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Biz owners urged to boost climate change mitigation
efforts

April 24,2022, 7:06 pm

REDUCE | REUSE | RECYCLE

MANILA — Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim
O. Sampulna has urged businesses to step up efforts in switching to sustainable actions to
combat the effects of climate change and environmental destruction in celebration of the Earth
Day on April 22.

With this year’s theme “#InvestinOurPlanet,” Sampulna encouraged manufacturing companies,
food businesses, and market vendors to join efforts to minimize the use of non-biodegradable
and single-use plastics for packaging, which are the major contributor to the country’s residual
and solid waste.

In a statement on Saturday, Sampulna emphasized that small actions, such as recycling and
re-using materials, are helpful, but industries should also take part as they are also producers
of plastic waste.

“Using small plastic packaging like sachets and plastic bottles is still rampant in our country
today. | am urging all manufacturing firms to come up with their own recovery project where
they will retrieve and buy back these plastic wastes from their consumers for cash or even food
items like rice and groceries,” he said.

Likewise, the DENR chief called on food companies to switch to food packaging that is reusable
or biodegradable, as these wastes, when not properly disposed of, end up in creeks, rivers,
and oceans.

‘I am appealing to our restaurants and food businesses not to use plastic utensils, styrofoam
materials and single-use plastic containers. Instead, use eco-friendly or reusable food
packages,” Sampulna said.

He encouraged market vendors and small store owners to change their customary ways of
packaging retail items using single-use plastics, which include placing cooking oil, condiments
such as vinegar and soy sauce, in plastic for “tingi” or retail purchases.

He recommended the use of old newspapers and magazines for wrapping dried fish instead of
using plastics.
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“l suggest that when the public buys from your stores, ask or encourage them to bring reusable
bags and containers,” Sampulna said.

“This Earth Day 2022, | urge both businesses and individuals to rethink the customary ways on
how to sell and consume products. Let us all take sustainable actions to heal the planet Earth,”
he pointed out.

Earth Day, celebrated annually on April 22, is a global movement where over 190 countries
take part through the promotion of sustainable environmental actions and behavioral change.

This year, the DENR celebrated Earth Day highlighted by the recognition of four DENR

environmental heroes or workers of the department who have dedicated their lives to protecting
the environment. (PR)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172823
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DENR donates land to RITM

Rhodina Villanueva - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am

- e

Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna signed on April 8 a deed of conveyance for a parcel of land, which
will be turned over to the RITM.

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is set
to turn over more than 9,000 square meters of land to the Research Institute for Tropical
Medicine (RITM) under the Department of Health.

Acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna signed on April 8 a deed of conveyance for a
parcel of land, which will be turned over to the RITM.

“This is the DENR'’s contribution to the RITM to further advance its research work and prepare
to address the pandemic and other health crisis that may happen in the future,” Sampulna said.

The 9,077-square-meter property is adjacent to the RITM facility in Alabang, Muntinlupa.

RITM director Celia Carlos thanked the DENR and Land Management Bureau chief Emelyne
Talabis for the land donation, noting that one of the facility’s problems was the lack of space.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/25/2176482/denr-donates-land-ritm
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Application process for ECCs classified as 20-day
transaction

April 24, 2022 | 6:09 pm

TWITTER.COM / DENROFFICIAL
THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said the online
application process for an Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) has been simplified
with a goal of generating approvals or rejections after 20 working days.

The 20-day deadline is in line with the recommended processing time for “highly technical
transactions” under the Ease of Doing Business Law (Republic Act 11032).

The 20-day category also includes projects that pose a risk to public health, safety, or morals,
or activities that run counter to public policy.

In a memorandum circular, the DENR said the new online procedure applies to projects for
which proponents must submit documents listed in the Initial Environmental Examination (IEE)
checklist.

“Since 2015, no updating of procedures and requirements of the established ECC online
system has been made,” the DENR said.

The ECC is a key document that must be obtained before undertaking major projects. It
includes an assessment of the project’s impact on its surroundings, and is mandatory for mines,
power plants and infrastructure projects.

The minimum documentary requirements for ECC applications filed online were listed as proof
of authority over the project site, certification from the local government unit (LGU) on the
compatibility of the proposed project, the project description, and geotagged photographs of
the site, among others.

The new ECC application fee costs P5,070 while the amendment application costs P2,030.

The law requires simple transactions to be concluded within three days and complex
transactions  within  seven days. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/04/24/444195/application-process-for-
eccs-classified-as-20-day-

transaction/?fbclid=IwAR1nKn6RLTf62VsRkpMDyaUfT yZV12S pAxWh-
gRHywO0r9FOXkQOhp6Urw
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Tree planting, cleanup drive mark Earth Day
celebration

ZAMBOANGA. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources through its Zamboanga del Norte field offices,
mark the Earth Day celebration Friday, April 22, with simultaneous activities. A photo handout shows personnel of the
Community Environment and Natural Resources Office in Siocon planted 150 Narra seedlings along the riverbanks of

Tamao village, in Baliguian town. (SunStar Zamboanga)

April 23, 2022

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through its Zamboanga del
Norte field offices, conducted simultaneous activities that marked the celebration of Earth Day
Friday, April 22.

DENR Regional Information Officer Rosevirico Tan said Saturday, April 23, that the personnel
of the Zamboanga del Norte Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office of
Zamboanga del Norte, together with staff from the Protected Area Management Office (Pamo)
of Jose Rizal Memorial Protected Landscape (JRMPL), conducted an environmental trek
wherein they collected trashes along the JRMPL zone.

Before the environmental trek, a short presentation on the profile of JRMPL was shown to 42
participants of the activity.

Meanwhile, personnel of the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro)-
Pinan in collaboration with the officials Sta. Cruz village, Dapitan City, conducted a coastal
clean-up.

The coastal cleanup in Sta. Cruz Villages was held together with the personnel of the 902nd
Civil Defense Center of the Philippine Army and Jose Rizal Memorial State University Reserve
Officer Training Course.

Tan said the 125 participants of the coastal cleanup have collected 45 sacks of waste during
the activity.

He said before the cleanup, a short information drive on the importance of investing in positive
environmental change was presented to the participants.

On the other hand, the personnel of Cenro-Siocon planted 150 Narra seedlings along the
riverbanks of Tamao village, in Baliguian town.
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The tree planting was held together with the villages officials of Tamao, Tan said.

He added the activities were aimed to celebrate Mother Earth and spread awareness on the
state of planet, “as well as to be an example on how we in our own way invest in our planet
earth.”

This year’s Earth Day celebration is anchored on the theme “Invest In Our Planet.” (SunStar
Zamboanga)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927162/zamboanga/local-news/tree-planting-
cleanup-drive-mark-earth-day-celebration
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Boracay stakeholders seek
INncrease In carrying capacity

BYMA. STELLA F. ARNALDO APRIL 25, 2022

TOURISM stakeholders on Boracay Island have appealed for a new study on the island’s
carrying capacity, in the light of infrastructure improvements made by government.

In a letter on April 19, 2022 to Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat and Regional
Director for Western Visayas Cristine C. Mansifiares, the Philippine Chamber of Commerce
and Industry-Boracay (PCCI-Boracay) said, “So many improvements have been made to
Boracay's infrastructure. It may make sense to reconsider the [carrying] capacity
recommendations from prior to these significant improvements.”

Since the island’s reopening on October 25, 2018 and in the succeeding years, PCCI-Boracay
noted that roads have been widened, the island’s sewerage system has been improved, water
guality issues that initially affected Boracay’s environment have been addressed, hotels and
other establishments have built their own sewerage treatment plants, and buildings have
complied with measures mandated by the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force.

The business group’s appeal comes on the heels of Romulo Puyat’s recent report, citing the
island as having breached its carrying capacity for tourists during the Lenten break. A study
commissioned by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in 2018 determined
that the island could only accommodate up to 19,215 tourists a day, at any given
time. (See, Boracay breaches carrying capacity for tourists on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
— DOT,” in the BusinessMirror, on April 18, 2022.)

“I fought with the mayor,” she disclosed at a press conference on April 20, at the start of the
three-day 21st World Tourism and Travel Council Global Summit in Manila. “It's not about
lobbying,” referring to the PCCI-Boracay’s request. “It's about studies, if indeed, it can be
increased. We will rely on the experts. Even pre-pandemic, we never breached the 19,000
[carrying capacity].”

Flights not cause of tourist influx

As this developed, data from the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) obtained by the BusinessMirror
showed flights to Caticlan, the gateway to Boracay, are still below pre-pandemic levels, and
could not have been the cause of the recent breaches in carrying capacity of Boracay Island.

For this year's summer season, from March to October, the CAB only approved 1,880 flights to
Caticlan, compared to 2,720 flights approved in summer 2019.

Bulk of this summer’s approved flights originate from Manila, at 992, with the Cebu Pacific
group (including Cebgo) accounting for the most number at 434, while Philippine Airlines
Express and Airphil Express share 217 flights, Philippines Air Asia also has 217, while Airswift
Transport has 124.

The data also show 785 approved flights from Cebu to Caticlan, and 103 flights originating from
Clark in Pampanga for summer 2022.

A CAB source said, “Pre-pandemic, they had almost double the number of flights approved this
season. And yet, Boracay exceeded 6,400 flights per day this month. That would show that the
number of flights is not the direct cause [of exceeding the carrying capacity during the Lenten
break].”

Carrying capacity refers to an ecosystem’s ability to support people and other living things
without having negative effects.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/stella/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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DILG reiterates capacity cap

Meanwhile, the Department of the Interior and Local Government has already written to Aklan
Gov. Florencio Miraflores and Malay Mayor Frolibar Bautista to respect the capacity limit for
tourists on the island.

At a news briefing in Malacafang, DILG Undersecretary Epimaco V. Densing Ill added, “If the
carrying capacity [is exceeded], whether through negligence or intentional, we will send them
a letter to explain, otherwise, they can be held administratively liable for exceeding...the
carrying capacity of Boracay Island.”

A tourism official who requested anonymity said there were a lot of visitors to Boracay by land,
especially coming from Region 6 composed of mainland Aklan, Antique, lloilo, Capiz, and
Negros Occidental.

While he confirmed the breach, Bautista said the island has been without visitors for the past
two years, and as such it was “expected” there was going to be an influx of visitors during the
long Lenten break. He told ANC in an interview on Tuesday that resorts on the island will be
engaged to help monitor the number of visitors island, to ensure there would be no more
breaches in the carrying capacity.

There has been no statement so far from Miraflores, whose office controls the issuance of QR
codes to tourists.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/25/boracay-stakeholders-seekincrease-in-
carrying-capacity/
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Philippines wants climate change funds for
developing countries

Alexis Romero - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am

This April 10, 2022 photo shows a flooded area in Barangay Macasandeg in Pikit, North Cotabato.

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines is calling for accessible climate financing for developing
countries that are vulnerable to global warming, saying more should be done to those who are
least responsible for but are most exposed to the problem.

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje said the challenge for and responsibility
of Asia and Pacific nations is to craft and implement water development strategies and
trajectories in the era of climate change “up to the last mile” and “up to the last person.”

“To this end, we need climate financing. Make it more accessible and available. Unlock it for
the developing world,” Borje said during the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Japan last
Saturday.

“This is not a plea for handouts, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. This is an urgent call for
responsible partnership. We want to contribute more but we in the developing world need to
help ourselves first,” he added.

Borje cited the Philippines’ experiences with typhoons, including the impact of tropical
depression Agaton, which displaced tens of thousands of families in the Visayas and Mindanao
and damaged about $1.6 billion worth of properties.

“But, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen of this meeting, the narrative can still be transformed:
from frustration and desperation to one of action and inspiration,” he said.

“This is where climate justice becomes relevant in what we do — a guiding light towards a more
informed collaboration among our nations, so that our peoples, across generations, will be
equipped to restore and ensure the quality of and access to water for all — as a matter of life —
a dignified life,” he added.

During his introduction to President Duterte during the leaders’ meeting, Borje said climate
justice is central to the Philippines’ stance on climate change mitigation and adaptation.

“To the least responsible, to those with the least resources, to those most exposed, we need
to do more,” Borje said.

Last week, Duterte reiterated the need for rich and industrialized countries to compensate
developing ones for the impact of their carbon emissions, noting that developed countries are
the biggest contributors of carbon emissions while poorer countries like the Philippines bear
the brunt of the impact of climate change.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805309/alexis-romero
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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“Why should we suffer? The rich who are not hit by the destruction caused by the pollution,
they should pay us for the damage or they should do something to equalize. We sustain huge
damage even if our contribution to climate change is small,” the President said during his
weekly address aired last Monday.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/25/2176496/philippines-wants-climate-
change-funds-developing-countries
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'Vulnerable nations like Philippines need
guick access to climate financing'

Alexis Romero - Philstar.com April 24, 2022 | 5:49pm
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Members of Youth Advocates for Climate Action Philippines hold a protest in Quezon City on March 25, 2022.

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines is calling for accessible climate financing for developing
countries that are vulnerable to global warming, saying more should be done to those who are
least responsible for but are most exposed to the problem.

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje said the challenge for and responsibility
of Asia and Pacific nations is to craft and implement water development strategies and
trajectories in the era of climate change "up to the last mile" and "up to the last person.”

“To this end, we need climate financing. Make it more accessible and available. Unlock it for
the developing world,” Borje said during the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Japan last
Saturday.

“This is not a plea for handouts, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. This is an urgent call for
responsible partnership. We want to contribute more but we in the developing world need to
help ourselves first,” he added.

Borje cited the Philippines' experiences with typhoons, including the impact of tropical
depression "Agaton,” which displaced tens of thousands of families in the Visayas and
Mindanao and damaged about $1.6-billion worth of properties.

“But, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen of this meeting, the narrative can still be transformed:
from frustration and desperation to one of action and inspiration,” Borje said.

“This is where climate justice becomes relevant in what we do - a guiding light towards a more
informed collaboration among our nations, so that our peoples, across generations, will be
equipped to restore and ensure the quality of and access to water for all — as a matter of life —
a dignified life,” he added.

During his introduction to President Rodrigo Duterte during the leaders' meeting, Borje said
climate justice is central to the Philippines' stance on climate change mitigation and adaptation.

“To the least responsible, to those with the least resources, to those most exposed, we need
to do more,” the climate change commission chief said.
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Last week, Duterte reiterated the need for rich and industrialized countries to compensate
developing ones for the impact of their carbon emissions. He noted that developed countries
are the biggest contributors of carbon emissions while poorer countries like the Philippines bear
the brunt of the impact of climate change.

"Why should we suffer? The rich who are not hit by the destruction caused by the pollution,
they should pay us for the damage or they should do something to equalize. We sustain huge
damage even if our contribution to climate change is small," the president said during his weekly
address aired last Monday.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/24/2176440/vulnerable-nations-
philippines-need-quick-access-climate-financing
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We need to do better to beat climate change

By Marit Stinus-Cabugon April 25, 2022

ON April 6, more than 1,200 scientists around the globe carried out climate change protest
actions. They chained and glued themselves to buildings and offices of the corporations
responsible for funding fossil fuel projects. Some scientists were arrested. The scientists' day
of climate action was an expression of desperation that — despite all the evidence gathered
over the past decades — it's still "business as usual" for governments and corporations. "Crop
failures, migrations and marine flooding. What else do we need to know?" Spanish scientist
and protester Fernando Vallerades asked (www.euronews.com, April 7, 2022).

Yes, what else do we need to know? Climate change is here and causing more frequent, more
extreme weather events with devastating effects on communities and their ability to support
themselves. The Philippines was hit by yet another destructive storm — Tropical Storm
"Agaton" — with death and massive flooding that caused multibillion-peso damage to homes,
agriculture and infrastructure. Around the same time, South Africa experienced its deadliest
disaster ever when massive rainfall — some areas getting six months' worth of rain in a single
day — caused unprecedented flooding. More than 300 people perished.

In the wake of "Agaton,"” President Rodrigo Duterte again called on the industrialized, rich
countries to do more to help poorer countries in the Global South that are bearing the brunt of
climate change effects, yet have contributed relatively little to the problem. The President also
expressed hope that the next Philippine administration would do better than his in addressing
climate change. Greenpeace Philippines echoes this hope for meaningful and "coherent
strategies beyond disaster response" that would also "address long-term vulnerabilities, not
just disasters" (statement, April 19, 2022).

In September 2021, Duterte had told the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) that the
world was "at a critical tipping point, where failure to act leads to cataclysmic consequences for
the whole of humankind.” In 2016, in his first State of the Nation Address, the President said
that addressing climate change would be a top priority of his administration though he qualified
the statement: Addressing climate change should not come at the expense of Philippine
industrialization and it should be in accordance with a "fair and equitable equation,” he said.
So, the Philippines saw more coal-fired power plants while renewable energy took a backseat.
On the other hand, the administration's efforts to introduce electricity- and solar-powered public
transportation met strong resistance from affected drivers and operators.


https://www.manilatimes.net/author/marit-stinus-cabugon
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Multiply the lack of tangible progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions with the number of
countries and we understand why scientists are turning into activists. The bigger nations whose
actions could "tip the balance," to borrow from President Duterte's speech before the UNGA, have
failed to lead. Corporations continue to put short-term profit over long-term survival.

How about us people? While an Ipsos Earth Day 2022 global survey on climate change (ipsos.com)
showed that 7 out of 10 people are concerned, "for the majority of people globally there are other
issues they feel are more pressing, such as their family's health, war, financial concerns and the
ongoing pandemic." Dr. Pippa Bailey of Ipsos further said that people are aware that they need to
change behavior, "but if the issue isn't at the top of their priorities, they are unlikely to do so unless
there is an incentive that aligns with other priorities i.e. saving money." (Ipsos, April 18, 2022). The
Duterte administration in the same manner got tied up with what it considered more pressing, for
instance the Marawi siege, the communist insurgency, unemployment and poverty, disaster
response, war on drugs, African swine fever and of course, the Covid-19 pandemic.

Most people don't see any benefit from attempting to minimize greenhouse-gas footprints,
especially that their direct contribution to emissions is negligible. Wealthy people and people in the
industrialized, rich countries are to blame, they have enjoyed luxurious lifestyles at our expense.
Why should we complicate our lives and make sacrifices? What difference does it make anyhow?

"When it comes to climate change, our biggest problem isn't that we don't think it's real. It's that we
don't think we can fix it," climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe wrote in her introduction to NASA
scientist Peter Kalmus. Kalmus was arrested during the scientists' protest actions last April 6.
"Changing our lives shifts the culture and creates space for collective action,” an optimistic Kalmus
wrote on his website. But optimism appears to have turned to desperation.

Considering the scale of climate change and their historical roles in creating the problem,
governments and big corporations must do better — and now. To quote Sir David Attenborough,
who was recently recognized as a "Champion of the Earth" by the United Nations: "The world has
to get together...We know what the problems are, and we know how to solve them. All we lack is
unified action."

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/25/opinion/columns/we-need-to-do-better-to-
beat-climate-change/1841136
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THREE cave sites in Sitios Suwa and Maglunod in Barangay Quezon, San Calros City, Negros
Occidental were visited and assessed by a team from the Forestry Division of the locality’s
Environment Management Office (EMO) recently.

Ramil Tanuco of the city’s EMO said that the cave venture is part of their Earth Day Celebration
Friday, April 22.

It is also aimed at rediscovering the caves, he said, adding that they will assess these natural
sites,

Tanuco noted that two of these caves need proper care while the other cave is a potential
tourist spot.

During the exploration, Tanuco and his team found growing stalactites and this is the reason
why they need to examine the caves and map out measures on how to protect these mineral
formation.

Meanwhile, Oscar Molas, Coastal Ecosystem and Development Program in-charge of the
Coastal Resource Management Division (CRMD) of Cemo, said that they will assess the caves
again with professional cave divers to help them in the thrust of protecting the stalactites and
stalagmites.

He led the diving expedition at the waters inside the cave.

For his part, land owner Raymundo Ymbang where two of the caves are situated said that these
caves have been used by his family as a water source for their plantation.

Ymbang said that he also discovered that fresh water eels thrive in these underground water
cave.

He added that these caves already existed long ago since his father's time and possibly during
the Japanese era.

Barangay Quezon Kagawad Maria Socorro-Dollosa Zapanta also helped assess the caves with
hopes that said caves will be developed in the near future as potential tourist spots.
She stressed that the barangay has a great responsibility in helping preserve and conserve

these nature’s wonders. (PR)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927130/bacolod/lifestyle/3-cave-sites-in-san-
carlos-assessed-rediscovered
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‘Sagip Coron’ movement races vs time to
stop reclamation, quarrying

BYLOURDES M. FERNANDEZ
APRIL 25, 2022
PEOPLE of Palawan’s scenic Coron municipality, with support from environmentalists, are

racing against time to stop what they called an illegal reclamation project, while addressing the
grave ecological damage that they blamed on the implementation of its first two phases.

The concerned groups mounted at the last Earth Day (April 22) a tree-planting activity to restore
parts of a mangrove forest that they said was among the casualties of reclamation, along with
precious marine life forms and habitat. One of those involved in the Sagip Coron Movement,
Marion Raagas, said the reforestation was suggested by no less than President Duterte when
stakeholders raised the matter with him recently.

Also on Earth Day, the residents, including farmers, fishermen and the indigenous community
of Tagbanuas, also had a townhall meeting hosted by long-time Coron resident Bob
Magallanes.

The group’s March 22 meeting with President Duterte was followed by two events: the
formation of a task force, including the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), to assess the situation; and the issuance by the Philippine Reclamation Authority
(PRA) of a cease and desist order addressed to Palawan’s provincial government to stop the
reclamation until conditions set by the PRA for the project are complied with.

The CDO, signed by PRA General Manager and CEO Atty. Janilo E. Rubiato, told the provincial
government to “immediately cease and desist from further undertaking reclamation activities
until all governmental requirements and conditions have been fully complied with, including but
not limited to the conditions of the Notice to Proceed issued by the PRA, foremost of which is
the requirement of an Area Clearance from the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources.”

The PNP and NBI were directed to assist the PRA in enforcing its CDO.

The Sagip Coron leaders said the PRA letter, however, smacked of acceptance of a fait
accompli—that, despite what they deem the “illegality” of pushing through the reclamation’s
second phase—the PRA’s CDO merely allows proponents to proceed with it nonetheless after
“curing” their acts instead of penalizing them for their alleged lapses.

Meanwhile, the Sagip Coron movement is finalizing a petition to be signed by 22,222 people,
seeking a stop to the project, citing the huge ecological damage to sea grass, marine life forms
and mangroves.

They have invited a team of renowned marine biologists to conduct an assessment of the
damage, and render a report which they will share with DENR.

Leaders of the group claimed their petition-signing efforts, meanwhile, are being “blocked” by
former Makati Vice Mayor Ernesto Mercado, whose firm is said to be a contractor of the
project’s private-sector proponents.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/25/sagip-coron-movementraces-vs-time-to-
stopreclamation-quarrying/
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Fishers rally against black sand mining

By Leander C. Domingo April 24, 2022

APARRI, Cagayan: Some 1,700 fisherfolk from a dozen barangay in this town marched on
Friday to protest against black sand mining operations which they claim are taking place in the
guise of river dredging.

Diana Moraleda, San Pedro Telmo Parish coordinator, said it was the first time that a protest
of this "magnitude” was organized in the town with fisherfolk and other groups joining from
neighboring towns of Gattaran, Ballesteros, Buguey, Gonzaga and Santa Ana.

At the prayer rally in San Pedro Telmo Parish Church, Moraleda said fisherfolk shared the ill
effects of the alleged mining operations on their livelihood and the environment.

Mayor Bryan Dale Chan, who is running for reelection, and former mayor Dr. Ismael Tumaru
also joined the protest rally held in conjunction with the Earth Day celebration on Friday.

During the rally, the fishers alleged that the river dredging activity produced sound, light and
chemicals that have polluted and gravely disturbed the ecosystem.

They said the dredging activity also messed with the reproductive patterns of aquatic resources
and decimated the fish and shrimp population, including that of the aramang or spider shrimp,
which is endemic in the area.

They claim that the dwindling catch has considerably slashed the income of 11,000 fisherfolk
in the area.

Moraleda noted that before the river dredging operations started in the first quarter of 2021, a
fisherman can catch up to 200 kilos of fish overnight off the coast of Aparri. But these days,
they say they are lucky if they can take home 3 kilos of fish.

The fishermen said that from December 2021 to April 2022, each of them would earn from
P300 to P1,000 for three days of work, a far cry from their P3,000 to P7,000 earnings before
the dredging activities.

In the early part of 2021, residents here noticed the return of dredging sea crafts and huge sea
carriers by the Chinese firm Riverfront Construction Inc. (RCI) visibly operating in the Cagayan
River, the Aparri Delta and the West Philippine Sea.

The provincial government of Cagayan led by Gov. Manuel Mamba, however, explained that
the presence of large ships is due to the ongoing large-scale dredging project to rehabilitate
the heavily silted Cagayan River, causing massive flooding, especially during heavy downpour
brought about by typhoons.

Mamba also told the people of Cagayan that the dredging project is necessary to reopen the
Aparri port and the establishment of an international seaport.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/news/regions/fishers-rally-against-black-
sand-
mining/1841035?fbclid=IwAR3ZgM639uRtnB1KIthAMVTCYygQ1VV4aTnLz9laBczRIWFtl]
d1KMwSwss
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WATCH: Pinoy cyclists join Asian push for
climate change awareness

Published 17 hours ago on April 24, 2022 03:12 PM
By TDT @tribunephl

Photo by: Joey Sanchez Mendoza | Daily Tribune

Filipino cyclists on 24 April gathered at Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila, in solidarity with climate
activists, in coordinated biking events held in nine Asian countries.

The biking events, dubbed Pedal for People and Planet, were held in the Philippines, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan.

The aim is to call on governments and corporations to step up climate action to save the planet
from climate catastrophe.

“We want to highlight the horrific dangers of climate change, especially for Asian communities,
and the many bold actions needed to address climate change. The impacts of climate change
are already devastating for the people of Asia and we know that it will become much worse in
the coming decades unless we stop global warming in its tracks,” said Lidy Nacpil, coordinator
of the Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD) in the Philippines.

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/24/watch-pinoy-cyclists-join-asian-push-for-
climate-change-awareness/
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Coordinated biking events isinagawa sa 9 na
Asian countrles cllmate change ihinirit

s Fo‘ ouv Peop e
| For Qur Plonsl

For Our
Chlldten“ Fut

April 24,2022 @ 4:21 PM 15 hours ago

MANILA, Philipines — Libu-libong bikers ang nakiisa sa climate activists sa sa siyam na bansa
sa Asya.

Ito ay para ipanawagan na tugunan ang nangyayaring climate change.

Kabilang sa mga bansang nakiisa sa biking events na tinawag na ‘Pedal for People and Planet’
ang Pilipinas, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal at Pakistan.

Ayon kay Lidy Nacpil, coordinator ng Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and Development
(APMDD), nanawagan ang kanilang hanay sa pamahalaan at malalakkng korporasyon na
pangalagaan ang kalikasan.

“We want to highlight the horrific dangers of climate change, especially for Asian communities,
and the many bold actions needed to address climate change. The impacts of climate change
are already devastating for the people of Asia and we know that it will become much worse in
the coming decades unless we stop global warming in its tracks,” pahayag ni Nacpil.

Nabatid na sa Pilipinas, isinagawa ang bike actions sa Metro Manila, Camarines Norte, Davao
City at Batangas.

Sa Thailand naman, nakilahok ang mga bikers sa Bang Ra Kham district na matinding
tinamaan ng baha at tagtuyot.

Sa Japan, isinagawa ang bike action bilang bahagi ng Japanese protest action laban
sa Yokosuka Coal Power Plant sa Kanagawa.

Sa Bangladesh, pumadyak naman ang rickshaw drivers sa coastal areas ng Khulna.

Sa Delhi at Kolkata sa India, hindi lamang bikes ang naging tampok kundi maging ang vending
carts with wheels.

Sa Nepal, pumadyak ang mga bikers ng 10 kilometro mula sa Heritage Site patungo sa
siyudad ng Kathmandu, habang ang mga bikers sa Pakistan ay umikot sa Lahore.

Ayon kay Nacpil, pinaka urgent na dapat aksyunan sa climate change ay ang pag phase
outsa fossil fuels at palitan ng 100 percent na renewable energy.
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“We call for a rapid, just and equitable phaseout of fossil fuels and transition to clean energy.
We need to be fossil fuel-free before 2050. At the current pace, the world will exceed 3°C of
global warming by 2030. This will cause massive deaths and damage to communities,
livelihoods, food systems, habitats, and economies. Science tells us, however, that limiting the
rise in global warming to below 1.5 degrees Celsius, the safest temperature limit still possible,
is not beyond reach. But we need systemic changes, not hollow pledges for net zero that allow
for business as usual to continue,” pahayag ni Nacpil.

“We call for actions that deliver climate justice to countries that are much more vulnerable to
climate change and communities that are least able to prepare for, and recover from climate
change impacts. We likewise reject false solutions, such as technologies that claim to neutralize
the impacts of fossil fuels, as well as market mechanisms that do not deliver what is required
to limit global warming and speed up the transition to 100 percent renewable sources,” saad
naman ni lan Rivera, Philippine Movement for Climate Justice.

“Developing countries have contributed the least to global warming with less than four percent
of global carbon emissions. There is a huge climate debt owed to developing countries by
developed countries for the damage caused by their disproportionately large contributions to
climate change,” pahayag ni Sreedhar Ramamurthi ng Environics Trust India.

Source: https://www.remate.ph/coordinated-biking-events-isinagawa-sa-9-na-asian-countries-
climate-change-ihinirit/?fbclid=IwAR33LYyWV7At8eTg6Gh9VUKmMhP7vkNu-
XwTD9tlwO6Dv2LWC ktr9JvXeOR4
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A call to Invest In nature

Dr. Selva Ramachandran - The Philippine Star April 25, 2022 | 12:00am

This year's commemoration of Earth Day comes with an important call to action: to invest in
nature for the sustainable future of the generations to come. And what a timely call it is.

Increasing global emissions contribute to extreme weather patterns. The onslaught of recent
typhoons that swept the Philippines clearly demonstrates the worsening climate crisis, greatly
affecting those at the fringes of society.

The years 2021 to 2030 were designated by the United Nations as the decade for ecosystem
restoration, as well as the deadline for the achievement of the sustainable development goals.
The call for protection and revival of the earth’s ecosystems has never been more urgent. Only
with healthy ecosystems can we enhance people’s livelihoods, address climate change,
prevent the collapse of biodiversity and protect the population against deadly pandemic.

However, the planet and its people are at the tipping point; we find ourselves faced with a
critical crossroads, which could spell either survival or peril. Recent global reports such as the
UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the assessment of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
have highlighted that we are at a turning point in the earth’s history if nothing is done. The
message is clear — we need to change the way by which we use investments to reverse this
trajectory.

We do not need to look far to observe the challenges in restoring the country’s valuable
ecosystems. The Philippines has been touted as the third largest contributor of marine plastics.
Combined with water pollution, these endanger marine wildlife and fisheries production,
affecting the value of tourism, food supply and human health. Recent studies have shown that
microplastics have been discovered in human blood, organs and tissues, posing huge added
health risks.

Furthermore, degraded watersheds have resulted in reduced capacities to prevent flooding and
landslides, affecting lives and properties, and at the same time reducing water supply during
dry months. Mangroves, seagrasses and coral reefs have deteriorated in many parts of the
country, and uncontrolled development in the coastal areas have compromised their ability to
weaken storm surges and other climate induced hazards, thereby leaving swathes of
destruction to communities and livelihoods.

All of these are preventable, if every citizen, stakeholder will do their part in investing in nature.
Investing in our future would mean less cost to repair, rebound and avoid the hefty damages
that inaction could inflict upon society.

There are a number of ways by which we can show our ‘investments.’

First, let us invest in behavior and lifestyle modification. Global food waste, for example, is
responsible for 6-8 percent of greenhouse gas emissions. This, in addition to making more food
available for those who are in need, is a tradeoff we make if we are not prudent in our
consumption.

Everyday decisions, such as minimizing the use of plastics, can mean a lot in turning the tide
in our campaign against marine litter. Reducing the volume of our wardrobe and the frequency
we buy new clothes is another way we can make a difference. The fashion industry alone is
responsible for 2.1 billion metric tons of GHG emissions in 2018 or 4 percent of the global total.
This is equivalent to the same quantity of emissions of the entire economies of France,
Germany and the UK combined!
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Second, let us invest in risk-informed planning and development. Decisions on location of
settlements, industries, city centers; and the way we plan spatial development in cities,
greening our infrastructure can mean a lot in preventing lives and saving costs through
efficiency gains. Mapping of hazards and exposure of population and assets, and providing
alternatives and development controls, zoning regulations can save the government billions of
dollars of losses and damages from powerful typhoons and earthquakes.

Third, let us ensure financing is geared towards sustainability. This means ensuring that capital
is channeled towards investments that either do no harm or result in positive impacts on
environment. There are available tools to guide decision making on this, and metrics to guide
us in measuring results. This entails the active application of environment, social and
governance (ESG) principles; aligning with the Sustainable Finance Roadmap and ensuring
each project is evaluated against social and environmental impacts. There are big wins in doing
this — the Better Business Better World Report of UNDP has estimated that around $82 trillion
in investment opportunity and 4.4 million new jobs will be created if directed towards those in
support of SDG positive investments.

Lastly, all of these will not happen without an environmentally aware citizenry and supportive
leadership. At this crucial time, we enjoin all Filipinos to make their voices heard and advocate
for environmental sustainability and sustainability financing as priority agenda for the country’s
path for development. The clock is ticking, and every second of inaction may cause us
generations lost.

* * %

Dr. Selva Ramachandran is UNDP Philippines Resident Representative.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/04/25/2176501/call-invest-nature



https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/04/25/2176501/call-invest-nature

§ STRATEGIC o April 25 2022 [ Headtine

COMMUNICATION & E m ' ' , — [ editorial
s |NITIATIVES B an[lﬂ @lmﬁﬁ [ ] cotumn
—"\_:_' SERVICE h 10f2 [] opinion

Page D Feature Article

A call to invest Iin nature

By Dr. Selva Ramachandran, UNDP Philippines Resident Representative April 25, 2022
THIS year's commemoration of Earth Day comes with an important call to action: to invest in
nature for the sustainable future of the generations to come. And what a timely call it is.

Increasing global emissions contribute to extreme weather patterns. The onslaught of recent
typhoons that swept the Philippines clearly demonstrate the worsening climate crisis, greatly
affecting those at the fringes of society.

The years 2021 to 2030 was designated by the United Nations as the decade for ecosystem
restoration, as well as the deadline for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SGDs). The call for protection and revival of the earth's ecosystems has never been more
urgent. Only with healthy ecosystems can we enhance people's livelihoods, address climate
change, prevent the collapse of biodiversity and protect the population against deadly
pandemic.

However, the planet and its people are at the tipping point; we find ourselves faced with a
critical crossroads, which could spell either survival or peril. Recent global reports such as the
United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the assessment of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services have
highlighted that we are at a turning point in the earth's history if nothing is done. The message
is clear — we need to change the way by which we use investments to reverse this trajectory.

We do not need to look far to observe the challenges in restoring the country's valuable
ecosystems. The Philippines has been touted as the third-largest contributor of marine plastics.
Combined with water pollution, these endanger marine wildlife and fisheries production,
affecting the value of tourism, food supply and human health. Recent studies have shown that
microplastics have been discovered in human blood, organs and tissues, posing added huge
health risks.

Furthermore, degraded watersheds have resulted in reduced capacities to prevent flooding and
landslides, affecting lives and properties and, at the same time, reducing water supply during
dry months. Mangroves, seagrasses and coral reefs have deteriorated in many parts of the
country, and uncontrolled development in the coastal areas have compromised their ability to
weaken storm surges and other climate induced hazards, thereby leaving swathes of
destruction to communities and livelihoods.

All of these are preventable, if every citizen, stakeholder will do their part in investing in nature.
Investing in our future would mean less cost to repair, rebound and avoid the hefty damages
that inaction could inflict upon society.

There are a number of ways by which we can show our "investments."

First, let us invest in behavior and lifestyle modification. Global food waste, for example, is
responsible for 6 to 8 percent of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This, in addition to making
more food available for those who are in need, is a trade-off we make if we are not prudent in
our consumption.

Everyday decisions, such as minimizing the use of plastics, can mean a lot in turning the tide
in our campaign against marine litter. Reducing the volume of our wardrobe and the frequency
we buy new clothes is another way we can make a difference. The fashion industry alone is
responsible for 2.1 billion metric tons of GHG emissions in 2018 or 4 percent of the global total.
This is equivalent to the same quantity of emissions of the entire economies of France,
Germany and the United Kingdom combined!
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Second, let us invest in risk-informed planning and development. Decisions on location of
settlements, industries, city centers; and the way we plan spatial development in cities,
greening our infrastructure can mean a lot in preventing lives and saving costs through
efficiency gains. Mapping of hazards and exposure of population and assets, and providing
alternatives and development controls, zoning regulations can save the government billions of
dollars of losses and damages from powerful typhoons and earthquakes.

Third, let us ensure financing is geared toward sustainability. This means ensuring that capital
is channeled toward investments that either do no harm or result in positive impacts on the
environment. There are available tools to guide decision-making on this and metrics to guide
us in measuring results. This entails the active application of environment, social and
governance principles; aligning with the Sustainable Finance Roadmap; and ensuring each
project is evaluated against social and environmental impacts. There are big wins in doing this
— the Better Business better World Report of UNDP (United Nations Development Program)
has estimated that around $82 trillion in investment opportunity and 4.4 million new jobs will be
created if directed toward those in support of SDG positive investments.

Lastly, all of these will not happen without an environmentally aware citizenry and supportive
leadership. At this crucial time, we enjoin all Filipinos to make their voices heard and advocate
for environmental sustainability and sustainability financing as priority agenda for the country's
path for development. The clock is ticking, and every second of inaction may cause us
generations to be lost.

Dr. Selva Ramachandran is the Philippines resident representative of the UN Development
Program (UNDP).

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/25/opinion/columns/a-call-to-invest-in-
nature/1841134
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Metro Headlines
16h- @
Nakumpiska sa Las Nieves, Agusan del Norte ang tinatayang P123,000 halaga ng lauan lumber na

inabandona sa Purok 2, Barangay Tinucuran Lunes.

P100,000 halaga naman ng mga trosec na ilegal na pinutol ang nakumpiska sa Barangay Ampawid,
Laak, Davac de Oro noong Linggo. Walang nahuli sa parehong insidente. |[ABS-CBN News

WATCH:httpsy//bit.ly/3jXcDez
{ms: RPIO; PRO 13; PRO XI) | via Charmane Awitan at Hernel Tocmoe

BASAHIN ang mga kaugnay na ulat: https://news.abs-cbn.com/patroi/tag/iliegal-lcgging

% T 19 EEA

Source: https://www.facebook.com/559427657863686/posts/1362612890878488/?app=fbl
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Boracay stakeholders seek
increase In carrying capacity

By MA, Stevsa F Anagpo ¥ golesiss/laym
Speciad to the BusiHessMisnon

OURISM stakeholders on Boracay

[sland have appealed for a new

study on the island’s carrying
capacity, in the light of infrastrueture
improvements made by governmient.

In 2 letter on April 19, 2022 1o
Tourism Secretary Bernadette Ro-
mulo Puyat and Regional Director
for Western Visayas Cristine €
Mansinares, the Philippine Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry- *

Boracay (PCCI-Boracay) said, "So
many improvements have been
made to Boracay's infrastructure,
[tmay makesense torecoasider the
[carzying] capacity recommenda
tions from prior to thesesigniticant
improvements,”

Since the island's reopening én
October 25, 2016 and in the suc-
ceedingyears, PCCl-Boracay noted
that roads have been widened, the
island's sewerage system has been
improved, water quality issues that
initially affected Boracay'seaviren-
ment have been addressed, hotels
and other establishments have
built their own sewerage Lreat ment
plants, and buildings have complied
with measures mandated by the
Boracay Inter-Agency Tusk Force

The business group's appeal
comes on the heels of Romulo

Puyat's recent report, citing the is-
landashavingbreachedits carrying
capacity fortouristsdurmgthe Lent-
en break. A study conunissioned by
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resourcas in 2018 de-
tevmined that theisland could only
acommodate up to 19,215 tourists
a day, ar any given time, (See, Ba-
racaybreaches carrying capacity
fortouristson Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday — DOT, in the Bus)-
NESEMIRROR, onApril 18,2022.)
“Tfought with the mayor,” shedis

closed at a press conference on April

20, at the start of the thjee-day 21st
Waorld Tourism and Travel Council
Global Summit in Manila. “It's not
about lobbymg,r referring to the
PCCI-Boracay's request. “It's about
studies, ifindged, it cari be jnegrased.
Wewillrelygnthee s, Bven pre-
pandemic, we nevér breached the
19,000 [carrying capacityl.”

hts not cause
of tourist influx
AS l}‘ﬂu developed, duta frof the

Clvil Aeronautics Board (CAB) ob-
tained by the BUSINESSMIRROR
showed flights to Caticlan, the
gateway to Boracay, are still below
pre-pandemiclevels, and could not
have been the cause of the recent
breaches in carrying capacity of
Boracay lsland,

For this yeat's summer season,
from March to October, the CAB
onlyapproved 1, 880flights tq Cari-
clan, compared to 2,720 flights ap-
proved in summer 2019,

Bulk of this summer's ap-
proved flights originate from
Manila, at 992, with the Cebu
Facific group (including Cebgo)
accounting for Lthe most number
at 434, while Philippine Airlines
Express and Airphil Express
share 217 flights, Philippines Air
Asia also has 217, while Airswift
Transport has 124,

The data also show 785 ap
proved flights from Cebu to Cati-
clan, and 103 flights originating
from Clark in Pampanga for sum
mer 2022,

A CAB source said, "Pre-pan-
demic, they had alimost double the
number of flights approved this
seasoqu And yet, Boracay exceeded
6,400 flights per day this month.

“T'hat would show that the number

aof flights is nat the direct cause
{of exceeding the carrying capac-
ity during the Lenten break]."

Carrying capachy refers to an
ecosystem’s ability to suppért peo-
ple and other Living things without
having negstive effects,

!

DILG reiterates capacity cap

MEANWHILE, the Department of
the Interior and Local Government
has already written to Aklan Gov.
Florencio Miraflores and Malay
Mayor Frolibar Bautista to respect
the capacity limit for tourists on
the island.

At a news briefing in Malaca”
fang, DILG Undersecretacy Epi-
maco V. Denzing || addeéd, “If thé
carcying capacity [is exceedéd],
whether through negligence or in-
tentional, we will send them a let-
ter to explain, otherwise, thay can
be held administratively hable for
exceeding.. the carrying capacity
of Boracay leland”

Atourism officlal whorequested
anonymity saidthere werea ot of
visitorsteBoracaybyland especial-

. l) coming from Kegxmﬁco(upoud

‘of mainland AKfan, Antique, lloilo,
Capiz, and Negros Occidental.

While he confirmed thebreach,
Bautista said the island has b
without visitors for the past two
years, and as suchioit was Jex-
pected” there was going to be an
influx of visitors during the long
Lenten break. He told ANC inan
interview on Tuesday thatresorts
on the island will be engaged to
help monitor the number of visi-
tars island, to ensure there would
be no more breaches in ll.cur{y
ing capacity.

There has hesn no statement so
far from Miraflores, whose office
controls Lhe issuance of gr codes
Lo touristy.
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By Tina 8. Santos
@santostinaINQ

The government aims to at-
tract more tourists in destina-

tions that promote “regenera-

tive tourism,” its tourism chief
said, describing that thrust as
an endeavor “to leave a desti-
nation (n a better state than it
was befare.”

Speaking at the 21st World
Travel and Tourism Council
(WTTC) Global Summit which
ended on Friday, Tourism
Secretary Bernadette Romulo
Puyat said there has been a
shift in tourist behavior and
preference since the COVID-19
pandemic.

This, she said, has guided
the goal among the govern-
ment and other stakeholders
concerned toward regenera-
tive tourism.

“In the surveys conducted
by the DOT (Department of
Tourism) during the pandem-
ic, we found out that tourists
prefer outdoor, less-crowded
and open-air spaces. Tourists
are also looking for more per-
sonal, immersive and mean-
ingful experiences when visit-
ing a destination,” Puyat said.

She noted that among the
top considerations for tour-
ists are health, hygiene and
the safety of 2 destination—as
well as "a growing apprecia-
tion for places that champion
sustainable tourism."

Byword

As defined by the World
Tourism Organization of the
United Nations, sustainable
tourism “takes full account
of its current and future eco-
nomic, social and environ-
mental impacts, addressing
the needs of visitors, the in-
dustry, the environment and
host communities.”

Regenerative  tourism—
which has become a bywaord in
discugsions on the impact of
travel and tourism on commu-
nities and the environment—
is a further step from sustain-
able tourism. ’

According to one defini-
tion by the Center for the Pro-
motion of Imports, an agency
of the Ministry of Forelgn
Affairs of the Netherlands, re-
generative tourism aims “to
improve the local community
using tourism as a tool,

“By satisfying the prima-
ry needs of thé community,
regenerative tourism contrib-
utes to the quality of life of
local people. It helps commu-
nities and tourism sites con-
tinuously renew themselves,”

the center said.
Conservation initiative
The hybrid three-day

WTTC conference in Pasay
City, which had the theme *Re-
discovering Travel,” gathered
some 1,200 local and foreign
attendees, including business
leaders, government officials
and other stakeholders in the
tourism industry, apart from
online participants.

Among the speakers were
Masungi Georeserve (rustees
Ann and Billie Dumaliang
who shared their insights
about sustaining regenerative
travel, as regenerative tourism
is also called.

The Masungi Georeserve
is a leading tourist destination
and an award-winning conser-
vation initiative in Rizal prov-
ince, dedicated to preserving
the 6o-million-year-old lime-
stone pinnacle karst forma-
tions and endemic biodiversi-
ty there.

The site is also known for
its viewing decks, bridges and
rope courses and huge spider-
web-like-hammocks amid the
surrounding rainforest.

Ann Dumaliang said re-
generative tourism is about
designing experiences around
sustainability.

“When we talk about re-
generative tourism, ..we tend
to forget we need to localize
our approach and that means
getting to know the places
that we move in, understand-
ing the geographical nature
of the destinations we belong
to, and through that recre-
ating designs, development,
ways of Interacting with it
that would sustain and protect
and strengthen this interde-
pendence that we have in the
ecosystem that we exist in,"
she said.

“Regenerative tourism re-
ally is a change in mindset, a
paradigm shift from tourism
that leaves no trace to tourism
[and leaves] things better than
they were before,"” added Billie
Dumaliang.

REGENERATE TOURISM:
DO IT LIKE MASUNG

Small things Nevertheless the outlook
Inidally a 430-hectare for tourism in the ?hﬂippines
project, the Masungi Geore- appears bright, going by the
serve has since been expanded WTTC's projection in its lat-
to include the restoration of est Economic Impact Report
about 3,000 hectares of de- that this industry would reach
graded forests in partnership an annual growth rate of 6.7
with the national government. percent in the next 10 years—
“[Conservation] wasn't the exceeding the average growth
original plan, ..but we knew rate of 56 percent for the
that if we don’t restore the wa- overall economy.
tershed around us, we could  According to the report
lose water, If we don't protect employment will grow annu-
the area from destructive in- ally by an average of 3 percent
dustries, the entire Jandscape in that same period, generat-
and the communities will ing 2.9 million new jobs which
suffer. It becomes the inher- will accotint for 2.5 percent of
ent and logical thing for us to all jobs in the country. v
promote regenerative tourlsm  “Now, recavery is in our
and use tourism to solve the sights. It is not uniform, it is
{ssues and pressing problems faltering; bt it is recovery.
of our community,” Billie said. Here in [the] Asia-Pacific, the
Ann sald important les- reopening is just beginning. I
sons can be learned even with congratulate the Philippines,
the small things. a nation that has shown de-
“For instance, among the termination and courage to
rules that we have is to care for reignite travel,” Simpson
the snails that_.. in our sanctu- said. ma
ary, caring for the rocks,” she
said, adding that looking after
everything in the conservation
area has changed a great deal
of their approach to design
and development.
Billie said there are no
trash bins in Masungi except
in the toilets.
“When you go to a destina-
tion, do not bring more things,
Do not burden the destination
with more waste and [instead)|
help them be able to sustain
themselves,” she said.

‘Recovery’

Sustainability  still re-
mained a prevalent theme in
this conference. Puyat hersell
pointed out that *With nature
revisited, and sustainability
reinforced, we move for the
normalization of standards
we have put in place for a safe,
seamless, responsible, and fun
travel."

But she also said “tourism
can be an important tool for
narure’s regeneration.”

WTTC President and CEO
Julia Simpson said: “We still
have work to do to bring down
postpandemic barriers, open
economies, and harmonize
health data for seamless trav-
el. Sustainability hasn't just
been an item on this agenda.
i’s been a major theme of the
summit.”
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Gov* t agencnes to solve conjommg t|t||ng Issues

By Rio N. Araja

GOVERNMENT agencies—the De-
partment of Agrarian Reform, Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources and National Commission on
Indigenous Peoplu have met up to
address issues related 1o
Support 1o Parcelization of Lands for
Individual Titling (SPLIT) praject.
They conducted a consultation meet-
mmhndudﬁxuu'y»mhw
ping issues in relation to
dmmﬁmu&hndmdnp
awards (CCLOAs) for the SPLIT project.
According to Agrarian Reform Under-

secretary for Legal Affairs Office Luis
Meinrado ‘based on a joint
mmmmmm
cessing for land titles pur-
suant to their mandates must notify the
NCIP of the specific arca to be titled.

CLOAs shall not be displaced,” he added.
The NCIP is tasked to certify subject
land o the projection of survey plans
and issuance of dhe sentification of non-
overlap, whether the same affects an al- |
ienable and disposable or ancestral land
involving “conflict argas” as identified by
meamcmrmdpcndingfomhp-

ping, jutisdictimalioperational issues
Mmctinadumsvlmhmmlu
or pmcnﬁally comtentious, Meanwhile,
czar Eduardo del Rosario an-

i- nounced Sunday the government was set

to award permanent shelters for internally
pecsons in the war-torn Marawi
City in Lanso del Sur. ‘
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Resorts World Manila
takes Earth Day to heart

‘THE warm summer of April is usually & call for cclebradon but as
temperatures continue to tise, focus is shifted towards taking better
care of the planet, Earth Day is on Apsil 22 this year and the coun-
ery's premier entertainment and lifestyle hub, Resorts World Manila
(RWM), is putting its heart into celebrating all things Earth for the
rest of the month. The celebration of all good things for the planet
is part of the country’s first fully integrated resort’s overall com-
mitment to championing sustainability, RWM's “TLOVE EARTH”
campaign recognizes the importance of putting the EARTH into
the HEART of every individual, community, and business.

Go green with glee at the Plant and Susrainability Fair a The
Plaza 2F Newport Mall from April 18-24. Stop by and smell the
flura by premium plant nursery, Arid & Aroids, with their best col-
lection of plants on sale and displayed at the festval. Merchants
from The Good Trade PH are also in on the fair with booths sell-
ing Earth-loving products from apparel, accessories, and skin care.

RWM's Newport Gardea Wing's The Grove at the 2nd Hoor
is also hosting a Mall-seum exhibit for long established Filipino
sculptor Arnel Borja. Arnel Borja is known for his large pieccs
that arc based on the principle of fulcrumn balaace. Witness his art
and behold the intricate equilibrium that extends the fulcrom from
theory to teality with the awe-inspiring display from Apel 21-May
4. Selected art pieces are available for purchase through wwwire-
mexclusives.com using cash, credir, and RWM membership points,

Vlsits to RWM can be made more memorable with 4 can't-be
missed photo opportunity at the new Green Farth One (GEO)
installadon at the ground floor of the Newport Garden Wing, right
beside the Garden Wing Cafe. (GEQ is a living sphencal garden that
features a variety of plant species that cxude real beauty that thrives
in this environment. The installation in itself represents the Farth
and the fragile ecological balance of life and human development.

EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS. Maniia Water amployeas and the finn's pariner
agencies posed for photo op, as they celebrate Earth Day by conducting 8 *
Lakbay Kallkasan Hiking and Biking for Nature® at the La Mesa Dam Nature
Reserve along Quirino Highway in Quezon City.

{L-R) ABS-CBN Founda-
tlon Managing Director
Roberta Lopez-Feliciano
Manila Water President
and CED Jocot de Dics
and DENR-NCR Ragion-
al Execulive Director
Jacuriine Caancan hotds
a plant during the cer-
emonial kick-off of the
tree planting activity for
Earth Day 2022 celebra-
tlon at the Orasa Hall,
Baiara Fikers Park, Brgy.
Pansol in Quazan Clty
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As the planet heats up, here’s what we can do

s expected, the latest Intergovernmen-
tal Papel on Climate Change ([PCC)
Working Group 3 assessment repart,
whiclr was released on April 4, 2022,
contains a mix of bad news and good news.

The report reiterates what we bave known
for some time now: Planetary temperature is
rising because of the continued emission of
greenhouse gases (GHG). Net GHG emissions
from, all sectors have increased since 2010.
Even worse, pledges by nations made during
COP26 (Conference of Parties) as contained
in their nationally determined contributions
will not be enough to keep the earth's tem-
perature below z degrees Celsius, much Jess
below 1.5 degrees Celsius. These temperature
targets are embodied in the Paris Agreement
because if we exceed them, there will be un-
told damages and losses to both natural and
human systems.

According to the IPCC report, if we are to
stay within a 2-degree warmer world, deep,
drastic, and even immediate cuts in GHG
emissions are unavoidable. If these cuts ma-
terialize, global GHG emissions should peak
by 2025, and we can achieve net-zero enmis-
sions by 2050 {for 1.5-degree warming), and
2070 (for 2-degree warming). These are lofty
ambitions, and it is arguable whether the
global community can muster the baldness
and unity even to attempt them.

On the positive side, GHG mitigation
technologies are available, and policles are
gaining traction. For instance, the costs of
several low-emission technologies have fall-

RODEL . LASCO

2%
29
IFWEARETOSTAY
WITHINA 2.DEBREE.
WARMER WORLD, DEEP. -
DRASTIC, AND EVEN
INNEDIATE CUTSN

ik ENISSIONS ARE
UNAVOIDABLE

en continuously since 2010, Overall, there is
aneed to transition to very low- or zero-car-
bon energy such asrenewables, demand-side
measures, and efficiency improvement.

The report also pointed outthat there are
mitigation opportunities for all sectors. In
cities, mitigation can be done by reducing or

changing energy and material consumption,
and enhancing carbon uptake and storage.
For the transport sector, electric vehicles
powered by low emission electricity has the |
largest mitigation potential based on its life ‘
cycle. Porest and other land-based measures

such as forest protection and expansion can

. also provide large scale GHG reductions,

Philippine emissions are less than half a
percent of global emissions. Some may use
this fact to argue that we should not bother
with mitigation activities and facus on ad-
dressing our vulnerabilities. However, it is
precisely because we are one of the most vul-
nerable countries that we should show our
commitmnent to reducing GHG emissions. By
taking action, we are expressing our solidar-
ity with the rest of the global community in
fighting climate change. We are then able to
challenge the largest emitters to do more in
curhing their emissions. More significantly,
by reducing our GHC emissions, we are pur-
suing the interest of our future generations
for a more livable planet,

The three IPCC scientific groups have
spoken, and their message is clear: Climate
change Is a clear and present danger. Action

is needed. Now.

Rodel Lasco is ane of the authors of the
IPCC’s Working Group 2 sixth assessment
repart. He is the executive director of The
OML Center, a foundation devoted to dis-
cavering climate change adaptation solu-
tions (http7/www.omiopezcenter.org/).
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We need to do better to beat chmate change

ONAprd 6, more than 1,200 sd-
enists around the globe carried
out climate change protest actions,
They chained and glued themselves

" 10 buildings and offices of the cor-

porations responsihle for fuiding

= fossil fuel projects. Some scientisis
** were amested. The scientists” day of

* climate action was an expression of

desperation that — despite all tife

- evidence gathered over the past de-

. cades —
" for governments and corporations.

1t's still "husiness as usual®

“Crop failures, migrations and marine
flonding What else do we need 10

 know?™ Spanish scientistand protester

~ Femando Vallerades asked (www.

" euronews.com, April 7, 2022),

Yes, what else do we need to

* know? Climate change is here and

- -

causing more frequent, more ex-
treme weather events with devastat-
ing efferis on communities and their
ability 10 support themselves. The
Philippinas was hit by yet another

destructive storm — Tropical Storm

"Apaton” — with death and massive

flonding that caused multibillion-

peso damage to homes, agriculture
and infrastructure. Around the same
time, South Aftica experienced ils
deadliest disaster ever when mas-

fore the LINGA, have failed to lead.
Corporations continue to put short-
term profit aver long-term survival.
How abour us people? While an
Tpsos Carth Day 2022 global survey an
climate change (ipsos.com) showed
that 7 outof 10 people are concerned,
*for the majority of people globally
there are other issues they feel are
more pressing, such as their family's
health, war, financial concemns and
the ongoing pandemic.” Dt Pippa
Raileyof Ipsos furthersaid that people
are aware that they need to change
behavior, “but if the issue isn't at the
1op of their privrities, they are unlikely
10 do 50 unless there is an incentive
that alipns with other prioritiesie sav-
Jing money.” (Ipsos, April 18, 2022).

RESURGENCE

MARIT
STINUS-
CABUGON

sive rainfall — some areas pelting
six months worth of rain in a single
day — caused unprecedented flood-
ing. Mare than 300 people perished.

In the wake of “Agaton,* President
Rodnigo Duterte again called on the
industrialized, rich countries 10 do
more 10 help poorer countries in
the Global South that are bearing
the brunt of climate change effecss,
vet have contribirted relatively little
to the problemn. The President also
expressed hope that the next Philip-
pine administration would do betrer
than his in addressing climate change.
Greenpeace Philippines echoes this
hope for meaningful and “coherent
strategics beyond disaster response”
that would also "address long-term
vulnerabilities, not just disasters”
(statetnent, Aprit 19, 2022).

In Septemnber 2021, Duterte had
told the [Inited Nations General
Assembly (LINGA) that the warld
was “at a critical tipping pointg, where
failure 1o act leads to cataciysmic

QZI Wanila Tines ) &

'Af-(

consequences for the whole of hu-
mankind.” In 2016, in his first State of
the Nation Address, the President said
that addressing dimate change would
beatap priority ofhis administration
though he qualified the statement:
Addressing dimate change should
notcnne al the expense of Philippine
industnalization and it should be in
accordance with a “fairand equitable
equation,” he said. So, the Philip.
pines saw more coal-fired power
plants while renewable energy took
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a badseat, On theodxerhand,the
administration’s efforts to introduce
electricity- and solar-powered public
transpantation met strong resistance
from affected drivers and operators.
Multiply the lack of tangible
progress in reducing greenhouse
gas emissians with the number of
countries and we understand why
stientists are wming into activists.
‘The bigger nations whose actions
could “tp the halance,” to borraw
from President Duterte’s speech be-

" The Duterte administraiion i the

same manner got tied up with what

it considered maore pressing for

instance the Marawi siege, the com-
munist insusgenicy, unemplayment
and powerty, disaster response, war
on drugs, Alrican swine fever and
of curse, the Cavid-19 pandemic.
Mast people don't see any ben-
¢fit from attempting to minimize
greenhouse-gas footprints, expecially
that their direct conibution to emis-
sions is negligible. Wealthy people

and people in the industrialized, rich
countries are to hlame, they have
enjoyed huxurious lifestyles at our
expense. Why should we complicate
our fives and make sacrificss? What
difference does it make anvhow?

"When it comes 1o climate
change, our biggest problem isn't
that we don't think it's real. It's
that we don’t think we can fix it,"
climate scientist Katharine Havhoe
wrote in her intraduclion to NASA
scientist Peter Kalmus. Kalmus was
arrested during the scientists’ pro-
test actions last April 6. *Changing
our lives shifts the culture-and
creates space for collective action,”
an optimistic Kalmus wrote on his
website, But optimism appears to
have tumed to desperation,

Cansidering the scale of dimate
change and thelr historical roles in
areating the problem, governments
and big corporations must do bet-
ter — and now. To quote Sir David
Artenborough, who was recently
recognized as a "Champion of
the Earth” by the United Nations:
*The world has 1o get together.,, We
know what the problems are, and
we know how to solve them. All
we lack is unified aclion.”
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For climate change resiliency and sustamab|llty

IT'S IN the middic of a hot summer but
heavy rams triggered flash floods and land-
:lidubylmpialsmgm.«pmdisplwed
over 2 million peopl: in the Eastern Visuyas
andDumnmnfSou&-Cenhlﬂn’hp»
pines, According to the April 18 update from
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC), this lat-
est extrerne weather hit killed 172, damaged
10,400 bomes, 309 roadways, and 135 bridg-
¢s. The estimated damage in infrastructure
and agriculture is over P250 million.

This latest climate change bomb has
again exposed how millions of Filipinos are
so vulnerable to the increasing frequency of
weather bome calamities, Scientists have
pointed out in many intemnational fora that
developing countries like the Philippines
will suffer the brunt of consequences of
millions of tons in greenhouse gas emis-
sions spewed daily by the industrialized and
richest countries dominating the global eco-
nomic system. An irony is that studies have
shown that Philippine total carbon emis-
sions don't even count relative to these big
€CONOmIEs.

We need reforms
to the Electric Power
Industry Reform
(EPIRAJ Act of 2001,

.

This puts us in a dilemma wherein in our
urgent need to recover and rebuild from the
pandemic crisis and sustain pre-COVID 19
economic trajectories, we must aggressively
develop our infrastructure and industries re-
quiring more power and energy to support
the expansion of our economic sectors un-
avoidably emitting more GHG emissions.

So how do we balance our right to build &
prosperous nation while honoring our com-
mitments to the histonc Pans Agreement
and meet the Philippines’ Nationally De-
termined Contribution (NDC) to cut carbon
emissions by 75 percent in 20307

A school of thought that [ have been
advocating 15 to hamess the power of new
technologies that have embraced sustain-
movement to prevent catastrophic global
warming. But in the Philippine situation, be-
ing at the receiving end of what is becoming
a yearly attack of extreme weather, building
resiliency to calamitous events should be a
top national and local government priority.
This will need an all-of-society approach in
redesigning disaster response and recovery
protocols to seamlessly integrate pro-active
readiness of the public and private sector.

A prerequisite to initiating the nght disas-

ter resiliency and response systemns that are
borderless and devoid of bureaucratic turfs
is 10 have a sound policy foundation that en-
courages openness to fast evolving technol-
ogy mnovations, Overcoming the change
cies is the first challenge.

Take, for instance, the appeal of environ-
mental advocacy group, Philippine Business |
for Environmental Stewardship (PBEST)
in its recent public statement calling for an
amendment of the Electric Power Industry
Reform (EPIRA) Act of 2001, Specifically,
PBEST proposes to expand access to renew-
ableewgy(kﬁ)mbyh\vmngﬂn
100kW consumption threshold prescribed
in the Retail Competition and Open Access
{RCOA) of the EPIRA law. |

PBEST co-convenor Eng. Felix Vitang-
col points out that currently, only elestricity”
end-users consuming at least 100kW for the
preceding twelve months are allowed to pas-
ticipate in the program as & contestable mar-
ket or those electricity end-users who have |
a choice of supplier of electricity including |
renewable energy.

“The policy puts a threshold on the num-
ber of electricity end-users that can immexi-
ately wansition to RE. Electricity end-users
having low power consumption but having
the capacity to transition to RE cannot do
s0,” he said,

Eng. Vitangcol further points out the Re-
newable Enerzy Act of 2008, (Republic Act
No. 9513) being too developer cenfric as
majority of the incentives to them and little
left for clectricity end-users who have the
capability to establish RE sets in their own
facilities. Incentives should be restructured
and expanded to include clectricity end-
users who want 1o utilize their own RE in-
[rastructures.

Furthermore, PBEST proposes an amend- -

ment to the implementing rules and regula~
tions of the RCOA accelerating the thresh-
old timeline to 10 kKW w 99 kW this year
instead of waiting for another year to allow
more industries to utilize RE, An example
that Eng. Vitangcol cited was the RE gener-
ator sets provided by Globe which activated
its facilities to provide internet connection to
affected areas through its power modemiza-
tion program.
PBEST advocates the building of a robust
and sustainable mix of energy supply that
can tap into stored battery power from RE
as an altemative source for telecommunica-
the electricity grid is down. With this in
place, disaster response and recovery will
definitely be more efficient, and more lives
will be saved.

As we will soon elect new leaders to |
govern another six-year political cycle, |
le(utwarddmmduclnamhdus

that understand the interlinked dynamics

of the eavironment, health, economy, and

the value of hamessing science and tech-

nology as a rich and innovative toolbox

for governance where the private sector is

an indispensable and capable partner that

ahuud:enationdim:mtofmimblq
prosperity for the country.
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classified as 20-day transaction

THE DEPARTMENT of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said tha online applica-
tion process for an Environmen-
tal Compliance Certificate (ECC)
has been simplified with a goal
of generating approvals or rejec-
tions after 20 working days.

The 20-day deadline is in line
with the recommended process-
Ing time for “highly technical
transactions” under the Ease of
Doing Business Law (Republic
Act11032).

—

The 20-day category &bt in-
cludes projects that pose a Hidk to
public health, safety, or morals,
or activities that run eounter 1
public policy.

In 2 memorandum cireunlar,
the DENR said the new onling
procedure applies to projects for
which proponents must submit
documents listed in the Initial
Environmentali Examination
(TEE) checklist.

“Sinee 2015, no updating of pro-
cedures and requirements of the

established ECC online system has
been made,” the DENR said.

The ECC is 2 key document
that must be obtained before
undertaking major projects, It
includes an assessment of the
project’s impact on its surround-
ings, and is mandatory for mines,
power plants and infrastructure
projects.

The minimum documentary
requirements for ECC applica-
tions filed online were listed as

proof of authority over the project

site, certification from the local
government unit (LGU) on the
compatibility of the proposed
project, the project description,
and geotagged photographs of the
site, among others.

The new ECC application fee
costs P5,070 while the amend-
ment application costs P2,030.

The law requires simple trans-
actions to be concluded within
three days and complex transac-
tions within seven days. — Laisa
Maria Jacinta C, Jocson ‘
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Regenerate tourism:
Do it like Masungi

The government aims to attract tourists by pro-
moting “regenerative tourism,” which Tourlsm
Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat describes
as “leav{ing] a destination In a better state than
it was before.” The Masungi Georeserve in Rizal
province is one destination that comes to mind,
as it "usels| tourism to solve the issues (in] our
community,” said trustee Billie Dumaliang. n

—STORY BY TINA G. SANTOS
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« Ui year’s commemosation of Earth Day comes

- ¥ whih animportart call to action: to investin

= nature for the sustainable future of the genera-

+ tions to come. And what a timely callitis,
Increasing global emissians contribute fo

- extreme weather patterns. The onslaught of

* recent typhoons that swept the Philippines dearly

* demaonstrate the worsening dimate oisis, greatly

« affecting those at the fringes of sodety.

The years 2021 to 2030 was designated by
the United Nations as the decade for ecasystem
restoration, as well as the deadline for the
achievement of the Sustainable Develapment
Goals {5GDs). The call for protection and revival
of the earth's ecosystems has never been more
urgent. Only with healthy ecosystems can we
enhance people’s lvelihoods, address dimate
change, prevent the collapse of biodiversity and

* protect the population against deadly pandemic.

Howaver, the planet and ifs people are at:
the tipping point; we find ourselves faced with
a critical crossroads, which could spell either
survival or peril. Recent global reports such as
the United Nations' [ntergovernmental Fanel -
on Climate Change and the assessment of the
Intergovernmental Science-Palicy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services have

highlightzd that we are at a turning point in the
earth's history if nothing is done, The message
is clear — we need to change the way by which

COMMENTARY
A call to invest in nature

we use Investments to reverse this trajectory. madification. Global food waste, for exam- toward sustainabliity. This means ensuring that

We do not need tolaak far to obsarve the pie, s responsible for 6 to 8 percent of green-  capital Is channeled toward investments that
challenges in restoring the country'svaluzble house gas {GHG) emissians. This, in addition either do no harm or result in positive impacts
ecosystens. The Philippines has been touted as 1o making mote food available for those who  on the environment. There are available tools
the third-largest contributor of marine plastics. are in need, is a trade-off we make if weare  to quide decision-making on this and metrics
Combiried with water pollutian, these endanger nat prudent in our consumption, to quide us in measuring results, This entails
marine wildlife and fisheries production, affecting Everyday decisions, such as minimizing the the active application of environment, sodal
the value of toursm, foed supply and human use of plastics, can mean a lat in tuming the and governance principles; aligning with the
health, Recent studies have shown that mirroplas-  tide in our campaign against marine litter. Sustainable Finance Roadmap; and ensuring
tics have been discovered in human blood, organs  Reduding the volume of our wardrobe andthe  each project is evaluated against social and
and tssues, posing added huge health risks. frequency we buy new dothes is another way ~ emviranmental impacts. There are big wins in

Furthermore, degraded watersheds have re-  we can make a difference. The fashionindustry  doing this — the Better Business better World
sulted in reduced capacities to prevent flooding  alone is responsitle for 2.1 billion metrictonsof ~ Report of UNDP (United Nations Development
and landslides, affecting lives and properties GHG emissions in 2018 or 4 percent of the global ~ Program| has estimated that around $82 trillion
and, at the same time, reducing water supply total, This Is equivalent to the same quantity in investment opportunity and 4.4 million new
during dry months, Mangroves, seagrassesand  of emissions of the entire aconomies of france, jobs will be created if diracted toward thaze in
coral reefs have deteriorated inmany partsof ~ Germany and the United Kingdom combined! support of SRG positive investments,

the country, and uncontrofled development in
the roastal areas have rompromised their ahil-

Second, let us invest in risk-informed plan-
ning and develapment. Dedisions on location

Lastly, all of these will not happen with-
out an environmentally aware citizenry and

ity to weaken storm surges and other dimate of settlements, industries, city centers; and supportive feadership. At this crucial time, we
induced hazards, therehy leaving swathes of the way we plan spatial development in cities,  enjoin all Filipinos to make their voices heard
dectruction to communities and livelihoads. greening our infrastructure can mean 3 lot and advocate for environmental sustainability

Al of these are preventable, if every ditizen, in preventing lives and saving costs through and sustainability financing as priority agenda
stakeholder will do their part in investing in na- efficiency galns. Mapping of hazards and ex- for the country’s path for development. The
1ure investing in our future would mean less cost  posure of population and assets, and providing  clock Is ticking, and every second of inaction
10 repair, rabound and avoid the hefty damages alternatives and development controks, zoning  may cause us generations to be fost.
thatinaction couid inflict upon society, regquiations can save the government billions

There are a number of ways by whichwe can  of dollars of lasses and damages from powerful D, Sefva Ramachandran is the Philippines
show our “investments.” 1yphoons and earthguakes. resident representative of the U Development

First, let us Invest in behavior and lifestylz

Third, let us ensure financing is geared

FProgeam (UNDP).
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Phl wants climate change
funds for developing countries

By ALEXIS ROMERO

The Philippines is calling for accessible
climate financing for developing countries
that are vulnerable to global warming, saying
more should be done to those who are least
responsible for but are most exposed to the
problem.

Climate Change Commission Secretary
Robert Borje said the challenge for and re-
sponsibility of Asia and Pacific nations is
to craft and implement water development
strategies and trajectories in the era of climate

- change “up to the last mile” and "up to the
last person,”

“To this end, we neéd climate financing.
‘Make it more accessible and available. Un-
lock it for the developing world,” Borje said
w the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit

.

;. 2 T
wards a more informed collaboration among
our nations, so that our peoples, across
generations, will be equipped to restore and
ensure the quality of and access to water for
all - : a matter of life — a dignified life,” he

During his introduction to President
Duterte during the leaders’ meeting, Borje
said v.:limate justice is central to the Philip-
pines’ stance on climate change mitigation
and adaptation.

"'{o !:he least m;pol?sible, to those with the

sources, those most i
d to do more,” Borje said. expésed 4
st week, Duterte reiterated the need
rich and industrialized countries to
pensate developing ones for the im-
of their carbon emissions, noting that
developed tountries are the biggest
contributors of carbon emissions
while poorer countries like the Phil-
ippines bear the brunt of the impact
of climate change.

"Why should we suffer? The rich
who are not hit by the destruction
caused by the pollution, they should
Pay us for the damage or they should
do something to equalize. We sustain
huge damage even if our ution
z:‘:limm: 1ange is small,” the Presi-

t said during his weekly address
aired last M:ondnfy. 3

in Japan last Saturday. -

is is not a plea for handouts, excellen-
cies, ladies and men. This is an urgent
call for responsible partnership. We want
to contribute more but we in the d'evefop-
ing world need to help ourselves first,” he
added.

Borje cited the Philippines’ experiences
with typhoons, including the impact of tropi-
cal depression Agaton, which displaced tens
of thousands of families in the Visayas and
Mindanao and damaged about $1.6 billion
worth of ties. .

“But, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen of
this meeting, the narrative can still be trans-
formed: from frustration and desperation to
one of action and inspiration,” he said.

“This is where climate justice becomes
relevant in what we do - a guiding light to-
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'Agencies to settle issues
over CARP-awarded land

By JoNATHAN L, Mavuaa
¥ @jonimayuga

O-CALLED “overlapping
issueg," in relation to the

parcelization of “collective
certificates of land ownership
awards,” or CCLOAs, were top
of the agenda of 2 meeting on
land and forestry by officials
of the Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR), Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and the
National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples,

The move is in relation to
the “Support to Parcelization
of Lands for Individual
Titling,” or *Split,” project

being implemented by the DAR.

A joint guideline spelled
out that before processing
applications for land titles
pursuant to their respective
mandated, the DAR and DENR

must nodfythe NCIP of the
specific area to be titled, DAR
Undersecretary for Legil
Affairs Office Luis Meinrado C.
Pangulayan explained.

Alllands covered by collective
CLOAs within classified
timberlands, unclassified public
forests, mineral lands, and
national parks, shall be parcelized
in favor of agrarian reform
beneficiaries, Pafgulayan said.

“During the implementation
of parcelization and in the
issuance of appropriate tenurial
instruments, the actual occupants
on the lands covered by collective
CLOAs shall not be displaced,” he
further said.

The NCIP-is tasked to certify
subject land to the projection
of survey plans and issuance of
the certification of non-ovedap,
whether the same affectsan
alienable and disposable (AD)
or ancestral land {AL) involving

“conflict areas” as identiﬁedbythe

or operational issues or conflicting
claims which are contentious or
potentially contentious.

“This is a very good
apportunity to have a face-to-face
meeting with the regional offices
of the DAR and our Technical
Working Group members

to show commitment to the
ownership of the government

~ for land administration in the

Philippines,” World Bank Senior
Environmental Engineer Maya
Gabriella Q. Villaluz said.

The “Split” is the largest
land-administration project of
the World Bank in the world
and that they want the best
practice of this project shared
with other countries.

The event was attended by
DAR and World Bank Mission
representatives.
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A call to invest in nature

BY Dr. SELVA RAMACHANDRAN

inour future would meanles s costto
repair, rebound, and avoid the kefry

can save the government billions of
dollars of lasses and damages from

HIS year's cammemoration of Earth Day comes with an im- damages that inaction could inflict  powerful typhoonsand earthquakes.
rtant call to action: to invest in nature for the sustainable upan society. There are a number Third, let us ensure financing
ﬁure of the generations to come. And what a timely call it is. of ways by which we can show our is geared rowards sustainability.
. “iavestments.” This means ensuring that capital

First, let us investin behaviorand

is channeled towards investments

Increasing global emissions con- way by which we use investments ta lifestyle modification, Glabal food that either do no harm or resultin
tributetoextrame weather patterns. reverse this trajectory. waste, for example, is responsible positive impacts on environment.
The onslaughs of recent ryphoons We do not need to look far to ob- for 6 percent to B percent of green- There are available tools to guide
that swept the Philippines clearly servethe challenges in restoring the houge gas emissions. This, in add|- decision making on this, and met-
demonstrate the climate country’s valuabla ecosystems. The tion to making mare food available rics to guide us mmeasuringresults.
crisis, greatly affecting those ar the Philippines has been touted as the for those who are in need, is a trad- Thisentails the active applicationof
fringes of society. 3rd largest contributor of marine eoff we make'if we are not prudent enyironment, soclalend governance

The yaars 2021 to 2030 was des- plastics. Combinedwithwaterpollu- in our gonsumptian. (ESG) principles; aligning with the
ignatedbytheUnited Nationsasthe  8én, thessendangermarine wildlife Pvay&y decisions, such as mini- Sustainable Finance Roadmap: and
decade for ecosystem restoration, as and fisheries production, affecting mizing the use of plastics, can mean ensuring each project is evaluated
well 35 the deadline for theachieve-  sha value of tourism, foed supgly, a lot in tuiming the tide in our cam: agdinst social and eavironmen-
mentofthe sustainable development lnﬂ‘ human hespgh Recent studies paign against marine litter. Reduc- tal impacts. There afe big wins in
goals. The call for protection and re- hivws s'hown that microplastics have ing the volume of our wardrobe and doing this—rthe Better Business
vival of the earth’s ecosystems has b@dummdmhum;nhbod or the frequm:y we buy new clothes is better World Repart of U‘NDP s
never been more urgent. Only with ganzand tisstes, poeing added huge another wajF we can make a diffor- estimated that arowhd 382 lnlhpm
healthy ecosystemns can we enhance health risks. . ence. The fashion industry alore is in investment opportunity and 4.4
people’slivelihoods, addressclimare F;mhrrmore. degraded water- respansible for 2 1 billion mezrictons million new jobs will bercreated if
change, prevent the collapse of bio- sheds have resulted in reduked ca- of GHG emissionsin 2018 ord pezcent directed towards thoge in support
diversity, and protect thepopulation pacitiestoprevent flooding andland- af the global total. This isequivalent of SDG positive investments
against deadly pandemic. slides, affectinglivesand praperties, to the same quanrity of emissions of Lastly, all of these will not hap-

Howevey, the planetand its people and at the same time ceducing water the entire economies of France, Ger- pen without an environmentally
are at the tipping point; we find our- supply during dry months. Man- many and the UK combined! aware citizeary and supportive
selvesfaced withacritical crossroads, groves, seagrasses and coral reefs Secand, let us invest in risk-in- leadership. At this crucial tme, we
which could spell either survival or have deteriorated in many parts of formed planning and development. enjoin all Filipinos to make their
peril. Recent global reports such as the country, and uncontrolled de-  * Dedsionsonloctionof settiements, voices heard and advocate for en-
the UN's Intergovernmental Panel velopment in the coastal areas have industries, city centers: and the way vironmental sustainability and
an Climare Change (IPCC) and the  compromised their ability to weak- we plan spatial development in cit- sustainability financing as pricrity
assessment of the (ntergovernmen- en storm surges and other climate ies, greening our infrastructure agenda for the country’s path for
tal Science-Policy Platform on Bio- induced hazards, thereby leaving can mean a lot in preventing lives development, The clock is ticking,

diversity and Ecosystem Services

swathes of destruction o commu-

and saving costs through efficiency

and every second of inaction may

(IPBES) have highlighted that we nities and livelihoods gains. Mapping of hazards and ex-  cause us generations lost

are at a turning point in the earth’s Allof these are preventable, ifev- posureof populationandassets. and '

history if nothing is done. The mes- ery citizen, stakeholderwill do their providing alternatives and develop- Lx. Setva Kemachandram & the UNOP Phifip-
sage isclear—wa nead ta change the partininvestinginnature, Investing ment contrals, zoning regulations s Resident Represantathe

bt e @008 A8 it i 4
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Saglp Coron movement

races vs time to stop

reclamation, quarrying

Coron municipality, with
support from environmen-
talists, are racing against time to
stopwhat they called anillegal rec-
lamation project, whileaddressing
the grave ecological damage that
they blamed on the implementa-
tion of its first two phases.
The concerned groups mounted
at the last Earth Day (April 22) a
tree-planting activity to restore

PBOPLB of Palawan's scenic

‘parts of a mangrove forest that

they said was among the casualties
of reclamation, alongwith precious
marine life formsand habitat. One
ofthose involvedin the Sagip Coron
Movement, MarionRaagas, saidthe
reforestation was suggested by no
less than President Duterte when
stakeholders raised the matterwith
him recently.
* AlsoonEarthDay, thnesidems
including farmers, fishermen and
the indigenous community of Tag-
banuas, also had a townhall meet-
inghosted by long-time Coron resi-
dent Bob Magallanes.

The group's March 22 meeting
with President Duterte was fol-
lowed by two events: the forma-

tion of a task force, including the

‘Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), to as-
sessthe situation; and theissuance
by the Philippine Reclamation Au-
thority (PRA) of 2 cease and de-
sist order addressed to Palawan's
provincial government to stop the
reclamation until conditions set by

the PRAfortheprojectare complied
with .

TheCDO, signedby PRA General
Manager and CEO Atty. Janilo E.
Rubiato, told the provincial gov-

ernment to “immediately cease

" and desist from further undertak-

ing reclamation activities until all
governmental requirements and
conditions have been fullycomplied
with, including but pot limited to
the conditions of the Notice to Pro-
ceed issued by the PRA, foremost
of which is the requirement of an
Area Clearance from the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources.”

The PNP and NBl were directed
to assist the PRA in enforcing its

- CDO.

" The Sagip Coron leaders said
the PRA letter, however, smacked
of acceptance of a fait accompli—
that, despite what they deem the
“illegality” of pushing through the
reclamation's second phase—the
PRA's CDO merely allows propo-
nents to proceed with it nonethe-
less after "curing” their acts in-
stead of penalizing them for their
alleged lapses.

Meanwhile, the Sagip Coron
movement is finalizing a petition
tobesigned by 22,222 people, seek-
ing a stop to the project, citing the
huge ecologicaldamage toseagrass,
marine life forms and mangroves.

They have invited a team of re-
nowned marine biologists to con-
duct an assessment of the damage,
and render a report which they will
share with DENR. :

Leaders of the group claimed
their petition-signing efforts,
meanwhile, are being “blocked” by
former Makati Vice Mayor Ernesto

- Mercado, whose firm is said tobea

contractor of the project’s private-
sector proponents.
Lourdes M. Fernandez

P
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IPAGDIWANG ng buong
mundo ang ‘Earth Day' na
slyang 52nd year na nito
noong lka-22 ng Abril
2022, Para sa kaalamen ng
Iahat, taong 1987 lamang
ang Pilipinas nagsimu-
lang gumunita sa nata-
langing araw para kay
Inang Daigdig matapos na
Isulong ni noo'y Senador
Heherson “Sonny" Alva-
rez ang Senate Resolution
No. 20,

Hayean ninyang pagmu-
nihannatin ang kalagayan ng
ating Inang Kalikasan, ng
ating Planeang Daigdig

Sa encyclical na "Layda-

to ST, binigyang-diin ni Pope
Francis na ang “throwaway
culture® ang siyang sanhi

ra ng daigdig bunga ng na-
pong carbon dioxide al iba
pang url ng greenhiouse ga-
sas (GHG) sa aling himpa-
pawirin,

Base sa pag-aaral ngmge
eksperto, ang gicbal average
ng pag-nit ng mundc mula
pa noeng teong 1880 hang-
gang 2012 ay nasa 0.85°C.
Ang taong 2014 ang siya

EMA

INYONG

LINGKOD

ngayong pinal;amiril na
panahon sa kasaysayan ka-
sunod ng mga taong 2005 at
2010.

Totoo bang may chmale

change?

Bagama't nagkakaisz sa
pananaw ang napakaraming
siyentipiko at iba pang de-
lubhasa sa gaye ng
usamm
Agency, NASA o ang Natio-
nal Aeronautics and Space
Administration al.NOAA o
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Admanistration, may-
roon pa ring hindi neniniwala
na mayroon ngang chimale

change. Anila, ang lumataas
na temparature al ang nagha-
bagong Klima ay “part ol the
natural variations in Earih's
climate and temperature” al
sadyang dumacazn ang
aling planata sa iba't bang
weather pattems.

Pero sa pananaw ng Sim-
bahang Kalolika, climate
change is a global problem
with grave implications - en-
vironmental, soclal, econc-
mic, pokitical, and for the dis-
irbution of goods. Al sa mabk
gel na problemang #to, ang
mga mahhirap ang siyang
mas pinakaapekiado,

|
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EDITORIAL
Earth Day vows

TO whom much is given, much is

Name it, we gave it — hndwahe:,ﬂon.fana,mlnml,andoﬂm
natural endowments,

The country is indeed lucky to have rich seas, vast coastlines, and
other natural resources inland, but the public should learn to take |
care of them. !

But having natural wealth is not just about ownership.

More importantly, it is about custodianship.

These resources, while vast, are not finite.
a;‘hymdmm«mﬂmyifmdonothkegoomd

Thus, Sen. Francis Tolentino, one of the vice-chairpersons of the |

ittee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate
Change, said Mhmmd&mmha
reminder to value s gifts. >

" Biodiversity is always dominant. The Philippines is one of a kind
ﬁmboknmaﬂudmﬂmsmwmnhm
ofit, notonly now, but also in the next generations, he said ina video
message.

Tolmlmourpdmmtodevdopmhnﬂmuwdlu
to follow the law and

" As we celebrate Earth Day 2022 today, I believe that our
Mhhwmﬂmmﬂm“wmma I
prosperous " he added.

The Bulacan Environment and Natural Resources Office also

drives and activities in
Joen Wi 100 b earng W, eteting nipa P, e

()U NAL

planted inside an eco-park.

MWM;&M&&: their two-day ‘gml\

Celebration the theme, Eaﬂlt.Setumg ater
?o:yhl’uhn"

Along with the Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, National Water and Resources Board, ofthe
Sewcng:gmmhnyad omm, w

Local Water
Utilities Administration, and Bantay tion, Manila
Wauhdammﬂdueeplm&gacﬂvﬂyu&lmﬁmm
hl‘lmol.Q.lmC‘i’? '

The event is mmmnmrmcuw afive-year |

ﬂutpmmohswah' protection of the envi-

%du- v ]
Walaxhedmdwould together with its subsiciaries

gwcmmmt agencies nnd Jocal government units,
ceremonial tree planting activity is a primer for the Arbor Day

calebmhonmhme.
April 22 of as the Phili Farth
T2 ey v it e il Do

This year's theme, "Invest in our Planet”, secks to rally all efforts
{ lowud.pmtecﬁngﬂleplmeundmveshngm:mhkublepm
| o secure a "green future.”
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Investing in the planet’s future

EARTH DAY s alway: a timely
reminder of bow vital i1 fa 2o pov
gramter attention on the stata of the
plaset sod participate in the fght

againm the cllmate crisle. And the calls *

to take action

for the planet bsve been
moes and more retounding, moving us
to act now,

The Iateyt United Nations
intergovernmenial Panel on Climale
Change (TPCC) Warking Group 7
Eixth Asscasment HBeport, which
svaluated clizoats chasgs mitigation
progrem acd pledges, smong others,
staled that greamhouse gas amissons
urst pedk before 2025 at the latast to
preserve the chance of limitiag gintal
warming to LE'C, atargst set dnder the
Parly Agrecment

"It's pow or mever, If we want to
it global warmsing w 1.8°C L7275~
IPCC Workiag Group III Co-Chalr
Jim Skes said in 2 ststement, "Without
unddiate  and  desp  embasicus
reductions scross all sectory, it will be
impossible *

As we haard the alarms about the
currant and potimtial situation, how
should we stand up and act to save the
plams( that gives us llfe?

Everyone has's part to play I this
crucial step for, the planet, Thiy i
highlighted by EARTHBAYAORG In
this year's theme, a call to *[avest in
Owr Flanet.”

The  campuign seeka 1> “puah
safde "the barrfers” established by
the foasll fuel eccnomy and its fellow
comapiraters oid technologies sad
skift the sttestiop towards building o
20 cantury seotioney thal restored the
planet’s bealth, protects the speécies,
sud haz opportunities to offer to
everyons

The focus of this year's thame
I to get the over s billlan pecple,
the govermments, basinecsses, and
institutions folaing thea Earth Day
invelved o understand the cellective
respunsibility md hely out (n
pccelerating the tressitiop toward

such an equitable and “prospercas .

green econome.
"Ia 2022, wy all ‘wust’ entar inte

sna parteership for Lhe placet. People %

pevernments, snd even most businesses
fanr change but the status quo - the
way we live today — is changieg before
r eyes. -In duilding our future,
Individusls, tusioesses, govermments,
eich have & unigue role we nead
to set individmally and together”
EARTHDAY ORG Presidem! Xathleen
Rogers sxid In 2 statsment,

Businesses cun drive a substantisl
chemgs by investing i the pianel and
fighting climoate change. As ot may
have comprehended, corporstions
preduce almast everything
consumers buy, uwia and discard,
which =ould then coatribute ta the
elimate sttuation

“Unlass businasees act now, clismate
change will evar more deeply damage
economiss, Incremae scarcity, drain
profits and job prospects, and Lmpact

s all® EARTHDAY.OR
wedbsila

Yet, the ocganization conside red that
mart socpanies” are realizing that
tt s no Jomger about Saving to choose
between going green and growing long

2 vald o2 1heir

tarm prolits becacss “sustainabildy
the path to prospearity ™
The grvernment’s role Investing o
the plasiet. mesowiiile, sto incentyvize
tts  buspasses, (nuribetions, snd
Craate a renient future ¥ar
TORG, povernmmuts bold
the keys to driving the trapsfarmmtion

und dovelopment of 3 green sconnmy
by creating regulations, inceptives,

and public/ private parmershipe

*Ultimately, governmnests
will
business

-
empower green
pracrices B3 a0t

“In 2022, we all must enter into one partnership

for the planet. People, governments, and even ,
most businesses fear change but the status == _LE
quo — the way we live today — Is changing iy~ -
before our eyes. In building our future,
individuals, businesses, governments,
each have a unique role — we need to

act individually and together.” y e e Sk &
< = B e - SR 7
| R T LT . - -
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Holding governments, businesses, and others accountable
and supporting their efforts when done right are among the
responsibilities of citizens,

EARTIIDAY.ORG recognized the capacity of individuals to
lobby for and support businesses that participate in enviromunental
protection through their practices and investments, and to fight
against those that do not take part.

Several studies have already shown the number of consumers
minding the environmental impact of their purchase. The EY
Future Consumer Index last year, as an example, showed that most
consumers (649) intend to pay more attention to the environmental
impact of products they consume,

Still, many consumers (78%) are concerned over the pandemic’s
impact on their finances. And while 51% do want to purchase more
sustainably, high prices discourage 66%.

The study also showed that most consumers (68%) expect
companies to be the leaders indriving good socisl and environmental
out¢omes,

“A g individuals, we hayve the simple vet effective power to make our
voices heard through our choices, our civie actions, and our personal
interactions,” saicd EARTHDAY.ORG. “What each of us does, and how
we do it, has a huge ripple effect on our ecosystems, and on the pace of
corporate and government action.” This further subst-nliutgd why
investingin the planetrequires acollective action among businesses,
governments, and individuals.

“Unlike other historic economic revolutions, this time there are
two additional imperatives” EARTHDAY ORG's Ms. Rogers said.
“T'he first is to save ourselves from the elimate crisis, and the second
is to build new green economies in every country so that everyone
can share in the benefits from this green revolution. This will only be
done if we lnvest in our planet’s future together” — Chelsey Keith

P, Ignacio
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Steering the country towards a greener tomorrow

AS WE APFRDACE  the
middle of 2022, the world
inches cleaer ta the agreed

upon dusdilne for the Yarh
Agreement on Climete Change,
the international treaty
pladging the cooperation of 19¢
countries towkrds wackiiog the
threat of wrtificliy-indoced
glubal warming

With 5 gosl o schieve 2
cllnste-nautead  world by
mid-cenrury and et global
warmdag %0 1% to 2 dagrem
Celgus, the agreereat is 2
mastowe  underteking  that
wonld mark eme nf the biggest
collaborative wiforts io batury,
» common tause that briogs ol!
the world's nations together

For itx pare, the Thiitppines
has pledged 1o tui gresnbouse

g omistions to a TR
reduction by 2C30 In the
agriconore, waste, Industrs,

tranapert, ued eoergy sectors,
Broken down, 7229%
conditional on Use aupport of
tlimae fizance. technologies
and it development

capacity
proveded by daveloped

counirien, m prescribed by the
Agreement,

Paris white the
remaining 271% of the target
weuld be implementsd rinly
through comestic resourses
As ore of the countries
most Vulnerakis 10 the adwcwm
wllects of climote change, the
Fhilippinesshould sparencefion
In tramstioning the  country
wwards an adaplabde. carbon

neutral environmeotally
st wimakide sochely
In pu of this, the

povernrent had irsplemeated
o nwnber of peograme Lke the
Mational Framewaork Strategy
on Climate Change that lays
the foendacion dfor mational

amd local governwent policies
townyd  a  climate-resiliera
Philippines with “healthy, sule
gosperowr aod  self-reliamt
cotznatmitics, sod thriving and
productive  scorystema®, Of
which, adoptation is the ancher
strategy. using the Phillppine
Agends 21 [or Sustsitadle
Development, aad with
mitigation actiome pursyed at &
function of adaptation.

There % adso the Natiomal
Climate Changs Action Plan,
which foeuses on  puble
financieg that  pricoritizes
adapraton for vainerable and
saarghia lized Comtau o ities, and
policymaking that encourages
the private sector to optimite

mitigation opportanities
toward sustmaable
éovelopment. The seven key

cutoowses of the plan wre food
sacority;  water sufficiency;
ecwlogical amd sevironmmand al
sustainabilicy; huan security;
climate friendly iedusteses aod
parvices; ay inable emergy.
snd nowdecigs and capacity
development.

FPerthermurs cleven
chaptars in the Philgpine
Developmment Flan 2007
2022 iovolve climsteorelated
policies and messures. Thess
promote climate resil lent
nfrestructers, ey
offiviemt technologies, forest
rehebditatson, aed bmproved

Nealth services far disaster and
chimate-relatec dinesses

Most receutly, the
government furiher snhanced
its efforts this year to build
climate rasilienee among
sommunitivs satiunwide and
sdresr climate chaage to
better protect the environment,
lives and peoperty,

“We have drawas W »
Sustoinabiz Fissnce Roadmap
to help orchastrate pubiic and
private sector efforts 1o green
our ecanomy,” Department of
Finance Secertary and Climate
Change Commussion (COC)
chuirpersos desigeste Carlos
Domingeer 111 said in his
2021 message for the country'y
annual Global Warming and
Climate Changs Cenasiouanest
Week cbservance.

The goseroment identified
the Phitippines’ top climata-
imduced rsks as rising sea
Jevel, coastal erosion, Svoding
i merwasi ng, frequency  and
severity of tropucal cycloned
extreme dromght, seempershure
lncresse and rising wrben hest
index, extrerse ramfall, climates
influenced  disesncs wind
pattere s and blodiversicy Jase

Calling for
eollab 1o,
ralsed  the
noling
attle we

interuational
Mr, Domingess
urgeney  Jor  action
elimate change "5 2 b
cannot affoed Lo lose *

*We expsct that devedoped
nstions, which historeally
camnd the gobad clamste cris,
will delover thelr commitments
w Faris Agressnent with Lhe
right speed and scak W kesp
global pveruge terapersture from
D Fving the 1.5 degrees Celnius
furvival threshold said

Morsover, he ded  that
B¢ comaiders the present time
antil 2030 “oriticsl®, moting
it period U an oppartunity
16 undertake Jow-zarbes wnd
resilient development s wedl
as ctder climate wction thm
will etasure Earth's well-beangy
“bafore (1 too late *

The Philippiees s “very
reliant* oo intarnational
financial support for cupacity-
baliding and technology
transfers which clirate
projeets need, he admittd

“Wa bope this OO will
result in positive setior
will start the Now of Tunds to
Nelp ccomtrien” he sand at the
comference.

and

{n the conference, the
CCC revealod that waricas
local projects arth ie
estimated P10 millon have
alreads Leen puppoieg
through the goverament’s
People's Survival Fund,
& funé created in 2012 to

beip lpeal government ans
and  accredited  commaunity
oogenizations Irmplerant
chinate change adaptation
projertsin the conmtry.

Furthermore, w0 kelp
proravte public end private
Jmvestment in green
undectalings nulicnwide,
the gowernment Seveliped
the Philippine Sustainnble
Finance Rosdmep anchored
on  Aktee rategic  pillers
policy (eo nf A condacive
sovironment), finansing
(mairstreaming  sustainabic
fiman e Imvestpen®
Geveloping »  seslaissidy
pipeline)

The government also
reccnitituted the COCY
National Panel of Teihnial
Experts . to irciude Flliplno

experts Who can help pramcle
doshle climate action on the
ground.

“We wir no longer lu the
buziness of bufiding = grand
theory about climate change.
Sviemce  has  accumubrted
enough evidence mbout whal
i happening and whot sl of
ham anity needs 1o do to reverse
yptic course of
planetary wirming We ate now
in the business of smplementing
consrets projects aod programs
to bulld the resilience of

Cuir communitiss reverss
degradation and protect
our vital fopd seurces,” Mr
Dyminguez

“Whit iv glodal mast now
b addruanad a1 Lhe Joesl boval.
Woat war  theorétscal now
demands practica) appiications
on the ground. No red lightcan
stop us from moving towsrds
& gresper Tuture. We luve
brought tapether  brilliapt
minds 10 ensare that our race
tovsrds car planet's sorvival
will be coherept, comserted anc
compellie " be added, — Bjorn
Bisl M. Beltran




i
0L
o B
b :% i
=p- . SRR Lt
- T
m“ ﬁmm&rmw : B m.mmm
Lz .m_
o3 it ﬁw
A e e
: Nu FS5 , _m mﬁwmwmvm wmm_ mumm w
s mmw m_ il mmm ! m,mw m“mw
P mm mmm m&m MNE mwmmmmmﬁ.&
&)




T———— [ T1ATTVES
ey S5pvICE

- SYRATEGIC Y 7

TME:

would be distributing
: s health kits in several cit-
wards a Cleener Phillp- am which ies nationwide to help
pines,” a movement en-  intends to help prevent ml&dﬂhoﬁm
couraging the public stic bot-
more mmdful of the en: tles from entering the To date, the Jmpact
ronment by an  ocean. Cleene Ethyl Alco-  Program has stopped
lifestyle.This  holwillalsohelpimprove  over 2401313100 from

Plastic Bank, which is plastic waste collectors in pacting over 588 commu-
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DOH names 13 areas logging increase in
COVID-19 cases

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Apr 23, 2022 3:08:00 PM

e

(FILE PHOTO)

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, April 23) — The Department of Health (DOH) on Saturday
identified 13 areas in the country where a rise in new COVID-19 cases has been observed.

In a media briefing, Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje listed these areas as Marinduque,
Davao City, Butuan City, Surigao del Sur, llocos Norte, Kalinga, Batanes, Quirino,
Catanduanes, Olongapo City, Tarlac City, Angeles City, and Eastern Samar.

She said the increase in infections is currently not significant, but stressed close monitoring
should still be done.

According to the health official, they have not yet seen a common factor among these localities
which may have led to the growth in cases.

However, among the possible reasons they are looking at are the influx of tourists and of people
going home to their provinces, as well as the conduct of more election campaign activities.

Earlier, the DOH warned the country may see another spike in cases in the middle of May if
adherence to minimum public health standards wanes.

Citing the projections of disease surveillance tool FASSSTER, the department said active
cases may reach 332,000 by then, should there be a 30% decline in compliance with health
protocols, such as proper wearing of face masks and social distancing.

Based on DOH data, active coronavirus cases in the country stood at 15,782 as of April 22.
This is out of 3.68 million people infected since the start of the pandemic.

Some 3.608 million have already recovered, while at least 60,118 died, it also said.

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-
increase.html
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https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-increase.html
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Nasa 10k, inaasahang tatanggap ng 2nd COVID-19
booster sa Lunes

Michael Delizo, ABS-CBN News

Posted at Apr 24 2022 04:34 PM

MAYNILA — Nasa 7,000 hanggang 10,000 na immunocompromised adults ang inaasahang
mabakunahan ng Department of Health (DOH) sa unang araw ng pagtuturok ng ikalawang
booster shot ng COVID-19 vaccine sa Lunes.

Ayon kay DOH Undersecretary at National Vaccination Operations Center chair Myrna
Cabotaje, tinatayang nasa 690,000 ang mga immunocompromised na nakatanggap na ng
unang booster.

“Ang nabakunahan natin ng third shot na A3 ay 2.3 million. Mga 30 percent ang ine-estimate
nating mga immunocompromised. So, 30 percent of 2.3 million is about 690,000. Tapos 1
percent of that, mga 7 [thousand] to 10,000,” sabi ni Cabotaje sa panayam ng ABS-CBN News
ngayong Linggo.

Babakunahan lang sa initial phase ng rollout ng ikalawang booster shot ang mga edad 18
pataas na nasa immunodeficiency state, may HIV, active cancer o malignancy, transplant
recipients, sumasailalim sa steroid treatment, pasyenteng may mahinang prognosis o bed-
ridden, at iba pang kondisyon ng immunodeficiency na sertipikado ng doktor.

Kailangan ay nasa tatlong buwan na ang pagitan mula nang huli silang mabakunahan.

Maaari silang makipag-ugnayan sa lokal na pamahalaan o sa health facility ng komunidad para
sa appointment.

Hindi pa kasama sa babakunahan ng ikalawang booster ang mga healthcare worker at senior
citizen, pero maaari silang tumanggap ng karagdagang dose kung immunocompromised din
sila.

“Hindi pa binibigyan ng go signal ng ating Health Technology Assessment Council [ang second
booster sa Al at A2]. “Yung EUA natin ng FDA ay puwede na sa Al, A2, and A3. Pero ‘yung
HTAC recommendation ay iImmunocompromised. Mayroon namang mga
immunocompromised sa Al at saka sa A2, ‘yan puwede nang bigyan pero hindi po lahat ng
Al at A2,” saad ni Cabotaje.

Source: https://news.abs-chn.com/news/04/24/22/nasa-10k-inaasahang-magpapaturok-ng-2nd-
covid-booster-sa-lunes
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