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DENR vows more aid to areas hit by Typhoon 
Odette 
 December 26, 2021, 7:41 pm 

 
ASSISTED. Department of Environment and Natural Resources employees residing in the southern part of Negros 

Occidental and who were badly affected by Typhoon Odette receive assistance on Dec. 20, 2021. Water, rice, first-aid 

kits, and clothes were immediately dispatched to the victims. (Photo courtesy of PENRO-Negros Occidental) 

MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has mounted initial 
relief operations and vowed further assistance to communities hit hard by Typhoon Odette. 

Right after the December 16 and 17 onslaught of the typhoon, DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu 
tasked Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns 
Benny Antiporda to lead relief operations in Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte. 

“Rather than prepare for a joyous Christmas, I instructed Undersecretary Antiporda to assess 
and check the situation there. This is the instruction of the President (Rodrigo Duterte) to me,” 
Cimatu said during his speech at the DENR year-end general assembly on December 22, 
attended by 1,600 employees online and 300 at the agency's multipurpose building in Quezon 
City. 

Antiporda flew to Siargao on December 19 to conduct assessment and provide the first wave 
of aid. 

“Initially, we already sent partial relief goods for them a day after the typhoon. Our DENR-
Region 11 (Davao) also traveled by land to conduct relief operations,” Cimatu shared in a news 
release on Sunday. 

He likewise urged employees to find ways to extend help to their fellow Filipinos. 

"This is an opportunity for those of us who were spared from the damage done by the Covid-
19 and Typhoon Odette to commiserate with and assist the victims. I hope that you find it in 
your heart to extend help," Cimatu said. 

The DENR also provided support, particularly cash assistance, to affected communities and 
DENR employees in Siargao, Dinagat Islands, Cebu, Bohol, Palawan, and other typhoon-hit 
provinces. 

“One thing that saddened me is the plight of the settlers within the shoreline that was badly hit,” 
Cimatu said. “With this, I will extend all my powers and privileges being the Secretary of the 
DENR. We will come to their rescue.” 

Cimatu promised that the DENR will find a way to resettle the communities. 

“To the people of Siargao and all the other victims of Typhoon Odette, the DENR will be beside 
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Cimatu promised that the DENR will find a way to resettle the communities. 

“To the people of Siargao and all the other victims of Typhoon Odette, the DENR will be beside 
you in this problem,” Cimatu said. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1163783  
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DENR commits more aid to ‘Odette’ victims 
Published December 26, 2021, 4:16 PM 

by Aaron Recuenco  

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has committed more relief 

items and other basic goods to the people severely affected by typhoon “Odette”. 

DENR SEc. Roy Cimatu said they have already conducted relief operations in Siargao Island 

in Surigao del Norte province but assured that there will be more relief items and cash 

assistance that will be sent to other areas that were devastated by the typhoon like Cebu, Bohol 

and Palawan. 

“Initially, we already sent partial relief goods for them a day after the typhoon. Our DENR-

Region 11 also traveled by land to conduct relief operations,” Cimatu said. 

He said he had already instructed officials of the department to assess and check the situation 

in the affected areas. 

Cimatu also promised that the DENR will find a way to resettle the communities in time for the 

holiday celebrations. He also instructed all concerned DENR offices for immediate response 

and guaranteed support to fellow Filipinos devastated by the typhoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/12/26/denr-commits-more-aid-to-odette-victims-4/  
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DENR dispute resolution mechanism for land 

to be rolled out more broadly 
December 26, 2021 | 10:40 pm 

 
TWITTER.COM / DENROFFICIAL 

AN Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADRs) mechanism will be rolled out more widely after it was 
piloted in land disputes, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said 
in a statement. 

“Although all the cases subjected to ADR pertain to land sector only, the ADR Officer’s 
expertise is DENR-wide and not in land alone. That’s why in 2022 we aim to roll out the ADR 
mechanism to other sectors,” LMB Director Emelyne V. Talabis said. 

Ms. Talabis said that matters dealing with ADR are not focused on land alone, even though the 
agency most practiced in dealing with ADRs is the Land Management Bureau (LMB). 

In 2016, guidelines on the adoption of the ADR mechanism were issued covering land 
management and disposition, where they were implemented by 2018. 

Since then, 1,020 cases were referred to ADR, with some 281 cases under proceedings. 

A total of 739 ADR cases were mediated, with 321 disputes or 43% to the total being settled. 
The remaining 418 failed to reach a settlement. 

“43% is quite an accomplishment and a big leap from the almost zero settlements we had 
before the adoption of the ADR mechanism in LMB,” Ms. Talabis said. 

The proposal is pursuant to the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2004 and DENR 
Administrative Order 2005-18, which calls for the adoption of the ADR procedures in the 
resolution of conflict. 

The DENR legal affairs office said it does not encourage litigation when dealing with land 
disputes, as it is often costly and tedious. 

“We leverage the environment and natural resources to foster sustained peace instead of 
litigiousness among stakeholders,” DENR Assistant Secretary Michelle D. Go said. “Sustained 
peace will hasten the attainment of the development objectives of the department which will 
definitely have a ripple effect on the societal goals of inclusive growth and poverty reduction.” 

DENR Regional Offices in Regions II, V, VI, X, and the Cordillera Administrative Region were 
among the first to institutionalize the ADR mechanism in their jurisdictions. 
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DENR Regional Offices in Regions II, V, VI, X, and the Cordillera Administrative Region were 
among the first to institutionalize the ADR mechanism in their jurisdictions. 

The comprehensive ADR accreditation training program has continued through online 
platforms over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/denr-dispute-resolution-mechanism-for-land-to-be-

rolled-out-more-broadly/?fbclid=IwAR03G7jncekEHGJEvtD--Z-uQ4tvGwJz7-

uvm1rxf4lGr32BtBYm8x5vQQA  
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Recycled trash vs. trash: A great way to prevent 
marine pollution in Baseco 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Dec 26 2021 03:25 PM 

 

A worker from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) places a trash-

trap made of used soft drink bottles along the coast of Manila Bay in Baseco Compound in 

Manila on Sunday. The water boom were placed to prevent trash coming from the community 

to end up in the bay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/multimedia/photo/12/26/21/how-recycled-trash-

prevents-trash-trap-in-baseco  
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Basura nagkalat sa Rizal Park matapos dagsain 
noong Pasko 
Anna Gabrielle Cerezo, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Dec 26 2021 08:50 AM 

 
Mga basurang naiwan sa Luneta Park, Maynila kasunod ng pagdiriwang ng Pasko. Anna Gabrielle Cerezo, ABS-CBN 

News 

MAYNILA - Tulad ng nga nakaraang taon, hindi naiwasan ng mga Pinoy na mag-iwan ng 
basura nila sa Rizal Park (o Luneta Park) matapos magdiwang ng Pasko. 

Ayon sa record ng mga guwardiya, nasa 170,000 ang taong namasyal sa parke noong Sabado, 
Araw ng Pasko. 

Ang mga nakapalibot na kalat sa parke ay hindi naman tulad noong mga Pasko bago mag-
pandemya, kung saan tila gabundok ang mga naipon na basura. 

Ayon sa mga gwardya na nakabantay sa Luneta, tuloy-tuloy ang pagkuha ng mga tagalinis sa 
napupunong basurahan. 

Nagsimula ang pamumulot sa mga iniwang bote, plastik, gamit na face mask at tira-tirang 
pagkain bandang alas-10 ng gabi noong Sabado at nitong madaling araw ng Linggo. 

May masangsang ring amoy sa ilang bahagi ng parke dahil sa mga naiwang panis na pagkain 
at mga bote ng inumin. 

Sa labas naman ng Luneta Park, nagkalat sa gilid ng kalsada ang mga basura, karamiha'y 
plastic cups. 

Wala pang tala ang lokal na pamahalaan kung ilang toneladang basura ang nakuha sa 
naturang pasyalan. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/26/21/basura-naiwan-kasunod-ng-pasko-sa-rizal-

park?fbclid=IwAR0fn8lG42Xw20BUjsXOLFZiuh1q5P9TfuWTg4pxQrG2Mkc6ACg50okXj6

o  
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What is our climate action plan? 
BYATTY. JOSE FERDINAND M. ROJAS II DECEMBER 27, 2021 

 

After Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai) hammered central Philippines, the damages 

and losses are staggering. In the latest report by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Council, Typhoon Odette affected 1.1 million Filipinos in 3,238 barangays, 

claimed 156 lives, and damaged houses, infrastructure, and agriculture amounting to 

P390,587,949. The typhoon also cut off power, water, and communication lines. At least 12 

cities and municipalities were declared under a state of calamity. (Source: Climate Change 

Commission (CCC) Facebook page) 

Until now, there are places with no power, water, or telephone and Internet service. We heard 

that drinking water is being sold at absurd prices. Recovery will take time, which has always 

been the case, so sometimes we wonder why we never learn. 

In the midst of the destruction, help does not come fast enough. It’s a good thing that there are 

groups and organizations that are working together to be able to bring relief to those who are 

in need. They still need our support, however, so if we have the means to help them we should 

not hesitate to do so. 

We can be sure that Typhoon Odette will not be the last one to bring extreme devastation to 

the country. Because of climate change, we should even expect the arrival of more powerful 

typhoons in the future, which is why preparation is of utmost importance. Shouldn’t we—both 

the government and the  citizens—be preparing now? 

The CCC explains: As the level of global warming continues to increase, these extreme weather 

events and other climate impacts are becoming severe, and may be irreversible, threatening to 

further set back our growth as a nation. The rise in temperature intensifies the water cycle, 

bringing more intense rainfall and associated flooding, as well as more intense drought in many 

regions. 

It is important to strengthen adaptation actions at the local level in order to build community 

resilience against extreme climate-related events, says the CCC. Planting trees and 

propagating mangroves will be beneficial. We must also take our carbon emissions seriously 

and do everything to minimize or decrease our current levels—as an individual, as a family unit, 

as a community, and as a nation. 

CCC adds that national agencies and local government units must have stronger consideration 

of climate science in crafting policies and implementing projects and programs for our most 

vulnerable regions. Companies, businesses, and households have to be more aware of the 

specific climate risks and hazards in their area. A systems-wide transformation is necessary to 

climate-proof our future, if that is at all possible at this point. This transformation would require 

a shift in every aspect of planning and investing for development. 
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Typhoon Odette serves as a powerful reminder of how extreme weather can destroy entire 

towns and cause extreme suffering and damage after just a few hours in our territory. While 

there is still a bit of time left, I hope that we would finally heed nature’s warning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/12/27/what-is-our-climate-action-plan/   
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Monsoon, but no storm into the New Year 
Michael Punongbayan - The Philippine Star December 27, 2021 | 12:00am 

 

In a 24-hour forecast, PAGASA said Cagayan Valley, Bicol region, Apayao, Kalinga, Ifugao, Mountain Province, 
Aurora and Quezon province may experience cloudy skies with rains. It warned that this may result in possible 

flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at times heavy rains. 
PAGASA 

 

MANILA, Philippines — No typhoons are expected to enter the Philippine area of responsibility 

in the next five days, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 

Administration (PAGASA) said yesterday. 

However, the northeast monsoon or amihan will continue to affect the country and bring cloudy 

skies with rains in various parts of the country, especially in Luzon. 

In a 24-hour forecast, PAGASA said Cagayan Valley, Bicol region, Apayao, Kalinga, Ifugao, 

Mountain Province, Aurora and Quezon province may experience cloudy skies with rains. It 

warned that this may result in possible flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at times 

heavy rains. 

Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon may experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated 

light rains caused by the northeast monsoon. 

PAGASA said the Visayas and Mindanao may also have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with 

isolated rain showers that may result in possible flash floods or landslides during severe 

thunderstorms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/12/27/2150279/monsoon-no-storm-new-year  
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PH logs 433 new Covid cases 
By Kaithreen Cruz December 27, 2021 

 

THE country logged 433 new cases of Covid-19 on Sunday, the Department of Health (DoH) 
said. 

The cases pushed total infections to 2,838,640. 

The DoH said 4,032 of the total cases were mild and asymptomatic, 3,339 were moderate, 
1,777 were severe and 374 were critical. 

There were 13 new deaths recorded, bringing Covid-19 fatalities to 51,200. 

Recoveries totaled 2,777,918. 

The positivity rate was at 2 percent, after 21,116 tests were conducted last December 24. Two 
testing laboratories were closed on that date, and six laboratories failed to upload data to the 
Covid-19 Document Repository System. 

The national utilization rate for intensive care unit (ICU) beds was 17 percent, 20 percent for 
isolation beds, and 10 percent for ward beds. 

In the National Capital Region, the utilization rate was 17 percent for ICU beds, 18 percent for 
isolation beds and 15 percent for ward beds. 

The DoH again reminded the public not to be complacent against the threats of Covid-19 and 
to continue the strict observance of minimum health protocols. 

It also urged the people to get their Covid-19 shots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/12/27/news/national/ph-logs-433-new-covid-

cases/1827322  
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OCTA: Metro Manila COVID-19 reproduction 
rate up back to 0.70 amid holidays 
Franco Luna - Philstar.com December 26, 2021 | 11:13am 

 

Filipino Catholics crowd the street fronting the Immaculate Conception Cathedral of Cubao in Quezon City as 
they attend the sixth Misa de Gallo on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 2021. 

The STAR / Miguel de Guzman 

MANILA, Philippines — After reaching a low of 0.42 in mid-December, the COVID-19 
reproduction number in Metro Manila now stands at 0.70 as of Wednesday, December 22, the 
OCTA Research Group said Sunday.  

The term reproduction rate refers to the number of persons a COVID-19 positive individual can 
infect. The new 0.70 figure is up from the first week of December from November 29 to 
December 5, when the reproduction rate was at 0.35. The new number, however, is still well 
below the critical level of 1.4. 

In a statement, the independent pandemic monitor said that the Metro's reproduction number 
has historically dipped during the holidays possibly due to many people going back to their 
home provinces for the holidays. 

"If we compare this with last year, the reproduction number also spiked before the holidays, 
followed by a dip during the holidays [and] then an uptick by the first week of January 
2021,"  OCTA Research fellow Guido David said. 

"The holiday uptick may explain the increasing reproduction number and positivity rate. On the 
other hand, a continued increase in the reproduction number during the holidays would indicate 
a pattern not observed in December 2020." 

According to David, the reproduction number in the NCR "based on testing has also increased 
to 0.79." Numbers based on testing, he said, are a "more accurate measure... because it is not 
affected by backlog." 

This comes after Metro Manila recorded 201 new COVID-19 cases on Christmas Day, the 
highest out of any region on that day per data from the Department of Health. 
Within the capital region, the cities of Manila, Quezon, and Las Piñas topped daily cases with 
58, 25, and 20 new cases for that day respectively.  
Outside of the 201 infections reported in the National Capital Region, the next-highest 
provinces on the list were Cavite, Iloilo, and Negros Occidental with 19, 15, and 15 cases 
tallied.  

"Whatever the case may be, we must continue to be vigilant and practice minimum public health 
standards as we enjoy the rest of the holidays. People with colds symptoms should be mindful 
of mingling with other people," David also said.  

✓ 
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"Whatever the case may be, we must continue to be vigilant and practice minimum public health 
standards as we enjoy the rest of the holidays. People with colds symptoms should be mindful 
of mingling with other people," David also said.  

The entire Philippines is set to remain under Alert Level 2 for the rest of the year.  

To date, health authorities have recorded 2.84 million coronavirus cases around the country 
since the pandemic began. 9,376 of these remain classified as active cases who have neither 
recovered or passed away.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/12/26/2150202/octa-metro-manila-covid-19-

reproduction-rate-back-070-amid-holidays  
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Over 1.9-million gov't procured AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 jabs arrive in PH 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Dec 26 2021 09:17 PM 

MANILA — The Philippines on Sunday received more than 1.9 million doses of the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. 

The 1,957,000 doses of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, procured by the government, arrived 
in Manila before 7 p.m. 

This brings the total number of COVID-19 vaccines delivered to the Philippines to over 200 
million doses, of which more than 100 million have already been administered to Filipinos as of 
Dec. 21, according to the ABS-CBN Investigative and Research Group. 

"Another milestone po, almost 208 million doses po ngayon ang ating natanggap na po, ang 
arrivals po ng bakuna dito sa ating bansa," National Task Force Against COVID-19 Assistant 
Secretary Wilben Mayor said. 

(This is another milestone. We have already received almost 208 million vaccine doses.) 

The Food and Drug Administration last week approved the use of Pfizer-BioNTech's jab on 
children aged 5 to 11 years old. 

FDA director general Eric Domingo said the vaccine is 90 percent effective on children in the 
age group, with "very mild" adverse effects observed. 

Government plans to roll out COVID-19 vaccine jabs for children aged 5 years old and above 
as early as January 2022. The planned dosage will be at 10 micrograms, a smaller amount 
than what adults receive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/26/21/over-19-m-astrazeneca-covid-19-jabs-arrive-

in-ph  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ungv7FFgvOk&ab_channel=GMANews  
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