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DENR Receives Used Fish Nets for Trash Traps 
 Tuesday, February 22, 2022 Journal Online 

 

In support of the Manila Bay rehabilitation and Enhanced Adopt-an-Estero/Waterbody Program 

of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the Rotary Club of Diliman 

Heights (RCDH) through its past president Suzzette Lee (center) and Rotary International 

District (RID) 3780 Governor Ed Ayento (4th from right) unfurls a fish net as its donation to the 

rehabilitation and program before it is handed to former Undersecretary for Solid Waste 

Management and Local Government Units Concerns Benny D. Antiporda (left). The used fish 

nets will be used to fabricate trash traps (inset) to prevent solid wastes from barangay esteros 

from draining to bigger water bodies like Manila Bay. The trash traps will be distributed in 

Barangays Nagkaisang Nayon, Novaliches Proper, and Capri in Quezon City through Task 

Force Tayo ang Kalikasan (TF TAK). Also in photo are TF TAK Technical Assistant Roberto 

Feliciano (3rd from right), members of the RID 3780 and RCDH led by President Jocel Navarro 

(3rd from left). The handover was held during the celebration of the 21st signing anniversary of 

Republic Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000 on Feb. 2, 2022 at 

the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-receives-used-fish-nets-for-trash-traps/  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuktR3jFmCs&ab_channel=PTV  
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xf9fQWvZ7ro&ab_channel=PTV  
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DENR plants mangroves in Central Luzon 
wetlands 
The Philippine Star February 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga, Philippines — More than 1,000 mangrove propagules were 

planted by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and its partner 

agencies and companies in various areas in Central Luzon. 

Species of bauang bakawan, bakawan babae and bakawan lalaki were planted at the Sasmuan 

Bangkung Malapad critical habitat eco-tourism area in Pampanga, Bagac River in Bataan and 

Uacon Lake in Zambales. 

“The activities were part of the month-long celebration of World Wetlands Day. This is 

fundamental in nourishing wildlife habitat including the wintering area of migratory birds and 

breeding grounds of marine species,” DENR-Central Luzon chief Paquito Moreno Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/23/2162744/denr-plants-mangroves-central-

luzon-wetlands  

 

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/23/2162744/denr-plants-mangroves-central-luzon-wetlands
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/23/2162744/denr-plants-mangroves-central-luzon-wetlands


February 23, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

DENR hosts mangrove planting activity 

 
MANGROVE PLANTING. Over 1,000 mangrove propagules were planted by Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources and partners in various areas in Central Luzon. (DENR) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A  

February 22, 2022 

HUNDREDS of volunteers and personnel from partner government agencies joined the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in the City of San Fernando in 

massive mangrove growing activities in an effort to uphold sustainability and conservation of 

wetland areas in Central Luzon. 

 

Over 1,000 mangrove propagules, composed of Bauang bakawan, Bakawan babae and 

Bakawan lalaki species, were planted in identified planting sites in Sasmuan Bangkung 

Malapad Critical Habitat Ecotourism Area in Pampanga, Bagac River in Bataan and Uacon 

Lake in Zambales. 

Apart from sustaining the ecological health of wetland areas in the region, the initiative was part 

of the activities of the month-long celebration of the World Wetlands Day that would be 

fundamental in nourishing wildlife habitat, including the wintering area of migratory birds and 

breeding grounds of marine species. 

 

It also helped in stabilizing shorelines and preventing erosion, thus protecting coastal 

communities from waves and storm surge. 

 

The World Wetlands Day is celebrated on February 2 of every year to highlight the vital role 

and ecological importance of wetlands. Its annual observance coincides with the anniversary 

of when the Convention on Wetlands was adopted in 1971 in the city of Ramsar. 

 

This year, the theme "Wetlands action for people and nature" underscores the significance of 

concerted actions in conserving natural resources like wetlands. 

 

In Central Luzon, there are 19 identified wetlands covering more than 16,000 hectares. These 

play important roles like storing clean water, providing a home for nature, and keeping 

communities safe from flood and storms. 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921686/pampanga/local-news/denr-hosts-

mangrove-planting-activity  
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31 poor families tapped in Northern Samar 
reforestation 
By Sarwell Meniano February 22, 2022, 1:10 pm 

 
PLANTERS. Some residents in San Roque, Northern Samar are tapped as partners of the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) in the enhanced National Greening Program during a meeting on Feb. 15, 2022. The Community Environment 

and Natural Resources Office in Northern Samar has forged partnerships with 31 poor families in two villages of San Roque town 

to plant trees in 220 hectares of land. (Photo courtesy of DENR Region 8) 

TACLOBAN CITY – The Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) in 
Northern Samar has forged partnerships with 31 poor families in two villages of San Roque 
town to plant trees in 220 hectares of land under the government’s enhanced National Greening 
Program (NGP). 

For three years, identified family beneficiaries in Ginagdanan and Pagasang-an villages are 
tasked to establish nurseries, plant trees, and take care of them for a contract price of PHP5.72 
million, said Dennis Arino, chief of the conservation and development section of CENRO based 
in Pambujan town. 

These families are expected to set up nurseries by June 2022, plant seedlings in the third 
quarter of the year, and start the maintenance by October, Arino told the Philippine News 
Agency (PNA) on Tuesday. 

“We help people understand that they are the first to benefit from this reforestation activity. We 
have to engage people on the ground since they are knowledgeable of the situation and are in 
a better position to successfully implement the project,” Arino said in a phone interview. 

At least 15 percent of their total mobilization fund will be released as soon as the agreement is 
notarized. 

Succeeding payments will be released corresponding to the contracted families’ performance 
and their plantation’s survival rate of at least 85 percent, according to the official. 

The biggest area assigned to a family is 10 hectares and they can earn up to PHP260,000 for 
three years. 

San Roque town has been identified as a priority area for this year’s implementation of the 
enhanced NGP in support of the conservation and protection efforts for the Bantayan 
Watershed in the area. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168263  
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Marginalized tapped for Northern Samar reforestation 
We help people understand that they are the first to benefit from this 
reforestation activity 
Published 5 hours ago on February 23, 2022 03:30 AM 
By Elmer Navarro Manuel  @tribunephl_lmer 

 

TACLOBAN CITY — In line with the government’s enhanced National Greening Program, the 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) in Northern Samar forged 

partnerships with 31 poor families in two villages of San Roque town to plant trees in 220 

hectares of land. 

Pambujan town CENRO conservation and development section chief Dennis Arino disclosed 

that for the last three years, identified family beneficiaries in Ginagdanan and Pagasang-an 

villages are tasked to establish nurseries, plant trees, and take care of them for a contract price 

of P5.72 million. 

He added that the families are expected to set up nurseries by June 2022, plant seedlings in 

the third quarter of the year, and start the maintenance by October. 

“We help people understand that they are the first to benefit from this reforestation activity. We 

have to engage people on the ground since they are knowledgeable of the situation and are in 

a better position to successfully implement the project,” Arino said in an online interview. 

At least 15 percent of their total mobilization fund will be released as soon as the agreement is 

notarized and succeeding payments will be released corresponding to the contracted families’ 

performance and their plantation’s survival rate of at least 85 percent, according to the official. 

The biggest area assigned to a family is 10 hectares and they can earn up to P260,000 for 

three years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/02/23/marginalized-tapped-for-northern-samar-

reforestation/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=marginalized-tapped-for-

northern-samar-reforestation  
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Philippine eagle rescued in Lanao Sur 
By Asangan Madale February 23, 2022 

 

MARAWI, Lanao del Sur: A Philippine eagle named Bangsa Bae was turned over by the 
Community Environment and Natural Resources and Energy Office (Cenreo) in Lanao del Sur 
to the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) in Davao City. 

The eagle was found in Barangay Piyangologan in Marogong, Lanao del Sur by a concerned 
citizen who turned over the endangered animal to the Cenreo. The eagle was then transported 
to the Regional Wildlife Rescue Center in Tukuran, Zamboanga del Sur for further treatment 
before it was handed over to PEF. 

"The eagle may have had a nesting site in Mt. Kalantimon, Marogong, Lanao del Sur, verifying 
previous reports that it may be sighted within the Municipalities of Butig, Lumbabayabao and 
Wao within the Mt. Piyagayungan Range," Cenreo officer Benjamin Alangca said. 

"The approximately 150,000-hectare mountain range covering Lanao del Sur and 
Maguindanao is considered as a key biodiversity area by the DENR." 

Bangsa Bae, named in honor of the Bangsamoro women, has a wingspan of 51 centimeters 
and a weight of five kilograms. In its right wing, the Cenreo team observed a bone fracture and 
missing feathers. 

"It was the first time that we found and rescued an injured Philippine eagle which signifies the 
Bangsamoro region's vast environment and natural resources," Alangca added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/23/news/regions/philippine-eagle-rescued-in-

lanao-sur/1833901  
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Laguna Bay to host solar projects 
By Ben Gines Jr. February 19, 2022 

THE Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA) has approved the allocation of 2,000 

hectares in Laguna Bay for floating solar projects. 

"An initial predetermined area of not more than 2,000 hectares in the LDB (Laguna de Bay) is 

hereby allocated for REU (renewable energy utilization) projects," the LLDA said in its 

memorandum dated Feb. 2, 2022. 

The location of the solar projects would be 200 meters away from the lake's shoreline, with a 

10.5-meter elevation requirement. Based on the map, the predetermined areas (PDA) are 

concentrated on the lake's southern side, spanning from Santa Rosa City to Paete, all in 

Laguna. 

LLDA will also be bidding out the allocation and grant of renewable energy areas at a minimum 

price of P6 per square meter. Each developer application will be allocated with a maximum of 

100 hectares per block. 

Contracts would last for 25 years, covering the development, commissioning and operation of 

the project. These would also be subject to LLDA's evaluation every five years. 

Winning bidders would need to secure permits and clearances from the Department of Energy 

(DoE) and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Environmental Management 

Bureau. 

A Privilege to Operate Renewable Energy would also have to be secured from the LLDA. 

The DoE earlier said that it is working with the LLDA to come up with a policy for large-scale 

floating projects in Laguna Bay. 

Last year, Ayala-led AC Energy Corp. (ACEN) expressed its openness to develop floating solar 

projects in the Laguna Bay. Eric Francia, ACEN president and chief executive officer, said that 

the country's largest lake is a "great location" for such ventures, adding that 25 percent of it can 

be allotted for floating solar projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/19/business/green-industries/laguna-bay-to-host-

solar-projects/1833433  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160133993445168/?app=fbl  
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Villar renews pitch for wetlands protection, 
conservation 
Cecille Suerte Felipe - The Philippine Star February 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Villar rallied behind this year’s World Wetlands Celebration’s call and appealed to invest in financial, human and 

political capital to save wetlands from disappearing and to restore those that have been degraded. 
The STAR / Geremy Pintolo 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Sen. Cynthia Villar has urged the government to take action for 

wetlands, which are critically important ecosystems contributing to biodiversity, climate 

mitigation and adaptation, freshwater availability and to economies. 

Villar rallied behind this year’s World Wetlands Celebration’s call and appealed to invest in 

financial, human and political capital to save wetlands from disappearing and to restore those 

that have been degraded. 

“In all candidness, this is no mean feat for a state like the Philippines to follow. With our 

country’s archipelagic nature, we have an abundant number of wetlands that call for much-

needed attention,” said Villar, who chairs the Senate committee on environment and natural 

resources. 

During the celebration at the Las Piñas-Parañaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) yesterday, Villar 

noted that the United Nations encourages the annual celebration to raise public consciousness 

on wetlands. 

She thanked the LPPWP-Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) and its partners, the 

Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands, the ASEAN Center for Biodiversity and 

the Philippine Wild Bird Club for their active participation in this event. 

The 2016 Atlas of Philippine Inland Wetlands and Classified Caves has put the number at 314 

inland wetlands and 2,487 river systems. Of that figure 221 are lakes, 39 are water storage, 31 

are ponds, 12 are marshes and swamps and nine are peatlands, according to the senator. 

Villar, however, lamented that some people, even those in the government, do not fully 

recognize and appreciate the significance of wetlands. 

“And what is even worse is that there are even people within the DENR who should know the 

significance of wetlands, yet have chosen to be ignorant of it,” she said. 

She specifically cited the LPPWP, which has always been endangered despite being 

established as a critical habitat, declared a Wetland of International Importance and was 

legislated a protected area under the Expanded NIPAS Act in 2018. 

Villar said the LPPWP has been constantly exposed to the threat of being destroyed 
due to various reclamation projects in Parañaque and Cavite. 

✓ 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804767/cecille-suerte-felipe
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Villar said the LPPWP has been constantly exposed to the threat of being destroyed due to 

various reclamation projects in Parañaque and Cavite. 

She also took potshots at the DENR-Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) for issuing 

environmental clearance certificates to these reclamation projects. 

The senator recalled late last year a painful experience of being barred by the DENR-EMB from 

joining a discussion with the technical experts in the Parañaque reclamation project. 

“I was simply told that I am not an allowed participant in the meeting. What was so annoying in 

the incident is that the EMB personnel presiding over the meeting was ignorant of the existence 

of the LPPWP-PAMB, the body I represent for the meeting, even when LPPWP PAMB was 

actually invited by EMB itself in that meeting,” she said. 

“I am ‘crushed’ that the EMB has plainly adopted the position of the proponent on this ‘matter 

hook, line and sinker’ and no further discussion and independent studies were made,” she 

added. 

For Villar, who has been involved in the conservation of the wetland park for two decades now, 

this is “just one of the sad realities that we are confronted with in defending this piece of wetland, 

and we have been through tougher times along the way.” 

“Apart from the destructive effect to the wetland park, one of the issues I wish to point out to 

the EMB is that the 286-hectare Parañaque reclamation project will obstruct the free flow of 

water coming from Parañaque River, which is connected to the Las Piñas River in my 

hometown,” she said. 

She underscored that this would trigger massive flooding in Las Piñas, Paranaque and nearby 

places in Cavite. 

“The LPPWP is a showcase of biodiversity conservation in Metro Manila, and we envision it to 

be the premier learning environment for urban wetlands in the Philippines as well. We are doing 

our best also to make it a model of sustainable eco-tourism at its best while ensuring that its 

natural ecological attributes are not compromised,” Villar said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/23/2162721/villar-renews-pitch-wetlands-

protection-conservation  
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Villar tells public, gov't once again: Protect wetlands 
Published February 22, 2022, 4:45 PM 

by Joseph Pedrajas 

Senator Cynthia Villar has renewed her call to take action for the country’s wetlands and appeal 

to the public to protect them from disappearing. 

Villar, chairperson of the Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, made her 

call Tuesday during the celebration of World Wetlands’ Day held at Las Pinas Parañaque 

Wetland Park (LPPWP). 

“In all candidness, this is no mean feat for a state like the Philippines to follow. With our 

country’s archipelagic nature, we have an abundant number of wetlands that call for much-

needed attention,” she said. 

Villar said that even the United Nations encourages its annual celebration to raise public 

consciousness on wetlands, which are critically important ecosystems contributing to 

biodiversity, climate mitigation and adaptation, freshwater availability and to economies. 

Although there are some 314 inland wetlands and 2,487 river systems, Villar lamented that the 

public and even the government do not fully recognize and appreciate the significance of 

wetlands amid her consistent pleas. 

“And what is even worse is that there are even people within the DENR (Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources) who should know the significance of wetlands, yet have 

chosen to be ignorant of it,” she said. 

For instance, she said LPPWP, which is tagged as endangered despite being established a 

critical habitat, is always under threat of being destroyed due to various reclamation projects in 

Parañaque and Cavite. 

The lawmaker hit the DENR – Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) for issuing 

Environmental Clearance Certificates to these reclamation projects. 

“Apart from the destructive effect to the wetland park, one of the issues I wish to point out to 

EMB is that the 286-hectare Paranaque reclamation project will obstruct the free flow of water 

coming from Paranaque River, which is connected to the Las Pinas River in my hometown,” 

Villar said, adding that the project may also trigger massive flooding in Las Pinas, Paranaque 

and nearby places in Cavite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/02/22/villar-tells-public-govt-once-again-protect-wetlands/  
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Villar bats for protection of wet lands in 
Parañaque 
by Macon Ramos-Araneta  February 22, 2022, 10:10 pm 

Sen. Cynthia A. Villar has rallied behind this year World Wetlands Celebration’s call to take 

action for wetlands and appeal to invest financial, human and political capital to save wetlands 

from disappearing and to restore those that have been degraded. 

 
FOR WETLAND CONSERVATION. Senator Cynthia Villar leads the opening of a photo exhibit about the Las Pinas-Paranaque 

Wetland on Tuesday. The exhibit aims to promote awareness of the importance of wetlands and what actions 
stakeholders can do to help in wetland conservation. Danny Pata 

During the celebration in Las Pinas Parañaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) on Feb. 22, Villar also 

noted that the United Nations encourages the annual celebration to raise public consciousness 

on wetlands, which are critically important ecosystems contributing to biodiversity, climate 

mitigation and adaptation, freshwater availability and to economies. 

She thanked the LPPWP- Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) and its partners, the 

Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands (SCPW), the Asean Center for Biodiversity 

(ACB) and the Philippine Wild Bird Club of the Philippines, for their active participation in this 

event. 

According to the senator, the 2016 Atlas of Philippine Inland Wetlands and Classified Caves 

has put the number at 314 inland wetlands and 2,487 river systems. Out of these, 314 wetlands 

are 221 lakes, 12 marshes and swamps, 9 peat lands, 39 water storage, and 31 ponds. 

However, she lamented that some people, even those in our government, do not fully recognize 

and appreciate the significance of wetlands. 

“And what is even worse is that there are even people within the DENR who should know the 

significance of wetlands, yet have chosen to be ignorant of it,” stressed Villar. 

She specifically cited LPPWP which has always been endangered despite being established a 

critical habitat, declared a Wetland of International Importance and legislated a protected area 

under the Expanded NIPAS Act in 2018. 

She said LPPWP has been constantly exposed to the threat of being destroyed due to various 

reclamation projects in Parañaque and Cavite. 

She also took potshots at the DENR- Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) for issuing 

Environmental Clearance Certificates to these reclamation projects. 

“This is just one of the sad realities we are confronted with in defending this piece of 
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She also took potshots at the DENR- Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) for issuing 

Environmental Clearance Certificates to these reclamation projects. 

“This is just one of the sad realities we are confronted with in defending this piece of wetland 

and we have been through tougher times along the way,” added the senator who has been 

involved in the conservation of the wetland park for two decades now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314209467/villar-bats-for-protection-of-wet-lands-in-

paranaque.html  

 

https://manilastandard.net/news/314209467/villar-bats-for-protection-of-wet-lands-in-paranaque.html
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Villar renews pitch for wetlands protection, 
conservation 
February 22, 2022 

By Ernie Reyes 

MANILA — Sen. Cynthia A. Villar has rallied behind this year’s World Wetlands Celebration’s 
call to take action for wetlands and appeal to invest financial, human, and political capital to 
save wetlands from disappearing and to restore those that have been degraded. 

“In all candidness, this is no mean feat for a state like the Philippines to follow. With our 
country’s archipelagic nature, we have an abundant number of wetlands that call for much-
needed attention,” said Villar, chairperson of the Senate Committee on Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

During the celebration in Las Pinas Parañaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) on Feb. 22, Villar also 
noted that the United Nations encourages the annual celebration to raise public consciousness 
on wetlands, which are critically important ecosystems contributing to biodiversity, climate 
mitigation and adaptation, freshwater availability and to economies. 

She thanked the LPPWP- Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) and its partners, the 
Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands (SCPW), the Asean Center for Biodiversity 
(ACB) and the Philippine Wild Bird Club of the Philippines, for their active participation in this 
event. 

 
Sen. Cynthia Villar joins the Photo Exhibit about the La Piñas Parañaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) on Tuesday 

February 22, 2022 at the LPPWP activity center, conducted by the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources -National Capital Region (DENR- NCR), Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands (SCPW) and 
ASEAN Center for Biodiversity in connection the World Wetlands Day celebration. The theme for the photo exhibit is 

“Value, Manage, Restore,Love:Wetland Actions for LPPWP.”  

 

 

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/02/22/villar-renews-pitch-for-wetlands-protection-conservation/
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According to the senator, the 2016 Atlas of Philippine Inland Wetlands and Classified Caves 
has put the number at 314 inland wetlands and 2,487 river systems. Out of these, 314 wetlands 
are 221 lakes, 12 marshes and swamps, 9 peatlands, 39 water storage, and 31 ponds. 

However, she lamented that some people, even those in our government, do not fully recognize 
and appreciate the significance of wetlands. 

“And what is even worse is that there are even people within the DENR who should know the 
significance of wetlands, yet have chosen to be ignorant of it,” stressed Villar. 

She specifically cited LPPWP which has always been endangered despite being established a 
critical habitat, declared a Wetland of International Importance and legislated a protected area 
under the Expanded NIPAS Act in 2018. 

She said LPPWP has been constantly exposed to the threat of being destroyed due to various 
reclamation projects in Parañaque and Cavite. 

She also took potshots at the DENR- Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) for issuing 
Environmental Clearance Certificates to these reclamation projects. 

Villar recalled late last year, 

a painful experience of being barred by EMB to join in a discussion with the technical experts 
in the Paranaque reclamation project. 

“I was simply told that I am not an allowed participant in the meeting. What was so annoying in 
the incident is that the EMB personnel presiding over the meeting was ignorant of the existence 
of the LPPWP- PAMB, the body I represent for the meeting, even when LPPWP PAMB was 
actually invited by EMB itself in that meeting,” related Villar. 

“I am ‘crushed’ that EMB has plainly adopted the position of the proponent on this ‘matter hook, 
line and sinker and no further discussion and independent studies were made,” she said. 

“This is just one of the sad realities we are confronted with in defending this piece of wetland 
and we have been through tougher times along the way,” added the senator who has been 
involved in the conservation of the wetland park for two decades now. 

“Apart from the destructive effect to the wetland park, one of the issues I wish to point out to 
EMB is that the 286-hectare Paranaque reclamation project will obstruct the free flow of water 
coming from Paranaque River, which is connected to the Las Pinas River in my hometown,” 
said Villar. 

She said this will trigger massive flooding in Las Pinas, Paranaque and nearby places in Cavite. 

“LPPWP is a showcase of biodiversity conservation in Metro Manila and we envision it to be 
the premier learning environment for urban wetlands in the Philippines as well. We are doing 
our best also to make it a model of sustainable eco-tourism at its best, while ensuring that its 
natural ecological attributes are not compromised.” (AI/MTVN) 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2022/02/22/villar-renews-pitch-for-wetlands-protection-

conservation/?fbclid=IwAR0xiiCzoht-

dceSKHAqUowNbzzT2SRBzHQHqFnQcNqas009DS4baIBEIQk  

 

https://maharlika.tv/2022/02/22/villar-renews-pitch-for-wetlands-protection-conservation/?fbclid=IwAR0xiiCzoht-dceSKHAqUowNbzzT2SRBzHQHqFnQcNqas009DS4baIBEIQk
https://maharlika.tv/2022/02/22/villar-renews-pitch-for-wetlands-protection-conservation/?fbclid=IwAR0xiiCzoht-dceSKHAqUowNbzzT2SRBzHQHqFnQcNqas009DS4baIBEIQk
https://maharlika.tv/2022/02/22/villar-renews-pitch-for-wetlands-protection-conservation/?fbclid=IwAR0xiiCzoht-dceSKHAqUowNbzzT2SRBzHQHqFnQcNqas009DS4baIBEIQk
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VILLAR MULING NANAWAGAN SA PROTECTION AT CONSERVATION NG 
WETLANDS 

9 hours ago jake 

 

SUPORTADO ni Sen. Cynthia A. Villar ang panawagan sa pagdiriwang sa taon ito ng World 
Wetlands Celebration na gumawa ng aksyon para sa wetlands at apela na mag-invest ng 
financial, human at political capital upang mapigil ang pagkawala ng wetlands at maibalik ang 
mga nasira. 

“In all candidness, this is no mean feat for a state like the Philippines to follow. With our 
country’s archipelagic nature, we have an abundant number of wetlands that call for much-
needed attention,” ayon kay Villar, chairperson ng Senate Committee on Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

Sa selebrasyon sa Las Piñas Parañaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) noong Feb. 22, iginiit ni Villar 
na taunang ipinagdiriwang ito ng United Nations para iangat ang public consciousness sa 
kahalagahan ng wetlands sa ecosystems dahil sa kontribusyon nito sa biodiversity, climate 
mitigation at adaptation, freshwater availability at sa ekonomiya. 

Pinasalamatan niya ang LPPWP- Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) at ang mga 
partner nito gaya ng Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands (SCPW), Asean 
Center for Biodiversity (ACB) at ang Philippine Wild Bird Club of the Philippines sa kanilang 
aktibong paglahok sa pagdiriwang na ito. 

Sinabi ng senador na base sa 2016 Atlas of Philippine Inland Wetlands and Classified Caves, 
meron tayong 314 inland wetlands at 2,487 river systems. Sa 314 wetlands, may 221 lakes, 12 
marshes at swamps, 9 peat lands, 39 water storage, at 31 ponds. 

Subalit dismayado si Villar na may mga tao kahit na yaong nasa gobyerno na hindi naiintindihan 
ang kahalagahan ng wetlands. 

“And what is even worse is that there are even people within the DENR who should know the 
significance of wetlands, yet have chosen to be ignorant of it,” giit ni Villar. 

Partikular na tinukoy niya ang LPPWP na palagiang nanganganib sa kabila ng pagiging critical 
habitat, Wetland of International Importance at legislated na protected area sa ilalim ng 
Expanded NIPAS Act in 2018. 

Ayon kay Villar, palaging may bantang masira ang LPPWP dahil sa mga reclamation project 
sa Parañaque at Cavite. 

Kinastigo rin niya ang DENR- Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) sa pagbibigay ng 

Environmental Clearance Certificates sa mga reclamation projects. 

 

https://saksingayon.com/news-break/villar-muling-nanawagan-sa-protection-at-conservation-ng-wetlands/
https://saksingayon.com/author/ronnjake/
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Kinastigo rin niya ang DENR- Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) sa pagbibigay ng 
Environmental Clearance Certificates sa mga reclamation projects. 

Ginunita ni Villar noong nakaraang taon ang masaklap niyang karanasan nang hindi payagang 
makasali sa talakayan ng technical experts sa Paranaque reclamation project. 

“I was simply told that I am not an allowed participant in the meeting. What was so annoying in 
the incident is that the EMB personnel presiding over the meeting was ignorant of the existence 
of the LPPWP- PAMB, the body I represent for the meeting, even when LPPWP PAMB was 
actually invited by EMB itself in that meeting,” pahayag ni Villar. 

“I am ‘crushed’ that EMB has plainly adopted the position of the proponent on this ‘matter hook, 
line and sinker’ and no further discussion and independent studies were made,” sabi pa niya. 

“This is just one of the sad realities we are confronted with in defending this piece of wetland 
and we have been through tougher times along the way,” dagdag pa ng senador na 
nangunguna sa pagtataguyod sa wetland park conservation sa loob ng dalawang dekada. 

“Apart from the destructive effect to the wetland park, one of the issues I wish to point out to 
EMB is that the 286-hectare Paranaque reclamation project will obstruct the free flow of water 
coming from Paranaque River, which is connected to the Las Pinas River in my hometown,” 
sabi pa ni Villar. 

Aniya, magdudulot ito ng matinding pagbaha sa Las Pinas, Paranaque at mga kalapit na lugar 
sa Cavite. 

“LPPWP is a showcase of biodiversity conservation in Metro Manila and we envision it to be 
the premiere learning environment for urban wetlands in the Philippines as well. We are doing 
our best also to make it a model of sustainable eco-tourism at its best, while ensuring that its 
natural ecological attributes are not compromised.” (ESTONG REYES) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://saksingayon.com/news-break/villar-muling-nanawagan-sa-protection-at-

conservation-ng-wetlands/?fbclid=IwAR2f7jnsUQ1yUIMHucy8VT-

SVfNsQP6WwCXPCCLIt55TJMSk3UNZE3MOfAo  
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https://saksingayon.com/news-break/villar-muling-nanawagan-sa-protection-at-conservation-ng-wetlands/?fbclid=IwAR2f7jnsUQ1yUIMHucy8VT-SVfNsQP6WwCXPCCLIt55TJMSk3UNZE3MOfAo
https://saksingayon.com/news-break/villar-muling-nanawagan-sa-protection-at-conservation-ng-wetlands/?fbclid=IwAR2f7jnsUQ1yUIMHucy8VT-SVfNsQP6WwCXPCCLIt55TJMSk3UNZE3MOfAo
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Media urged to help expand climate literacy 
among Filipinos 
 February 22, 2022, 1:07 pm 

 
DOF Secretary Carlos Dominguez III  

MANILA –  Department of Finance (DOF) Secretary Carlos Dominguez III has called on the 
media to help accelerate climate action in the country by spearheading the education and 
advocacy campaigns necessary to motivate Filipinos to be at the frontlines of the global fight 
against climate change.  
  
With the media playing an indispensable role in keeping people informed about relevant 
concerns and contextual issues that frame the daily grind of news, climate change should be 
among their top priorities given the urgency in addressing this worsening environmental crisis, 
he told members of the Tuesday Club during their media forum.  
  
“I know that environmental news can sometimes be boring. It can be too scientific, complicated, 
and full of gloom and doom. But you have an important mission to bring new perspectives to 
the climate change discourse and inspire communities to take action in mitigating this crisis. I 
am confident that you all have creative ways to center climate change and environmental issues 
as top priorities in business and politics,” Dominguez said. 
   
Joining the media forum were several members of the National Panel of Technical Experts 
(NPTE) of the Climate Change Commission (CCC). This new composition of the NPTE 
represents all corners of the country and has been selected to help engage and educate 
communities in adopting localized climate adaptation and mitigation programs. 
  
Dominguez said members of the Tuesday Club, which include editors, columnists, and public 
relations (PR) practitioners, can start by writing newsworthy and incisive articles that would 
encourage Filipinos to “spring into action” to help reverse the ill effects of the climate crisis.  
  
“The greatest defense to this fight against climate change is climate literacy. I urge you to 
accelerate climate action through advocacy and education,” he added.  
  
Underscoring the urgency of mitigating the effects of climate change in the country, Dominguez 
said the Philippines ranks 9th out of 181 nations in the world as the most affected country from 
extreme weather events in the 2020 World Risk Index, on top of being visited by an average of 
20 tropical cyclones yearly as it sits squarely at the Typhoon Belt. 
 
The Philippine archipelago is also sinking at a rate four times faster than the global rate, which 
is alarming, especially because most of the population is situated in coastal communities and 
low-lying areas, Dominguez said. 
  
He cited as an example the town of Masantol, Pampanga, which has been experiencing an uninterrupted cycle 
of flooding.  
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He cited as an example the town of Masantol, Pampanga, which has been experiencing an 
uninterrupted cycle of flooding.  
Dominguez also said that over the last decade, the Philippines incurred losses and damages 
estimated at PHP506 billion from climate-related hazards, which is a “staggering amount” 
equivalent to an annual average of about PHP50 billion.  
  
In 2021, damage to infrastructure and agriculture from Typhoon Odette alone ballooned to 
about PHP25 billion. 
  
“Clearly, climate change is a real threat and a daily reality for the Philippines. For us, turning 
back the effects of climate change is a matter of survival,” Dominguez said.  
  
As the President’s official representative to the Climate Change Commission (CCC), 
Dominguez said he is “very determined” to shift the country’s focus from “merely theorizing and 
talking about climate change, to implementing practical and doable projects on the ground to 
mitigate its destructive effects.” 
  
Dominguez said that even though the Philippines contributes only 0.3 percent to the global 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), it had boldly committed to reducing these by 75 percent in 
2030, which will be done through actionable projects –to demonstrate to the world how an 
emerging economy yet climate-vulnerable country can lead in the fight to save the planet. 
  
“In the last COP26 (26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties) meeting 
in Glasgow, the Philippine delegation sternly reminded the wealthier economies about their 
commitment to providing US$100 billion in climate financing. The response we received was 
disappointing. The Western countries that agreed to raise the funds seem to require three more 
years to work out the details and parameters of the concept,” Dominguez said.  
  
Ironically, these industrialized economies were the countries that polluted and continue to 
pollute the planet, emitting the world’s greatest volume of GHG emissions, he added.  
  
Dominguez said the Philippines is determined to move ahead with fulfilling its climate ambitions, 
“on its own, if necessary,” although he pointed out that as an emerging economy, the country 
cannot fully achieve its carbon-reduction commitments without financial support from wealthier 
countries.  
  
To proceed with its climate ambition and pave the way for the green bonds’ issuance, the 
government inaugurated its Sustainable Finance Framework last year, he said. 
  
Dominguez said the government is also working with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and 
some private sector partners in developing the innovative Energy Transition Mechanism (ETM) 
project to help the Philippines accelerate the retirement of coal plants in the country by at least 
10 to 15 years on average and boost the growth of renewable energy (RE) using an equitable, 
scalable, and market-based approach. 
  
He said the participation of the Philippines’ multilateral and bilateral partners in 
implementing clean energy projects has encouraged the private sector to likewise invest in 
these initiatives. (PR) 

 

Source: 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168277?fbclid=IwAR2TiJbY_u10qK8W3EVYtUCubOCoqjt

MBG-C06E8QHuJ75hBIFITkRCCug8  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168277?fbclid=IwAR2TiJbY_u10qK8W3EVYtUCubOCoqjtMBG-C06E8QHuJ75hBIFITkRCCug8
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168277?fbclid=IwAR2TiJbY_u10qK8W3EVYtUCubOCoqjtMBG-C06E8QHuJ75hBIFITkRCCug8
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‘Climate justice’ remains elusive 
COMMONSENSE - Marichu A. Villanueva - The Philippine Star February 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

After leading the Philippine delegation that participated in the 26th United Nations Climate 

Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) meeting held in Glasgow, Scotland in Oct. to Nov. 

last year, Finance Secretary Carlos “Sonny” Dominguez III finally has come to terms that our 

country will not get any time sooner the “climate justice” from the biggest carbon-emitting 

countries in the world. 

As the head of the Philippine delegation, Dominguez sternly reminded the wealthier economies 

about their commitment to provide $100 billion in climate financing. Obviously, it fell anew to 

deaf ears. 

From the start, President Rodrigo Duterte has expressed his own misgivings about the 

participation of the Philippines in COP events, especially those that required our government 

officials to frequently travel abroad. In fact, he had fired one high-ranking official of his 

administration due to frequent travels abroad to supposedly attend climate change-related 

conferences. 

“What is this conference of climate change for? There is nobody, no entity to enforce the laws 

governing climate,” President Duterte said in impromptu remarks of his speech at the Nikkei 

25th International Conference on the Future of Asia in Japan on May 31, 2019. Dominguez can 

only now validate the President’s own views. 

Speaking in our Tuesday Club virtual breakfast forum yesterday, the Finance Secretary frankly 

admitted his frustration after attending the COP26 meet in Glasgow. 

“The response we received was disappointing. The Western countries that agreed to raise the 

funds seem to require three more years to work out the details and parameters of the concept,” 

Dominguez rued. 

Ironically, he lamented, these are the same industrialized economies identified as the world’s 

biggest polluters and continue to pollute the planet, emitting the world’s greatest volume of toxic 

carbon emissions. 

Undeterred, however, Dominguez asserted the Philippines is determined to move ahead with 

fulfilling its climate ambitions “on its own, if necessary.”  This is even as he conceded the 

Philippines, as an emerging economy, can not fully achieve its carbon-reduction commitments 

without financial support from wealthier countries. 

“Clearly, climate change is a real threat and a daily reality for the Philippines,” Dominguez 

warned. 

“For us, turning back the effects of climate change is a matter of survival,” the Finance Secretary 

cited. 

As the designated representative of President Duterte to the Climate Change Commission 

(CCC), Dominguez vows his determination to shift the country’s focus to less talk, more actions 

on the ground. “I am very determined to shift our focus from merely theorizing and talking about 

climate change, to implementing practical and doable projects on the ground to mitigate its 

destructive effects. 

But how could the Finance Secretary exercise this determination in the last five months of the 

outgoing administration? In a sort of show of force, Dominguez brought along with him 

several members of the National Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE) of the CCC in our Tuesday 

Club zoom meeting yesterday. 

 

 

✓ 

https://www.philstar.com/columns/136417
https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804833/marichu-a-villanueva
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Dominguez invited several of them led by his co-chairperson at the NPTE, Dr. Susan Mercado, 

wife of former Sen. Orlando Mercado, who brings with her at the NPTE more than 25 years of 

experience at international, national and local settings. Mercado served with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) for 15 years. She returned to the DOH as undersecretary from 1998 to 

2001. 

Mercado was named as Special Envoy for Global Health Initiatives of President Duterte in May, 

2018. She is currently Director of Food Systems and Resiliency at the Hawaii Public Health 

Institute where she is based with her family. Uninterrupted by any unstable internet because of 

better connectivity in Hawaii, Mercado noted with concern that even the prevailing coronavirus 

disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has an impact on climate change adaptation measures. 

She particularly referred to the emerging problem of proper disposal of facemasks, volumes of 

which have been thrown carelessly and ended up in seas and oceans. 

The NPTE was created under Republic Act (RA) 9729, otherwise known as the Climate Change 

Act of 2009. It was a landmark law signed by former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. It was 

strongly pushed in Congress and principally authored by climate change advocate Sen.Loren 

Legarda. But it was only in 2015 when the NPTE was constituted during the administration of 

the late president Benigno Simeon Aquino III. 

It was reconstituted by President Duterte in 2017 and made the NPTE composition more 

inclusive and added experts from Visayas and Mindanao. This NPTE is mandated, among 

others, to help engage and educate communities in adopting localized climate adaptation and 

mitigation programs. 

The Finance Secretary feels proud and honored in having secured the services of these 

experts. According to him, all of them went through the national vetting process and come from 

across the country. All have post-graduate specialization with their names preceded by “Dr.” 

(as in “doctorate” degree). Only two of them are actually medical doctors, namely, doctors 

Mercado who is a public health and food security expert, and Ramon Lorenzo Luis Guinto, an 

expert in climate change and public health. 

The term of the new panel ends in 2023. But they may be reappointed when the new 

administration takes over after President Duterte steps down on June 30 this year. The NPTE 

is currently composed of 14 men and women whose names are associated with the stature of 

their respective fields of expertise encompassing the challenges of climate change upon our 

country. 

Even though the Philippines contributes only 0.3% to the global greenhouse gas emissions 

(GHG), Dominguez reiterated the country’s bold commitment to reduce these by 75% by the 

year 2030. But it’s already far beyond in the horizon. While climate justice remains elusive to a 

climate change vulnerable country, Dominguez declared, the Philippines can lead in the fight 

to save the planet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/02/23/2162686/climate-justice-remains-elusive  
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13 Minahang Bayan sites approved in 

Cordillera 
By Dexter A. See February 23, 2022 

BAGUIO CITY: Thirteen Minahang Bayan (MB) sites in Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) 
had been given the green light to operate by their respective Provincial Mining Regulatory 
Boards (PMRB) in a bid to legitimize the operation of small-scale mining (SSM) that was 
temporarily banned by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) two 
years ago. 

Engineer Fay Apil, regional director of the Cordillera office of the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB-CAR), said that there are four MB sites each in Apayao and Benguet and one 
MB site each in Abra, Mountain Province and Kalinga. 

Apil said the number of the approved MB sites could increase in the coming months as there 
are two areas in Apayao that had been cleared by the office of Environment Secretary Roy 
Cimatu and awaiting declaration as MB areas by the PMRB. 

According to the MGB-CAR, only the MB site in Itogon is currently operational as most of the 
approved Minahang Bayan sites are still undergoing the rigid process of securing the free and 
prior informed consent from the indigenous cultural communities and Indigenous Peoples, who 
will be affected by the mining operations, and the completion of the documentary requirements 
such as the environmental compliance certificate and SSM contract, among others. 

According to Apil, there are more than 70 applications filed by different pocket mining (PM) 
companies for the declaration and approval of potential MB sites covering certain areas in the 
different provinces in the region. 

Earlier, SSM associations that applied for the declaration and approval of MB sites in the 
different parts of the region called on the DENR to reduce the processes in the approval of MB 
sites to allow the said industry to recover from the negative impact of the temporary stoppage 
order that has not been lifted despite repeated appeals from local governments and PM groups. 

Apil expressed hope that the SSM associations with approved MB sites will be able to process 
the documentary requirements supporting their SSM contracts to start their operations that will 
contribute in the eventual revival of the PM industry. 

She called on SSM associations with approved applications for MB sites to fast-track the 
processing of the prescribed documents for them to start operating and earn from their PM 
activities as the same will contribute in providing them with sustainable sources of income aside 
from helping the government generate resources that will be used to enhance the delivery of 
basic services and implement development projects within their localities. 

Apil stipulated that there are still many SSM groups that are interested to apply for the 
declaration of MB sites, but their proposed sites are located within forest reservations, 
watersheds, timberlands and patented mining claims. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/23/news/regions/13-minahang-bayan-sites-

approved-in-cordillera/1833906  
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https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/23/news/regions/13-minahang-bayan-sites-approved-in-cordillera/1833906
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Be ‘proactive’ vs threats to park rangers – 
Masungi to DENR 
By: Dempsey Reyes - Reporter / @dempseyreyesINQ 

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:25 AM February 23, 2022 

 
FOREST OF FEAR? A team of scientists, conservationists, forest rangers, and volunteers sets out on a biodiversity research 

expedition in Masungi Georeserve in Rizal province, in this photo taken on Jan. 25. The project is carried out amid the 

increasing dangers faced by the rangers from groups linked to illegal construction projects in the area. (Photo by NIÑO JESUS 

ORBETA / Philippine Daily Inquirer) 

MANILA, Philippines — The Masungi Georeserve Foundation is calling on the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to make a clear stand and condemn the violent 
attacks against park rangers and threats against other members of the community allegedly 
committed by resort owners in the reforestation area. 
 
“Our lives are in danger,” Ann Dumaliang, trustee and project manager of the foundation, told 
the Inquirer on Tuesday, lamenting the lack of “proactive action” from the DENR. 
 
Dumaliang said the DENR had been taking a “neutral” stand on the illegal occupation of a forest 
reservation, telling the foundation that they would not intervene in what the department had 
referred to as a “land dispute.” 
 
The foundation signed a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with the DENR in 2017 under the 
late Environment Secretary Gina Lopez. 
 
The MOA was intended to continue efforts to protect and conserve the 2,700-hectare land 
around Masungi Georeserve, which is largely in Baras, Rizal, but includes some parts of the 
Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape, Dumaliang said. 
 
7 assaulted by 30 

According to Dumaliang, the DENR has the “contractual obligation” to evict the “illegal resorts, 
quarry companies and other illegal occupants” within the conservation project area. 
 
She said seven Masungi park rangers, who were eating in a canteen, were assaulted on Friday 
last week by around 30 people believed to be working for owners of allegedly illegal resorts in 
the area. Two rangers had to be hospitalized. 
 
“This would not have happened if the DENR had just removed them [illegal occupants] from 
here. This somehow drove these people to become violent rioters,” Dumaliang said. “[The 
DENR] is very concerned in keeping a neutral position and weighing things on this issue.” 
 
The DENR did not immediately respond to the Inquirer’s request for comment. 

 

 

Read more: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/?p=1558454#ixzz7LfpiubGo 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 
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Dumaliang also said resort owners were flaunting what they claimed was an endorsement from 
the DENR that somehow solidified the owners’ occupancy of parts of the protected area, 
despite the department’s own cease-and-desist orders against their “continued harmful 
operation.” 
 
Request to PNP chief 
“Emboldened by the questionable endorsements and advised that only Masungi [Foundation] 
stands in the way of their businesses, the resort owners embarked on a comprehensive 
disinformation, hate and violent campaign including the Friday assault to stop the conservation 
project of Masungi and DENR in the area,” Dumaliang added. 
 
The foundation wrote Philippine National Police chief Dionardo Carlos on Tuesday to follow up 
on its Feb. 7 request for the designation of an on-site police partner in the Masungi Geopark 
Project, she said. 
 
“Anarchy and lawlessness rule the day,” Ben Dumaliang, her father and president of the 
Masungi Georeserve Foundation, said in a letter to Carlos obtained by the Inquirer. “There is a 
convenient—but mistaken—police excuse not to intervene claiming it is a land dispute issue.” 
“Neither is Masungi [Foundation] engaged in land grabbing or in business as the illegal quarries 
and resorts falsely portray,” he wrote. 
 
Dumaliang also said that her community had been receiving threats allegedly from owners of 
resorts and illegal structures in the area. 
 
Early last year, a cardboard box containing bullets was left outside the foundation’s office, a 
form of grave threat. Months later, two park rangers were wounded after they were shot at by 
men suspected to be working for the resorts. 
 
“Violence is never okay here,” she said. “We need to hold these people accountable already.” 
The foundation has reported the threats to the Baras police, but they were told to instead file 
complaints with the barangay and the prosecutor’s office against the people whom they believe 
were responsible for the threats and intimidation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1558454/be-proactive-vs-threats-to-park-rangers-

masungi-to-denr  

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1558454/be-proactive-vs-threats-to-park-rangers-masungi-to-denr
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1558454/be-proactive-vs-threats-to-park-rangers-masungi-to-denr


February 23, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

2 Masungi forest rangers hurt during attack by 
alleged locals 
Published February 22, 2022 8:43pm 

Two forest rangers of the Masungi Georeserve were hurt after alleged residents of Sitio San 
Roque in Baras, Rizal attacked them. 

According to Maki Pulido's report on "24 Oras" on Tuesday, the mob ganged up and attacked 
seven forest rangers, accusing them of carrying firearms. 

Two rangers were injured and taken to hospital. 

"Lumalapit po sila, dumadami, nagsisigawan, nagkasuntukan na po. Sila po nauna. 
Nagkahiwalay po kami kasi nagkatulakan na po," one of the rangers said. 

(They came up to us, a lot of them, yelling. Punches were thrown. They started it. We got 
separated because there was a lot of shoving.) 

Masungi, meanwhile, condemned the attack on their park rangers. 

"Masyado na pong sunod-sunod. Hindi lang po 'to environmental crime lang.' We're talking 
about violence to people, safety issues," Masungi Georeserve board of trustee member Ann 
Dumaliang said. 

(It's been one after the other. It isn't just about environmental crime. We're talking about 
violence to people, safety issues.) 

Baras, Rizal Police said they are investigating the matter. 

"They were outnumbered 'yong pulis na nagresponde sa atin is tatlo po at ang naggulo sa 
kanila is more or less 50 to 60 persons," Police Captain Raymund Osea said. 

Ortega added that they would investigate the matter further, build a case, and file charges 
against those behind the attack. — DVM, GMA News/Ma. Angelica Garcia 
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Masungi: Maulers are illegal resort owners, not 

farmers 
By Stanley Buenafe Gajete, CNN Philippines 

Published Feb 21, 2022 2:36:10 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, February 21) — Masungi Georeserve has denied the claim 
of those allegedly involved in a mobbing incident last week which wounded forest rangers that 
they are farmers, saying they are actually workers of illegal resorts and land-grabbers in the 
area. 

“They are pretending to be farmers despite clearly operating resorts on the ground,” Ann 
Dumaliang, Trustee of Masungi Georeserve Foundation, told CNN Philippines on Sunday. 

Masungi Georeserve is a conservation project located in Baras, Rizal that aims to protect the 
biodiversity in the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape. 

“These land-grabbers and illegal resorts owners are spreading disinformation and agitating the 
people against us to protect their own interest. That we are removing small farmers and 
households from the protected area is a complete lie,” Dumaliang added. 

She noted that “resort owners arrived in the areas and are claiming only recently.” 

Dumaliang explained that there are three “illegal” resorts in the area, with Olitoquit operating 
since 2017, and Lihim na Batis and Erin’s Place Resort operating since 2018. 

She also said they believe that true forest-dependent communities—the landless, and those 
who have genuine tenure—must be empowered and protected. 

“But big time and capable businesses, as well as landgrabbers, have no right to appropriate 
benefits reserved for forest-dependent communities, the landless, and those who have genuine 
tenure, ” she added. 

On Friday, at least six unarmed Masungi forest rangers were attacked by about 30 individuals, 
with two rangers ending up hospitalized. 

Dumaliang said the police responded to the incident but there were too many perpetrators to 
initiate arrests. 

She also dismissed statements made by the alleged landgrabbers that the protected area 
where locals reside, and where “illegal” businesses operate, are alienated and disposable land 
based on Presidential Decree 324. 

PD 324, which was issued in 1973, was lifted in 1977 reverting the area back to protected land 
and wildlife reserve status, Dumaliang said. explained. 

 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=Stanley%20Buenafe%20Gajete,%20CNN%20Philippines
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/2/19/Masungi-rangers-mobbed.html
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PD 324, which was issued in 1973, was lifted in 1977 reverting the area back to protected land 
and wildlife reserve status, Dumaliang said. explained. 

“We respect genuine free patents given during this period and rightful beneficiary would have 
documents to show. However, these resorts only entered in recent time. Sale of these lands 
without documents to show more than three decades after PD 324 was lifted is ridiculous,” 
Dumaliang discussed. 

She also explained illegal operations and business activities inside the protected area are 
prohibited as these could harm the biodiversity and destroy the environment. 

The Environment Department issued a Cease-and-Desist Order last July 2021 to illegal 
infrastructures in the area, disallowing businesses to operate, including Erin's Place Resort. 
However, the resort reportedly remains open to visitors and tourists. 

The Environment Department said any construction or infrastructure within the protected area 
without permission is prohibited based on Section 20 of R.A 7586 or National Integrated 
Protected Areas System Act and R.A 11038 or Expanded NIPAS Act. Violators will be charged 
with up to five million pesos and subject for imprisonment of up to 12 years. 

Based on Global Witness Report in 2019, the Philippines is the second most dangerous place 
for environmental defenders. 

CNN Philippines has reached out to the local police and the resorts mentioned for comment 
but they have yet to respond. 
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Environmental groups hold tree planting 
By Frederick M. Nasiad February 23, 2022 

ENVIRONMENTAL advocate groups will hold a "Bundok Mo, Tamnan Ko" tree planting and 
reforestation activity in the province of Cagayan on Saturday, February 26. 

More than 150 volunteers and 200 motorcycle enthusiasts are expected to participate in the 
one-day tree planting project at Barangay Viga in the town of Lasam. 

The environmental restoration effort is also supported by various advocacy groups, farmer 
leaders of the Zinundungan Valley Agriculture Cooperative, the Kaakibat Civic Communicators 
Group, the Kaunlaran team of Dr. Zarah Lara, the local police force and Lasam Mayor Dante 
Dexter Agatep, among others. 

A demonstration sponsored by engineer Sonny Mateo and Charles Iglesias on the basics of 
handmade paper making from farm wastes will also be conducted while the charity riders club 
members will also conduct a motorcade/caravan to inform the people of Lasam the importance 
of taking care of the environment and how to mitigate the adverse effect of climate change that 
is already felt worldwide. 

The Bundok Mo, Tamnan Ko project organizers are calling on climate advocates to join the 
"Ride for a Cause cum Tree Planting" to inspire and help empower the general public to become 
key players in community-based climate action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/02/23/news/regions/environmental-groups-hold-

tree-planting/1833902  
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Angat Dam water level continues to fall 
Published February 22, 2022 8:42pm 

The water level in Angat Dam continued to drop despite rains in recent days, according to Dano 

Tingcungco’s “24 Oras” report on Tuesday. 

Based on weather bureau PAGASA’s latest data, the water level in Angat Dam is currently at 

195.36 meters as of February 22. This is far from the normal level of 212 meters. 

PAGASA said there has been reported rains in the watershed of Angat Dam in the past five 

days. However, it was not enough to raise the water level in the dam. 

“Although mayroon po tayong ... weather systems like we have the Northeast Monsoon, we 

have the shear line pero ang talaga pong makakapagbigay ng significant na pagulan within the 

watershed ay ang bagyo,” Rosalie Pagulayan, weather specialist of PAGASA, said. 

(Although we have presence of weather systems like the Northeast Monsoon and shear line, 

what can really provide significant rainfall within the watershed is a typhoon.) 

In the coming months of April and May, there is only one typhoon expected to enter the country. 

The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) has earlier said that the water level in Angat 

Dam may possibly hit the minimum operating level of 180 meters in April. 

Meanwhile, Maynilad said the demand for water from their customers usually increases up to 

20 million liters a day during the summer season, noting the difference in water consumption 

before COVID-19 pandemic. 

“More supply is needed now in areas where there were less demand before so kailangan siya 

ng management (the management needs it),” Jen Rufo, head corporate communications of 

Maynilad, said. 

According to Maynilad, it planned to install four modular treatment plants that can generate an 

additional 33.6 million liters of water supply a day. 

Maynilad said the NWRB also approved its request to create an additional 11 deep wells. 

If there will be a shortage of water supply, the water pressure will be lowered or there will be a 

possible water interruption. 

“Babawasan lang natin nang kaunti yung network pressure, not to affect the service of our 

customers, but just to manage it enough para hindi ang mabawasan yung sayang, you know 

matipid natin yung supply for as long as we can until such time na ma-replenish yung ating 

main na pinagkukuhanan ng tubig,” Rufo said. 

(We will only reduce the network pressure a little, not to affect the service of our customers, but 

just to manage it enough so as not to reduce the supply. We will save the supply for as long as 

we can, until such time we can replenish our main source of water.)—Richa Noriega/LDF, 

GMA News 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/822730/angat-dam-water-level-

continues-to-
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EDITORIAL - Water conservation 
The Philippine Star February 23, 2022 | 12:00am 

 

In several areas in Metro Manila, water supply has been on rotation for several weeks now 

because additional work is needed for the turbid water sourced from Laguna de Bay. Over in 

Angat Dam, the main source of water for Metro Manila, administrators are warning that the 

water is approaching the critical level. 

While the La Niña phenomenon is expected to persist until May, bringing more rainfall than 

usual in the country, water resource authorities are advising the public to start conserving water. 

This is important particularly in households with limited facilities for water storage. 

Conserving water, however, is easier said than done in the time of COVID-19, when hand 

hygiene is a key defense against the coronavirus. Those who can’t afford regular hand 

disinfection with 70 percent alcohol settle for soap and water or simply water. 

Beyond water conservation, there should be greater effort to promote water recycling and other 

smart methods of water utilization. High-rise buildings and new property developments can 

incorporate water recycling systems into their designs. Worldwide, clean water is increasingly 

becoming insufficient for booming populations. Some experts have warned that the next major 

wars will be fought over clean water. 

In the Philippines, the periodic turbidity of water sourced from Laguna de Bay is due to heavy 

siltation caused by fish pens whose numbers continue to grow. The two water concessionaires 

of Metro Manila have noted that this is happening amid greater demand for water due to the 

COVID pandemic as well as population growth. 

New water sources must also be developed. The National Capital Region has long needed new 

sources of water to meet the continually growing demand, but the government has been slow 

in responding to the need. New water treatment plants are being built and deep wells being 

constructed while the NCR waits for the new sources to come on stream. 

Beyond conserving water for the approaching dry season, ensuring a reliable supply of clean, 

safe water needs several long-term measures and sustainable best practices in water 

management. 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/02/23/2162692/editorial-water-conservation  
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 75% of people want single-use plastics 
banned, global survey finds 
By John Geddie via Reuters - February 22, 2022 - 6:07 PM 

 
A woman picks up plastic cups along the riverbank of Pasig river, in Manila, Philippines, June 10, 2021. 

(Reuters/Lisa Marie David) 
LONDON — Three in four people worldwide want single-use plastics to be banned as soon as 
possible, according to a poll released on Tuesday, as United Nations members prepare to begin 
talks on a global treaty to rein in soaring plastic pollution. 
 
The percentage of people calling for bans is up from 71% since 2019, while those who said 
they favored products with less plastic packaging rose to 82% from 75%, according to the 
IPSOS poll of more than 20,000 people across 28 countries. 
 
Activists say the results send a clear message to governments meeting in Nairobi this month 
to press ahead with an ambitious treaty to tackle plastic waste, a deal being touted as the most 
important environmental pact since the Paris Agreement on climate change in 2015. 
 
“People worldwide have made their views clear,” said Marco Lambertini, WWF International’s 
director general. “The onus and opportunity is now on governments to adopt a global plastics 
treaty … so we can eliminate plastic pollution.” 
 
Nearly 90% of those surveyed said they supported a treaty, but it remains to be seen whether 
any such deal will focus on waste collection and recycling or take more radical measures such 
as curbing production and use of throwaway plastics. Read full story 
 
Reuters revealed last week that big oil and chemical industry groups were devising strategies 
to persuade conference participants to reject any deal that would limit production of plastic, 
which is made from oil and gas and a key source of their revenues. 
 
If the United Nations cannot agree on a deal to put the brakes on plastic pollution, there will be 
widespread ecological damage over the coming decades, putting some marine species at risk 
of extinction and destroying sensitive ecosystems such as coral reefs and mangroves, 
according to a WWF study released this month. 
 
It is likely to take at least two years to finalize any treaty. But whatever is agreed at the Nairobi 
conference from Feb. 28 to March 2 will determine key elements of any deal. 
 
The biggest support for single-use plastic bans in the poll came from the likes of Colombia, 
Mexico and India, developing countries at the sharp end of a waste crisis. 
 

 

https://interaksyon.philstar.com/politics-issues/2022/02/22/211279/75-of-people-want-single-use-plastics-banned-global-survey-finds/
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The biggest support for single-use plastic bans in the poll came from the likes of Colombia, 
Mexico and India, developing countries at the sharp end of a waste crisis. 
 
The IPSOS poll also showed that 85% of respondents globally want manufacturers and retailers 
to be held responsible for reducing, reusing and recycling plastic packaging, up from 80% 
previously. 

—Reporting by John Geddie in LondonEditing by Mark Potter 
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Deforestation threat to Amazon indigenous 

areas if protected status changed - report 

By Georgina Rannard 

BBC News Published 11 hours ago 

 
RICARDO TELES/ AGÊNCIA VALE 

Image caption, Brazilian company Vale operates huge mines in the Amazon 

 

Areas of Amazon rainforest with a combined area the size of England could be 
threatened by new mining and deforestation, a new report claims. 
 
It is currently illegal to mine in these protected indigenous territories of the Amazon. 
 
But Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro wants to change this to allow more exploitation for 
economic development. 
 
US and UK companies are among those who had applied to open new mines, the report says. 
But Anglo American and Vale both say they have withdrawn their applications. 
Protecting the Amazon is crucial in the fight to curb climate change be 
 
Thousands of indigenous people who live in these areas are also threatened by new 
developments. 
 
"We are looking at deforestation in some of the most pristine areas of the Amazon. It will be a 
tragedy if mining on indigenous lands goes ahead," researcher Rosana Miranda, who wrote 
the report for NGO Amazon Watch, told BBC News. 
 
"Are we willing to give up incredibly rich biodiversity and cultural diversity just to extract more 
gold and copper for international shareholders?" she added. 
 
Amazon Watch and the Association of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil are identifying in real-time 
live applications to Brazil's National Mining Agency to begin mining projects in protected areas. 
The latest figure is 2,622 applications. 
 
Brazilian company Vale has filed the largest number with 75 applications, while UK multi-
national Anglo-American has 65. 
 
Both companies had previously promised to withdraw some applications for mining in 
these areas after pressure from campaigners. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/business/sustainable-business/miner-vale-drops-prospects-rights-indigenous-lands-brazil-2021-09-22/
https://apiboficial.org/2021/07/13/victory-anglo-american-agrees-to-withdraw-27-copper-mining-applications-in-territories-following-sustained-pressure-by-indigenous-movement/?lang=en
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AMAZON WATCH 

Image caption, Amazon Watch mapped the mining applications in protected and indigenous areas of the 

Amazon 

 

In total, 570 companies have filed for permission to begin work in areas affecting 260 
indigenous lands, covering 101,000 square kilometres (10.1 million ha). Almost half are for gold 
mining. 
 
Anglo American told BBC News that it made applications to mine on indigenous lands but 
withdrew them "several years ago". It added: "Several of these applications have not yet been 
removed from the database of the National Mining Agency (ANM). Anglo American is working 
with Brazilian government representatives to ensure that on-line tenement databases actually 
reflect those that have been formally approved." 
 
Vale commented: "Last year, the company announced the relinquishment of all its mining rights 
in Indigenous Land in Brazil (which includes applications for exploration permits and mining 
concessions)." 
 
Mines run by global corporations in the Amazon have been associated with toxic spills, river 
pollution as well as the destruction of indigenous communities. 
 
Alessandra Munduruku from the indigenous group Munduruku is an activist defending 
indigenous lands. "What is at stake in this mining project is death: death of the rivers, death of 
the forest, death of the people, death of culture, death of language," she told BBC News. 

 
ALESSANDRA MUNDURUKU 

Image caption, Alessandra says mining has caused disease and destruction in her community for decades 

 

The report also claims that huge amounts of international finance is supporting mining 
companies, suggesting that shareholders around the world are involved in deforestation of the 
Amazon. 
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Amazon Watch found that the global financial organisations Capital Group and BlackRock hold 
stakes worth $13.2bn in companies attempting to mine indigenous lands. 
 
In total, eight large mining companies received $54.1bn in financing from banks or asset 
managers globally in 2016-21, the report claims. 
 
Capital Group told BBC News it does not comment on its holdings. BlackRock did not respond 
to the allegations but highlighted their guidance, which says "BlackRock Investment 
Stewardship believes it is important for companies to obtain the free, prior, and informed 
consent of indigenous peoples for initiatives that affect their rights." 
 
The applications are currently lodged with Brazil's mining agency. It remains illegal to develop 
these pristine and extremely biodiverse areas of the Amazon. 

 

But President Bolsonaro says it is necessary to open up the rainforest to new exploitation and 
lift communities out of poverty. 
 
He has proposed a bill to Congress that would make it possible to exploit these protected 
regions. Companies who have filed for the right to mine would be first in line, says Amazon 
Watch. 
 
Campaigners say more development of the Amazon would be a disaster for the climate, and 
for the people living there. 
 
At the COP26 climate change summit in Glasgow last year, 141 countries including Brazil 
signed a declaration to stop and reverse deforestation by 2030 and protect indigenous 
lands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-60466237  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59088498
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-60466237
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DOH says COVID-19 cases in Philippines 
plateauing 
Gaea Katreena Cabico - Philstar.com February 22, 2022 | 4:53pm 

 
Residents wait for a commuter train to pass before crossing the railway tracks at a station in Manila on Feb. 16, 

2022. 
AFP / Ted Aljibe 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health said the country is seeing a plateauing in 

the number of cases, with most regions in the country classified under low risk. 

DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said all regions have negative growth rates and 

are deemed low risk for COVID-19 spread, except for the Cordillera Administrative Region and 

Davao region. 

The country’s healthcare utilization rate is at low risk. Meanwhile, Davao region’s intensive care 

unit utilization rate is at moderate risk. 

“All island groups are showing a gradual decline in cases. All regions are reporting fewer than 

1,000 cases daily for this week,” Vergeire said in Filipino. 

The DOH on Tuesday reported 1,019 new coronavirus infections, pushing the total caseload to 

3,654,284. Of the total, 1.6% or 56,668 are active cases. 

Since the start of the pandemic, 55,776 have died from COVID-19 in the country. 

Vergeire also said that only 12 to 15% of hospital admissions in the Philippines have severe 

and critical illness. 

“This shows that vaccines are effective against severe and critical illness caused by COVID-

19,” she said. 

Latest government data showed that over 62.5 million people have completed vaccination 

against COVID-19. Officials are aiming to fully vaccinate 90 million individuals by end-June. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/22/2162610/doh-says-covid-19-cases-

philippines-plateauing  

✓ 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805246/gaea-katreena-cabico
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/22/2162610/doh-says-covid-19-cases-philippines-plateauing
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/22/2162610/doh-says-covid-19-cases-philippines-plateauing
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