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DENR’s Sampulna turns over Alabang lot to
RITM

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA APRIL 21, 2022

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna (sixth from left) and Department of
Health-Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (DOH-RITM) Director Celia Carlos, MD (fifth from left) show the deed of
conveyance signed by the two parties for a parcel of land in Alabang, Muntinlupa City, to be turned over by DENR to D OH-
RITM. The property will help expand RITM’s facilities to further advance its research and improve its services. Present in the
ceremonial signing were Land Management Bureau Director Atty. Emelyne V. Talabis, DENR National Capital Region Executive
Director Jacqueline A. Caancan (fourth and seventh from left) and other officials of the two agencies.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is set to turn over a 9,077-
square-meter (sq m) land to the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) to research
work to combat the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic and other diseases that may
arise in the future.

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna signed on Friday, April 8, 2022, a deed of
conveyance on making the lot donation official. RITM is the research arm of the Department of
Health.

“This deed of conveyance is the DENR’s simple gift and contribution for RITM to further
advance their research work, and prepare to address the current pandemic and health
concerns that may arise in the future,” Sampulna said in a news statement.

The ceremonial signing of the deed of conveyance came after President Duterte handed down
Proclamation 1276 dated January 6, 2022, which states that a parcel of patrimonial land within
the Alabang Stock Farm, Muntinlupa City, will be allotted for RITM.

The 9,077-sg-m lot is adjacent to the current site of the health research facility in Alabang.
RITM Director Celia C. Carlos, MD, expressed her gratitude to the DENR for facilitating the
preparation of the deed of conveyance, and for allocating the land in their favor, noting that one
of the facility’s problems was lack of space.

‘I wish to acknowledge the big help provided by Land Management Bureau Director Atty.
Emelyne V. Talabis and her staff who guided and supported us in all stages of this journey
towards RITM acquisition of additional lots,” said Carlos.

RITM has been responding to outbreaks of infectious diseases for the last 20 years, including
the first severe acute respiratory syndrome-associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV) outbreak in
2003.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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It was also at the forefront of controlling the AH1IN1 pandemic in 2009, measles outbreak in
2013, Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) outbreak in 2014 to 2015,
polio outbreak in 2018, and SARS-CoV outbreak in 2019.

Carlos also pointed out that the additional parcel of land would help expand the facility’s health-
care services and technologies.

RITM currently houses 18 National Reference Laboratories in infectious diseases, which allow
health-care workers and professionals to perform confirmatory tests and implement quality
assurance.

Image credits: Contributed photo

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/21/denrs-sampulna-turns-over-alabang-lot-to-
ritm/
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DENR Alabang Property for DOH-RITM

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O.
Sampulna (6th from left) and Department of Health-Research Institute for Tropical Medicine
(DOH-RITM) Director Celia Carlos, MD (5th from left) show the deed of conveyance signed by
the two parties for a parcel of land in Alabang, Muntinlupa City to be turned over by DENR to
DOH-RITM. The property will help expand RITM's facilities to further advance its research and
improve its services. Present in the ceremonial signing were Land Management Bureau
Director Atty. Emelyne V. Talabis, DENR National Capital Region Executive Director
Jacqueline A. Caancan (4th and 7th from left) and other officials of the two agencies.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-alabang-property-for-doh-ritm/
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DENR donates land to RITM for expansion on
medical research

Aaron Recuenco

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has donated more than 9,000
square meter land to the Department of Health (DOH) to help improve the agency’s operational
capability for medical research and development.

DENR Sec. Jim O. Sampulna said the parcel of land is located in Alabang in Muntinlupa City
and is actually located beside the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) which is the
main beneficiary of the donation.

The RITM is the main research arm of the DOH and over the years, it has been complaining of
lack of space to accommodate more facilities for its growing research assignments.

Currently, the RITM houses 18 National Reference Laboratories in infectious diseases, which
allow health care workers and professionals to perform confirmatory tests, and implement
guality assurance

Sampulna said the ceremonial signing of the deed of conveyance was under President
Duterte’s Proclamation No. 1276 dated Jan. 6, 2022, which states that a parcel of patrimonial
land within the Alabang Stock Farm, Muntinlupa City, will be for RITM building site purposes.

RITM Director Celia C. Carlos, MD expressed her gratitude to the DENR for facilitating the
preparation of the deed of conveyance, and for allocating the land in their favor, noting that one
of the facility’s problems was the lack of space.

RITM has been responding to outbreaks of infectious diseases for the last 20 years, including
the first severe acute respiratory syndrome-associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV) outbreak in
2003.

It was also at the forefront controlling the AH1IN1 pandemic in 2009, measles outbreak in 2013,
Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) outbreak in 2014 to 2015, polio
outbreak in 2018, and SARS-CoV outbreak in 2019.

Carlos said the additional parcel of land would help expand the facility’s healthcare services
and technologies.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/denr-donates-land-to-ritm-for-expansion-on-medical-
research/
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MPIC builds a biodiversity-friendly city

Forges partnership with DENR and QC LGU for Gabay Kalikasan Park
BYBMPLUS APRIL 22, 2022

METRO
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From left: DENR-BMB Director Natividad Y. Bernardino, DENR-NCR Regional Executive Director Jacqueline
Caancan, QC-LGU City Administrator Mr. Michael Victor Alimurung, and MPIC Chief Finance, Risk and Sustainability
Officer Chaye A. Cabal-Revilla hold copies of the landmark Memorandum of Agreement for the Urban Biodiversity
conservation program.

Metro Pacific Investments Corporation (MPIC), the country’s leading infrastructure investment
company, partnered with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources — Biodiversity
Management Bureau (DENR-BMB), the Department of Environment and Natural Resources —
National Capital Region (DENR-NCR), and the local government unit of Quezon City to
implement the project “Building a Biodiversity-Friendly Environment in Metro Manila.”

The parties signed a Memorandum of Agreement to signify their three-year commitment to
implement the urban biodiversity program in Quezon City. To jumpstart this partnership, MPIC
will adopt the Madison Park along Aurora Boulevard and develop it into an urban green park
model, which will be formally known as the Gabay Kalikasan Park.

“We at MPIC have embedded environmental stewardship into our key business and investment
strategies, which emphasizes our commitment to building a biodiversity-friendly environment
for all,” MPIC Chairman, President and CEO Manuel V. Pangilinan said. “This partnership is
another step that helps us move towards uplifting the lives of Filipinos by ensuring that
environmental sustainability is a top priority,” he added.

Towards a Greener QC

The primary goal of the project is to contribute to the development of a biodiversity-friendly city
to increase access of urban dwellers to green spaces and maintain functional urban green
spaces to regain ecosystem services, develop resiliency, increase aesthetics and quality of
urban environment, and bring people close to nature to improve human well-being.

In his recorded keynote speech, DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said, “While our focus is largely
directed at managing natural ecosystems through the establishment of protected areas, we also need
to address the importance of enhancing our urban ecosystems to be able to provide a quality and livable
environment for urban dwellers.”

Through this partnership, the project aims to pilot the Adopt-a-City approach in the
implementation of the Urban Biodiversity program, encouraging business sector support in
creating green urban communities at the city and barangayl/village level.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
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In a recorded message, Quezon City Mayor Hon. Joy G. Belmonte expressed her gratitude to
the partners for starting the project in their city. “Expanding our green spaces has always been
one of the priorities of the City Government, and the development and sustainable management
of Madison Park in Brgy. Mariana, which they have proposed to be named as Gabay Kalikasan
Park, is an initial step to hopefully gain more support from the national government and the
private sector in advancing the City’s urban biodiversity goals.”

It is also a means to increase awareness, understanding, and appreciation of local communities
and other stakeholders on the importance of urban biodiversity and green spaces to encourage
individual actions on urban greening.

MPIC, guided by its thrust to design, build, and operate its key businesses with minimal
environmental and social disruption, will invest the needed financial support to ensure the
project’s sustainability and success. Aligned with MVP’s Gabay Advocacies for a Sustainable
Philippines, the partnership also cements the conglomerate’s significant role in both
infrastructural progress and environmental stewardship.

“We recognize that the essential nature of our businesses has a pervasive impact both in our
country’s progress and sustainable development,” said MPIC Chief Finance, Risk, and
Sustainability Officer Chaye A. Cabal-Revilla. “We are a firm believer that public-private sector
partnership is important to create greater environmental responsibility. By investing in green
public spaces and transforming the way we build and manage our urban spaces, we hope to
be a catalyst for inclusive, safer, resilient, livable, and sustainable cities and communities,” she
added.

Building a Biodiversity-Friendly Metro

DENR-National Capital Region (NCR) Regional Executive Director Jacqueline Caancan
expressed her support for the project through provision of necessary technical support and
management systems. She hopes that the DENR-NCR can “help increase the available green
spaces for Metro Manilans. “The program is timely, especially now that we are battling a
pandemic,” she said.

This project will apply the neighborhood and greenbelt urban form approach to create
ecological corridors that connect natural and built environments.

Aside from the establishment of the green linear park, the parties will also jointly implement
important project activities such as development of Communication, Education, and Public
Awareness (CEPA) plans and capacity-building trainings and workshops for the partner
communities, among others.

BMB Director Natividad Y. Bernardino said that through the DENR’s Urban Biodiversity
Program, Filipinos “can visualize the city landscape with living rivers, streams, lakes, coastal
areas, swamps, urban forest parks, and green highways for wildlife.”

This partnership for Gabay Kalikasan Park is aligned with MPIC’s efforts to contribute to the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), particularly SDG 11 Sustainable Cities
and Communities.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/22/mpic-builds-a-biodiversity-friendly-city/
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Search and rescue operations in two Baybay City
villages stopped due to geological and health hazards

Marie Tonette Marticio

BAYBAY CITY — The Office of the Civil Defense Region 8 has ordered the search, rescue and
retrieval operation stopped in two barangays here on Tuesday due to geological and health
hazards.

OCD-8 Regional Director Lord Byron Torrecarion said the search and rescue operations in
Barangays Bunga and Mailhi will no longer continue, with chances of finding any survivors and
remains in the rubble of landslides already slim.

However, the SRR operations will continue in Brgy Brgy. Kantagnos, also in this city.

The Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said that landslides are still possible in those areas
in Bunga and Mailhi, as well as Brgy Pilar in Abuyog, Leyte.

A total of 60 individuals from Kantagnos, one each from Pangasugan and Bunga, and 4 from
Brgy. Mailhi are still missing.

Meanwhile, the city government of Baybay has enforced forced evacuation of six families in
Sitio Pamotosan, Barangay Makinhas based on the recommendation of the MGB.

According to MGB, there is an impending threat of landslides in the said area owing to the
cracks seen in the mountains.

A total of 551 families or 1,849 individuals remain in 12 evacuation centers coming from eight
villages where multiple landslides occurred.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/20/search-and-rescue-operations-in-two-baybay-city-
villages-stopped-due-to-geological-and-health-hazards/
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Ano warns Aklan LGUs to strictly enforce tourist
capacity in Boracay

Chito Chavez
Department of the Interior and Local Government Secretary Eduardo Afio warned the Provincial
Government of Aklan to stick to the implementation of the tourist capacity limit in Boracay
following reports of overcrowding during the Holy Week.

“Hindi tayo magdadalawang-isip na mag-issue ng SCO sa mga opisyal ng LGU (local
government unit) na magsasawalang-bahala sa mga umiiral na kautusan (capacity limit) sa isla
ng Boracay (We will not have second thoughts of issuing SCO to negligent LGU that defy the
laws in Boracay Island). We cannot go back to square one especially now that we are still in
the middle of a pandemic. Our efforts to rehabilitate and reverse the ecological degradation of
the island will all be futile if we become negligent in complying with the guidelines set by national
government,” Afio said on Thursday, April 21.

Ao also urged the Provincial Government of Aklan and the municipality of Malay town, two
LGUs which have direct authority over the world-famous tourist destination, to intensify efforts
and strictly observe the island’s daily threshold of 19,215 for tourists.

The Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF), composed of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) as chair, with DILG and Department of Tourism (DOT) as co-
chairs, set 19,215 as the carrying capacity of the island for tourists to ensure the ecological
sustainability of Boracay.

He added: “Failure to comply with the recommended daily threshold may cause environmental
risks and may reverse the accomplishments of government in rehabilitating Boracay Island.”

In a letter to Ao, DOT Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said Boracay Island tourist arrivals
for Maundy Thursday (April 14) reached 21,252 and 22,519 on Good Friday (April 15), which
are way above the island’s limit.

On April 16, 2022, Puyat appealed to Aiio and DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna to
instigate appropriate actions regarding the violations and urged for strict implementation of
preventive measures against Covid-19 that is also a “valuable step in driving a sustainable
growth of tourism in the island.”

The DILG chief, through a DILG memorandum disseminated to Aklan LGUs, said that
subsequent violations on the recommended limitation of tourists in Boracay Island may merit
the issuance of a SCO from the Department, regardless if the violation is deliberate or not.

He also disagreed with the statement of Malay Acting Mayor Frolibar Baustista calling the
tourist arrivals as “normal”.

“Hindi ito normal, ito ay paglabag sa umiiral na polisiya. Noong 2018 pa lamang at wala pang
pandemya, itinakda na natin kung ano ang kapasidad ng Boracay, kung gaano karami lamang
ang puwedeng tanggapin na turista ng isla (This is not normal, it is a violation of the current
policy. In 2018 when there was no pandemic yet we already imposed the capacity limit in
Boracay, where the number of tourists allowed were set),” he noted.

In the said memorandum, Afo also directed its DILG Regional Offices to closely monitor the
compliance of LGUs and to report any violations of tourism-related implementations and
COVID-19 policies and protocols.
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Meanwhile, DILG Undersecretary Jonathan E. Malaya reminded the residents and tourists of
Boracay and Aklan province that the area is under the Alert Level 1 status, which still entails
observance of minimum public health standards (MPHS).

“Muli po naming ipinapaalala sa ating mga kababayan sa Aklan na panatilihin ang pagsunod
sa health protocols na itinakda natin. Magsuot pa rin ng face mask at mag-disinfect lagi. Huwag
po tayong maging pabaya (We are reminding our countrymen again in Aklan to maintain the
adherence to the health protocols we set. Wear face masks and always disinfect. Let us not be
complacent),” Malaya said.

Further, Malaya maintained that the government does not want to have another Covid-19 surge
stressing the public to remain disciplined even with the relaxed restrictions since the pandemic
is not yet over. (Chito A. Chavez)

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/ano-warns-aklan-lgus-to-strictly-enforce-tourist-
capacity-in-boracay/
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DILG to Aklan LGUs: Enforce Boracay tourist
limit or face show cause order for negligence

(Philstar.com) - April 21, 2022 - 10:20am

This September 2020 photo shows the sunset in Boracay island, Malay, Aklan.,
Malay Municipal Tourism Office / Faceboo

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government warned the
Provincial Government of Aklan and the Municipality of Malay Aklan to ensure compliance to
the daily visitor threshold amid a recent spate in tourists "or be ready to receive Show Cause
Orders due to negligence."

This comes after Interior Secretary Eduardo Afio noted what he said were documented
violations of Boracay Island’s carrying capacity for tourists last Holy Week.

"We will not hesitate to issue SCO to LGU officials who will disregard existing laws on the island
of Boracay. We cannot go back to square one especially now that we are still in the middle of
a pandemic,” Afio said.

"Our efforts to rehabilitate and reverse the ecological degradation of the island will all be futile
if we become negligent in complying with the guidelines set by National Government."”

He urged both the Provincial Government of Aklan and the Municipality of Malay, Aklan, two
LGUs which have direct authority over the world-famous tourist destination, to intensify efforts
and strictly observe the island’s daily threshold of 19,215 for tourists.

To recall, the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force, composed of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources as chair, with DILG and Department of Tourism as co-chairs, set the
carrying capacity of the island for tourists at 19,215 to ensure the ecological sustainability of
Boracay.

The DILG Secretary said that "failure to comply with the recommended daily threshold may
cause environmental risks and may reverse the accomplishments of government in
rehabilitating Boracay Island."

In a letter sent by DOT Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat to Aio, she said Boracay Island
tourist arrivals for Maundy Thursday on April 14 reached 21,252 and 22,519 on Good Friday
on April 15 above the island’s limit.

On April 16, Puyat likewise appealed to DILG Secretary Afio and DENR Acting Secretary Jim
Sampulna to instigate appropriate actions regarding the violations and urged for strict
implementation of preventive measures against COVID-19 that is also a “valuable step in
driving a sustainable growth of tourism in the island.”
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In response, Afo said in a DILG memorandum disseminated to Aklan LGUs that subsequent
violations on the recommended limitation of tourists in Boracay Island may merit the issuance
of an SCO from the Department, regardless if the violation is deliberate or not.

"We must draw the line to ensure that our policies are being complied with on the ground. If it
is necessary to issue an SCO for violations, that is what our Department will do," Afio said.

He also disagreed with the statement of Malay Acting Mayor Frolibar Baustista calling the
tourist arrivals “normal”.

“This is not normal, it is a violation of existing policy. Just in 2018 and without a pandemic, we
have already determined what Boracay’s capacity is, just how many tourists the island can
accept,” he added.

In the memorandum, Afo also directed DILG Regional Offices to closely monitor the
compliance of LGUs and to report any violations of tourism-related implementations and
COVID-19 policies and protocaols.

DILG Undersecretary and Spokesperson Jonathan Malaya reminded residents and tourists
of Aklan province that the area is under the Alert Level 1 status, which still entails observance
of Minimum Public Health Standards.

“Once again, we remind our compatriots in Aklan to maintain compliance with the health
protocols that we have set. Still wear a face mask and disinfect regularly. Let's not be careless,”
Malaya said.

“We don't want a surge in our [COVID-19] cases so | encourage everyone that even if we have
more freedom now and go to different places in the country, let's still maintain discipline
because we haven't the pandemic is over,” he added. — Franco Luna

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/21/2175750/dilg-aklan-lgus-enforce-
boracay-tourist-limit-or-face-show-cause-order-negligence/amp/
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DILG nagbabala sa Aklan, Malay LGUs vs pag-

apaw ng mga turista sa Boracay

REMATE

April 21, 2022 @ 7:12 PM 12 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines- Ipatatawag na ang mga lokal na pamahalaan ng Aklan at Malay kapag
muling hindi nasunod ang arawang maximum capacity sa Boracay, ayon kay Interior Secretary
Eduardo Afo nitong Huwebes.

Pumalo sa mabhigit 20,000 noong Huwebes at Biyernes Santo ang bumisita sa isla, na mas
malaki kumpara sa itinakdang limit na 19,215 bago pa magka-pandemya noong 2018 upang
mapanatili ang ecological balance.

“We cannot go back to square one especially now that we are still in the middle of a pandemic,”
sabi ni Afo.

“Our efforts to rehabilitate and reverse the ecological degradation of the island will all be futile
if we become negligent in complying with the guidelines set by the National Government,”
dagdag niya.

Umalma si Ao kay acting Malay Mayor Frolibar Bautista sa pagturing sa pagdagsa ng turista
bilang normal.
“Hindi ito normal. Ito ay paglabag sa umiiral na polisiya,” giit ni Afo.

“Noong 2018 pa lamang at wala pang pandemya, itinakda na natin kung ano ang kapasidad
ng Boracay, kung gaano karami lamang ang pwedeng tanggapin na turista ng isla,” patuloy pa
niya.

“We must draw the line to ensure that our policies are being complied with on the ground. Kung
kailangang mag-issue ng SCO para sa mga paglabag ay iyan po ang gagawin ng aming
Kagawaran,” aniya. RNT/SA

Source: https://www.remate.ph/dilg-nagbabala-sa-aklan-malay-lgus-vs-pag-apaw-ng-maga-
turista-sa-boracay/
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EDITORYAL - Masisira na naman ang Boracay

(Pilipino Star Ngayon) - April 22, 2022 - 12:00am

a Araw. Imagine, ang dapat na kapasidad
lamang ng Boracay ay 19,000. Pero lampas-lampas ang dami ng mga nagtungo roon. Sa report
ng Malay Tourism Office sa Department of Tourism, umabot sa 21,252 ang bumisita sa
Boracay noong Huwebes Santo at noong Biyernes Santo, umabot sa 22,519. Dahil dito
binalaan ni Tourism Sec. Berna Romulo Puyat ang local government ng Malay, Aklan. Ayon
kay Romulo Puyat, ang DILG ang mag-iisyu ng warning laban sa local government ng Malay.

Isa sa pinangangambahan ngayon ay ang muling pagdami ng COVID-19 cases dahil sa
pagdagsa ng mga turista. Bagama't pawang mga bakunado ang pinapasok sa Boracay,
naghahatid ng pangamba ang sobrang tao sa resort. Nagbabala ang World Health
Organization (WHO) kamakailan na posibleng sa katapusan ng Mayo ay magkakaroon ng
surge dahil sa pagdagsa ng mga tao sa probinsiya noong Mahal na Araw at idagdag pa ang
kampanya ng mga kandidato para sa May 9 elections. Paalala ng WHO, ipatupad ang health
protocols.

Bukod sa posibleng pagkalat ng virus, ang pagkasira rin naman ng Boracay ay isa rin sa
pinangangambahan. Kung hindi mapipigil ang dagsa ng tao roon, muling babalik ang maruming
Boracay na minsang tinawag ni President Duterte na “cesspool”. Ang kahulugan ng “cesspool”
ay poso-negro. Ipinasara ng presidente ang Boracay noong 2018 sa loob ng anim na buwan.

Maraming establisimento sa Boracay ang lumabag sa environmental laws. Sa 562
establisimento na ininspeksyon ng DENR, 161 ang lumalabag. Ang mga ito ay walang water
waste treatment facility kaya ang dumi ng tao ay derektang iniluluwa sa dagat. Lahat nang
klase ng dumi mula sa resort ay itinatapon sa dagat. Pati ang mga basura sa paligid ng resort
ay nagkalat din kaya sinampahan na ang mga establisimento nang paglabag sa Clean Water
Act at Clean Air Act.

Ngayon dahil sa hindi na namang mapigilan na pagdagsa ng tao, asahan na tatawagin na
namang “cesspool” ang Boracay. Pagpaliwanagin ang LGU ng Malay kung bakit hindi nila
ipinasusunod ang tamang kapasidad ng resort. Kailangan bang ipasara uli ito para lamang
matuto?

Hindi lamang pagdami ng COVID ang pinangangambahan ngayon sa pagdagsa ng mga turista
kundi ang dumi na kanilang iiwan sa Boracay. Huwag hayaang masira muli ang Boracay.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/opinyon/2022/04/22/2175909/editoryal-
masisira-na-naman-ang-boracay/amp/
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Zamboanga City’s newest mall joins Earth Day
celebration

April 22, 2022

SM CITY Mindpro is joining the nation in celebrating Earth Day on Friday, April 22, 2022,
through its Trash-to-Cash Recycling Market and e-Waste Collection program.

The Trash-to-Cash (TTC) is a recycling market held every first Friday and Saturday of the
month to encourage waste segregation and recycling among customers, tenant partners, and
the community, then earn in the process, the SM City Mindpro said in a statement Thursday,
April 21.

It said that the e-Waste Collection Program, on the other hand, is the latest initiative under SM
Supermalls’ solid waste management program which encourages tenant partners, customers,
and the community’s participation in the responsible disposal of electronic waste which is
considered hazardous.

This effort also encourages decluttering in households and brings to light conscious
consumerism.

“As a responsible mall developer and operator, SM’s mission includes supporting communities
as well as safeguarding the environment for future generations. This April 22 to 23, as we
celebrate Earth Day, SM City Mindpro will open its recycling market and e-Waste collection
campaign,” Assistant Mall Manager Aileen Ann Villa-Enriquez said.

“We encourage our communities, tenants, and customers to participate in our mall
environmental activities as a commitment to invest in our planet,” Enriquez said.

The TTC and e-Waste Collection Program will simultaneously be held in all SM Supermalls
nationwide.

In SM City Mindpro, Enriquez said that the drop-off area is located at the ground level carpark
building and the recycling market is open from 2 p.m. untl 4 pm.

Accepted wastes for the TTC program include plastic and Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET)
bottles, tin and aluminum cans, newspapers, scratch papers, and cardboards.

For e-wastes, SM accepts old, broken and used mobile phones, phone chargers, power cords,
computer wiring, commercial batteries, printer ink and toner cartridges, small gadgets such as
keyboards, calculators, power banks, earphones and earbuds.

The two programs are in line with this year’s celebration of the Earth Day theme “Invest in our
Planet.” (SunStar Zamboanga)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927022/zamboanga/local-news/zamboanga-citys-
newest-mall-joins-earth-day-celebration
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SBMA to celebrate Earth Day the 'new normal* way

April 21, 2022

THE Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) is set to conduct various activities during the
Earth Day 2022 celebration on April 22 as part of the agency’s thrust to promote environmental
protection while still practicing minimum public health protocols.

According to SBMA Chairman and Administrator Rolen C. Paulino, who is in the US for an
official trip, the agency aims to conduct activities at each department’s convenient time.

“This year, with the lowering of the alert level in the area, the SBMA will be taking part in the
Earth Day Celebration with strict compliance of the minimum health and safety standards to
prevent the spread of the virus. Earth Day activities will be done in several small groups, and
not as one big group,” he added.

This year’'s theme “Invest in Our Planet” is, according to Paulino, fitting for the Subic Bay
Freeport Zone, citing that one of his mandates as Head of the Agency is to invest in the
environment in order to attract more business activities in this premier Freeport.

“One of the many thrusts of my office is the beautification of the area, providing lush greeneries
and colorful blossoms around the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. The SBMA has already started
planting bougainvillea on many center islands and pathways of the Freeport,” he said.

Among the activities lined up for the occasion, is a cleanup activity within the vicinities of SBMA
office buildings, including the administration building 229, Building N, Naval Supply Depot, and
other agency infrastructure.

Each department/office will also conduct lectures for their personnel regarding waste
management or environmental protection in relation to their Environmental Management
System (EMS).

The official also urged each employee to practice the five Rs of waste management all the time,
namely, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, and Recycle.

During his first month, Paulino has ordered most of the companies located near the coastal
areas of Subic Bay such as the Boardwalk Area and the San Bernardino Road to keep their
fronts clean, with all complying to ensure a cleaner and greener Freeport.

The Earth Day Celebration was adopted in the Philippines in 1990 by President Corazon C.
Aquino by virtue of PD 553 s. 1990 and was supplemented by President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo through PD 1481 s. 2008, declaring every 22nd of April as the "Philippine Earth Day".

During the past two years, the SBMA was unable to celebrate Earth Day due to the health and
safety protocols brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Earth Day is an annual event held on April 22 to demonstrate support for environmental
protection. First held on April 22, 1970, it now includes a wide range of events coordinated
globally by EarthDay.org (formerly Earth Day Network) including one billion people in more than
193 countries. (Ric Sapnu)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926967/pampanga/local-news/sbma-to-celebrate-

earth-day-the-new-normal-way
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Earth Day pledge: Start shopping
sustainably at SM

BYBMPLUS APRIL 21, 2022

P
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SM Mall of Asia main facade

In commemoration of Earth Day this 2022, the SM Store calls on its customers to join them in
making a conscious and deliberate shift toward green living.

“Our goal is to make sustainability as accessible as possible for all Filipinos nationwide. The
idea that living green is not something that can be integrated in our day-to-day life should be a
thing of the past. As we've learned, even the simplest of changes in the way we spend can
lessen our carbon footprint,” shares the SM Retail Inc President Ponciano Manalo.

As a leader in the retail space, the SM Store has always aimed to make life better for its
customers. With top-of-the-line product innovations, marketing, and a diversified portfolio of
brands and business partners, itis to no surprise that they have become the beloved household
brand Filipinos have come to know. Today, they are taking that mission to the next level by
addressing a fundamental barrier to shifting to green living— accessibility.

Associating affordability to living an eco-friendly lifestyle could possibly be the biggest hurdle
in allowing the concept to be widely accepted to the mass market. Green products were either
hard to find or too expensive. The SM Store, however, has already begun the push for more
affordable, sustainable options to meet the demand. Joined by a vast number of retail affiliates,
the fruits of this pursuit can already be found inside their stores.

"To date, we are working across our multiple channels—tapping SM'’s partners and communities
in integrating a greener approach. From ensuring the processes are completely sustainable to
achieving the eco-friendly design, we hope that with our joined efforts, our customers and
stakeholders can reach a point where they will see how easy it is to embrace green living. More
than being a commitment to our people, it's an investment for our planet,” added Manalo.

Since the start of the pandemic, awareness and acceptance of adopting an eco-friendly lifestyle
has gradually increased. In a report published by Kantar in 2021, 75% of Filipinos are actively
seeking out brands that offer products or services that can lessen their environmental impact.
As concern toward the environment and the impending climate crisis become more widespread,
the need to implement more sustainable practices is becoming a shared call to action across
the globe.

Making green shopping easier
As the leading retail brand in the country, the SM Store is doing its part in influencing customers
to make purchasing decisions that will help the environment and the planet.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926967/pampanga/local-news/sbma-to-celebrate-earth-day-the-new-normal-way
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Earth Day pledge: Start shopping
sustainably at SM

BYBMPLUS APRIL 21, 2022
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SM l\/III of Asia main fcade

The urgency to make sustainable living a practice is shared by customers and businesses alike.
In 2021, a study conducted by Euromonitor showed that 67 percent of customers across the
globe have tried their hand in creating positive impact by being more conscious of their own
purchases. As customers develop a more sustainable shopping behavior, demand for brands
that offer eco-friendly products and services has increased.

At the SM Store, brands with sustainable business practices are easily accessible to customers
seeking to build green habits. Making a conscious decision in living green is as easy as heading
over to the nearest SM Store. For more information about SM’s sustainability initiatives,
visit www.smgreenmovement.com.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/21/earth-day-pledge-start-shopping-sustainably-
at-sm/
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EDITORIAL - Invest in our planet

The Philippine Star April 22, 2022 | 12:00am

When the threat posed by COVID-19 is significantly diminished, the world will still have to
contend with another threat that has been around long before the pandemic: climate change.

In recent years, the Philippines has suffered from extreme weather disturbances that have
claimed the lives of thousands and destroyed billions worth of crops, public infrastructure and
private property. Bay areas long believed to be secluded from the fury of tropical cyclones,
including Manila Bay, have been hit by destructive storm surges that spawned torrential flash
floods.

Global warming is threatening not only coastal communities but also food security as traditional
areas for fishing, agriculture and agro-forestry are adversely affected by rising temperatures.
Food supply chains are disrupted as natural habitats are destroyed.

This April 22, into the third year of the worst global health crisis in a century, environment
advocates are renewing calls for international cooperation in confronting climate change. For
Earth Day 2022, the focus is on investing in the planet, on developing a green economy and
boosting private sector innovation and investment in sustainable business practices.

Governments are encouraged to provide incentives for green business practices and to
encourage citizens and institutions to promote a resilient future. The message is that green
business practices are not only ethical but also lucrative for the long term. Studies have shown
a direct correlation between sustainable practices, share prices and overall business
performance.

For private enterprise, national economies and the planet, sustainability is the path to
prosperity. This must be internalized especially in the Philippines, which scientists say is among
the countries most vulnerable to the destructive impact of climate change. The message today,
Earth Day, is that a healthy planet is not an option — it is a necessity.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/04/22/2175895/editorial-invest-our-planet
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Investing in the Philippines’ marine
environment

AUSSIE DIPLOMACY MATTERS - Steven J. Robinson - The Philippine Star April 21, 2022 | 12:00am

As | have traveled around the Philippines, from Palawan to Bohol to Surigao, | have seen the
magnificent beauty of Philippine seas firsthand. The Philippines boasts one of the most diverse
marine environments in the world, with beautiful colorful corals and magnificent fish, turtles and
sting rays. Marine scientists refer to the Philippines as the “center of the center” of aquatic
biodiversity; it has more marine species per unit area than anywhere on earth.

But, like many of the world’s oceans, the Philippine seas are under threat; from climate change,
pollution and over exploitation.

The theme of this year's Earth Day is “invest in our planet.” Given the challenges faced by
Philippine seas, Australia is investing in protecting the Philippines’ unique and stunning marine
environment.

Australia and the Philippines have a long-standing partnership in protecting the marine
environment. We continue to support the Philippines to develop marine resources sustainably
and increase civil-maritime capabilities.

In 1983, Australia funded its first research project in the Philippines on the production of giant
clams in Bolinao, Pangasinan. This project helped establish giant clam nursery hatcheries for
the restocking of reefs. Three decades later, this joint research by Australian and Filipino
marine scientists has seen over 70,000 giant clams restored on coral reefs in the Philippines.

Since 2015, Australia has financed a large-scale coral reef restoration project in Pangasinan
using innovative techniques. Australian and Filipino scientists have worked together to restore
coral reefs the size of Olympic swimming pools, which have led to increased fish stocks. These
outcomes have attracted global interest and inspired related research on Australia’'s Great
Barrier Reef. Australia also funds a coral reef restoration and coral reef management training
project in a marine protected area near Iba in Zambales.

To complement our coral reef restoration investments, Australia supports a community
engagement project designed to identify gaps in coral reef management and develop new
strategies to protect reef sustainability. This project is being implemented in Pangasinan, Cebu,
Palawan and the Verde Island Passage.

Australia is engaging with the Philippines on establishing an authoritative geography of the
Philippines’ marine environment and coral reef monitoring, data collection and analysis.

Australia is also investing in people here in the Philippines. This is the key to ensuring the
sustainability of marine ecosystems into the future.

Our ‘Australia Awards’ scholarships program support Filipinos to undertake a master’s level
course at an Australian university. One focus area for the scholarships is maritime, including
courses in maritime policy, maritime law, marine environment and marine science. | encourage
interested applicants to apply for these marvellous and life changing opportunities!

We also provide the Philippines with law of the sea training. Ensuring the law of the sea is
respected is key to protecting Philippine seas. Moreover, we invest in fellowships which have
further strengthened the professional capacity and knowledge of researchers in the agriculture
sector, including in fisheries and marine sciences.


https://www.philstar.com/columns/136495
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806213/steven-j-robinson
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Over the years we have seen how the new skills acquired by our Filipino alumni, and their
collaboration with Australian counterparts, have resulted in so many positive marine
environment projects. For example, Australia Awards alumni Dr. Rene Abesamis told me about
his studies in marine sciences at Australia’s James Cook University, and how he used his new
knowledge to combat declining fish stocks and advise on the design and location of marine
protected areas in the Philippines.

On the topic of fish stocks, Australia is supporting the Philippines to combat illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing (IUUF), which causes extensive damage to the Philippines’ marine
environment and fish numbers, which many Filipinos rely on for their livelihood. Australia will
support the Philippines to combat IUUF by providing training, regional fisheries officer
exchanges and targeted capacity building.

We are also investing in training and vessel sustainment for Philippine civil-maritime agencies
to support them in enforcing the Philippines’ maritime laws.

Australia, like the Philippines, is a maritime nation. Both countries have some of the largest and
most magnificent coastlines in the world. On this World Earth Day, and with the challenges the
marine environment is facing, there has never been a more important time for Australia to invest
in working with our Philippine partners to protect our precious aquatic ecosystems.

* * *

Steven J. Robinson AO is the Australian Ambassador to the Philippines. Follow him on Twitter
@AuUsAmbPH.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/04/21/2175597/investing-philippines-marine-
environment
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To stem tide of trash, PEMSEA calls for ‘truly
biodegradable’ packaging

April 21, 2022 | 4:58 pm

Wire trash basket. — Gregg Yan/PEMSEA

An environmental organization reiterated the call for a national ban on the use of unnecessary
plastics and a shift to biodegradable packaging to manage plastic waste entering Manila Bay,
a pollution hotspot, from Cavite’s Imus River, which it called “a conveyor belt” of trash.

“One solution is for manufacturers to shift to truly biodegradable packaging, such as processed
seaweed and cassava,” said Gregg H. Yan, a consultant for Partnerships in Environmental
Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA), in an e-mail. Incentivizing consumers by
giving them discounts for bringing their own resealable plastic containers can also work, he
added.

On April 19, PEMSEA released five studies on the Imus River watershed, which measures
186.15 kilometers and has a population of 1,351,057 as of 2015.

“We wanted to understand not just what types of waste enter the Imus River, but how the people
who live near the river itself perceived plastic pollution as well as local efforts to combat it,” said
Edwin F. Lineses, a social scientist at De La Salle University-Dasmarinas (DLSU-D), which led
the studies along with Cavite State University.

Locals were aware of the negative effects of plastic pollution in the Imus River, the studies
found. They also had positive attitudes about conservation efforts, although most
respondents still preferred sachets and single-use plastics because of their convenience,
affordability, and perceived value-for-money.

Single-use sachets and packets are among the most pervasive types of litter in and along the
river.

“Oxo-degradable plastics are not good for the environment because they’re only designed to
break down into smaller and smaller pieces,” said Mr. Yan. “These tiny microplastics remain in
the environment for a long time before being fully broken down by natural processes.”

Aside from banning plastics, PEMSEA recommended educating Imus residents of solutions
beyond regular trash collection and cleanup drives, such as proper segregation and recycling.


http://pemsea.org/sites/default/files/ASEANO_Primer_Knowledge,_Attitudes_and_Practices_20220414.pdf
http://pemsea.org/sites/default/files/ASEANO_Primer_Knowledge,_Attitudes_and_Practices_20220414.pdf
https://www.bworldonline.com/entreprenews/2021/06/07/373868/startups-trying-to-solve-plastic-problem-receive-support-from-wwf-investor-groups/
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Small businesses should likewise be given incentives to provide product refills, use alternative
packaging, and comply with waste management policies, the environmental organization said.

“This Earth Day [April 22], buhayin natin ang ating mga ilog (let's revive our rivers),” said
PEMSEA executive director Aimee T. Gonzales.

The studies were launched under PEMSEA'’s Project ASEANO, an initiative to stem the flow of
plastic pollution in two pilot locations: the Philippines’ Imus River and Indonesia’s Citarum
River.

They can be downloaded at https://pemsea.org/publications/reports. — Patricia B. Mirasol

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/sparkup/2022/04/21/443722/to-stem-tide-of-trash-

pemsea-calls-for-truly-biodegradable-
packaqing/?fbclid=IwAR1XEdJ6brWXXFF3KVv1IRUBN4OvjrwinVf7jOB{V85wZ0OK7bod6-
EaM68Kzo
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Coca-Cola’s ‘Tapon to Ipon, Basta Klaro
Panalo’ goes to Manila

BYBMPLUS APRIL 20, 2022
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Photo by Bernard Testa/BM

Tapon to Ipon, Basta Klaro Panalo! is Coca-Cola Beverages PH’'s community collection
program for clear-used PET plastic bottles.
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Piloted in Batangas City back in 2021, Tapon to Ipon has now reached in the city of Manila. For
phase 1, we have activated 6 sari-sari store collection hubs where customers can exchange
used clear PET plastic bottles — regardless of brand (even competition) as long as it's
CLEAR— for new coke products.

Last March 26, Coca-Cola’s Tapon to Ipon team set up a one-day barangay activity to kick off
the collection program in Manila. Working with the LGU of Manila and local communities—
Coca-Cola was able to collect close to 300kgs of used clear plastic bottles. These bottles were
brought to PETValue Philippines for recycling.

Photo by Bernard Testa/BM


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/solar-project-planned-in-northern-australia-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
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PETValue is the country’s first food-grade bottle-to-bottle recycling facility and is set to be
operational very soon. CCBPI is grateful to Manila’s Department of Public Services (DPS) and
local barangay officials for supporting its World Without Waste goal! Consumers can continue
exchanging plastic bottles (any brand, as long as the bottle is clear!) at Coca-Cola’s partner
sari-sari store collection hubs across the city of Manila.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/20/coca-colas-tapon-to-ipon-basta-klaro-
panalo-goes-to-manila/
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Gov't assures nonstop efforts to address land
reform issues

By Azer Parrocha April 21, 2022, 6:11 pm

oy Presidential
™ A ‘\) @ Communicatid

Acting presidential spokesperson and Communications Secretary Martin Andanar (File photo)

MANILA — The Duterte administration is continuously addressing the long-standing pleas of
farmers and indigenous peoples (IPs) for genuine land reform, Malacafiang said Thursday.

This, after labor leader and presidential candidate Leodegario “Ka Leody” de Guzman called
on the government to address land grabbing which has led to mass exodus of IPs from their
ancestral lands.

“President Rodrigo Roa Duterte remains committed to delivering genuine agrarian reform in
the country,” acting presidential spokesperson Martin Andanar said in a press statement.

Citing government data, Andanar said the administration distributed 229,289 hectares of
agricultural lands from July 2016 to May 2021, benefitting 166,217 Agrarian Reform
Beneficiaries.

He said the government also issued 57 Certificates of Ancestral Domain Titles (CADTS),
covering 993,345.17 hectares of ancestral domains, which benefited 257,047 indigenous
peoples from 2016 to June 2021.

“We therefore assure our people, including Ka Leody de Guzman, that our efforts to provide
lands to landless farmers will continue until the end of the President’s term,” he added.

On Tuesday, De Guzman's party, the Partido Lakas ng Masa (PLM), said the meeting with the
leaders of the Manobo-Pulangiyon tribe in Barangay Butong was marred by gunshots.

At least five people were injured, four of them members of the Manobo-Pulangihon indigenous
tribe.

The shooting came as the tribe protested the alleged land-grabbing incident of their ancestral
land.

The tribe claims that their families were forcibly relocated from their settlement along the
Pulangi River to the disputed area.
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De Guzman's camp said they were within a property of more than 900 hectares reportedly
being administered by Quezon town Mayor Pablo Lorenzo Il in Sitio Kiantig, Barangay San
Jose when a group of 50 men fired shots at them.

The land in Sitio Kiantig is disputed by the Manobo-Pulangihon and Kiantig Development
Corporation which controls the Kiantig Pineapple Company.

De Guzman said the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) has recognized the
Manobos’ ancestral domain. However, the tribe’s formal title to the land is taking a long time to
be issued.

He called on Duterte to order an investigation on land-grabbing before his term ends.

Malacafiang condemned the incident and called for a thorough investigation.

“Violence has no place in any civilized society and we condemn the incident in Bukidnon where
gunshots were allegedly fired against the camp of Ka Leody de Guzman,” Andanar said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172657
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Solar project planned in northern Australia to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions

Xinhua

CANBERRA, Australia — A massive solar farm proposed for northern Australia would reduce
global greenhouse gas emissions by 480 million tons, an environmental assessment has found.

The renewable energy company Sun Cable recently lodged its environmental impact statement
(EIS) for the Australia-Asia PowerLink with authorities in the Northern Territory (NT).

The proposed 30 billion Australian dollar (22.3 billion U.S. dollar) project would transmit solar
energy harvested in the NT to Singapore via undersea cables.

According to the EIS, it would reduce global greenhouse gas emissions by 480 million tons,
equivalent to the average electricity used by over 2.5 million Australian homes each year over
the project lifespan.

Plans for the project include a 12,000-hectare solar farm southeast of Darwin in the NT’s Barkly
region.

The Powell Creek Solar Precinct would have an energy generation capacity of 17-20 gigawatts
(GW) and 36-42 gigawatt hours (GWh) of battery storage.

Energy would be transmitted to Darwin and the remaining power would be transferred to a
converter station in Singapore along a 4,200-km Subsea Cable System.

The statement said large areas of land will be cleared. However the footprint represents only a
small percentage of the total area of available habitat.

It said construction and operation of the Subsea Cable System could have a minor impact on
marine life species through temporary loss of habitat or disruption to behavior because of cable
laying activities and possible collision with marine vessels.

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/solar-project-planned-in-northern-australia-to-reduce-
greenhouse-gas-emissions/



https://mb.com.ph/author/xinmb
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/solar-project-planned-in-northern-australia-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/21/solar-project-planned-in-northern-australia-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
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FOR z ALL DENR OFFICTIALS AND EMPLOYEES
FROM > The Dircetor

Climarte Change Scrvice

SURBILCT p CALL FOR DONATION FOR LANDSLIDE AND FLOOD VICTIMS
IN LEYTE

DATE : 18 April 2022

Youwr kmd assistance s humbly songht (or Levie winch was recenily Int by wyphoon
“Agaton.” causimg severe [loodmg m many areas ol lhe province and devaslalmg landshdes
Baybay City and Abuvog.

The reliel axd wall specilically benelit the residents of barungays Kanlagnos, Bunga, Mallu,
Can-ipa m Baybay Cily and barangay Palar m Abuyog (10 voad 15 already passable) and nearby
flooded comumunitics who are in dire necd of the following:

¢ Drnnking water

® Rice, canned goods, noodles
e (Coaking nrensils

e Blankcrs, Clothes

¢ Rcusable sanitarv pads
s llygene kils, soap

e Biscuits, cercals

¢ Milk, coffce, sugar, salt
e loys (Tor chikdren)

Yo may exlend youwr mnch-needed help lo the alfecled residents of [Leyle through M.
Rolando O Abad, Jr. of the Chinale Change Service al 0961.7430.884. Mr. Abad 15 [romn
Southern Leyte and together with his brother, fricnds and volunteers, they have organized a relict
opcration bascd in Baybayv City.

He will be w1 Leyle from Apnl 27-29 (o personally deliver vour donations and rehel aid lo
the residents of said barangavs. Geash donations may also be sent thru Mr. Abad at
0961.7430.884.

Your kind considcration will be highly appreciated.

ELENIDADR. B G
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DENRS Sampulna

turns over -Alabang lot to RITM

DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim 0. Sampulna
(sixth from left) and Department of Health-Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (DOH-RITM)
Director Celia Carlos, MD (fifth from left) show the deed of conveyance signed by the twa parties for
Ipwldhudhllabug.lhlﬁtlunﬂty,“ht.n‘mbyﬂﬂlmm RITM. The property
will help expand RITM's fadlities to further advance its research and improve fts services, Present
in the ceremonial signing were Land Management Bureau Director Atty. Emelyne V. Talabis, DENR
WIMIMWMIWMA (nnntfmﬂhaﬂunnthhnidthnd

otheroffidals of mmag«odu‘. CMTHBUTED PHOTD

By JonaTHAN L. MAYUGA
W dionlmayuga

E Department of Environ-

I ment and Natural Resources

(DENR) is set to turn over a
9,077-square-meter (sq m) land to
the Research Institute for Tropical
Medicine (RITM) to research work
to combat the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) pandemic and othar dis-
eases that may arise in the future.

DENR Acting Secretary Jim O
Sampulna signed on Friday, April 8,
2022, a deed of conveyance on mak-
ingthe lot donation official. RITMis,
the research armof the Department
of Health.

“This deed of conveyance is the
DENR's simple gift and contribu-
tion for RITM to further advance
their research work, and prepare
Lo address the current pandemic
and health concerns that may arise
in the future,” Sampulna saidin a
news statement.

The ceremonial signing of the

deed of conveyance came after
President Duterte handed down
Proclamation 1276 dated January
6, 2022, which states that a parcel
of patrimonial land within the Ala-
bang Stock Farm, Muntinlupa City,
will be allutted for RITM.

The 9,077-sq-m lot is adjacent to
the current siteof the health research
facility in Alabang. RITM Director

Celia €. Carlos, MDD, expressed her
gratitude tothe DENR for facilitating
the preparation of the deed of con-
veyance, and for allocating the land
in their favor, noting that one of the
facility’s problems was lack of space.

“I wish to acknoviedge the big
helpprovided by Land Management
Bureau Director Atty, Emelyne V. Ta-
labis and her staff who guided and
supported us in all stages of this
journey towards RITM acquisition
of additional lots,” said Carlos.

" RITM has been responding to
outbreaks of infections diseases for
the last 20 years, including the first
seyere acute respiratory syndrome-
associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV)
outbreak in 2003

It was also at the forefront of
controlling the AHINI pandem-
ic tn 2009, measles outbreak in
2013, Middle Edst respiratorysyn-
drome coronavirus (MERS-CoV)
outbreak in 2014 to 2015, polio
outbreak in 2018, and SARS-CoV
outhreak in 2019,
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DENR donates land for expansmn

of medical research

Department tand
1Namr-1 Resources (DBNR) has donatfd a
9,000 meter land o the Depart-
ment of Health (Dodlg;o haell’lzblmmwpmve‘ﬂ
the agenc; operal 1c¢
‘medical research and development.

'DENR Sec. Jim O. sampulna said the
pamel of land is located in Alabang,
Muntinlupa City, beside the Research

Institute or Tropical Medicine (RITM)

which is the main beneficlary of the
donation.

5 mmmﬂaemainﬁseamham
of the DOH ind over the years, it has

been

ng of lack of space to

accommodate more facilities for its
growing research assignments. (Aaron

B. Recuenco)
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of medical research

Department tand
1Namr-1 Resources (DBNR) has donatfd a
9,000 meter land o the Depart-
ment of Health (Dodlg;o haell’lzblmmwpmve‘ﬂ
the agenc; operal 1c¢
‘medical research and development.

'DENR Sec. Jim O. sampulna said the
pamel of land is located in Alabang,
Muntinlupa City, beside the Research

Institute or Tropical Medicine (RITM)

which is the main beneficlary of the
donation.

5 mmmﬂaemainﬁseamham
of the DOH ind over the years, it has

been

ng of lack of space to

accommodate more facilities for its
growing research assignments. (Aaron

B. Recuenco)
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ATY. Metro Pacific Investments Corp. teams up with the Department of Environment and

roes-a:odiversity Manage t Bureau, DENR- National Caphal Region, and mebalnovgrmm unit of Quezan C
10 implement the project Building a iranment in Metro Manila. the me: !
1o signify their three-year comm| ﬂbmﬂodkeniwpmmmhﬁ%% s {from | R BMB
director Natividad Bernardino, reg director Jacqueline Caancan, QC-LGU aqqmwsm« Michae! Victor
Alimurung dnd MPIC chief finance, risk and susufn;buity officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla.1
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Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp. (RTN), Coral Bay Nickal Corp.
(CBNC), and Graymont (Phillppines), Inc., (GPl) parinersd with
the Dapartment of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
in subsidizing the procurement of a P§.4M Continuous Amblent
Air Quality Monitoring Station {CAAQMS) to be established in the
mining community of Bataraza In Southern Palawan, Shown are the
signatories (L to R) : Remmy Collado-Camo, NAC AVP for Safety and
Envi; Jose Bayani Baylon, NAC VP for Corp. Comm.; DENR-EME
umomm.aumu Salino; Masahiro Kamiya, CBNC

aMmmnhhnd lnl?umn Divislon — Mi
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- New administration, new-agriculture
earning from the agricul- boring countries. ties like crab cultivation.
ture industry’s past perfor- The second guiding star During the April 18 meet-
~mances will help improve mm is "promoting health and nu- ing, the DA also welcomed sug-
the next adi ation's trition.” Using the commodity gested improvements to the
governance, | FRNESTO M. ORDONEZ system approach, guiding com- NAFMIP, such as those provid-
On April 18, this was com- modity selection will help ac- ed by Alyansa Agrikultura:
mendably done by the Depart- complish this. Tn addition, our An international rrade Sec-
ment of Agriculture (DA) when  practice in our major agriculture  border controls must be imple- tlon, given our fast changing
it presented its updated Na- areas of rice, coconur and corn mented effectively to prevent global environment;
tional Agriculture and Fisheries should be replaced by amultiple  discases coming in with the im- An effective export and
Modernization and Induswial commodity system. This should ports. an equally important import
Plan (NAEMIP) foT 2021-2030.  mean increasing significantly A massive education effort  strategy;
Supported by the DA’s top the budget share for high value  should also be provided so that . Safeguard and international

management, Assi t Secre-
tary Agnes Miranda spearhead-
ed this inidative. For the very
first time, the DA used outside
experts to provide objectivity
and an mdepenqent perspec-

tive. They were from the Asian
and the

Food md Agn ture Organi-

zation.

“three guiding sta o5 :

abﬂityandtomlhms. m__
~ not provide the internationally

crops from taday’s level of less
than 5 percent,

Also, the lack of necessary
government support services
have deprived our farmers and
fisherfolk the capability of being
globally competitive. Instead of
providing these services, our

lsmmmentdecreasstaﬂﬁs

significantly and then suddenly

increases imports without sup-  ration

our producers.

This happened in the imple-

mentation of the rice tariffica-

tion law. Our government did

accepted sateguard measure
of temporarily increasing the
effective tariff rate. Conse-
guently, our rice farmers have
suffered a 23-percent drop In
income and increased rural

line nt flash floods and
- pri emmod oppormni

elementary level students will
be guided with their food choic-
es, This will help boost local
production (by substituting less
healthy imports with our own)
and increase our farmers' in-
comes.

The third gmdmg star is

-nui

Environment and ‘Natural
soumtnmn)ahauldbedon’ei
asis on reforestation.

ts soil erasion and pro—

vides livelihood opportunities.
Mangroves are equally im-
portant, They protect the coast-

Angre development.  adjustments, the
.Bﬁboo should be promoted.
'ltziww cost, low maintenance,

trade options, including antis-
muggling initiatives (especially
in the context af Albay Rep. Joey
Salceda’s April 19 statement: T
think the DA is the motherof all
smuggling™):

Private sector's meaning-
ful participation in monitoring
and evaluation (especially in
the DA's budgel use after the
Commission on Audit reported
P22 billion in unliquidated 2020
expenses).

Though needing further
improved
NAFPMIP should guide the new
administration In birthing a
new agriculture, mg

The avttor is Agriwatch e s former sec-
retary of presidential Pageip oo rms and
frajects, and former undemec ot ury of the
DA anc M‘Mmcqt of Trade and wdus«
try Congact s agriwac!_pt i s 3hoocom
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BRIEF SILENCE A spot on the main beachon Boracay lsland s
Station 1is silent on Weadnesday as tourists seek shelter from
the intense heat. Visitors continue to flock to the rasort island
in Malay, Aklan, but arrivals have slightly dipped after the Holy

Week, —JacKIARILLA

By Nestor P. Burgos Jr.
@nestorburgosINQ

ILOILO tpTY—Busmess oper-
ators on | Boracay Island have
asked the Department of Tour-
ism (DOT) to recansider the cur-
rent limit for tourists arrivals,
saying the government-mandat-
ed carrying capacity was pegged
before jor rehabilitation
measures implemented.

. In a letter to Tourism Secre-
tary Bernadette Romulo Puyat
dated April 19, Philippine Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(PCCI)-Bmpuy said the current
situation on the resort island in
Malay, Aklan, was “greatly differ-
ent” from conditions before 2018.

“The carrying capacity stud-
ies were performed in 2018 at
the very start of the first clo-
sure. Since this time, some mas-
sive improvements and epic
upgrades have been accom-

plished,” PCCI-Boracay said.
Pnyat “called out offi-
cials of an province over

the surge' in rourists during
the Holy Week which, she said,
breached the carrying capacity
on April 14 (Maundy Thursday)
quality, pulting up of individual
sewage trearment plants of ho-
tels and other establishments,
and compliance with building
regulations,

Boracay business operators,
who have been reeling from an
economic slump for two vears
due o COVID-1g travel restric-
tions and quarantine measures,
have welcamed the recent in-
crease in tourist arrivals.

Mamn Jose Despi, gener-

al manager of the Boracay In-
ter-Agency Rehabilitation Man-
agement Group (BIARMG), said
results of a new study on the is-

land’s carrying capacity wouldw

be released on June 15.

The total carrying capacity
of the island, including tourists
and residents, was pegged at
55,757, according to the Com-
prehensive Land Use Plan, or
54,949 based on Presidential
Proclamation No. 1064 which
classified parts of Boracay as
alienable and disposable forest
lands and protected areas.

Before it was closed in 2018,
the island’s population, includ-
ing tourists, was 70,781 per day.

“Most probably, because of

_the rehabilitation interventions,

the carrying capacity will in-

crease,” Despi told the Inguirer.
Despi sald the BIARMG had

recommended the putting up of

an integrated real-time infor-

mation technology system that
would monitor the number of
tourists on the island to guide
government agencies as well as
tourists planning to visit,

DILG warning

The Department of the In-
terior and Local Government
(DILG) reiterated its warning
to Aklan officials to ensure
compliance with the daily visi-
tor threshold in Boracay “or be
ready to receive show cause or-
ders (SCOs) due to negligence.”

“We will not hesitate to is-
sue SCOs against officials of the
LGUs (local government units)
who would not implement the
natibnal government policies in

Boracay. We cannot go back to'
square one, especially now tha
we are still in the middle of
pandemic,” Interior Secretary
Eduardo Afic said in a state-
ment on Thursday., !

“Our efforts to rehabilitater
and reverse the ecological deg-,
radation of the island will all be:*
futile if we become negligent in.
complying with the gmdcunz;;
set by the national govern-
ment.,” he added.

DILG spokesperson Under-
secretary Jonathan Malaya re
minded tourists and residen
of Boracay and Aklan province;
that these areas are still un~\
der the alert level 1 status, the
least restrictive among the five.
COVID-xg alert levels, but still
entails the observance of min-
imum public health standards,)
including wearing of face masks.a

“We do not want to expcn-
ence another surge in COVID-lg.
cases, We have the right to u'aveu
and enjoy the different tourist
destinations in the country, but.
we Must remain disdplined be-
cause the pandemic is not ver
- over,” Malaya said. -wmumu
FROM DEXTHR CABALZA (1),
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Eduardo Afio warned the pro-
vincial nt of Aklan

to stidk to the imp"lermntation of the
capacity limit in Boracay fol-
zmofmmwdmgduﬂng
the Haly

"Hindi tayo magdadalawang-isip
-issue ng : SCO (show cause

back
mammuinmenmmfapmmm

3 mmotm
of Malay town, two LGUs which have
direct authority over the world - famous
toudst destmation, 0 inrensify efforts

Local Government Secretary

Tving capacity

laws Botacavlélmﬂ) ’Wecﬂﬁbotao'
square one especially now that

in mmglying wtth the guldellnes set}?

The Boracay Inter - Agency Task
Force (BIATF) had set 19,215 as the car~
of the island for tourists
to ensure the ecological sustainabil-

uyoﬂ!omy BIATF is composed of

. nt of Environment and
nesoumee (DENR) as chair,

Headded: "Failure to comply with
themommmdeddﬁymmholdmzy

-w;t:;;gfg“mmum. d.
In a letter to Afio, DOT Secretary

Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said Bora-

‘cay [sland

Thursday
: 'zz,stsonﬂuodfndav()\prﬂ 15), which
‘are way above the island s limit.
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ist arrivals fdr Mam‘dﬂ
14) reached 21,252, and

On April 16, 2022, Puyal appealed

tohﬂoandDF.NRAcﬂng Secretary Jim
0. Sampulna to instigate appropriate
acﬁbnsmga!di the violations and
urged for strict implementanon of
preventive meastires agalnst Covid-19
that is also a “valuable step in driving
a sustainable growth of tourisn in the

'ums, said that subsequmt Violations

on the recommended limitation of

tourists in Island may merit

the issuance of a SCO from the De-
partment, regardless if the violaton

'delmexate or not. ?

ment of Mahv -Mayor Fro

He also disagreed with the 5(%
Baustista calling the tourist arriva

i "nomﬂl"
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ed violations of Boracay
w unym;k'
LG) Secretary Eduardo

‘%nmnmwugggﬁ
he pro

ity'&ﬂms‘,laiulrr: E. it U
e sustam-

£

stern warning (o
vincial government
Aklan and the municipal-
itv of Malay, Aklan to en-
sure compliance to the
visitor threshold “or

“ reverse the accom-

ishments of govemment
b refabilitating Boracay

r 0 he' saig
Baracay [si Tt arriy
als for Moundy Thursday
M‘srﬂ Mg reacked 21252
and 22519 on' Good Feday
{April 15}, which ant 'way
above the sland’y limir.

On April 16, 2002, Puyat

likowise 2 ﬂ,lad;n 3

Secretary Ao and DENR

Pt Thagul “W‘ et
“to i A

At SCHONS TR X w vio-

' lattona and urged for strict

be’ ready to receive Show

measures aga: JONTD 1D
&‘s ,?Nha&kbﬂpm
riviog (1 sustaineble growth
of Wunsm iy e fsland
fsuing o clear waniir
to Aklan LCUs (he DIL
Chiel, through a DILG
memarandum Cisseniel-
e o Aklan Iglls, saud H;‘a:
subsegquent violations of ¢
reconanpmisd Hmit of e

“ists 'in Boragry Eland m.g :

{

meritthe isssance of an SC
from the

riment, re-
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Masisira na naman
- ang Boracay
DR s vt agin, g capt s hapsiiad

mmm% o lampas-lampas
T I e
3 v S '»

Malay, Aklan.
kay Romulo Puyat, ang DIL mym
T
1 Bagama pawang mge bakinedo 203

bak

%‘33 mj‘z iiuuwa sa dagat.

ﬁ%mﬁmmm

Itundl ang d na Imnll .mn ﬁ
Huwag hayaang masira
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FOLI.O NG docu-
olahonsof Bo-

uc.iy lsl ‘s carrying

r tourists last
liol Weck, Department
g Interior and Local

Secretary
Eduardo Ano yesterday
wamed the pravincial
gove t nf Aklan
and the of
Malay to ensure compli-
ance to the daily vis:tor

hahala sa
kautusan ka isla
cay. We cannot go
squarconc, i

that weare stll in the mid-
dleota

Bora-
ok to

allbciutilnﬂwebcmme

y umiiral na -

n in complying
uidelines set b

Government,

w:th
Natin
Ano said.
He urged both the pro-
vincial government of
Aklan and the m
ityof Malay, Aklan, d1
have directauthorityover
the waorld-famous tourist
destination, to imensify
efforts and strictly ob
serve the island’s dmly

threshold of 19,215 for
tourists.

_ The Boracay Inter-
Task Force (Bl-

ATP), composed of the
Deparlment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) ax chair,

~with the DILG and De-

partment of Tourism

(DOT) as oo-dmrs, set

19,215 as the ca-
puc:ty of the i fur
rourists to ensure the eco-

logical sustainability of
Shi

. The DILG Secratary
said "fallure to comply

S environmental o

with the recommended
daily threshold may cause
and

reverse the accom-
plishments of govern-
mentin rehabilitating Bo-
racay [sland.”

In a letter sent by DOT
Secretary Bermadette Ro-
mulo-Payat to Afio, she
caid Boracay Island totr-
ist arrivals for Maund
Thursday (April 14)
reached 2 ,252mul22,519
unGoodPnday[A ').
g‘e ‘were way a

island’s limit. ;

On April 16, 2022,

Jnﬁﬁﬂ‘i‘&"n"' e

hnvhm&ﬂwlmmm

sstigate appropriate ac-
regargmg the viola-

tions and urged for sldct
implementation of pre-
ventive measures agaimst
COVID-19 that is also a
“yaluable step in driving
a sus growth of
tourism in the island.”

" TheDILG chief, (hmugh

a DILC memozandom dis-
Samed tii St
wWame <ul it
violations on the recom-
mended hnulzhm‘shczm
ists in Boracay may
gt\mtltl}i WS&D
nm t, re-
if the violation is
liberate or nat.
“We must draw the
line o ensure that our
policies are being com-
ﬁ -dwnthunlhg : ground.
(h

ng kaﬂnnpng mag-is-

Posibas v po s

gagawin %am‘:?

ga\ur.m, '
with
ﬂue dainnmt of Malay
Acting Mayor Frolibar
Bautista, ca the tour-

ist arrivals as "normal”.
“Hindi ito normal, ito
glabayr sa umural na
roEsa /a. Noong 2018 pa

garwalapangpan-'

demva, nanat!n

s k‘mgmm*afn{ung gaani

karamid lamang ang pu-
wedznglh gapinnatar-
ista oy b '\x}v ) said.

AR d‘rp.‘mi 18 re-
}'lﬂ“al offices to rlnml\.
monitorthe compliane of
LGUs and to report any
violations of tourism-re-
lated urgltm:\ ations
and COVID-19 poliries
and protocols.

DILC Undessecrelary
and spokesperson
Jonathan Malaya remind-
ed regidents and touriats

of: Boracay and Aklan

province that the area is
under Alert Level 1,
which entails observance
of minimo rnlvuh i health
standards.

“Muli po naming ipi-
napaalala sa ating mga
kababayan sa Akan na
Palnlih]lul L NS ’bhll'
od sa-health prl;‘t scols na
itinakda patin Magsuot
pa rin ng face mask at
mag-disinfect lagi. Hu-
wag po tayongs ndgmg
pabaya,” Malaya said.
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vday is Earth Day and our country is
orie with the world in calling atten-
tion to the planet's plight on multiple
fronts. If the earth is a hospital patient,
prognosxs is deadly. No less than Antdnio
Gl terres, Secretary-General of the United Na-
tisns (UN) made the assessment in his “State of
the Planét” address in December 2020, when he
said, “To put it simply, the state of the planet
is’hroken.”
] "Humanity is waging war on nature. This is
syicidal. Nature always strikes back - and it is
ready doing so with growing force and fury.
Biodiversity is collapsing. One million species
ar!e ar risk of extinction. Ecosystems are disap-
pearing before our eyes, Deserts are spreading,
ands are being lost, Every year, we lose 10
mllllon hectares of forests,” Guterres said. And
this is only just the beginning.

He added that “oceans are overfished — and
choking with plastic waste, The carbon dioxide
they absorb is acidifying the seas. Coral reefs are
bleached and dying. Air and water pollution are
killing million people annually. And with
people and livestock encroaching further into
animal habitats and disrupting wild spaces, we
could see more viruses and other disease-causing
agents jump from animals to humans."

‘What was alarming in Guterres’ statement is
that two new authoritative reports from the World
Meteorological Organization and the United Na-
tions Environment Programme spell out how
clqse we are to climate catastrophe.

Amid lhls seemingly endless list of bad prog-

isa ‘cure” — “Let's be clear; luman activi-
. ne are at the root of our descent towards chaos.
But that means human action can help solve it.
Making peace with nature is the defining task of

DA

ik .
M:*ke each day an Earth Day

the 21st century. It must be the fop priority for
everyone, everywhere.”

The people of this world have destroyed this
planet, so it would also take all of us collectively
to heal the planet and make sure that it is still
habitable for the future generations.

This is the impetus behind Earth Day 2022,
when the global organizer Earthday.Org an-
nounced its theme "Invest in Our Planet.” Earth
Day 2022 is “focused on accelerating solutions to
combat our greatest threat, climate change, and
to activate everyone — governments, citizens, and
businesses — to do their part. Everyone accounted
for, and everyone accountable.”

Today, the organizers hope to make the citi-
zens of the world recognize that in order to help
this planet, countries have to accelerate the tran-
sition to an equitable, green economy, and leave
behind the dirty fossil fuel economy.

Earthday.Org also reminds all of us that we
have a voice in the fight for our planet: “As In-
dividual citizens — voters, as watchdogs, and as
consumers — we have the simple yet effective
power to make our voices heard. What each of us
does, and how we do it, has a huge ripple effect
on our ecosystems, and on the pace of corporate
and government action. We are responsible for
holding business, governments, and others ac-
countable and to support their efforts when they
get it right.”

The first Earth Day was held in April of 1970.
Fifty two years later, we are still in this fight
and it seems that in each passing time, the
planet slides to a worse state than before. Un-
less governments, institutions, businesses, and
individuals act now, climate change will continue
to deeply damage the planet and make the future
bleaker than ever before,
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bwkh}her days as uoum?ﬂ:
@ﬂbﬂh,ﬁmshema_ 5
- multi-awarded mpmwﬂ
a

,.mwmm
ovide some effect for those passing
Wd tg:d&utfut-
forwud present; Sen. gaxdu

bnslwa, M@ M #ilan lamw
‘ wmm(Wem'thmynmmm
mnm‘ﬂ:h).b\:e : §

‘National Commiission for Culture and
the Arts in 2016 — also places people at
ﬁdmothrﬂ@lm&ophwt.

No longer just an intangible concept,
dhmdmgehmmlmthm&nm
with warter lemperatures in our midst, more
devastating storms, increased droughts and
endangered tribal communities who live close
‘to these natural enviremments,

With the preservation of the environment
at the core ol Teer platforms through the years,

accolades for her effoits. To walk the talk,

Legarda has authored and sponsored the

passage of some environmental landmark

Iaws such as the Clean Air Act, Solid Waste

Management Ad, Climate Change Act and

Philippine Dmstermskﬂedlwdonand‘
The depth of her advocacy goes back to

her days as a journalist in the 80s, when

smwasamulu-awa.rdedrebmmd'l‘v

host of 2 major network., Legarda hasn't

left that side 0 e E—

using her story-

telling expertise

to these day,

With the

documentary

genre as 4

vehicle for

spreading

awareness, she

has produced

lh«gt v1dqnl

Climate
Change),
children’s
animation
movie Liglas
Likas, Buhos |
(Downpour),
Philippine
Marine
Antigue: Coral
Restoration

flow e
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| 2
ine preservation and consetvation of the
Shal g s | m'imﬁnul.lslndeodahfeMl’orﬂw
is & ‘cllsboration with tha United Nations senator. Her efforts, past and present, may

mmmmmnmnnm

: development,
mnmmmmmm

_' amable.ﬂlesanm who was
nferred the Dangal ng Haraya Award:

Pz "_nl'Artsdennure ﬂwNauoml

b Bt for e piaoe.
Striking a regal demeanor in outfits
v ~mmmwmmm

thsexhihithummmhenhz&euﬂed

just be too many to mention. ﬁ; sonsider
this: Imagine 500 hectares with two million
sturdy troes across the country. Trees that are
breathing life back into eroded forests; trees
{hat will be protected and protect us back.
These trees were planted through the
greening program Luntiang Flipinas
(Green Philippines) thai Sen. Legarda
founded. Today, she continues to
encourage stakeholders in pursuing this
envirommental advocacy.
Suﬂamabuﬂymmalnsknymsaﬂngme
. eatﬂxespeddlymﬂ\emidd:dawm
Sustaina.hle actions require tenacious

Sen. Legarda had said in her Barth
Day statement last year: I will continue
championing climate justice, in all the
regional and global climate talks and
i negotiations, including the upcoming
Conference of the Parties this

\ pursue ‘devel {
Barth where we embrace
sustainability, mindful
consumption and planetary
health as core principles in
| growing our economy. An
! Earth that we and fulure
generations can truly call
home,” shepmmtsqad. w1

SEN. Lorean Legarda pledgss 10
¢ ‘continue champicning ~‘-3‘;4,
. all the regional and global climat
agotiations.
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Today is Farth Day and our
country is ane with theworld in
calling attention to the planet's
plight on multiple fronts. If the
carth is a hospital patient, the
prognesie is deadly. Nolessthan
Antonio Guterres, Secretary-
General of the United Nations
(UN) miide the assessment inhig
“State of the Planet” address in
December 2020, when he said,
"ropumslmply.ﬂae'stamot‘me
planetis hraken.”

“Humanity is waging war on
nature. This is suicidal Nuature
always strikes back —and it is
already doing so with growing
force and fury. Biodiversity is

, . Ecosys
tems are disappearing. hafone
o1 rmﬂe&@xﬁs aresp

Wellands are being lost, Every

year, we lose 10 million hectares
of forests,” Cuterres said. And
this is only just the beginning.
He addead that “oceans are
averfished — and choking with
plastic waste, The carbon diox
ldetHEyahsorbtsmdifsmme
seas. Coral reefs are hleached
and dying. Air and water pol-
lution are killing nine million
people annually. Aad with peo
ple and livestoek encroaching
further into animal habitats
and disrupting wild spaces,
we could see more virnses
and other disease-gausing
agents jump from animals to
humans” :
Whal was alanmng in Gu-
Llerres’ statement 1s that two
new autharitative reports
from the World Meteorslogical
Organization and the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme spell aul how close we
are to climate catastrophe.
Amid thls%emmglyendlm
listofbad prognasesisa“cure”
- “Let's be clear: human activi
tizs are at the rool of our de-
seenl towards chaos, Bul that
means humanaction can help
solve it. Making peace with
nature is the defining task of
the 21st cenlury. It must be

the top prmnty for cveryone,

'l'he pnople of this world
have destruyed this planet,
su it would also take all of us
collectively to heal the phnﬁ:
and make sure that. it is still
hahitable for the future gen
erations.

“This is the impetus behind

2. (ne million species
s ok v

Earth Day 2022, when the
global organizer Earthday.Org
announced its theme “Invest
in Our Planet.” Barth Day 2022
is “focused on accelerating
solutions to combat our great-
ast threat, climate change,
and Lo activate everyone -
governments, cilizens, and
businesses  to do their part.
Everyone accounted for, and
everyone aceountable”

- Today, the organizers hope
to make the eitizens of the
world recognize that in order
to help this planet. countries
have to avcelerate the transi-
tmn to an rqmm*nh;, ,grt;;;;

oy, and |

- me fossil fuel economy.

Earthday.Org also reminds

all of us that we have a voice

in the fight for our planet; "As
Individual citizens - vaters, as
watchdogs, m as consum

Thave the simple yet

effastival poviert0 niake B

voices hmrd.wmeqch ofus
docs, and how we do it, has
a huge ripple affect on our
ecosystems, and on the pace
of corporate and nment
action. We are responsible
for holding business, govern-
ments, and others account
able and to support their ef
forta when they gel it righl”

The first Larth Day was
held in April of 1970. Fifty
two years later, we are still in
this fight and it seemis thatin
each passing Lime, Lhe planel
glides Lo & worse state than
before. Unless governments,
institutions, businesses, and
individuals act now, climate
changewill continue to deeply
damage the planet and make
the future bleaker than ever
before.
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lek’z lsbeyondbeiagpludc-
ro-waste, It is & more profound

s part of their heritage.

About the author: CIImtemeyLeader
Albao is the execuli [ the
{ as thpplne Reef ani Rainfo
Wﬂl&ﬂsﬂc E'amdmim,lnc (PRRC!‘I};&nonMor—

heir : e a4 andlhe:rteam umlsmmr%’:memmgpmjects
i mmmlmlstmtomeuansmon  junded by USAID, GIZ, and the EU, including

pa »sldgan; such as “Indi ko novating 0 re-
-usild" (Huwag mo akong sayangin in . duce sfngle-use

| dﬁqﬂ?
Temrity wv:;\w:::lf ;goi:tkﬂ% z % pemt [ons
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Inevitable

It is almost

|
o curtain fall. Whatever
We must be will be,
have been Al the grumbling,

harangued by the hate, and the
prevarications will
no longer alter the
outcome, We are
closing in on the
final leg of this
election derby and
everybody must
| accept the reality.
We are a nation badly fractured because
of divisive politics. The earlier we came
{0 our senses the better for us all, It-is
a universal truth that in every human
endeavor there will always be losers
and winners.

There are among us who made what
they banner as “fearless forecasts.”
Who knows, they may have the seventh
sense to read the writings on the wall,

As 1 write this piece there are
already winners. Those who have sold
their loyalties not only for 30 pieces
of silver but by the millions. Still,
others shift loyalties in exchange for
lucrative positions in the government.
At no time after Spain colonized
us have we seen friars indulge in
partisan politics and not sparing
the altar and ignoring the plea of
the papacy from getting enmeshed
in politics.

We have been harangued by
muckraking politicians, their wrecking
crew, and image builders. We can
handle that, in fact, we have become
inured to it although a huge majority
is no longer amused with i, Not even
the contemptible use of 4 non-existent
sex video, alleged to have been posted

in public, elicits sympathy, That is one
despicable trickery that only fomented

anger for how can one sacrifice the

dignity of 2 young woman as a means
to win votes?

SOUTHERN OPTICS
JUN LEDESMA

Unfortunately for the “Yellows,”
Duterte — the one they described
as uncouth, lacking in refinements
and finesse, * (from the
mountains),” the man behind the
Davao Death Squad and extrajudicial
killings — turned out to be a man
that delivered, that drew respect
and admiration from world leaders,
one who despite the crippling
pandemic-built infrastructures at &

His finance -

managers

raced the

credit

rating of

the country

from nothing to

investment grade

and stable. And his

trust and approval

ratings remain to be

unprecedented to the

last day of office.
The question now

is: Will the nation

gamble on another

Yellow brand of

leadership,

or will it

opt for the

The émotional ——— —
Filipinos have fallen  §6
for necrological
Tge and endured other time
the consequence after Spain
of having cast colonized ug
their votes for the Aave we seen
bereaved, The first Jfriars induige
Symptom of public in partisas
frustration and politics and
dx.sguat over the not sparing
failed governance the altar and
of the two Aquino ignoring
administrations the pleq of
was the emergence the Papacy
of a leader from the Jrom getting
south who, despite enmeshed in
starting late in the politics,
race, sped fast and
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7 S-M US support for PH ecosystem recovery

.Asmofmmullmpmnly- mdamgemd te environ-  would mhabiﬂmte&ﬁrnaml
phomOddh.!heUnﬂedsuqu-- mmmnmnm d threaten the mﬂm ;

emment, through the US for | lives and the livelihoods of affected 'Wemﬂeonumetoamlt}r

communities. ; thppines as it recovers the
ing an additional P17.5 million The USAID would provide this massivedamage toinfrastructure, live-
($350,000) to support ecosystem and  funding to the Coastal rvation Iihuodﬁ, and from Ty-

: - and Education Foundation, Nagkakai- hoon Odette,” I Philippines
Thisnew fundingbringsthetotal US  sang Tribu ng Palawan, Palawan Biodi- Dn'ectnrR an Washbum said.

government aid for Odette relief and Conservation Advocates, ill het
Fecovery elfots o nearly P11 billion | SnmmPa nanc;umw”ngnm;m“ u.ém atcommunitiesdevastated b
illic Agham at eh'uolohiya, the typhoon not only receive immedi-
ad bﬁ: anv:lc!icﬂ:u!:‘alal:»only that

Svdgao De-  will have a signi wtimpactan theic
wbpmentandMlcmﬁmnm Foun- lives andﬂ?:xﬁm' vmnmthmftsu. vﬁnclh
dammw«w WideFund for Na- %mmmm

would focus on rehabil- mwimmw,tpm&adi-
i!ahnscomland terrestrial ecosys-  sasters and suppurt Filipinos in their
: , : ass&ntzlbmkelp recovery elforts.

local 3 in their disaster Since 2010, the USAID has provid-
initis- mmm?;;;wwzmu-
on) indisaster tumwrya:d

munities to pmhmpﬁempnndsﬂ\al mnmpnﬁwinﬂumnlr)




Strarrore

-~
éa CommMusieaTion
AN
P
——
——

1 riBtine

WA THOUT FEAR % WITHOU T FAVOR
e e e e e e e

INFLIATIVES rAsE

Semvics
4

I

we BOF (g 10 YR aunsp %

I ) i ]

PAGEL RANNER
fon STORY

04~22-22

FraTas Al TARTOON

OATL




one they call *son of a dictator,”
‘-mag:ﬂa'nakaw” (asthief),
‘a1 ing” (a liar), dropout, and
tax evader? To be more emphatic
| about it, will the electorate go
| for VP Leni Robredo, and Sen.
Kiko Pangilinan, Chairperson and
President espectively of the Liberal
Party who, in an obvious attempt
to dissociate themselyes frum the

 How

IS your mind?

Yellows, ran as independent with .
various shades and shapes of logos Today is Earth Day. ;
in their banner? Or, wm“pt:’,, op:gfor Yet as stalwarbs_for environmental consciousness have 66 Haaalt i
Bongbeng \Marces and Davao City | said time and again, such a day should be every day. most potent
Mayor Inday Sara Duterte who are | _ Emry-singledmasmhvemﬂbm_ problems that
percaivedto continue with the The reasons are “as clear as day," the idiom goes but need stronger
~ Programs and projects the truth is, they are as hazy as the metro skies, action is the
of President I’s interesting, though, that for this year, earthday. protection of
? org has declared the following: environmenta!
Soon we | “This is the moment Lo change it all — the business defendors.
"mi' s“l- g ﬂ‘l_ ® | climate, the political climate, and how we take action on Danger and
"« climate. Now is the time for the unstoppable courage to  threat still
\ preserve and protect our health, our families, &k among
and our livelihoods, 1 REigemons
! ‘ForBuﬂlDaym,mneedtoaa(bd@), Mwwuwmuuen
innovate (broadly), and irplement (equitably). directly
| I's going to take all of us. All in. B i 4l
? governments, and by the
i ! citizens — CVEIYONe  operonciiment
', accounted for, and of mining
' éveryone accountable. geginities and
A partnership for the infrastructure
planet.” ; development.
'misisacantorumty }
— &n urgent one that keeps remember what
resounding in the rumbling happened when industries
of volcanoes, the rush of paused, populations were
floodwaters, the cracking of ice forced to stay homé and
caps, life slowed down? We
‘The pandemic has even weighed got clearer skies, more
in on the importance of this call to breathable air,
action, showing us within a year of \ and animals
lockdowns and quarantines how in the wild
hig a difference we can make coming out
as humans to bring ~ of hiding.
back the kind of A i ealthide
planet we used to. environment, we
have that would saw, could be achieved,
sustain us far into / just as the Earth Day
the future, founders Senator Gaylord
Nelson of Wisconsin and
activist Denis Hayes on 22 April
1970 wanted people to desire enough to

do their part.
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protecting the planet.”

EanhDayﬁ‘zymsg) The armual movement that
inspimd global celebration resulted in governments creating
laws that would impact basic himan needs like clean water,
air, and energy sources, among others, to sustain life.

Through the United Nation's 17 Sustainable Development
Goals, a framework is available for all to do their share
of “economic development and social prosperity while

But frameworks are useless when they are simply
relegated to words. It's just as bad as taking facts and

embellishing them to suit one’s emds..

This is why it’s not just important, but crucial, to choose

our next leaders with care.

As this year’s Earth Hour movement
also highlighted last 24 March, Filipino
voters must look into each candidate’s
stance on biodiversity conservation and
climate change,

All the hype about crowd volume in
campaign rallies is for naught if we don't
ask aboul the candidates’ plans for or
views on the environment.

- If unity is the UniTeam’s rallying cry,
- how does it plan to bring this about in
the realm of the environment? While
all presidential aspirants and their VPs
' recognize the urgency of the climate
crisis, not all of them share views
on so-called “green issues” including
renewable energy, mining, and sharing
resources in the West Philippine Sea.

What they all agree on is the need for
reforestation and regulation of plastic use,
but these have heen reduced to general

{1

This is the
moment to
change it all
— the business
climate, the
political
climate,
and how we
take actior
on climate.
Now is the
time for the
unstoppable
courage to
preserve and
protect our
health, our

and our
fivelikoods.

tennsasxtsemwehwpyettoseeammemdespread
application of sohutions to these issues with longterm effects.

ng the most potent problems that need stronger

on is the protection of “environmental defenders.”

Danger and threat still lnrk among indigenous communities
* that are direetly affected by the encroachment of mining

activities and infrastructure development. Will our next
leaders simply spout the righl words but fail to protect
our people, our land, and resources?

—
owe
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"17 From today, only 17

days remain, or a little
uvortwowodts until

x elections o1eotion day on the

th of May. We are all

campaign methods
evolved, which guite
depended on the
Covid-19 pandemic,

as & war waged over
social media. We all
- saw how the vloggers

posted daily videos
on the different
platforms. From
there, the campaign
was hrought to the
streets through the
use of caravans — the

g the more media
mileage it got.

Now, it’s holding successive rallies
in the different cities and provinces
all over the country. These rallies
tovk the form of variety shows and
concerts to bring in more people,

The campa!an battle is now on the
number of estimated attendees within
nndsnm)undingthemue. and the

of drone shots uploaded the
l‘oll'o ‘duy on social media.

* But all these activities were limited
to two candidates only — survey
frontrunner Bongbong Marcos
and Vice-President Leni Robredo.

witnesses to how the

Last year, it began-

took their sides and

longer the caravan,

QUG VADIS
DARREN M. DE JESUS

These tvio leading candidates, albeit
Bongbong enjoying a comfortable
lead, have been enjoying most, if
not all, of the attention since they
have the machinery, support, and
finanees to spare and hold these
megaTtallies. The consequence of this
was the press conference held last
Sunday by the presidential laggards,
sans Senator Manny Pacquiao, who
initially was supposed to attend but
made the good call of not doing so.

The ad hoc press conference on
Easter Sunday may be considered
‘a8 a way to bring attention to those
who needed it, with the hope to
bring forth traction as we approach
election day, However, the unplanned

. and unscripted press conference

bit the candidates back. Clearly,
nobody gained new voters from this
unfortunate setting.

It was obvious that the proponent
was Manila Mayor Isko Moreno, who
was tricked by a sly reporter to say
his proverbial soundbite that Vice
President Robredo should withdraw

“her candidaey. It did not make sense

at all, although the politics behind

I—/i/r—llfil

PAGS | EANNES RGN
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may give it meaning 12 months
alter the proclamation of the next
president, not named Robredo. The
loser was unfortunately the most
honest one, Senator Ping Lacson, His
presence suggested that he consented
to Moreno's motion for Robredo
to withdraw but Lacson clarified
otherwise later.

One may argue, on
the other hand, that no
candidate has enjoyed
the lead as much as
Bonghong insofar
as the surveys have
been saying. So we
have to see if BBM
can sustain this lead,
or whether neutral
political leaders will
soon declare their
support for either him
ot Robredo.

Although the
elections are nearing,
nothing is impossible
in polities. This was
the statement of
former Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez
in one of his interviews after Partido
Reporma switched its support
from Laecson to Robredo. A lot
may happen, even in a span of 24
hours, in politics, himself being
part of the recent political history's
twists and turns, including the
2016 Presidential campaign of now
President Rodrigo Dulerte. Lot's
keep our eyes peeled until the final
ballots are counted.

6
The

unplanned
and
unscripted
press
conference
bit the
candidales
back.
Clearly,
nobody
gained
new voters
Jrom this
unfortunate
selling.

Lor commends, ematl kim
at darren. defesus@yrmul com
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Water Th W6rld S greatest cr|5|s‘

A N international nongov-
Aanmmr-ownivaﬁon?m
founded by fiollyweod actor
Matt Damon and water engi-
‘neer Cary White has called for
collective multi-stakehalder
action to'solve a lwmin'g' 3

glabal water crisis.

In a webinar titled “The Worth of Water”
last month, Waterorg presented financdial sa<
lutions aimed at ending the crisis. It convened
the public and private sectors 10 engage in a
dialogue on how to ¢collaburate and address
the issue of sustainable dccess o sale water
and sanitation.

Water.org Inc., founded in 2009 after Damon
and White met at an international summit on

global poverty, now has representative offices in

17 countries worldwide, To date, it has reached

more than 43 million peaple with its advocacy

ol empowering women 1o increase their access

to water and sanitation ar hame through af-

fordable inancing while providing them sreater

resilience to Candd-19 and other discases.
Crizelda “Gay” Santos, Water org regional
director for Southeast Asia, said: “Water has
many values, from the household level to
natianal and global infrastructures. The chal-
lenge of water is tultifaceted, ranging from the

need for capacity development to empowering

communities and even the dhallenpe of data.”

Water.org has partnered with public utilities

and financial instilutions o bring sustainable
access to sanitation and safe water. It may be
noted that 771 million people lack sccess w
safe water at home while 1.7 billion people —

one-fourth of the warld’s population — do not'

have access to a toilet,
Webinar attendees came fram mulnlmmi
organizations, such as the World Bank Group;

International Finance Corp. and the Asian De-

veloprent Bank, as well as aid organizadions
like the LIS Agency for Infernational Develap-
ment. Representing financial institutions were
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Rizal Commer-
cial lhnldng Corp. {RCBC), Rmal Mmﬁank

Kmsm Were Sacluecommu: Plan

FINEX ning Undessecretary Roderick
F||.ES Flanta, [1ousing and Sectle-
wient Director Tri Dewi Virgi-

' ALBERT yanti from jndonesxa s Minis-

try of Manning and Develop-
i GAMMA ‘ment, RCBC President and

Chief Executive Officer Eugene
Acevedo, RCBC Chief Innovation and Inclusion
Officer Lito Villanueva, Cantilan Bank Executive
Vice President and Chief Technology Officer
Tanya Hotchkiss, World Baqk Indonesia water

~and sanitation specialist Risyana Sukarma and

Aurelie Chardon, IPC Asia Pacific regional lead
forurban infrastnicture and services.

Among the presenters were the ASA Philip-
pines Foundation, KOMIDA of Indonesia and
Chamrseun Microfinance of Cambodia. These
financial msumtiunsemphasm the technical
assistance and capacity- building suppost frum
Water.org that allowed them to implement &
facility called WateeCredit As a result, some
16 million people in these three countries have
gained avcess 1o sanitation and safe water.

PERPAMS| of Indonesia and Palawan Mger
from the Philippines also gave presentations .
during the webinar. Their partnerships with
Water.org are intended to improve their opeta--
tional capacities and financial readiness so that -

* they can improve andexpaqd water mcesw

more houscholds.

Each of 'us has 3 water slary to lellandvn
onetime oranatherexpericaced the challenges
brought abuul by lack of access to this precions
resource. Sentos emphasized that the water
drisis was not a public sector problem alone |
while Charcon highlighted the nnpomnuz of
public-private pmnershxps.

" Formillicng of women md children, acress

1o safe water can um pwblems inta gre.
“potential — thereby unlocking oppomu\::g

in edtxalion, heallh and the economy at

m author is the chiel ﬂujnce afficer of the
Asian Center for Legal Excellence and chair
‘man of the Finex Media Atairs Commitiee. The
opinion expressed herein does not necessarily
~reflect the views of these tmmuuons dﬂd The
Manila Times. .

*1 -
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certaind yaa;;mgm o in these bock-to-bnck threats,” Poc said.
Water level 2 Dimwdwhllmgductolad&olm\full threatening
lhg;?plyof& lthgtm&CawtalReglnnmdgd]ampl?ﬂme&
Hukgwww@beﬂncmpw and Astronomical

ﬁa&dmhfa . 1, the dam supplies abo l"l]pemuofMehm
.Ma bg rey ):Fr:r;\%:ﬂ reservols :s?gpd\e:majgr source of i xmgahm
m

dmmmmwm ete the
mnemaax) tolnvcsaﬁsmd whalﬂewawronmehpa,“ﬂwe

- of the Senale public services committee reminded. )

~ Inits Re -02-CA, the Metropolitan Waterworks and
ezage System Regulat _{Gﬁeebarﬁffmpwedapanhvdmmﬁésg?o
Maynilad erVices mcmlhvnﬂad)ma!trderedit!ogivemhm
affected west zone consumers for M'hmumlhhdpmlmged water service’
interruptions from December 2021 to February 2022

Maynilad announced en Wedrmdayﬂmumﬂmplementmroﬁumnl :

waterservice interruplions ‘tomxinﬂzclh:hedwﬂyand ensurcalloustom-
mm}lha.vemewaher daily,” citing the tional Water Resou ;
Board’s n'me to fu t?ducglz,aw water ?l"n’fuum front Asgat Dam fotr;:
drysmmm)mrmand vearout Itshouldn'tbe an outrightexcuse
ngw atumu&mq:ﬂmsvllﬁtdeﬁxdu-‘l} mm

ﬂlmldbeudﬁounmhfmlWMMba&cnudmmw
ofatmggletorecmrer from thepandemk: " Poe added. I.ha l’m
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. EARTH DAY CLEANUP — Volunteers remove plastic tangled in the yonng mangroves in
avillage along the coast of Davao City. Earth Day is being observed worldwide today,
April 22, 2022. (Keith Bacongca)
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Philippines records 134 new COVID-19 cases,
lowest in almost 2 years

ABS-CBN News Posted at Apr 21 2022 08:04 PM

N “
\ % = "
' ) A & - Pasn,

Residents get their COVID-19 vaécination at the Mandaluyong City Hall on April 19, 2022. The Mandaluyong City
Health Department continues with its vaccination as well as booster jabs to all its citizens. Jonathan Cellona, ABS-
CBN Newsl/file

MANILA - The Philippines recorded 134 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday, the lowest daily
tally in almost 2 years, or since May 8, 2020.

The number of active cases 16,771, which is also the lowest so far in 2022, according to ABS-
CBN Data Analytics Team head Edson Guido.

Of the fresh infections, 53 are from Metro Manila.
The country's total cases climbed to 3,683,865.

The Department of Health also logged 66 new deaths due to the disease, raising the total to

60,056.
o Edison C. Gulde © v
oF o onCGund:

REFAKING: DO Lhispails 134 new cases ey, The lowest
sitmale ey Laly in necrly Twes years or since May 8, 2020

DOH alsi ienorks B naw dee b,

the aumber of active cases is the lowest so farin 2022
(andd krerest sinne Decembizn 31, 2021)

NCR. with 53 new casos today.

: et ®

Woetly Coned By Dol 07 Ovset of Mliess

Natlanwice Casas Data

3,683,865
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The Department of Health said the country logged over 1,600 new COVID-19 infections from
April 11 to 17 or around 239 average daily cases.

This is 12 percent lower compared to the previous week.

The Philippines confirmed its first COVID-19 case in January 2020 in a Chinese woman who
arrived from Wuhan City, China where the disease is believed to have first emerged.

Some 67 million or 74.55 percent of the target 90 million people in the country have been fully
vaccinated against the respiratory disease. Of those who received their primary series, 12.7
million have received their booster shots.

The government earlier placed more areas under Alert Level 1 until the end of April.

The Philippines will likely keep Alert Level 1 as the lowest step in COVID-19 restrictions until
President Rodrigo Duterte's term ends, said Health Secretary Francisco Duque.

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/21/22/philippines-records-134-new-covid-19-cases-
lowest-in-almost-2-years
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Vaccine experts’ decision for 2nd booster shot
out soon

By Lade Jean Kabagani April 21, 2022, 5:11 pm

(File photo)

MANILA — The recommendation of the Health Technology Assessment Council (HTAC) for the
rollout of the second booster administration will be out soon, Vaccine Expert Panel chairperson
Dr. Nina Gloriani said on Thursday.

At the Laging Handa public briefing, Gloriani said the National Vaccination Operations Center
(NVOC) is ready to fully implement the administration of second booster shots to eligible
populations as soon as the HTAC officially issues its recommendation.

Eligible for a second booster dose are those belonging to the vulnerable population such as
healthcare workers, the elderly, and persons with comorbidity.

Those who wish to avail of the second booster should bring their vaccine card, indicating that
they have completed the two Covid-19 primary series and first booster shot as well as their
identification card, when going to the inoculation sites.

Immunocompromised individuals are required to bring their medical certificates for further
health assessment.

“Hindi kailangang pareho [ang brand ng vaccine] dun sa first dose so kung ano
ang available doon sa vaccination sites, iyon ang ating ibibigay. Actually, we
prefer yung heterologous sana na booster kasi alam natin na ang data ‘dun mas maganda ang
proteksyon na maibibigay ng heterologous (It's not required that you will get a similar vaccine
brand from your first dose so we will give whatever is available in the vaccination sites. Actually,
we prefer a heterologous booster dose because we know the data showed it could give better
protection),” Gloriani said.

Gloriani also recommends a heterologous (mixed) second booster dose for those who received
single-shot Janssen vaccines.

Health authorities will issue final guidelines on second booster administration following the
HTAC recommendation.

Meanwhile, Gloriani said the Vaccine Expert Panel already suggested the provision of first
booster shots for pediatric 12 to 17 age group and still waiting for the approval of the HTAC as
there’s still an ongoing study on the matter. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172643
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Expert panel prefers switching brands for
second COVID-19 booster dose

Philstar.com April 21, 2022 | 5:31pm

Indviduals get inoculated with AstraZeneca vaccine in a health clinic in Bocobo, Ermita, Manila on Jan. 21,
2022 as part of the government program dubbed as "Resbakuna sa Botika".

MANILA, Philippines — The country’s vaccine expert panel prefers that a heterologous or a
different vaccine brand is given as a second booster, its head said Thursday.

Last week, the Food and Drug Administration authorized a second booster shot for senior
citizens, immunocompromised individuals, and health workers.

“Hindi kailangan pareho doon sa dati, sa first dose. So kung ano ‘yung available sa local
government unit or vaccination sites, ‘yun ang ating ibibigay,” said Dr. Nina Gloriani, head of
the expert panel.

(It doesn’'t have to be the same vaccine brand as before, as the first dose. We'll give whatever
is available in the local government unit or vaccination sites.)

“Actually, we prefer ‘yung heterologous sana ‘yung booster kasi alam natin na ang data doon
mas maganda. Mas maganda ang proteksyon na binibigay ng heterologous,” she added.

(Actually, we prefer heterologous booster because we know it gives better protection.)

According to Gloriani, the National Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC) is ready for the
rollout of second booster shots and is just waiting for the final recommendation of the Health
Technology Assessment Council.

The FDA allowed the administration of a second booster to vulnerable populations at least four
months after the first booster. The additional dose can be given earlier to moderately and
severely immunocompromised patients subject to the attending physician’s assessment.

More than 67 million people have completed vaccination against COVID-19. Of the figure, only
12.7 million have been given booster shots.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/21/2175793/expert-panel-prefers-
switching-brands-second-covid-19-booster-dose
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYa7EMi655M
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RItx34s01n4
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bajvavp3q 8
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