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‘Save the Irrawaddy dolphins, their habitats’

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

ECENT newsreportssaldthat

whiletheexistenceofIrrawad-

dy dolphins was discovered in

San Miguel Bay in the Bicol Region,

researchers said only a few of the

critically-endangered speciesareleft,

P theirrisk of disappearing
from the ares. 3

A team of University of the Phil-
ippines Diliman-College of Science
Institute of Enviroumental Science
and Meteorology, ed by Professor Dr,
Lemnuel Aragones, also the head of
Marine Mammal Research and Con-
servation Laboratory, led the dolphin
survey in the area from July6to 9,

The researchers sighted two Ir.
rawaddy dolphins in the waters of
Mercedes in Camarines Norte,

To protect and conserve the dol-
phins, Aragones urged the creation of
an action plan on the protection and
conservation of tha t:rinca!l’-,,,da n-

" typically muddybottoms, Yaptinchay
told the BusINESSMIRROR through
Messenger on July 14 that.

“They feed on fish, crustaceans
and cephalopods,” he said. "
As such, he said, the destruction
of these areas would naturally affect

*" the Irrawaddy dolphins’ population,

Hecited the population of thespe-
cies in the Visayas, which is threat-
ened by the building of the Panay-

gered dolphins, and to haMmoniza 1,
calord with existh 1
1aws regarding protected 8pecies,
More studles needed;

habitat destruction

AA Yaptinchay, executive direcyor
of the Marine Wildlife Wakh of phe
Philippines and project leaderay 55y
Our Seas Foundation, 8314 that e
studles should be conductedto deger.
mine the trend of declin€ of 7 given
population.

“One qualitative survey will nop
provide this information,” he said. Iy
8hould be done through regular sur-
veys over deverdhyehra. 1 i

Nevertheless, Yapt|, chay sald
thar like some Matipe wildlife,
Irrawaddy dolphins yre indeed
endangered speciea. =

Soma of the threatd to their popu-
latlong are the degradatign of their
coastal habirats caused by pollution,
reclamation or infrastrucrure devel-
opment, fish populétiong decline,
:onnldw.k,pmcnllndbuntlrafﬂc,
asbycateh in cpastal fishing, such as

the use of pill nets,
The Irrawaddy dolphins' habtrat
hallow, sheltered, coast-

alhabitatsthatareclose g ghore, usu-

ally near river inputs, such as deltas,
e 4 N lswith

Negros Island Bridge that
will destroy its habltat.

For her part, Atty. Rose-Liza Eis-
ma-Osorio|, acting vice president
of Oceana, said one of the existing
threats tothe Irrawaddy dolphinpop-
ulation is stranding, leading toa high
mortality rate above the 1 percent to
2 percent threshold.

Thedeathof one dolphin eachyear
jndicates that the population decline
isunsustainable, Osoriosaldviaemail
onJuly18.

“Other threats are net entangle-

"ment leading to incidental mortality
{BamaITibats A )

foundin M;lampaya Sound in Pala-
N

Camarines Sur..but probably they

wan and in Iloil gros patedinoth
Occidental area. Like other species, Irrawaddy dol-

) phins play a significant role in main-
Habitat pmtemon taining a healthy ecosystem,
YAPTINCHAY, said since Irrawaddy “The Irrawaddy dolphins, which |
dolphins are limited in preferred idered ppred hei.
habitats, themain f houldbethe ishight

sites,” hesaid.

whales, sharks, or dolphin beaching
orstranding, Yaptinchay saidithap-
penswhen theyarefound nearshore
orashore, alive or dead, caused by

" various factors, such as disease,

injury and old age.
Sara a8

protection of these hreas by declar-
lfxg them as marine protected areas
ot critical habitats.

To which Osario agreed. “This can

alsotriggerthedevelopmentofaman- *

agement plan for the protection of Ir-
rawaddy dolphins,” she satd.

“This wonld ensure that activities
and development in these areas are
controlled and regulated,” he said.

However, Yaptinchay said that
even in protected areas, if there Is
o proper recovery Program for the

. species and strictimplementation of

conservation measures, population
decline will continue,

“This has been observed gn the Ir-

rawaddy dolphins populatign in the
T AR

nets (oycatch), fixed filter blgn:fl-
fish pens and fish corrals,” she said.

Osorio agreed that one of the big-
gest threats to the Irrawaddy dolphin
population is the planned Panay-
Guimaras-Negros Bridge, where the
Irrawaddy dolphin subpopulation in
the Moilo-Guimaras area i5 already
small and declining,

“The proposed bridge js seen to
increase nolse pollution, heavier
boat traffic, increaseq sedlmenta-
tion and will change the water flow

that will affect prey dynamics.” she *

explained.
Populations of Irrawaddy dol-

phingin the Philippines can also be

™

Landscape’
and Seascape in Palawan,” he said.

Other measures that can help
protect the species include declaring
20nes as closed areas, fishing guf
regulations for gears that may catch
dolphins as bycatch, declaring "no
boat/slow boat zones,” reducing pol-
lution and strict law enforcement.

According to Yaptinchay, the dol
phin specles may existin other arcas
in the country.

“Ifthe habitats fit that description,
¥€3. There could be more areas in the
Philippines, aside from the confirmed
habitacs of Malampaya Sound, Pala-
wan; Guimaras Strait; Quezon prov-
ince, Palawan; and San Miguc| Bay,

y ghly produc-
tive in tecms of fisheries, which they

help keep robust,” Yaptinchay said.

For her part, Osorio said the dol-

* phinsareimportantin fishery regula-

tion—by feeding on various species,
they control the populaticn of fish,

Irrawaddydolphinshaveaddedat-
traction-Lby providing eco-tourism
abaost.

Dolphin shows,
lllegal wildlife trade

SHARING his experience in itor-

erTors
in swimming and navigation, or ac-
companying sick and dying members
of a pod, owing to their tight bonds.
"But Yaptinchay said it is usually
difficulttodetermine the causeunless
proper 2ssessments are made.
“Strandingisa commen occdrrence
{n the Philippines,” he noted.

Osorio, hile, said stranding

cooperation between Thailand and
Cambodia forpopulationswhoschabi-
tat range is within the Gulf of Thai-
land, while for Irrawaddy dolphins
that cross the Sarawak-West Kali-
mantan and Sabah-East Kalimantan
borders, joint efforts by Malaysiaand
Indonesia in protecting these species
are imperative,” Lim sald.
* Outside Asean, there is a known
fIn; ddydolphins

India and Bangladesh to Myanmar.

For this reason, the Conventlon
on Migratory Species in Pebruary
2020 adopted a “Concerted Action
for the Irrawaddy Dolphin® among
countries where the specles are.
found, Lim said. E

In the Philippines, it is not con-
firmed whether the dolphin popula-
tions move across deep-sea areas,
as they are known to live and stay’
nearer shore, in brackish areas, and
‘can even adapt to freshwater areas,
such as those in the Mekong River.

“This means that the subpopula-
tions foundin the Philippinesmay bu
confined only within the marine wa-
ters surrounding the islands where

. they have been sighted,” she said.

may also be due to disorientation be-

" causeof changesin the environment,

hunting, and predation.
. Human activities like vessel
strikes, il in nets and

ing the illegal wildlife trade of large
marine mammals and other marine
wildlife, Yaptinchay said “victims™
of illegal activities are usually those
traded internationally for dolphin
shows, "which exploft animals that’
were caught from the wild.

"The Phillppines was even iden-
tified as a tzansshipment point for
dolphins from the Pacific for export
to China. Somehow, the trader found
away to get 'legal’ papers despite not
providing a proper stock assessment
of the wild population. It is a highly
unsustainable trade,” he said.

Oceana advocates for the protec-
tion of CITFS-ligted 3species as pro-
hibited and/or regulated under the
Amended Fisherias Code. Itrawaddy
dolphins are listed under the CITES.

Dolphin stranding explained

EXPLAINING the phenomenon of

®

pollution may also cause stranding.

Imawaddy dolphins in Asean
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity Execu-
tive Director Theresa MunditaS. Lim
sildthat béatdasthe Philippines, the
Trrawaddy dolphins are also found in
other countries in the Asean region.
“Irrawaddy dolphine have been
reported in the coastal waters of Bru-

nei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indone-
P si

A ding ot Lim, threats tg.
coastal and wetland areas that they
inhabit also put this species at riskc:

"During my time as the head of
the DENR-BMB [Departmantof Enviz:
ronment and Natural Resources Bio-
diversity Managerent Bureau], the’
only areas where they were xeporteﬂ“
were in Palawan and Guimaras, so ié"
is welcome news that there is anoth.,
er lrrawaddy dolphin subpopulation’

~ found tn Camarines Norte,” che said”

“This should warrant further
studies on where else in the Phil-
ippines they could be found, how
healtby theirpopulaxinns/aubpopu-
lations are, how they are related to

sia, gap
Thailand and Vietnam,” she told the
BusiNBSSMIRROR via Messenger on
July 18.

She said Irrawaddy dolphins are
considered migratory, as they are
known to move across political and
geographic boundaries.

Thus, to protect them, she said
concerted efforts among the Asean
member states are required.

“Por instance, there is a need for

other pulati
maln threats to these spacles arein
theirlocality,” Lim explaineq,

IBy doing this, “we can Bain a
deeperunderstandingof theirgep,.
ies, distribution and ecology, which
will enable us to chart a Science.
based plan to save the Temainip
Irrawaddy dolphin populations angq
their habltat, while alsa safeguarg.
ing our health and socioeconomic
well-being,” she said.

b and what the
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"~ By Maricel V. Cruz

THE resident economist of the House of
Representatives is optimistic that the proposed
National Land Use Act will soon be enacted
into law despite “entrenched interests” that
oppose it.

Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda of Albay, one of
the main proponents of the bill, said President
Marcos “has proven that he can “get the

*House of Representatives had passed on Third

expressing hope on the eventual
enactment of the bill that the lower chamber space for our
housing, irrigation an
and Final Reading on May 22, 2023, explained. ;

~ Salceda, chair of the House committee on
ways and means, explained that the bill aims
for the“optimal economic use”of land because
“land is the most scarce of all economic
resources. '

“A national land use plan will enable us

to protect ecology, use our farms in the most

in House Bill 8162 by

bill seek to institute 3
that has been years

e T e Ve
efficient way possible, and reserve adequate
growing needs for energy,

On May 22, 2023, the House of
Repr‘esentatives approved on third and final
reading the proposed Land Use Actembodied

Salceda and other

historically difficult done,” in

Priority legislation

The bill is among the Legislative-
Executive Development Council
(LEDAC) measures of President Marcos and is

for the Second Regular Session of the 19th
Congress which will open on Monday, July 24
in time for Mr. Marcos' Second SONA.

“This is a long-awaited measure and the
President knows its importance. Through this
proposed National Land Use Act (NLUA), the

stillidentified asamong the priority legislation -

government will have the tool to properly
identify land use and allocation patterns in all
parts ofthe country;'Speaker Ferdinand Martin
G. Romualdez earlier of HB 8162’ passage.
“Through the guidance of the Chjef
Executive, the House members also made it,
so that the measure would pave the way for
the Philippines to achieve food security,”
Romualdez said. President Marcos s the
concurrent Department of Agriculture (DA)
secretary.

Next page

‘Entrenched...

From A2

Salceda said he sees many benefits of the
bill once enacted. ¥
On the conversion of agricultural lands for
housing and other uses, Salceda said the basis
of conversion should be “optimal economic
use.” |
“We have a housing deficiency of at least
four million units. So, | will not participate in
the prejudice against land'conversion towards
housing. Same goes for land conversion for
renewable energy.” ;
A national land use plan, Salceda added,
“will enable us to protect the ecology, use
our farms in the most efficient way possible,
and reserve adequate space for our growing
needs for'energy, housing, irrigation, and
infrastructure!
©** 'Local governiments' failure? - —
Salceda, and other Proponents of the bill,
want a specific National Land Use Act, saying
- the current land Use implementation have
been decentralized but the local governments
have failed to issue guidelines as to how land

- said.
from all parts of the world — who carry

- commereial spaces; - -

should be utilized.

Surigao del Norte Rep. Francisco Jose
Matugas, chair the House special committee
on land use, earlier said the measure would
be a“game-changer”as it would attract more
businesses and foreign investments.

“This bill being passed into law will be a
sure-fire game-changer in terms of foreign
investment for the Philippines;’ Matugas
“One of the objectives is for our friends

abolished.
Among the
Commission is
with them the right resources and good i
intentions for our country — to immediately
see an organized, prepared and detail-
oriented Philippines ripe and ready for their
investments,” he added.
‘Land misuse bill; critics charge
The Makabayan Bloc opposed the bill, with
oneifitsmembers, Gabriela Rep. Arlene Brosas
feared that it would only be a tool to convert
lands for farming and peoples' residence to

policies relevant to
planning to come

Periodically revije

physical planning
framework for the
directions for the
national levels
The NLUC serve
legislation and acts

Brosas termed the bill as a “land misuse
bill” The measure she said “will enable
widespread conversion of lands for subdivision
and commercial housing, when these lands
could be used for food production”

She also warned that the b
in more evictions of informal s
providing them alternative options,

Under HB 8162, the
Commission (NLUQ) is crea
Office of the President (OP).
the powers and responsibjliti
National Land Use Committe,

Powers and functions of the

cohesive, and comprehensiye
land use framework.

update the national frame
to provide t

entire country ang Sub-

making body on land useandre

ZEPROPONENTS

dinfrastructure”Salceda

a 262-3-0 vote,
principal authors of the
national land use policy

in the making.

ilt could resy
ettlers withoyt

National Lang Use
ted under the |
It shall eXercisa |
esof the Current !
€, Whichis hereby,

laws, guidelines, and
land use and Physical
up with 3 rationga
nationai
Preparg,
Cessary,
Work fo,

he gener
$oo al
Spatial development

Itwould alsg
W and if ne

S as the heart of th
; e
as the highest Policy-
solves lang use

e

ST
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policy conflicts between or among agencies,

branches, or levels of the government.

The NLUC commissioner will have the rank
of Cabinet Secretary, while the two deputy
NLUC commissioners will be given the titles of
undersecretary.

The National Land Use Office (NLUO),
which shall serve as the technical secretariat
to the NLUC, shall also be created under
the OP.

“All lands of the public domain, waters,
minerals, coal, petroleum, and other mineral
oils, all forces of potential energy, fisheries,
forests or timber, wildlife, flora and fauna, and

* othernatural resources are owned by the State,

With the exception of agricultural lands, all
other natural resources shall not be alienated;”
the bill said.

“Pursuantto the constitutional provision or
mandate, itis the policy of the State to provide
for a rational, holistic, and just allocation,

" utilization, management, and development

of the country’s land to ensure their optimum
use to promote sustainable socio-economic
development and ecological protection;” it
added.

ThroughHB 8162, the State institutionalizes

&

_ecosystem services for the attainment of |

land use and physical planning as mechanisms
for identifying, determining, and evaluating
appropriate land use and allocation patterns
that promote and ensure, among others, the
sustainable management and utilization of
natural resources; disaster risk-reduction and
climate change resiliency; and protection of
prime agricultural lands for food security in
basic commaodities with an emphasis on self
sufficiency in rice and corn.
Iron-clad protection for PH natural
resources
They likewise seek the perpetual protection
of permanent forests and watershed and

food, water, and energy sufficiency; and the
protection, preservation, and development of
the country’s historical, cultural, archaeological,
and built heritage resources for the deeper
understanding of our history and culture as a
people. -

The bill also provides mandatory
consultations from the regional, provincial, city,
and municipal levels, as well as harmonizes
existing rules and regulations governing
the allocation, utilization, development, and
management of land resources.

-
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’SW|mm|ng is still
| not allowed in Pola

CAI.APAN CITY Oriental Mindoro:
f Cpntrary to the statement by
< Gov Humerlito Dolor on his
soglal media page on Frlday
that all water activities in the
- (oastal areas of Pola town are

"Ina Alegre” Cruz said that theys
were banned. .

;-Ina telephone interview of”

" Saturday, Cruz told The Manila

Times that she concurred. with

; the order of the governor to :illow‘
ﬁshing in the municipal waters

‘ 10 kilomieters from the shoreline
 but not swimming or other water
* activities related to tourism.

" .."In reality, even my _constit- .
uents see for themselves that
W.ater activities are not possible .
- because there are still traces of
thg oil spill. Even thiough the.
. Philippine Coast Guard has’

' declared thyt the oil spill is al-

Teady contained and they have

g [ __._.4.

allowed, Pola Mayor Jennifer .
are the ones ‘'who' know the local

: findlngs of a study that they

" level metthe statndards, buty

ceased aﬂ their activities here,: a

e m e s e il e - -

there are still lumps of oil that .
‘We see On Quf @oama[li waters,
Cruz said:~

‘The mayor added rthat she |
-signed an executive order on Fri- _
day deelanng the continued ban
on swmmlng and otherwater ac- .
tivities in the town's coastal ‘areas,

“As local chief executives, we

situation. I even asked the office
- of the goverrior to show inie the-

claiin ‘comes from the Bureau of |
Fisheries and Aquatic Resousces
declanng that the oil and grease

til now, they have not provide
mewith a copy of the ﬁndings,
Cruz further said. '
Fishermen and tourism es-
tablishments welcomed the
declaration of Dolor, as this
would mean the return of theu

source of livelihood. '
IRE JOE'V.C. lAURENTE
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in Angat, 4 other dams:
1 b 1 s '

|

9

ter level drops a

- .
RN

T o S — ~-

By BELLA GARIASO  "-'. - - torof the National Water Resources  farmlandsinBulacar o 4 B

Tmen oo o, Board, said that when the water ,PAGASX Eﬂ;ﬁgﬂdg ampangg.
* Thewateplevels of Angataridfour -elevation of Angat Dam falls ' be- = Dam, the water level of I om Angatj_
other dams started to drop again af- low the 180-meter level, its water Bulacan also dropp dg 6) © Dam in
ter days of improvement, according " allocation will solely be dedicated after it recorded gge 62 Y e meters
tolatest monitoring of the Philippine . to the potable water needs of Metro - pared to.its previous .lmeters com-
Atmospheric, ~GeOph}{Sical" andAs- .Manila residents. : meteng;» 4 Mesa Danf‘fel of 99.80
- tronemical ‘Se{,aViCes Ad;nif\jsltréﬁ“on" * Maynilad has announced the - City drappéd by 0.02 m ltI; Quezon
(PAGASA).- " . "t ! = .ihdefinite suspension of water inter- reached 70.15 meters oo AteT it

- PAGASA said that'ds of 6 am. ruption with the improvementiri the 79!116rfieter's:’AﬂiBhk1aoD red
yesterday, the water levelof Angat -levéls-of Angat Dam and Ipo Dam guet decreased by 0.90 oty e
' Damdropped by 22 centimeters after - following rains brought by Tropical it reached 740.49 mc.eterrsrletErs after
itrecorded 180.74 meters compatred to  Storm Dodong and the southwest  to its previous level of 741C0H}10Pa.red
its previouslevelof 180.96 meters. The * monsoon. = - . ™ and Caliraya Dam in L -39 Meters
current water level of Angat Damis - AngatDam supplies more than  clined by 0.33 meters aftor g0
still within its minimum operating” 90 percent of Metro Manila’s potable = 286.05 meters com 'aredetr 1t reacheq
level-of 180 meters.,. = - "~ - .- .. water needs and provides for the ir- ouslevel of 286 38]:11eterso s previ-
- Sevillo David Jr, executive direc-  rigation needs of 25,000 hectares of = For his part Me&opoiiiah Wat N
g tarte . e . . - 4 er-

——— -

works andSewerage System division . The National Iirigation Ad-

- manager engineer Patrick Dizonsaid ~ ministration.Centtal Luzon office

. based on the forecast of PAGASA, recently inférmed Bulacan officials

' the water levels of Angat and other . that detailed, engineering.design;
dams will improve until September. plans and drawings of the dam
with the expected rains during these . ﬁavgnbeem approved and are ready
months. ' o ,~'for.bidding, Ma, Gloria Carillo,
* “We expect rains in the water= “provincial agriculturist of Bulacan,

wsheds to help recharge the dams,” Sy

P )
) p re told The STAR. AR B
Dizon added. . .. Upencompletion, Bayabas Dam
+ » will lessen the irrigation water.al- '

|‘ | . ~ . -
New dal!,!{_ .. = location coming from Angat Dam
. Anew dam for irrigation purposes  to ricelarids in Bulacan and parts
was approved tobe built at the Baya- -:of Pamipariga: during the ‘summer
bas River System in Dofia Remedigs  mionths, thus providirig Metro Ma-
Trinidad town, and is.expected to - rila with additional volume for its
| prolong Angat Dam’s watér supply ** potable water requirements. -
| toMetroManila. S : " - With Ramon Lazare
ST e e . el IR . e " |
1
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‘ Thé Philippine Institute
' VolcanologyandSelsmology(Pthol
on Saturdayy July 22, ‘momtored a

.-roclasti¢. densﬁy cutfellts (PDCs) in
- Mayon Volcano.

. Volcano-Network recorded 175 rock
| falls and four PDCs on July 22.

1 when 151 rockfalls and three PDCs
, wete recorded A s

,,ters (IHﬁSQ in
~in Bonga (so
- noted.

‘Phivolcs also recorded 2.2 volcamc
earthquakes, including a short-lived

lava ejection with an ashing évent that

!
| lasted 28 seconds.
I . .

slight inétease in rock falls and py« o
* - Initsbulletin, Phlvolcs saldMayon '

e data isslightly higher thanJuly

ant ' ‘" hazards that can, océur like Ckfalls
va collapse from thercrater were also

Mayon logs shght increase in
rock falls, PDCS — Phivolcs

"Short—hved lava e]ecnonthat last— ‘
‘ ed 28 séconds accompanied’by seismic

and infrasound signalsalsooccurredat
7:56p.m. 21 July 2023," Philvoes said.”
‘ ot produced 1;7758 tons of
gulfut dioxide flux and spewed a
50¢=metet-tall plume that drifted
west-northwest.

“‘Phivolcs said Mayon Volcano re-

< mains under Alert Level 3 (mtiansﬁied

or laridslides ‘or avalanche, ballistic

. fragments, lava flows and lava fouri~

taining, pyroclastic density cutrents,
moderate-sized explosions, aiid ‘lahar

during Hieavy and ptolonged ramfall

: (Sonny Daanoy)

SRS SR

»



