medicine (RITM) under the Department of Health. 

Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna signed on April 8 a deed of conveyance for a 

parcel of land, which will be turned over to the RITM. 

“This is the DENR’s contribution to the RITM to further advance its research work and prepare 

to address the pandemic and other health crisis that may happen in the future,” Sampulna said. 

The 9,077-square-meter property is adjacent to the RITM facility in Alabang, Muntinlupa. 

RITM director Celia Carlos thanked the DENR and Land Management Bureau chief Emelyne 

Talabis for the land donation, noting that one of the facility’s problems was the lack of space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/25/2176482/denr-donates-land-ritm  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
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Application process for ECCs classified as 20-day 
transaction 
April 24, 2022 | 6:09 pm 

 
TWITTER.COM / DENROFFICIAL 

THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said the online 

application process for an Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) has been simplified 

with a goal of generating approvals or rejections after 20 working days. 

The 20-day deadline is in line with the recommended processing time for “highly technical 

transactions” under the Ease of Doing Business Law (Republic Act 11032). 

The 20-day category also includes projects that pose a risk to public health, safety, or morals, 

or activities that run counter to public policy. 

In a memorandum circular, the DENR said the new online procedure applies to projects for 

which proponents must submit documents listed in the Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) 

checklist. 

“Since 2015, no updating of procedures and requirements of the established ECC online 

system has been made,” the DENR said. 

The ECC is a key document that must be obtained before undertaking major projects. It 

includes an assessment of the project’s impact on its surroundings, and is mandatory for mines, 

power plants and infrastructure projects. 

The minimum documentary requirements for ECC applications filed online were listed as proof 

of authority over the project site, certification from the local government unit (LGU) on the 

compatibility of the proposed project, the project description, and geotagged photographs of 

the site, among others. 

The new ECC application fee costs P5,070 while the amendment application costs P2,030. 

The law requires simple transactions to be concluded within three days and complex 

transactions within seven days. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-

eccs-classified-as-20-day-

transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT_yZV12S_pAxWh-

gRHyw0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/#facebook
https://www.bworldonline.com/#facebook
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-eccs-classified-as-20-day-transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT_yZV12S_pAxWh-gRHyw0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-eccs-classified-as-20-day-transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT_yZV12S_pAxWh-gRHyw0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-eccs-classified-as-20-day-transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT_yZV12S_pAxWh-gRHyw0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-eccs-classified-as-20-day-transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT_yZV12S_pAxWh-gRHyw0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw
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Tree planting, cleanup drive mark Earth Day 

celebration 

 
ZAMBOANGA. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, through its Zamboanga del Norte field offices, 

mark the Earth Day celebration Friday, April 22, with simultaneous activities. A photo handout shows personnel of the 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office in Siocon planted 150 Narra seedlings along the riverbanks of 

Tamao village, in Baliguian town. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

April 23, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through its Zamboanga del 

Norte field offices, conducted simultaneous activities that marked the celebration of Earth Day 

Friday, April 22. 

 

DENR Regional Information Officer Rosevirico Tan said Saturday, April 23, that the personnel 

of the Zamboanga del Norte Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office of 

Zamboanga del Norte, together with staff from the Protected Area Management Office (Pamo) 

of Jose Rizal Memorial Protected Landscape (JRMPL), conducted an environmental trek 

wherein they collected trashes along the JRMPL zone. 

Before the environmental trek, a short presentation on the profile of JRMPL was shown to 42 

participants of the activity. 

 

Meanwhile, personnel of the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro)-

Pinan in collaboration with the officials Sta. Cruz village, Dapitan City, conducted a coastal 

clean-up. 

 

The coastal cleanup in Sta. Cruz Villages was held together with the personnel of the 902nd 

Civil Defense Center of the Philippine Army and Jose Rizal Memorial State University Reserve 

Officer Training Course. 

Tan said the 125 participants of the coastal cleanup have collected 45 sacks of waste during 

the activity. 

 

He said before the cleanup, a short information drive on the importance of investing in positive 

environmental change was presented to the participants. 

 

On the other hand, the personnel of Cenro-Siocon planted 150 Narra seedlings along the 

riverbanks of Tamao village, in Baliguian town. 

 

The tree planting was held together with the villages officials of Tamao, Tan said. 

 

He added the activities were aimed to celebrate Mother Earth and spread awareness on the 
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The tree planting was held together with the villages officials of Tamao, Tan said. 

 

He added the activities were aimed to celebrate Mother Earth and spread awareness on the 

state of planet, “as well as to be an example on how we in our own way invest in our planet 

earth.” 

This year’s Earth Day celebration is anchored on the theme “Invest In Our Planet.” (SunStar 

Zamboanga) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927162/zamboanga/local-news/tree-planting-

cleanup-drive-mark-earth-day-celebration  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927162/zamboanga/local-news/tree-planting-cleanup-drive-mark-earth-day-celebration
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Boracay stakeholders seek 
increase in carrying capacity 
BYMA. STELLA F. ARNALDO APRIL 25, 2022 

TOURISM stakeholders on Boracay Island have appealed for a new study on the island’s 

carrying capacity, in the light of infrastructure improvements made by government. 

In a letter on April 19, 2022 to Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat and Regional 

Director for Western Visayas Cristine C. Mansiñares, the Philippine Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry-Boracay (PCCI-Boracay) said, “So many improvements have been made to 

Boracay’s infrastructure. It may make sense to reconsider the [carrying] capacity 

recommendations from prior to these significant improvements.” 

Since the island’s reopening on October 25, 2018 and in the succeeding years, PCCI-Boracay 

noted that roads have been widened, the island’s sewerage system has been improved, water 

quality issues that initially affected Boracay’s environment have been addressed, hotels and 

other establishments have built their own sewerage treatment plants, and buildings have 

complied with measures mandated by the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force. 

The business group’s appeal comes on the heels of Romulo Puyat’s recent report, citing the 

island as having breached its carrying capacity for tourists during the Lenten break. A study 

commissioned by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in 2018 determined 

that the island could only accommodate up to 19,215 tourists a day, at any given 

time. (See, Boracay breaches carrying capacity for tourists on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 

— DOT,” in the BusinessMirror, on April 18, 2022.) 

“I fought with the mayor,” she disclosed at a press conference on April 20, at the start of the 

three-day 21st World Tourism and Travel Council Global Summit in Manila. “It’s not about 

lobbying,” referring to the PCCI-Boracay’s request. “It’s about studies, if indeed, it can be 

increased. We will rely on the experts. Even pre-pandemic, we never breached the 19,000 

[carrying capacity].” 

Flights not cause of tourist influx 

As this developed, data from the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) obtained by the BusinessMirror 

showed flights to Caticlan, the gateway to Boracay, are still below pre-pandemic levels, and 

could not have been the cause of the recent breaches in carrying capacity of Boracay Island. 

For this year’s summer season, from March to October, the CAB only approved 1,880 flights to 

Caticlan, compared to 2,720 flights approved in summer 2019. 

Bulk of this summer’s approved flights originate from Manila, at 992, with the Cebu Pacific 

group (including Cebgo) accounting for the most number at 434, while Philippine Airlines 

Express and Airphil Express share 217 flights, Philippines Air Asia also has 217, while Airswift 

Transport has 124. 

The data also show 785 approved flights from Cebu to Caticlan, and 103 flights originating from 

Clark in Pampanga for summer 2022. 

A CAB source said, “Pre-pandemic, they had almost double the number of flights approved this 

season. And yet, Boracay exceeded 6,400 flights per day this month. That would show that the 

number of flights is not the direct cause [of exceeding the carrying capacity during the Lenten 

break].” 

Carrying capacity refers to an ecosystem’s ability to support people and other living things 

without having negative effects. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-

carlos-assessed-rediscovered   

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/stella/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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DILG reiterates capacity cap 

Meanwhile, the Department of the Interior and Local Government has already written to  Aklan 

Gov. Florencio Miraflores and Malay Mayor Frolibar Bautista to respect the capacity limit for 

tourists on the island. 

At a news briefing in Malacañang, DILG Undersecretary Epimaco V. Densing III added, “If the 

carrying capacity [is exceeded], whether through negligence or intentional, we will send  them 

a letter to explain, otherwise, they can be held administratively liable for exceeding…the 

carrying capacity of Boracay Island.” 

A tourism official who requested anonymity said there were a lot of visitors to Boracay by land, 

especially coming from Region 6 composed of mainland Aklan, Antique, Iloilo, Capiz, and 

Negros Occidental. 

While he confirmed the breach, Bautista said the island has been without visitors for the past 

two years, and as such it was “expected” there was going to be an influx of visitors during the 

long Lenten break. He told ANC in an interview on Tuesday that resorts on the island will be 

engaged to help monitor the number of visitors island, to ensure there would be no more 

breaches in the carrying capacity. 

There has been no statement so far from Miraflores, whose office controls the issuance of QR 

codes to tourists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/25/boracay-stakeholders-seekincrease-in-

carrying-capacity/  
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Philippines wants climate change funds for 
developing countries 
Alexis Romero - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
This April 10, 2022 photo shows a flooded area in Barangay Macasandeg in Pikit, North Cotabato. 

The STAR / John Unson 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines is calling for accessible climate financing for developing 

countries that are vulnerable to global warming, saying more should be done to those who are 

least responsible for but are most exposed to the problem. 

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje said the challenge for and responsibility 

of Asia and Pacific nations is to craft and implement water development strategies and 

trajectories in the era of climate change “up to the last mile” and “up to the last person.” 

“To this end, we need climate financing. Make it more accessible and available. Unlock it for 

the developing world,” Borje said during the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Japan last 

Saturday. 

“This is not a plea for handouts, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. This is an urgent call for 

responsible partnership. We want to contribute more but we in the developing world need to 

help ourselves first,” he added. 

Borje cited the Philippines’ experiences with typhoons, including the impact of tropical 

depression Agaton, which displaced tens of thousands of families in the Visayas and Mindanao 

and damaged about $1.6 billion worth of properties. 

“But, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen of this meeting, the narrative can still be transformed: 

from frustration and desperation to one of action and inspiration,” he said. 

“This is where climate justice becomes relevant in what we do – a guiding light towards a more 

informed collaboration among our nations, so that our peoples, across generations, will be 

equipped to restore and ensure the quality of and access to water for all – as a matter of life – 

a dignified life,” he added. 

During his introduction to President Duterte during the leaders’ meeting, Borje said climate 

justice is central to the Philippines’ stance on climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

“To the least responsible, to those with the least resources, to those most exposed, we need 

to do more,” Borje said. 

Last week, Duterte reiterated the need for rich and industrialized countries to compensate 

developing ones for the impact of their carbon emissions, noting that developed countries are 

the biggest contributors of carbon emissions while poorer countries like the Philippines bear 

the brunt of the impact of climate change. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-

carlos-assessed-rediscovered   

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805309/alexis-romero
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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“Why should we suffer? The rich who are not hit by the destruction caused by the pollution, 

they should pay us for the damage or they should do something to equalize. We sustain huge 

damage even if our contribution to climate change is small,” the President said during his 

weekly address aired last Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/25/2176496/philippines-wants-climate-

change-funds-developing-countries  
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'Vulnerable nations like Philippines need 
quick access to climate financing' 
Alexis Romero - Philstar.com April 24, 2022 | 5:49pm 

 
Members of Youth Advocates for Climate Action Philippines hold a protest in Quezon City on March 25, 2022. 

YACAP, Handout 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines is calling for accessible climate financing for developing 

countries that are vulnerable to global warming, saying more should be done to those who are 

least responsible for but are most exposed to the problem. 

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje said the challenge for and responsibility 

of Asia and Pacific nations is to craft and implement water development strategies and 

trajectories in the era of climate change "up to the last mile" and "up to the last person.” 

“To this end, we need climate financing. Make it more accessible and available. Unlock it for 

the developing world,” Borje said during the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Japan last 

Saturday. 

“This is not a plea for handouts, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. This is an urgent call for 

responsible partnership. We want to contribute more but we in the developing world need to 

help ourselves first,” he added. 

Borje cited the Philippines' experiences with typhoons, including the impact of tropical 

depression "Agaton," which displaced tens of thousands of families in the Visayas and 

Mindanao and damaged about $1.6-billion worth of properties. 

“But, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen of this meeting, the narrative can still be transformed: 

from frustration and desperation to one of action and inspiration,” Borje said. 

“This is where climate justice becomes relevant in what we do - a guiding light towards a more 

informed collaboration among our nations, so that our peoples, across generations, will be 

equipped to restore and ensure the quality of and access to water for all – as a matter of life – 

a dignified life,” he added. 

During his introduction to President Rodrigo Duterte during the leaders' meeting, Borje said 

climate justice is central to the Philippines' stance on climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

“To the least responsible, to those with the least resources, to those most exposed, we need 

to do more,” the climate change commission chief said. 
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Last week, Duterte reiterated the need for rich and industrialized countries to compensate 

developing ones for the impact of their carbon emissions. He noted that developed countries 

are the biggest contributors of carbon emissions while poorer countries like the Philippines bear 

the brunt of the impact of climate change. 

"Why should we suffer? The rich who are not hit by the destruction caused by the pollution, 

they should pay us for the damage or they should do something to equalize. We sustain huge 

damage even if our contribution to climate change is small," the president said during his weekly 

address aired last Monday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/24/2176440/vulnerable-nations-

philippines-need-quick-access-climate-financing  
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We need to do better to beat climate change 
By Marit Stinus-Cabugon April 25, 2022 

ON April 6, more than 1,200 scientists around the globe carried out climate change protest 

actions. They chained and glued themselves to buildings and offices of the corporations 

responsible for funding fossil fuel projects. Some scientists were arrested. The scientists' day 

of climate action was an expression of desperation that — despite all the evidence gathered 

over the past decades — it's still "business as usual" for governments and corporations. "Crop 

failures, migrations and marine flooding. What else do we need to know?" Spanish scientist 

and protester Fernando Vallerades asked (www.euronews.com, April 7, 2022). 

Yes, what else do we need to know? Climate change is here and causing more frequent, more 

extreme weather events with devastating effects on communities and their ability to support 

themselves. The Philippines was hit by yet another destructive storm — Tropical Storm 

"Agaton" — with death and massive flooding that caused multibillion-peso damage to homes, 

agriculture and infrastructure. Around the same time, South Africa experienced its deadliest 

disaster ever when massive rainfall — some areas getting six months' worth of rain in a single 

day — caused unprecedented flooding. More than 300 people perished. 

 

In the wake of "Agaton," President Rodrigo Duterte again called on the industrialized, rich 

countries to do more to help poorer countries in the Global South that are bearing the brunt of 

climate change effects, yet have contributed relatively little to the problem. The President also 

expressed hope that the next Philippine administration would do better than his in addressing 

climate change. Greenpeace Philippines echoes this hope for meaningful and "coherent 

strategies beyond disaster response" that would also "address long-term vulnerabilities, not 

just disasters" (statement, April 19, 2022). 

In September 2021, Duterte had told the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) that the 

world was "at a critical tipping point, where failure to act leads to cataclysmic consequences for 

the whole of humankind." In 2016, in his first State of the Nation Address, the President said 

that addressing climate change would be a top priority of his administration though he qualified 

the statement: Addressing climate change should not come at the expense of Philippine 

industrialization and it should be in accordance with a "fair and equitable equation," he said. 

So, the Philippines saw more coal-fired power plants while renewable energy took a backseat. 

On the other hand, the administration's efforts to introduce electricity- and solar-powered public 

transportation met strong resistance from affected drivers and operators. 
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Multiply the lack of tangible progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions with the number of 

countries and we understand why scientists are turning into activists. The bigger nations whose 

actions could "tip the balance," to borrow from President Duterte's speech before the UNGA, have 

failed to lead. Corporations continue to put short-term profit over long-term survival. 

How about us people? While an Ipsos Earth Day 2022 global survey on climate change (ipsos.com) 

showed that 7 out of 10 people are concerned, "for the majority of people globally there are other 

issues they feel are more pressing, such as their family's health, war, financial concerns and the 

ongoing pandemic." Dr. Pippa Bailey of Ipsos further said that people are aware that they need to 

change behavior, "but if the issue isn't at the top of their priorities, they are unlikely to do so unless 

there is an incentive that aligns with other priorities i.e. saving money." (Ipsos, April 18, 2022). The 

Duterte administration in the same manner got tied up with what it considered more pressing, for 

instance the Marawi siege, the communist insurgency, unemployment and poverty, disaster 

response, war on drugs, African swine fever and of course, the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Most people don't see any benefit from attempting to minimize greenhouse-gas footprints, 

especially that their direct contribution to emissions is negligible. Wealthy people and people in the 

industrialized, rich countries are to blame, they have enjoyed luxurious lifestyles at our expense. 

Why should we complicate our lives and make sacrifices? What difference does it make anyhow? 

"When it comes to climate change, our biggest problem isn't that we don't think it's real. It's that we 

don't think we can fix it," climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe wrote in her introduction to NASA 

scientist Peter Kalmus. Kalmus was arrested during the scientists' protest actions last April 6. 

"Changing our lives shifts the culture and creates space for collective action," an optimistic Kalmus 

wrote on his website. But optimism appears to have turned to desperation. 

Considering the scale of climate change and their historical roles in creating the problem, 

governments and big corporations must do better — and now. To quote Sir David Attenborough, 

who was recently recognized as a "Champion of the Earth" by the United Nations: "The world has 

to get together...We know what the problems are, and we know how to solve them. All we lack is 

unified action." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/25/opinion/columns/we-need-to-do-better-to-

beat-climate-change/1841136  
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3 cave sites in San Carlos assessed, rediscovered 

 
April 22, 2022 

THREE cave sites in Sitios Suwa and Maglunod in Barangay Quezon, San Calros City, Negros 

Occidental were visited and assessed by a team from the Forestry Division of the locality’s 

Environment Management Office (EMO) recently. 

 

Ramil Tanuco of the city’s EMO said that the cave venture is part of their Earth Day Celebration 

Friday, April 22. 

It is also aimed at rediscovering the caves, he said, adding that they will assess these natural 

sites, 

 

Tanuco noted that two of these caves need proper care while the other cave is a potential 

tourist spot. 

 

During the exploration, Tanuco and his team found growing stalactites and this is the reason 

why they need to examine the caves and map out measures on how to protect these mineral 

formation. 

Meanwhile, Oscar Molas, Coastal Ecosystem and Development Program in-charge of the 

Coastal Resource Management Division (CRMD) of Cemo, said that they will assess the caves 

again with professional cave divers to help them in the thrust of protecting the stalactites and 

stalagmites. 

 

He led the diving expedition at the waters inside the cave. 

 

For his part, land owner Raymundo Ymbang where two of the caves are situated said that these 

caves have been used by his family as a water source for their plantation. 

 

Ymbang said that he also discovered that fresh water eels thrive in these underground water 

cave. 

 

He added that these caves already existed long ago since his father's time and possibly during 

the Japanese era. 

Barangay Quezon Kagawad Maria Socorro-Dollosa Zapanta also helped assess the caves with 

hopes that said caves will be developed in the near future as potential tourist spots. 

 

She stressed that the barangay has a great responsibility in helping preserve and conserve 

these nature’s wonders. (PR) 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-

carlos-assessed-rediscovered   

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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‘Sagip Coron’ movement races vs time to 
stop reclamation, quarrying 
BYLOURDES M. FERNANDEZ 
APRIL 25, 2022 

PEOPLE of Palawan’s scenic Coron municipality, with support from environmentalists, are 

racing against time to stop what they called an illegal reclamation project, while addressing the 

grave ecological damage that they blamed on the implementation of its first two phases. 

The concerned groups mounted at the last Earth Day (April 22) a tree-planting activity to restore 

parts of a mangrove forest that they said was among the casualties of reclamation, along with 

precious marine life forms and habitat. One of those involved in the Sagip Coron Movement, 

Marion Raagas, said the reforestation was suggested by no less than President Duterte when 

stakeholders raised the matter with him recently. 

Also on Earth Day, the residents, including farmers, fishermen and the indigenous community 

of Tagbanuas, also had a townhall meeting hosted by long-time Coron resident Bob 

Magallanes. 

The group’s March 22 meeting with President Duterte was followed by two events: the 

formation of a task force, including the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR), to assess the situation; and the issuance by the Philippine Reclamation Authority 

(PRA) of a cease and desist order addressed to Palawan’s provincial government to stop the 

reclamation until conditions set by the PRA for the project are complied with. 

The CDO, signed by PRA General Manager and CEO Atty. Janilo E. Rubiato, told the provincial 

government to “immediately cease and desist from further undertaking reclamation activities 

until all governmental requirements and conditions have been fully complied with, including but 

not limited to the conditions of the Notice to Proceed issued by the PRA, foremost of which is 

the requirement of an Area Clearance from the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources.” 

The PNP and NBI were directed to assist the PRA in enforcing its CDO. 

The Sagip Coron leaders said the PRA letter, however, smacked of acceptance of a fait 

accompli—that, despite what they deem the “illegality” of pushing through the reclamation’s 

second phase—the PRA’s CDO merely allows proponents to proceed with it nonetheless after 

“curing” their acts instead of penalizing them for their alleged lapses. 

Meanwhile, the Sagip Coron movement is finalizing a petition to be signed by 22,222 people, 

seeking a stop to the project, citing the huge ecological damage to sea grass, marine life forms 

and mangroves. 

They have invited a team of renowned marine biologists to conduct an assessment of the 

damage, and render a report which they will share with DENR. 

Leaders of the group claimed their petition-signing efforts, meanwhile, are being “blocked” by 

former Makati Vice Mayor Ernesto Mercado, whose firm is said to be a contractor of the 

project’s private-sector proponents. 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/25/sagip-coron-movementraces-vs-time-to-

stopreclamation-quarrying/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lourdesfernandez/
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Fishers rally against black sand mining 
By Leander C. Domingo April 24, 2022 

APARRI, Cagayan: Some 1,700 fisherfolk from a dozen barangay in this town marched on 
Friday to protest against black sand mining operations which they claim are taking place in the 
guise of river dredging. 

Diana Moraleda, San Pedro Telmo Parish coordinator, said it was the first time that a protest 
of this "magnitude" was organized in the town with fisherfolk and other groups joining from 
neighboring towns of Gattaran, Ballesteros, Buguey, Gonzaga and Santa Ana. 

At the prayer rally in San Pedro Telmo Parish Church, Moraleda said fisherfolk shared the ill 
effects of the alleged mining operations on their livelihood and the environment. 

Mayor Bryan Dale Chan, who is running for reelection, and former mayor Dr. Ismael Tumaru 
also joined the protest rally held in conjunction with the Earth Day celebration on Friday. 

During the rally, the fishers alleged that the river dredging activity produced sound, light and 
chemicals that have polluted and gravely disturbed the ecosystem. 

They said the dredging activity also messed with the reproductive patterns of aquatic resources 
and decimated the fish and shrimp population, including that of the aramang or spider shrimp, 
which is endemic in the area. 

They claim that the dwindling catch has considerably slashed the income of 11,000 fisherfolk 
in the area. 

Moraleda noted that before the river dredging operations started in the first quarter of 2021, a 
fisherman can catch up to 200 kilos of fish overnight off the coast of Aparri. But these days, 
they say they are lucky if they can take home 3 kilos of fish. 

The fishermen said that from December 2021 to April 2022, each of them would earn from 
P300 to P1,000 for three days of work, a far cry from their P3,000 to P7,000 earnings before 
the dredging activities. 

In the early part of 2021, residents here noticed the return of dredging sea crafts and huge sea 
carriers by the Chinese firm Riverfront Construction Inc. (RCI) visibly operating in the Cagayan 
River, the Aparri Delta and the West Philippine Sea. 

The provincial government of Cagayan led by Gov. Manuel Mamba, however, explained that 
the presence of large ships is due to the ongoing large-scale dredging project to rehabilitate 
the heavily silted Cagayan River, causing massive flooding, especially during heavy downpour 
brought about by typhoons. 

Mamba also told the people of Cagayan that the dredging project is necessary to reopen the 
Aparri port and the establishment of an international seaport. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/news/regions/fishers-rally-against-black-

sand-

mining/1841035?fbclid=IwAR3ZqM639uRtnB1KIthAmvTCYyqQ1VV4aTnLz9laBczRlWFtlj

d1KMwSwss  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/news/regions/fishers-rally-against-black-sand-mining/1841035?fbclid=IwAR3ZqM639uRtnB1KIthAmvTCYyqQ1VV4aTnLz9laBczRlWFtljd1KMwSwss
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/news/regions/fishers-rally-against-black-sand-mining/1841035?fbclid=IwAR3ZqM639uRtnB1KIthAmvTCYyqQ1VV4aTnLz9laBczRlWFtljd1KMwSwss
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/news/regions/fishers-rally-against-black-sand-mining/1841035?fbclid=IwAR3ZqM639uRtnB1KIthAmvTCYyqQ1VV4aTnLz9laBczRlWFtljd1KMwSwss
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WATCH: Pinoy cyclists join Asian push for 
climate change awareness 
Published 17 hours ago on April 24, 2022 03:12 PM 

By TDT  @tribunephl 

 
Photo by: Joey Sanchez Mendoza | Daily Tribune 

Filipino cyclists on 24 April gathered at Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila, in solidarity with climate 

activists, in coordinated biking events held in nine Asian countries. 

The biking events, dubbed Pedal for People and Planet, were held in the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan. 

The aim is to call on governments and corporations to step up climate action to save the planet 

from climate catastrophe. 

“We want to highlight the horrific dangers of climate change, especially for Asian communities, 

and the many bold actions needed to address climate change. The impacts of climate change 

are already devastating for the people of Asia and we know that it will become much worse in 

the coming decades unless we stop global warming in its tracks,” said Lidy Nacpil, coordinator 

of the Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD) in the Philippines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/24/watch-pinoy-cyclists-join-asian-push-for-

climate-change-awareness/  

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
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Coordinated biking events isinagawa sa 9 na 
Asian countries; climate change ihinirit 

 
April 24, 2022 @ 4:21 PM  15 hours ago 

MANILA, Philipines – Libu-libong bikers ang nakiisa sa climate activists sa sa siyam na bansa 

sa Asya. 

Ito ay para ipanawagan na tugunan ang nangyayaring climate change. 

Kabilang sa mga bansang nakiisa sa biking events na tinawag na ‘Pedal for People and Planet’ 

ang Pilipinas, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal at Pakistan. 

Ayon kay Lidy Nacpil, coordinator ng Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and Development 

(APMDD), nanawagan ang kanilang hanay sa pamahalaan at malalakkng korporasyon na 

pangalagaan ang kalikasan. 

“We want to highlight the horrific dangers of climate change, especially for Asian communities, 

and the many bold actions needed to address climate change. The impacts of climate change 

are already devastating for the people of Asia and we know that it will become much worse in 

the coming decades unless we stop global warming in its tracks,” pahayag ni Nacpil. 

Nabatid na sa Pilipinas, isinagawa ang bike actions sa Metro Manila, Camarines Norte, Davao 

City at  Batangas. 

Sa Thailand naman, nakilahok ang mga bikers sa  Bang Ra Kham district na matinding 

tinamaan ng baha at tagtuyot. 

Sa Japan, isinagawa ang  bike action bilang bahagi ng Japanese protest action laban 

sa  Yokosuka Coal Power Plant sa Kanagawa. 

Sa Bangladesh, pumadyak naman ang rickshaw drivers sa coastal areas ng Khulna. 

Sa Delhi at Kolkata sa India, hindi lamang bikes ang naging tampok kundi maging ang   vending 

carts with wheels. 

Sa Nepal, pumadyak ang mga bikers ng 10 kilometro mula sa   Heritage Site patungo sa 

siyudad ng  Kathmandu, habang ang mga  bikers sa Pakistan ay umikot sa Lahore. 

Ayon kay Nacpil, pinaka urgent na dapat aksyunan sa climate change ay ang pag phase 

outsa  fossil fuels at palitan ng   100 percent na renewable energy. 

“We call for a rapid, just and equitable phaseout of fossil fuels and transition to clean energy. 

We need to be fossil fuel-free before 2050. At the current pace, the world will exceed 3°C of 

global warming by 2030. This will cause massive deaths and damage to communities, 

 



April 25, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 “We call for a rapid, just and equitable phaseout of fossil fuels and transition to clean energy. 

We need to be fossil fuel-free before 2050. At the current pace, the world will exceed 3°C of 

global warming by 2030. This will cause massive deaths and damage to communities, 

livelihoods, food systems, habitats, and economies. Science tells us, however, that limiting the 

rise in global warming to below 1.5 degrees Celsius, the safest temperature limit still possible, 

is not beyond reach. But we need systemic changes, not hollow pledges for net zero that allow 

for business as usual to continue,” pahayag ni Nacpil. 

“We call for actions that deliver climate justice to countries that are much more vulnerable to 

climate change and communities that are least able to prepare for, and recover from climate 

change impacts. We likewise reject false solutions, such as technologies that claim to neutralize 

the impacts of fossil fuels, as well as market mechanisms that do not deliver what is required 

to limit global warming and speed up the transition to 100 percent renewable sources,” saad 

naman ni Ian Rivera, Philippine Movement for Climate Justice. 

“Developing countries have contributed the least to global warming with less than four percent 

of global carbon emissions. There is a huge climate debt owed to developing countries by 

developed countries for the damage caused by their disproportionately large contributions to 

climate change,” pahayag ni Sreedhar Ramamurthi ng Environics Trust India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/coordinated-biking-events-isinagawa-sa-9-na-asian-countries-

climate-change-ihinirit/?fbclid=IwAR33LyWv7At8eTq6Gb9VUKmhP7vkNu-

XwTD9tlwO6Dv2LwC_ktr9JvXeOR4  
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A call to invest in nature 
Dr. Selva Ramachandran - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am 

This year’s commemoration of Earth Day comes with an important call to action: to invest in 

nature for the sustainable future of the generations to come. And what a timely call it is. 

Increasing global emissions contribute to extreme weather patterns. The onslaught of recent 

typhoons that swept the Philippines clearly demonstrates the worsening climate crisis, greatly 

affecting those at the fringes of society. 

The years 2021 to 2030 were designated by the United Nations as the decade for ecosystem 

restoration, as well as the deadline for the achievement of the sustainable development goals. 

The call for protection and revival of the earth’s ecosystems has never been more urgent. Only 

with healthy ecosystems can we enhance people’s livelihoods, address climate change, 

prevent the collapse of biodiversity and protect the population against deadly pandemic. 

However, the planet and its people are at the tipping point; we find ourselves faced with a 

critical crossroads, which could spell either survival or peril. Recent global reports such as the 

UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the assessment of the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

have highlighted that we are at a turning point in the earth’s history if nothing is done. The 

message is clear – we need to change the way by which we use investments to reverse this 

trajectory. 

We do not need to look far to observe the challenges in restoring the country’s valuable 

ecosystems. The Philippines has been touted as the third largest contributor of marine plastics. 

Combined with water pollution, these endanger marine wildlife and fisheries production, 

affecting the value of tourism, food supply and human health. Recent studies have shown that 

microplastics have been discovered in human blood, organs and tissues, posing huge added 

health risks. 

Furthermore, degraded watersheds have resulted in reduced capacities to prevent flooding and 

landslides, affecting lives and properties, and at the same time reducing water supply during 

dry months. Mangroves, seagrasses and coral reefs have deteriorated in many parts of the 

country, and uncontrolled development in the coastal areas have compromised their ability to 

weaken storm surges and other climate induced hazards, thereby leaving swathes of 

destruction to communities and livelihoods. 

All of these are preventable, if every citizen, stakeholder will do their part in investing in nature. 

Investing in our future would mean less cost to repair, rebound and avoid the hefty damages 

that inaction could inflict upon society. 

There are a number of ways by which we can show our ‘investments.’ 

First, let us invest in behavior and lifestyle modification. Global food waste, for example, is 

responsible for 6-8 percent of greenhouse gas emissions. This, in addition to making more food 

available for those who are in need, is a tradeoff we make if we are not prudent in our 

consumption. 

Everyday decisions, such as minimizing the use of plastics, can mean a lot in turning the tide 

in our campaign against marine litter. Reducing the volume of our wardrobe and the frequency 

we buy new clothes is another way we can make a difference. The fashion industry alone is 

responsible for 2.1 billion metric tons of GHG emissions in 2018 or 4 percent of the global total. 

This is equivalent to the same quantity of emissions of the entire economies of France, 

Germany and the UK combined! 
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Second, let us invest in risk-informed planning and development. Decisions on location of 

settlements, industries, city centers; and the way we plan spatial development in cities, 

greening our infrastructure can mean a lot in preventing lives and saving costs through 

efficiency gains. Mapping of hazards and exposure of population and assets, and providing 

alternatives and development controls, zoning regulations can save the government billions of 

dollars of losses and damages from powerful typhoons and earthquakes. 

Third, let us ensure financing is geared towards sustainability. This means ensuring that capital 

is channeled towards investments that either do no harm or result in positive impacts on 

environment. There are available tools to guide decision making on this, and metrics to guide 

us in measuring results. This entails the active application of environment, social and 

governance (ESG) principles; aligning with the Sustainable Finance Roadmap and ensuring 

each project is evaluated against social and environmental impacts. There are big wins in doing 

this – the Better Business Better World Report of UNDP has estimated that around $82 trillion 

in investment opportunity and 4.4 million new jobs will be created if directed towards those in 

support of SDG positive investments. 

Lastly, all of these will not happen without an environmentally aware citizenry and supportive 

leadership. At this crucial time, we enjoin all Filipinos to make their voices heard and advocate 

for environmental sustainability and sustainability financing as priority agenda for the country’s 

path for development. The clock is ticking, and every second of inaction may cause us 

generations lost. 

*   *   * 

Dr. Selva Ramachandran is UNDP Philippines Resident Representative. 
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A call to invest in nature 
By Dr. Selva Ramachandran, UNDP Philippines Resident Representative April 25, 2022 

THIS year's commemoration of Earth Day comes with an important call to action: to invest in 

nature for the sustainable future of the generations to come. And what a timely call it is. 

Increasing global emissions contribute to extreme weather patterns. The onslaught of recent 

typhoons that swept the Philippines clearly demonstrate the worsening climate crisis, greatly 

affecting those at the fringes of society. 

The years 2021 to 2030 was designated by the United Nations as the decade for ecosystem 

restoration, as well as the deadline for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SGDs). The call for protection and revival of the earth's ecosystems has never been more 

urgent. Only with healthy ecosystems can we enhance people's livelihoods, address climate 

change, prevent the collapse of biodiversity and protect the population against deadly 

pandemic. 

However, the planet and its people are at the tipping point; we find ourselves faced with a 

critical crossroads, which could spell either survival or peril. Recent global reports such as the 

United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the assessment of the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services have 

highlighted that we are at a turning point in the earth's history if nothing is done. The message 

is clear — we need to change the way by which we use investments to reverse this trajectory. 

We do not need to look far to observe the challenges in restoring the country's valuable 

ecosystems. The Philippines has been touted as the third-largest contributor of marine plastics. 

Combined with water pollution, these endanger marine wildlife and fisheries production, 

affecting the value of tourism, food supply and human health. Recent studies have shown that 

microplastics have been discovered in human blood, organs and tissues, posing added huge 

health risks. 

Furthermore, degraded watersheds have resulted in reduced capacities to prevent flooding and 

landslides, affecting lives and properties and, at the same time, reducing water supply during 

dry months. Mangroves, seagrasses and coral reefs have deteriorated in many parts of the 

country, and uncontrolled development in the coastal areas have compromised their ability to 

weaken storm surges and other climate induced hazards, thereby leaving swathes of 

destruction to communities and livelihoods. 

All of these are preventable, if every citizen, stakeholder will do their part in investing in nature. 

Investing in our future would mean less cost to repair, rebound and avoid the hefty damages 

that inaction could inflict upon society. 

There are a number of ways by which we can show our "investments." 

First, let us invest in behavior and lifestyle modification. Global food waste, for example, is 

responsible for 6 to 8 percent of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This, in addition to making 

more food available for those who are in need, is a trade-off we make if we are not prudent in 

our consumption. 

Everyday decisions, such as minimizing the use of plastics, can mean a lot in turning the tide 

in our campaign against marine litter. Reducing the volume of our wardrobe and the frequency 

we buy new clothes is another way we can make a difference. The fashion industry alone is 

responsible for 2.1 billion metric tons of GHG emissions in 2018 or 4 percent of the global total. 

This is equivalent to the same quantity of emissions of the entire economies of France, 

Germany and the United Kingdom combined! 
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Second, let us invest in risk-informed planning and development. Decisions on location of 
settlements, industries, city centers; and the way we plan spatial development in cities, 
greening our infrastructure can mean a lot in preventing lives and saving costs through 
efficiency gains. Mapping of hazards and exposure of population and assets, and providing 
alternatives and development controls, zoning regulations can save the government billions of 
dollars of losses and damages from powerful typhoons and earthquakes. 

Third, let us ensure financing is geared toward sustainability. This means ensuring that capital 
is channeled toward investments that either do no harm or result in positive impacts on the 
environment. There are available tools to guide decision-making on this and metrics to guide 
us in measuring results. This entails the active application of environment, social and 
governance principles; aligning with the Sustainable Finance Roadmap; and ensuring each 
project is evaluated against social and environmental impacts. There are big wins in doing this 
— the Better Business better World Report of UNDP (United Nations Development Program) 
has estimated that around $82 trillion in investment opportunity and 4.4 million new jobs will be 
created if directed toward those in support of SDG positive investments. 

Lastly, all of these will not happen without an environmentally aware citizenry and supportive 
leadership. At this crucial time, we enjoin all Filipinos to make their voices heard and advocate 
for environmental sustainability and sustainability financing as priority agenda for the country's 
path for development. The clock is ticking, and every second of inaction may cause us 
generations to be lost. 

Dr. Selva Ramachandran is the Philippines resident representative of the UN Development 
Program (UNDP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/25/opinion/columns/a-call-to-invest-in-

nature/1841134  
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DOH names 13 areas logging increase in 
COVID-19 cases 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Apr 23, 2022 3:08:00 PM 

 
(FILE PHOTO) 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, April 23) – The Department of Health (DOH) on Saturday 
identified 13 areas in the country where a rise in new COVID-19 cases has been observed. 

In a media briefing, Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje listed these areas as Marinduque, 
Davao City, Butuan City, Surigao del Sur, Ilocos Norte, Kalinga, Batanes, Quirino, 
Catanduanes, Olongapo City, Tarlac City, Angeles City, and Eastern Samar. 

She said the increase in infections is currently not significant, but stressed close monitoring 
should still be done. 

According to the health official, they have not yet seen a common factor among these localities 
which may have led to the growth in cases. 

However, among the possible reasons they are looking at are the influx of tourists and of people 
going home to their provinces, as well as the conduct of more election campaign activities. 

Earlier, the DOH warned the country may see another spike in cases in the middle of May if 
adherence to minimum public health standards wanes. 

Citing the projections of disease surveillance tool FASSSTER, the department said active 
cases may reach 332,000 by then, should there be a 30% decline in compliance with health 
protocols, such as proper wearing of face masks and social distancing. 

Based on DOH data, active coronavirus cases in the country stood at 15,782 as of April 22. 
This is out of 3.68 million people infected since the start of the pandemic. 

Some 3.608 million have already recovered, while at least 60,118 died, it also said. 

 

 

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-

increase.html  

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/20/DOH-COVID-19-cases-projection-mid-May.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-increase.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-increase.html


April 25, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Nasa 10k, inaasahang tatanggap ng 2nd COVID-19 

booster sa Lunes 
Michael Delizo, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Apr 24 2022 04:34 PM 

MAYNILA — Nasa 7,000 hanggang 10,000 na immunocompromised adults ang inaasahang 

mabakunahan ng Department of Health (DOH) sa unang araw ng pagtuturok ng ikalawang 

booster shot ng COVID-19 vaccine sa Lunes. 

Ayon kay DOH Undersecretary at National Vaccination Operations Center chair Myrna 

Cabotaje, tinatayang nasa 690,000 ang mga immunocompromised na nakatanggap na ng 

unang booster. 

“Ang nabakunahan natin ng third shot na A3 ay 2.3 million. Mga 30 percent ang ine-estimate 

nating mga immunocompromised. So, 30 percent of 2.3 million is about 690,000. Tapos 1 

percent of that, mga 7 [thousand] to 10,000,” sabi ni Cabotaje sa panayam ng ABS-CBN News 

ngayong Linggo. 

Babakunahan lang sa initial phase ng rollout ng ikalawang booster shot ang mga edad 18 

pataas na nasa immunodeficiency state, may HIV, active cancer o malignancy, transplant 

recipients, sumasailalim sa steroid treatment, pasyenteng may mahinang prognosis o bed-

ridden, at iba pang kondisyon ng immunodeficiency na sertipikado ng doktor. 

Kailangan ay nasa tatlong buwan na ang pagitan mula nang huli silang mabakunahan. 

Maaari silang makipag-ugnayan sa lokal na pamahalaan o sa health facility ng komunidad para 

sa appointment. 

Hindi pa kasama sa babakunahan ng ikalawang booster ang mga healthcare worker at senior 

citizen, pero maaari silang tumanggap ng karagdagang dose kung immunocompromised din 

sila. 

“Hindi pa binibigyan ng go signal ng ating Health Technology Assessment Council [ang second 

booster sa A1 at A2]. ‘Yung EUA natin ng FDA ay puwede na sa A1, A2, and A3. Pero ‘yung 

HTAC recommendation ay immunocompromised. Mayroon namang mga 

immunocompromised sa A1 at saka sa A2, ‘yan puwede nang bigyan pero hindi po lahat ng 

A1 at A2,” saad ni Cabotaje. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/24/22/nasa-10k-inaasahang-magpapaturok-ng-2nd-

covid-booster-sa-lunes  
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