
  

23 JULY 2022, SATURDAY 



July 23, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

ADOBO WELCOMES YULO-LOYZAGA 
July 22, 20222 min read 

Environment Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga 

MANILA — Lawyer Ernesto Adobo welcomed newly-appointed environment Secretary Toni 
Yulo-Loyzaga in a simple turnover ceremony Thursday at DENR central office. 

“Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga comes to us with a wealth of experience combining 
science and governance,” Adobo said before high-ranking DENR officials and regional heads 
present to welcome Sec. Yulo-Loyzaga. 

Adobo, the most senior undersecretary, said, “the DENR, as it struggles with its sometimes- 
conflicting roles in both conservation and development of natural resources, is fortunate that 
its new leader is not a stranger to the balancing acts necessary to achieve sustainable 
development. 

Adobo expressed optimism that Sec. Yulo-Loyzaga can steer the DENR towards cooperation 
at the international and national levels across different sectors, taking advantage of shared 
interests with our neighbors in South East Asia and the rest of the world. 

In closing, Adobo said, is hopeful that with Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga the new chapter of the 
DENR’s story will inspire the Filipino people to hear and act on the challenges that our 
country’s environment and rich biodiversity face towards transformative change that we so 
urgently need. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/adobo-welcomes-yulo-

loyzaga/?fbclid=IwAR0u7lFO6jiEVUFz5JW0E3hrVldM9WL9aTtcVGRkvV2bun4rxcAv0fM_

vog  

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/adobo-welcomes-yulo-loyzaga/
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/adobo-welcomes-yulo-loyzaga/?fbclid=IwAR0u7lFO6jiEVUFz5JW0E3hrVldM9WL9aTtcVGRkvV2bun4rxcAv0fM_vog
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/adobo-welcomes-yulo-loyzaga/?fbclid=IwAR0u7lFO6jiEVUFz5JW0E3hrVldM9WL9aTtcVGRkvV2bun4rxcAv0fM_vog
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/adobo-welcomes-yulo-loyzaga/?fbclid=IwAR0u7lFO6jiEVUFz5JW0E3hrVldM9WL9aTtcVGRkvV2bun4rxcAv0fM_vog
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NEW CAVE FOUND IN LAGUNA BY 
DENR 
July 22, 20221 min read 

By Glen S. Ramos 

STA MARIA, Laguna – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) – 
CALABARZON (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon) discovered a new cave located in 
the town of Sta. Maria in Laguna. 

According to DENR-CALABARZON, the newly-discovered cave named “Pinagdaop,” is still 
subject to the agency’s analysis for proper management, protection, and conservation of 
resources as well as the wildlife found inside and outside the cave. 

The Pinagdaop cave is a type of cave in which tunnels are created between rocks stacked on 
mountain slopes. 

The cave has an elevation of 514 meters above sea level and is located inside the Presidential 
Proclamation 1636 in Barangay Cueva, Sta. Maria, Laguna. 

It has the widest road inside at 4.39 meters, while the narrowest at 0.64 meters. 

Pinagdaop cave is classified as a Class I cave or caves with archaeological findings and is for 
scientific and educational purposes. 

Class I caves can also be utilized for exploration, mapping, and photography. (ai/mtvn) 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/new-cave-found-in-laguna-by-

denr/?fbclid=IwAR3byvNbPMBvH-

1TjCnGlVeYeMrTZorlqGPMXAQBAbZEC3oe5TYhHTGh05E  

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/new-cave-found-in-laguna-by-denr/
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/new-cave-found-in-laguna-by-denr/?fbclid=IwAR3byvNbPMBvH-1TjCnGlVeYeMrTZorlqGPMXAQBAbZEC3oe5TYhHTGh05E
https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/new-cave-found-in-laguna-by-denr/?fbclid=IwAR3byvNbPMBvH-1TjCnGlVeYeMrTZorlqGPMXAQBAbZEC3oe5TYhHTGh05E
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DENR Region 2 lifts ban on chainsaws 
By Leander C. Domingo July 23, 2022 

BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya: The Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) in Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) has lifted the suspension of issuance of 

certificates of chainsaw registration. 

DENR Enforcement Division Chief Joel Daquioag said all Community Environment and Natural 

Resources Offices (Cenros) have resumed accepting applications for the processing and 

issuance of certificates of chainsaw registration. 

Daquioag also noted that most of the issued certificates of chainsaw registration in 2020 have 

already expired, leaving only at least 300 registered chainsaws to date. He also led chainsaw 

monitoring and assessment for the region. 

In December 2020, DENR Region 2 executive director Gwendolyn Bambalan issued a 

memorandum directing all Cenros to suspend the issuance of chainsaw registration due to the 

alarming increase in the number of chainsaws registered considering that Region 2 has down 

to a million hectares of forest cover. 

She said there was a need to momentarily suspend the issuance of certificates of registration 

or permits to use chainsaws as it is seen as the major source and avenue of illegal forest 

activities. 

Cagayan Valley, which comprises the provinces of Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino, 

and the island province of Batanes, has a total land area of over 2.6 million hectares which 

consists of over 1.7 million hectares of forest land with a forest cover of more than one million 

hectares, which is so far the largest forest cover in the Philippines. 

To regulate the use of chainsaws, Bambalan ordered the Cenro officers to strictly exercise due 

diligence in the processing and issuance of certificates of chainsaw registration. 

Citing Department Administrative Order (DAO) 2003-24 or the "Implementing Rules and 

Regulations of the Chainsaw Act of 2002," Daquioag said chainsaw owners are allowed to 

register to include the holder of a subsisting timber license agreement or any qualified lease 

agreement and tenurial instrument granted by the government. 

Also qualified to apply for chainsaw registration are orchard or fruit tree farmers, industrial tree 

farmers, licensed wood processors, and anyone who shows satisfactory proof that the 

possession or use of a chainsaw is for legal purpose, he added. 

Daquioag also explained that government agencies and government-owned and controlled 

corporations that use chainsaws in some aspects of their functions such as road widening, 

rehabilitation, and disaster preparedness activities are also qualified for registration. 

He also cited the new classification of chainsaws which are also subject to registration based 

on DAO 2018-09 or Amending Administrative Order 24, series of 2003, Implementing Republic 

Act 9175, known as the "Chainsaw Act." 

Daquioag said these are portable rotary lathe, mobile or portable band saw, wood mizer, mobile 

or portable wood chipper, or wood edger, and any portable power saw or similar cutting 

implement rendered operative by an electric or internal combustion engine. 

The DENR has directed all Cenro officers to strictly monitor the use of chainsaws and to submit 

monthly reports of registered chainsaws to the regional office for monitoring purposes. 

 

Daquioag said applicants will be carefully evaluated to 
regulate the issuance of certificates of chainsaw registration 

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/leander-c-domingo
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=444909872&ename=Cagayan%20valley&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2833582415&ename=Joel%20Daquioag&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=1870064803&ename=Gwendolyn%20Bambalan&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47886&ename=Philippines&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=129094787&ename=Chainsaw%20Act&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=733637067&ename=Implementing%20Republic%20Act&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=733637067&ename=Implementing%20Republic%20Act&lang=en
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Daquioag said applicants will be carefully evaluated to regulate the issuance of certificates of 
chainsaw registration which is a document that authorizes the use of said equipment during 
tree harvesting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/news/regions/denr-region-2-lifts-ban-on-

chainsaws/1851952  
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Philippines looking into bamboo’s economic 
potential 
Danessa Rivera - The Philippine Star July 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Executive Order 879 created the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council and mandated that 25 

percent of the annual school desks of the Department of Education should be made of bamboo. 
STAR / File 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines is looking to tap the economic potential of 

pharmaceutical-industrial products based on bamboo varieties that grow in the rivers and 

volcanic areas of Cagayan Valley. 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) partnered with Cagayan State 

University (CSU)-Gonzaga to carry out a phytochemical screening and DNA barcoding of 

economically important bamboo species in Cagayan Valley, a first of such studies. 

The Bamboo Characterization Project has a total cost of P1.601 million, with P1.261 million 

shouldered by the DENR and P340,000 from CSU. 

The project aims to conserve and propagate the species in typhoon-affected Cagayan Valley 

as earlier mandated by the DENR. 

“Cagayan is rich (in) natural systems, not only agro-ecosystems but grasslands and others like 

waterfalls and volcanic areas where sulfur-rich soil is found. For example, we will study if the 

Bayog bamboo species carries different morphological and phytochemical characteristics when 

they are grown in sulfur-rich volcanic areas,” project leader Jeff Opeña said. 

Target for the study are bamboo species that grow in two of Cagayan Valley’s volcanoes – the 

Smith Volcano, also called Mount Babuyan which is in Calayan Island, and Mount Cagua in 

Gonzaga. 

Alvin Jose Reyes and Eddie Abugan Jr. of the DENR’s Project Management Division said 

bamboo has numerous industrial, pharmaceutical, phytochemical, medical, nutritional and food 

advantages. 

“Characterization of bamboo germplasm is an important connection between conservation of 

diversity and utilization of germplasms (seeds or living tissues that carry genetic resources 

useful in plant breeding and conservation),” they said in their project paper. 

So far, CSU has obtained a “gratuitous permit” that allows it to collect bamboo samples to 

conduct the bamboo characterization in the Palaui Island Protected Landscape and Seascape. 

Bamboo has been traditionally characterized based on its flowering frequency or abundance – 

annual flowering, sporadic or regular flowering and gregarious flowering. 

“However, characterization using floral morphology posed a limitation and difficulty due 
to the requirement of long period of time which can occur in years or even decades,” 
Reyes and Abugan said. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804525/danessa-rivera
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“However, characterization using floral morphology posed a limitation and difficulty due to the 

requirement of long period of time which can occur in years or even decades,” Reyes and 

Abugan said. 

DNA barcoding will be a modern and innovative way to characterize bamboo species. It will 

accelerate experts’ identification of the species that they desire to use based on traits – such 

as fast propagation or medicinal properties. 

Moreover, biochemical characterization through phytochemical (plant chemistry) screening 

enables experts in pharmaceuticals and medicine to detect plant secondary metabolites in 

bamboo which have utilization potentials in the industry. 

While primary metabolites include small molecules like amino acids and sugars, secondary 

plant metabolites such as alkaloids, anthocyanin, flavonoids, phenols, saponins, steroids, 

tannins and terpenoids are studied for medicinal plant herbal purposes, among other possible 

commercial uses. 

In November 2020, former DENR secretary Roy Cimatu ordered the extensive propagation of 

bamboo in Cagayan Valley to prevent massive flooding that plagued the province arising from 

Typhoon Ulysses. 

Bamboo is also being planted in the rivers of Marikina and Bicol – areas usually flooded during 

typhoons. 

Aside from preventing flooding effects of typhoons, the DENR also aims to use bamboo as a 

tool for climate change mitigation as it is known to sequester five metric tons of carbon dioxide 

per hectare of plantation. 

The agency is also promoting engineered bamboo as lumber substitute. 

Executive Order 879 created the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council and 

mandated that 25 percent of the annual school desks of the Department of Education should 

be made of bamboo. 

While it has extensive use as raw material in many industries, the Philippines’ bamboo export 

slowed from a high of 106,000 kilos in 2011 to 35,000 in 2015 and even further lower to 8,000 

kilos in 2018. Exports just picked up to 66,000 kilos in 2020. 

The DENR bamboo project is seen over the long term to help boost bamboo exports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/23/2197357/philippines-looking-

bamboos-economic-potential  

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/23/2197357/philippines-looking-bamboos-economic-potential
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18 barangays get training on forest land use 
planning 
By Mary Ruth R. Malinao(The Freeman) - July 22, 2022 - 12:00am 

CEBU, Philippines —  At least 18 barangays of Cebu City have attended a four-day seminar 

on the planning and studying for the creation of their own Forest Land Use Planning (FLUP). 

The FLUP is a participatory process of allocating forests and forestland as natural resources 

asset by the government under appropriate management, tenure arrangement and eventually 

putting these assets according to their best uses in order to harmonize uses of forest lands. 

As reported by the city’s Public Information Office (PIO), the seminar, which started Tuesday, 

July 19, was initiated by the Cebu City Environment and Natural Resources Office (CCENRO). 

CCENRO officer-in-charge Arlie Gesta said the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) identified the 18 barangays that do not yet have their respective FLUP. 

“Ang DENR ani ang nag-identify nga kining mga barangaya, base sa ilahang record sa opisina, 

kay ilaha ni nga programa sa DENR. Unya kay naa may ultimatum nga ipa-devolve na nga 

function diri sa ato, mao ni, gisugdan nato karon,” said Gesta. 

Among these barangays are Bonbon, Buhisan, Busay, Malubog, Pamutan, Poblacion Pardo, 

Sapangdaku, Quiot, and Toong. 

Gesta said that through the seminar, CCENRO will assist the barangays in the formulation of 

their FLUP. 

“By Thursday ani mag-formulate na sila sa ilahang plano and mo-certify gyud ang kapitan, 

iyahang committee on environment chairman. Now, kung busy si kapitan, ang first councilor. 

Kinahanglan kadtong elected official gyud kay para naay accountability,” said Gesta. 

“Di gyud sila makakuan nga ‘ah di man kami naghimo ana, di man kami nag attend’.  Sila maoy 

maghimo sa plano ani giyahan sa atong mga resource speakers,” he added. 

According to the DENR, an important step in FLUP is the identification of “open access” areas 

which are areas in forests and forest lands that are not covered by any tenure. 

In the absence of a tenure holder or resource manager, anybody can just come in and use the 

resources, in most cases, in an unsustainable and destructive approach living the resource 

degraded and damaged. 

Information provided in the FLUP is valuable in reaching a decision on who can be the best 

resource manager for a particular area. 

The end goal is to harmonize the use of forestland and ensure that production activities in the 

uplands are in balance with forest protection and biodiversity conservation. —GMR 

(FREEMAN) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/07/22/2197165/18-barangays-

get-training-forest-land-use-planning/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806525/mary-ruth-r.-malinao
https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/07/22/2197165/18-barangays-get-training-forest-land-use-planning/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2022/07/22/2197165/18-barangays-get-training-forest-land-use-planning/amp/
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Follow advice to avoid disaster, MGB tells 
developers, LGUs 
By Nef Luczon July 22, 2022, 4:36 pm 

 
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY – The Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) 10 (Northern 

Mindanao) on Friday urged land developers and local government units (LGUs) to abide by 

agency recommendations to avoid disasters in the future. 

 

MGB-10 Chief Geologist Osin Sinsuat Jr. said while the agency does not have the power to 

enforce geohazard identification reports, many lives can be saved from possible environmental 

hazards, such as landslides, mudflows, or sinkholes, if developers and LGUs comply. 

 

“As we always tell them (LGUs and land developers), we always stick to our findings,” Sinsuat 

said in an interview with reporters, noting that MGB assessments are scientific and non-

negotiable. 

 

An MGB report is one of the requirements of the Department of Human Settlements and Urban 

Development's technical working group before land developers are given a license to operate 

in converting applied lands to housing subdivisions. 

 

The LGUs also require the environmental compliance certificates issued by the Environmental 

Management Bureau (EMB) before approving housing developments. 

 

Both the MGB and EMB are under the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

 

Sinsuat said there are instances when some contractors do not follow the recommendations, 

especially when developers get the permits. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1179557  
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Diocese continues fight vs mining in 
NVizcaya 
By Franco Jose C. Baroña July 23, 2022 

 
Former president Rodrigo Duterte signed the Financial and Technical Assistance Agreement 1 in June 2021, 

renewing OceanaGold’s contract to resume the Didipio Gold-Copper Mining project operations. CONTRIBUTED 

PHOTO 

THE Diocese of Bayombong said it will continue to stand up to prevent the harmful effects of 

mining in the province of Nueva Vizcaya. 

Bishop Jose Elmer Mangalinao said the danger caused by mining in the province is no longer 

fair, especially regarding the safety of the community and nature. 

"The destruction caused by mining companies far outweighs whatever benefits they give to the 

workers, barangay, towns, and the national government," said Mangalinao in a statement. 

Two large companies OceanaGold Philippines Inc. (OGPI) in Barangay Kasibu, Didipio, 

and FCF Minerals Corp. in Barangay Runruno, Quezon are currently continuing operations 

after being reauthorized to mine. 

The indigenous women of Tuwali previously challenged new Environment Secretary Toni Yulo-

Loyzaga to protect the rights of the people and end the decades-long impact of harmful mining 

on the community of Didipio. 

Myrna Duyan, chairwoman of Bileg Dagiti Babbae, requested that OGPI not be given a mining 

permit renewal and that the company be held accountable for the 25 years of environmental 

damage and human rights violations it has caused. 

"It is our livelihood, our food, and our home. For all the years that OGPI has destroyed our land, 

we have also stood up and defended it," Duyan said. 

Mangalinao prayed that the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) would 

create concrete action and listen to the grievances of the indigenous communities of Nueva 

Vizcaya so that the harmful operations of big mining companies can be stopped. 

"We continuously express our desire to stop their operation and pray that the DENR office will 

be pro-environment, pro-ecology, and pro-Filipino," Mangalinao said. 

Former president Rodrigo Duterte signed the Financial and Technical Assistance Agreement 1 

in June 2021, renewing OGPI's contract to resume the Didipio Gold-Copper Mining project 

operations. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/news/regions/diocese-continues-fight-vs-

mining-in-nvizcaya/1851954  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/franco-jose-c-barona
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https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=866736081&ename=FCF%20Minerals%20corp.&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2638466654&ename=Myrna%20Duyan&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/news/regions/diocese-continues-fight-vs-mining-in-nvizcaya/1851954
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Legarda files bill institutionalizing an ecosystem and 
natural capital accounting system 
Published July 22, 2022, 2:44 PM 

by Mario Casayuran 

Senator Loren Legarda has filed a bill seeking to develop and implement an ecosystem and 

natural capital accounting system that applies to the Philippine environment, giving importance 

to the role, value, and impact of the country’s natural resources on the economy. 

“For decades, the debate has been whether to choose economy over conservation of natural 

resources. This is a false dichotomy. The economy and all of society are fully and entirely 

dependent on natural resources—our natural capital that includes our forests, wetlands, and 

other ecosystems,” Legarda said. 

The four-term lady lawmaker is expected to be elected as Senate President Pro Tempore when 

the Senate and the House of Representatives open the 19th Congress on Monday. 

Legarda said indicators and standards generated by the national income accounting system 

are considered vital information for economic management and policymaking. They serve as 

the basis for socio-economic planning, formulation of development programs, and policy 

analysis to aid legislation. 

However, conventional national income accounting systems measure economic performance 

by determining the value of goods and services produced in a country and aggregating them 

to develop economic development indicators, such as the Gross National Product (GNP) and 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

Senate Bill 9, known as the Philippine Ecosystem and Natural Capital Accounting System 

(PENCAS) Law of 2022, will include what was formerly considered “externalities,” not valued 

as capital, in the national income accounts. 

“I consider it important that the national income accounts reflect a more accurate state of 

development and economic performance of the country and should incorporate both 

environmental and non-environmental inputs and outputs. This will allow policymakers to make 

responsive, relevant, and effective laws, plans, and programs necessary for national 

development. The climate crisis and biodiversity losses that could potentially lead to the next 

pandemic highlight the urgency of having this bill approved and implemented,’’ Legarda said. 

“Good housekeeping requires that you work on what you have and not live beyond your means. 

It is the same for national patrimony. Not taking into account how much we have and how to 

allocate it drives our ecosystems to ruin,” she added. 

When passed into law, the bill will allow government planners to fully understand the natural 

capital available and expendable in pursuing national goals. 

Legarda highlighted what natural capital investments could contribute to the society and 

economy. 

She underscored the importance of fully tapping into the benefits of natural capital by 

developing a governance framework that promotes nature-based solutions while reducing 

harmful practices. 

“We should recognize the immense potential of using ecosystems, such as forests, mangroves, 

and urban green spaces, for climate change adaptation and mitigation, especially as we rebuild 

and recover from the pandemic,’’ Legarda stressed, 

 

The PENCAS bill recognizes the critical role of natural capital in the Philippine sustainable 

development. 

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/mario-casayuran
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The PENCAS bill recognizes the critical role of natural capital in the Philippine sustainable 

development. 

It also identifies the roles of various government agencies in natural capital accounting, 

especially that of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and provides funding to support the 

implementation of the PENCAS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/22/legarda-files-bill-institutionalizing-an-ecosystem-and-

natural-capital-accounting-system/  
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BAN Toxics calls President Marcos Jr. to address 
plastic, toxic, and waste pollution in the PH 
 Friday, July 22, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Toxic and waste watchdog group BAN Toxics urges President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to address 

the country’s crisis on plastic, toxic, and waste, and ban single-use plastics in time for his 

upcoming State of the Nation Address on July 25. 

“While we welcome President Marcos’ declaration to solve the Philippines’ problem with plastic 

pollution and climate change in his inauguration speech last June 30, he should take a stronger 

move towards addressing our issues with plastic, toxic, wastes and climate change. The 

government can start by implementing measures for the total ban of single-use plastics to 

reduce waste production and pollution,” says Reynaldo San Juan, executive director of BAN 

Toxics. 

“BAN Toxics supports the excise tax on single-use plastic bags as an effort to address the 

country’s plastic overconsumption and crisis; however, we are also wary that the burden will 

fall on the shoulders of taxpayers, consumers, and small businesses. Moreover, the tax also 

does not explicitly solve the plastic, toxics, and waste pollution in the Philippines,” he added. 

House Bill 9171, also known as Plastic Bags Tax Act, aims to impose a 20 PHP excise tax for 

every kilogram of single-use plastic bags removed from the place of production or released 

from the custody of the Bureau of Customs.[1] 

The Department of Finance’s (DOF) Policy, Research, and Liaison Office Director, Arvin 

Lawrence N. Quiñones, disclosed that the country could collect around 923 million PHP for 

2023 should the government decide to impose the tax on plastic bags. 

Plastic Pollution 

The increase in global plastic production from 2 million tons in the 1950s to over 438 million 

tons in 2017 is anticipated to continue.[2] 

An alarming figure of 400 million tons of plastic wastes produced annually prompted the recent 

United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) to create a new plastics treaty to address the 

world’s problem with plastic overproduction and overconsumption. The resumption of the fifth 

UNEA session (UNEA 5.2) in Nairobi, Kenya, aimed to address the global plastic crisis through 

the development of a new international legally binding treaty with a 2024 deadline.[3] 

Plastic Crisis in the Philippines 

Plastic pollution is one of the Philippines’ greatest waste problems. In 2015, the country produced 2.7 
million tons of plastic waste per year, making it the world’s third largest producer of plastic waste.[4] 
According to a 2018 waste management practices study, despite the Philippines’ high garbage 

 

https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-president-marcos-jr-to-address-plastic-toxic-and-waste-pollution-in-the-ph/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-on-philippine-candidates-to-prioritize-environmental-issues/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-on-philippine-candidates-to-prioritize-environmental-issues/
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Plastic pollution is one of the Philippines’ greatest waste problems. In 2015, the country 

produced 2.7 million tons of plastic waste per year, making it the world’s third largest producer 

of plastic waste.[4] According to a 2018 waste management practices study, despite the 

Philippines’ high garbage collection rates, the country still has issues with proper waste 

disposal.[5] 

A number of regulatory measures have been implemented at both the national and local levels 

to address the plastic crisis in the Philippines. 

Republic Act (R.A.) No. 9003, also known as the “Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 
2000,” requires local government units (LGUs) to develop 10-year solid waste management 
plans and to establish guidelines for reusing, recycling, and composting waste generated 
within their jurisdiction. 

House Bill 9147 or the Single-Use Plastic Products Regulation Act was passed to address the 
Philippine plastic crisis. The bill seeks to regulate the production, importation, sale, 
distribution, provision, use, recovery, collection, recycling, and disposal of single-use plastic 
products.[6] 

Although some LGUs have passed ordinances prohibiting or regulating the use of plastic 
bags in their jurisdiction, the effectiveness is dependent on implementation and monitoring. 
Furthermore, R.A. No. 9003 classified plastics as “recyclable materials” despite the majority 
of plastic being non-recyclable. Only about 9% of plastic waste has been recycled thus far; 
the rest is either burned, landfilled, or released into the environment.[7] 

Waste Trading in the Philippines and Basel Ban Amendment 

In January 2014, a shipment of Canadian waste was discovered at the Manila International 
Container Port, making it the most notable instance of foreign waste dumping in the 
Philippines. Since then, environmental groups have advocated for the repatriation of waste 
shipments. 

The incident prompted public criticism of waste disposal from developed countries to third 
world nations. 

BAN Toxics also reiterates the call for President Marcos Jr. to protect the Philippines from 
turning into a dump site for first world countries by ratifying the long overdue Basel Ban 
Amendment. The Basel Ban Amendment is an international treaty that prohibits the export of 
hazardous wastes from member states of the European Union, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and Liechtenstein to poorer countries, 
whether for recycling or not. 

“It’s high time for the government to prioritize the protection of the environment and public 
health, especially against the plastic, toxic, and waste pollution fallout. The longer we wait to 
address the issue of plastic, toxic, and waste pollution, the more we become vulnerable to its 
negative impacts.” BAN Toxics further added. 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-president-marcos-jr-to-address-plastic-toxic-

and-waste-pollution-in-the-ph/  

 

https://bantoxics.org/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-president-marcos-jr-to-address-plastic-toxic-and-waste-pollution-in-the-ph/
https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-calls-president-marcos-jr-to-address-plastic-toxic-and-waste-pollution-in-the-ph/
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CLIMATE JUSTICE | Groups want clear 
commitment from Marcos on shift to 
renewable energy 
July 22, 2022 , 03:18 PM 
By Beatrice Puente 

(July 22, 2022) – Instead of pursuing harmful energy sources, environmental advocates on 
Friday urged President Bongbong Marcos Jr. to commit to a genuine shift to renewable energy 
as a step toward achieving climate justice. 

Khevin Yu, a campaigner of Greenpeace Philippines, stressed that the government should go 
after fossil fuel companies for their heavy role in the worsening status of the environment. 

“The president must recognize that climate justice—and to this end, the renewable energy 
transition—is a basic human right, and one that has to be urgently provided to the Filipino 
people,” said Yu. 

Marcos, who will deliver his first State of the Nation Address (SONA) on Monday, has not made 
his climate policy clear during the campaign. While he touts the Bangui Windmills in his 
hometown of Ilocos Norte, Marcos has also hinted at exploring nuclear energy as a potential 
energy source for the country. 

Yu, in an earlier interview with News5, stressed that Marcos should reveal his specific plans for 
the environment, noting that pursuing both renewable energy and nuclear energy would be 
contradicting. 

“Nagkakaroon ng mixed signals whether ang gusto niya ba ay renewable energy but on the 
other hand nagpu-push siya ng nuclear. What we need from him is clarity,” said Yu. 

Marcos previously described nuclear power as “the cheapest and the cleanest” source of power 
that the country could explore amid the depleting supply of fossil fuels. Last year, former 
President Rodrigo Duterte included nuclear power into the country’s energy mix, raising the 
alarm on the part of environmental advocates. 

Some proponents are seeking the revival of the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant which was built 
under the term of Marcos’ dictator father. It was mothballed due to safety and corruption issues. 

Yu said the social and economic costs of nuclear power would be far worse. Aside from the 
environment, he said it could also pose grave risks to the health of nearby communities. Groups 
also called on Marcos to drop the use of coal and fossil gas. 

“Visayas has been the center of strong typhoons that impacted the homes, livelihood, and lives 
of the people. And yet, these companies operating and promoting fossil energy continue to 
prefer profit over national survival,” lamented environmental advocate Maria Estela Vasquez. 

Much of the country’s electricity needs still depend on coal, natural gas, and oil. Under the 
Philippine Energy Plan, the country aims to increase the share of renewable energy in the 
power generation mix to 35% by 2030 and 50% by 2040. But critics said this is not ambitious 
enough. 

 

Ian Rivera of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice stressed that Marcos should make 
his stance on climate action clear. 
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Ian Rivera of the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice stressed that Marcos should make 
his stance on climate action clear. 

“The SONA is the litmus test if the new government is up to the task of leading the country 
towards economic recovery and away from impacts of the crisis,” said Rivera. 

(PM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-justice-groups-want-clear-commitment-

from-marcos-on-shift-to-renewable-

energy?fbclid=IwAR2QddMWh4pQ0LcmDc8fuq3P3AnPvNepkaHzviGCwf_bpDEmmca35rP

y1Rg  

 

https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-justice-groups-want-clear-commitment-from-marcos-on-shift-to-renewable-energy?fbclid=IwAR2QddMWh4pQ0LcmDc8fuq3P3AnPvNepkaHzviGCwf_bpDEmmca35rPy1Rg
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-justice-groups-want-clear-commitment-from-marcos-on-shift-to-renewable-energy?fbclid=IwAR2QddMWh4pQ0LcmDc8fuq3P3AnPvNepkaHzviGCwf_bpDEmmca35rPy1Rg
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-justice-groups-want-clear-commitment-from-marcos-on-shift-to-renewable-energy?fbclid=IwAR2QddMWh4pQ0LcmDc8fuq3P3AnPvNepkaHzviGCwf_bpDEmmca35rPy1Rg
https://news.tv5.com.ph/breaking/read/climate-justice-groups-want-clear-commitment-from-marcos-on-shift-to-renewable-energy?fbclid=IwAR2QddMWh4pQ0LcmDc8fuq3P3AnPvNepkaHzviGCwf_bpDEmmca35rPy1Rg
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Coastal clean-up drive, grand caravan held in 

Cebu City 
By: Pegeen Maisie M. Sararaña - Multimedia Reporter - CDN Digital|July 22,2022 - 12:34 PM 

 
Several agencies here participated in coastal clean-up drive along South Road Properties in 

Cebu City on Friday, July 22. 

CEBU CITY, Philippines — Various agencies here have participated in the early morning 

coastal clean-up drive on Friday, July 22, 2022, at the South Road Properties in Cebu City. 

Aside from the early morning clean-up drive, personnel from these agencies also participated 

in a grand caravan, wherein several agencies offered free services to the public. This includes 

free processing of police clearance, free circumcision for boys, dental services, legal 

consultation, and notarial services, among others. 

 

Police Lieutenant Colonel Janette Rafter, deputy director for operations of the Cebu City Police 

Office, said that they estimated around 1,500 individuals who participated in Friday’s activity. 

 These are personnel from the Cebu City Police Office, Armed Forces of the Philippines, 

Philippine Coast Guard, National Police Commission, Department of Energy and Natural 

Resources, and Bureau of the Jail Management and Penology (BJMP-7), civilian counterparts, 

among others. 

 

Rafter said this activity is among the activities that they have for the 27th celebration of the 

Police Community Relations (PCR) month. The police had their kick-off ceremony of the PCR 

Month last July 4 in Naga City. 

“I think sa tanan pod ni nga agencies pod ang pagpanghilabot sa atoang community kase ang 

PNP is for public safety, includes cleanliness sa ato katilingban,”  Rafter said. 

“We also have volunteers, especially sa atoang mga divers because they will also be 

conducting Scubasurero,” she added. 

/bmjo 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454197/coastal-clean-up-drive-grand-caravan-held-

in-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR1rJLKmGSjJj6orVCJm9JfXZ9CAes7HvmIWldfG-bi1wKp-

IAVW191StfQ  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454197/coastal-clean-up-drive-grand-caravan-held-in-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR1rJLKmGSjJj6orVCJm9JfXZ9CAes7HvmIWldfG-bi1wKp-IAVW191StfQ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454197/coastal-clean-up-drive-grand-caravan-held-in-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR1rJLKmGSjJj6orVCJm9JfXZ9CAes7HvmIWldfG-bi1wKp-IAVW191StfQ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454197/coastal-clean-up-drive-grand-caravan-held-in-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR1rJLKmGSjJj6orVCJm9JfXZ9CAes7HvmIWldfG-bi1wKp-IAVW191StfQ
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Coastal cleanup and reef restoration in 
Panglao, Bohol 
July 22, 20223 min read 

MANILA—ATFX, through its corporate social responsibility arm ATFX Cares, and its local 

education partner SmarTrade, joined the coastal cleanup and reef restoration in Panglao, 

Bohol, in June 2021 during the Panglao Dive Fest.  SmarTrade and ATFX collectively adopted 

five (5) coral beds at Doljo coral nursery in coordination with Panglao’s Municipal Environment 

and Natural Resources Office (MENRO). 

As a testament to the brand’s commitment to sustaining these initiatives, SmarTrade and ATFX 

Cares continue to monitor the coral reef restoration.   

“We have to continue maintaining these corals. Some of the activities that we regularly roll out 

are cleaning algae and shells, collecting trash like fishing lines and plastics, and checking for 

signs of diseases like discoloration. For example, if the corals turn white, we check if they are 

covered by algae since this limits their ability to eat properly and get the sunlight they need to 

make them healthy,” explained Danilo Menorias, Panglao MENRO’s reef ranger and dive 

instructor. “These are crucial steps because once one coral is affected, it will affect other 

healthy corals and eventually, the whole reef.” 

SmarTrade and ATFX Cares support the post-restoration activities. These are regular after-

care activities that are implemented after coral restoration planting. Reef rangers dive at least 

two to three times a week to check if the corals planted are doing well.  

“To grow healthy corals, there are many factors at play. Some of these are water depth, 

sunlight, the current’s strength, and water salinity. When we achieve a good balance of all these 

factors, we get corals that are healthy – they return to their natural color, and at times, we can 

even see polyps when inspected closely,” added Menorias. 

This initiative is just one of the many programs spearheaded by SmarTrade and ATFX to 

contribute to the communities that they serve.  

“As a business, we do not exist in a silo. We deal with people every day, may it be our clients, 

our partners, or our employees. Everyone can agree that each of us is affected by our physical 

environment in one way or another,” said SmarTrade President and CEO Joyce Ann Mayo.   

“That is why we do this because we believe that it is everyone’s responsibility to protect this 

world we live in. Without our beautiful planet, no businesses would exist.” 

 

Menorias encourages everyone to exercise responsibility and care by 
not throwing garbage in the ocean, not stepping on the corals, and 
avoiding too much sun lotion. 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/coastal-cleanup-and-reef-restoration-in-panglao-bohol/
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Menorias encourages everyone to exercise responsibility and care by not throwing garbage in 

the ocean, not stepping on the corals, and avoiding too much sun lotion. 

Divers and fishermen should also avoid touching and holding these corals or fishing near these 

reefs. 

To know more about ATFX (www.atfx.com)  and SmarTrade’s CSR programs, 

visit www.smartradeph.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/22/coastal-cleanup-and-reef-restoration-in-panglao-

bohol/?fbclid=IwAR1UMJg81XLStm58HRBLq7rdpivGCFU4bEm-

pl64VNdHgUjhBDJjJLUjJQw  
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Mayor Suan signs order prohibiting construction 

of illegal structures in town’s coastal areas 
Futch Anthony Inso - CDN Digital Correspondent | July 22,2022 - 08:44 PM 

 

 
Cordova’s floating cottages. | Futch Anthony Inso 

 
LAPU-LAPU CITY, Philippines — Cordova Mayor Cesar “Didoy” Suan signed a memorandum 
order on Friday, July 22, 2022, which orders the enforcement of Executive Order No. 1 or 
“Prohibiting the construction of all illegal structures such as floating and fixed cottages along 
the legal easements and/or within the coastal areas of the Municipality of Cordova, Cebu.” 
 
This was confirmed by Nanette Garong, executive secretary to the Mayor of the Municipality of 
Cordova. 
 
In his memorandum order, Suan said this is in consonance with section 16 of Republic Act No. 
7160 or the “Local Government Code of 1991. The said provision talks about the general 
welfare clause. 
 
The memorandum order mandates the enforcement to the fullest extent of the provisions under 
E.O. no.1. 
 
E.O. no. 1 was issued on July 5, 2022. However, there are reports that there are those who 
continue their construction despite the express proscription. 
 
Suan addressed his memorandum order to the Philippine National Police (PNP), Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG), Cordova Marine Watch, Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office 
(DRRMO), and the village chiefs of Buagsong, Catarman, and Poblacion. 
 
Suan orders them to exercise reasonable actions against those who will violate the executive 
order and submit a written report of its implementation within 72 hours.    /rcg 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454313/mayor-suan-signs-order-prohibiting-

construction-of-illegal-structures-in-towns-coastal-areas?fbclid=IwAR2Ji-

U3o0UNVhanPy55IFpCQvz80BP0zWuDQwdRii_nbULHz7Hbkrfv9yk#ixzz7Zm0nSaEZ  

 

https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454313/mayor-suan-signs-order-prohibiting-construction-of-illegal-structures-in-towns-coastal-areas?fbclid=IwAR2Ji-U3o0UNVhanPy55IFpCQvz80BP0zWuDQwdRii_nbULHz7Hbkrfv9yk#ixzz7Zm0nSaEZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454313/mayor-suan-signs-order-prohibiting-construction-of-illegal-structures-in-towns-coastal-areas?fbclid=IwAR2Ji-U3o0UNVhanPy55IFpCQvz80BP0zWuDQwdRii_nbULHz7Hbkrfv9yk#ixzz7Zm0nSaEZ
https://cebudailynews.inquirer.net/454313/mayor-suan-signs-order-prohibiting-construction-of-illegal-structures-in-towns-coastal-areas?fbclid=IwAR2Ji-U3o0UNVhanPy55IFpCQvz80BP0zWuDQwdRii_nbULHz7Hbkrfv9yk#ixzz7Zm0nSaEZ
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Cooling our cities with shade trees one 

every street 
By Robert Siy July 23, 2022 

WE are in an emergency. We need to act before it is too late. Every week, new heat records 

are being set in different parts of the world. The Earth is growing hotter; more so in cities. When 

we remove vegetation and trees and replace them with concrete, we make environments 

warmer. Communities surrounded by roads experience the "urban heat island" effect, where 

pavements absorb heat when the sun is out and then release it the rest of the day. One way to 

counter this is by growing shade trees and greenery on every street, creating as many green 

corridors as possible in every city. 

Trees absorb carbon and make local environments cooler. Foliage lowers local temperatures 

through a process called evapotranspiration. Leaves also reflect solar energy. A scientific 

article confirms that adding tree canopies in cities — which cool the air and prevent pavements 

from absorbing heat — is one of the best weapons against global warming. The French 

environmental agency, ADEME, estimates that a mature tree has the same cooling effect as 

five air-conditioners. 

We can make our cities cooler and more livable by growing shade trees on every street. People 

naturally prefer to walk or bike on a street with shade trees where the temperature can be two 

to nine degrees cooler than a street without, so how do we find the space in cities to grow more 

trees? 

Streets occupy a very large share of the total land area in cities. It varies from place to place 

but look at any city map and you will find that around 10 to 20 percent of total land area is 

devoted to roads. When you consider land in the public realm — the area controlled either by 

national agencies or local governments — roads probably account for 80 percent in cities. The 

irony is that most of this valuable public resource — our urban road network — is today devoted 

to private motor vehicles, even though just a small minority (only about 12 percent of 

households in Greater Manila and about 5 percent nationwide) are car owners. For this reason, 

roads should be placed in the service of the majority who walk, cycle or use public 

transportation, rather than the person in a car. 

Streets need to be planned or redesigned so that people who walk or cycle have a more 

pleasant and safe travel experience. Some streets can be pedestrianized and closed to through 

traffic (no motor vehicles allowed except for those of local residents). Trees can be planted 

along the street at regular intervals to create a continuous canopy and parts of a street can 

even be devoted to neighborhood food gardens. On streets where through traffic remains, 

sidewalks can be widened so that there is enough space for planting trees. Even if this means 

taking away space from cars, a tree-lined and walkable street delivers many long-term benefits 

for local residents and the planet. 

What can national and local governments do? Trees and greenery should be an integral part 

of every road construction or rehabilitation project. Among the standard project outputs should 

be tree-shaded paths for those on foot or on bicycles. Every local government unit (LGU) 

planning office and every road project team should include landscape architects. They can 

ensure that the right species of greenery and trees are procured, planted and maintained — 

foliage that is at the same time functional, resilient and attractive. 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/news/regions/diocese-continues-fight-vs-

mining-in-nvizcaya/1851954  
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The 2023 national budget provides an opportunity to implement these concepts. The planting 
of roadside shade trees should be included in the Department of Public Works and 
Highways work program. The Department of the Interior and Local Government's (DILG) Local 
Government Support Fund should be further expanded in 2023 with special attention to the 
greening of existing streets and public spaces. The 2023 budget could also finance recognition 
and awards programs (possibly organized by DILG and/or the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources), for the best urban tree planting and landscaping efforts by LGUs. 

The DILG and the National Parks Development Committee can jumpstart the expansion of 
green public spaces by requiring every urban barangay (village) to develop a pedestrianized 
street to serve as a neighborhood park where any resident, young or old, can play or exercise 
in a safe and comfortable outdoor environment. Design guidelines can be provided, including 
on how to involve local communities in planning and implementing green public spaces in their 
neighborhoods. 

Planting shade trees on every street is not only an effective weapon against climate change, it 
is also a way to encourage active lifestyles and promote low-carbon travel modes. It will help 
us survive the climate emergency and make our cities more livable. The government needs to 
act decisively. We are running out of time. 

Robert Y. Siy is a development economist, city and regional planner, and public transport 

advocate. He can be reached at mobilitymatters.ph@yahoo.com or followed on Twitter 

@RobertRsiy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/business/top-business/cooling-our-cities-

with-shade-trees-one-every-street/1851884  
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https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=857147932&ename=Local%20Government%20Support%20Fund&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=234369113&ename=Department%20of%20Environment%20and%20Natural%20Resources&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2006803565&ename=National%20Parks%20Development%20Committee&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=280549383&ename=Robert%20Y.%20Siy&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/business/top-business/cooling-our-cities-with-shade-trees-one-every-street/1851884
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/23/business/top-business/cooling-our-cities-with-shade-trees-one-every-street/1851884
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Dead ‘dugong’ found in Sagay reef 

 
The dead sea cow locally known as “dugong” found in Macahulom Reef, one of the reefs at the Sagay Marine 

Reserve in Sagay City, on Monday, July 18. (Contributed Photo) 

July 22, 2022 

A DEAD sea cow locally known as “dugong” was found in Macahulom Reef, one of the reefs at 

the Sagay Marine Reserve in Sagay City, for the first time after more than two decades, on 

Monday, July 18. 

 

Reports from City Veterinarian and Agriculture Offices reported that the “dugong” was identified 

to be a female adult. 

It measures 2.95 meters with an estimated weight of 300 to 350 kilograms and is already in the 

advanced state of decomposition. 

 

This is the second incident of “dugong” stranding in the area. The last was in 2000. 

 

Bantay Dagat Volunteers Dionesio Pahayahay, Francis Gopio and Paolo Hulleza were on duty 

at the Macahulom Watchtower when they saw the dead animal at around 9 a.m. 

 

They then reported this to the Office of the Protected Area Superintendent (Pasu) of Sagay 

Marine Reserve. 

 

Based on the initial evaluation, there were no injuries and external lesions found on the animal. 

 

Further external examination was performed by Pasu Mayo Antonio Cueva, EMS II Roberto 

Togle, Dr. Baltazar Delorino, Christoper Fernandez and Dina David-Lagutin upon its transport 

to the Old Sagay Feeder Port. 

 

“Dugong” (Dugong dugon) also commonly known in Filipino as baboy-dagat (pig of the sea) 

and the only surviving species from the Family of Dugongidae is one of the indicator species 

inhabiting the coasts of northern Negros Occidental particularly in Sagay City, a statement from 

the city government said. 

 

Due to its strategic location bounded by marine channels and migratory paths such as Asuncion 

Pass, Visayan Sea, and Tañon Strait Protected Seascape respectively, and of its bountiful 

pristine habitats strongly protected, it's no wonder that these species linger in the area, it said 

 

According to the Updated Checklist and Status of Marine Mammals confirmed within the 

Philippine Waters by Aragones et al. 2010, this animal is considered very rare and threatened 

having been listed in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). 

 



July 23, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 

According to the Updated Checklist and Status of Marine Mammals confirmed within the 

Philippine Waters by Aragones et al. 2010, this animal is considered very rare and threatened 

having been listed in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). 

 

The carcass was then turned over to Northern Negros State College of Science and 

Technology for future collection of data and specimens which can provide critical elements of 

information for research and development of management strategies., it added. (PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935676/bacolod/local-news/dead-dugong-found-

in-sagay-reef  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935676/bacolod/local-news/dead-dugong-found-in-sagay-reef
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1935676/bacolod/local-news/dead-dugong-found-in-sagay-reef
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/posts/pfbid02XL94L3aaoqyE71FMCSAnxgkhf2cF95Gz

zsDYbKJgjzKDGvEttKpcqcBmfw8MJAxZl  

 

https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/posts/pfbid02XL94L3aaoqyE71FMCSAnxgkhf2cF95GzzsDYbKJgjzKDGvEttKpcqcBmfw8MJAxZl
https://www.facebook.com/tribunephl/posts/pfbid02XL94L3aaoqyE71FMCSAnxgkhf2cF95GzzsDYbKJgjzKDGvEttKpcqcBmfw8MJAxZl
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Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/499151633499640/posts/pfbid0yyFEb5kNVbeYmuqF5D4hJ25Eco

CpG5hyun8A136ojLgs1XEParhhZ4hD5WcsswbVl/?app=fbl  

 

https://www.facebook.com/499151633499640/posts/pfbid0yyFEb5kNVbeYmuqF5D4hJ25EcoCpG5hyun8A136ojLgs1XEParhhZ4hD5WcsswbVl/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/499151633499640/posts/pfbid0yyFEb5kNVbeYmuqF5D4hJ25EcoCpG5hyun8A136ojLgs1XEParhhZ4hD5WcsswbVl/?app=fbl
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OCTA: Metro Manila positivity rate suddenly 
going up again 
Philstar.com July 22, 2022 | 3:13pm 

 
People queue outside SM City Sta. Mesa in Quezon City to register for the upcoming December 2022 barangay 

elections despite the light rainfall on Thursday, July 21, 2022. 
The STAR / Miguel De Guzman 

 

MANILA, Philippines — After first projecting a peak in the surge of cases within the next week, 

independent pandemic monitor OCTA Research sounded the alarm Friday over the sudden 

uptick in positive cases in recent days.  

In an advisory, OCTA Research fellow Dr. Guido David said that the positivity rate — which 

refers to the percentage of cases coming out positive — was suddenly on the uptrend again 

after going down for a number of days in a row.  

Per the Department of Health's latest update, Metro Manila made up 1,002 of the 2,828 new 

cases recorded nationwide on Thursday. Quezon City, Makati, and Manila were responsible 

for 215, 117, and 112 of those cases, respectively, while no other local government unit 

breached 100 cases.  

"It is not yet clear what is driving this change in trends. It is also not clear at this time when the 

peak will be reached in the NCR. Our projections show around 3,000 new cases nationwide on 

July 22, with about 1,100 in the NCR," David wrote.  

OCTA Research — among the most accurate groups in COVID-19 projections over the 

pandemic — was careful to clarify that its earlier projections were "based on data we obtained 

from testing laboratories care of the Department of Health." 

To recall, it earlier said that the peak of the ongoing surge in cases was projected to end within 

seven days. This was because, they said, the daily positivity rate on July 15 reached 14 percent 

with the next three days showing consistently lower positivity rates.  

"However, the positivity rate jumped in July 19 and now shows an increasing trend, which hit 

14.6 percent on July 20," the group said.  

"Cases are now rising in many parts of the country. The new sub-variants are immune evasive. 

We strongly advise the public to observe caution." 

Experts have said that waning immunity against the coronavirus along with increased mobility 

could trigger small waves of transmission. 

So far, only 15.1 million of the 154.1 million coronavirus vaccine doses administered 
were booster shots, according to the DOH National COVID-19 Vaccination 
Dashboard.  

✓ 
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So far, only 15.1 million of the 154.1 million coronavirus vaccine doses administered were 

booster shots, according to the DOH National COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard.  

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. earlier this week backed retaining the existing COVID-19 Alert 

Level System for the time being. 

 

— Franco Luna  

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/22/2197265/octa-metro-manila-positivity-

rate-suddenly-going-again  

✓ 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/22/2197265/octa-metro-manila-positivity-rate-suddenly-going-again
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/22/2197265/octa-metro-manila-positivity-rate-suddenly-going-again
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgNZW3XXNY&ab_cha

nnel=KUYARONSTV 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgNZW3XXNY&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgNZW3XXNY&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgNZW3XXNY&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgNZW3XXNY&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thie1H0AQK0&ab_channel

=engr.berto 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thie1H0AQK0&ab_channel=engr.berto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thie1H0AQK0&ab_channel=engr.berto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thie1H0AQK0&ab_channel=engr.berto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thie1H0AQK0&ab_channel=engr.berto
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7QVYHi0O3U&ab_chann

el=MizJuly 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7QVYHi0O3U&ab_channel=MizJuly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7QVYHi0O3U&ab_channel=MizJuly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7QVYHi0O3U&ab_channel=MizJuly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7QVYHi0O3U&ab_channel=MizJuly
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzH_0xlNNpk&ab_channe

l=MizJuly  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzH_0xlNNpk&ab_channel=MizJuly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzH_0xlNNpk&ab_channel=MizJuly
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Please click this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/1911122322274674/videos/4666144

14803710  

 

https://www.facebook.com/1911122322274674/videos/466614414803710
https://www.facebook.com/1911122322274674/videos/466614414803710
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Please click this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/100050625783224/videos/61136771

6942193  

 

https://www.facebook.com/100050625783224/videos/611367716942193
https://www.facebook.com/100050625783224/videos/611367716942193

