
  

06 APRIL 2022, WEDNESDAY 



April 6, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

DENR Performance Review 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna 

(right) instructs Internal Audit Service (IAS) Director Al O. Orolfo (in white polo shirt) and IAS 

personnel to examine the current duties and responsibilities of DENR employees nationwide if 

these are in line with their actual terms of reference. Sampulna wants them to go out of their 

workplaces, be aware of the situation on the ground and solve these. Orolfo assumed office on 

March 24. 
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BFP adopts NGP reforestation areas in two 
Bulacan towns 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA 

 

The Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) has formally adopted two National Greening Program 
(NGP) sites, one each in the towns of Norzagaray and Doña Remedios Trinidad in the Province 
of Bulacan. 

The move came after the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the 
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) signed a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) outlining the partnership for the National Greening Program (NGP). 

Under the agreement, the parties will plant bamboo and other forest and fruit-bearing species 
on the 25-hectare reforestation area at Barangay San Lorenzo in Norzagaray and, a 25-hectare 
reforestation area at Barangay Kalawakan in Doña Remedios Trinidad. 

The DENR will provide a tree plantation plan and technical assistance, while the DILG-BFP will 
spearhead the plantation, rehabilitation, maintenance, protection, conservation, and other 
related activities of the adopted plantation sites to sustain the growth and survival of the planted 
seedlings for five years. 

DENR-Central Luzon Regional Executive Director Paquito T. Moreno Jr. and DILG-BFP chief 
Director Louie S. Puracan led the MOA signing. 

In his keynote message read by DENR-Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service (SCIS) 
Director Khalil Sergio Bayam, Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna acknowledged the initial 
partnership of the two agencies. 

“We take this as a noble act on the part of the DILG-BFP because we at the DENR could 
certainly look forward to more successful and sustained forest rehabilitation efforts in these 
areas,” Sampulna said. 

Meanwhile, Puracan said the DILG-BFP initiated the partnership not only for environmental 
protection but also to empower and provide a livelihood to the local community and indigenous 
peoples living around the sites as well as for their own BFP firefighters given its “limitless 
potentials.” 

He estimated that around 40,000 BFP personnel would plant at least 10 bamboo seedlings, 
equating to 400,000 bamboo seedlings. 

Moreover, Moreno also highlighted the timeliness of the partnership, as the BFP will experience 
firsthand how to protect these sites during the dry season when forest fires are rampant in the 
country. 

“Forest fire is the biggest issue in terms of forest protection or established plantation protection. 
I hope that this MOA will spur a sustainable, broader partnership among our partners on forest 
protection and establishment,” said Moreno. 

The MOA also allows the DILG-BFP to engage the services of the concerned community in 
implementing seedling production, planting, maintenance, and protection activities. 

For these adopted areas, the DILG-BFP will also establish a forest fire station where basic 
firefighting equipment, supplies or vehicles are available for immediate response to forest fires. 

DILG-BFP is also responsible for the establishment of fire lookout towers and the provision of 
manpower. 
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In 2020, forest fires destroyed 7,830 hectares of NGP forestland areas that cost about P120 
million. Of the total damaged area, 2,169 hectares were in Central Luzon. 

In time with Fire Prevention Month, the MOA signing was conducted in collaboration with the 
DENR Tayo Ang Kalikasan and SCIS. The Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council 
also supports it. 

Bamboo planting in various sites in Central Luzon and National Capital Region and coastal 
cleanup in Region 4A, in collaboration with the BFP, was also held in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/04/bfp-adopts-ngp-reforestation-areas-in-two-

bulacan-towns/ 
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DENR, DILG team up on Bulacan 
bamboo plantation effort 
By Rjhay E Laurea 

 

MANILA — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has teamed up 
with the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) the building of bamboo farm 
in Bulacan as part of the National Greening Program (NGP). 

Held with an official bamboo farming at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center on March 
25, the signing of a memorandum of agreement (MOA) meant the union of DENR and the DILG 
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) for the adoption of two NGP revegetation areas in the towns 
of Norzagaray and Doña Remedios Trinidad. 

The deal will enact the planting of bamboo and other forest and fruit-bearing species in the 25-
hectare reforestation area at Barangay Kalawakan in Doña Remedios Trinidad. 

Also, the DENR will give a tree plantation plan and technical assistance, while the DILG-BFP 
will lead the plantation, rehabilitation, maintenance, protection, conservation, and other related 
activities of the embraced plantation sites to keep the growth and survival of the planted 
seedlings for five years. 

The MOA signing was led by DENR-Central Luzon Regional Executive Director Paquito T. 
Moreno Jr. and DILG-BFP Chief Director Louie S. Puracan. 

In his gist line read by DENR-Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service (SCIS) Director 
Khalil Sergio Bayam, Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna noticed the initial partnership of the 
two agencies. 

“We take this as a noble act on the part of the DILG-BFP because we, at the DENR, could 
certainly look forward to more successful and sustained forest rehabilitation efforts in these 
areas,” Sampulna said. 

For now, Puracan said the DILG-BFP began the alliance not only for environmental protection 
but also to empower and give income to the local community and indigenous peoples living 
around the sites, as well as, for their own BFP firefighters given its “limitless potentials.” 

He rated around 40,000 BFP personnel will plant at least 10 bamboo seedlings, equating to 
400,000 bamboo seedlings. 

Also, Moreno has emphasized the punctuality of the alliance, as the BFP will face directly how 
to protect these sites during summer when forest fires are rich in the country. 
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“Forest fire is the biggest issue in terms of forest protection or established plantation protection. 
I hope that this MOA will spur a sustainable, broader partnership among our partners on forest 
protection and establishment,” said Moreno. 

The MOA also allows the DILG-BFP to mesh the services of the worried community in applying 
seedling production, planting, maintenance, and protection activities. 

For these assumed areas, the DILG-BFP will also build a forest fire station where basic 
firefighting tools, supplies, or vehicles are available for fast response to forest fires. 

DILG-BFP is also accountable for the buildings of fire lookout towers and the provision of 
manpower. 

In 2020, forest fires ruined 7,830 hectares of NGP wood areas that cost about P120 million of 
the total damaged area, 2,169 hectares were in Central Luzon. 

In time with Fire Prevention Month, the MOA signing was acted in alliance with the DENR Tayo 
Ang Kalikasan and SCIS. It is also backed by the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development 
Council. 

Bamboo planting in many sites in Central Luzon and National Capital Region and coastal 
cleanup in Region 4A, in collaboration with the BFP, was also held in March.(ai/mtvn) 
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NWRB assures no water supply cut 

in NCR 

By Lade Jean Kabagani 

 

MANILA – While it assures there will be no water supply cut in Metro Manila, the National 
Water Resources Board (NWRB) on Monday (April 4) urged the public to conserve water as 
the Angat Dam’s water level is now at 190.75 meters. 

NWRB Director Sevillo David Jr. said the current water level in Angat Dam is 10 meters lower 
than the previous years. 

“Bago pa nga ho pumasok iyong taon at bago magsimula itong January po ay nag-abiso na po 
tayo sa mga kababayan po natin na magtipid [ng tubig] kasi nga po medyo mababa po sa 
inaasahan natin ang level po ng Angat Dam,” he said in an interview at a Laging Handa public 
briefing. 

David said they are projecting that the supply of 190 meters can be at least stretched until May 
before it will go down to 180 meters, which is the minimum operating level of the dam. 

“Sa ganoong punto po ay mabibigyan po natin ng priority ang supply ng tubig po para sa mga 
Metro Manila areas,” he said. 

He said the farmers in Bulacan and Pampanga are nearing their harvesting schedules. Thus, 
prioritizing urban areas for water supply once the Angat Dam will meet its minimum operating 
level. 

For the month of April, the Angat Dam saves at least five cubic meters from 15 cubic meters 
per second since the supply for irrigation is being reduced during harvest time 

Meanwhile, he said the water supply in Metro Manila will remain at 48 cubic meters per second 
with the ongoing threat of the COVID-19 pandemic and because of the hot weather. 

“Kaya po minabuti po ng NWRB na i-maintain po iyong kasalukuyang alokasyon at wala pong 
pagbabawas na mangyayari po,” David said. 

On the other hand, David said the cloud seeding operations seem to be getting positive results 
as the water level in Angat Dam slightly increased. 

The NWRB continues the cloud seeding along with the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System (MWSS) and Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA). 
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“Umaasa po tayo na sa mga susunod na araw ay parehas po ang magiging resulta, at sa tingin 
po naman natin ay malaki ang naitutulong po nitong cloud seeding operations para po 
mapanatili sa mas magandang level po ang kasalukuyang level po ng Angat Dam,” David said. 

As its short-term solution for possible water supply shortages, NWRB allows MWSS and other 
concessionaires to prepare deep wells. 

The treatment facilities in Laguna Lake and Marikina River are also on standby. 

Major projects are also slated as their medium and long-term solutions. 

David said the government, through the National Economic and Development Authority, has 
already launched the Philippine Water Supply and Sanitation Master Plan, not only making 
enough water supplies, but also seeking good sanitation. 

The NWRB is also crafting a water security roadmap to make sure there is enough supply, not 
only in Metro Manila, but also nationwide. (PNA)-ngs 
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Cebu City WTE deal a ‘risk’ to health, 
environment, say experts 

 

Cebu City WTE deal a ‘risk’ to health, environment, say experts. (File photo) 

THE proposed waste-to-energy (WTE) project that the Cebu City Government plans to 
undertake could become detrimental not just to the environment but also to the health of the 
city’s population. 
 
This was what environmental experts said during the 2022 CSO Waste Summit, a multisectoral 
forum organized by the Philippine Earth Justice Center and other pro-environment groups in 
the city at the University of Cebu Main campus on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. 

The forum aimed to tackle the effects of the proposed WTE deal set to be signed by the Cebu 
City Government and New Sky Energy Philippines Inc. 
 
Dr. Jorge Emmanuel, an adjunct professor of environmental science and engineering at the 
Silliman University in Negros Oriental and former chief technical adviser on global environment 
projects of the United Nations Development Program, said should the city government push 
through with putting up a WTE facility, it could pose a threat to the environment and the people. 
 
Emmanuel said WTE incinerators emit extremely toxic chemicals called dioxins and furans. 
Inhalation of dioxins and furans causes an increased risk of tumors, cancer, asthma and other 
fatal diseases, Emmanuel added. 
 
Emmanuel said these incinerator by-products don’t easily dissipate as they remain in the 
environment for a very long time. 
 
Dioxins and furans could stay in the environment for roughly 500 years and could affect 10 to 
40 generations, he added. 
 
Emmanuel added that the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, particularly its 
Environmental Management Bureau, is incapable of conducting monitoring of dioxins, furans 
and other toxins that is essential to protecting public health and the environment. 
 
“You cannot test for dioxins through ambient sampling. The only way to test dioxins is through 
stack sampling, and yet DOST (Department of Science and Technology) approved this one 
technology. I would definitely like to see the details of the ETV (environmental technology 
verification) for the New Sky,” he added. 
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verification) for the New Sky,” he added. 

On a legal standpoint, the proposed WTE project is also not allowed under the country’s laws. 
 
Lawyer Nikka Oquias of the Philippine Earth Justice Center, a pro-environmental law advocate 
based in Cebu, said the construction of an incineration facility to be used for a WTE facility is 
prohibited under Republic Act 8749 or the Clean Air Act of 1999. 
 
Oquias also questioned the accuracy and update of the data on the quantity and quality of 
waste composition in Cebu City and the lack of public hearing for the project. 
 
Cebu City councilors Nestor Archival and Alvin Dizon, who were among those who opposed 
the project, were there to reiterate their opposition to the proposed WTE deal. 

On their end, representatives of Cebu City Mayor Michael Rama at the forum assured that the 
project is environmentally sound. 
 
Rama, who was represented by Cebu City public information officer Cerwin Eviota, said the 
project had undergone enough feasibility study, including studying its possible impact on the 
city’s environment and health. 
 
Last month, the Cebu City Council voted to give Rama the authority to enter into a joint venture 
agreement with New Sky Energy Philippines Inc. for the establishment of a WTE facility in the 
city. 
 
Rama said the WTE facility will be built at no cost to the city. 
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to-health-environment-say-experts 
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P432,000 hot lumber seized in Northern 
Samar  

 

(Photo from Northern Samar Police Provincial Office) 

 

ANTI-ILLEGAL logging operatives seized P432,000 worth of undocumented lumber in Allen, 
Northern Samar over the weekend. 
 
The 288 pieces of illegal cut lumber were loaded in a wing van truck when intercepted by the 
Philippine Coast Guard and Northern Samar Provincial Police Office (NSPPO) personnel at the 
Balwharteco Port in Allen town on Sunday, April 3, 2022. 

The authorities said the truck driver, along with his two companions, failed to present the 
documents necessary to transport the product. 
 
“I encourage the public to help the authorities in our campaign not only against illegal logging 
but also in all illegal activities,” said Police Colonel Alfredo Tadefa, NSPPO director. 
 
According to Tadefa, the campaign against illegal logging under his watch will remain firm. 

The police official also urged the public to continue to provide information that could help the 
authorities on its law enforcement efforts. 
 
The arrested persons will face charges in violation of Presidential Decree 705 or the Anti-illegal 
Logging Law. (SunStar Philippines) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1925663/tacloban/local-news/p432000-hot-lumber-
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Pag-asa Pawikan Conservation and 

Protection Center receives support from 

BPI 

 

from left are Edna Fajardo, head and volunteer of Pag-asa Pawikan Conservation and Protection Center; John Harry Carreon, village captain of 
Barangay Pag-asa; Sheila Tan, president and chief executive officer of BPI Asset and Management Trust Corp. (AMTC); and Yvette Mari de 

Peralta, head of Client Segment Division at BPI AMTC. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

BANK of the Philippine Islands (BPI) adopted 280 pawikan (sea turtle) nests in Bataan on 
March 27, 2022 to support the Pag-Asa Pawikan Conservation and Protection Center and 
commemorate the launch of the BPI Invest Sustainable Fund Suite by BPI's wealth 
management arm, BPI Asset and Management Trust Corp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/06/public-square/pag-asa-pawikan-conservation-

and-protection-center-receives-support-from-bpi/1838943 
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Bird flu threatens Philippine Eagles 

 

Photo from Philippine Eagle Foundation 

THE Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) said the detection of Avian Influenza or bird flu in 
Davao Region is a major threat to the critically endangered Philippine Eagle. 
 
PEF said in a statement that the Type A H5N1 avian influenza is highly contagious and lethal 
to birds, including the said Philippine Eagle. 

PEF said the bird flu could wipe out the eagle’s species. 
 
“This is of grave concern to the PEF whose mandate is to protect and preserve the already 
critically endangered Philippine eagle, its population in the wild... The PEF has responded to 
the threat and initiated stricter precautionary measures,” the statement read. 
 
The Philippine Eagle Center will have to suspend operations and conduct lockdown and 
quarantine once the bird flu hits Davao City in order to protect the eagles. 

With regards to this, the PEF’s Conservation Breeding Program will also be moved to another 
location outside of the Philippine Eagle Center (PEC), as well as to intensify their isolation, 
sanitation, and waste disposal protocols. 
 
PEF has also mapped an Outbreak Management Plan to strengthen the center’s biosafety 
protocols and avoid grave incidents. 
 
The bird flu was recently detected in Tacurong City, Sultan Kudarat, which is approximately 
110 kilometers from the PEC. 
 
The Davao City Veterinary Office said that although the bird flu has not yet been detected in 
the city, the office is already intensifying screening the entry of poultries from affected provinces 
in Luzon and Sultan Kudarat. 
 
The PEF calls for the cooperation of concerned authorities and communities to protect the 
national icon. 

“With the threat of the disease already at our doorstep, wildlife, human lives, and means of 
livelihood for many communities are at risk. In turn, the economy and the environment are in 
jeopardy,” it said. 
 
On Monday, April 4, 2022, the municipality of Magsaysay, Davao del Sur announced that it has 
detected its first bird flu case in Barangay San Isidro. This is the first case of bird flu in the 
region. 

Source:https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1925607/davao/local-news/bird-flu-threatens-

philippine-eagles 
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Cops lead mangrove reforestation, coral 
restoration in Albay 
By Connie Calipay 

 

PROTECTING MARINE RESOURCES. Maj. Michael Lorilla, police chief of Bacacay, Albay, is shown during the coral restoration 
and mangrove reforestation project in Barangay Uson on Sunday (April 3, 2022). Three Coral Nursery Units (CNUs) were installed 

in the town's seawaters that will be monitored for three to six months. (Photo courtesy of JCI Legazpi) 

LEGAZPI CITY – In a bid to protect and secure the environment as well as the marine 
resources, the Bacacay Municipal Police Station in Albay has conducted a coral restoration 
and mangrove reforestation project in Barangay Uson. 

In an interview on Tuesday, Maj. Michael Lorilla, Bacacay police chief, said the activity themed 
"Kaligkasan sa Karagatan" was held on Sunday and participated in by almost a hundred people 
coming from government agencies, stakeholders, and members of advocacy support groups. 

"Through this project, the coastal villagers in Bacacay will have an awareness of how to protect 
and cultivate the coral reefs," Lorilla said. 

During the event, three Coral Nursery Units (CNU) were installed in Bacacay's seawaters that 
will be monitored for three to six months to be replanted later in much deeper areas that need 
to be restored. 

Lorilla said before the activity, a series of lectures to raise awareness on corals and mangroves 
was conducted to villagers and volunteers by professionals and experts. 

"For mangrove reforestation, we were able to go to the areas that needed to be rehabilitated 
like the sanctuaries in Barangay Cagbulacao and also the different barangays in Cagraray 
Island," he said. 

Citing the success of the coral restoration project, Lorilla said they are planning to create more 
CNUs in other coastal barangays in the area. 

“So, kung makikita ng mga tao sa barangay kung gaano kahirap magtanim ng corals 
magkakaroon sila ng idea na tumulong sila kung pano ito protektahan (If the villagers witness 
how difficult it is to plant corals, they will also learn to protect it),” Lorilla said. (With a report 
from Bernadine Carretas/PNA-OJT) 
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Loren Legarda bats to double protected 
areas 
SENATORIAL candidate Loren Legarda had promised to increase the number of protected 
areas in the country if she is given a chance to return to the Senate. 
 
In an interview with SunStar Pampanga on Monday night’s (April 4) rally in Mexico town, 
Legarda said she will double not just the number of protected areas but also of the protection 
accorded to such areas. 

“God willing when we return to the Senate, we will double (the protected areas) and more 
protection. There are a lot of important places we need to protect. It’s not just protection for 
protection’s sake. We derive our food and resources from many of these places,” Legarda said. 
 
Legarda, a former three-term senator, has authored ten environment laws, including the most 
important Ecological Solid Waste Management Law, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 
Renewable Energy Law and the Climate Change Act. 
 
The lawmaker is also the principal author and co-sponsor of the Enipas Law. Since the passage 
of Republic Act 7586, or the National Integrated Protected Areas System (Nipas) Act of 1992, 
and its amendments under Republic Act 11038, or the Expanded National Integrated Protected 
Areas System (Enipas) Act of 2018, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) successfully set aside 244 protected areas, including the 107 legislated and 13 
proclaimed protected areas, all over the country primarily to sustain ecosystem services, 
among other non-extractive economic activities such as eco-tourism. 

Legarda, who also supports micro and small enterprises, was in Pampanga for a local rally 
arranged for members of the UniTeam Slate of presidential aspirant Ferdinand "Bongbong" 
Marcos Jr. and Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio. 
 
Lagarda arrived at the venue wearing her signature look. She wore a patadyong woven by 
women from Antique. 
 
Legarda, who supports micro and small enterprises, and author of the law, has been providing 
support to the Bagtason Loom Weavers Association. 
 
She stressed the need to further provide support for micro and small industries like sisig 
vendors and Pinatubo ash craft makers in Pampanga to better assist them with much needed 
capital, skills and marketing support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1925657/pampanga/local-news/loren-legarda-bats-

to-double-protected-areas 
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Nais ni Deputy Speaker at senatorial candidate Loren Legarda na 
bigyan pa ng sapat na suporta ang mga batang siyentipiko, youth 
leaders at environmentalists upang malabanan ang climate change. 

#DailyTribune 
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 Laguna de Bay 

DEMAND AND SUPPLY - Boo Chanco - The Philippine Star  

April 6, 2022 | 12:00am 

Last week, an official of PAGASA was reported to have warned that the water level at Angat 
Dam may further drop to anywhere from 173 to 175 meters by May if the hot weather persists. 
At this low level, the official warned, water rationing could be expected and water supply for 
irrigation would be halted to prioritize the need for potable water. 

The weather bureau and the National Water Resources Board (NWRB) have started cloud 
seeding operations over the Angat watershed in Bulacan to induce rain. It is hoped that cloud 
seeding will help increase the dam’s water level and alleviate a looming water shortage. 

PAGASA said the Angat watershed may return to normal by July when the probability of rainfall 
is higher because of the wet season. Until then, 20 million people depending on it will have to 
suffer, as they always do at this time of the year. 

It was totally irresponsible for a series of administrations to have done nothing about Mega 
Manila’s almost total dependence on Angat Dam for water supply. What we have now are 
measures undertaken by Manila Water and Maynilad that merely alleviates the problem by 
tapping the dirty water of Laguna de Bay. 

Strictly speaking, Laguna de Bay cannot be a source of water for purification, experts say, since 
its average depth is 2.5 meters, below the global standard of a minimum of 2.8 meters depth 
for harvesting water for purification. Manila Water and Maynilad are tapping it anyway, but the 
process of cleaning up the water is rather expensive. 

Before the pandemic, the matter of tapping Laguna de Bay had been raised because the same 
dreadful situation happens every year. The Management Association of the Philippines (MAP) 
even took the initiative of drafting an executive order to get the ball rolling in the development 
of Laguna de Bay as our water source to augment Angat Dam. 

Indeed, before we can really tap the water of our country’s largest lake, we need to protect and 
enhance the potability of Laguna de Bay’s waters. For this purpose, we need to deal with the 
sources of pollution, whether organic or inorganic from households, farms, fisheries, and 
industries. 

Before we can start to clean up the lake’s waters, we have to prevent residents and industrial 
concerns along the lakeshore from adding new pollutants. All we have done through the 
decades towards this goal is to set up an agency, the Laguna Lake Development Authority 
(LLDA), which turned out to have been totally useless. 

The draft EO prepared by the MAP sought to declare that the primary use of the lake’s water 
is to provide potable water for Mega Manila. Other purposes may be allowed, but not to the 
extent of jeopardizing the primary use. 

The draft EO sought to build public awareness by publishing daily water quality readings taken 
in strategic locations of the lake. This requires a massive information campaign among those 
in the lake watershed to enlist their help in protecting the lake and its waters. The lakeshore 
communities must be made to realize why all these are for their benefit too. 

The MAP also called for a massive reforestation program for the Laguna Lake watershed, 
implementation of zoning regulations around the lake area, as well as the strict implementation 
of all environmental laws to address water quality concerns. 
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The draft EO was sent to the Office of the President. But nothing was heard about it 
after it was submitted. Hopefully, they can resurrect it from some bureaucrat’s drawer 
so Duterte can sign it and claim it as another achievement before he bows out on June 
30. 

The draft EO really said nothing new, but was required as a basis for action. It calls for 
the concerned national agencies to strictly enforce existing laws, specially provisions in 
the law creating the LLDA. The draft EO also declares Laguna Lake as a dependable 
proximately-located water source for Metro Manila. 

MAP’s proposal for a “Save Laguna Lake Movement” has been overtaken by the 
pandemic. However, as we get back to normal, we should revive efforts to improve the 
Laguna Lake water quality so we can have another major water source for Metro Manila. 

In hindsight, maybe PNoy erred in stopping the project to dredge the lake. The Arroyo 
administration signed a deal with a Belgian company for the project to make the lake 
available as a potable water source, among other objectives. 

Sayang, because PNoy eventually lost the case when the Belgian company brought it 
up for international arbitration. The International Center for the Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID) ordered the Philippine government to pay P800 million to 
Baggerwerken Decloedt En Zoon (BDC) for scrapping the P18.7-billion Laguna Lake 
Rehabilitation Project (LLRP) in 2011. 

ICSID issued the award on Jan. 23, 2017, six years after PNoy junked the deal that was 
twice declared by then-Justice Secretary Leila M. de Lima as “legal and binding”. 

The BDC project was originally crafted to dredge the 94,900-hectare Laguna de Bay 
and deepen its average depth of 2.5 meters, and called for the creation of navigational 
channels in the waterway, which has Class C water quality deemed inappropriate for 
human consumption. 

The Belgian company, BDC, had designed the project under the official development 
assistance (ODA) scheme of Brussels and was supported by then-Belgian King Albert. 
Unfortunately, PNoy rejected the plea of the Belgian king to salvage the project. PNoy 
said the project would only transfer the silt from one part of the lake to another. 

BDC also secured 37.4 percent of the funding from a Belgian export agency to enable 
it to be covered by ODA and also secured additional financing from BNP Paribas. 

Our toxic local politics scuttled a project for which no alternative was undertaken, leaving 
us still in need to do something major to assure water supply for Mega Manila. The 
Kaliwa dam project is also a no-starter due to problems with indigenous tribes in the 
area. 

Oh well… No water during our dry spells should be a primary concern of the next 
administration. This administration failed to do anything in that area too. 

  

 

 

 

 Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/04/06/2172498/laguna-de-bay 
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Decade of Action: Green Education for 
Greener Life 

 

NEGROS. Replenishing cut-trees with new ones will help mitigate the effects of climate change. (Contributed 

photo) 

THE climate is ever changing but why can't the people change their bad habits for the 
environment? 
 
Many don't care to plant and instead produce more wastes that eventually lead to polluting the 
environment and worst of all its destruction. 
 
At its worsening condition, the climate crisis warrants emergency resuscitation and this calls 
for global action especially for big countries to take the lead since they are into carbon-
producing elements as evidenced by the mushrooming of their industries. 
 
Such projects are a global threat not only to the environment, but to the health and the peoples' 
lives. 
 
Carbon emissions, for example, contribute a lot to global warming; and science contends that 
there's a need to halt carbon wastes by controlling its production and for countries to resort to 
green technology to achieve global warming below 1.5 degrees. 
 
Climate related disasters like typhoons, floods, storm surge, droughts, heat waves, health 
crisis, food scarcity, fish kills and aquatic related problems, erratic rainfall patterns, are ill-effects 
of climate change that global and local leaders especially the people should realize and 
cognizant of. 
 
Poor countries, and people living and working in poverty and informal economy, the 
marginalized groups, women, and the young generation carry the brunt of a frenzied climate. 
 
The loss of habitats, soil erosion and desertification, all of which affects food security and 
incomes as devastating impacts of climate change that obviously affect the wellbeing of 
humanity. 
 
Yes, the world is in a critical state amidst the climate emergency as per report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) thus, stressed the need for world leaders 
to massively scale up the implementation of national climate mitigation and adaptation 
measures in consonance with the objectives of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda.  
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The 2030 Agenda dubbed as Decade of Action is aimed at ending poverty in all its forms. 
Launched in New York on September 25-27, 2015 by the United Nation, the Agenda envisages 
"a world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law, justice, 
equality and non-discrimination." 

The 2030 Agenda empowers all states to adopt and implement national climate plans to remove 
the link between Gross Domestic Product growth and environmental degradation. In the case 
of the Philippines, agriculture, forestry, and fishing posted a contraction of -0.3 percent, 
according to the Fourth Quarter 2021 report of the Philippine Statistics Authority. 
 
The report indicates that the government must take action to address the effect of GDP to the 
downtrend pattern in the country's three major sources for food security. 
 
This necessitates a synergy among government agencies and private organizations. Through 
public and private partnerships and strong people's support, the climate crisis can be 
addressed in due time. 
 
In this manner, the role of academic institutions plays a pivotal role in educating the young 
people through integration of climate change, perhaps as a separate discipline in the 
curriculum. 

For the higher education institution, climate change should be introduced as another branch of 
environmental science to give impetus to achieving a safe, secured, and sustainable 
environment. 
 
Therefore, education must be transformed to support the fight against climate change. 
 
Education leaders should invest in capacitating school workers to prepare the students for the 
world of work in a green economy for greener life and the future. 
 
It is so critical for educators to educate and train students especially on honing their skills and 
attitudes which are necessary to sustain the world for future generations that is sustainable and 
life that is resilient. 

Supporting quality journalism is also critical to providing adequate information to people on the 
climate emergency and to the fight against misinformation around climate change denial.  
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Duterte hopes new Taal evacuation 
centers will be ‘template’ for next 
admin 
By RICHA NORIEGA, GMA News 

President Rodrigo Duterte on Tuesday said that he hopes the next administration will continue 
to build evacuation centers like the new ones built for residents near Taal Volcano.  

In his Talk to the People briefing on Tuesday, Duterte said he visited the situation in Batangas 
and provided relief to the affected residents. 

“Yung last na binigyan ko ng importansya sa trabaho ko ay 'yung sitwasyon sa Taal Volcano. 
Pagdating ko doon, wala man pero maraming evacuees. Itong sa Taal, we continue with the 
monitoring hanggang sa mabalik sa normal,” he said. 

Duterte said he had ordered Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development 
(DHSUD) Secretary Eduardo Del Rosario to create a housing structure to serve as an 
evacuation center for the affected residents. 

He recounted his visit on Monday to the Mataasnakahoy Evacuation Center, one of three 
evacuation centers built outside the volcano's danger zone that were inaugurated this week. 

“...[I]sang model na evacuation center ginawa niya merong gym, may ano kwarto-kwarto, may 
conjugal rooms,” Duterte said. 

“Lahat ang nasunod, yung ano ko I think it has about 10 comfort rooms for women and another 
10 for men. 'Yun ang gusto ko na ginawa nila nasunod nila yung paningin kong anong tama, 
may mga kitchen and everything I would like the housing the remaining months to replicate 
the—at saka yun na ang parang template for the next administration. Hopefully they would build 
just like the structure I inaugurate in Batangas,” he added. 

The centers can could accommodate 150 families with four or five members each, and could 
be fitted with modular tents for the evacuees’ privacy. 

They also offer amenities including separate male and female comfort rooms, shower rooms, 
a prayer room, a kitchen, a mess hall, a clinic, and a storage room for supplies. 

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) reported 17 volcanic 
earthquakes at Taal Volcano on Sunday. 

PHIVOLCS said Alert Level 3 remains hoisted over Taal Volcano. 

It warned lakeshore communities around the volcano to be vigilant, take the necessary 
precautions against possible airborne ash and vog, and prepare for evacuation if unrest 
intensifies. 

It also advised against flying over Taal Volcano as doing so may be hazardous to aircraft. 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/827508/duterte-hopes-new-taal-

evacuation-centers-will-be-template-for-next-admin/story/?fbclid=IwAR3lVHC-

iXjuy93G6Q9CYMUUoRTUiwsMgmiATLvlAD4touMmSpaIIl8v1nI 
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No PH-China tiff, sea row can be talked 
over: PRRD 
By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 

 

NO PH-CHINA QUARREL. President Rodrigo Duterte says there is no squabble between the Philippines and China during the 
inauguration of the Binondo-Intramuros Bridge in Manila on Tuesday (April 5, 2022). Duterte expresses confidence that the 
ongoing maritime disputes between the two nations can be talked over. (Screengrab from Radio Television Malacañang) 

MANILA – Despite the Philippines’ long-standing sea disputes with China, President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte on Tuesday reaffirmed the two nations’ good relations, stressing that the 
unresolved maritime claims could be settled through diplomatic negotiations. 
 
Duterte made the remarks, as he thanked the Chinese government for being a “partner” of the 
Philippines in its ambitious “Build, Build, Build” infrastructure program. 
 
Acknowledging China’s support for his infrastructure program, Duterte said Manila has no rift 
with Beijing. 
 
“I also thank and with gratitude the People’s Republic of China for the confidence and for being 
a partner in enhancing key infrastructure projects in our country,” Duterte said during the 
inauguration of Binondo-Intramuros Bridge in Intramuros, the City of Manila which was also 
attended by Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Huang Xilian. 
 
Addressing the Chinese envoy, Duterte added: “Ambassador Huang, the Philippines and 
China, we don’t have any quarrel.” 
 
Duterte also said the Philippines and China can also discuss their territorial disputes and the 
Filipinos’ fishing rights within the contested waters. 
 
“We can talk about the Spratly Islands and probably the fishing rights of my countrymen, plain 
talk, nothing else. In doing so, our people are given the chance to experience economic growth 
and enhance productivity,” he said. 

Duterte’s statement came amid China’s expansive maritime claims in the hotly contested South 
China Sea and reported incursions into the Philippine waters. 
 
On March 14, the Department of Foreign Affairs summoned Huang after a People’s Liberation 
Army - Navy vessel was caught in “illegal incursions” into the Sulu Sea in January and February 
this year. 
 
Duterte is scheduled to hold a virtual meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping on April 8. 
 
Xi sought a dialogue with Duterte in light of a possible spillover of the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine to Asia, including the Philippines and China. 
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Xi sought a dialogue with Duterte in light of a possible spillover of the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine to Asia, including the Philippines and China. 
 
Malacañang, however, was not privy to the issues that Duterte might discuss with 
Xi. (PNA) 
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China to Philippines: Remove 

‘disturbances’ in relations 
Pia Lee-Brago  

 

This March 22, 2021 aerial photo shows Chinese vessels still present in the Julian Felipe Reef in the West 
Philippine Sea, well within the Philippine exclusive economic zone and continental shelf. 

MANILA, Philippines — China yesterday urged the Philippines to place maritime issues in 
context and “remove disturbances” in the relations between the two countries amid dangerous 
Chinese activities in the West Philippine Sea. 

The Chinese embassy in Manila said Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. held talks in Tunxi, Eastern Anhui province 
on Sunday. 

“The two sides exchanged views on the South China Sea issue and held that maritime issues 
should be placed in an appropriate position in bilateral relations,” the embassy said in a 
statement. 

Wang said China always considers the Philippines a priority in its neighborhood diplomacy, and 
such good-neighborly and friendly policy has continued to foster stability. 

“The two sides should remove disturbances, calmly and properly manage differences and not 
let them affect the overall situation of China-Philippines relations,” Wang said. 

He promised that China is ready to speed up construction of key infrastructure projects with the 
Philippines and continue to provide COVID-19 vaccine assistance and enhance public health 
cooperation according to the need of the Philippines. 

Quoting Locsin, the embassy said the Philippines’ top diplomat gave assurance that 
“Philippines-China relations have become increasingly mature and bilateral practical 
cooperation has achieved historic results, bringing lasting benefits to both sides.” 

“As a responsible major country, China is committed to independence and peaceful 
development, setting a new example in a turbulent world, Locsin said, adding that China has 
long promoted the development of other countries in the region through its own development 
and played an irreplaceable role in global economic growth,” the embassy said. 

Wang met with three foreign ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and 
exchanged views on China-ASEAN friendly relationship, regional and international topics 
including the Ukraine issue. 
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Chinese experts said the foreign ministers’ visit to China is a continuation of longstanding 
China-ASEAN relations and the tradition of negotiation and coordination over flashpoint issues, 
such as the neutrality stance over the Ukraine crisis. 

A maritime law expert last week said the Chinese Coast Guard’s activities in the West Philippine 
Sea, particularly in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, are “contrary to international law.” 

Lawyer Jay Batongbacal, director of the UP Institute for Maritime Affairs and Law of the Sea, 
cited the “close distance maneuvering” of the Chinese Coast Guard ships in the face of 
Philippine Coast Guard vessels patrolling Panatag Shoal or Bajo de Masinloc as an activity 
outlawed by The Hague ruling on the South China Sea in 2016. 

He blamed the government for China’s incursion in Philippine waters and the CCG’s dangerous 
manuevering, saying it allowed Beijing to operate in the disputed areas for almost six years 
under the Duterte presidency. 
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More maritime patrols in PH-Malaysia-
Indonesia border eyed 
By Priam Nepomuceno 

 

Deparment of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana (right), Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto (left) and 
Malaysian Defense Minister Hishammudin Hussein (center) (Photo courtesy of Secretary Delfin Lorenzana Facebook page) 

MANILA – Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana on Tuesday 
said plans are now afoot to increase maritime patrols in the tri-border areas of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and the Philippines. 

Lorenzana made this statement when asked for details of his meeting with other members of 
the Trilateral Cooperative Arrangement (TCA) last March 28. 

Speaking on the sidelines of the rites for this year's Philippine Veterans Week at the Libingan 
ng mga Bayani, Lorenzana said they are looking to deploy more fast ships and reconnaissance 
aircraft to patrol the tri-boundary areas as the strategy is working against terrorist and criminal 
groups operating in the area. 

"It has been more than two years already at there is not much kidnapping and it is very good, 
(this means) our tactic or strategy is working, so ngayon ang gusto, paigtingin pa namin yan (so 
what we want is to intensify further)," the DND chief said during the sidelines of the rites for this 
year's Philippine Veterans Week at the Libingan ng Mga Bayani. 

Lorenzana said that they are looking at the possibility of 24-hour patrols to ensure that the 
terrorist groups or religious extremists operating in the tri-boundary area of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and the Philippines will not be able to move or carry out their attacks. 

Lorenzana, Malaysian Defense Minister Hishammuddin Hussein and Indonesian Defense 
Minister Prabowo Subianto held a ministerial meeting on the TCA in Kuala Lumpur. 

"To further strengthen the security of Sulu and Sulawesi Seas, we agreed to develop the TCA 
beyond the current security landscape through multiagency combination and enhance 
intelligence in surveillance operations," he said in a previous Facebook post. 

Lorenzana said all parties have agreed to institutionalize TCA yearly, increase monitoring of 
seas, and explore the possibility of joint training on land. 

"Since the signing of the TCA in 2017, the conduct of joint patrols and sharing of intelligence 
resulted in zero incidences of kidnapping for ransom which used to be very rampant in the Sulu 
and Sulawesi Seas," he added. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1171469 
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Philippines may have nuclear projects in 3 

years, if next gov't prioritizes it — DOE 
Angelica Y. Yang  

 

This December 19, 2011 photo from Wikimedia Commons shows Bataan Nuclear Power Plant. 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines might be able to deploy nuclear projects in three years' 
time if the next administration prioritizes the inclusion of nuclear in the power mix, among 
others, according to two officials from the Department of Energy (DOE). 

This comes around a month after the Palace announced that President Rodrigo Duterte inked 
Executive Order (EO) 164 which commits the Philippines to developing a nuclear power 
program.  

It is too late for the current administration to accomplish something that will turn Duterte's 
nuclear ambitions into reality since he only has one month left before he steps down. It is up to 
Duterte's successor to adopt nuclear or reverse the policy. 

"If the next administration would want to go into this, the fastest that we can deploy nuclear is 
about three years' time," Patrick Aquino, Director of the DOE's Energy Utilization Management 
Bureau, said during a virtual event on Tuesday.  

"We need to pass the enabling legislation and most importantly, public acceptance is being 
sought at a national level and at a local level for the site-specific location of the nuclear power 
plant," he said.  

In an online exchange on Tuesday, DOE Undersecretary Gerardo Erguiza, 
told Philstar.com that the three-year period which Aquino mentioned is 'doable, but tight."  

He explained that the country can reach the timeline if: 

• the next administration will pursue a nuclear energy program and implement the 
inclusion of nuclear in the energy mix; 
  

• the government opts for small modular reactors instead of the conventional plants which 
take seven or more years to install 

• Congress passes the legal and regulatory framework required in building a nuclear 
power program. 

• The nuclear projects get the acceptance of public and stakeholders. 
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"The Philippine Energy Plan, our long term program on energy, envisions nuclear energy to 
come in in 2030, may come in as early as 2027, as projected 2 to 3 years ago," he said. 

Last month, Erguiza addressed the media's questions about the EO 164 which recognizes 
nuclear as a viable alternative which will address the projected decline of coal-fired power 
plants in the country, and help lessen carbon emissions. 

The EO orders the Nuclear Energy Program Inter-Agency Committee to conduct more studies 
on the possible use of the mothballed $2.3-billion Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, which was 
completed in 1984 but never fueled.  

The policy also mandates the task force to look at establishing other facilities which generate 
power from nuclear.  

Environment group Greenpeace Philippines has long criticized the government's nuclear plans, 
believing that the energy source will only "burden Filipino consumers economically and expose 
the country to health hazards, contamination and disaster risks."  

Meanwhile, Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi has been vocal for his support for nuclear, claiming 
that it is "really safe" and that it will help the Philippines achieve energy security.  

In an earlier interview with Philstar.com, Manila-based climate and energy policy group 
Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities Executive Director Red Constantino said the 
government's nuclear push is not consistent with its goals of modernizing the power sector- 
which must instead rely on flexible and distribution generation, with the help of renewable 
energy projects.  
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nuclear-projects-3-years-if-next-govt-prioritizes-it-doe 
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PH Covid-19 cases average remain low at 366 
per day 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 5, 2022, 4:06 pm 

 
(File photo) 

MANILA – The number of new coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases remain low 
nationwide, averaging 366 only per day in the past week, a health official said Tuesday. 

Latest data from the Department of Health (DOH) showed that the country logged 2,568 new 
infections for the week of March 29 to April 4. 

“Patunay ito na mababa na talaga ang ating case rates, nasa 1.8 percent na lamang po ang 
ating positivity rate mas mababa kumpara sa 2.1 percent noong nakaraang linggo (This is 
proof that case rates are truly low with 1.8 percent positivity rate which is lower than last week’s 
2.1 percent)," Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said during an online media 
forum. 

With the government’s continued effort, more than 66.2 million individuals are fully vaccinated 
against Covid-19 while 71.4 million have received their first dose of the life-saving jabs. 

The number of individuals with comorbidities who are now fully vaccinated have reached 8.9 
million or 93.2 percent of the target population while about 66 million or 75.9 percent of the 
elderly population have completed their primary series. 

Meantime, there are more than one million children aged 5 to 11 and nine million adolescents 
who are fully inoculated. 

As for the booster shots, about 12.2 million out of the 46.8 million eligible citizens have received 
them. 

In her presentation, Vergeire said countries with higher rates of booster and vaccination have 
seen fewer deaths in recent surges of Covid-19 cases. 

She cited that both Hong Kong and New Zealand saw a recent surge in infections due to new 
variants of coronavirus. 

However, there were 38 times more deaths per one million people in Hong Kong which 
administered less vaccine boosters compared to New Zealand. 

Vergeire noted that there are few senior citizens aged 80 years old and above who have been 
vaccinated in Hong Kong before the spread of the Omicron variant. 

“Less than 25 percent ito sa Hong Kong habang more than 90 percent naman ang 
bakunadong senior citizens sa New Zealand (It is less than 25 percent in Hong Kong more than 
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 “Less than 25 percent ito sa Hong Kong habang more than 90 percent naman ang 
bakunadong senior citizens sa New Zealand (It is less than 25 percent in Hong Kong more than 
90 percent senior citizens are vaccinated in New Zealand),” she said. “Based on studies of US 
CDC [Centers for Disease Control and Prevention], being boosted decreases the risk of 
hospitalization by 81 percent per data during the peak of Omicron variant attack." 

As over 13,000 public and private schools started face-to-face classes on Monday, the DOH 
reminded learners, parents, and teachers to continue adhering to the health protocols. (PNA) 
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No COVID wave seen this month 
By Gerard Naval -April 6, 2022 

THE Department of Health (DOH) yesterday said it does not see any surge in coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) cases until the end of April amid the relaxed mobility restrictions in most 

areas of the country. 

In a virtual press briefing, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said that based on 

the current trend, “we don’t see any significant increase in the number of cases.” 

“The positivity rate is currently at 1.8 percent. This is lower compared to the 2.1 percent from 

the previous week,” said Vergeire. 

She added that “the number of new COVID-19 cases remain low in all island groups.” 

Vergeire, however, said the projection is “not cast in stone” as there are other factors to be 

considered, including the possible entry of the new variant Omicron XE. 

“This isn’t cast in stone. This is not something that is permanent since it is merely a forecast. 

Anything can still happen,” said Vergeire. 

Given the threat of the Omicron XE and other new variants, the DOH said border control 

protocols will continue to be strictly enforced. 

“It does not mean that we have removed all our safeguards when we opened up our doors to 

tourists across the globe. It does not mean that all variants can now enter the country,” said 

Vergeire. 

“Border control remains. We still have these safety nets,” she stressed. 

The protocols, she said, include pre-departure COVID-19 testing, health screening upon arrival, 

and community monitoring. 

Vergeire said closing the borders whenever a new COVID-19 variant emerges is not conducive 

to economic recovery. 

“We cannot just always open and close our borders. We won’t be able to reach our goal of a 

new normal if we do that,” said Vergeire. 

The Inter-Agency Task Force on the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) has 

allowed the entry of fully vaccinated foreign travelers in the Philippines last month as it placed 

the National Capital Region (NCR) and more than 50 areas under the least restrictive Alert 

Level 1 of quarantine. 

The Bureau of Immigration said the number of foreign tourists has been gradually increasing 

since March and is expected to reach 12,000 per day during the summer season. 

The tourism industry is one of the most affected industries at the height of the pandemic due to 

border closures. 
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Current Covid-19 jabs effective vs. Omicron XE 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 5, 2022, 6:14 pm 

 
(Photo courtesy of PNP PIO) 

MANILA – The coronavirus jabs administered in vaccination activities nationwide remain 
effective against recombinant variants of coronavirus such as Omicron XE, an infectious 
diseases expert said Tuesday. 

Omicron XE is a combination of two Omicron sub-variants – BA.1 and BA.2. 

In an online media forum, Department of Health – Technical Advisory Group member, Dr. Edsel 
Salvana, said current Covid-19 vaccines should be effective against XE “to the same level as 
BA.2." 

“It has 30 to 40 percent protection [against infection], but against the severe disease, it's still 
pretty high around 80 percent. Kung mag-booster tayo (if we receive a booster shot), better 
than that,” he added. 

Salvana said there is always a possibility for Omicron XE to enter the country. 

“But we don’t expect it to be more severe, and we don’t expect it to dodge vaccines any worse 
than BA.1 or BA.2,” he added. 

In the same forum, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire urged fully vaccinated 
individuals to receive booster shots for an added layer of protection against new variants of the 
coronavirus. 

On Saturday, neighboring Thailand has recorded its first case of Omicron XE. 

The World Health Organization estimates that it is 10 percent more transmissible than BA.2. 
However, its severity is still being investigated. 

 So far, about 12.2 million out of the 46.8 million eligible individuals have received their booster 
shots. 

Meantime, more than 66.2 million individuals are already fully vaccinated against Covid-19 
while 71.4 million have received at least a dose of the life-saving jabs. (PNA)  

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1171473  
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Omicron XE, 10% mas nakakahawa kaysa 
stealth Omicron 
Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa April 6, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
This undated National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, NIH handout photo obtained August 1, 2021, 

shows a transmission electron color-enhanced micrograph of SARS-CoV-2 virus particles, isolated from a 
patient. 

Handout / National Institutes of Health / National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases / AFP 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Mag-ingat sa bagong tuklas na ‘Omicron XE variant’ dahil sa 10 -

porsyentong mas nakakahawa umano ito kaysa sa ‘stealth Omicron sub-variant’ base sa World 

Health Organization (WHO). 

Ito ang paalala ni infectious disease expert na si Dr. Rontgene Solante, hepe ng Adult Infectious 

Diseases and Tropical Medicine Unit sa San Lazaro Hospital, na ang XE ay kumbinasyon ng 

orihinal na BA.1 Omicron variant at ng BA.2 o ang ‘Stealth Omicron sub-variant’. 

Unang naiulat ang Omicron XE sa United Kingdom at kumalat na sa ibang bansa kabilang sa 

mga kapitbahay ng Pilipinas tulad ng Thailand. 

Kulang pa rin naman ang ibang impormasyon ukol sa Omicron XE tulad ng kung paano ito 

nakakaiwas sa proteksyon ng bakuna, magdudulot ba ito ng malubhang impeksyon at 

pagkakaospital. 

Para naman kay Department of Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, ito ang 

panahon para magpa-booster shot na ang mga kuwalipikadong Pilipino para makaiwas na 

mahawa ng nagsusulputang mga variants. 
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