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DENR enforces stricter rules on charcoal 
production 
Rhodina Villanueva, Elizabeth Marcelo - The Philippine Star April 19, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
In a statement over the weekend, acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna said the AO aims to ensure that 

raw materials used in producing wood charcoal are derived from legal sources. 
STAR / File 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 

issued an administrative order (AO) imposing stricter requirements on the production and trade 

of wood charcoal. 

In a statement over the weekend, acting Environment Secretary Jim Sampulna said the AO 

aims to ensure that raw materials used in producing wood charcoal are derived from legal 

sources. 

“It is seen to bring the wood charcoal sector into the formal economy and stop degradation of 

forest lands due to illegal cutting of trees to supply increasing demand for wood charcoal 

brought by the rising prices of liquefied petroleum gas and electricity,” he said. 

Under the AO, a charcoal producer must secure a Wood Charcoal Production Permit or WCPP, 

which is valid for three years and renewable for the same period. 

The renewal application should be filed 60 days prior to the WCPP expiration. 

The AO allows charcoal producers to organize themselves into cooperatives and be issued the 

WCPP in the cooperative’s name. 

The WCPP applications must be approved by the Community Environment and Natural 

Resources Office or Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office, which has 

jurisdiction over the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/19/2175152/denr-enforces-stricter-rules-

charcoal-production  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805074/elizabeth-marcelo
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/19/2175152/denr-enforces-stricter-rules-charcoal-production
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/19/2175152/denr-enforces-stricter-rules-charcoal-production
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PH warty pig spotted for the first time at Mount 

Apo 

 
Photo courtesy of DENR-Davao 

I O N A  F I N L A Y  C .  M E N D O Z A  

April 18, 2022 

A RARE Philippine warty pig was spotted at Mount Apo during the Holy Week monitoring 

activity of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Davao from April 11 

to 17, 2022. 

 

In an online statement on Monday, April 18, DENR-Davao confirmed a sighting of an endemic 

Sus philippensis or Philippine warty pig, locally known as “baboy-ramo” or “baboy-ihalas” at the 

Mount Apo Natural Park. 

Dr. Franklyn Buenaflor, assistant technical services division chief of Penro-Davao del Sur, told 

SunStar Davao that the event was the first sighting of a male warty pig in the peak area of 

Mount Apo. 

 

Buenaflor said the sighting of the male Sus philippensis is considered to be a rare occurrence. 

 

“Even up to now wala tayong document na actual sighting ng Philippine Warty Pig except now,” 

Buenaflor said. 

“We have two Asean Heritage Parks in Davao Region, Mount Hamiguitan and Mount Apo, 

nakakita lang tayo ng warty pig through yung camera traps na nilalagay nila, but this one is a 

confirmed visual sighting so very possible na nag-increase ang kanyang population or safe 

haven sa kanya yung peak area,” he added. 

 

By the standards of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Buenaflor said the 

species is considered vulnerable due to its decreasing population and may be listed as an 

endangered species in the near future. 

 

According to DENR-Davao, the presence of the warty pig indicates a progressive natural 

recovery of Mount Apo’s peak area. This means that the mountain's environment is a thriving 

habitat for the warty pig and other species. 

 

The warty pig was spotted by teams from DENR-Davao, Provincial Environmental and Natural 

Resources Office and City Environment and Natural Resources Office of Davao del Sur, and 

partners from the local government unit and Protected Area Management Board during their 

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/951/iona-finlay-c-mendoza
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The warty pig was spotted by teams from DENR-Davao, Provincial Environmental and Natural 

Resources Office and City Environment and Natural Resources Office of Davao del Sur, and 

partners from the local government unit and Protected Area Management Board during their 

annual Lenten climb monitoring. 

 

The teams surveyed the premises of Mount Apo within Davao Region, including its peak, and 

established trails in Tamayong, Bansalan, Digos City, and Sta. Cruz. They also manned the 

designated entry points and campsites within the natural park to ensure enforcement of its 

trekking policies. 

Given the vulnerability of wildlife from trekkers and human activities occurring at Mount Apo, 

DENR-Davao reminded mountaineers to keep their distance and refrain from feeding wild 

animals to keep them in their natural habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926715/davao/local-news/ph-warty-pig-spotted-

for-the-first-time-at-mount-apo  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926715/davao/local-news/ph-warty-pig-spotted-for-the-first-time-at-mount-apo
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926715/davao/local-news/ph-warty-pig-spotted-for-the-first-time-at-mount-apo
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2660009054152759&id=134752476678442&

sfnsn=mo   

 

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2660009054152759&id=134752476678442&sfnsn=mo
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2660009054152759&id=134752476678442&sfnsn=mo
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/163550757135020/posts/3023676524455748/  
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DENR-11 starts removing campaign posters 
from trees 
By Christine Cudis April 18, 2022, 7:49 pm 

 
ILLEGAL POSTERS. Personnel from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Davao Region (DENR-11) start 

removing campaign materials posted on trees across the region Monday (April 18, 2022). In this photo, a DENR-11 team removes 

a large two cubic meter campaign poster along Dacudao Avenue and Buhangin Diversion Road in Davao City. (Photo courtesy 

of  DENR-11) 

DAVAO CITY – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Davao Region 

(DENR-11) started Monday the massive clearing operation of election campaign posters 

displayed on trees along major thoroughfares in the region. 

 

This came about as supporters of some candidates earned the ire of netizens who took to 

social media to point out that campaign posters are being nailed even on decade-old trees. 

 

DENR-11 Director Bagani Fidel Evasco reminded local and national candidates to educate their 

supporters not to post (nail or wire) their campaign materials on naturally growing or planted 

trees as it injures or damages them. 

 

"It is a clear violation of the Republic Act No. 3571, an act that prohibits the cutting, destroying, 

or injuring of planted or growing trees, flowering plants, and shrubs, or plants of scenic value 

along public roads, in plazas, parks, school premises or any other public ground," Evasco told 

reporters here Monday. 

 

In the same manner, he said Presidential Decree 953 also prohibits "cutting, destroying, 

damaging, or injuring naturally grown or planted trees of any kind, flowering or ornamental 

plants and shrubs, or plants of scenic, aesthetic and ecological value, along public roads, in 

plazas, parks other than national parks, or in any other public ground or place." 

 

Evasco said these acts are punishable with imprisonment not less than six months and not 

more than two years. Violators also face a fine of not less than five hundred pesos and not 

more than five thousand pesos, or both at the discretion of the court. 

 

Meanwhile, Atty. Gay Enumerables, the Commission on Elections in Davao Region (Comelec-

11) assistant regional director and spokesperson, also reiterated to political supporters that 

they can only post on common posting areas. 

 

Oversized posters are considered unlawful as well, he said, adding that property owners are 

entitled to materials that are posted on private properties. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172368  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172368
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuBeT25mABU  
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Leyte town mulls declaring landslide-hit village as 

‘no-build zone’ 
By: Joey Gabieta - Philippine Daily Inquirer|April 18,2022 - 11:42 AM 

 
SEARCH CONTINUES Search and retrieval teams, which include soldiers from the 802nd Infantry 

Brigade, scour Barangay Pilar in Abuyog, Leyte, even during the Holy Week to locate people buried by 

the landslide that hit the village and other parts of Leyte at the height of Tropical Storm “Agaton” 

(international name: Megi) on April 10. —PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ARMY’S 802nd INFANTRY 

BATTALION  

 

TACLOBAN CITY, Leyte, Philippines — The mayor of Abuyog town in Leyte province is 
planning to declare Barangay Pilar a “no man’s land” after 80 percent of the village was covered 
with rocks and soil during a landslide that occurred amid heavy rainfall spawned by Tropical 
Storm Agaton (international name: Megi) on April 10. 
 
Mayor Lemuel Gin Traya said he would ask geologists from the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to inspect in Barangay Pilar 
to determine if it was still suitable for occupancy. 
 
Survivors in the area, he said, need to be relocated to avoid another disaster. 
 
Of the 52 people who died in Abuyog in the landslides, 48 were in Barangay Pilar, where at 
least 55 others were still missing. 
 
One of the fatalities was the village chair, Adelaida Rosquites, whose body was found on 
Maundy Thursday. 
 
The rest of the fatalities were in Barangay Tib-o, with two dead; and one each in Barangays 
Bahay and Combis. 
 

Safety issue 

Traya admitted that Barangay Pilar has been declared a danger zone due to possible landslides 
as early as 2018. 
 
“We were advised that it was a hazardous area but the people there found it difficult to relocate 
because of their livelihood,” Traya said.According to the mayor, most of the residents in Pilar, 
a coastal village located at the foot of a mountain, rely on fishing as their source of livelihood. 
 
“Due to the massive landslide incident, we will request geologists to conduct an inspection to 
see if the area is still safe for residents,” Traya said. 
 
The town mayor said the city government would construct bunkhouses as temporary shelters 

for those affected by the landslide in Pilar since evacuation centers could only be used for at 

least for three months. 

 

https://mgb.gov.ph/
https://mgb.gov.ph/
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The town mayor said the city government would construct bunkhouses as temporary shelters 
for those affected by the landslide in Pilar since evacuation centers could only be used for at 
least for three months. 
 
The temporary shelters of these families would be located at the 3-hectare lot owned by the 
family of the mayor in Barangay Tinale. 
 
Landslides at the height of Agaton’s wrath also killed 109 people in Baybay City, also in Leyte. 
 
Based on the records of the Baybay City Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office, the 
deaths were from the villages of Mailhi, 22; Kantagnos, 55; Bunga, 18; Maypatag, 2; 
Pangasugan, 2; and one each from Candadam, San Agustin, Zone 21, Hicgop, Can-ipa, Igang, 
Palhi, Sto. Rosario, Gacat, and Inopacan. 
 
At least 75 individuals in Baybay were still missing, including 67 from Kantagnos, seven from 
Mailhi; and one from Pangsugan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/436038/leyte-town-mulls-declaring-landslide-hit-

village-as-no-build-

zone?fbclid=IwAR2fUV86diW_H5AOXQIW6haDr6iF54NAgtzeWYSHvwt_6BRSenpqSHTA

dLQ#ixzz7QmJQ9DDk  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/436038/leyte-town-mulls-declaring-landslide-hit-village-as-no-build-zone?fbclid=IwAR2fUV86diW_H5AOXQIW6haDr6iF54NAgtzeWYSHvwt_6BRSenpqSHTAdLQ#ixzz7QmJQ9DDk
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/436038/leyte-town-mulls-declaring-landslide-hit-village-as-no-build-zone?fbclid=IwAR2fUV86diW_H5AOXQIW6haDr6iF54NAgtzeWYSHvwt_6BRSenpqSHTAdLQ#ixzz7QmJQ9DDk
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/436038/leyte-town-mulls-declaring-landslide-hit-village-as-no-build-zone?fbclid=IwAR2fUV86diW_H5AOXQIW6haDr6iF54NAgtzeWYSHvwt_6BRSenpqSHTAdLQ#ixzz7QmJQ9DDk
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/436038/leyte-town-mulls-declaring-landslide-hit-village-as-no-build-zone?fbclid=IwAR2fUV86diW_H5AOXQIW6haDr6iF54NAgtzeWYSHvwt_6BRSenpqSHTAdLQ#ixzz7QmJQ9DDk
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DOT, DILG, DENR talk as Boracay crowds 
threaten health and the environment 
Rosette Adel - The Philippine Star April 18, 2022 | 7:06pm 

 
This February 2021 photo shows tourists in Boracay. 

Malay Municipal Tourism Office / Facebook 

 

MANILA, Philippines— The Department of Tourism said it is now in close coordination with the 

Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) and the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources tourist arrivals over Holy Week went beyond the carrying capacity 

allowed. 

Reports said the Malay Tourism Office recorded a total of 21,252 tourist arrivals on April 14 

and 22,519 on April 15. 

The current carrying capacity of the island is 19,215. The number is meant to keep tourism's 

impact on the environment manageable and to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

In a report of ABS-CBN, Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said the tourism arrival 

figures are way beyond the pre-pandemic numbers. 

“‘Yung Laboracay 2019, 14,000 a day lang. So it’s a concern na ngayon over 21,000. Pandemic 

pa,” she was quoted by ABS-CBN news as saying. 'Laboracay' refers to the May 1 holiday that 

was a party tradition before the pandemic shut down tourism. 

 

The Malay Tourism Office said Boracay tourist arrivals for April 1 to 16,2022 reached 95,646. 

Of these, 92,100 are domestic tourists, 1,213 are overseas Filipino workers/returning Filipinos 

and 2,333 are foreign travelers. 

Aklan, where Boracay island is, is currently under COVID-19 Alert Level 1 until April 30, the 

most relaxed restriction welcoming tourists with eased restrictions as well. 

Following the reported breach in carrying capacity, the DOT said it has "apprised" both the 

DILG and the DENR of the tourism overcapacity concern. 

"We continue our coordination with them, especially the DILG, which has jurisdiction over the 

LGU, to address this concern and prevent similar incidents from happening in the future," the 

DOT said in a statement. 

Puyat also reportedly said the mayor of Aklan must explain the breach in the tourist cap amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804517/rosette-adel
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/18/22/dot-boracay-went-beyond-tourist-cap-during-holy-week?fbclid=IwAR0cKnoh9k5zyPYJ-Pk-qAZnHrPdUU67qCuyT9Y-WWdDRnIy4v1PP_W20Mc
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DILG chief Eduardo Año, on the other hand, said the defined carrying capacity of the world-

famous island must be followed. 

“The LGU should implement it in order to ensure the safety and health of tourists and residents, 

and protect the environment,” he was quoted as saying. 

In 2018, President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the temporary closure of Boracay for six months to 

pave way for its rehabilitation, citing that it has cesspool-like waters. 

It was closed from April 2018 and reopened to the public in October that year. The government 

then limited the number of tourists that can visit the island for environmental reasons. 

The tourist destination was also closed to visitors during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic 

from March 2020 until June of that year. 

In October last year, then DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu said the agency is looking at increasing 

the carrying capacity of the island to accommodate more tourists. 

"If there's a study, the carrying capacity might be increased," the resigned environment chief 

said. 

Cimatu said DENR’s DENR's Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau (ERDB) will be 

the body tasked to determine if the number of visitors on the island increased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2175049/dot-dilg-denr-talk-boracay-

crowds-threaten-health-and-environment  
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https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2175049/dot-dilg-denr-talk-boracay-crowds-threaten-health-and-environment
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DOT to authorities: Address Boracay's excess 
tourist arrivals 
By Raymond Carl Dela Cruz April 18, 2022, 8:49 pm 

 
Boracay beach (PNA photo) 

MANILA – The Department of Tourism (DOT) on Monday asked for assistance from 
government authorities after the Boracay local government failed to control the number of its 
tourists that surpassed the carrying capacity during the Holy Week. 

In a statement, the DOT said both the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) have been “apprised of 
the breach.” 

“We continue our coordination with them, especially the DILG which has jurisdiction over the 
LGU (local government unit), to address this concern and prevent similar incidents from 
happening in the future,” the DOT said. 

The number of tourists that arrived in Boracay reached 21,252 on April 14 and 22,519 on April 
15—well over Boracay’s 19,215 carrying capacity. 

The local government of Malay, Aklan—which holds jurisdiction over Boracay—is yet to 
respond to the allegations. 

The province of Aklan is still under the Alert Level 1 due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

In October 2021, DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu eyed the possibility of expanding Boracay’s 
carrying capacity, noting that the island’s rehabilitation may have boosted its capacity to 
accommodate tourists. 

In 2018, the government began the rehabilitation of Boracay and issued Executive Order (EO) 
no. 53 series of 2018 that created the DENR-led Inter-Agency Task Force to facilitate the 
rehabilitation and ensure ecological sustainability on the island. 

The task force was later extended by EO 115 series of 2020 to operate until May 8, 2021 and 
was again extended by EO 147 series of 2021 to operate until June 30, 2022. (PNA) 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172389  
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Boracay breaches carrying capacity for tourists 
on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday — DOT 
BYMA. STELLA F. ARNALDO APRIL 18, 2022 

 
A beach in Boracay beckons in this file photo. 

BORACAY Island was said to have breached its carrying capacity for tourists during Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday last week, forcing government authorities to call the attention of the 

local governments of Aklan and the municipality of  Malay. 

In a letter to Interior Secretary Eduardo M. Año and Environment Acting Secretary Jim O. 

Sampulna dated April 16, 2022, Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat said: “Please be 

informed that based on the tourist arrival report to us by the Malay Tourism Office, the carrying 

capacity of Boracay Island for the past two days was way beyond its recommended daily 

threshold of which is 19,215.” She cited data that showed the total number of tourists on April 

14 reached 21,252, and April 15, it was 22,519. 

She added, “Considering that the local government is still under Alert Level 1 Status, strict 

implementation of measures to contain the spread of Covid-19 infections must be considered 

including the ideal volume of tourists within a given period. This is also a valuable step in driving 

a sustainable growth of tourism in the island.” 

Boracay Inter-Agency Rehabilitation and Management Group (BIARMG) General Manager 

Martin Jose V. Despi, Malay Mayor Frolibar S. Bautista, Aklan Gov. Florencio T. Miraflores, 

along with the heads of the national and Boracay stakeholders groups, were furnished a copy 

of said letter. 

Holy Week this year was the first major vacation break for Filipinos under Alert Level 1, after 

enduring two years of pandemic travel restrictions. Local carriers had earlier announced an 

increase in flights to key leisure destinations like Caticlan, the gateway to Boracay. According 

to the Civil Aeronautics Board, it had approved 240 flights to Caticlan per month, from Cebu, 

Clark, and Manila for April; 248 for May; and 240 for June. 

LGU can control tourists influx 

An official at the Department of Tourism (DOT) told the BusinessMirror, “The LGU can control 

the influx of tourists because they still issue the QR codes.” The QR codes, which tourists to 

Boracay can secure after filling out an online form on the Aklan LGU’s website, are already pre-

approved though. 

The official, who requested anonymity as he had not been authorized to speak on the matter, 

added that tourists in Boracay were not just arriving by air, but also by land, “especially those 

coming from Region 6 (Western Visayas).” 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/163550757135020/posts/3023676524455748/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/stella/
https://www.facebook.com/163550757135020/posts/3023676524455748/
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Data from the Malay Tourism Office showed 13,519 tourists on the island on April 13 (Holy 

Wednesday), net of departures. However, 12,266 arrived the next day, and even with 4,533 

departing the island, there were still 21,252 tourists who remained. On Good Friday, April 15, 

there were 6,192 who arrived on Boracay, bumping up total tourists to 22,519, net of the 4,925 

who left that day. 

A study commissioned by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in 2018 to 

determine Boracay’s carrying capacity, indicated that the island, famous the world over for its 

pristine white beaches, can only accommodate 19,215 tourists a day, at any given time, or 

6,405 arrivals a day based on an average three-day stay. 

 Carrying capacity refers to an ecosystem’s ability to support people and other living things 

without having negative effects. “It also includes a limit of resources and pollution levels that 

can be maintained without experiencing high levels of change. If the carrying capacity is 

exceeded, living organisms must adapt to new levels of consumption or find alternative 

resources,” according to the Environmental Literary Council. 

Meanwhile, there were 95,646 total tourists in Boracay from April 1-16, of which 71 percent or 

67,907 arrived by air. The rest arrived by land, at 21,193, and by sea, at 6,546. 

Of total tourists for the period, 92,100 were domestic travelers; 1,213 were overseas Filipino 

workers; and 2,333 were foreigners. The bulk of domestic tourists at 33,714 came from the 

National Capital Region. 

Image credits: Brix Villaruel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-

tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/  
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https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/boracay-breaches-carrying-capacity-for-tourists-on-maundy-thursday-good-friday-dot/
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Boracay exceeds tourist carrying capacity – 

DOT 
Ghio Ong - The Philippine Star April 19, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said 21,252 tourists arrived on the island on Thursday and 22,519 

more on Friday. 
Walter Bollozos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Breaching crowd limitation due to the COVID pandemic, the world-

famous tourist destination Boracay reportedly went beyond its carrying capacity during the Holy 

Week. 

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said 21,252 tourists arrived on the island on 

Thursday and 22,519 more on Friday. 

Puyat said Boracay is limited to about 19,000 vacationers only per day, which was set by the 

government after the island underwent rehabilitation in 2018. 

The province of Aklan, where Boracay is located, is under COVID Alert Level 1 until April 30. 

Under Alert Level 1, business establishment may accept customers in their full seating 

capacities, provided health and safety protocols such as wearing of face masks and physical 

distancing must still be observed. 

The DOT said it would demand an explanation from the mayor of Malay town on why Boracay’s 

carrying capacity was breached. 

The tourism agency said it has informed the Department of the Interior and Local Government 

(DILG) and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) about the issue. 

The DILG and the DENR are members of the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force, which handled 

the island’s rehabilitation efforts. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/19/2175149/boracay-exceeds-tourist-

carrying-capacity-dot  
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Source: https://www.abante.com.ph/kamara-huhubaran-llda-midnight-deal/  
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'Bayaran nila tayo': Duterte blames industrialized 
countries for climate change 
ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Apr 19 2022 12:49 AM 

MANILA - President Rodrigo Duterte on Monday blamed industrialized countries for the 
destruction caused by climate change, noting that countries like the Philippines are on the 
losing end of the effects of pollution they cause. 

According to Duterte, countries with a lot of factories are to be blamed for the pollution that 
causes climate change. 

"The industrialized countries are spewing, sila 'yung pinakamaraming factory, and in some 
industrialized places, halos every kanto may factory. I don't want to mention the countries 
because kaibigan naman natin lahat, but unfortunately, sila 'yung biggest contributor ng carbon 
emissions dito sa mundong ito," he said. 

(The industrialized countries are spewing, they have the most number of factories, and in some 
industrialized places, they have factories in almost every corner. I don't want to mention the 
countries because we are all friends, but unfortunately, they are the biggest contributors to the 
world's carbon emissions.) 

He also lamented that the Philippines, while only contributing a little to the pollution, is among 
the countries suffering the worst from effects of climate change. 

"Ang problema, the consequence is being suffered by all. At sa malas nito, sila 'yung pinaka-
biggest pollution na ginawa, tayo kakaunti lang, iilan naman ang factory dito," Duterte said. 

(The problems is, the consequence is being suffered by all. Unfortunately, they are the ones 
who contribute the most to pollution. We only contribute a little, we only have a few factories 
here.) 

"The Philippines is located in the tropical zone. Ang ating bayan is the window, galing Pacific. 
If there is a warming of the climate there, with the mixture of the cold and hot temperatures, 
ayan tinatamaan tayo. At tayo talaga ang nagbabayad ng malaki," he added. 

(The Philippines is located in the tropical zone. Our country is the window from the Pacific. If 
there is a warming of the climate there, with the mixture of the cold and hot temperatures, we 
are affected. And we suffer a lot.) 

Duterte said it seems unfair that countries like the Philippines pay for the actions of 
industrialized countries. 

"Parang 'yung resulta ng mga pollution ng ibang countries, tayo ang sumasalo. Pagdating sa 
damage, tayo rin ang pinakakawawa," he said. 

(It seems like we are the ones suffering from the effects of pollution caused by other countries. 
We also suffer the most damage.) 

"Dapat ang mayaman na hindi tinatamaan ng destruction caused by itong pollution, bayaran 
nila tayo for the damage. Or dapat silang mag-ano talaga, maggawa sila ng anong paraan para, 
at least ma-equalize 'yung damage. Sa atin mas malaki tapos maliit ang ating contribution doon 
sa climate change," Duterte added. 

(Those countries who do not suffer the destruction caused by pollution, they should pay us for 
the damage. Or they should really do something, anything, to at least equalize the damage. 
We suffer more damage when we contribute so little to climate change.) 

The country is reeling from the effects of tropical depression Agaton, which spawned floods 
and landslides last week in parts of Eastern Visayas. 
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The country is reeling from the effects of tropical depression Agaton, which spawned floods 
and landslides last week in parts of Eastern Visayas. 

Agaton has left at least 172 dead and 110 others missing, according to a report Monday by the 

National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council.  

Agaton, which dumped heavy rains over several days, forced some 158,000 into evacuation 
centers and around 188,000 to take shelter with friends or relatives, the NDRRMC said.  

Agaton struck at the beginning of Holy Week, one of the most important holidays in the mainly 
Catholic nation, when thousands travel to visit relatives. 

It came 4 months after a super typhoon devastated swaths of the country, killing more than 400 
and leaving hundreds of thousands homeless. 

The Philippines, ranked among the most vulnerable nations to the impacts of climate change, 
is hit by an average of 20 storms every year. 

— With a report from Agence France-Presse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/19/22/bayaran-nila-tayo-duterte-blames-

industrialized-countries-for-climate-change  
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Masungi Georeserve trustees to render 
presentation in 21st WTTC summit 
BYRODERICK ABAD APRIL 18, 2022 

 
The Masungi Georeserve in Baras, Rizal, was recognized one of top three global finalists for the United Nations World Tourism 

Organization Awards for Enterprises in a ceremony at the St. Petersburg’s Mariinsky Theater. 

TIMELY to the easing travel restrictions in most parts of the country, the Philippines is ready to 

welcome either in person or virtually over 600 industry leaders and 20 government 

representatives all over the world as they gather for the 21st Global Summit of the World Travel 

and Tourism Council (WTTC) from April 20 to 22. 

Putting the country on the travelers’ radar once again, Ann and Billie Dumaliang, trustees of 

the Masungi Georeserve Foundation, will be sharing insights on the role of tourism in 

biodiversity conservation efforts. 

“We are honored to be invited by WTTC President Julia Simpson and the Philippine 

government to speak about our project and continue to work in tandem on vital issues. Tourism 

plays a crucial role in biodiversity conservation efforts, both in terms of funding and spreading 

awareness on the importance of the environment,” said Dumaliang, managing trustee of 

Masungi Georeserve and a National Geographic explorer. 

The United Nations Development Programme, through the Biodiversity Finance Initiative, 

reported in 2018 that the Philippines had an 80 percent biodiversity funding gap. This means 

that the Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan or PBSAP cannot be fully implemented 

due to resource constraints. 

Areas that are protected privately and other effective conservation measures like Masungi 

Georeserve are helping fill these funding and management gaps. Complementing government 

initiatives, its team ensures that visitors fully understand how caring for the environment is 

essential to survival. 

“We are hoping that with the resurgence of international and domestic tourism, we will be able 

to ramp up our conservation work,” she said. 

Part of the post-conference itinerary of the delegates is a visit to the Masungi Georeserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/roderickabad/
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Masungi Georeserve Foundation provides forest enforcement support to deter and ultimately 

eliminate threats to the georeserve and surrounding watershed areas. Through on-ground 

patrolling, installation of ranger stations and investments in monitoring technology, it has 

accelerated efforts and secured more areas for conservation in pursuance of the Masungi 

Geopark Project. 

To date, the foundation has been able to plant over 60,000 native trees, engage more than 100 

park rangers, support 200 local households, and rescue 2,000 hectares of land from 

encroachment and illegal activities. 

The Foundation’s conservation approach has earned it accolades here and abroad with the 

WTTC recognizing it in its 2018 Tourism for Tomorrow Awards and the United Nations World 

Tourism Organization, naming it as one of top three privately-led sustainable tourism projects 

in 2019. Most recently, it won the inaugural global Water Changemakers Award from the Global 

Water Partnership for speaking truth to power, overcoming inertia, and forming collaborations 

in watershed rehabilitation. -30- 

Image credits: Masungi Georeserve Facebook page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/18/masungi-georeserve-trustees-to-render-

presentation-in-21st-wttc-summit/  
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Geocycle Philippines strengthens sustainable 

waste management 

 
Contributed photo 

April 17, 2022 

LEADING building solutions provider Holcim Philippines, Inc., continues to make progress in 

helping the country manage wastes in a sustainable manner through unit Geocycle. 

 

In 2021, Holcim Philippines’s waste management unit, Geocycle, converted almost 200,000 

tons of biomass and industrial and municipal wastes into alternative fuels and raw materials for 

cement production through co-processing, a significant increase from the previous year. The 

addition of 11 local government partners in 2021 from three in 2020 was the driver of the 

improvement in the co-processing of qualified municipal solid wastes. 

Geocycle also ramped up efforts to raise public awareness about waste management and co-

processing through webinars, broadcast interviews, and social media campaigns. It opened 

2022 with a webinar for Zero Waste Month on January 19 featuring Senator Cynthia Villar, the 

chairperson of the Senate Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change 

and one of the primary sponsors of an extended producer responsibility bill to address the 

plastic waste challenge in the country. 

 

Atty. Joseph Roco Fabul, country manager for Corporate and Government Affairs of leading 

snacks maker Mondelez Philippines, discussed how the extended producer responsibility is 

aligned with the company's sustainability journey as it steps up waste reduction initiatives 

related to its manufacturing and post-consumer waste. 

 

This is part of Mondelez Philippines’ sustainability strategy, which includes sourcing 

ingredients, looking at the environmental impact of its operations, packaging innovation, and 

creating positive social impact. 

Michikazu Kojima from the Economic Research Institute for Asean and East Asia gave a 

snapshot of how the region is handling expanded producer responsibility and the journey Japan 

took since 1995. 
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Geocycle also partnered with Calapan City, Department of Education, and Oriental Mindoro’s 

Federation of Parents-Teachers Association, to increase awareness and active involvement of 

students, educational groups, and families in eco-friendly practices and sustainable waste 

management as part of its Zero Waste Month activities. The project called “Makiisa, Makisama 

at Makibaka: Basura ay Ating Solusyunan Upang Kalikasan ay Mas Mapag-ingatan,” was 

launched through webinars on January 26 and 27. The event drew over 1,300 participants from 

Calapan. 

 

Holcim Philippines President and Chief Executive Officer Horia Adrian: “Aside from our 

innovative building solutions, we are proud to help build progress in the country by helping 

partners in managing their wastes sustainably through our Geocycle and co-processing 

operations. We made huge strides in this area in 2021 and we are determined to build on these 

further this year to help in making a Zero Waste Philippines a reality.” 

 

In September 2021, the Company completed storage and processing facilities at its Bulacan 

plant to increase usage of alternative fuels and raw materials in cement production through its 

waste management arm Geocycle. 

 

Using alternative fuels and raw materials in producing cement is a key focus of Holcim 

Philippines to lower the carbon footprint and consumption of non-renewable resources in its 

operations. This is aligned with the goals of the global building materials leader Holcim Group 

to further make operations sustainable. 

Holcim Philippines is a pioneer in using qualified wastes such as non-recyclable plastics and 

biomass as alternative fuels in cement manufacturing through co-processing technology since 

2003. Qualified waste materials are pre-processed for conversion into alternative fuel and raw 

materials suitable for co-processing in cement kiln. During co-processing, the mineral value 

inherent in the waste is recycled, while the energy value is recovered. The technology is 

recognized globally and is approved by the Philippine authorities due to its proven 

environmental advantages and safety performance. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926620/davao/feature/geocycle-philippines-

strengthens-sustainable-waste-management  
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Climate change and its impact on our 
cultural heritage 
BYATTY. JOSE FERDINAND M. ROJAS II APRIL 18, 2022 

 

Last week, many Filipinos went on a Visita Iglesia as part of their observance of Holy Week. It 

was a welcome development to be able to go around again after two years of restrictions due 

to the pandemic. And so, many among the faithful took the opportunity to visit the seven 

churches on their itinerary. 

In Metro Manila, some of the popular churches being included in the visitation are the Quiapo 

Church, Baclaran Church, Sta. Cruz Church, Manila Cathedral, San Agustin Church, Sto. 

Domingo Church, and Binondo Church. Of course, there are many other popular Metro Manila 

churches that people usually visit during Holy Week to fulfill their panata, or promise. It is not 

just being done as a form of devotion but also as a way to ask for divine favors like healing or 

guidance. 

The Philippines is blessed with plenty of heritage churches scattered in different provinces. The 

oldest churches were built here in the 1600s, with San Agustin Church being regarded as the 

most ancient among the lot. These churches stand as a symbol of our country’s colonial past. 

To say that they are beautiful is an understatement—their structure or architecture, ornate 

designs, and rich history are a source of national pride. 

Many of them have been ravaged by time, wars, and destructive disasters; some of them have 

even crumbled to the ground, like the Loon church in Bohol that was completely destroyed 

when the 2013 earthquake happened in Central Visayas. It is our responsibility to become the 

caretakers of our historic churches, especially those classified by the National Historical 

Commission as historic structures. 

One way to look after these treasures is to restore them not just to preserve their charm and 

beauty, but also to increase their value and that of their surrounding areas and buildings. 

Restoration and conservation are, indeed, a form of investment for the sake of the community 

where the historic structure is built. 

Aside from the National Commission for Culture and the Arts, the National Historical 

Commission of the Philippines, and the National Museum of the Philippines, the Escuela Taller 

de Filipinas Foundation Inc. is doing its part to help the abovementioned government 

organizations to manage, preserve, and restore the nation’s cultural heritage. Founded in 2009, 

ETFFI also trains out-of-school youth in skills related to heritage preservation to empower the 

marginalized Filipino youth and to benefit local communities. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926620/davao/feature/geocycle-philippines-

strengthens-sustainable-waste-management  
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Because of climate change, our heritage sites are more exposed to natural calamities. There 

isn’t a moment to lose; preventive measures have to be considered and implemented at the 

soonest possible time. It would be wise to support organizations like ETFFI, which, incidentally, 

faces challenges in terms of funding. To continue its programs—including training the youth 

and preserving not just historic structures but traditional building techniques—the private sector 

has to step in and help out. 

ETFFI welcomes donations, CSR partnerships, and volunteers. The public can directly donate 

to Escuela Taller: through ESCUELA TALLER DE FILIPINAS FOUNDATION, INC. (account 

name), account number 200-7-200-52397-7 (Metrobank Intramuros). To know more about 

Escuela Taller de Filipinas, check out their web site , Facebook 

page, Twitter and Instagram accounts. 
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Amid Agaton casualties, solon highlights need to 

combat climate change 
Published April 17, 2022, 5:47 PM 
by Seth Cabanban 

 

Following the devastation wrought by typhoon Agaton, Quezon City 5th district Rep. Alfred 

Vargas has joined the call made by numerous other officials to counter the effects of climate 

change. 

 
Search and rescue personnel from the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine National Police assist in the 

retrieval operations in Baybay City, Leyte on April 15, 2022 after it was hit by a landslide at the height of Typhoon 

“Agaton.” (Courtesy of Philippine Army) 

His appeal calls specifically for a “whole-of-nation and whole-of-society” approach. 

“Once again, I call for a national response to climate change that involves not only the 

national government and the local governments, but also the private sector and the public. 

Each of us shares not only in the burden, but the responsibility to face this challenge head 

on,” Vargas said in a press statement on Sunday, April 17. 

In the statement, Vargas proposed the “accelerating financing for disaster risk reduction, 

ensuring that public investments are risk-informed and addressing resilience needs of 

infrastructures in our communities.” 

He also says that he filed a resolution urging government bodies to do more to mitigate 

Agaton’s effects on affected families, though his statement did not expound as to what his 

specific suggestions were. 

Vargas added that the government agencies such as the Climate Change Commission 

(CCC) should be further developed to better respond to future natural disasters.  

“We need to be more proactive and united in addressing the existential threat of climate 

change, not only presently, but also for the next generation of Filipinos. Fragmented and 

piecemeal responses will mean more casualties, deaths, and suffering for our countrymen 

and we cannot, in good conscience, let this happen,” Vargas added. 

As of this writing, about 172 have been reported dead, and 110 reported missing as a result 

of Typhoon Agaton. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/17/amid-agaton-casualties-solon-highlights-need-to-

combat-climate-change/  
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Search, retrieval operations continue with 

110 still reported as missing due to Agaton 
By Kristine Joy Patag(Philstar.com) - April 18, 2022 - 12:17pm 

 
Residents wait for news of relatives after a mountain side collapsed in the village of Bunga, Baybay town, Leyte 

province, in southern Philippines on April 12, 2022, a day after a landslide slammed into the village, burrying 

houses under mud, due to heavy rains brought about by tropical storm megi. 

AFP / Bobbie Alota 

MANILA, Philippines — Authorities vowed they will continue rescue and retrieval operations for 

victims of Tropical Cyclone Agaton that dumped rains and triggered landslides in Central 

Philippines last week. 

In an interview with DZBB on Monday, National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

Council spokesperson Mark Timbal said in Filipino: “We do not lose hope, no matter how bleak 

the situation there, we have trust in our search and rescue team.” 

Col. Noel Vestuir, commander of the 802nd Infantry Brigade of the Philippine Army, in the same 

interview said they are still hoping they will find survivors. 

“We are conducting search and retrieval because we are hoping that we can find survivors 

because their families are still waiting,” he added in Filipino. 

In its latest situation report, the death toll remained at 172, with 160 up for validation and 12 

confirmed fatalities. 

A total of eight persons are reported as injured and 110 are missing. 

Agaton, the first cyclone to hit the country in 2022, has affected 2,015,514 individuals or 

584,108 families in the regions of Bicol, Western Visayas, Central Visayas, Eastern Visayas, 

Northern Mindanao, Davao, Soccskargen, Caraga and BARMM. 

Relocation 

Combined damage wrought by Agaton to agriculture and infrastructure has reached P256.77 

million, with Western Visayas reporting P142 million damage to its crop area. 

The NDRRMC also reported that they recorded 10,402 damaged houses in eight regions, with 

an estimated amount of P709,500. Of these, 9,732 are reported as partially damaged and 670 

totally wrecked. 

Timbal said that in one barangay, they monitored that 80% of the houses were buried in a 

landslide. 

Deeming it a “dangerous area,” the NDRRMC official said: “Part of discussion moving forward, 

is where to relocate our countrymen.” 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926620/davao/feature/geocycle-philippines-

strengthens-sustainable-waste-management  
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But for the time being, displaced families will remain in evacuation centers while the local 

government assist them. 

Timbal said identifying the relocation sites will be headed by the local government unit, assisted 

by the National Housing Authority. 
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continue-110-still-reported-missing-due-agaton/amp/  
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PH daily average Covid-19 cases down to 239 in 
recent week 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 18, 2022, 4:31 pm 

 

MANILA – The Department of Health (DOH) on Monday reported that the daily average Covid-
19 cases of 239 from April 4 to 10 is 12 percent lower than the new infections prior to the week 
in review. 

In its latest case bulletin, the DOH said there are 1,674 new cases of the coronavirus disease 
2019 (Covid-19) in the recent week. 

For the same period, there was only one case added to the tally of severe and critical infections 
which went down to 664. 

Only 16.9 percent or 4,164 out of the 24,645 intensive care unit (ICU) beds in the country are 
used while 15.8 percent or 450 of 2,842 non-ICU beds are utilized. 

Meanwhile, there were 200 verified deaths recorded during the past week. 

About 74.28 percent of the country’s target population has been vaccinated against Covid-19. 

The DOH also reported that 76.14 percent of the senior citizens have been inoculated against 
the disease. 

The elderly group is composed of 8,721,357 individuals while the country’s target population 
for inoculation is 80 percent (90,005,357 individuals) of the country’s entire population. 

As of April 17, DOH data showed that 66,854,770 individuals are fully vaccinated while 
12,641,887 people have received their booster shots. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172352  
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664 severe, critical COVID-19 cases naitala ng 

DOH 
By Danilo Garcia(Pilipino Star Ngayon) - April 19, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
Commuters queue to board a bus at the EDSA Bus Carousel at Ortigas EDSA Station as MRT-3 halt operations 

for maintenance on Wednesday, April 13, 2022. 

The STAR/Walter Bollozos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Iniulat kahapon ng Department of Health (DOH) na nasa 664 pasyente 

ang nasa ‘severe at critical’ na kundisyon ngayon dahil sa impeksyon ng COVID-19 mula Abril 

11-17. 

Ang naturang numero ay katumbas ng 11.5 porsyento ng lahat ng COVID-19 admission sa 

mga pagamutan sa buong bansa. 

Sa weekly monitoring ng DOH, umabot sa 1,674 ang bagong kaso ng COVID sa bansa sa 

naturang linggo. 

Ito ay makaraang makapagtala ng arawang average na 239 bagong kaso sa loob ng naturang 

linggo na mas mababa ng 12% sa mga naitalang kaso sa nakalipas na Abril 4-10. 

Umabot naman sa 200 pasyente ang nasawi habang isang pasyente ang nadagdag sa severe 

at critical cases. 

Sa healthcare utilization, naitala ang mga ‘non-ICU bed utilization’ sa 4,164 pasyente na 16.9% 

ng total na 24,645 beds; habang ang ICU bed utilization ay nasa 450 pasyente na 15.8% 

naman ng 2,842 kabuuang higaan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2022/04/19/2175144/664-severe-

critical-covid-19-cases-naitala-ng-doh/amp/  
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2nd booster shot to ‘reinforce’ immunity: Palace 
By Azer Parrocha April 18, 2022, 4:23 pm 

 
(File photo) 

MANILA – The government's plan to start providing second Covid-19 vaccine booster shots 
for some sectors is part of the efforts to strengthen the immune defenses of Filipinos amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Malacañang said Monday. 

Acting presidential spokesperson and Communications Secretary Martin Andanar made this 
remark after the Department of Health (DOH) announced its planned rollout this week of the 
second Covid-19 booster shot for an initial batch of 1.8 million healthcare workers, elderly and 
immunocompromised patients. 

“The second booster dose recently approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
being planned for by the National Covid-19 Vaccination Operations Center is our scientific 
response to waning immunity,” Andanar said in a press statement. 

He said a second Covid-19 vaccine booster should be given because it helps people maintain 
strong protection from severe Covid-19 and death. 

“Our goal is to reinforce the shield that will protect us from any variants already here and that 
might come in later on. Prevention is better than cure,” he added. 

Andanar, meanwhile, denied that Covid-19 vaccine booster shots will be rolled out in 
anticipation of an uptick in Covid-19 cases next month. 

“The administration of the fourth dose, or second booster shot, of Covid-19 vaccines has 
nothing to do with the potential increase in cases in May 2022,” he said. 

Besides getting Covid-19 jabs, he emphasized the need for the public to continue observing 
standard health and safety protocols. 

“As experts warn of an uptick in cases, we must continue to adhere to minimum public health 
standards such as wearing of masks, washing of hands, observing physical distancing and 
ramping up vaccination/getting booster shots,” he added. 

DOH Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje earlier said the second booster shot rollout will start after 
the Health Technology Assessment Council (HTAC), an independent advisory body, completes 
its review. 

On April 13, the DOH announced that the FDA has amended the emergency use authorization 
given to Covid-19 vaccines to allow giving an additional booster shot to healthcare workers, 
persons 60 years old and above, and immunocompromised patients. 

 



April 19, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

On April 13, the DOH announced that the FDA has amended the emergency use authorization 
given to Covid-19 vaccines to allow giving an additional booster shot to healthcare workers, 
persons 60 years old and above, and immunocompromised patients. 

The second booster shot will be given at least four months after the first booster shot. 

Cabotaje said 1,806,928 individuals are qualified to receive a second booster shot based on 
the four-month interval. 

The first booster shot is given at least three months after the second dose of a primary-two 
dose vaccine or at least two months after the primary single-dose vaccine is given. 

As of April 11, data from the DOH showed that more than 66.7 million individuals are fully 
vaccinated, including nine million adolescents and 1.3 million children. 

Around 12.5 million individuals have received their booster shots. 

The Covid-19 vaccine brands that are currently part of the Philippines’ inventory and have been 
cleared for emergency use are Sinovac, Sinopharm, AstraZeneca, Pfizer, Sputnik V, Moderna, 
Johnson & Johnson (Janssen). 

Janssen is the sole single-dose vaccine currently approved for use in the country while the rest 
are two-dose vaccines. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172335  
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