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DENR Recognizes Success of Homegrown
Lawyers in 2020/2021 Bar Exam

Saturday, April 23, 2022 Journal Online

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), led by acting secretary
Jim O. Sampulna (middle, first row) and officials (2nd row) recognize the feat of DENR
employees who passed the 2020/2021 bar examination when they were presented in simple

rites held during the April 18 flag raising ceremony at the DENR Central Office in Quezon City.
A total of 17 employees from the DENR Central Office passed the examination, with De La
Salle University College of Law graduate Joseph Lorenz Asuncion (4th from left, first row)
among this year’s passers recognized for exemplary performance. A total of 50 law-graduate
employees from the agency’s regional offices including provincial and community environment
and natural resources offices, bureaus, and attached agencies also successfully-passed the
exam.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/23/on-earth-day-legarda-calls-on-filipinos-to-
invest-and-defend-it-for-the-next-generation/
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Tree planting activity para sa Earth Day
2022 umarangkada sa QC

/5
April 23, 2022 @ 10:23 AM 20 hours ago

MANILA, Philippines- Nagsama-sama sina Manila Water President at CEO Jocot de Dios
(gitna); MWSS-RO Chief Regulator Atty Patrick Lester Ty (ika-apat mula sa kaliwa); NWRB
Water Rights Division Head Mary Jane Dominguez (ikalawa mula sa kaliwa); DILG Central
Office Disaster Information Coordinating Center Director Allan Tabell, ABS-CBN Foundation
Managing Director Roberta Lopez-Feliciano (ika-lima mula sa kaliwa); LWUA Officer-in-Charge
Eileen Dela Vega (ika-pito mula sa kaliwa); CCESD - Division Chief of Environmental
Education Division (kinatawan ni Mayor Joy Belmonte ng Quezon City) Lea Gaon; DENR- NCR
Regional Executive Director Jacqueline Caancan, MWSS-CO Water and Sewerage
Department Manager Ramon Fabul sa ceremonial kick-off ng tree planting activity para sa
Earth Day 2022 celebration sa Orosa Hall, Balara Filters Park, Brgy. Pansol, Quezon
City. Danny Querubin
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Source: https://www.remate.ph/tree-planting-activity-para-sa-earth-day-2022-umarangkada-sa-
gc/
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#FAMCHews #ANCHighlights #ANCInterviews
DENR: LGU has authority to decline tourists if Boracay's carrying capacity is
already reached | ANC

26,674 views * Apr 19, 2022 5 61 CJ DISLIKE ) SHARE =+ SAVE ...

oog  ANC 2477 _ﬂ SUBSCRIBE
041K subscribers

Wherever you are in the world, you can help us feed Typhoon Odette victims.
Donate via YouTube here: https://bit.ly/TulongTulongSaPagAhon

SHOW MORE

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elRBzxd IpQ&ab channel=ANC24%2F7
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CAB lifts capacity limit on flights to Boracay

By TED CORDERO, GMA News

The Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) has lifted the aircraft seat capacity limit on flights going to
Kalibo and Caticlan in Aklan—the usual routes taken to get to the prime tourist destination of
Boracay.

In a resolution dated February 28, the CAB resolved to “lift the limitation on the use of aircraft
with more than 200-seat capacity on flights to Kalibo and Caticlan.”

The resolution was adopted after budget carrier Cebu Pacific filed a request on February 21 to
remove the 200-seat cap, which took effect on July 15, 2019 following the rehabilitation of
Boracay "in an effort to rationalize visitor numbers to the island and maintain its carrying
capacity.”

Cebu Pacific had requested the removal of the flight seat limitation to further revitalize tourism
and recover from the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the Holy Week break, Boracay’s carrying capacity was breached, with the Department
of Tourism (DOT) urging concerned agencies to appropriate measures to prevent such
incidents from occurring again.

Based on a study conducted by the University of the Philippines and commissioned by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, the island’s carrying capacity is 19,215
tourists at a given time.

The island recorded 21,252 tourists on April 14 (Maundy Thursday) and 22,519 tourists on April
15 (Good Friday), surpassing the recommended daily threshold.

Local officials have reportedly appealed for the island's carrying capacity to be increased, but
the DOT said it has to consult the experts first. —VBL, GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/companies/829279/cab-lifts-capacity-
limit-on-flights-to-
boracay/story/?fbclid=IwWAR2uF57WWDXCLmM1CI0ZJyRKAPSGhPYx2sG5Y GIHNp5-
Alpp8xFUoRDPACLwW
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EDITORYAL - Magiging maburak na naman
ang Boracay

Pang-masa April 24, 2022 | 12:00am
ey g 22

BURAK-CAY
NA NAMAN...

MARAMING turista ang nagtungo sa Boracay noong Semana Santa. Lumampas sa itinakdang
kapasidad na 19,000. Sa report ng Malay Tourism Office sa Department of Tourism, 21,252
ang bumisita sa Boracay noong Huwebes Santo at 22,519 noong Biyernes Santo.

Dahil sa paglampas sa kapasidad, binalaan ni Tourism Sec. Berna Romulo Puyat ang local
government ng Malay, Aklan. Ayon kay Romulo Puyat, ang DILG na ang mag-iisyu ng warning
sa Malay LGU.

Isa sa pinangangambahan ngayon ay ang pagtaas muli ng COVID-19 cases dahil sa pagdagsa
Nng mga turista sa island resort. Bagama't pawang mga bakunado ang pinapasok sa Boracay,
naghahatid ng pangamba ang sobrang tao. Nagbabala ang World Health Organization (WHO)
kamakailan na posibleng sa katapusan ng Mayo ay magkakaroon ng surge dahil sa pagdagsa
ng mga tao sa probinsiya noong Mahal na Araw at idagdag pa ang kampanya ng mga
kandidato para sa May 9 elections. Paalala ng WHO, ipatupad ang heatlth protocols.

Bukod sa posibleng pagkalat ng virus, ang pagkasira rin naman ng Boracay ay isa rin sa
pinangangambahan. Kung hindi mapipigil ang dagsa ng tao roon, muling babalik ang maruming
Boracay na tinawag noon ni President Duterte na “cesspool”. Ipinasara ng presidente ang
Boracay noong 2018 sa loob ng anim na buwan.

Maraming establisimento sa Boracay ang lumabag sa environmental laws. Sa 562
establisimento na ininspeksyon ng DENR, 161 ang lumalabag. Ang mga ito ay walang water
waste treatment facility kaya ang dumi ng tao ay derektang iniluluwa sa dagat. Lahat nang
klase ng dumi mula sa resort ay itinatapon sa dagat. Pati ang mga basura sa paligid ng resort
ay nagkalat din kaya sinampahan na ang mga establisimento nang paglabag sa Clean Water
Act at Clean Air Act.

Ngayon dahil sa hindi na namang mapigilan na pagdagsa ng tao, asahan na tatawagin na
namang “cesspool’” ang Boracay. Pagpaliwanagin ang LGU ng Malay kung bakit hindi
ipinasusunod ang tamang kapasidad.

Hindi lamang pagdami ng COVID ang pinangangambahan ngayon sa pagdagsa ng mga turista
kundi ang dumi na iiwan sa Boracay. Sana sumunod ang Malay LGU sa mga alituntunin upang
maiwasan ang pagkasira ng Boracay. Huwag hayaang maging maburak muli.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/04/24/2176350/editoryal-
magqgiging-maburak-na-naman-ang-boracay
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Pemsea presents solutions to rid rivers of
plastics for Earth Day

BYBUSINESSMIRROR APRIL 24, 2022

Gregg Yan/Pemsea photo

The Imus River in Cavite province originates from the upland streams of Silang and flows down to the ocean via
Manila Bay. All segments of the river span 186.5 kilometers and pass through major towns and cities of the
province like Silang, Imus, Dasmarifias, Kawit and Bacoor, as shown in the photo..

A Southeast Asia environment agency is finding ways to help manage plastic waste entering
the world’s rivers as it celebrated Earth Day 2022 on April 22.

The Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (Pemsea) released
a set of five studies under Project Aseano, a three-year initiative to stop plastic pollution in two
pilot sites—the Imus River in Cavite province in the Philippines and the Citarum River in
Indonesia, a Pemsea news release said.

Funded by the Norwegian Development Program to Combat Marine Litter and Microplastics,
Project Aseano is led by the Norwegian Institute for Water Research, and the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies in Indonesia.

It is together with the Pemsea Resource Facility and the Asean Secretariat under the purview
of the Asean Working Group on Coastal and Marine Environment.

Layman versions of the studies are publicly downloadable. The studies cover the social
implications of plastic pollution mitigation, assess the knowledge, attitudes and practices on
plastic waste and offer maps of the Imus River watershed.

It also identified hotspots of plastic waste. Waste entering this river system is liable to flow into
the ocean via Manila Bay.

The studies were led by two academic institutions based within the Imus River watershed—the
Cavite State University and De La Salle University Dasmariiias (DLSU-D).

“We wanted to understand not just what types of waste enter the Imus River, but how the people
who live near the river itself perceived plastic pollution as well as local efforts to combat it,”
explained Dr. Edwin Lineses of DLSU-D.

“Through this, we were able to contextualize possible policies and initiatives that might once
more make the river safe for bathing, fishing and recreation,” Lineses said.

East Asian countries produce over half of the world’s marine plastic pollution, and waterways
like the Imus River act as conveyor belts that discharge waste to the oceans.
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“Project Asean is developing practical measures to reduce the entry of plastic waste into rivers,
while carefully assessing the interlinked dynamics between residents, local economies and the
environment,” explained Aseano Project Manager Thomas Bell.

Project Aseano promises to share proven and cost-efficient actions to help local communities
better manage plastic waste from source to sea.

The project enhances capacity, monitoring, evaluation and inter-local government unit
cooperation for various groups tackling river pollution. Its solutions are designed to be
replicated and upscaled across the region, the news release said.

“For almost three decades, Pemsea has been developing and sharing solutions to revive the
seas of East Asia,” said Pemsea Executive Director Aimee Gonzales.

“This Earth Day, let’'s revive our rivers. Promoting integrated river management, just like
integrated coastal management, translates to more productive waterways and healthier
communities,” Gonzales said.

Image credits: Gregg Yan/Pemsea photo

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/24/pemsea-presents-solutions-to-rid-rivers-of-
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On Earth Day, Legarda calls on Filipinos to
Invest and defend it for the next generation

BYBUSINESSMIRROR APRIL 23, 2022

g m~—

Senatorial aspirant Loren Legarda

Environmentalist and Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda called on all Filipinos to be defenders
and stewards of creation for the next generation as the world marks Earth Day on Friday, April
22.

“We should not simply appreciate our planet and all life in it. We have to protect it, we have to
fight for it, and as this year’s theme tells us, we have to invest in it,” Legarda said during the
Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting Activity” held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and
Wildlife Center (NAPWC) in Quezon City.

With this year's global theme “Invest in our Planet,” Legarda, who is currently serving as
Antique’s congresswoman, said that existing environmental laws should be strictly
implemented like the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of
2018, which she authored and declared 94 natural parks, protected landscapes or seascapes,
and reserves as protected areas under national law.

“The enactment of the ENIPAS measure has benefited protected areas in the country, by giving
more access to funding for conservation programs as well as the prosecution of prohibited acts
enumerated in the law,” she said.

Legarda, the only candidate who is an acknowledged environment and climate champion
(locally and internationally) and author of multiple landmark environment and climate laws,
strengthened her call to all sectors — government, private, and civil groups to invest and engage
in projects that will help in solving issues such overexploitation of natural resources and
pollution.

“In light of the fast-declining state of our environment due to our destructive ways and the
intensifying effects of the climate crisis, let us be the Earth’s defenders who are needed today
and tomorrow,” she said. “Let us continue to help bring back the life of our planet, so our
children and future generations can also marvel at its beauty. Patuloy nating payabungin ang
ganda at sigla ng ating kalikasan,” Legarda concluded.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/23/on-earth-day-legarda-calls-on-filipinos-to-
invest-and-defend-it-for-the-next-generation/
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On Earth Day, Legarda calls on Filipinos to
Invest and defend it for the next generation

23 hours ago jake

Environmentalist and Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda called on all Filipinos to be defenders
and stewards of creation for the next generation as the world marks Earth Day on Friday, April
22.

“We should not simply appreciate our planet and all life in it. We have to protect it, we have to
fight for it, and as this year’s theme tells us, we have to invest in it,” Legarda said during the
Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting Activity” held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and
Wildlife Center (NAPWC) in Quezon City.

With this year’'s global theme “Invest in our Planet,” Legarda, who is currently serving as
Antique’s congresswoman, said that existing environmental laws should be strictly
implemented like the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of
2018, which she authored and declared 94 natural parks, protected landscapes or seascapes,
and reserves as protected areas under national law.

“The enactment of the ENIPAS measure has benefited protected areas in the country, by giving
more access to funding for conservation programs as well as the prosecution of prohibited acts
enumerated in the law,” she said.

Legarda, the only candidate who is an acknowledged environment and climate champion
(locally and internationally) and author of multiple landmark environment and climate laws,
strengthened her call to all sectors — government, private, and civil groups to invest and engage
in projects that will help in solving issues such overexploitation of natural resources and
pollution.

“In light of the fast-declining state of our environment due to our destructive ways and the
intensifying effects of the climate crisis, let us be the Earth’s defenders who are needed today
and tomorrow,” she said. “Let us continue to help bring back the life of our planet, so our
children and future generations can also marvel at its beauty. Patuloy nating payabungin ang
ganda at sigla ng ating kalikasan,” Legarda concluded.

Source: https://saksingayon.com/news-break/on-earth-day-legarda-calls-on-filipinos-to-invest-
and-defend-it-for-the-next-
generation/?fbclid=IwAR2qfR89QYXCYQ710PMQGhHAS5dYVI3AMCBIPX0rgFFsOHCmo
XGbi3OFpDnA
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Loren sa Earth Day: Pangalagaan, ipaglaban ang planeta

By Abante Tonite Last updated Apr 23, 2022

CW V2 TN T A —

Sa paggunita ng Earth Day noong Biyernes, nanawagan si Deputy Speaker at Nationalist
People’'s Coalition senatorial bet Loren Legarda sa mga mamamayan na maging
tagapagtanggol ng daigdig o “Earth Defenders.”

Kilala bilang kampeon sa pangangalaga ng kalikasan, sinabi ni Legarda na hindi lang dapat
‘pahalagahan ang daigdig’, kundi dapat mamuhunan ang lahat sa pagsusulong ng isang
malinis, masigla at malusog na ‘Mother Earth.’

Ginawa ng beteranong mambabatas ang pahayag sa okasyon ng Earth Day celebration na
may pangdaigdigang tema na ‘Invest in our Planet’.

Hinimok ni Legarda ang pamahalaan, pribadong sektor at civil society na aktibong makilahok
at isulong ang mga programa at proyektong lulutas sa pang-aabuso sa kalikasan, habitat loss
0 pagkawala ng mga tirahan ng hayop, at pagkasira ng mga komunidad dahil sa polusyon.

Sa harap ng mga nagaganap na kalamidad, dulot na rin ng mapanirang galaw ng
sangkatauhan at climate change, sinabi ni Legarda na dapat lang kumilos ang komunidad —
ang mga mamamayan — bilang ‘Earth Defenders’ o tagapagtanggol ng daigdig — hindi lang
ngayon, kundi gayundin sa hinaharap.

Noong nasa Senado, si Legarda ang nag-akda ng Republic Act 11038 o Expanded National
Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of 2018. Sa ilalim ng batas, idineklara ang
94 na lugar sa bansa bilang natural parks, protected landscapes at seascapes.

Ayon kay Legarda kapag nakabalik siyang muli sa Senado ay lalo pa niyang pag-iibayuhin ang
mga batas kalikasan para sa mga susunod na henerasyon. Hinimok niya rin ang publiko na
sama-samang payabungin ang ganda at sigla ng ating kalikasan.”

Sa lahat ng mga tumatakbong kandidato sa darating na halalan sa Mayo, tanging si Legarda
lamang ang may mahabang karanasan, malinaw na adbokasiya at epektibong action plan sa
pangangalaga ng kalikasan.

Source; https://tonite.abante.com.ph/loren-sa-earth-day-pangalagaan-ipaglaban-ang-planeta/
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Loren urges candidates to bare climate action
plans

Edu Punay - The Philippine Star April 24, 2022 | 12:00am

“Our people are looking for the climate agenda not just of national candidates, but of local ones. After all, local

governments are frontliners in planning and implementing programs for climate resilience. LGUs see firsthand

the impacts of the climate crisis, and they are often the first responders when the worst of the consequences
come,” UniTeam senatorial candidate Loren Legarda said.

MANILA, Philippines — Plans for climate change adaptation and mitigation must be laid out,
according to UniTeam senatorial candidate Loren Legarda, as she urged all candidates to make
it part of their campaign thrusts this election.

As she led the country’s observance of 52nd Earth Day last Friday, the three-term senator and
environmental champion cited the need for candidates in both national and local elections to
come up with their plans on how to protect and preserve the environment.

“I urge all my fellow candidates, from the national level to the cities and municipalities, to
present their environmental agenda to the voters. We can start by focusing on three things:
Managing risks instead of managing disasters, protecting our ecosystems and improving rural
livelihoods,” Legarda said.

“Our people need to know how we as public servants plan to invest in our planet in order to
address the climate emergency we are in. | know that regardless of our parties and colors, we
all agree that we need to save our planet — and | hope we all campaign just as hard for our
climate and lead much-needed discussions on climate change,” she said.

Legarda emphasized the important role played by elected officials in addressing the climate
crisis, especially on the level of the local government.

“Our people are looking for the climate agenda not just of national candidates, but of local ones.
After all, local governments are frontliners in planning and implementing programs for climate
resilience. LGUs see firsthand the impacts of the climate crisis, and they are often the first
responders when the worst of the consequences come,” she said.

At the Earth Day celebration, Legarda led the “Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting
Activity” of Philippine native tree species, organized by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources-Biodiversity Management Bureau, the ASEAN Center for Biodiversity and
the Climate Change Commission at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon
City.

This year’s theme of Earth Day, “Invest in Our Planet,” calls on everyone to act boldly, innovate
broadly and implement equitably in order to preserve and protect our health, our families and
our livelihoods.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/24/2176301/loren-urges-candidates-bare-
climate-action-plans



https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804827/edu-punay
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/24/2176301/loren-urges-candidates-bare-climate-action-plans
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Environmental group calls Gwen, Mike
‘Destroyers of Mother Earth’

By: Delta Dyrecka LetigioApril 23,2022 - 10:44 AM

Members of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice (PMCJ) Cebu held a rally near the
Fuente Osmenia rotunda in Cebu City on Earth Day 2022. | Photo Courtesy of PMCJ

CEBU CITY, Philippines — “Destroyers of Mother Earth.”

This is what members of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice (PMCJ) Cebu called
Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia and Cebu City Mayor Michael Rama in a protest rally held
on Earth Day, April 22, 2022.

Both officials, the group said, support the establishment of Waste to Energy (WTE) incineration
facilities here that would destroy Cebu’s natural environment.

“This is for pursuing and/or supporting dirty energy projects such as coal-fired power plants that
harm the environment and pose significant risk to public health. Both officials are also in favor
of the establishment of waste to energy (WTE) incinerators where trash are burned producing
more greenhouse gases that aggravate global warming,” PMCJ Cebu said in a statement.

“Natural resource extraction continues unabated as long as parties involved provide a share of
the proceeds to host LGUs (local government units), posing a continuing threat to the life of
poor communities who are most affected by landslides, floods, and other disasters,” it added.

Members of the environmental group conducted a 30-minute rally near the Fuente Osmefia
Circle on Friday, April 22, with hopes that they would be heard by the chief executives of Cebu
Province and Cebu City.

They said that progress should not compromise environmental protection.

For PMCJ Cebu, progress and environmental protection must go “hand in hand” in order to
ensure a sustainable community for future generations.

Teddy Navea, the group’s spokesperson, said Garcia and Rama need to rethink their plan to
have a WTE facility here and reassess how garbage should be managed.

Navea said they are looking forward to seeing “more sustainable solutions” set in place.

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/437030/environmental-group-calls-gwen-mike-
destroyers-of-mother-

earth?fbclid=IwAR2gWi6ZyzzKKDY7E9 BUp6fnPhvwitylEzY06054hGepWEML AtPxOe
Dk#ixzz7RGceKCQZ



https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/437030/environmental-group-calls-gwen-mike-destroyers-of-mother-earth?fbclid=IwAR2qWi6ZyzzKKDY7E9_BUp6fnPhvwItyIEzYo6g54hGepWEML__AtPxOeDk#ixzz7RGceKCQZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/437030/environmental-group-calls-gwen-mike-destroyers-of-mother-earth?fbclid=IwAR2qWi6ZyzzKKDY7E9_BUp6fnPhvwItyIEzYo6g54hGepWEML__AtPxOeDk#ixzz7RGceKCQZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/437030/environmental-group-calls-gwen-mike-destroyers-of-mother-earth?fbclid=IwAR2qWi6ZyzzKKDY7E9_BUp6fnPhvwItyIEzYo6g54hGepWEML__AtPxOeDk#ixzz7RGceKCQZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/437030/environmental-group-calls-gwen-mike-destroyers-of-mother-earth?fbclid=IwAR2qWi6ZyzzKKDY7E9_BUp6fnPhvwItyIEzYo6g54hGepWEML__AtPxOeDk#ixzz7RGceKCQZ
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Google Earth Day 2022 doodle is a reminder
of climate crisis

APR 23, 2022, 1:34 PM
Heloise Diamante
Writer

Google is telling its 5.4 billion users, that nature is warning us. Don’t let it fall on deaf
ears.

Today’s Google doodle is a grim reminder of the climate crisis with time-lapse Google Earth
images of glacial melt, coral reef bleaching, deforestation, and glacial retreat.

In partnership with The Ocean Agency, Google’s 2022 Earth Day doodle shows four pairs of
satellite imagery and images not unlike those haunting photos in the 2006 documentary The
Inconvenient Truth.

One of which shows the continuing coral bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef in Australia
between March 2016 and October 2017.

According to climate counselor Lesley Hughes from the Macquarie University in Sydney, the
reef is such a major natural icon that its slow death should show that “there’s absolutely no time
to waste.”

Google also showed the glacial retreat at the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro between December
1986 and 2020 and the glacial melt in Greenland, between December 2000 and 2020.

Specialists have been warning the public that the ancient glaciers are thinning. In 2021, a new
study showed that an Antarctic glacier larger than the UK may soon break or melt away earlier
than expected.

In May 2021, a centuries-old barracks in northern Italy was discovered after the glaciers around
it have melted away.

Google isn’t the only one calling for immediate climate action on Earth Day. Earlier this month,
several scientists made headlines for holding protests in government properties and in private
companies.


https://opinyon.net/world/google-earth-day-2022-doodle-is-a-reminder-of-climate-crisis#title
https://opinyon.net/world/google-earth-day-2022-doodle-is-a-reminder-of-climate-crisis#title
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In America, scientists from NASA chained themselves to an office building of Chase Bank,
which is known to have invested more money in fossil fuels than any other bank.

Others chained themselves to a White House fence. In Spain, protesters threw fake blood on
the steps of the Spanish Parliament in Madrid.

German scientists demonstrated outside the Ministry of Economy and Climate Protection and
many more protested outside the Shell PLC headquarters in England.

Scientists in Mexico also risk arrest by pasting documents on government buildings, while
scientists in Italy occupied an oil and gas company’s headquarters.

The demonstrations were initiated by a climate movement “Scientist Rebellion.” According to
the group, around 1,000 scientists in 25 countries participated in the global protest.

“Scientists have spent decades writing papers, advising government, briefing the press: all
have failed,” the group writes. “Now is the time for us to take action so that we show how
seriously we take our warnings.”

The recent release of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change said it's
“now or never” for the world to take sharp action to cut greenhouse gas emissions enough.

Otherwise, the world will pass the 1.5-degree threshold where most of the coral-reefs die, more
super typhoons like Odette will hit, extreme heatwaves occur more often, and melting ice floods
more land areas becoming uninhabitable.

Source: https://opinyon.net/world/google-earth-day-2022-doodle-is-a-reminder-of-climate-
crisis?fbclid=IwAR1XEx|jPsszBFI9BBLD3mnZfrOFX172rHOCglvNJyE B6hXLtXWvIN7HLO
80
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Earth Day Is to protect and celebrate life

By Fr. Shay Cullen April 24, 2022

EARTH Day should be every day when we recognize and celebrate the miracle of life itself on
this unique planet with millions of diverse amazing creatures making up a wondrous biodiversity
that exists nowhere else in the known universe. How blessed are we to exist at all. We are still
unsure of exactly how life came to be, or how we evolved and why we are the species with the
most developed intellect and awesome power over life and death on the planet.

In his now famous Encyclical Letter of 2015, Laudato Si, Pope Francis raised our awareness
of the beauty of the earth and the universe and the integrity of creation, which we are called
upon to love and protect and warned of how humans are destroying it.

Most people do not value the earth, our home, our source of being and life. Most do not
contemplate the value of life, are unaware of the creation, the earth, the natural world, the
biodiversity of life, the universe or themselves. Many humans live in an unknowing and
mindless daily routine as they struggle to survive in poverty while others, equally mindless,
have an abundance of material things and are disconnected from themselves, each other and
the natural world of the earth. This is the great tragedy of human life, the only species with
intellect, intelligence, knowledge, spiritual values and dignity, and human energy all largely
wasted on trivial, useless pursuits.

The human species, with intellect, are living self-destructive lifestyles and economic and
industrial activities to the point of destroying the sensitive climate and ecosystems of the earth,
and in the process, are destroying each other. The desires of humans to pursue vast material
wealth and power and gain domination over others lead to conflicts and destructive activities
leading to the extinction of many species and life on the planet. The extraction and burning of
fossil fuel is excessive, and is bringing the earth to the point of climatic global warming where
there is a tipping point, a point of no return. Then when reached, warming will continue past 2
degrees Celsius until the earth is uninhabitable. Most food crops cannot grow in excessive
warm climates.

The majority of people are tragically unconcerned of the looming catastrophe because of
misinformation spread by powerful agencies, multinational corporations and their executives.
They spread climate change denial and debunk the truth of science to protect their own
industries. These fossil fuel industries need to be phased out for replacement by renewable
energy sources. The corporate tycoons lobby and control politicians to block legislation that
promote renewable energy sources and ban fossil fuels, oil, gas and coal.

Most people are unaware and do not appreciate the complexity of the interdependence of all
life forms on Earth of which the human species is an intimate part and whose destinies are
intertwined with global warming and life together on the earth. Too many humans are bent on
killing the other species and each other.

If humans continue to destroy the forests and all the creatures living in them, then the people
will have destroyed their own sources of water and medicine and negated the role of forests to
control and contain carbon dioxide and thus control global warming. The balanced level for life
to thrive is changing and the humans are at present perishing as drought spreads in parts
of Africa.

In South Africa, as | write, devastating floods are destroying vast lands, crops, food reserves,
houses and people. In the Philippines, greater, more powerful and more frequent typhoons
have already hit the nation. The rains are devastating, the lost forests have left bare hillsides
prone to massive landslides and floods that destroy the rice fields and kill hundreds of people.


https://www.manilatimes.net/author/fr-shay-cullen
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=96397&ename=Pope%20Francis&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=48941&ename=Africa&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47977&ename=South%20Africa&lang=en
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It is a self-inflicted catastrophe.

As Pope Francis has said in Laudato Si, "The human environment and the natural environment
deteriorate together; we cannot adequately combat environmental degradation unless we
attend to causes related to human and social degradation...”

The social degradation he speaks of is the impact of poverty among humans and how it affects
life on Earth. The evolution of the human species continues. Like a virus, there are mutations,
some benign, others deadly. The deadly violent humans are the people likely to have unjustly
and unfortunately grown up in poverty, emotional and material suffered deprivation, neglect
and abuse: psychological, physical and sexual violence. Most victims suffer in silence all their
lives, others veer to the path of greater violence.

They desire to inflict on others vengeful violence in retaliation for what they themselves suffered
in childhood. They bully, intimidate, silence and abuse all others to get their way. There is no
justification whatsoever for the evil that they do.

These people choose to dominate others by force and lead fanatical groups and even nations
on paths of violent attacks and war. They may glory in power to compensate for the
powerlessness of an abusive childhood. They are leaders desiring revenge on society and the
world and they start conflicts and wars. They lead terrorist groups and oppress and Kill their
own people. To name a few in history like Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, Assad, Queen Mary, and now
Putin and others bent on killing and destruction. These leaders become violent tyrants,
dictators, out to destroy their critics and other nations even and the environment with extractive
industry, mired in corruption and war crimes.

Wars destroy the earth and the environment. As Pope Francis says: "It is foreseeable that,
once certain resources have been depleted, the scene will be set for new wars, albeit under
the guise of noble claims. War always does grave harm to the environment and to the cultural
riches of peoples, risks which are magnified when one considers nuclear arms and biological
weapons. Despite the international agreements which prohibit chemical, bacteriological and
biological warfare, the fact is that laboratory research continues to develop new offensive
weapons capable of altering the balance of nature.”

So, in Ukraine, it may come to chemical or a nuclear strike, unthinkable as that may be. The
environment has been destroyed by devastating accidents at nuclear power plants and in the
Philippines, agreements of understanding have been signed by government officials to start
plans to build a nuclear plant. People should know what is being done in their name and have
a right to protect themselves, their nation and the earth.

www.preda.org

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/24/opinion/columns/earth-day-is-to-protect-and-
celebrate-life/1841057
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Thai Buddhist sect lights 300,000 LED lanterns to mark Earth Day. | & AFP

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENagvb5VWIR8&ab channel=TribuneNOW
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Saving the mysterious sea cows

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA APRIL 24, 2022

Danny Ocampo
A dugong feeding on seagrass.

Known locally as “dugong” (Dugong dugon), this sea cow is a large, charismatic and gentle
creature of the sea that is rarely seen nowadays in coastal and marine areas where they used
to thrive.

Shy as it is, very little is known about this very elusive marine mammal—its population and
distribution, how and where it breeds or congregates, or where and how it raise its young.

Fortunately, as a species, dugong is surviving the numerous human-induced threats, unlike its
cousin, the Steller’s sea cow that lived off the coast of western North America, which became
extinct in the 18th century mainly due to hunting.

Dugong is one of four living species of the Order Sirenia, which includes three species of
manatees—the Amazonian, the West Indian and the West African manatees. It is the only living
representative of the once-diverse Family Dugongidae.

Dugong life cycle
Known to live up to 70 years old, it takes about four years to 17 years for this marine herbivores
to become sexually mature.

By feeding on seagrass, an adult dugong can weigh from 250 kilograms to 900 kg. It is not
surprising because scientists say its closest land mammal relative is the elephant and not cows.
It got the name sea cow only because it feeds on seagrass.

A dugong’s gestation period takes about 13 to 15 months, which means it can only reproduce
once every three years, or up to 7 years, and it can only produce one offspring at a time.

A mama dugong should nurture until the baby dugong can fend for itself by eating seagrass 14
months to 18 months after birth.

Population decline

Known to occur in 37 countries in the Indo-Pacific region, the global population of sea cows is
on the decline. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of
Threatened Species lists dugong as vulnerable.

In the Philippines, the dugong is critically endangered, a conservation status that means the
species is just a step shy from being declared extinct.

Yet, despite its conservation status, still very little is known about the dugong and its way of
life. Perhaps this is the reason why its population continues to drop.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/24/saving-the-mysterious-sea-cows/
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/04/24/2176350/editoryal-magiging-maburak-na-naman-ang-boracay
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/04/24/2176350/editoryal-magiging-maburak-na-naman-ang-boracay
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There are five priority sites for dugong conservation in the Philippines—Calauit Island in
Busuanga and Green Island Bay (which has ongoing conservation initiatives), both in Palawan
province; the Malita and Davao del Sur area; Sarangani Bay; and the Sulu Archipelago.

Saving the dugongs
In the Philippines, at least one group, the Community-Centered Conservation-Philippines
(C3PH), is working closely with the communities to save the species from extinction.

In his online presentation during the World Wildlife Day celebration organized by the
Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) on March 4, Reynante V. Ramilo, programme coordinator of C3PH, said
conserving the critically endangered dugong in the Philippines has always been a major
challenge.

“The decline of the species and escalating threats led to its classification as critically
endangered,” he said.

Human-induced threats

Ramilo said the extinction of dugong can be easily blamed on a number of human-induced
threats—such as fishery by-catch, direct hunting, rapid coastal development and habitat
degradation.

“Sometimes, fishermen are forced to sacrifice their [dugong] lives even though they know it is
illegal to hurt or kill dugongs because they want to save their fishnets more than the dugongs,”
Ramilo said in a telephone interview on April 19.

As part of the C3PH’s conservation measure to save dugongs caught in fishnets, Ramilo said
they are offering to pay the fishermen the cost of the fishnets to save the life of the poor dugong.

“Just last year, we encountered two incidents wherein we paid the fishermen the cost of the
fishnet and we were able to save the lives of the dugongs,” he recalled.

Protected mammal
DENR Administrative Order 55 of 1991 declared the dugong as a Protected Marine Mammal
of the Philippines.

This means that hurting, hunting, killing, trading, or even possession of dugong, dead or alive,
is punishable by law.

The declaration gives it unique importance as a species, perhaps equal to that of other iconic
animals like the Philippine eagle, which is protected by Republic Act 6147, which declared it as
a Protected Bird in the Philippines.

At the same time, the Philippine tamaraw is protected by Commonwealth Act 73 that prohibits
the killing, hunting, wounding or taking away of the tamaraw (Bubalus mindorensis), that was
approved on October 23, 1936.

Important ecosystem function
In his presentation, Ramilo said dugong’s importance to fisheries and marine biodiversity
cannot be overemphasized.

A member of the IUCN-Sirenia Specialist Group, Ramilo said dugongs help stabilize sediments,
filter large quantities of nutrients and play an important role in the marine ecosystem.

“The dugong that lives in these seagrass ecosystems are excellent barometers indicative of
the overall health of the ecosystem,” Ramilo said in a mix of Filipino and English.



April 24,2022 []veeae

-~ STRATEGIC N 0
§ COMMUNICATION & —— |:| Editorial
—— [N TIATIVES uSlness 0r [ ] cotumn
———d
s SERVICE L 3of4 |:| Opinion
—— {oaviaenorbuin e
Page D Feature Article

He said the dugong’s constant browsing of seagrass encourages regrowth, ensuring critical
habitat and feeding sites for a host of other marine species, including turtles, dolphins and
sawfish.

Elusive
While it is widely known that they inhabit and can only be found among seagrass, actually
“finding” them is easier said than done.

Take it from scuba diver and explorer Gregg Yan. “It took me decades to see a wild dugong,”
he recalled.

“Sizeable herds of dugongs once plied the Philippine archipelago until hunting and habitat loss
greatly reduced their numbers. Some herds are still holding out in Isabela, Mindanao, Guimaras
and Palawan, but encounters are extremely rare,” Yan told the BusinessMirror via Messenger
on April 19.

He explained that encountering a dugong is unlike seeing a whale, “which steals your breath
away because of sheer size, nor a shark that inspires just a primeval bit of fear.”

“Dugongs are huge but cute and friendly, just like a mermaid Hodor,” he said.

Tourist magnet
While they are indeed elusive and hard to find, on Calauit Island, “dugong hunt” is being offered
as part of the diving experience to tourists.

Danny Ocampo, ocean conservation advocate, master scuba diver, and photography expert,
told the BusinessMirror via Messenger that because finding sea cows is not easy, a local
Tagbanua tour guide will give the chances of finding them a big boost.

However, observing and interacting with dugongs require permission from the Tagbanuas that
protect them, he pointed out.

Raising awareness
Ocampo said ecotourism can help raise awareness about wildlife.

“With that awareness, it can help people to care for them,” he said when sought for a comment
last April 19.

“Ecotourism can also help raise needed funds for the management of protected areas/habitats
to ensure that endangered wildlife, such as dugongs, can thrive and recover from population
decline,” he added.

According to Ocampo, interaction guidelines were already set for dugong and other wildlife
tourism. It limits the number of people interacting with them at a given time or the amount of
time they are exposed to tourists, which can be stressful to them or alter their behavior.

“These [guidelines] should be strictly followed and regular studies should be conducted to
assess if these measures are enough,” he said.

Way forward
According to Ramilo, C3PH will continue to work with communities and local government units
in Palawan with the goal of establishing a network of dugong conservation sites in Palawan.

C3PH intends to push for the development and implementation of the Dugong Conservation
Area Management Plan in coordination with concerned government agencies, and work with
the DENR and the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) for the declaration
of certain areas as Critical Habitat for Dugong.
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“We want to promote participatory research and monitoring with the communities and the
practice of citizen science,” he said.

Hopefully, he said, between 2022 to 2025, C3PH will be able to replicate dugong conservation
in Calauit Island in eight or more other critical sites across Palawan.

Image credits: Danny Ocampo

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/24/saving-the-mysterious-sea-cows/
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ABS-CBN News @
120 - O

Dalawang sako ng iba't ibang klase ng basura gaya ng sachets, plastic cups, diapers, at face masks
ang nakolekta ng iba't ibang grupo sa Panigan-Tamugan watershed sa Davao City nitong Earth
Day.

Nagsagawa rin ng pagtatanim ng 210 native seedlings ang grupo sa lugar na susunod na water
source ng lungsod.

Umaasa ang mga lumahok sa aktibidad na mapangalagaan pa ang kalikasan at iwasan ang
pagtapon ng basura kung saan-saan. (m: Interfacing Development Interventions for
Sustainability) | via Hernel Tocmo

BASAHIN ang kaugnay na ulat: https://news.abs-cbn.com/.../face-masks-face-shields...

QuD 571 30 Comments 13 Shares

Source: https://www.facebook.com/abschnNEWS/posts/10160264974770168
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“RITM receives new land:

TIIT. Nesearch Institute
for Tiepical Mudivine
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o (77-square-meter land,

T=ae Nezartment of En-
vironment and Matural Ke
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the said land to the RITM
after ,ﬂtli:.s‘&‘.-:."c!ar_v lim
“ampulna signed the deed
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ance is the DENR's simple
ft and contribution {to]
M Lo fucther advance
‘heir research work i pro-
pare to address the current
pandemic and hicalth gon-
cerps that may arise in the
future,” sauid Sampuina,

the worcmonial sigring
il the died of conveyance
was incomphance with Proc-

< for .expansion -
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Prosicent R:-drigo Roa The-
tert: on Jan 6, 2022, which
states (At a parcel of patn
mwonial land withm the Ala-
hang Steck Fasm, Mapbr Lu-

iz City, will be for RITM -

building site purposes
The 9.007-square-meler
land is adljocent 1o the cur-
rent site o the heallh re-
seazch focility in Alabang
RITM Director Calia ,C.
Carlos, MD, meanwhrle, ex-
wessed her gratitude w the
ENIog fa ting s prap-

aralion of the deed of convey-

ance anedd for allocabing the
Land in thew favor, noting that
one of the facility’s pri bluos
woe the Iack of space. -

“1 wigh to acknowledge
the big help provided by
Land Managgmwn! Turean
Director Atty. Emelvne V
Falabis and her stafl, who

CORY. MARTINEZ .

guided and supporied o
in all stages of his jewmney
towards KIIM acguisiion
of additional lots,” said
Carlus

The RITM, the mwin re-
gmarcn arm of the Dupan-
ment of ealtt (XOH), has
haen responding to vut-
breoks af inlestonas discas-
ve for e Jedl 20 pears,
including the' fizsi severe
acnle respiratory  syvo-
drome-assoclated coro
navirus (SARSLC oVl cut-
break in 2003 ;
It was itlwg . 1he Erres

“frant of controling the

AHINI pandemic ir. 2004,
a measks outbreak in 2013,
Middie Easl respiratory
syndrome  coramav.ruy
(MEKS CuV) vmhueak from
2014 ra 2015, polio wul
mreak nrzins, and the SARS
CoV outbreak i 2019,
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Boracay advised to observe
19K daily carrying capacity

[LOILO CITY - I'he Depart-
ment of - Toutism (DOT) urged the
local government of Malay, Aklan -
o cumpiy:wﬂh ‘the allowed 19,215 '
dally carrying capacity of Boracay-.
Istand' while its carrying capaclty is’-
bemgtevxcwcdbythc Dcpartmmtoﬂ
Environment and Natural Resourccs
(DENR). =

“DENR is currently doing a re-"
view on the carrying capacity study
in 2018. They are expecting that the *
study will be released by june 15,”
said DOT Reglonal Director Cristine
Mansinares on Eriday, April 22,

Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat earlier called the at-
tention of the local government unit

(LGU) of Malay for exceeding the
duily threshold on the island during
the Holy Week.

. The number of touristson the is-
I:md was recorded at 21, 25200 April
1!. and 22, 519 on April 15,
~ HThe flgutes differ from the data
of thc Malay Tourism Office which
* showed arrivals of 44,981 from April
11t0 17 (Holy Week), with the highest

arrival of guesmcmrded onMaundy

"“Thursday at 12,266

The Malay data, huwcver. re-
ferred to the new arrivals and éid not
include the guests already staying
on the island, who were stiil part of
the carrying capacily, according to
Mansinores. (PNA)
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_ MPIC builds Biodiversity City

- M. Palhﬂc Inwvestments Corporalion:
(MP[C) the country’'s leading
mfrastrmture *investment company,
parulered with the Department of
Environment and Na.tural Resourees .

Biodiversity Management Bureau
(DENR -BMB);"the Department of
Environment and ‘Jatural Resources”
- National Caplt.nl chxon (DEl\RrNCB)
and the local gavernment unit of Quezon
City to implement the project “Building
a Biodiversily-Friendly Environment
in Metro Manilda.” The parties signed
a memorandum of agreement Lo
s'lgmry their three-year commitment
to implement the urban bmdwersxty
progra in Quezon City. To jumpstart .
th»s partnership, MPIC will adopt the
Madison Park along Aurora Boulevard
and develop it inlv an wban green park
model, ‘which will be formally known
s the Gabay Kalikasan Park. “We at
MPIC have embedded environmental
stewardship into our key business

emphasizes our commitment. 1.0 huilding
a biodiversity-lriendly snviroument for
all," MPIC chairperson, president and
CEO Manuel V- P‘.mgdm.m said. "l'lm
partnership is another step chat hclps
us move towards uphrtmg the lives of
Filipinos by ensuring that environmental
smt‘undbﬂm isalop pnunty "he a.dded

Sealeh on for beql
; entepruuur

'I'he SGV Foundation announccd
the launch.of the EY Eul.mpfeneur or.
The Year Philippines 2022 program.
' This is the. 18th year of the program,
.which .aims to recognize the .inspiring ,
men: and women whose rcm.xrkable
contributions are pivotal in shnpmg the
[’hxllppule sntrepreneuril ecnsystem,

sividad Bemarding,
rotty-friendl are {lrom let) OENR-BMB Directo Naivie '
ggﬁglﬁ%:e'%; E';yswﬂw émmhmme Ca;:an ,9:4 ;Got‘: 39[: Ag:;‘:%::g ’ s;ia-n;;l
limitninic and MPIC chiet linance, Risk and Suslainabi
.}fégr@b a}ﬁri\egs ol 1he landmark memarandum ol agreemant ‘far the consarvation program.

and investment- strategies, which .

. Alpha Omega Aquino. -

PHOTOGHAPH COURTES OF MPIG

Ilomeﬁredltm
' Gold Stevie

(,onsumer finance company Home

Credlt Philippines was named Gold

‘Stevie awardee in the ninthk annual

Asia-Pacific Slevie Awards for th_e
Innovative Use of Technology in

Human Resources catégory. The award”

recogmros mchnologydrlven hurian
resource uutmtues of Home Credit
Phlllpplﬂ&b as "a way (o connecl,
engage and transform people as they
use technology to adapt to the future

of human resource in the Philippines.”

Since the start of the pandemu: in 2020,

Home Credlt Philippines has been_

focusing ‘on creating initiatives driven
by technology to connect and engage
with its employees all over the country
and help streamline the company’s
overall processes, As a global company

.with more than 13 thousand employees

in the country alone, Home Credil
Philippines always makes its people
the core of-its business. n carly 2021,
the company launched its [[R Gateway
and Intranet to help HR Management
connect and engage with its employees
on & doily basis. 1L also developed an
E-recrult.ment portal that serves as

“its’ primary. gateway for all candidate

applications. The portal can integrate with

,external job bulletins that atiow recruiters
_to reach a diverse sel of applicant pool.

"“We at, Home Credit Philippines are proud
of this a_cluqvement.w}uch testifies our
comumitment to putting our people at the
hoan of all our actions and declslons
The dedication and commitment of our

emp!oyc% serve as the driving, foreé and”

our motwauon 0] sl&y focwsed an creating

ways and mlu.lhves to mmde them easy
access to ull pur resources,” shares Home |

Credit Phﬂlppmes chief people oﬁ'lcer,
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MAY hawak mo halamas sina {mula kaliwa) ABS-CBN Fonndation Managing|
Director Roberta Lopes-Felivinns, Marita Water President and CEQ Jocot de Dns af
DENR-NCR Reyional Executive Director Jocnrline Canmean su coremontui kick-off
ng tree planting activity para sa Earth Day 2022 celebration na ginarnep sa Qrosa Hall,
Belura Fillers Park, Bgy- Pareol, Quezon Ciy, Weff Tumbado)
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Pangalagaan, ipagianan ang slaseta, mansahe ki Loren sa ‘Earth Bay

SA paggunita ng Earth
Day noong Biyernes, nan-
awagan si Deputy Speak-
vr at Nationalist People’s
Coalition senatorial bet
Luren Lepgard? sa mga
mamamayan t;a maging
tagapagtangpol ng daig-
aaﬁ"g }u.u&-“ ‘D.clgl:len{;"
. Kilala bilang kanpaon
sa pangengalapga ng ka-
iikasan, sinali ni Legatda
ia hindl lang dagat *aahal
agahan ang coigdig’, kan-
di dapat 'mamulunan ong
lahat &2 a(,sumlnn¥ ng
izang malinie, masigla a1
malusog na “Mother Larth.”
Linawe ng bateranang
mambabatas ang pahay-

ap s5a okasyon ng ‘Earlh
iﬁy celebration” na nay

anpdaigdigang teme na
E\\'cst in our Manet'.
[Tinimok ni | egardasng

pamahalaan; prinadong
seklor at civil-saoety na
aktibong noakilalwk RF1sa-
long ang myga ﬁ’“”.‘r’“""" al
proyekiopg luluras sp
ang-nabuso s kallkasan,
abitat losi o pepkewala
g My tirahan ng hayop,
at pag<asea ng mgn ko
murldad ‘dahil sa poluyy
an.
Sa harap mg mga -

RO A kalamidad,

ulotna rit ng Mapariran
galaw ng sungkataulkan a

“climate change’, snabl n'
iegarda nz dapat lang,
kumilos ang komunidad -
ang mga mamamayan
tnlang ‘Farth Defenders” o
l-\gepa‘ghng ol ng dag-
dig - hindl lang agayos,
kundi geyundin sa hinalia-
ra

Noong nasa Senado, s
Legarda ang nagakda np
Republic Act 11038 o Ex-
pended Nativeal [niegrat:
ec_Protected Areas System
(ENIPAS) Act of 20'3. Sa
ildim ng batas, wlinvklua
ang 21 na lugar sa bansy
bidang natuzal parks. pro-
tected ‘andscape: at sea
sLapes :

Aven kay Legacda
kapag nakabalik slrang
muli Sa Sengile ay lalo pa
niyanp pag=ilbayubin ang
mpa batas kalikasan para
5 mga fusunad ne G-
crasyon . Hinimak niya2erie
ang.publiko na sema-sa-
g payabunginang gan-
da 2l sigla ng ating ka-
likasan.

Sa lahat ng mga tu-
inarakbong kandidato sa
darating na,halalen sa
Mayo, tenging si Legarda
lamang ang may mohabang
karanasan, malinaw na
adbokasiya’ at epekbibong
schon plan sa pangarpala-
gt 1 kalikasan, 4
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sa papguaila g Earth
Day ‘noang Biycrnes,
napawapan si Duepu.y
srcahcml Matonalist Peo-
Eta's Coaliticn senatosial

[ Joren LegarCR 50 mga
mAM3amayar. 1a maging

apapagtangpol ny dnigdig
D hﬁl Bel%nﬂers".
Kilulu bilang kampeon

sa pangangalaga 1g ka-
likasan, sinobi n; Legarda
na lind: lang dapau’ ‘s
halagahan ang daigd'x’,”
kundi dapat mamuliunau
ang, |ahar su pugsustiong
21g isang malinis, niasight ag
malusogna Mother Earth'.
Ginawy ng hereTanong
mamhatnmeng‘mh:rgg .
s okasvon ng Eaah Day

ey,

» 1o ¥

Hinimok ni Legarda
any pamshalaan, pnba-
¢ang schaor at avil secicry
na a<ribeng mekilibos @
isulorg ang mga programa
el proyekeong lulotu: s0
ﬂ:mg-aa'aus'o & knlikasan,

abitat 1oss 0 pagkawala
nZ mga cra s ng hayop,
a’aflg asira ng Niga komu-
r.édad dahil sa polusyw:.

Sa horap £g mgs ni-
snfonnau ne kalaridad,

u%or na Tin ng MEpan.rang
galaw np sngkilahan
at climale change, sinabi
ni na dapar :nog
kymilue uny konurldad
- ang A mamameyan -
pilang Tarth Defexdurs’ ©

x

T R AR e

oS 1~ - 3Ny . !‘!:}'E ¥
ipaglabarvang planeta ;g

1"\“%1'3
si Legarda ang nag-zkd3
ng Republic Act 11038
a Exparded Marinnal in-
regrited Protected Areas
System [(ENIFAS) Act of
2018, &a Islim ny baias,
idincKlazz a1g 24 na lugac
sa bansa bilanEn-;muml
sarks, prutecied landseapes
2% SERRCAPCS.

Ayon kay Legardd
kopag nakabalik siyuny
muli 5 Scna? aphl‘n.n pa
niyang pag-iibaythin an
mza gmas Yalikusan parg
s& mgatusunod na heners

yon. Hininiok niya tin ang

-

tggilpﬁtu‘r&gol ng daigdyy
clcheaton ma may pang- © - Rindi lang ngaxoa, knpﬁ%

daigdigang t2ma nainvesk
in our Plam’. '

publike i saMa-samang

payahungin ang ganda at
;ig]lr:'aI ng atng kﬁliﬁ:ﬁn."

- .5n.lahat ng mga tu-
matakbong kandidato sa,

gayurd:n sa binakarap? ¢ ~dagaring na halalar so

Noeng nasa: Senado,

Mase, tanping si Lugarda
kaneng ang may mahabhang
karemman, malinaw £ ad-
bokastya ar epekibeng ac-

o, plim A pongangalaga .

ny kalikasan.
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Loren urges candldates to bare

climate action plans

I By EDU PUNAY

- ———

- "e

Plans for,gli_mat_ef_;han'ge-..

- adaptationvand: mifigation

must be laid out, according to
UriTeam senatonal candidate
Loren Legarda, as she urged
all candidates to make it part
of their campaign thrusts this
election.

As she led the country’s ab-
servance of 52 Earth Day last’
Friday, the three-term.senator
and envnmnmental champion
cited'the need for ¢andidates

 in both national and local elec-

‘tions to come up with their
plans on how to protect and
preserve the environment,

“lLurge all my fellow candi-
dates, from the national level
to the cities and municipali-
ties, to present their environ-
mental agenda to the' voters
We can start by focusmg ‘on.
three things: Managing risks.
instead of mana ngdmas!er.s,~
pmtechng our ecu«yatejns and.

Simiproving rural. lwglsbbodsﬂ'q’j
Leg.:u:da Sald a,,ﬁfs,,,c, '“'ft,‘

“Qur people Tieed to l‘mow

"how we as publlc servanls

plan to invest in our planet in
order to address the climate:
emergency we are in. [ know
that regardless of our parfies
and golors, we all agree that
weneed to save uur'plauu -
and 1 hope we all campaign

: |ustas hard forourclimateand

lead muct mv;edcd d;scus_suons

,on climate change,” she said.
Legarda emphasized the
important role played by elect-
ed officials in addressing the
climate crsis, especially on the
level aof the local government.
“Qur people are logking
for the ciimate agenda not just
of national candidates, but
of local ones. After all, local
governments are frontliners
in planning and 1mplementing,
programs for climate resil-
ience. L.GUs see firsthand the
impacts of the climate-crisis,
and they are often the first

‘responders when the worst

of the consequences com?
she said,
At the Earth Day celebra-

tion, Legarda led the "Pagy-
:abong 2022: Enrichment Trec

Planting Activity” of Philip-

‘pine native tree specics, or-

ganized by the Department
of Environment and Natural
Rcsoqrces:Biodiversity Man-
agemerit Buieau, the ASEAN

LCenter for Biodiversity, and
‘the Climate Change Com-

mission at the Ninoy Aquino
Parks and Wildlife Center in
Quezon City,

This year’s theme of Larth
Day, “Invest in Qur Flanet”
calls on everyone toactboldly,
innovate broadly and im-
piement equitably in order
to preserve and protect our
health, our families and our
livelihoods.
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THE Imus River in Cavite province origlnates irom the upland streams of Silang and flows down te
1he ccean via Manita Bay. All segments of the river span 186.5 kilometers and pass through major
tawns and cities of the pravince like Silang, Imus, Gasmarifas, Kawit and Bacoaz, asshown in the

Photo. GRIG AR PITMSEA P10

Pemsea presents solutions to rid
rivers of plastics for Earth Day

SOUTREAST Asia environ-
nent agency is finding ways
to zelp manage plastic waste
entering the world's nivers as it cel-

cbrated Earth Day 2022 on April 22.

The Pertnershipsin Cnvironmen-
tai Management for the Seas of East
Asia {Pemsea) released a set of five
studies under Project Aseano, athree-
yearinitiative to stop plasticpollation
in two pilot sites—the lzius River in
Cavite province in the Philippines
and the Citarum River in Indoncsia,
a Pemsea news release said,

Funded by the Norwegian Develop-
ment I’rogram to Combat Marine Lit-
rerand Microplastics, Project Aseano
is led by the Norwegian Institute for
Water Research, and the Center for
SoutneastAsian Studies:n Indonesia.

It i ragether with the Pamsea Re-
source Faciiity and the Asean Secre-
Lariat under the purviewoef the Asean
Working Groupan CaastalandMarine
Environment.

Layman versiorsofthe studies are
publicly downloadable, The studies
zover the social implications of plas-
tic pollution mitigation, assess the
knowledge, attitudes and pra:tiécs
on plastic waste and offer mapsofthe
Imus River watersned

Italsoidentified hotspots of plas-
tic weste, Waste entaring this rviver
systemisliable to flow into the ocean
via Manila Bay.

The studies were led by two aca:
demicinstitutions based within the
Iimus River watershed—the Cavite
State University and De La.§alle

University Dasmarifiaz (DLSU-D).
“We wanted to understand not fust
what tyges'of waste enter the Jmus
River, but how the people whe live near
the river itzelf perceived plastic pollu-

tmnaswcllaslocalefforuto combatit,”
cxplaived Dr. ..dwm-lnesesofDLaU D.
"Through this, we were able to
contextualize possible policies and
initiatives thatmight once more make

- the river safe forbathing, fishing and

L

recreation,”’ Lineses said

EastAsian countrics produceover
half of the world's' marine plastic
poliution, and watnways like the
Imus River act as convevor belts
that discharge waste ta the oceans.

“Project Asean isdeveloping prac-
tical measurés to reduce the entry of
plastic waste into rivers, while care-
fully.‘lssesgingiﬂéij‘;tcl:linkcddynam-
icsbetween residents, local economies
and theenvironment,” explained Ase-
ano Braject: Manager Thomas Bell

Project Aseano promises to share
proven and ‘cost-effictent actions o
help locai communiries better man-
age plastic waste from sourae to sea.

The project . :uhan:u capacity,
monh’nrmg QVE'J.’IHOH .’md 'mter-lo-
cal government Uit cooperation for
veticus. groups taciling river pollu-
tion. Its iO“JlIUlIl are designed tobe
replicated. and upscnlcd across the
region, the news releasc said.

"Fot almost three decades, Pein
sea has been deévelopirig and sharing
selutions to tevive the scas of Eest
Asta” said-Pemhseir -Exccuhvc Direc-
tor Aimee Gonzalés. . g B

'ThuEarth Da)' iat’srevive aur riv-
r15. Promating integrated river man-
agemant, ius!‘li]i'e'l'nt'cgntcd coastal
management, Lranslates to morce
preductive watcrways and healthier
communities,” Gonzales said. .
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Resorts World Manila take

Earth Day to heart

The warm summer of April is usually a call
for celebration, but as temperatuces continue
to rise, focus s shifted towards taking better
care of the planet. Earth Day was on April 22
this year and the country’s premier entertain-
ment and lifestyle hub, Resorts World Manila
(RWM), is putting its heart into celebrating ,
all things Barth for the rest of the month. The |
celebration’of all good things for the planet
is, part of the country’s first fullz; integrated
resort’s overall commitment to championing

'sustainability” RWM's |“l Love Earth’] cam-
paign fecognizes the importance of putting
the Earthinto the heart' of every individual,
community and business. . % #i,

Guo préen with glee at the Plant and Sus-
lainability Fair at The Plaza 2F Newport Mall |
fram April 18-24. Stop by and smell the flora
by premium plant nursery, Arid & Aroids,

with their best collection of plants on sate and
displayed at the festival. Merchants from The
Good Trade PH are also in on the fair with
bootts selling Earth-loving products from ap-
parel, accessories, and skin care.' ' !

' RWM's Newport Garden Wing's The Grove
at the 2nd floor,is also hosting‘aMall-seum
exhibit for long established Filipino sculptor
Arnel Borja. The artist is known for his large
pieces that arc based on the principle of ful-
crum balance. Witness his art and behgld the
intricate equilibrium that extends the fulcrum
from theary o reality with the wé-inspiring
display from April 21-May 4. Selected art pieces
are availahle for purchase through www.rwm-
exclusives.com using cash credit, and, RWM
membership points.

Visits to RWM can be made more memorable
with a can’t-be-missed photo opportunity at

nale

the new Creen Earth One (GEO} installation
at the ground foor of the Newport Garden
Wing, right beside the Garden Wing Cafe.
GEQ is a living spherical garden that fea-
¢Hres a vasiety of plant species thal exude
real beauty, that thrives in this environment,
The installation in itself represents the Earth
and the fragile ecological balancé of life and
I human deyelopment. 3] Caiba L *3.
To know more about, RWM'S Earth Day:
cvents, including the Newport Mall’s Heart
Earth activities, visit www.rwmanila.com
or follow @wmanila and @newportmall on
Facebook and Twitter, and @rescortsworld-
manila on Instagram. Take your experience
to the next level and download the, RWM
mobiic app for free-to get instant access (0
numerous discounts, freebies, and exclusive
invites to RWM events. -¢ T s

Can't-be-missed phota ep.fonunity: RWM's new
Green Earth One (GEO) installation at the ground
floor of the Newport Garden Wing i
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" Resorts World Manila

is putting the Earth
to heart

he
April is usually a cal

warm
fur calebration bat as

temperalnres conlinue (o
rise, tocus is shifted towards taking
better care ¢l the planct, Earth
Day cn April 22 this
vest and the country's premier
entertainment and lifestyle hub,
Resertss Werld Manila [RWM, along
with its parince botels Marriort
Hotel Manila, Hotel Okura Manila,
Hiltan Manila, Sheraton Manila
Hotel and MHoliday Inn Expross
Manila Newport City, ave putting s
heart into celebrating all the things
we Inve about this green sphoere we
call home. The celebration is part of
the country’s first fuily inr=prate:d
resort's overall commitment

was hebd

waorld-class offers.

RWM pucsts wentl green
with glee at the recent Plant and
Sustainability Fair at The Plaza 2F
Nownaort Mall. Patrons stopped by
and smebled the flora by premium
plant nursety, Arid & Aroids, with
the'r best collection of placts en
gale and displayed ar the festval.
Merchants frem The Good Trade PH
were also part of the fair with booths
seiling Larth-loving praducts from
aor‘lrvl accesyeries, and skin care,

RWM’'s Newport Garden Wing's
The Grove at the 2nd floor is also
hosting & Mall-scum exhibit for
long established Filipino sculptor
arrel Borja. Arnel Botja is known

for his large piccns that are based
on the prirciple of fulccum halance.
W tness his art and behold the
intricate equilibrium that extends

summer of

RWM’s | LOVE EARTH sustainability showcasa boath at the
Marriott Grand Ballreom for the WTTC Glabal Summit 2022,

to choampioning sustainability,
RWM's “[ LOVE EARTH compaign
recognizes the hmportance af
putting the EARTH into the HEART
of evervindividual, community, and
business,

N month betore the annual

Green Earth One (GEO})
living spherical garden

instaliation at the Newport
Garden Wing,

the fulcrun Srom theoty to realizy
with the awe-inspiring display from
April 21-May 4. Selectad art pleces
are availgble for purchase through
Wwwrwmesciusives.cott using cash,
credit, and RWM membersiip puints
Visits to RWM can be made more
memorahlc with a can’t-be-missed
ploto opportunity at the new (sreen
Farth One (GEQ) installation at
the ground floor of the Newport
Garden Wing, right beside the
Garden Wing Cafe GEO is a living
sphericz] garaen that features a
variety of p‘d.lt species that cxude
real beauty that thrives in this
envi-enment. The installation it
itself represents the Carth and the
fragile ecological bal: mce ol life and
human development.

celebrotion of Earth Day, RWM
launched its first foray :nto its
Sustainable Culinary journey with
the use ol Cage-Free cgps, Thisis just
oneolthe many steps RWM is taking
towards the Healthy, Responsible
and Saswainable Sourcing of its

Tu kaow ore aboul RWH's
LGVE TARTH campaign, visib wwiw,
yrwmanila.com or follow @rwmanila
on Faceboolk armd Twitter, and
@resortsworldmanila oninstagram,

Take your experience to the next
leve! and downlead the RWM mobile
app for free to get instant access to
numerols discounts, freebizs, and
exciusive invites to RWM events,

CARIOON
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- Earth Day is to protect and celebrate life

ARTH Day should be every day
hen we recognize and cel-
thrawe the miracle of life itself on
thisunique planel with millions of
diverse amazi ng creatures making
up 2 wondrous biodiversity that
eosts nowhere else in the known
upiverse. How blessed are we to
exist at all. We are siill unsure of
exacily how life came 1o be, or how
we evolved and why we are the
species with the mos! developed
intellect and awesome power over
life and death on the planet.

In his now famous Encyclical
Leaee of 2015, Laudaro Si, Pope
Frands raised our awareness of
the beauty of the earth and the
universe and the integrity of cre-
ation, which we are called upon
w0 love and protect and warned
of how humans are destroying it.

Most people do net value the
carth, cur hume, our souree of being
and life Most do not contemplate
the value of life, are unaware of the
aeation, the canh, the natural world,
the biodivensity of life, the univérse
or themselves. Many humans live in
an unknowing and mindless daily
1autine s they struggle Lo susvive in
powverty while others, equally mind-
less, have an abundance of material
things and are disconneated from
themselves, each other and the
nalural wodd olthe eanth, Thisis the

‘great imagedy of human lite, the only

species with intellect -intelligence,
knowledge, spiritval values and dig-
nity, and huinan enegy 2l Jargely
wasted on trivial, useless pursuits.
The human species, with intel-
lect, are living self-destructive
tifestyles and economic and in
dustrial activities to the point of
destroying the sensitive dimate and
ecosysterns of the earth, and in the
process, are destroying each other,
The desires of humans (o pursue
vast material wealth and power and
gaindomination overoiherslead w
conflicts and destructive activilies

REFLECTIONS

FR. SHAY
CULLEN SSC

leading to the extinction of many
species and life on the planel, The
exiraction and burning of fossil
fuel is excessive, and is bringing
the earth 10 the point of dimatic
global warming where there is a
lipping point, a peint of no retum.
Them when reached, warming wiil
continue past 2 degrees Celsius
until the earth is uninhabitable
Must food erops cannot grow in

-exXressive wann cliinates.

The majority of people are
tragically unconcerned of the

looming catastrophe because ,

of misinformation spread by
powerful agencies, multinational
corporations and their execu-
tives. Ty spread climate change
denial and debunk the truth of
science 1o protect theis own in-
Justries. These fossil luel indus-
tries need m be phased out for
replacement by renewable energy
sources, The corporate tycoons
lobby-and control politicians 10
block. legislation that promole
renewable energy sources and
ban fossil fuels, oil, gasand coal.

Most pzople are unaware and
do not appreciate Lhe complexity
of theinterdependence olall life
forms on Earth of which the hu-
man species is an intimate part
and whose deslinies are inter-
twined with globat warming and
life together on the earth. Too
many humans are benion killing
1tie other species and each other,

If humans continue o destioy
the ferests and all the creatures
living an them. then the people
will have destroved their own
sources of water and medicine
and negated the rolz of foresis to
control and contain carbon diox-
ide'and thus contrgl global warm-

ing. The balanred level for life 10
thrive is changing and the humans
are at present perishing as drought
spreads in pails of Alnca.

In Scuth Africa, as | wrile,
devastating Nloods are destroying
vast lands, crops, food reserves,
houses and peeple. In the Philip-
pings, greater, mare povrerful and
more frequent wyphoons have
already hit the nation. The rains
are devastating, the lost farests
have lefi bare hillsides prone (o
massive landslides and floods
that destroy the rice fields and
kill hundreds of people. It is a
sellinMicied catastraphe.

As Pope Francis has said in
Laudato Si, “The human envi-
onment and the nawral envi-
ronment deleriorate logether;
we cannot adequately combat
enviconmental degradation un-
less we ateend Lo causes related 10

human and scdal degradacion...”

The social degradation he
speaks of is the impact of poverty
among humansand how it affects
life on Farth, The evolutun ofthe
human species continues. Like a
viru.s, thl’l: are muxalions. some
berign, others deadly The deadly
violent humans are the pecple
likely to have unjustly and un-
fortunately grown up in povery,
emotional and material suffered
deprivation, neglect and abuse:
psychological, physical and sexual
viclence. Most viclims suffer in
silence all (heir lives, others veer
10 the path of greater violence.

They desire to inilicton others
vengeful vialence in retaliation
for what they-themselves suf-
fered in childhood. They bully,
intimidate, silence and abuse all
others to get their way. There i
no justification whalscever for
the evil that they do.

These people choose to domi-
nale olhers by force and lead
fanatical groups and even nations

on paths of violent atiacks an
war, They may glory in power 1
compensate for the powerlessne:
of an abusive childhood. They at
leaders desiring revenge on suchet
and the werld and they stant ooz
flicts and wars, They lead terroris
groups and oppress and kill thei
own people. To name a few 1
history like Lenin, Stalin, Hitle '
Assad, Quewn Mary, and now Pu .
tin and others bent on kill:agan:
desteuction. Tiese leaders becom
violent tyrants, dictators, out
destroy their critics and other na
tions even and the enviconmen
vaLh extractive industry, mired i
corruption and war crimes.

Wars destroy the earth and the
environment. As Pope Franci:
saye: “1Lis foreseeahle that, one
cenain resources have been de
pleted, the scene will be ses fo:
new wars, albeit under the guise
of noble claims. War always doe:
‘grave harm 10 the environmen
and 10 the culwral riches o1
peoples, risks which are magni
fied when one considers nudea)
arms-and biological weapons.
Despite the international agree.
ments which prohibit chemical,
bacieriolagical and bioiogical
warfare, the factis that laboratory
research continues e develop
new offensive weapons capable
of altering the balance of nature.”

So, in Ukraine, it may come
1o chemical or a nuclear strike,
unthinkahle as that may be, The
environmenl has been desuroyed
by devasiauing accidents at nuciear
power plants and in the Philip-
pines, agreements o funderstanding
have been signed by government
officials to stz plans o build a
nudearplant. People should know
whal is being done in their name
and have a right 1o protect them-
selves, their nation and the earth.

www.preda.ong
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Shy as lr is, very lizele is known
‘abéut this vcry elusive marine mam-
mal=its pupulatlon and distribution,
hcvwandwhnerrbrecdsortongngarﬁ'.
or where and how it raise its young’

Fortunately. as a spectes. dugong
IS surviving the numemu., human-

thc'Steilbrs EPD COW 'ha' lived aff the
coastofwestern North America, which

mainly due to hunting, .

; Dugongisnneo"ourlwingspecics
of the Order Sizenia, which includes
three specics of manatees—the Ama-.
zonian, Lhe West Indian and the West
Afncnn manatees. It ig the anly living
representative of the once-dwersc
bamxly Dugongidae. '
'Dugong life aycle - <

KNOW R (0 hve up to 70 years old,

forthismarincherbivores tobccome
sexually T T S N,
‘By feeding'on seagrass,. an aduit
dugong can weigh from 250 kilcgrams
to 300 ky. lL l: not surpnsmg because
scientists ny its closest land mamma:
relacive I the eleph:nt and not cows.
| 1t got the name sea cow only buauae
| it feeds on scag,nss

A dugong's gasmtwn perlod takes

about 13 to 15 months which means

|itcan only reproduce once vvery three

years, orup to 7 years, and it can anly
produce one offspring at 1 time,

A mama dueana chauld nurkars

lnduu‘d thg jeats, unhkc its cousin, °

became extinct in-the 18th century

it takes about four years tp 17 years

S

NOWN locally as “dugong”
(Dugong dugon), this sea cow is
a large, charismatic and gentle
creature of the sea that is rarely seen
nowadays in coastal and marine areas
where they used to thrive.

until the baby dugong <an fend for
itself by eating seagrass 14 months
to 18 months after Lirch.

Population decline

KHOWN teoccurin 37 countriesin
the Indo-Pacific region, the glohal
population of sealcows it on the
dacline. The International Uanion
for Conservaticn of Hature (JUCN)
Red List af Threatened Specieslists
dug;ng as vulnerable.

In the Philippines; the dugong is
¢ritically endangered, a conservation
slatus that incans the species isjust a
step.shy fram baing declared extinct.

Yet,despiteits consarvationstatus,
still very little is known about the du-
gong nnd its way of life, Pernaps this
is tha reason why its popuhuon on-
tinues todrop.

There are five pricrity sites for
dugang .conservation in the Philip-
pi m.s—galauntls!and mBusuangaand
Grieen [sland Bay (which has angaing
conservationinitiatives), bethin Pala
wan province; the Malitaand Davao del
Sur area; Sarangani Bay; and rhe Sulu
A‘r(’hip.elaglo

) Saving't th‘e dugongs

_.1In the Philippines, at least one group,
the Cornmumty, Centered Conserva-
tion- thlxppl'\cs (C3PH), is warking
closely with the communities to save
the species from extinction..

In his online presencation during
thr Wasld WAL fa TYare axl.h

Oous

Savmg the
- mysteri

aQ

iy Junarian L MavuGa

orpanized by the Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB) of the Department
of Fovironmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) on March 4, Reynante V. Ra-
milo, programmecaordinatoraf C3VH.
said conserving the critically endan-
gered dugong in the Philippines has
always been a majur challenge,

“The decline of the species and
escalating threars lad ro its classifica-
tionascritically endangered,” e said.

Human-induced threats
RAMILO said theextinctionofdugony
:.anbeenilybhmédona numberofhu-
man-inducad threats—such as fishery
by-catch, directhunting, rapid coastal
devclopmentand Labitatdegradation.
"Sometimes, {ishermen are forced
to sacriFice, their (dugangl lives even
though theyknowitisillagal o hurtor
kill dugongsbecause toey want to save
theirf ishnetsmom(lnan’thedugong..,’
Ramile said ir a lLl«phonr lrtervuw
on Apnl 18.

. As part of the CIPH's conserva-
tion measure to save dugongs caught
in fisknets, Ramilo said they are of-
fering to.pay the fishermen the cost
of the fishnets to save the life of the
peor dugong. .

“Inst last year, we crn¢ounterad
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fishermenthe cost ol the fishnerand
we were ahle to save the lives of the
dugongs,” he recalled
Protected mammal
DENRAdministrative Order 5501991
declared the :lugnng ax a Protected
Marine Mainmal of she Philippincs.
This means tha: hurting, hunc-
ing, killing, trading, or-even pos-
session of dugong, dead or glive, is
pum;habh by law.

The do:larauonglws ltumgue m-
porsanceasaspecies, pernaps equal to
that of other iconie animals like rhe
Philippine eagle, whichis ;rotc(tedby
Republic Act 6147, which declared it
asa Protected Bird in the Phxhppxms

At the same time, the, Philippine
_}ﬂga_r_gﬁw,;g;_‘g:o:ectéd-.’b)‘i..Cpmmon-_
wealtl Act 73 that prohibits thekilling,

hunting, wounding or taking away of

the tamaraw (Bubalus mindove d§ is),
th.'\twns'.lpp.ro\l-c d‘pnO(t'o_b:cr)l 1936.

Important ecosystem function
IN h-: prvsent'mon -Ramile said
dngongs unpurlangc to fisheries
and marint biodiversity cannor be
overemphasized: -
A memaar of the IUCN -Sireraa
Specialist Group, Ramilo said du-

pongs hélp stabilize sediments,

A

,,»%

pm 8’““ eco‘yctemn ar»né(eﬂem baro:n-
E g i ﬂlwsmdlcnlwc ohheovcra]lhealﬁo[

I
N filter la:ge qumtmcs of nutrients
:nd-play an' nmpmunt role in the -
: marme ccos)stem

“The dugonglhatlwcsm thcsc sea-

.

the ecosystem,’ Hamllo said in a ‘mix’

of Filipine and English b

He said the.dugong's constant’
browsing of seagrass encourages re-
growrh, omnrlng critical habitat and
feeding sites for 3 host of other marine
species, including turtles, dolphins
and uwfnsl:i. '

!
Elusive '
WHILE it is widely knawn that they
inhabit and can only be found among
seagrass, actually “finding” rhcm 15
easier said than done.

Take it from scuba diver and ex:
plorer Gregg Ya n"
ro see 3 wild dugong” he zecalied, |

“Sizeable herds of dugonge ance

It tohi me decades

glied the Philippine arc hipeiago unti)

bunting and habirat foss greatly re-
duced their numbers. Some herds are
stull huldi'l'-uoutinlaabela‘. Mindanao,
Cuimarasandfalawan, bur encounters
areextremely rar2,” Yan toid the Buss.
nessMirrorvia Messengeron April 19
He explained that encounrering a-

“duponglsunlikeseeingawhale, “which

steals your breath away beceuse of
sheer siza, novta shark that inspires
just a primeval bit of fear.”

“Dugongs arc huge but cute and
friendly, jusr like a, mermaid Hodor,”
he sad. .

AT, + SR 4 g A S

TouttsPtnagnet

WHILE they are ineleed elusive and
hardtofind, onCalauic Istand dugong
hunt” is ‘Being ‘offered a5 part of the
dmng CXPCriChCe TO IO TISLS,

Da'm, ()(ampo ocennn:oru‘rrvalwn
advocate, 'nz’fcr,.(uba diver, andph(.-
tograplr,'cxpcrt cold the BusinessMiz-
ror wia Magsenger thatbecause finding

" 281 ¢ows it not cazy, a localTa'gbanu;
“tourguide willgive thechances of find-

Ing them a byg bavst.-
. Hawever, shzervingandin: cm(tmg

wlthd\.gony,srrmu-eprrmxssmnfrom
the szbanua"(hzl protr-((
pomted oul - - v

Ralsmg awareness -
OCAMPU saxd ecptourism. cam help
x 'alse nvarmin about w.ldhfc

“With that awaremss it can help
people to cz'efor them " ke !.ald when

_ souight fur's comment Iastﬁ.pnl 18.

“Ecotourismi can alsc -help raise
needed finds for the management of
_nmlr(u'&a reas/habitatstoensurathat
endarigerad wildlife, such asdugongs.
canthriveandrecovarfrom population
Aecline” he added. . .~

A'rcr'n.lmu Lo .Ol.gmpo. Interaction
guideiines wcu. ¢already set for "Iugr\ng
and-othier wﬂdl:r( tourism. [t limits
the -m-'wcrni pmp.omrrra., g with
them at a. Riven ll T or Lhe amount
of time thiey are expused to tourists.
whichcat be steesstul to taemor alcoy
their bahavior 3

“These [guidel mvs] Should be
strictly foilowed and repular studies
should be condicted to assess if those
rieas ures a.-rc'naugh.' hasaid.

Wayfnrward A
ACCORDING toRamil 0,C3PH wnllcon—
tinue towork withcommunitiesandle-
cal government units in Pilawan wirh
the gaal of'-esle)lixﬁlirng a. network of
dugong: ankérvarionsitesinPa Iaw an
C3PH inte nds(upushful l||edevc1-
np"u--vandlmp!emenuu nntrhrUp-
gong.(‘opgrfﬁiioﬁ Atea Management
Plan in coordination with (lunur.n;d
goveriment agengics andiwark with
therDENR-und. the -Palawan: Council
for Sustainable cheiopme-w (PCsD)y
for the decla tatlon of certiinarneas as
Critical Habitat for Dl.;ong 2
“We w2t to promote paruclpator;-

) rcxuchu A thon tordnkurh :he-um -

munities and tl‘-o pr.iu n:L of citizen
seiance,” hc s.ud ;

Hopc[ully. tie'said,. b:tmn 202?
to 2025, C3pH will be IJll'!l)t“nll(i"
dngnngcnnso'v.n':qn n Calau tlaland
it cight or mére’ Sther éritical: me{
across Palawan, - . Sy O
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. Employces
ol Manila
Water Co.
In¢. and lta
partner agen-
cies mark
Earth Day by
' taking part in
a8 'Lakbay Ka-
likasan Hike
and Bike for
- Nature' ot the
La Mesa Na-
ture Reserve
§. In Quezon
- CRy yester-
day. : !
LIV
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| POWER, ENVIRONMENT WOES
FAGE SOUTHERN LUZON BETS

(Third of a series)

nstable power supply and

big-ticket projects that

would lead to the displace-

ment of indigenous peo-
ples (IP) from their ancestral
domain and damage to the en-
vironment are among the majer
issues confronting candidates
in Southern Luzon in this year's
elcctions.

The state of the Sierra
Madre mountain ranges, host-
ing the largest remaining patch
ot old-growth tropical rain-
forest in the Philippines, will
take center stage s conflicting
interests of local and national
leaders and 1P groups clash.

spanning  Luzon's north-
eastern coast frem Cagayan
province in the north to Quezon
province in the south, Sierra
Madce does not only protect a
large part of Luzon by serving as
a bufler against typhoons that
develop in the Pacific Ocean, it
alsp accounts for 4o percent of
the country's forest cover, Yet. it
remains heavily under threat of
illegat logging, mining activitics,
and road construction and de-
velopment, accerding to Forest
Eonndation Philippines.

Nilo Tamoria, regional di-
rector of the Departnent of
Envircnment and Natucal Xe-
sources (DENR) in Calabarzen
(Cavite, Laguna, Bacangas, Riza),
and Quezan), challenged candi
dates totake astand againstthe
destruction of not just the Ster-
ra Madre, but of the country’s
forests and natural resources,

The latesc Glabal Forest Re-
sources Assessment report of
the UN Food and Agriculeure
Organization showed that the
Philippines is left with 7,014,165
hectares of forest cover, or 23.4
percent of the country's total
area of 30 million ha, hased on
the land cover data in 2015,

‘Ihe need for candidates to
protect forests and other natu-
ral resources is urgent, Tamo-
ria said, noting that in Quezon
alone, 20 illegal logging hot
spots within Real, Infanta and
General Nakar towns had been
identified.

Kaliwa Dam

Oscar Bernardo Catilo. an
environmentalist active in pro-
rection efforts for the Sierra
Madre in Infanta town, urged
all candidates to review the
P12 2-hillion Kaliwa Dam project
in northern Quezon, which cov-
ers sections of the Sierra Madre

The Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System
has been pushing for the con-
struction of Kaliwa Dam as a
major component. of its New
Centennial Water Source Proj-
ect 1o address a projected water
¢risis in Metro Manila.

Butenvironmentat, religicus
and activist groups and some
officials in Quezon have op-
posed the project, w ith Fr, Pere
Montallana, “chair of Save Sierra
Madre Network Alliance (SSM-
NA), noting that every Filipino
wauld end up paying for the
rost of building the dam.

Studies done by SSMNA
showed that the ptoject would
submerge parts of the Slerra
Macre in Tanay, Xizal; and Gen-
eral Nakar and [nfanta rowns in
Quezon, [t is expected to lluod a
watershed area of 9,700 ha and
affece 1,465 familles.

The project, Catllo said,
should be viewed from the
perspective of the rights of 1P
communities proteceed by the
[ndigenous Peoples’ Rights Act
of 1997 (Republic Act No. 8371,
as well as laws aimed at pro-
tecting the cavironment, like
Republic Act No. 7585, or the
Nationai Intcgrated Protececd
Areas System Acc of w2,

Sierra Madee’s IPS  have
been firm that they would not
give their free, prior and in-
formed consent to the project,
a requirement under RA 8371,

The Mangyans of Orien-
tal Mindoro also face the same
threat of displacement from the
land rhat their ancestors had
nurtured, according to Fr, Ed-
win Gariguez, director of Dioce-
san Social Actien Center of the

JApostolic Vicariate of Calapan.

Fr. Gilbert Talabong, Uni-
san rown parish priesr, said
the continuous construction
of coal-fired power plants in
Quezon province was an urgent
concern that provincial candi-
dates should address,

“There should bé no mere
new plants, And those already

existing should be converted
to environment-friendly oper-
ation,” Talabong said.

Quezon is already hosting
three coal-ficed power plants
in Mauban and Pagbllao towns
The constructian of anuther
plant in Atlimonan town is on-
going amid protests [rom the
Liocese of Lucenaand enviran-
mentalists.

Last ecological frontier

The island province ot Pal-
awan, the cauntry's last eco-
logical fronticr, is also faclng
environmental prablems (hul
candidates seeking local pogi-

_nons must address. °

Crizeida Mayo-Anda, exec-
utive director of Environmen-
tal Logal Assistance Center Inc.
a nongovemmenta' org,amza
tion hased in Puerto Princesa
City, stressed che impnrrance
of local governance in environ-
mental nanagement, protec-
finn awl presecvation.
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Anda, an eavirommental
tawyer lor over 30 years,
said locals “mustre- | ~
member who the
environmen-
tal  champi-
ons were,"
Citing (of
the need
for review
of the can- g
didates’ gack O
record as an ime g
portant aspect in
electing teaders.

"On  issues of
mining, coad and
renewable  energy,

land grabbing—gov-
ernance should be -
a big factor for our voters to re-
member in the coming etections.
Do your research, if you want to
make it right, whe arc thosc sup-
portive of the fight against min-
ing, who are active champions of
renewable energy, environmen-
tal justice champions who ac-
tually worked on land-grabbing
issues?” Anda said.

On April 5 more than
1,000 antimining residencs of
Brooke's Point, compaosed of
IPs and farmers, staged a pro-
testin frong of the town hall.

Pastor Job: Lagrada, one of
the protest organtizers, lament-
ed that che welfare of margin-
alized communities that their
group represents was being
overlooked. despite’ repeated
demands to stop mining oper-
ations in the town.

In the ourlst town af Coron,
environmental advocates got a
reprieve when President Duter-
te halted a massive reclamation

under the Coron Bay Rec-

lamation and Develop-
ment Project (CRRDP)
spearhcaded by
the provincial
government of
(;’ Palawan and
# s joint ven-

ture partners,

SEEKING SAFETY
A resident of Camalig,
Albay, carries a pack of
clothes for her family
as they seek shelter in
an evacuation center
after Typhoon “Rally”

o
ZEH

/
% £ XY hit Bicol in 2020,

Y.y —GEORGE GIOURONDIAL
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Atter meeting with Sagip
Coron, a group organized by
concerned residents, Mr, Dute-
trte on March 22 instructed che
DENR and the Philippine Recla-
mation Auchority toissue cease-
ang-desisr orders and the for-
feiture of the tlegally reclaimed
land in favér of the government.

Sagip Coron convener Beh
Magallanes said illegal recla-
mation and quarrying in the
town had been causing envi-
ronmental destruction o its
once unspoiled environment.

“Ceron is one of the most

beauriful and pristine sanctu-
arles in our country. We must
protect it and | will protect it
To quarry and devastate nearby
mountains for soil to duinp and
fill the marine habitats that will
also destroy the area’s fore-
shore land for cotnmerce and
profit is an assault an the envi-
romuent and che long-term fu-
ture of the arca for sustainable,
nondestructive, businesses like
toutism, fisheries and agricul-
ture far the benefit of the peo-
pie af Coron and its future pen-
erations,” Magallanes said in a
statement on April 5,

Power woes

The CBRDP, according to the
towi's tourismy master plan, is a
two-phased so-ha investment
initiative projected to respond
to the future demand for land
for tourism and commercial
activities. It will cover coastal
arzas in three Coron villages,
which has an average depth of
5 Lo 7 mieters from the seafloor,
[n the Bicol region, unsta-
ble powcr supply plagues most
FQEIIE_;_ IOVIMCES “despite hav-
d!}&‘-’t‘f‘? egthermial fields that

Power Luzon.
L} Local power discribution
firms and cooperatives in the
Jegon. are saddled by varicus
operational and technical prob-
lemns such as unpaid consumer
bills, syxtem losses caused by
rampant power pilferages, and’
antiquated transmission Jines
and stations that are easily

damaged by strong typhoons
thar frequently hit the region.

The island province of Cat-
anduancs suffers unscheduled;
and frequent power interrup--
tions that the FirstCatanduanes
Electric Cooperative [nc. at-
tributed to old wires damaged
by storms or strong winds.

[n Masbate, consumers
complain of weekly rotational
and unannounced brownouts
which could stretch to over 12
hours on Saturdays due to in-
sufficient power supply for its’
growing nuiuber of consumers.

Rosemaric  Quinto  Rey,
president of Albay Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ACCH),
wondered why consumers in
Albay have to pay the high cost
of electricity when the province
and its neighboring Sorsogon
produce géothermal energy.

“Is there any possibility of
getting a lower electricity rate
here? How about the rampant,
scheduled and unannounced
brownouts, what are their plans
to ease the burden of people
from experiencing such? Rey
asked.

Disaster preparedness

Added 0 Bicol's woes is hav-
ing to deal with destructive ty-
phoons, che region being located
on rhe country’s eastern sca-
board frequented by typhoons,
with often very little quick re-
sponse fund to go around.

For Lemuel Surcida, prx‘J.-'
vincial administrater of Cat-
anduanes, the creation of a
pepanmem of Disaster Resil-
ience would benefit the island
province.

"With the creation of the
departinent, it would enhance
the disaster risk resilience capa-
bility |of Incal 'governments| in
terins of manpower, equipment
and infrastructure,” he sanl.

He said it would aiso speed
up the respoanse and. il the .

‘gap in addressing the needs of

the affected considering there
would be a budget allotment.

According te ACCL presi-
dent Rey, the Bicol piovinces,
despite being prone to disaster,
do not have concrete plans to
build permancnt shelters for
people whe live in high-risk
ar¢as. —REPORTS FROM DELFIN.T.
MALLAR! JR., MADONNA T. VIROLA,
ROMAR MIRANDA, MAR S, ARGUELLES
AND MICHAEL JAVCIAN INQ
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HOMEQF THE TRIBE
A group of Dumagat cross
esthe Kaliwa-Agos Rivarin
Infanta, Quezon pravince, ina
photo (above) taken in August
, 2019, indigenous peaplesin
the Sierra Madre mountains
are oppasing the canstruction
of Kaliwa Dam in their midst.
=RICHARD A.REYES

PROTEST Residents of
Brooke's Point, Palawan prov-
ince, gather at the municipal
hall on April 5 to protest
mining activities in the town,
~ROONACIS/CONTKIBUTOR
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OEALING WITH CALAMITY 8icolanos have lzarned to live with calamitie as they deal with the
impact of destructive typhoons and the constant threat of volcanic eruption. In this photo taken
in October 2020, aresident of Malinao, Albay province, sorts through the debris left by Typhoon
“Rolly” (international name: Goni), - ceorat 610 BRONDIAL
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Top Southerm Luzon developer

Pueblo De Oro Development
Corporation (PDO), thy property
develepmenr arm of the IQGP Group, w3
nauncd among the Tap 1) best performing
dewclapers in South Luzon (ranked ninth}
by the Huime Development Murual Furl
during.the Pag-tBIG Fund Stakeholders’
Accomplishment Raport (SXAR) for the
year 2081 The StAR Awards is the annual
recognition of the stakeholders, service
partners, employers and top devclopers
far their contriburions to the eontinued
growth of the Fund. The PNO Batargns
Teamn was commended for significantly

contriliuting to the Pag-IBIG Pund's ~

efforts of providing every Filipinn worker

“the opportunity to own a home, Among

the projects that formed part of.they
company’s autstanding performarire
are La Aldea del Monte and Park Flace *.
Batasgas in 8to. Tomas. The Drojects
combined for total loan tukeouts of over
P31 million for the period. Inphote i
PDO senior vice president angd Keneral
manager for Luzon operations Leonardo
Dayago Jr. with the PagIBIG AR Award,

)T0:SPEED '

liuest speaker Entreprenenr Of The Year
Philippines 2019, Benjamim Yao, president
ard CEO of Steelpsia Manufacturing
Corperation, shared his experience of
the previous program, saying, “There
arc oppoertunities to contribute, huild
where there was none, correct the wrong
and improve or add to what is already
good. We need to remain undainted and
unstoppahle. 1 leamed much during the
Entrepreneur Of The Year experience,
The ' BQY arganization and its past
whimers have reaffitmed our vision,
Turther strenglhening wur resclve.”
The prograin is organized by the SGV
Feuindalicn and its co-presenters, numely:
the Departinent of Trade and Industry,
the Philippine Business for Sonial
Progress, the Philippine Stock Exchanye,
the; Asian Institute of Management,
official medin-RusinessWorld and
ABS-CBN News Chiannel. The program
ts sponsored by Gold Spansors Stoc!Asia
Manufarturing Corporation and Uratex
and Silver Sponscrs lilsllicare, OneWorld
Alliance. Logistics Corpiration and Regan
Inchsstrial Sakes Ing

(1650
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! the Entrepronaur of ha Year Pilippinas 2022 pragram are (from lafi) Dr.
ﬂgfeh:r:gu:::g?‘pmesidenl,pCEo and Dean of Asian Instilute' of Managemsnl; :ﬂdwg ;l'an,'
chairperson and Managing Parlner ol SGV & Co. and president of he_.SG'." Dlurl :1 ?:e
Willredo Reyes, Edilcr-in-chiel of Businessdoric: Elvin lvan Uy, Executive ql‘ecpo i
Philippine Business for Social Progress; Maria Viviat C. Ru'kl‘, Deputy Managing afl:‘adl
SGV & Co.; Raman Monzon, presiden| ard CEC ol the Philippine ;lock Exchan;;ﬂe, R all a
Trinldad, chlef cperating officer ol ADS:CBN Naws Channel; Jay Sarmiento, Sa!ss§ Hal 8 ll:ﬁ
Direcinr of BusinassWorld; Undersecrelary Blesila Lantayona, Undetsac:%gvy.s ggaoand
Operations Group Department of Trade and Industry; anr?Tan, Partuer~ (0 )5 A' el
Program Directar of the Enl-epreneur O The Year Philippines progam, asn ge:ng‘)el ti:ms p
Emirepreneur Of The Year Philippines 2012 and Foundar & CEC of Hybrid Secial Solutions.
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SIBOL PROJECT TO BOOST ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION‘--ECO_NOMY IN RURAL AREAS:

'. A o . 'ﬂ_{ _

MT. Mantalingahan Protected Landscape and Seascape in Palawan province Ssct Ainio

Pl 1-killion projecl funded by the
Aumleu States pgency for Inléma-
lional Development (USAID) qas
elevalgd (he Philippines’ apprecialion lor
nalural resources and biodiversidy protec-
lion and is se2n 10 boos! environmental
prolesifon and suppert economic acdivily
in wral dreas,
saled Susta nagle Intervintions lon
Biodiversity. Oceans, an¢ Landscapes
(Siboland implemented by the Deparlmenl
of Envirgnment and Nalural Resources
(DENR), the project eslimales [he economic
valug 0! the counlry's naluial resources
&nd has tzained Fibpinv nalural resource
manageis on how 10 propeily accoeunt lon
envitcnment-previded benelits,
K'live-year nalunal resources menaga-
ment znd biodivessily conservalion project.
Sibel i among the biggest and most
imparlant initiativas in (he counlry thal
coulg protoundly impact 1k e envionmentin
aenedat’ons lo come, accarding lo USAID,
Launched in 2020, Sibol aims 1o work
WA [he goverimant Lo azhieve IS goals
ofimaroving nalural resource governante,

slimulating putlicand rivale sector nvest-
ments, and redutir g environmer' lal ciime.

Taraagh dhe projecl, a :ola! ol 275
govzrrrient stell and resea:chais trom Phil-
ippine public ynivessilies have compleled
2 lwez-monih lraining (hal wilt supporl
the governmenl's premolion of economic
qrowih {hrough he conservalion of Ihe
country's €Cosysiems,

The Giaining serves 2 2 lourdaion
for Incarparalirg enviranmenlal valua:ion
mlo [he design al economic plans at the
local level.

The Fhiliopines’ capability to quantify
(he ecanamic value ol its natural resources
will baapplied in nalyral caaital accounting,

“Whe1 we vave comaeent nalurzl
resource managers wie &re able (o ac-
caunt for and monitor 19 2conunic value
ol ecosyslem services. the country is in a
beller position-lo uncersiand {he drivers
behind nalural -rescurce depletion.” said
Jchn Edear, USAID Philippines Environ-
merl Qltice direclor in & stalement

"II's 2 necassa‘y inlerventio (el will

‘preserve the countey's biodiversily. oceans,

mnd landscapes,” Edgar said. ;,;,
Nalural rescurce managers-and re

*isearchers from the DENR. Bureau of

+ "Fisheriesand Aqualiz Resources. Nalional

* Eeonomic gid Develgpment Aulhorily,

»"Palawan Courcil ‘or Sustainzniz Develon-
menl, and six publis unive:sit es learned
various methads for measuring [he valueal
benefitg desived from [he environment, such

 as food, waler and lugl, soil conservation,

-and coaslal protection

"This Icapabnlny will help in] updating

*the courliy's assei accourts, or the valug

» ol tesouices lound in Phillpalne taresls,
ceral regfs, énc fisherizs,” (he DONE said.

According lo the World Corservation
Momalpring Cenlre, the Philiopines is one
ol 17 megadiverse couniries in (he world,
whizh account for 70 percent of the anlire
planet’s sgecies ¢l Hora and faura

The project is hoped lo promoie grezler
ecosyslem siability and nlusive® graen
qrowth. . o B

Sibolhas st upfour silesinthe following
key prolected areas in (e Philippines, namely
1) Masinloc-0yon Bay Prolected Landscape
and S2asrape, a coasla’ area thal suppaorls
Ihousands of fisters anc coestai comriuni-
lies theearened by mining, awerlishing, and
peputation gromth; 2) PuzitoPiincesa Subler-
ranean River Nalional Park and Clecpalra’s
Needle Foresl Reserve, wiucharaiorest areas
ol ihe ecologically important Palawan prov-
int2 and signilicant hatulats lor biodivarsily:
3) Mania ingahanProlezled Landscape. a or-
gstarca thatis home to ahundant biodiversily
370 muwe [1an 12,000 indigenous people
trealened by logging and mining pressures;
and 1) Siargeo B3y Protecled Landscepe and
Seascape, amarine prelecledarea suriounded
by ihecounlry'slargestcontiguous mangrove
area and is threa'ened by over-fishing and
Ihe exp-oilalion of other naluial iesources

Janathan L. Mapuga
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Over 100 sacks of garbage
collected from Bulacan river

By FREDDIE C. VELEZ

Over 100 sacks of garbage
were collected by Bulacan
Environment and Natural
Resources DFffice (HENRD)
emplayees during a river

clean-up drive in Barangays
Sto. Crigto and Rosario in
paomhong, Bulacan on
Friday. :

Lawyer Julius Victor €.
Degala; who led the clean-up
operation, said the activilty

wasidone in ohservance of the
Nationat Earth Day. ~

After the river clean-up
drive in the said villages,
BENRO employees proceeded
to the Paonbong Eco Park
in Barangay San Isidro |l
where they planted over 2
hundred seedlings of guava
and calamondin, as well as
mangrove palms,,
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- Magiging maburak
na naman ang
Boraeay

ARAMING turista ang nagtungo sa lboricay
noong Seinana Santa. Lumampas s iinukdang
kapasidad na [9.000. Sa report ng Malay Tourism
Oftice sa Department of Tourism, 21,252 ang, humisita
sa Boracay noong Huwebes Santo at 22 519 noong
Biyernes Santo. . 3
Dahil sa paglainpas so kapasidad, binalaan ni
Tourism Sec. Berna Romulo Puyatang local guvernment |
ng Malay, Aklan. Ayon kay Rorulo Puyat, ang DILG
na wup wmAag-iisyn ng warning sa Malay LGU.

Is» sa pinangangambahan ngayon ay ang paglaas
muli ng COVID-19 cases dahil sa pagdagsa ng mga turis-
ta saisland resort. Bagama’t pawang mga bakunado sing -
pinapasuk sa Boracay, naghahatid ng pangamba ang : = . '
sobrang tao. Nagbabala ang World Health Organization
(YWHO) kamakailan na posibleng sa katapusun ng Mayo

BURAK-CAY
NA NAHMAN..

ay magkakaroon ng surge dahil sa pagdagsa ng mga tao
sa probinsiya nooniMahal na Araw at idagdag pa ang
kampanya ng mga kandidato para sa May Y clections.
Paalila ng WHO, ipatupad ang heatlth protocols,
Bukod sa posibleng pagkalalng virus, ang papkasira
rin naman ng Boracay ay isa rin sa pinangangambahan,
Kung hindi mapipigil ang dagsa ng tao roon, muling
babalik ang maruming Boracay na’tinawag noon ni
President Duterte na “cesspool”, Ipinasara ng presidente
ang Boracay noong 2018 sa loob ng anim na buwan.
Maraming cstablisimento sa Doracay ang lumabag
sa environmental laws. Sa 562 establisimento na inins-
peksyon ng DENR, 161 ang lumalabag. Ang mpa ito ay
walang water waste treatment facility Kaya ang domi ng
a0 ay dercktang iniluluwa sa dagat. La{m nang klase
ng dumi mula sa resort ay itinatapon sa dagat, Pati ang
mga basura 4 paligid ng resort ay nagkalst din kaya
sinampahan na ang mga establisimento nang paglahag
su Clean Water Act at Clean Air Act. ,
Ngayon dahil sa hindi na namang mapigitan na pag-
diagsa ng tao,asahan na tatawagin na namang “cesspool”
ang Horncay. Pagpaliwanagin ang LGU ng Malay kung
- bakit hindi ipinasusunod ung tamang kapasidad.
Hindi lamang papdami ng COVID ang pinanga-
ngambahan ngayon sa pagdagsa ng mga furista kundi
ang dumi na liwansa Noracay. Sana somumod ang Malay
LG U sa mga alituntunin upang maiwasan ang pagkasirn
ng Boracay, Huwag hayaong maging maburak muli.
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Fishers rally against

black sand’

mnll,(agawn' Sore 1.7 frmerﬂf
from a dazen l:awymﬂsm merchied
on Friday t protest agamﬂblmd: sand 'nln- 9
opesations which they daim aec ahmg place
inthe uas of river dredging

" Diana Meraleda, San| Pedrc Temo :
_Pansh coordinatar, sa idit'was the: fust
'mm thate protest olihus "megni-
ude” was organized in the town with
{'sha-telk ant ataer grougs 6lring from
neighboring towns of.Gatleran, Balls- .

108, BuyJey, Gcnzaga and Santa Ana.

At theprayer tal‘y ir'San Pedre Teimo
Parish Chisrch, Moraleda said fisherfolk
shared the il effects of the 2lleged
mimng eperations aa their livellhood
and th2 environment. ;

Mayer vaal Dale Chan, whois :
running fot reeloction, and forme*
mayer D, lsmag! Turmaru also joined the
protest raliy held in cenjunclion with
1he Ezren Day celabrazion on nicay.

During the rally, the fishers alleged that
the “iver dredging 2ctivity produced sound,
light and chemicals that have polluted and
grave y disturbed th acasystem.

They s2id the dredging activity alse
messed with 112 repreductive paitems
of aquatic resources and decinated the
fish and shrimp peputation, Inctuding
that of the arsmang i spider shrimp,
whidlLis endemic in the area,

Ty dlim that the awindling catch

3 A SEOL

mining

has :¢nsiderab’y slashed 1he income of
11,000 fisherfolk in the area.

Moralada noted that before the river |
dredging operatians staried in the first
quarler of 2021, a Fishermdn an alch up
t0 200 kilas of fish gwemight off the coas?
of Aparri. But these days, they sy they are
[ucky I thay ¢an take home 3 Kilos of fish

The fishermen said that from Cecember
2021 te April 2022, 2ach of *hem would
earn from P00t P1,000 for three days of
work, a far cry fram Lheir P30C0 10 P7,000
eamniras defore the dredqing activities.

In the early part af 2021, residents hera
noticed the return of dredgqing sea crafts
anc hisge s0a carmiers by the (hinese firm
Rivesfrant Construction Inc. (K visbly
operating in the (Aqaran Hiver, the Aparr
D2lta and the West Philippine Sea.

The provincial government of
Cagayan led by Gov. anue! Mamba,
however, explzined that the presence.
of farge ships is due ta the angoing
lerge-scale dredging project to
uhabnlnne the heavlly silted (agayan
River, : ausing massive Acoding, espe-
cially during heavy dewnpour breuqghl
abeut by typhoens, '

Mamba also told the people of Cagayan
1hat the dredging project i necessary 7o
repen 1he Aparri poet end the €steblish-
menl of an international seaport.,

LEANDER €. DOMINGO
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Glimate change
spotlighted on
int'l Day for
<Monuments

~One in fthree naloncal itos and ane o3 .

slx‘enttaral herilage sites are cirennlly
threatsnad by climaie change, the LN
ciltural ageney, UNESCO, warmned during
e [nkernational Day for Momumeits
aed Sitos,

L aukililion to peoviding interesting
plawccs to visit awd Jeam about the past,
these zites are also climate chanpe
abservaboies Wt gather and share info
an edimade practices,

As climate change is one of the
dAofming issues of one time, and among
rhe greatest threats facing eultural
and nadural UNESCO Waorld Heritage
monments and sites, this year's theme
15 “Hetitase and () Immt(-

I recenl wonlhs and vears, the
varrld Tuss wilnessed eulbural aind natural
herilage sites threateiied by wildfires,
[lna:ls, storms and massbleachingovents

Marine sites are cqually wndor
pressare, with two-thirds of these
vital carbon stores — home to 16
percent of global blue carhon asscts
~ enrrently experiencing high risks
of degrulation.

l;NBSCOa report, “World Heritage
foresly: Carbon sinks under pressure,”

reveals that a staggering 60 pereenl, of-

World Herilage forests are threatenect Ly
climale change zelabed wvents. -

Mazine zitessare equally under
pressure. wikh tw-thirds of Lhese vital
carbion slores ~ lome to 13 poreent of
global bive carhon assets — earrently
experiencing high tisks of degradiion,
acoording! bo the *UNESCO Marine Worlkl
Heritage: Custodiams of the globo’s Mue
carbon assets” shudy.

And il o action is taken, eoral may
disappear-at naturad heritage sites by
the end of this century.

In response to these undeniable
inipacts on World Hevitage monuments
awd sites, UNBSCO, 15 working te
supporl countrios in sirentthening their
capieirios’to propare for al recover
ltom elimaleechange relued elfecls
und disasters.

At e sume timg, il is nkio commitbed
o harnessing the polentiad of culiure
for dlimate action, whicl il remams
Lupely untappod,

Pl I v O e e R
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Coral reefs’ survival hangs

The world's best-known coral reefs
could be extinct by the end of the
century unless we do.more to make
them resilient to our warming oceans.

. That's the stark message from United
Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cuitural Organization (UNESCO), which

is behind an emergency bid to protect

these natural marine wonders, 29-of .
which are on the agency's protected”

World Heritage list. .
The latest Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change data also
confirmed that states must reduce
carbon emissions drastically to meet the

 targets under the 2015 Paris Agreement.

Most coral reefs face many other
pressures, from pollution to overfishing

"and habitat destruction.

1INESCO's plan, along with partners,

is to reduce these threats and to-

strengthen the sustainable management
of fragile marine reefs by supporting
local communities. =~ .

In all, the agency's plan aims to wurk

with 19 World Herilagedisted reefs (hat
are found in developing countries, with
financing from the Global Fund for
Coral Reels. | '

The development builds on the
success of UNESCO’s Resilient
Reefs Initiative, which was launched
in 2018, ) )

For the past four years, rescarchers
have worked on four World Heritage
reef pilot sites in Australiy, Belize, New
Caledunia and Palau. -

The initiative demonstrated that
local pressures can be reduced by
empuwering local communities and
helping them to adapt {heir incume
and livelihoods to our changing climate.

*Glohal warming means that local
reel conservation practices are no
longer enough tn protect the woild's
most important reef ecosystems, But
a healthy, resilient feéf can regenerale
after a bleaching incident and survive,”
Fanny Douvere, head uf UNESCO's
Marine Program, explained.
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DOH names 13 areas logging increase In
COVID-19 cases

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Apr 23, 2022 3:08:00 PM

——

(FILE PHOTO)

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, April 23) — The Department of Health (DOH) on Saturday
identified 13 areas in the country where a rise in new COVID-19 cases has been observed.

In a media briefing, Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje listed these areas as Marinduque,
Davao City, Butuan City, Surigao del Sur, llocos Norte, Kalinga, Batanes, Quirino,
Catanduanes, Olongapo City, Tarlac City, Angeles City, and Eastern Samar.

She said the increase in infections is currently not significant, but stressed close monitoring
should still be done.

According to the health official, they have not yet seen a common factor among these localities
which may have led to the growth in cases.

However, among the possible reasons they are looking at are the influx of tourists and of people
going home to their provinces, as well as the conduct of more election campaign activities.

Earlier, the DOH warned the country may see another spike in cases in the middle of May if
adherence to minimum public health standards wanes.

Citing the projections of disease surveillance tool FASSSTER, the department said active
cases may reach 332,000 by then, should there be a 30% decline in compliance with health
protocols, such as proper wearing of face masks and social distancing.

Based on DOH data, active coronavirus cases in the country stood at 15,782 as of April 22.
This is out of 3.68 million people infected since the start of the pandemic.

Some 3.608 million have already recovered, while at least 60,118 died, it also said.

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/DOH-13-areas-COVID-19-cases-
increase.html
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Sa pagsisimula ng rollout bukas supply sa
2nd booster vaccines, sapat — NVOC

Ludy Bermudo - Pang-masa April 24, 2022 | 12:00am

Medical workers prepare Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 coronavirus vaccines during an inoculation drive at a
school gym in Taguig City, suburban Manila on December 6, 2021.

MANILA, Philippines — Tiniyak kahapon ng National Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC)
na may sapat na supply ng bakuna ang pamahalaan para sa gagawing rollout ng second
booster shots bukas, Abril 25.

“Sapat ang supply ng bakuna kontra COVID-19 para sa pagbibigay ng second booster shot sa
mga immunocompromised,” ani NVOC chairperson at Health Usec Dr. Myrna Cabotaje sa
panayam ng DZBB TV.

“Sapat ang mga bakuna para sa primary doses, 1st and 2nd booster shot,” dagdag ni Cabotaje.

Nitong Biyernes, inaprubahan ni Health Sec. Francisco Duque Ill ang pagbibigay ng second
COVID-19 booster shots para sa immunocompromised persons, batay sa rekomendasyon ng
Health Technology Assessment Council.

Samantala, inamin kahapon ng Department of Health na hindi naging matagumpay ang gina-
wang house-to-house na bakunahan laban sa COVID-19 dahil kaunti lang ang nagpabakuna.

“Sa mga high-yield areas, maganda iyong house-to-house pero doon sa mga ibang areas,
medyo napatid at na-frustrate iyong ating mga health care workers kasi kahit nag-house-to-
house, marami pa rin ang ayaw magpabakuna,” pahayag ni Cabotaje. - Malou Escudero

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/24/2176418/sa-
pagsisimula-ng-rollout-bukas-supply-sa-2nd-booster-vaccines-sapat-nvoc



https://www.philstar.com/authors/1478575/ludy-bermudo
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/24/2176418/sa-pagsisimula-ng-rollout-bukas-supply-sa-2nd-booster-vaccines-sapat-nvoc
https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/24/2176418/sa-pagsisimula-ng-rollout-bukas-supply-sa-2nd-booster-vaccines-sapat-nvoc

D Headline

=~ STRATEGIC Apl‘i| 24, 2022
§ COMMUNICATION & — [ ] editorias
—— N TIATIVES [ ] cotumn
——]

s SERVICE PECPLE'S TELEVISION 10of1 [ ] opinion
Page D Feature Article

13K immunocompromised individuals to get 2nd
booster shots

April 23,2022

Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine vial. (Photo courtesy of Anadolu via PNA)

By Lade Jean Kabagani | Philippine News Agency

MANILA — The National Vaccination Operations Center (NVOC) is eyeing the administration of
second booster shots to some 7,000 up to 13,000 immunocompromised adults on the first day
of the nationwide rollout on Monday, April 25, Department of Health (DOH) Undersecretary
Myrna Cabotaje said Saturday, April 23.

Cabotaje, also the NVOC chairperson, said there are about 600,000 fully vaccinated
immunocompromised adults who already have first booster shots or the third dose.

The initial phase for the second booster shot rollout will cover eligible adults with comorbidities
in an immunocompromised state such as cancer patients and those taking immunosuppressive
drugs, people living with Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome/Human Immunodeficiency
Virus, organ transplant recipients, those undergoing chronic dialysis, and bedridden patients or
with poor prognosis.

They must have received the first booster shot at least three months ago.

Eligible vaccinees should coordinate with their local government units or health facilities for
appointments.

Cabotaje noted a significant decline in the country’s vaccination coverage.

“During October to November, we had around 1 to 1.5 million a day. Now we only have around
200,000 a day on the average. So we can say about 250,000 until the end of April,” she said.

Cabotaje reported some 67.4 million Filipinos are now fully vaccinated, and they are aiming to
increase the number to up to 69 million. (PNA) — gb

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/13k-immunocompromised-individuals-to-get-2nd-booster-shots/
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