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DENR boosts trade, production of wood 

charcoal 
By Eireene Jairee Gomez April 17, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has issued an administrative 

order (AO) that marks a wide-ranging step to make the production and trade of wood charcoal 

sustainable and environmentally friendly while continuing to support the livelihood of Filipinos. 

In a statement on Saturday, DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said the AO responds to 

the urgent need for improved governance on wood-based fuel. 

"It is seen to bring the wood charcoal sector into the formal economy and arrest degradation of 

forest lands due to illegal cutting of trees to supply increasing demand for wood charcoal 

brought about by the rising prices of liquefied petroleum gas and electricity," he said. 

Under the directive, a charcoal producer is required to secure a Wood Charcoal Production 

Permit (WCPP) which has a three-year effectivity, renewable for the same period. The renewal 

application should be filed 60 days prior to the WCPP expiration. 

The AO, however, limits the sources of the raw materials, "except all mangrove species," to 

forest lands covered with DENR-issued cutting permits; tree plantations covered with DENR-

issued tenurial instruments; Socialized and Industrial Forest Management Agreements; 

ancestral lands covered by Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title with DENR-issued cutting 

permits; wood processing plants with DENR permits; private tree plantations covered by 

Certificate of Tree Plantation Ownership and Private Tree Plantation Registration; private/titled 

lands with valid DENR-issued cutting permits; and private yard wastes. 

A key feature of the measure is to encourage interested wood charcoal production applicants 

and holders of tenure and/or wood raw materials and its derivatives to source their wood 

charcoal raw materials only from planted trees for fuelwood production; harvesting wastes (e.g. 

tops and branches); pruning and derivatives; processing wastes (e.g., wood wastes/trimmings 

from wood processing plants); and all other accumulated raw materials waste and residues 

generated. 

The AO also requires traders or middlemen engaged in the selling of wood charcoal to secure 

a Wood Charcoal Transport Permit, which will only be effective per shipment from point to point 

and shall be accompanied by the original copies of the permit and Official Receipt/Sales 

Receipts/Acknowledgement Receipts. 

However, the movement of wood charcoal within municipalities/cities "shall not be required of 

WCTP." 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/17/business/sunday-business-it/denr-boosts-

trade-production-of-wood-charcoal/1840196  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/eireene-jairee-gomez
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/17/business/sunday-business-it/denr-boosts-trade-production-of-wood-charcoal/1840196
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/17/business/sunday-business-it/denr-boosts-trade-production-of-wood-charcoal/1840196
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‘Sustainable management’ ng raw materials sa 
produksyon ng wood charcoal tiniyak ng DENR 

 

April 17, 2022 @ 2:52 PM  16 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines- Upang matiyak and sustainable management ng raw materials naglabas 

ng administrative order (AO) ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

para palawakin ang produksiyon at kalakalan ng wood charcoal at maging environmentally 

friendly habang sinusuportahan ang kabuhayan ng mga Pilipino. 

Ayon kay DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna, ang AO ay tugon upang maisaayos ang 

pamamahala sa wood-based fuel. 

“It is seen to bring the wood charcoal sector into the formal economy and arrest degradation of 

forest lands due to illegal cutting of trees to supply increasing demand for wood charcoal 

brought about by the rising prices of liquefied petroleum gas and electricity,” paliwanag nito. 

Sa paglabas ng DENR Administrative Order 2022-05, sinabi ni Sampulna na titiyakin na ang 

raw materials na ginagamit sa wood charcoal ay ligal at tama ang pinanggalingan. 

Sa press release sa ilalim ng direktiba, ang charcoal producer ay kinakailangan kumuha ng 

Wood Charcoal Production Permit (WCPP) na tatlong taong epektibo at maaari din itong ma-

renew ng tatlong taon. Ang renewal application ay kinakailangang maisampa 60 araw bago 

ma-expire ang WCPP. 

Kaugnay nito pinapayagan din ng AO ang mga indibidwal na gumagawa ng uling na bumuo ng 

kooperatiba at maisyuhan ng WCPP sa pangalan ng kanilang binuong grupo. 

Ang WCPP application ay maaaring isaayos at aprubahan sa pinakamalapit na Community 

Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) o sa Provincial Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (PENRO) na may hurisdiksyon sa lugar. 

Kaugnay nito magsusumite rin ang aplikante ng notaryadong Wood Charcoal Supply Contract 

(WCSC) na aprubado ng kanilang CENRO/PENRO kung saan nakadetalye ang dami at uri ng 

raw materials na ibibigay sa WCPP. 

Samantala, limitado ng AO ang pinanggagalingan ng raw materials “except all mangrove 

species, to forest lands covered with DENR-issued cutting permits; tree plantations covered 

with DENR-issued tenurial instruments; Socialized and Industrial Forest Management 

Agreements; ancestral lands covered by Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title with DENR-

issued cutting permits; wood processing plants with DENR permits; private tree plantations 

covered by Certificate of Tree Plantation Ownership and Private Tree Plantation Registration; 

private/titled lands with valid DENR-issued cutting permits; and private yard wastes.” 

Ang pangunahing layunin nito ay “encourage interested wood 
charcoal production applicants and holders of tenure and/or 
wood raw materials and its derivatives to source their wood 
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Ang pangunahing layunin nito ay “encourage interested wood charcoal production applicants 

and holders of tenure and/or wood raw materials and its derivatives to source their wood 

charcoal raw materials only from planted trees for fuelwood production; harvesting wastes (e.g. 

tops and branches); pruning and derivatives; processing wastes (e.g., wood wastes/trimmings 

from wood processing plants); and all other accumulated raw materials waste and residues 

generated.” 

Inoobliga din ng AO ang mga traders at middlemen na nagbebenta ng wood charcoal na 

kumuha ng Wood Charcoal Transport Permit na magiging epektibo lamang sa araw ng 

pagbiyahe kung saan ito nanggaling at dadalhin na may kasamang orihinal na kopya ng permit 

at Official Receipt/Sales Receipts/Acknowledgement Receipts. Santi Celario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/sustainable-management-ng-raw-materials-sa-produksyon-ng-

wood-charcoal-tiniyak-ng-denr/  

 

https://www.remate.ph/sustainable-management-ng-raw-materials-sa-produksyon-ng-wood-charcoal-tiniyak-ng-denr/
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DENR aims to make dolomite beach water fit for 

swimming 
Published April 18, 2022, 12:05 AM by Faith Argosino 

In a little over two months, the controversial Manila dolomite beach should be fit for recreational 

activities, such as swimming. 

That’s the ambitious plan of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ (DENR), 

which has timed the deadline with the end of the administration of President Duterte. 

Where is the DENR in the plan to make the dolomite beach water fit to swim? 

Although he did not mention what phase the DENR is in its restoration, Undersecretary Jonas 

Leones said that the department would continue its aggressive efforts to rehabilitate Manila bay 

and reach the water quality standard of 100 mpn per 100 mL last Feb. 28. 

“We are confident na kung magtuloy-tuloy yong rehabilitation hopefully by the end of this 

administration’s term we can beat the standard in terms of water quality. Gusto namin pag 

binuksan yan hindi na lang viewing ng mga tao pati yong life long dream natin na maging 

swimmable na yung Manila Bay (We are confident and hopeful that the continuous 

rehabilitation will help us achieve the standard water quality. Aside from viewing, we also want 

to open Manila Bay for swimming),” Leones said. 

It was on June 27, 2019 when the rehabilitation of Manila Bay started with the announcement 

of former Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu. 

 
Manila Bay 

(Photo courtesy of DENR) 

For the restoration of the beautiful Manila Bay, the DENR has sought the help of concerned 

agencies such as the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA), Department of 

Education (DepEd), Department of Health (DOH), Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

(BFAR), Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM), Metropolitan Waterworks and 

Sewerage System (MWSS), and Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA), among others. 

The work is not as simple as the sight one gets when it drives past the Manila Bay along Roxas 

Blvd. 

According to data, the Manila Bay meanders along the coasts of the National Capital Region, 

Bataan, Bulacan, Cavite, and Pampanga. Its waters also affect the provinces of Laguna, Nueva 

Ecija, Rizal, and Tarlac, considered as “non-coastal” areas. 

There are 17 river systems draining out to Manila Bay, which adds to the problem of water 

pollution. These are the Angat River, Bocaue River, Maria River, Marilao River, Meycauayan, 

Meycauayan-Valenzuela River, Pasig River, Parañaque River, Imus River, Ylang-ylang River, 

Rio Grande, Cañas River, Obando River, Navotas-Malabon-Tinajeros-Tullahan River, Talisay 

River, Guagua River, and Pampanga River. 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/faithargosino
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
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Phases of rehabilitation 

According to DENR, Manila Bay’s rehabilitation will go through three phases. 

Phase 1 focuses on water quality improvement, including cleaning up designated esteros and 

waterways; reducing the fecal coliform levels and toxic discharges from houses and 

establishments, repairing leaks in old sewer lines; and implementing solid waste management. 

As a result of the agency’s plan to improve the water quality, the Manila Bay Coordinating 

Office’s (MBCO) data in January revealed that the Baywalk area, which is a priority in 

rehabilitation, registered a notable decrease in the coliform level and recorded an average of 

21,100 mpn per 100 ml at the third quarter of 2021 –from 5.75 million mpn per 100 mL in 2019. 

The data also showed that in September last year, the Baywalk Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), 

which treats wastewater from the Padre Faura, Remedios, and Estero de San Antonio de Abad 

outfalls, received an influent of 8.8 million mpn per 100 ml and releases an effluent of 9.4 mpn 

per 100 ml which passed the fecal coliform standard for recreational waters. 

The first phase also covers the safety of informal settlers residing along esteros and shorelines, 

wherein the agency also provided temporary sanitation facilities and planned their relocation. 

Phase 2 aims to rehabilitate the old sewer lines in NCR, the completion of 340 million liters per 

day (MLD) of Maynilad and Manila Water by this year, and the safe relocation of informal 

settlers. 

For Phase 3, the department aims to educate citizens to protect the bay’s improvement, sustain 

law enforcement and monitoring, and complete Metro Manila’s sewerage system by 2026. 

Initiatives and regulatory policy 

Three years before the start of Manila Bay’s rehabilitation, the Supreme Court issued on Dec. 

18, 2016, an SC Mandamus directing the agencies mentioned above “to clean up, rehabilitate, 

preserve, restore, and maintain” the bay waters to SB level, which is fit for swimming and other 

recreational activities. 

Other than coastal cleanups and solid waste management, the department has also 

coordinated with the 

Department of National Defense (DND) to construct a replica of the Fort Drum Island cannon 

near Manila’s Remedios drainage outfall “to serve as a physical reminder of the department’s 

commitment and willpower in our battle to rehabilitate Manila Bay.” 

How the public can help 

Although Manila Bay’s water quality showed improvement, the DENR also asked locals to help 

the government achieve its goal to make ‘dolomite beach’ safe for swimming through proper 

waste management. 

It advised individuals to segregate and dispose of their solid wastes properly and avoid using 

single-use plastics, which pollute esteros and waterways. When going out, people should also 

use eco-bags, reusable water bottles, utensils, and straws. 

The agency said household wastes should be buried under the ground or thrown with 

biodegradable waste and not poured into the sink, which clogs creeks and streams. Families 

should also opt to use environment-friendly soaps, shampoos, and detergents instead of their 

commercial counterparts containing harmful chemicals that flow into our oceans. 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/18/denr-aims-to-make-dolomite-beach-water-fit-for-

swimming/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/18/denr-aims-to-make-dolomite-beach-water-fit-for-swimming/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/18/denr-aims-to-make-dolomite-beach-water-fit-for-swimming/
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Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  
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Source: https://tonite.abante.com.ph/llda-niratsada-solar-project/  
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Climate activists disrupt traffic in London, Paris 
By Agence France-Presse April 18, 2022 

 

PARIS: Several hundred activists from the Extinction Rebellion activist group on Saturday 

(Sunday in Manila) blocked major roads in central Paris and London, disrupting traffic to protest 

"inaction" on climate change from world leaders. Around 300 meters (980 feet) of a main 

thoroughfare in central Paris was taken over by activists over the Easter weekend, with some 

of them moving in hay bales and cement-filled containers to block traffic. Extinction Rebellion 

tweeted "thousands" of protesters were "occupying" London's Marble Arch roundabout during 

a sit-in close to Hyde Park, demanding an end to the fossil fuel economy. Six people were 

arrested, the Metropolitan Police said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/18/news/world/climate-activists-disrupt-traffic-

in-london-paris/1840314  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/agence-france-presse
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/18/news/world/climate-activists-disrupt-traffic-in-london-paris/1840314
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/18/news/world/climate-activists-disrupt-traffic-in-london-paris/1840314
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Key West grapples with trade, environment issues 
By Agence France-Presse April 18, 2022 

 
FINDING BALANCE People watch an artist perform as the Carnival Dream cruise ship sails in Key West, Florida on April 11, 

2022. The island-city of Key West off the southern tip of Florida invites visitors to stroll slowly, enjoy turquoise waters and take 

in the sunset. But according to some residents, that idyllic peace is endangered — by lumbering, tourist-filled cruise ships. AFP 

PHOTO 

KEY WEST: The island-city of Key West off the southern tip of Florida invites visitors to stroll 

slowly, enjoy turquoise waters and take in the sunset. But according to some residents, that 

idyllic peace is endangered — by lumbering, tourist-filled cruise ships. 

The huge vessels bring thousands of visitors every day to the small city of 26,000 inhabitants, 

whose quaint, often pastel-colored Victorian homes line leafy, walkable streets. 

Following a drawn-out local battle, the cruise tourist numbers are now down, but many residents 

say more still needs to be done. 

While many businesses depend on the tourist throngs, residents such as Arlo Haskell find the 

ships to be a nuisance and believe they cause environmental harm. As a result, he founded 

the Safer Cleaner Ships non-profit. 

"These cruise ships are an extraction industry that is profiting off of the beauty in Key West 

while harming that beauty and degrading the experience for everyone else," Haskell said. 

In 2020, his association put forth three local referendums: one to limit the size of cruise ships, 

another to allow no more than 1,500 people a day to disembark, and a third to be able to prohibit 

boats that do the most damage to the environment. 

The three proposals, each approved by between 60 and 80 percent of voters, were ratified by 

the city council. It was a victory for Haskell — or so he thought. 

Then in June 2021, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a law suspending the measures, arguing 

that voters could not meddle in matters of maritime trade. 

Local businesses, including ones also owned by the owner of Pier B — a huge beneficiary of 

the cruise ships as one of the city's main docking locations — had donated almost $1 million to 

a political campaign committee supporting the governor, according to the Miami Herald. 

Public docks closed 

Relying on a bit of unexpected economic data, Safer Cleaner Ships returned to battle following 

DeSantis' move. 

 

The info showed that cruise ship suspensions during the pandemic did not 

sink local finances. 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/agence-france-presse
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The info showed that cruise ship suspensions during the pandemic did not sink local finances. 

To the contrary, in 2021, the city collected 25 percent more sales taxes than in 2019, before 

Covid. 

Hotels and restaurants seem to have taken advantage of the fact that Florida promoted its open 

businesses in the middle of the pandemic while other states imposed rules and closings. 

The city administration last month decided that since Key West cannot limit the number of 

cruise ships, it would close its two public docks. 

Now, cruises can only park at private Pier B, which welcomes only one cruise ship per day. 

The era of two to three ships arriving daily is over. 

The move has been a blow to some businesses. 

Although cruise tourists spend only a few hours in the city and usually eat before disembarking 

— generating little income for restaurants and hotels — they do buy souvenirs and snacks. 

The visitors support the likes of tchotchke shops, ice cream parlors and tourist destinations, 

such as the Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum, where the US writer lived between 1931 

and 1939, said Mayor Teri Johnston. 

Finding balance 

One morning this week, the streets of Key West were nearly deserted. Vanessa Wilder manned 

her downtown bike rental stand, waiting for the first passengers to disembark from a newly 

arrived cruise. 

"The main shops and the bars down here, we thrive off of these cruise ships," she said. 

"If we didn't have them, a lot of businesses around here would have to shut." 

Despite his victories, Haskell maintains that things should move one step further, with cruise 

ships at the private dock not allowed to exceed a size specified by residents. 

The boats, according to Haskell, "do tremendous damage to our ecosystem" by clouding the 

water, which endangers the survival of corals. 

But Scott Atwell, spokesman for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in Key 

West, said the evidence wasn't so clear. 

"We do not have specific studies on whether the cruise ship turbidity is any different than natural 

turbidity and whether turbidity from the ships' channel reaches our coral reefs in a detrimental 

way," he said. 

In the meantime, Key West's city council has decided to monitor water quality and support coral 

restoration under an initiative that charges a fee to Pier B for disembarking passengers. 

"We don't want to get rid of the cruise ships but bring them into a moderate level so that we 

have good economic conditions, and we also have good quality of life for our residents," 

Johnston said. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/18/business/foreign-business/key-west-grapples-

with-trade-environment-issues/1840330  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/18/business/foreign-business/key-west-grapples-with-trade-environment-issues/1840330
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April 18, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Duterte visits Capiz, assures residents of assistance 
By Alexis Romero(The Philippine Star) - April 18, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
Rescue personnel retrieve the bodies of residents in Baybay City, Leyte on Saturday after a mudslide caused by 

Tropical Depression Agaton. 

Miriam Desacada 

MANILA, Philippines — A day after visiting Leyte areas devastated by Tropical Storm Agaton, 

President Duterte checked the condition of residents displaced by massive flooding in Capiz 

and assured them of assistance. 

Speaking at the Pontevedra Elementary School Evacuation Center last Saturday, Duterte said 

agencies are ready to provide food and to repair the houses of people affected by the storm. 

“DSWD (Department of Social Welfare and Development) will be here for as long as there are 

people who cannot eat... who do not have sources of food, we will sustain the food,” the 

President said. 

“Now, with regard to housing repairs, a general – he is not here – Ed del Rosario, is in charge 

of housing. But I will tell him. I will ask him to come here. For your roads, we have acting (Public 

Works) Secretary (Roger) Mercado,” he added. 

Duterte vowed to check upon his return to Manila if there were other forms of assistance that 

could be provided to the people of Capiz. 

“There is always an assistance because there is the… what you would call the contingency 

fund,” he added. 

Duterte made an aerial inspection to assess the extent of the damage caused by Agaton in 

Pontevedra, Capiz. He also attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the first phase of the 

Capiz multi-purpose evacuation and convention center during his visit to Barangay Lawaan in 

Roxas City. The president then led the distribution of relief goods at the Pontevedra Elementary 

School evacuation center. 

Last Friday, Duterte, with Sen. Bong Go, visited the families of landslide victims in Baybay City 

in Central Leyte, the area worst affected by Agaton, and met with hundreds of evacuees housed 

at the city high school building, and with some civic leaders and local government unit 

authorities. 

Duterte and Go assured the storm victims that the government would not abandon them, and 

would continue to provide relief and services. 

More than a hundred died from Agaton, with hundreds more still missing or were found injured. 

A majority of the casualties were in Baybay City’s landslide areas and the rest in the eastern 

coastal town of Abuyog. – Miriam Desacada, Delon Porcalla 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174933/duterte-visits-capiz-assures-

residents-assistance/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805309/alexis-romero
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174933/duterte-visits-capiz-assures-residents-assistance/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174933/duterte-visits-capiz-assures-residents-assistance/amp/
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Agaton death toll reaches 172 
By Michael Punongbayan(The Philippine Star) - April 18, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
Residents look outside the window of their submerged house after heavy rains brought about by Tropical storm 

Agaton in Abuyog town, Leyte province, southern Philippines on April 11, 2022. 
MANILA, Philippines — The number of confirmed deaths from the onslaught of Tropical 

Depression Agaton further rose to 172 yesterday, 155 of which were from Eastern Visayas. 

Latest reports from the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) 

said 110 persons remained missing yesterday. 

Most of the missing persons in the Eastern Visayas were believed to be victims of landslides, 

which buried entire villages in Leyte. 

The NDRRMC said 58,492 families or a total of 207,572 individuals remain housed in 909 

different evacuation centers from Regions 5, 6, 7 8, 10 11, 12, Caraga, and the BARMM. 

Agaton, which caused heavy rains and unleashed massive flooding and landslides last week 

despite being categorized as a weak typhoon, was the first to enter the country this year. 

Sixteen affected cities and municipalities have placed their localities under state of calamity 

because of the extent of deaths, injuries and damages. 

The NDRRMC said more than P50.4 million worth of both food and non-food assistance had 

so far been given to Agaton victims in all affected areas. 

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana called on all Filipinos yesterday to celebrate Easter 

Sunday by helping victims of Agaton in the Visayas and Mindanao. 

“Let me also take this opportunity to call on everyone to lift up those who need our help, 

especially as many of our kababayan have been affected by the recent onslaught of Tropical 

Storm Agaton in Visayas and Mindanao,” he said in his message. 

“May we all be stewards of grace and may the resurrection of Jesus Christ inspire us to look 

forward to a peaceful and better tomorrow,” Lorenzana added. 

He said the Department of National Defense “joins our brothers and sisters of the Christian 

faith in the observance of this year’s Easter Sunday.” 

Lorenzana said Christendom’s celebration of the resurrection of Jesus “is a reminder that hope 

springs eternal despite the sorrow and turmoil that we go through in life.” 

“As John 11:25 reads, ‘Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.’” 

“With courage and faith, we can overcome the greatest of trials and prepare ourselves for 

immeasurable blessings and salvation,” Lorenzana said. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174936/agaton-death-toll-reaches-

172/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804754/michael-punongbayan
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174936/agaton-death-toll-reaches-172/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/18/2174936/agaton-death-toll-reaches-172/amp/


April 18, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Pagasa: Fair weather expected this week 
By Michael Punongbayan(The Philippine Star) - April 18, 2022 - 12:00am 

 
Marine life is featured in this entry for the Banderitas Festival Competition in Cuenca, Batangas yesterday. 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Most parts of the country are forecast to experience fair weather in the 
next three days or most likely for the rest of the week, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa). 

In a three-day weather outlook issued yesterday, Pagasa said the northeasterly surface 
windflow or the slightly cooler wind coming from the northeast is still affecting extreme Northern 
Luzon. 

This will bring cloudy skies and some isolated rainfall to some provinces in the afternoon or 
evening. 

Pagasa said no typhoon or low-pressure area (LPA) 
is expected to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) in the next three days or 
possibly for the rest of the week. 

Metro Manila is forecast of have partly sunny skies with temperatures ranging from 25 to 33 
degrees Celsius but with possible isolated rains in the afternoon or evening. 

Baguio City is also expected to be sunny with cooler temperature ranging from 16 to 24 degrees 
Celsius, but with some isolated rains in the afternoon or evening. 
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DENR 
Published 7 hours ago on April 18, 2022 12:02 AM 

By TDT  @tribunephl 
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COVID cases may surge in May due 

to eased mobility – expert 
By Jocelyn Montemayor -April 18, 2022 

CORONAVIRUS disease (COVID-19) cases in the country may surge by 25,000 to 60,000 per 
day in mid-May this year due to increased mobility during the Lenten break, the campaign 
period and the upcoming May 9 elections, a medical consultant of the National Task Force 
against COVID-19 projected yesterday. 

Dr. Ted Herbosa, in an interview with radio DzBB, said the projection of the Department of 
Health (DOH) is higher than the 35,000 cases during the peak of the Omicron variant surge 
from January to February. 

“Pati ang DOH nagsabi pwede tayong umabot ng 25,000 hanggang 60,000 sa isang araw 
(Even the DOH said we can go up to 25,000 to 60,000 un one day),” Herbosa said as he re-
emphasized the importance of being vaccinated and getting one’s booster shot as well as the 
continued observance of health protocols, especially the wearing of face mask. 

Herbosa reminded the public that the incubation period for COVID-19 usually takes two weeks 
and that the Omicron subvariant XE is 10 times more contagious than the Omicron variant. 

The DOH has said that the Omicron XE has not yet reached the country. 

Last week, the health department said a possible spike in COVID cases is likely to happen by 
mid-May after its data on compliance to minimum public health standards (MPHS) showed a 
decline to 12 percent in Metro Manila and seven percent nationwide in March and April. 

The DOH said a 20 percent decrease in MPHS compliance could lead to 34,788 active cases 
in mid-May, while a 30 percent drop could lead to over 300,000 cases nationwide. 

It added that in NCR, new active cases could be between 25,000 to 60,000 per day in case of 
a 50 percent decrease in MPHS compliance. 

Herbosa urged the public to continue wearing face masks, which he said has been effective in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

He likewise appealed the people to be vaccinated and get boosted to prevent them from being 
infected with severe to critical COVID-19. 
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