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DENR: SC ruhng i b1g
consideration in Manila Bay
reclamation projects

Department of Environment  as for swimming, skin diving, and

~ and Natural Resources (DENR) other recreational activities.

Secretary Antonia Loyzaga . said  Loyzaga said the ruling also
the 2008 Supreme Court's deci-  focused on the legal and regu-
sion on the clean-up and reha- latory context of reclamation
bilitation of the Manila Bay must  activities, including the Manila
be considered in reclamation Bay Mandamus Ruling, Loyzaga
projects on the historic waters. stated. 1

In its Mandamus ruling, the “Reclamation is an envi-
High Court ordered 13 govern- ronmental issue that must be
ment agencies to clean up, reha-  addressed from a lens that con-
bmtate,al;dpresprve ManilaBay, siders the intersectionality be-
restoring and maintainingitswa-  tween ecological dynamics, so-
ters for commercial propagation  cioeconomic and build
of shellfish and milkfish, as well enmonments, and the ’ 10

FET ;,q, =. \ 4 T —
ﬁ'&-;ﬁ
DENR: SC mlll'lgpﬁ‘ blg 1"’ increase in the intensity of tropical

consideration in Manila B&y
reclamation projects 1«

costs and benefits of these activi-
ties,” Loyzaga said during the y
Multistakeholder Experts Dialogue on
Reclamaﬁonorgamzedbyﬂzgm

AsidefmmtheDENR other agen-
cies involved in implementing the
~order include the Department of
the Interior and Local Govemment
:1_1;11.6), nepmmenﬁ of Hea m(mm

mm_

ok

factored into the cumulanve u'npact
assessments and resilience analytics.
These hazards include liquefaction
and tsunami from the movements in
the Manila Trench; the West Valley
Fault and other fault systems affecting
the region; and the impacts of climate
change such as rising sea surface tem-
peratures, sea level rise, the projected

power and wal:er n she added.

Loyzaga’s statement came amid
the ongoing and future reclamation
projects at the Manila Bay.

| The areas covered by the man-
damus encompass local government
units from Metro Manila, Rizal,
Laguna, Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga
and Bataan.

mem,

e, the level of investment in terms

cyclones, extreme rainfall events,
and exposure to stgm surge and
flooding.

Loyzaga said m&imanon could
serve a beneficial purpose, citing
as successful examples much of
the city of Rotterdam, new land for
transmrtanon infrastructure and
urban expansion in Boston, and
other reclamation projects across
the globe.

She also noted that areas in
Intramuros, Luneta and the CCP
- Complex in the cities of Manila and
?asayate also reclaimed.

i/ “Ineach of these areas, howev-

ce of time, scientific knowledge,
piaginmg, evaluation and man-

W agement was achieved through

- critical and extensive collaboration

”bétween the public and private

ors, and it was maintained
pugh strong science-informed
ship and risk governance,”
said.
DENR U ;‘ rsecretary jonas

nes said reclamation drives
‘generates
e nment.
“However, rec]amatmn should
not only be confined within the
economic parameters, but also
in the context of environmen-
tal protection and conservation,
disaster risk and climate change
mitigation that are science- and
evidence-based," said Leones.
(Nicole Magmanlac)
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‘Manila Bay care must

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
said that the 2008 Supreme Court
mandamus ruling on Manila Bay
should be a precondition for all
reclamation projects within the
hmtonc body of water.

" “The most important and rgl-
evant to the dialogue is the Ma-
nila Bay Mandamus Ruling,”
DENR Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said during the
multistakeholder dialogue on
Reclamation on July 17.

In December 2008, the high court
issued a ruling directing 13 govern-
ment agencies to clean up, rehabili-
tate, and preserve Manila Bay.

The 13 agencies mentioned in
the directive were the Department
of the Interior and Local Govern-

ment, Department of Education,
Department of Health, Department

for reclamation projects

of Agriculture, Department of Public

Works and Highways, Department
of Budget and Management, Phil-
ippine Coast Guard, Philippine
National Police-Maritime Group,
Philippine Ports Authority, Met-
ropolitan Manila Development
Authority, Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System, and Local
Water Utilities Administration.

In a statement released to the
media on Wednesday, Loyzaga
said reclamation is an environ-
mental issue affecting many areas;

“Reclamation decisions must
consider interactions between
land, air and sea — and the mul-
titude of environmental factors
from the physics and chemistry
of water, biodiversity, and the de-

‘mand for sources of food, power

and water,” she said.
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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‘Shore It Up! enhances Metro Pacific’
environmental advocacy on 15th year

ETRO Pacific Investments Foundation
(MPIF), the corporate *sntl‘al respon-

sibility arm of leading mfrast’(ucture

~ conglomerate Metro Pacific Investments

Corp., marks its 15th year in helping preserve
and protect the country’s marine and coastal
ecosystems through its flagship program,

~ Shore It Up! (SIU).

To celebrate this milestone, MPIF will hosta

‘multisectoral forum titled “Enlarging Our Blue

Footprint for Philippine Marine Biodiversity
Corlwmwn’ on July 28 at the Westin Manila
Hotel in Pasig City. .

The event wih-see the convergence of
environmental stakeholders who will draft a
joint agenda, to be led by Senate Committee
Chair on Environment and Natural Resources
Sen. Cynthia Villar and Bohol congressman
Rep. Edgar Chatto, who will talk on Climate
Emergency and Multi-Actor Partnership (MAP)
on Climate and Disaster Risk Financing and
‘Insurance, respectively.

Also to be presented are the government’s
Ridge to Reef Priority Program by Department
of Environmentand Natural Resources secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, and Sustainable
Ecotourism by Department of Tourism
Undersecretary Shereen Gail Yu-Pamintuan.

The private sector will be represented by Metro
Pacific chairman, president and CEQ Manuel V.
Pangilinan, and MPIC CFO, CRO, and (SO Chaye
Cabal-Revilla who will outline the MVP Group’s
Sustainability Practices through the “Gabay
Kalikasan: Making Better Choices for Tomorrow
andBecoming Catalysts fora Cleaner, Greener, and

More Resilient Planet for Every Filipino."

“Our archipelago is teeming with world-

* renowned hubs of biodiversity and requires a

strong support system from the private sector
whenitcomestopreservation and conservation.

* We at the Foundation want to ensure that we

X ecosystemsand the communities wlthmmeﬂm

play our part in future-proofing what we have
and help mitigate climate change,” said MPIF
president Melody del Rosario.

The half-day forum will also feature eminent
speakers, marine scientists, local government
officials, and environmental experts who
will share their insights on empowering
communities through nature-based solutions
and sustainable development.

An event highlight will be an in-depth
discussion on safeguarding Tubbataha Reefs
Natural Park, a UNESCOWorld Heritagesiteand the
country’s largest marine protected area. The talk
will be delivered by the Tubbataha Management
Office Protected Area Superintendent, along with
Shore It Up! advisors and experts.

Since its inception in 2009, Shore It Up
has grown from a simple underwater and
coastal cleanup initiative to a comprehensive
environmental stewardship program. It now

“extends its efforts to vast mangrwe forests,

marine protected areas, and wetlan
national importance, beneftmg th

\ds of
the

In recent years, SIU has suppertexl two

~ Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance:

the Las Piflas—Parafiaque Wetland Park in
Manila Bay and the Tubbataha Reefs Natural
Park in Cagayancillo, Palawan.

The program has also made significant
contributions to key coastal areas, among
them Mabini, Batangas; Alaminos City,
Pangasinan, Del Carmen in Siargao Island,
Surigao del Norte; Medina, Misamis Oriental;
Cordova, Cebu, and Subic Bay.

Over the past 15 years, SIU has mobilized
over 85,000 volunteers from Metro Pacific
firms, government agencies, local government

.units, law enforcement agencies, community

organizations, civil society groups, dive industry
stakeholders, and public elementary schools.
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DELUGE IN THE NORTH Torrent:al rains and gusty winds whipped up by Typhoon Egay (international name: Dok.sun) left a trail of destruction across northern Luzon on Wednesday. In La Trinidad,
Benguet, a stretch of Pines Pa_rk Diversion Rond h_as goneunderwater and the province is “in dire need of help,” according to Benguet Rep. Eric Yap. At least five deaths were attributed to Egay, based on
repins; gathered by the Inquirer. The Naugnal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council reported one fatality and two injuries as of press time. —PHOTO FROM LA TRINIDAD MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

‘EGAY’ CUTS DESTRUCTIVE
PATH THROUGH LUZON

due to Egay from local official
sources, the National Disaster
o ‘and Cagaya n Risk Reduction and Manage-
LAOAG Cn'?-e-sierce hml-'- temporary shelters while thou- ment Council reported only
ing winds and heavy rains sands of households were left one fatality and two injured on
spawned by Typhoon “Egay” without power, as Egay burst Wednesday afternoon.
(‘mtemaﬁonal name: ,Doksuri) riv ks, uprooted  trees, It said Egay affected a total of
left at least five dead in Batan- rippéd roofs off houses and 309,909 persons, or 93,109 fami-
gas, R:zal and Ilacos Sur prov- eounded communi lies from 460 barangays in Ilo-
s, as the ty] barreled ti cos. Cagayan Valley, Cordillera
- Admin l,f_: quen' Cew
Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa,
Bicol, We&nem Vlsayas, Central
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Batangas, Gorgan Hagesater,
42, a Norwegian, drowned af-
ter he was swept away by big
waves while swimming with
his friend and compatriot
Christian Atle Hanse, 43, on
Tuesday afternoon. police said.

P173-M standby fund

President Marcos, who was
in Kuala Lumpur for a three-
day state visit, said the govern-
ment had prepared a standby
fund for disaster response,
deployed search, rescue and
retrieval teams and positioned
relief items for distribution to
affected families.

“The more than Pi73 mil-
lion standby funds and food
and non-food itemgs are ready,
and the search, rescue, and
retrieval personnel from our
Armed Forces [of the Philip-
pines], Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion, and [Philippine] Coast
Guard have been deployed,” he
said on Twitter a few hours be-

. fore Egay’s landfall.

The President reported
that electricity had been re-
stored in 93.53 percent of the
towns affected by Egay.

He said the government
was attending to the needs of
38,991 families affected by the
typhoon and the intensified
“habagat” or southwest mon-
soon across eight regions..

Malacanang said Mr. Mar-
cos instructed Social Welfare
Secretary Rex Gatchalian on
Wednesday to “continuously
coordinate” with local chief
executives and to ensure that
the national government could
augment resources should the
local government units run out
of supplies.

In its Wednesday bulle-
tin, the state weather bureau
warned the public of “violent
and life-threatening” condi-
tions in parts of northern Lu-
zon, with Egay packing max-
imum sustained winds of 175
kilometers per hour (kph) and
gusts of up to 240 kph.

If it continues to move
northwestward at 10 kph, Egay
is predicted to leave the coun-

At a resort in Calatagan,

INFRA AT RISK Tamdagan Bridge in Vintar, llocos Norte, inches
away from being engulfed by “"Egay” floodwaters, is closed to'mc
torists on Wednesday. —~PHOTO FROM BARANGAY TAMDAGAN FACEBOC

try's area of responsibility by
Thursday morning.

State of calamity

Close to 7,000 families, or
22,000 people, were displaced
in Tlocos and Cagayan Valley
regions as a result of floods
and landslides, according to
the Office of Civil Defense
and various reports from local
DRRMOs.

Data showed that more
than 3,580 families or 12,000
people were forced to stay in
evacuation centers in the two
regions, which bore the brunt
of the devastation.

Ilocos Norte was placed
under a state of calamity on
Wednesday.

During a special session,
the provincial board approved
Resolution No. 2023-07-173°
allowing officials to tap local
government's Quick Response
Fund to bring immediate relief
to affected residents.

Assessment of damage to
infrastructure, agriculture and
properties was ongoing, but pro-
vincial board member Franklin
Respicio said that so far, “hun-
dreds of millions of pesos worth
of damages to agriculture, infra-
structure and other properties,
including a number of residents
were rendered homeless” be-
cause of Egay.

Power outages affected
large parts of the province
while communication signals

were intermittent.

The northern portion of

the province remains und:
Signal No. 4 while the rest
under Signal No. 3.

Rescue operations

In Baguio City, a taxi drid
er and a car wash attendai
were rescued from a landslic
that buried a shanty within tk
compound of the Baguio Ger
eral Hospital'and Medical Cer
ter at 8 a.m. on Wednesday.

The two men sustained m
nor injuries and were treate
at the hospital, police said.

In Ilocos Norte, a man froi
the capital city of Laoag we
saved from raging floodwatei
after the Padsan River ovel
flowed. The man had been try
ing to save his livestock froi
being swept by the water,

The Benguet Electric Cc
operative said all lines wer
down in its service areas. Onl
the Mankayan substation i
Benguet province remaine
with power.

Benguet Rep. Eric’ Yap 0
Wednesday appealed to th
government to send immediat
aid for residents of Benguet.

Citing multiple unofficic
reports of dead or missing vic
tims, he said: “Benguet is in dir
need of help.. We need force
for intensified operations for di
saster rescue and relief.” —wi
REPORTS FROM REUTERS, ABBY BO
SER, FRANCES MANGOSING, JEROM
ANING, JULIE M. AURELIO, JOHN M

CHAEL MUGAS, VILLAMOR VISAYA JR
DELFIN T. MALLARI JR., ALLAN MACA
TUNO AND MADONNA T. VIROLA INQ
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- 3 casualties bemg verified,
more than 44,000 families
displaced, new LPA spotted

By AARON RECUENCO, MARTIN SADONGDONG,
ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ, and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

‘ yphoon “Egay” pounded
| Luzon and other parts of
’ the country with heavy
rains and strong winds,
leaving at least three casualties,
displacing more than 44,000
families, and damaging houses,
roads and a bridge on its path,
the National Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Council
(NDRRMC) reported yesterday.
1 Department of National De-

Teodoro Jr., who presided over
the NDRRMC meeting at Camp
Aguinaldo in Quezon City, said
they are still validating the three
reported casualties.

Based on the latest data from
the NDRRMC, one person report-
edly died and one was injured
due to a flash.flood in Cardona,
Rizal; while another person was
hurt after getting hit by falling

fense (DND) Secretary Gllberto

rocks after a soil erosion
in Nabas, Aklan I ‘ﬂo

‘Egay’ batters Luzon, leaves trail of destruction 14

“Hindi pa validated ‘yung death
(The death [report] is yet to be vali-
dated), it is still subject to validation.
We cannot assess kung gaano tayo
nakapaghanda nang lubusan hanggat
hindi matapos po itong emergency
(We cannot assess the impact of our
preparation until this emergency is
over),” he said.

The Defense chief said the
NDRRMC will prioritize rapid re-
sponse to serve the displaced indi-
viduals, ensure that basic services
are restored “as soon as possible,”
and keep the public safe from harm.

After this, Teodoro said the
NDRRMC will conduct a rapid as-
sessment to determine the extent of
damage caused by Egay.

A total of 44,356 families com-
posed of 180,439 individuals were
affected by Egay in 261 barangays
in Ilocos (Region 1), Central Luzon

(Region 3), Calabarzon (Region 4A),
Mimaropa (Region 4B), Bicol (Re-
gion 5), Western Visayas (Region 6),
Northern Mindanao (region 10), and
Soccsksargen (Region 12).

Of those affected, a total of 2,324
families or 8,917 individuals were
brought to 107 evacuation centers.

There were 49 houses that were
partially damaged while eight other
homes were totally destroyed by Egay
in Regions 1, Calabarzon, 6, 10, and 12.

“Naghahanda din po kami sa po-
sibleng pagtama ng isang low pres-
sure area na nasa ibaba po ng ating
bansa. Mamanmanan po ng PAGASA
[Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration] ang track nito (We are also
preparing for the possible impact of
a low pressure area down south of
our country. PAGASA will monitor its
track),” Teodoro said.

Meanwhile, Teodoro assured that
there is enough food, water, and other
basic necessities for all the affected
residents.

The NDRRMC said a total of
P1,049,584 worth of relief assistance
has been provided to the typhoon
victims.

President Marcos, who is in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia for a state visit,
assured that the government is pre-
pared for the effects of “Egay,” which
caused flooding in at least five regions
of the country.

‘Egay’ tracker

Typhoon Egay (international
name: Doksuri) made its second land-
fall over Dalupiri Island in Calayan,
Cagayan at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July
26, said the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration (PAGASA).
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large parts of Europe and
heatwaves, which result in devastating
s in some places I therefome

¢ - mpaetafchmate_
Cﬁﬁnﬁe paﬁxculari on the Philip;
ﬁd ow we work together to
I realize that the Phili;  lies in
“the Pacific Typhoon Belt, and that the
,qggnn'yhaslongmdured@giwasm
mg impact of typhoons; :
9 - climate cha
&m intensity and f
storms. Super 'Iyph
2013 and ette in 202

hav?&avm thei gly destructxve

dress

abletOpersonally witness the:mpa roE
g:ﬂeonlocal commumhes%lws&
"‘ .]'.I' L ‘

e

v e gly"" :
twe twhoons are not the only effect
of global warming the Philippines is
facing. As an island nation with a vast

, it is highly vulnerable to rising
sea levels Coastal erosion, freshwater
‘increased vulnerability to salinization,
and the displacement of communities
are some O{I?Edueconsequemesoftlus
phenomenon. Low-lying regions, in-
cluding Manila, are particularly at risk.
The torrential rains in the of
this year in the Southern pmvmces in,
the Philippines and the

slides and floods have again reminded
us of this fact.

Itl'uscn&s;

'Ezgligomlmtﬁ sector b’ver“the _aét defade
due to extreme weatherm Ex:r;agc
rainfall patterns, prolonged «

and increased pest infestations are ad-
versely affecting agricultural output.
Farmers face mounting challenges in
malhtamu‘gg consistent crop yields,
which leads to food scarcity andmcmas
ing prices.

e message by the Interfationsl
Panel on Climate Change prior to COP27
could notlﬁ’;'e been &lc;:arer The cli e
is changing faster our capaci
adapt. The world therefore mug del,lver
better and faster results in ad

but also already adapt to the
wef@litewduetothelrmeasmg
temperatures. Sadly, despite contributi
very little to the causes of climate
the Philippines significantly. feels |
pressure. However, while the chal]enges
a:es:gru.ﬁcant,lmﬁlsetu paint a mere
ative pmture '
aving been in th:s"ooun bvei the
past years, 1 have seen that the Philip-
has taken a determined and pro
tlve a proathén addressmg this globhl
gether with the EU, this country
has demonsl:ated consistent leadership
onthe global stnge,advocahngfm stron-

p7-21-22
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Mayon logs
fewer volcanic
uakes; Alert
evel 3 remains
By ELLALYN V. RUIZ

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs) recorded 11 low-
frequency volcanic quakes (LFVQs) and one
pyroclastic density current (PDC) in Mayon
Volcano from Tuesday, July 25, to Wednes-

: 'Ihesearedownﬁ'omp[.FVQsandfou:
PDCs during the previous 24-hour monitor-
ing of the restive volcano in Albay.

However, Phivolcs said the slow effu-
sion of lava from Mayon Volcano’s crater
continued to feed and bulk up lava flows on
the Mi-isi, Basud, and Bonga gullies on the
southern, eastern, and southeastern flanks of
therCmo ,respectively, in the past 24 hours.

Lava flows on the Mi-isi, Basud, and

Bonga gullies have maintained dlstal lengths

- of approximately 2.8 kilometers (kms), 600

meters, and 2.8 kms, respectively.

‘Phivolcs said debris was still deposited
within four kilometers of the crater from
rockfall and PDCs caused by the collapses of
the lava flow margins and the summit dome.

In the past 24 hours, Mayon Volcano had
114 rockfall occurrences.

Given these observations, Phivolcs sa1d
Mayon Volcano remains on Alert Level 3,
which means it is still in a relatively high
level of unrest and that a potentially haz-
ardous eruption may occur within weeks or
even days.

Communities near the restive volcano
are recommended to maintain increased
vigilance against lahars and sediment-laden
stream flows on channels draining the vol-
cano edifice, as heavy rainfall could cause
channel- conf;.nedlaharsandsedlment laden
stream flows.

Since Mayon Volcano’s status was up-
graded twice in the past month, first to Level
2onIune5andthentoLeve130n]une8
Phivolcs strongly advised that entry into the
six-kilometer Permanent Danger Zone be
strictly prohibited. )

Furthermore, it waned that ash fall may
occur in areas south of Mayon Volcano due to
current wind patterns.

Phivoles advised pilots to avoid flying near
the volcano’s summit because ash from a
sudden empﬁoncmbedangerous toaircraft.




