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4 Caves in Luzon Reclassifies for Proper 
Management Conservation 

by Village Connectabout 20 hours ago 

 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has approved the 

reclassification of four caves in the provinces of Abra, Quezon, and Albay for proper 

management and conservation. 

The DENR, through its Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), Regional and Provincial 

offices,  reclassified from Class I to Class II the Ganway Cave in Brgy. Malamsit, Penarrubia 

town and the Quitinday Cave in Brgy. Quitinday, Jovellar town, both in the province of Albay. 

Sung Wan Cave in Brgy. Lawigue, Tayabas City, Quezon province was also reclassified from 

Class I to Class II. 

Meanwhile, Palale Cave in Brgy. Ibaba Palale in Tayabas City was moved from Class II to I. 

DENR refers to Class I caves as those with delicate and fragile geological formations, 

threatened species, and archeological and paleontological values. 

Caves under this category may only be used for “mapping, photography, educational, and 

scientific purposes” due to their natural values and hazardous conditions. These are closed for 

ecotourism activities. 

Meanwhile, Class II caves contain areas or portions with hazardous conditions and sensitive 

geological, archeological, cultural, historical, and biological values or high-quality ecosystems. 

Caves under Class II can be used for guided educational tours and visits led by experienced 

cavers. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179592  

 

https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179592
https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
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DENR OIC Secretary Ernesto D. Adobo, Jr. said the classification of the caves is pursuant to 

the DENR Administrative Order No. 2003-29 or the Implementing Rules and Regulations of 

Republic Act No. 9072 or the National Caves and Cave Resources Management and Protection 

Act of 2001 to assess the value of the cave and ascertain its appropriate use. 

Under the law, the DENR is tasked to plan, develop, and implement a national program for the 

management, protection, and conservation of caves and cave resources. 

“Finding the middle ground where the critical importance of caves to the country’s biodiversity 

and the critical role they have to the nation’s socio-cultural heritage meet   demonstrates the 

distinct mandate of the DENR to secure the sustainability of the country’s rich natural resources 

and their benefits to our people,” Adobo said. 

With nature-based ecotourism as a critical sector to the country’s tourism industry, Adobo 

pointed out the pandemic “has highlighted the crucial role the DENR plays ” in setting the 

standards on the development of  country’s natural resources, like water bodies and caves, 

according to their  beneficial uses. 

“These initiatives set a road to more resilient and regenerative nature-based tourism practices 

that illustrate their natural resilience and, as a result, enable the public to enjoy these natural 

assets in perpetuity,” Adobo added. 

Before their reclassification, the caves have been assessed for safety and supply of oxygen, 

high endemism and presence of threats and hazards, safety of its areas as potential ecotourism 

sites, and absence of hazardous conditions. 

DENR-BMB OIC-Director Natividad Y. Bernardino said that concerned DENR field offices have 

conducted a re-assessment prior to the reclassification through their cave assessment teams 

to evaluate changes in the cave and cave resources. 

“Caves harbor unique fauna, some of which can be sources of raw materials for food, while 

others such as bats contribute to pollination that provide food for people and other 

animals,” Bernardino said. 

She reminded the public to follow the protocols for safe caving. 

“Visit tourism centers and ask for Department of Tourism-accredited cave guides who will help 

in navigating caves safely,” Bernardino said. “Wear proper caving attire and follow proper cave 

decorum to minimize the impact of ecotourism on caves, as well as ensure visitor safety.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/4-caves-in-luzon-reclassifies-for-proper-

management-conservation/10110  

 

https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/4-caves-in-luzon-reclassifies-for-proper-management-conservation/10110
https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/4-caves-in-luzon-reclassifies-for-proper-management-conservation/10110
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/posts/pfbid02p6Yhh524h69dfkAQKYNoy5v5hrxmCiSra

SfKywoCp1tF1CvfEw4oJPYt5MZEcDqDl  

 

https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/posts/pfbid02p6Yhh524h69dfkAQKYNoy5v5hrxmCiSraSfKywoCp1tF1CvfEw4oJPYt5MZEcDqDl
https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/posts/pfbid02p6Yhh524h69dfkAQKYNoy5v5hrxmCiSraSfKywoCp1tF1CvfEw4oJPYt5MZEcDqDl
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Samar hosts PH's largest cave system – 
spanning 7 kilometers 
July 24, 2022 

THE Philippines has over 3,100 known caves. Featuring 12 chambers over its seven-kilometer 
span, the Langun-Gobingob Cave in Samar is the king of them all. 
 
Discovered by Italian Guido Rossi in 1987, it was opened to the public in 1990. 

 
Inside the Langun-Gobingob Cave is possibly one of the largest flowstones on the planet, easily as tall as a small 

skyscraper. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

In celebration of the Year of the Protected Areas (YOPA), people must be convinced to 

conserve the country's 246 protected areas, as well as encourage them to visit the sites 

themselves. 

Samar Island, overshadowed by more popular places like Palawan and Boracay, is not usually 

considered a top tourist destination, owing to its long history as a hotbed for insurgencies and 

a punching bag for typhoons. Though the Philippines' third largest island exudes rugged 

beauty, its real value as an ecotourism destination lies beneath the earth. 

"Samar is unique because it is a karst landscape made primarily of limestone. Millions of years 

of weathering has created numerous caves and sinkholes on the island. Caves are special 

ecosystems which harbor highly-evolved fauna, most of which have adapted to darkness," 

Anson Tagtag, head of the Caves, Wetlands and Other Ecosystems Division of the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), said. 

The constant dripping of water for instance leaves minute traces of minerals like calcite. Over 

time these traces pile up to form hanging stalactites and their inverted kin, stalagmites. 

The Langun-Gobingob Cave is part of the Samar Island Natural Park (SINP), one of YOPA's 

six highlighted parks. The others are the Bongsanglay Natural Park in Masbate, Apo Reef 

Natural Park in Occidental Mindoro, Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural Park in Negros Oriental, 

Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary in Davao Oriental and Mt. Timpoong Hibok-Hibok 

Natural Monument in Camiguin. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/24/public-square/samar-hosts-phs-largest-cave-

system-spanning-7-kilometers/1851968  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47886&ename=Philippines&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1248185936&ename=Guido%20Rossi&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=687716722&ename=Samar%20island&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=879933171&ename=Natural%20park&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1710273751&ename=Bongsanglay%20Natural%20park&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2570145355&ename=Apo%20Reef%20Natural%20park&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2570145355&ename=Apo%20Reef%20Natural%20park&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47890&ename=Mindoro&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/24/public-square/samar-hosts-phs-largest-cave-system-spanning-7-kilometers/1851968
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/24/public-square/samar-hosts-phs-largest-cave-system-spanning-7-kilometers/1851968
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DENR Welcomes Philspada Lady Warriors 
 Saturday, July 23, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Legal, 

Administration, Human Resources and Legislative Affairs Ernesto D. Adobo, Jr. (9th from left, 

2nd row) welcomes members of the Philippine National Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team 

under the Philippine Sports Association for the Differently Abled (PHILSPADA) during their 

courtesy call at the DENR Central office on July 20, 2022 in celebration of the 44th National 

Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week. Adobo called for public support for the Lady 

Warriors as they brace for the 11th ASEAN Para Games in Solo, Indonesia from July 30 to 

August 6, 2022. DENR employee Cathreen Gem Tanyag of the Strategic Communication and 

Initiatives Service (SCIS) (4th from left, front row) is a proud member of the national team. Also 

in photo are: Assistant Secretary for Human Resources, Strategic Communication and Sectoral 

Initiatives Hiro V. Masuda (7th from left, 2nd row), SCIS Director Khalil S. Bayam, Stakeholders 

Management and Conflict Resolution Division Chief Julie G. Ibuan, Climate Change Service 

Director and Gender and Development Office concurrent Director Elenida Dr. Basug (from left 

to right, 2nd row, respectively). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-welcomes-philspada-lady-warriors/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/denr-welcomes-philspada-lady-warriors/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-search-for-mx-tagis-kalikasan-2022/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-welcomes-philspada-lady-warriors/
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CEMEX’s Solid Cement receives Waste-to-
Energy award from DENR-EMB 
BYBMPLUS JULY 22, 2022 

 
CEMEX’s Solid Cement receives Waste-to-Energy award from DENR-EMB 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources – Environmental Management Bureau 

(DENR-EMB) recently conferred on Solid Cement Corporation the Award in Exemplary 

Operations in Small Scale Waste-to-Energy Operations. 

Solid Cement, a subsidiary of CEMEX Philippines, has received the award for two consecutive 

years. “This award validates how sustainability is embedded in our operations, and we will 

continue with our efforts to recover energy from waste and pursue clean energy as part of our 

goal to become a net-zero CO2 company by 2050,” Santiago Ortiz, Solid Cement Plant Director 

said. 

CEMEX has more than 25 years of international experience in waste management through co-

processing, with nearly 95% all its cement plants around the world equipped with specialized 

facilities operated by highly trained engineers. 

In the Philippines, Solid Cement has been using alternative fuels in accordance with both global 

and local standards. The company’s facilities are ISO-certified and adheres to the Ecological 

Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. 

To date, CEMEX has partnered with more than 20 local government units (LGUs) and private 

companies for waste management. Many partners have already acknowledged the value that 

CEMEX offers in terms of diverting their residual wastes which will otherwise go to municipal 

landfills or water systems. 

This initiative is in line with CEMEX’s Future in Action agenda, a global strategy which focuses 

on reducing CO2 emissions by 35% by 2025 and around 40% by 2030. The ultimate goal of 

CEMEX is to become a net-zero CO2 company by 2050. 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/22/cemexs-solid-cement-receives-waste-to-

energy-award-from-denr-emb/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/22/cemexs-solid-cement-receives-waste-to-energy-award-from-denr-emb/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/22/cemexs-solid-cement-receives-waste-to-energy-award-from-denr-emb/
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LGUs push passage of policy on national 
single-use plastic 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR JULY 24, 2022 

 
Pixabay/Rita E/UNEP.org 

Areas must develop tailored approaches to phasing out single-use products based on local contexts. 

Local government units (LGUs), through ordinances, are pushing for a national law that will 

comprehensively and effectively address single-use plastics, advocates said during a recent 

joint webcast by Cebu Technological University and The Climate Reality Project Philippines. 

“As of 2019, 489 cities and municipalities, or about 30 percent of [LGUs] in the country, have 

some form of policy to regulate the use of plastics, particularly plastic bags,” said Ian Soqueño, 

Anti Single-Use Plastics lead of Climate Reality Philippines. The webcast was the second 

episode of Klima Ug Kalikupan, a news release said. 

Citing data from the National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC), Soqueño said 

the local ordinances have different scopes, different definitions of single-use plastics and 

different sanctions. 

He also noted that all regions in the country, except in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao, have LGUs regulating plastics. 

Pending bills, existing laws 

Soqueño noted that two bills were filed in the 17th Congress that sought to address the concern 

on single-use plastics. 

House Bill 9147, or the proposed Single-Use Plastic Products Regulation Act, was already 

approved on third reading at the House of Representatives. It was a consolidation of about 40 

bills that aims to phase out and eventually totally ban the use of single-use plastics in the 

country. 

It also mandated companies or plastic producers to create programs and measures that will 

manage plastic waste. 

However, it did not flourish in the Senate. 

“[The Senate] wanted the extended producer-responsibility scheme,” making the House create 

a bill that would “complement the Senate bill,” Soqueño said, pertaining to Senate Bill 2425 and 

House Bill 10696, or the Extender Producers Responsibility Act. 

The consolidated bill that solely focused on extended producer responsibility schemes has 

been approved by both houses of Congress, but may lapse into law after no action was made 

by President Duterte. 

Soqueño also lamented the failure of concerned agencies to fully implement Republic 
Act 9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lecruz/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/24/lgus-push-passage-of-policy-on-national-single-use-plastic/
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Soqueño also lamented the failure of concerned agencies to fully implement Republic Act 9003, 

or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. 

“Had we implemented this law right, we wouldn’t have this much of a problem on plastics,” he 

said. 

He explained that the law mandates the NSWMC to formulate and update a list of Non-

Environmentally Acceptable Products (NEAPs) and determine a phase-out period for the 

products. 

While the law has been in effect since 2000, it was only last year that the NSWMC released a 

list of NEAPs. 

“It’s not even a promulgated list. It’s a draft list … that was not yet approved by the agencies 

that advise the Commission…. Twenty-two years since the law was enacted, the draft list 

includes only two items—plastic soft drink straws and coffee stirrers,” he lamented. 

Banning single-use plastics is not anti-poor 

Soqueño pointed out that there are ways to shift to more sustainable systems without leaving 

low-income families behind, the Climate Reality news release said. 

“A lot has been said about the advocacy against single-use plastics being anti-poor and that it 

will not help Filipinos who could only afford products in sachets…. Even before sachets, we 

have working systems on these kinds of products, such as refilling systems,” he explained. 

He shared how multinational companies are circumventing the definition of single-use plastics. 

They do not consider sachets as single-use plastics because they are composed of other 

materials other than plastics. 

“This is why bills were designed to include an eventual phase-out of single-use plastics instead 

of an outright ban. This way, we can promote the development of eco-friendly products and 

develop alternative systems and approaches, such as refilling systems and zero-waste sari-

sari stores,” he said. 

He added that the government should find ways to address gaps, including those who will lose 

their jobs because of the ban of single-use plastics. 

Roxanne Doron, founder and executive director of Bisdak Pride, supported Soqueño’s position. 

“It [sachet system] is destructive. Our old system of tingi-tingi used to be sustainable but this 

has been destroyed by multinational firms. I have traced the history of this profit-centered drive 

from companies that has resulted in this waste problem,” Doron said. 

Waste management in Cebu 

Doron noted that a conference in April aimed at finding solutions to Cebu’s 30-year garbage 

problem. 

“In the conference, the city government expressed that they will embark on a people-driven 

solid-waste management. It is commendable because the leadership should guide the people 

on solid waste management. If your leadership is good, people will follow. Since Mayor Michael 

Rama is about to start his mandate, I hope that there is follow-through,” he said. 

Doron noted that Cebu City already has ordinances in place to address the plastic problem. 

These include the ban on plastic shopping bags on Wednesdays and Saturdays and the 

prohibition of foam food containers and single-use plastics in all public events in the city. 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179592  
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“The bigger question is why is it that there is still waste around the city? The problem here lies 

in the supply because if you cut the supply there will be less supply. We have ordinances on 

waste disposal but we do not have restrictions on waste production,” Doron said. 

The Cebu City Council enacted an ordinance last year totally banning all single-use plastic 

materials in all business establishments. However, the ordinance still needs the signature of 

the local chief executive. 

Image credits: Pixabay/Rita E/UNEP.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/24/lgus-push-passage-of-policy-on-national-

single-use-plastic/  
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Oceana lauds local protection calls for Panaon 
Island 
By Sarwell Meniano July 23, 2022, 11:59 am 

 
UNDERWATER GEM. A coral in Panaon Island in Southern Leyte. The environmental group Oceana has welcomed the 

call of local governments in Panaon Island to designate through legislation their marine habitat and sanctuaries as 

one of the Philippines' protected areas. (Photo courtesy of Oceana) 

TACLOBAN CITY - Environmental group Oceana has welcomed the call of local governments 
in Panaon Island of Southern Leyte to designate through legislation their marine habitat and 
sanctuaries as one of the country’s protected areas. 

In a statement on Friday, Oceana said mayors of the towns of Liloan, Pintuyan, San Francisco, 
and San Ricardo recently filed separate resolutions pledging their support for the efforts to 
include Panaon Island in the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS). 

The Island’s underwater is home to coral reefs included in the priority regions for conservation, 
reefs with the potential to withstand the impacts of climate change and repopulate neighboring 
reefs, according to the group. 

“These resolutions from the municipalities of Panaon Island are testament of the island 
communities’ clamor to save the precious marine resources that they depend on for livelihood 
and food. While it is true that the waters surrounding the island are home to incredibly rich 
marine resources, without ample protection these remain vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change and other environmental challenges,” said Oceana Vice President Gloria Estenzo 
Ramos. 

According to the resolutions from Liloan and Pintuyan, “designating Panaon Island as a 
protected area will not only ensure the perpetual existence of the marine organisms by 
promoting managed access and regulated utilization of the resources, but also further enhance 
cooperation among national government, local government and concerned private 
organizations.” 

The ENIPAS Act of 2018 amended the NIPAS Act of 1992 with enhancements to state policies 
and legislation for all protected areas and provisions for accountability of those mandated to 
protect the environment. 

According to Oceana, the corals surrounding Panaon Island are strong contenders for national-
level protections. 

Oceana is an international advocacy organization dedicated to protecting the world’s 
oceans. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179592  
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Managing Local Plastic Pollution, Tools and 
Lessons from the ASEANO Project 

by Village Connectabout 12 hours ago 

 
Lined with beautiful, swaying trees, the Imus River gives life to a community in Cavite. Millions of Asian villages 

are situated along similar rivers and streams 

The ASEAN-Norwegian Cooperation Project on Local Capacity Building for Reducing Plastic 

Pollution in the ASEAN Region (ASEANO Project) is a regional capacity building project. The 

pilot site in the Philippines was the Imus River Basin in Cavite, which is one of the major 

tributaries of Manila Bay. 

Funded by the Government of Norway, Project ASEANO is led by the Norwegian Institute for 

Water Research (NIVA) and the Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS) Indonesia in 

close collaboration with the PEMSEA Resource Facility and ASEAN Secretariat under the 

purview of the endorsing ASEAN sectoral body, the ASEAN Working Group on Coastal and 

Marine Environment (AWGCME). 

 
The Imus River Watershed is one of six river systems located in the Philippine province of Cavite, south of Manila. 

The main goal of the ASEANO project is to build capacity to tackle plastic pollution from key 

sources in the ASEAN region through improved knowledge on sources, releases, transport, 

plus the ultimate fate of plastic pollution. The project promotes the development of sound and 

sustainable measures to reduce the impacts of plastic pollution and their implications on 

socioeconomic development and the environment. It focuses on the local level, with the 

Philippines’ Imus River and Indonesia’s Citarum River as its two Southeast Asian project sites. 

The results of the project will be synthesized into knowledge products (LGU toolkit, policy best 

practices handbook, monitoring tools and technologies for plastics management, etc.) that can 

be used as a reference by local governments across the ASEAN region with similar priority 

management concerns. 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179592  
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Please have fun with our interactive map to understand the challenges and solutions needed 

to clean up Asia’s rivers. 

Parts of the Imus River in Cavite are still in relatively good condition, with ample vegetation and 

aquatic life. Shown is a lush upland riverscape in Silang, where fish and small crabs still 

abound. 

It flows into Manila Bay, a known pollution hotspot. Rivers like it often act as major pathways to 

transport waste, particularly non-biodegradable plastics. Most of the land-based waste which 

enters rivers inevitably end up in the ocean. 

The watershed is comprised of 36 main river segments and 56 perennial or permanent streams 

with a total length of 186.15 kilometers. Its total drainage area spans 11,259.80 hectares. A a 

total of 222 barangay communities are fully or partially situated within the boundaries of the 

watershed, which as of 2015 hosted at least 1,351,057 people. 

Its elevation ranges from zero to 655 meters above sea level, dividing it into three sub-

watersheds, each with its own unique characteristics. 

The river system begins in the cooler upland area covering parts of Silang, Amadeo and 

Tagaytay. A central hilly area covers parts of Imus, Bacoor and the majority of communities in 

Dasmariñas and Silang. Near the humid coastline are lowland portions covering parts of Kawit, 

Imus and Bacoor. 

 

Normal mean temperatures ranged from 26.20°C to 28.53°C, while average total annual rainfall 

ranged from 2,265.69 mm to 2,483.05 mm. The average water flow during wet season was 

1,601.84 liters per second, while the average water flow during dry season was 1,337.42 liters 

per second. 90.67% of Cavite, the province hosting the Imus River,  is classified as alienable 

and disposable land, divided into production land (55.24%) and built-up areas (44.76%). 

For more detailed and technical information, please check out MAPS and PUBLICATIONS. 

 

Source: https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/managing-local-plastic-pollution-tools-and-

lessons-from-the-aseano-project/10115  

 

http://aseano.seaknowledgebank.org/Home/Maps
http://aseano.seaknowledgebank.org/Home/Publications
https://www.villageconnect.com.ph/managing-local-plastic-pollution-tools-and-lessons-from-the-aseano-project/10115
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Malabon LGU conducts city-wide cleanup drive 
Published July 23, 2022, 2:33 PM 
by Aaron Homer Dioquino 

The local government of Malabon City conducted Saturday, July 23, a cleanup drive in the 
city’s 21 barangays as part of its campaign against dengue. 
 
Mayor Jeannie Sandoval led the “Malabon City Wide Clean-up Drive,” along with the City 
Health Department, City Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO), other local 
government offices, national government agencies, non-government organizations, 
barangay officials and residents. The activity started at around 7 a.m. until 10 a.m. 
 
According to the local government, the city listed a total of 650 dengue cases as of July 19.  
 
The city-wide cleanup drive was held along the streets and waterways in all the barangays, 
focusing on four areas with the most dengue cases – Barangays San Agustin, Tonsuya, 
Catmon, and Bayan-bayan. 
 
“Tunay pong nakakabahala na ang pagtaas ng kaso ng dengue sa loob man o labas ng 
ating siyudad. Huwag na po nating hintayin na dapuan pa ang ating pamilya. Prevention is 
key to fight dengue. Ang kaligtasan mula sa sakit na dengue ay nag-uumpisasa ating mga 
tahanan (The increase in dengue cases within or outside our city is really alarming. Let’s 
not wait for our family to get infected. Prevention is key to fight dengue. Safety from the 
dengue disease begins in our homes),” Sandoval said in a video posted on Facebook on 
Saturday. 
 
The mayor added that the activity is in support to the Department of Health’s (DOH) 
enhanced 4S campaign – search and destroy mosquito breeding sites, self-protection 
measures (daily use of mosquito repellent, wearing of long pants, and others), seek early 
consultation, support fogging/spraying only on hotspot areas where increase in cases were 
registered for two consecutive weeks- to prevent an impending outbreak of the disease. 
 
“Bukod sa enhanced 4S, ang Malabon LGU ay mangunguna din sa pagpapatupad ng mga 
proyekto at aktibidad upang siguruhing malusog at ligtas ang lahat. Asahan po ninyo ang 
masigasig na pagtatrabaho ng ating mga tanggapan para tulungan ang bawat isa (Aside 
from the enhanced 4S, the Malabon LGU will also lead the implementation of projects and 
activities to ensure everyone is healthy and safe. Please expect our offices to work 
diligently to help each other,” she said. 
 
“Inaasahan ko po ang inyong isang daang porsyentong pagsunod sa mga patakaran, 
paglahok, aktibidad, at pagsuporta sa mga kampanya ng ating lokal at pambansang 
pamahalaan upang ating masugpo and dengue sa ating siyudad at magpatuloy ang ating 
ligtas at masaganang buhay (I look forward to your one hundred percent compliance with 
the policies, participation, activity, and support to the campaigns of the local and national 
government so that we can suppress dengue in our city and continue our safe and 
prosperous lives),” she added. 
 
The local government said that it conducts regular cleanup drives, larvi-trapping, misting, 
and fogging, as well as seminars and lectures to boost its anti-dengue campaign. 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/23/malabon-lgu-conducts-city-wide-cleanup-drive/  
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Tagalog News: Malawakang tree planting 

activity, inorganisa ng Romblon prov'l gov't 
Published on: July 22, 2022 

By Paul Jaysent Fos 

 
Nagsagawa noong Hulyo 22, ng malawakang tree planting activity ang Pamahalaang Panlalawigan ng Romblon bilang 

pagobserba sa Provincial Arbor Day. (Larawan mula kay Jose Rizal Reyes) 

ODIONGAN, Romblon (PIA) -- Nagsagawa nitong Hulyo 22 ng malawakang tree planting 

activity ang Pamahalaang Panlalawigan ng Romblon bilang pagobserba sa Provincial Arbor 

Day. 

Ayon sa Pamahalaang Panlalawigan, nagkaroon ng tree planting sa iba't ibang munisipyo sa 

lalawigan kabilang na ang mga nasa isla ng Sibuyan. 

Sa bayan ng Odiongan, sa Provincial Tree Park sa Brgy. Rizal ginanap ang kanilang aktibidad, 

kung saan dinaluhan ito ng iba't ibang departamento ng Provincial Government. 

"Pakatandaan natin na iisa lang ang ating mundo kaya pangalagaan natin ito habang may 

panahon," ito ang naging pahayag ni Engr. Roger Fodra sa ginanap na maikling programa sa 

Barangay Rizal. 

Naantala ng isang linggo ang pag-obserba sa Provincial Arbor Day ngayong taon dahil sa mga 

pagsasanay na dinaluhan ng mga bagong halal na alkalde at opisyal sa probinsya. (PJF/PIA 

Mimaropa) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/22/tagalog-news-malawakang-tree-planting-activity-

inorganisa-ng-romblon-provl-govt  
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Tabuk lauded for landfill operations 
By Dexter A. See 

July 24, 2022 

 
The city government of Tabuk segregates its garbage and makes a composting site near the landfill operations in 

this undated file photo from the City Environment and Natural Resources Office. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

TABUK CITY, Kalinga: The Cordillera office of the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB-

CAR) recognized the local government through the City Environment and Natural Resources 

Office (Cenro) for its Outstanding Sanitary Landfill Operation that paved the way for the 

effective and efficient implementation of solid waste management programs under the pertinent 

provisions of Republic Act (RA) 9003 or the "Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000." 

The plaque of recognition, together with a P50,000 cash award, was handed over to Tabuk City 

Cenro officials during simple rites held at the Paragon Hotel in Baguio City on July 21. 

The cash reward will be allocated by the local government to sustain the implementation of 

appropriate programs, projects and activities for the enhancement of solid waste management 

and environmental protection efforts. 

The EMB-CAR recognized the local government for its best practices in the operation of 

materials recovery facilities, composting, as well as shredding, recycling and the creation of 

crafts from the waste materials recovered. 

EMB-CAR personnel had been frequenting the city to inspect the local government's 

compliance with the indicators and standards in the operation of the sanitary landfill that paved 

the way for the recognition of the Cenro headed by Sally Lammawin and assisted by Georgina 

Padilla. 

Tabuk's sanitary landfill, which is located in a 6.5-hectare area in Barangay Dilag, started 

operation in 2017 and can handle 12 metric tons of residual waste per day. 

The landfill facilities include cells for residual waste, leachate collection or pond, a gas vent 

system, a materials recovery facility for recyclable waste, and a septic vault for household 

hazardous waste. 

Tabuk is the first local government in the Cordillera to operationalize its engineered sanitary 

landfill under the provisions of RA 9003 and got an environmental compliance certificate. 

Mayor Darwin Estrañero commended the Cenro officers and personnel for the sustained 

improvements and innovation in the operation of the sanitary landfill and the implementation of 

effective and efficient solid waste management in the city. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/23/malabon-lgu-conducts-city-wide-cleanup-drive/  
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The mayor rallied the residents to further enhance their practice of proper solid waste 

management by reducing, reusing, and recycling their wastes and for them to segregate at the 

source to lessen the volume of residual wastes being dumped in the facility that could also help 

in prolonging the lifespan of the landfill. 

Under the provisions of RA 9003, all local governments are mandated to close the operation of 

their respective open dumpsites and establish their own engineered sanitary landfill or 

controlled dump facilities for the preservation and protection of the environment and the health 

of the residents. 
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Meralco among world’s most 
environmentally responsible firms 
Richmond Mercurio - The Philippine Star July 24, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
“As we forge ahead, we are committed to accelerating our sustainability transformation while meeting the needs 

of our recovering nation,” Meralco president and CEO Ray Espinosa said. 
STAR / File 

MANILA, Philippines — The Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) has committed to continue 

advancing its drive towards  sustainability after being recognized as one of the most socially 

and environmentally responsible companies globally. 

“As we forge ahead, we are committed to accelerating our sustainability transformation while 

meeting the needs of our recovering nation,” Meralco president and CEO  Ray Espinosa said. 

In continuing to advance the company’s drive towards sustainability, Espinosa said Meralco 

would not only intensify efforts to keep the lights on for its customers and communities, but 

would also heighten initiatives to protect and preserve the planet. 

Meralco’s key sustainability initiatives include sourcing 1,500 megawatts (MW) of its power 

requirements from clean energy in the next five years while building 1,500 MW of renewable 

energy capacity through 2027. 

It also includes electrifying 25 percent of its vehicle fleet by 2030, planting and nurturing five 

million trees by 2025 to help protect and preserve Philippine forests and watersheds, and 

achieving 40 percent women representation in its workforce by the end of this decade. 

Meralco recently became the second power company in the Philippines to be recognized by 

UK-based global sustainability index provider FTSE Russel for outstanding sustainability 

performance. 

Meralco has been included in the FTSE4Good Index Series, specifically in the FTSE4Good 

Emerging Index and in the FTSE4Good ASEAN 5 Index. 

The FTSE4Good Index Series is a set of global sustainability indices that measure the 

performance of companies in key environmental, social, and governance (ESG) areas such as 

climate change, labor standards, and anti-corruption. 

It was designed to help market participants assess sustainable investment products, to 

research environmentally and socially sustainable firms, and to provide a transparent and 

evolving global ESG standard against which businesses could benchmark their performance. 

Meralco garnered an ESG rating of 3.2 in FTSE Russell’s latest assessment, topping the 

Philippines’ and the global energy sector’s averages. 

A company in an emerging market must achieve an overall ESG rating of 2.9 or higher 
to be included in the FTSE4Good Index. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805259/richmond-mercurio
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A company in an emerging market must achieve an overall ESG rating of 2.9 or higher to be 

included in the FTSE4Good Index. 

“We are very honored and grateful for this distinctive recognition of our sustainability strategy 

and initiatives. This confirms that we are indeed progressing in the right direction,” Meralco first 

vice president and chief sustainability officer Raymond Ravelo said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/07/24/2197521/meralco-among-worlds-most-

environmentally-responsible-firms  
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By Malaya Business Insight 

 -July 22, 2022 
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World Bank: Southeast Asia needs stronger 
rules on plastic value chain 
Louella Desiderio - The Philippine Star July 24, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
In a World Bank blog post, Axel van Trotsenburg who serves as managing director of operations at the World 

Bank, and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) secretary general Lim Jock Hoi said the region has 
become a hot spot for plastic pollution amid the region’s rapid urbanization, rising middle class and lack of 

infrastructure for waste management. 
AFP / Eric Baradat 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Southeast Asian countries needs to come up with stronger regulatory 

frameworks and innovative methods in the plastic value chain in order to reduce plastic waste, 

according to the World Bank. 

In a World Bank blog post, Axel van Trotsenburg who serves as managing director of 

operations at the World Bank, and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) secretary 

general Lim Jock Hoi said the region has become a hot spot for plastic pollution amid the 

region’s rapid urbanization, rising middle class and lack of infrastructure for waste 

management. 

According to the experts, half of the top 10 countries that contribute plastic leakage to rivers 

and seas are located in Southeast Asia. 

In Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand, World Bank studies found that over 75 percent of 

material value of recyclable plastic worth $6 billion is lost every year when single-use plastic is 

thrown out instead of being recovered and reused. 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, consumption of masks, sanitizer bottles, online delivery 

packaging and other single-use items increased, exacerbating the problem of plastic waste. 

As plastics are produced mainly from fossil fuels, the experts said the growing demand for such 

also intensifies the climate crisis. 

“If no action is taken, greenhouse gas emissions from the production, recycling and incineration 

of plastics could account for 19 percent of the total allowable emissions under the Paris 

Agreement, which seeks to limit warming by 2040 to 1.5 Celsius degrees. Reducing plastics 

thus has a critical climate co-benefit,” the experts said. 

Both the industry and governments, they added, are aware of the problem and of what needs 

to be done to reduce the annual plastic leakage into the ocean by about 80 percent below the 

projected levels by 2040. 

“But to be able to do its part, Southeast Asia needs stronger regulatory frameworks, 
more innovative business models and a wider array of funding mechanisms,” they 
said. 
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“But to be able to do its part, Southeast Asia needs stronger regulatory frameworks, more 

innovative business models and a wider array of funding mechanisms,” they said. 

As countries in the region have shared rivers and coastlines as well as markets for plastic 

products and waste, they said collaboration would be needed. 

There are calls within ASEAN to regionally harmonize standards for recycled plastics, as well 

as technical requirements for plastic packaging and labeling. 

This, as initiatives aimed at coming up with plastic-smart designs to help minimize waste and 

make it easier to reuse or recycle are sometimes prevented by the confusing and varying 

regulations, standards, certifications and labeling in the different countries. 

Apart from harmonization of standards, the experts said there should be efforts to raise 

consumers’ awareness on the issue to enable them to make conscious and sustainable choices 

when making purchases. 

In order to design products to help minimize waste, they also said innovation will be needed 

throughout the plastic value chain. This involves using new alternative materials,  sustainable 

packaging, innovative technologies and new types of financing. 

Last month, the World Bank approved a $20 million grant to support ASEAN’s actions to 

address the problem including strengthening and harmonizing policies that govern the 

production and use of plastics across the region. 

“Although it has become a hot spot for mismanaged plastic waste, the region is resolving to 

turn the tide,” the experts said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/07/24/2197519/world-bank-southeast-asia-

needs-stronger-rules-plastic-value-chain  
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Monarch butterfly joins global endangered 
species list 
By EMMA FARGE, GLORIA DICKIE, Reuters 
Published July 22, 2022 10:56am 

 
Monarch butterflies are seen in a puddle at El Rosario sanctuary for monarch butterflies in the western state 

of Michoacan, near Ocampo, Mexico February 3, 2020. REUTERS/Alan Ortega/File Photo 

The migratory monarch butterfly, which has for millennia turned North American woodlands into 

kaleidoscopes of colour in one of nature's most spectacular mass migrations, is threatened with 

extinction, international conservationists said on Wednesday. 

Every autumn, migratory monarchs fly thousands of miles (km) from breeding grounds in the 

eastern United States and Canada to spend the winter closely huddled in trees in Mexico and 

California. 

Numbering in the millions in the 1990s, the butterfly's population has since shrunk by more than 

85%, scientists estimate. 

On Wednesday it was placed in the endangered category of the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature's Red List of Threatened Species. 

"What's happening to monarchs is like a death by a thousand cuts," said Karen Oberhauser, 

director of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum. 

Logging has destroyed much of the insects' winter grounds, agricultural pesticides have 

decimated the milkweed plants that their larvae feed on, and extreme temperatures due to 

climate change are triggering them to begin migrating too early, before the remaining milkweed 

is available. 

In all, the IUCN says, more than 41,000 species are now at risk of going extinct in what 

scientists are calling the planet's sixth mass extinction event - and the first caused by humans. 

Today's Red List update highlights the fragility of nature's wonders," said IUCN director general 

Bruno Oberle. 

Glimmers of Hope  

Joining the migratory monarch on Wednesday's list were all remaining species of 

sturgeon—  large prehistoric fish found in Eurasia and North America — following centuries of 

overfishing for their meat and caviar. 

Of the 26 sturgeon species, 17 are now considered critically endangered, the IUCN said. 

"There's something to be said about humanity, when a species that's outlived the dinosaurs is 

pushed to the brink of extinction by humans," said Beate Striebel-Greiter, leader of the global 

sturgeon initiative at World Wildlife Fund. 

The Red List update did provide glimmers of hope. 

Tiger numbers increased 40% since the last assessment in 2015, due to 

 



July 24, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

The Red List update did provide glimmers of hope. 

Tiger numbers increased 40% since the last assessment in 2015, due to improvements in 
monitoring, with as many as 5,578 in the wild. However, some big cat biologists have taken 
issue with how numbers are counted, saying such growth is misleading. — Reuters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/839016/monarch-butterfly-joins-

global-endangered-species-list/story/?fbclid=IwAR3CgQqD-

MKOAA00pFCe4Gk2sx7FaU3gcX8HUqKBRZKmV014wT0DdnOw450  
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PAGASA: Flood warning system must be 
prioritized 
Romina Cabrera - The Philippine Star July 24, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Photo shows a pedestrian crossing a flooded Taft Avenue in Manila following continuous rains. 

Krizjohn Rosales, file 

MANILA, Philippines — Modernizing the country’s flood forecasting and warning system should 

be a priority of government as the state weather bureau pointed out that floods continue to be 

one of the country’s biggest hazards. 

Administrator Vicente Manalo of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical Astronomical 

Services Administration (PAGASA) said there are still plenty of improvements needed to fully 

equip the country’s flood forecasting and monitoring system to protect the public. 

Manalo stressed the need to “continue what has yet to be completed,” particularly programs to 

improve the flood forecasting and warning mechanism. 

“We see that this is what gives us a big problem – flooding,” he said in Filipino. 

Manalo said that flood forecasting is a key aspect in aiding disaster risk reduction efforts in the 

country, which sees at least 20 typhoons coming into its area of responsibility per year. 

“There’s a need to prepare for this hazard by way of installing equipment and improving 

communication,” he said. 

He cited as an example Tropical Cyclone Odette, which was the strongest typhoon to hit the 

country in 2021. Its deadly onslaught across Southern Luzon and the Visayas adversely 

affected three million families and resulted in the deaths of 405 people. 

There were at least 98 areas in six regions that experienced flashfloods, destroying or 

damaging P29.7 billion in infrastructure and P17.7 billion in agriculture. 

While there are 18 major river basins in the country, PAGASA only has a total of 10 rain gauges 

or X-band radars operational. 

These radars monitor rainfall, which is crucial to forecasting floods and warning the public about 

the hazard, so each river basin must have at least two of this equipment. 

Each radar costs about P50 million, said Manalo. “Establishing our flood forecasting and 

warning (system) should have been completed. Improvements are ongoing, but they’re not yet 

finished. If we have modern equipment, we should apply them,” he said. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/24/2197581/pagasa-flood-warning-

system-must-be-prioritized  
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Positivity rate ng COVID-19 sa Metro Manila, 
tumaas pa ng 16% 
Ludy Bermudo - Pang-masa July 24, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
A policeman carrying an automatic rifle stands guard with a colleague along a popular market street in Manila 

on June 1, 2022, as security forces are on heightened alert in the capital following the twin bombings in Basilan 
island, near Jolo, a stronghold of Islamist militants. 

AFP / Ted Aljibe 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Iniulat kahapon ng OCTA Research Group na tumaas pa ng 16 
porsyento ang daily positivity rate ng COVID-19 sa Metro Manila o National Capital Region 
(NCR).. 

Sa ibinahaging datos ni OCTA Fellow Dr. Guido David sa kanyang Twitter account nitong 
Biyernes ng gabi, nabatid na mula sa 14 % nitong Hulyo 15,  at 14.6% ng Hulyo 20, ay nasa 
16% ang daily COVID-19 positivity rate sa rehiyon noong Hulyo 21, 2022. 

Ang positivity rate ay tumutukoy sa porsiyento ng mga tao na nagpopositibo sa COVID-19 mula 
sa bilang ng mga indibidwal na naisailalim sa pagsusuri. 

Samantala, ang one-week growth rate naman ng mga bagong COVID-19 cases ay bumaba sa 
15% habang ang average daily attack rate (ADAR) ay nasa 6.43 per day per 100,000 na 
hanggang noong Hulyo 22. 

Ang healthcare utilization rate (HCUR) naman sa NCR ay nasa 34% habang ang ICU 
occupancy rate ay nasa 26%. 

“Both are still below 50%,” ani David. 

Una nang iniulat ng Department of Health (DOH) na nakapagtala sila ng 3,389 bagong kaso 
ng COVID-19 noong Biyernes. - Angie dela Cruz 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/07/24/2197625/positivity-rate-

ng-covid-19-sa-metro-manila-tumaas-pa-ng-16  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1478575/ludy-bermudo
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