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DENR Welcomes New CCC Vice-Chair
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Officials of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) led by Acting
Secretary Jim O. Sampulna (2nd from left) welcome Secretary Robert Borje (3rd from left),
newly appointed vice-chairperson and executive director of the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) during the latter’s courtesy call to the Environment chief on April 18 at the DENR Central
Office. Sampulna said the Department will support CCC’s future endeavors to achieve a
climate-resilient environment. Also in photo are DENR Undersecretary for Finance, Information
Systems and Climate Change Atty. Analiza Rebuelta-Teh and DENR Climate Change Service
Director Elenida D. Basug (right and left, respectively).

Source; https://journal.com.ph/denr-welcomes-new-ccc-vice-chair/
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DENR Celebrates Newly-Minted Lawyers

Eriday. April 22, 2022 Journal Online

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) acting secretary Jim O.
Sampulna (left, foreground) celebrates the success of 17 newly-minted lawyers from the DENR
Central Office by giving each a DENR official jacket. Sampulna individually congratulated the
2020/2021 Bar examination passers after they were presented by the Legal Affairs Service
(LAS) Director Atty. Norlito Eneran (2nd from left) and Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs Atty.
Michelle Angelica Go (background, in green) during the flag raising ceremony on April 18. They
are part of the 8,241 passers or 72.28% of the 11,402 examinees in the biggest and first-ever
digital Bar examination in Philippine history. Photo shows Sampulna handing a jacket to
Charmel Toni Acuavera (right) of the LAS.

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-celebrates-newly-minted-lawyers/
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4 eco warriors feted posthumously

Venguilla was cornered when four men armed with bolos and a homemade
shotgun waylaid his team. He was hacked to death by the men.

Neil Alcober

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) honored posthumously four
environmental heroes over the weekend in ceremonies held at its central office in Quezon City.

The awardees were forest rangers Ronaldo Corpuz and Bienvenido Veguilla Jr., DENR
informant Gaudencio Arafia, and community environment and natural resources officer
(CENRO) Miliarete “Milet” Buisan-Panaligan.

A brainchild of former DENR Secretary Ramon Paje under the Environmental Heroes
Foundation Inc., honoring exemplary contributions by people on ecological protection is now
on its third year.

Corpuz was recognized for his action in October 2019 when as a forest ranger in Mufioz, Nueva
Ecija, he, along with other law enforcement personnel, conducted anti-timber poaching
surveillance in Barangay Portal in Rizal province.

Several pieces of illegal lumber were seized from that operation of Bantay Gubat. An
unidentified gunman later fatally shot Corpuz in front of his house.

Arafa, an informant of CENRO Mufioz, was responsible in giving information on illegal logging
activities within the municipalities of Pantangan and Rizal, Nueva Ecija.

His tips led to the apprehension of several illegally sourced wood products which earned the
ire of unscrupulous individuals.

Arafia was gunned down by two unidentified male suspects on 11 September 2019 along the
provincial road in Barangay Poblacion Norte, Rizal, in this province.

Meanwhile, on 4 September 2019, a group of forest rangers led by Venguilla conducted
inspections of natural greening program plantation sites in Barangay New Ibahay, El Nido,
Palawan.

On their way out of the forest, they chanced upon men cutting trees with a chain saw. The men
scampered away and the team of Venguilla seized the chainsaw.

Venguilla was cornered when four men armed with bolos and a homemade shotgun waylaid
his team. He was hacked to death by the men.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/neil-alcober/
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Panaligan stood out as among courageous CENRO officers as she had openly declared her
willingness to die for the service. She was the No. 2 CENRO in terms of apprehensions on on
illegal logging cases.

She died of complication due to a lingering disease in August 2018.

Former Chief Justice Reynato Puno, the chair of the Environmental Heroes Foundation Inc.,
thanked the honorees for their sacrifices and for giving their lives to protect the environment
and natural resources.

“The ultimate sacrifices you have made are beyond mathematical calculations — beyond any
algebraic formula, money-wise. Rest assured, however, that the environmental foundation will
tell and retell your heroic efforts for the narratives that will provide enduring values for the
foundation of a future that will lasts,” he said.

Each of the respective families of the environmental heroes received a trophy and cash
assistance of P300,000.

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/23/4-eco-warriors-feted-posthumously/
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COVER STORY
Meet our 2022 environment heroes

By Carolyn Bonquin, CNN Philippines
Published Apr 22, 2022 6:01:18 PM

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines)— The Philippines is considered as the most dangerous
place for environment defenders in Asia.

In 2020, international rights group Global Witness reported 29 forest rangers were killed in the
country. A year before that, 43 forest rangers were slain in the line of duty.

For the Earth Day celebration this April 22, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) recognized four environment defenders as heroes.

Gaudencio Arafia, Forest Ranger & Community Environment and Natural Resources
Officer

__

Gaudencio Arafia provided DENR with key information about the illegal logging activities in
Pantabangan and Rizal, Nueva Ecija. This led to the apprehension of illegally-sourced wood
products.

The 56-year-old forest ranger was shot to death by two men in motorcycle on September 11,
2019, while walking home. The culprits were later found to be illegal loggers.


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927088/davao/local-news/denr-removes-2-cubic-meters-of-campaign-materials
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Ronaldo Corpuz, Forest Ranger, DENR CENRO MUNOZ

Ronaldo Corpuz hélped seize illegal lumber through surveillance opérations against timber
poaching and illegal transport of forest products in Rizal, Nueva Ecija in October 2019.

Three days after the successful operation, the 43-year-old Corpuz was fatally shot. DENR said
the suspects were illegal loggers who admitted their involvement in Corpuz’ death

Bienvenido Veguilla Jr., Forest Ranger

™™l

Bienvenido Veguilla Jr., 44, was killed by illegal loggers on September 14, 2019. He was
leading a group of forest rangers from a tree planting site when they passed by an illegal logging
operation in Bgy. New Ibajay, El Nido, Palawan.

Initially, they only found a chainsaw. But later, four men chased them with bolos and home-
made shotgun. One of the loggers hacked Veguilla to death. His colleagues were able to
escape.

Miliarete Panaligan, CENRO-Real, Quezon
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Miliarete Panaligan received death threats while she was still alive. She served as a long-time
environment officer in Real, Quezon. Her dedication to her role led DENR to building a total of
277 illegal logging cases from 2010 to 2016.

In 2017, she worked on up to eight apprehensions a month. She also included the Dumagat
Tribe in the national greening programs in Quezon province. Panaligan died of a heart attack
at the age of 58.

Prioritize environment measures
These four are among the many laudable environment defenders.

Everyday, many forest rangers are risking their lives to protect the environment from the abuse
of smugglers and illegal loggers. More often than not, they are not able to defend themselves.

Reynato Puno, former chief justice and founder of Environment Heroes Foundation Inc., said
the next administration and batch of lawmakers should prioritize the passage of a bill to allow
DENR to have its own law enforcement unit.

He is referring to House Bill 6973, filed by Antique representative Loren Legarda. This seeks
to create an Environment Protection and Enforcement Bureau under DENR. However, this was
not passed into law by the 18th Congress.

“This bill should be given a fresh push when we have the elections later on, we have new
congress, we have a new president. This is a priority bill that should be enacted into law if we
want to give more protection to our environment, more protection to the people sacrificing their
lives to protect our forest,” Puno said.

Puno added the next president should also focus on saving the environment. “We see how
environment is being degraded and we see the tragic results of this especially in developing
countries like Philippines— we have more violent typhoons,” he said.

Environment department spokesperson Jonas Leones said the passage of the bill will help
forest rangers better protect themselves, noting that some violators could be part of a big
organized group. This will also allow more apprehensions of environment criminals like
smugglers of wildlife animals and illegal loggers.

“[B]ecause now, we are just relying on regular law enforcement natin, the PNP, 'di naman natin
sila pwedeng kaladkarin pag may illegal logging activities. Kung meron kami sariling team, mas
madali kami makapunta and we can have sophisticated equipment to protect ourselves and
the environment,” Leones said.

[Translation: Because now, we are just relying on regular law enforcement, the PNP, we can’t
always call on them if there are illegal logging activities. If we have our own team, it would be
easier for us to respond and have sophisticated equipment to protect ourselves and the
environment.]

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/lifestyle/2022/4/22/Meet-our-2022-environment-
heroes.html
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Legarda on Earth Day: Let’s be ‘Earth
Defenders’

APR 22,2022, 12:59 PM

Opinyon News Team
News Reporter

Loren Legarda has called on the government, private sector, and civil society to engage
in projects and programs that would address overexploitation, habitat loss, and
pollution.

“We should not simply appreciate our planet and all life in it. We have to protect it, we have to
fight for it, and as this year’s theme tells us, we have to invest in it,” senatorial candidate Loren
Legarda declared in observance of this year’'s Earth Day celebration with the global theme,
“Invest in our Planet.”

Legarda made the statement as she led the “Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting
Activity” of Philippine native tree species, organized by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources - Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENR-BMB), the ASEAN Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB), and the Climate Change Commission (CCC), at the Ninoy Aquino Parks
and Wildlife Center (NAPWC) in Quezon City.

The NAPWC is a legislated protected area and classified as a national park under Republic Act
11038 or the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of 2018.

Authored by Legarda during her Senate term, RA 11038 declared 94 natural parks, protected
landscapes or seascapes, and reserves as protected areas under national law, bringing the
total number of areas protected by law to 107.

“The enactment of the ENIPAS measure has benefited protected areas in the country, by giving
more access to funding for conservation programs as well as the prosecution of prohibited acts
enumerated in the law,” Legarda said.

Legarda also called on the government, private sector, and civil society to engage in projects
and programs that would address overexploitation, habitat loss, and pollution.


https://opinyon.net/national/legarda-on-earth-day-let-s-be-earth-defenders#title
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“In light of the fast-declining state of our environment due to our destructive ways and the
intensifying effects of the climate crisis, let us be the Earth’s defenders who are needed today
and tomorrow. Let us continue to help bring back the life of our planet, so our children and
future generations can also marvel at its beauty. Patuloy nating payabungin ang ganda at sigla
ng ating kalikasan.” Legarda concluded.

Source: https://opinyon.net/national/legarda-on-earth-day-let-s-be-earth-
defenders?fbclid=IwAR1NnalOPj4sSaNhMPclFhEeKe41C9GSFI6Q004KwA4ATqlQ-CKOEyYJ-
p3anw
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Let’s be the Earth’s Defenders, says Loren
Legarda

By: Angelic Jordan - @inquirerdotnet
INQUIRER.net / 07:15 PM April 22, 2022

N % -
Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda.

MANILA, Philippines — Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda on Earth Day called on the
government, private sector, and civil society to engage in projects and programs that would
address overexploitation, habitat loss, and pollution.

“In light of the fast-declining state of our environment due to our destructive ways and the
intensifying effects of the climate crisis, let us be the Earth’s defenders who are needed today
and tomorrow. Let us continue to help bring back the life of our planet, so our children and
future generations can also marvel at its beauty. Patuloy nating payabungin ang ganda at sigla
ng ating kalikasan [Let us continue to nurture the beauty and vitality of our nature],” Legarda
said

As the only candidate for the 2022 Elections with a clear track record on the environment and
climate agenda, the Three-term Senator also stressed that people should not only appreciate
the planet but also protect and fight for it as this year’s Earth Day celebration’s theme states,
“Invest in Our Planet.”

Legarda made these statements as she led the “Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting
Activity” of Philippine native tree species, organized by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources — Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENR-BMB), the ASEAN Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB), and the Climate Change Commission (CCC), at the Ninoy Aquino Parks
and Wildlife Center (NAPWC) in Quezon City today.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/angelic-jordan
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https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
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The NAPWC is a legislated protected area and classified as a national park under Republic Act
11038 or the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of 2018, a
law that Legarda authored in the Senate, which declared 94 natural parks, protected
landscapes or seascapes, and reserves as protected areas under national law, bringing the
total number of areas protected by law to 107.

“The enactment of the ENIPAS measure has benefited protected areas in the country by giving
more access to funding for conservation programs as well as the prosecution of prohibited acts
enumerated in the law,” Legarda said.

Source; https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1586657/lets-be-the-earths-defenders-says-loren-
legarda?utm source=gallery&utm medium=direct
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On Earth Day, Legarda calls on Filipinos to invest and
defend it for the next generation

hataw tabloid April 22, 2022 Elections, Front Page, Gov't/Politics, News

Environmentalist and Senatorial candidate Loren Legarda called on all Filipinos to be defenders
and stewards of creation for the next generation as the world marks Earth Day on Friday, April
22.

“We should not simply appreciate our planet and all life in it. We have to protect it, we have to
fight for it, and as this year’s theme tells us, we have to invest in it,” Legarda said during the
Pagyabong 2022: Enrichment Tree Planting Activity” held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and
Wildlife Center (NAPWC) in Quezon City.

With this year’'s global theme “Invest in our Planet,” Legarda, who is currently serving as
Antique’s congresswoman, said that existing environmental laws should be strictly
implemented like the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) Act of
2018, which she authored and declared 94 natural parks, protected landscapes or seascapes,
and reserves as protected areas under national law.

“The enactment of the ENIPAS measure has benefited protected areas in the country, by giving
more access to funding for conservation programs as well as the prosecution of prohibited acts
enumerated in the law,” she said.

Legarda, the only candidate who is an acknowledged environment and climate champion
(locally and internationally) and author of multiple landmark environment and climate laws,
strengthened her call to all sectors — government, private, and civil groups to invest and engage
in projects that will help in solving issues such overexploitation of natural resources and
pollution.

“In light of the fast-declining state of our environment due to our destructive ways and the
intensifying effects of the climate crisis, let us be the Earth’s defenders who are needed today
and tomorrow,” she said. “Let us continue to help bring back the life of our planet, so our
children and future generations can also marvel at its beauty. Patuloy nating payabungin ang
ganda at sigla ng ating kalikasan,” Legarda concluded.

Source: https://hatawtabloid.com/2022/04/22/on-earth-day-legarda-calls-on-filipinos-to-invest-
and-defend-it-for-the-next-generation/?fbclid=IwAR3ajbg--xELQ4-sBrtNzgzerD7L |9-
XVGelLvmz4LJf701guwopuilJSEw
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Filipinos urged to value nature, resources

By Wilnard Bacelonia and Ben Cal April 22, 2022, 6:30 pm

REDUCE | REUSE | RECYCLE

(Image courtesy of DENR)

MANILA — The Philippines is lucky to have rich seas, vast coastlines, and other natural
resources inland but the public should learn to take care of them.

Senator Francis Tolentino, one of the vice-chairpersons of the Committee on Environment,
Natural Resources, and Climate Change, said Friday that the annual observance of Earth Day
is a reminder to value God’s gifts.

"Ang biodiversity po ay laging nangingibabaw. Bukod tangi po ang bansang Pilipinas kung
ating titingnan ang likas na yaman na manggagaling sa natural resources. Kung kaya nga po,
dapat po natin itong ingatan, hindi lamang po ngayon, kundi pati na sa mga susunod na
henerasyon (Biodiversity is always dominant. The Philippines is one of a kind if we look at our
natural resources. That is why we should take care of it, not only now, but also in the next
generations)," he said in a video message.

Tolentino urged Filipinos to develop natural resources as well as to follow the law and zoning
regulations.

"Sa paggunita po natin ngayon ng Earth Day 2022, naniniwala po ako na ang ating pagkakaisa
at pagmamahal sa ating kalikasan ang lalo pang magpapasiguro na magkakaroon po ng isang
maunlad na Pilipinas (As we celebrate Earth Day 2022 today, | believe that our unity and love
for our nature will further ensure that we will have a prosperous Philippines,” he added.

Outgoing Antique Representative Loren Legarda, who is eyeing a Senate comeback,
participated in a tree-planting activity at Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon City,
one of the 94 protected areas under the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System
Act which she authored.

“Sa pagdiriwang natin ng Earth Day, hinihikayat ko kayo na maging aktibong kabahagi ng
pangangalaga ng kalusugan ng ating mundo. Ang pagpapayaman ng ating kalikasan ay dapat
nating gawing prayoridad sa ating pang araw-araw na gawain dahil ito ang bumubuhay sa
atin (As we celebrate Earth Day, | urge everyone to be active in taking care of the Earth’'s
health. We should make it a priority to nurture our natural resources because they make living
possible),” she said in statement.

In Bulacan, vice presidential candidate Senator Francis Pangilinan planted a mango tree at the
Ascension of our Lord Parish in Pulilan town
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"As | said, the last man standing in the vice presidential race is a farmer," he said in the activity
captured on video on Facebook.

Activities

The Bulacan Environment and Natural Resources Office also conducted clean-up drives and
tree planting activities in Paombong town where 100 fruit-bearing trees, including nipa palm,
were planted inside an eco-park.

Manila Water and partners likewise jumpstarted their two-day Earth Day Celebration with the
theme, “Saving the Earth: Securing Water for the Future”.

Along with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, National Water and
Resources Board, Department of the Interior and Local Government, Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System regulatory and corporate offices, Local Water Utilities Administration,
and Bantay Kalikasan organization, Manila Water led a ceremonial tree planting activity at
Balara Filters Park in Pansol, Quezon City.

The event is part of Annual Million Trees Challenge, a five-year program that promotes water
security and protection of the environment and encourages partners to contribute and adopt a
land.
Manila Water is adopting 200 hectares of land at the La Mesa Watershed and will plant
seedlings together with its subsidiaries and partner government agencies and local government
units.

The ceremonial tree planting activity is a primer for the Arbor Day celebration in June 2022.

On Saturday at 6 a.m., the Hike and Bike for Nature will be held at La Mesa Nature Reserve
along Quirino Highway.

April 22 of every year is regarded as the Philippines’ Earth Day pursuant to Presidential
Proclamation 1481 series of 2008.

This year’s theme, "Invest in our Planet”, seeks to rally all efforts toward protecting the planet
and investing in sustainable practices to secure a "green future."

Earthday.org will launch an Earth Day Climate Action Summit via YouTube livestream at around
8 p.m. Friday. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172736
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Earth Day 2022: Groups urge Philippine leaders to
declare climate emergency, solve plastic pollution

Raya Capulong and Job Manahan, ABS-CBN News

Posted at Apr 22 2022 05:23 PM
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Environmental advocates from Philippine Movement for Cllmate Justice (PMCJ) and other networks criticized the
government during their protest for their supposed negligence in responding to climate issues, adding that they
should also be held accountable. Raya Capulong, ABS-CBN News

MANILA - Green campaigners on Friday raised the need to declare a climate emergency, as
well as the country's unabated plastic pollution problem this Earth Day 2022, mounting protests
and forums to raise awareness on said environmental issues.

Environmental advocates from Philippine Movement for Climate Justice (PMCJ) and other
networks criticized the government during their protest for its supposed negligence in
responding to climate issues. Activists said government officials should also be held
accountable.

The groups lamented the government's continuing push for fossil fuel and coal use. Green
campaigners have repeatedly urged government to transition to clean energy to lower
greenhouse gas emissions.

"Mahina ang mga nanunungkulan sa usapin ng siyensa ng climate change, sa kanila hindi
sentrong usapin ang krisis ng klima, sa kanila ang climate crisis ay isang normal lang na
sitwasyon at pangyayari, hindi lang ito lack of science kundi wala talaga silang pakialam," said
lan Rivera, PMCJ's national coordinator.

(Our leaders are weak regarding the science on climate change. For them this is not the center
of the discussions, deeming it a normal situation. It is no longer about lacking the science
knowledge on this, they just don't care.)

Rivera said they are worried about a new study released by the United Nations' (UN) climate
experts, warning about a_catastrophic climate change by 2025 if carbon emission levels remain
unchanged.

They also called on the public to vote for leaders in the upcoming elections who would prioritize
climate justice and measures promoting a 'green agenda’, saying this would be a vote for
survival.

"Itong pagkilos na ito ay panawagan sa lahat ng mamamayan na hindi na sapat ang pagbabago
ang eleksyon kundi kailangan ng baguhin ang mga polisiya para sa panahon ng katindihan ng
krisis sa klima ay tayong lahat ay may chance ng survival," the environmentalist added.


https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/05/22/now-or-never-to-avoid-climate-catastrophe-warns-un
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(This movement is calling on the public that changes in the upcoming elections will no longer
be enough. We need to change the policies during this time, we are facing climate crisis and
we need a chance of survival.)

The groups marched towards the Mendiola Peace Arch, where they were blocked by police. At
one point, members laid on the ground for their protest.

PLASTIC CRISIS

James Boston, senior fellow at US-based Johns Hopkins University's Foreign Policy Institute,
said multilateral efforts must be done to solve the world's plastic crisis.

Boston recommended coordination between the public and state, fueled by science, a clean
seas campaign, and coastal cleanups. Aside from this, "science diplomacy" must be enforced
between nations to further inform people and governments on the matter.

He also urged members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to foster
marine environmental conservation cooperation.

"More than 8 million tons of plastics enter the ocean each year, equals to dumping a garbage
truck of plastic every minute into the ocean. As many as 51 trillion microplastic particles, 500
times more than the stars of our galaxy, litter our oceans and seas," Boston said in a webinar.

"l look at the need to support ASEAN development... the key objective is to foster cooperation
and ocean observation monitoring, sharing of data and forecasting, [and] expand and
strengthen existing regional agreements relevant to marine plastic litter," he added.

Boston likewise warned about the "ecological catastrophe” in the South China Sea, which is
also being threatened by marine litter.

"The approach is to foster a social media global campaign to save the South China Sea from
exploitation in plastic pollution... the need to appeal to the UN for marine protected areas in the
[said waters]" he added.

A study published last year showed the Philippines is the worst plastic polluter in the world's
oceans, producing over a third of global plastic waste. The Pasig River, meanwhile, has been
identified as the top plastic discard source worldwide.

This was why Gloria Ramos, Oceana Philippines vice president, is calling for more refillable
glass bottles and the phasing out of single-use plastics, noting that recycling "is not working" to
save the oceans.

"There is no way to fully control where a single-use plastic bottle ends up. It could be in a
recycle bin, in the trash, on the street, or in the ocean,” Ramos wrote on her presentation.

"The call for action is stop plastic at the source... demand accountability because the law is
there," she added, noting the Writ of Kalikasan that the Supreme Court issued to government
over the country's plastic pollution problem.

"It cannot be stand alone, relying solely on laws or science, these have to be merged together.
It is so important to collaborate with other stakeholders," she said, noting the importance of
media to extend the messaging.

Local government share the burden now on plastic pollution, which she said "can no longer be
managed."


https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/17/21/sc-issues-writ-of-kalikasan-vs-govt-on-phs-plastic-crisis
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Environment Secretary Jim Sapulna last month bared his support in banning single-use plastics
after the pollution became "uncontrollable."

"I myself, the DENR is supporting the bill banning the use of small plastic, ano. Kasi iyan ang
hindi natin naku-control — shampoo, sabon, all of these things, hindi natin naku-control ito," he
had said.

(We cannot control it anymore - shampoo, soaps (plastic products), all of these things cannot
be controlled anymore.)

Lawmakers in the House last year passed a measure seeking to gradually phase out the
production, sale, and use of single-use plastics, while the Senate passed a bill seeking to make
plastic manufacturers accountable for their plastic waste.

Some environmentalists have pushed for zero-waste initiatives and plastic-free homes to help
address the plastic pollution problem.

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/spotlight/04/22/22/climate-crisis-plastic-pollution-take-
spotlight-on-earth-day-

20222ftbclid=IwAROOQNgLPozU1zrG1rsiwh9lSyZGp7hXYqtir DKBH6JOKLYARMDE|GIMRR
ds
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Boracay advised to observe 19K daily carrying
capacity

By Perla Lena April 22, 2022, 6:12 pm
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BE COMPLIANT. Tourists enjoy the white beach of Boracay Island during the Holy Week before the pandemic in
2020. The Department of Tourism said the island should observe the 19,215 daily visitors while its 2018 carrying
capacity study is being reviewed by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. (PNA file photo courtesy
of Jun Aguirre)

ILOILO CITY — The Department of Tourism (DOT) urged Boracay local government to comply
with its allowed 19,215 visitors daily while its carrying capacity is being reviewed by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

“DENR is currently doing a review on the carrying capacity study in 2018. They are expecting
that the study will be released by June 15,” said DOT Regional Director Cristine Mansinares in
an interview on Friday.

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat this week called on the local government unit
(LGU) of Malay for exceeding the daily threshold on the island during the Holy Week.

The number of tourists staying on the island was recorded at 21, 252 on April 14 and 22, 519
on the next day.

The figures differ from the data of the Malay Tourism Office which showed from April 11 to 17
(Holy Week), the arrivals reached 44,981; the highest was on Maundy Thursday with 12,266
guests.

The Malay data, however, referred to the new arrivals and did not include the guests already
staying on the island, who were still part of the carrying capacity, according to Mansinares.

DOT, meantime, has yet to receive a copy of the reply of the local government of Malay town
on the violation since the letter of Puyat was addressed to the DENR and was copy furnished
to the LGU.

Mansinares added that the DENR, DOT, and the Department of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG) are already discussing possible measures to address the problem.

“In terms of details as to the next steps, we will rely on our respective secretaries through the
Boracay Inter-Agency Rehabilitation Management Group,” she added.
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The regional director said the local government is also conscious of their upcoming events to
make sure that these will not trigger the surge of tourists.

From April 26 to May 1, the island will be celebrating “Love Boracay” formerly “LaBoracay”
marking the start of the closure of the island for rehabilitation as ordered by President Rodrigo
Duterte in 2018. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172755
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DENR gets boost from P1.1-B project

By Eireene Jairee Gomez April 23, 2022
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOUWRCES

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

THE Department_of Environment and Natural Resources' (DENR) P1.1-billion Sustainable
Interventions for Biodiversity, Oceans and Landscapes (Sibol) project is seen boosting
environmental protection and supporting economic activity in far-flung rural areas.

Funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAid), Sibol has
elevated Philippines' appreciation for natural resources and biodiversity protection. The project
has trained Filipino natural resource managers on how to properly account for environment-
provided benefits.

A total of 275 government staff and researchers from Philippine public universities has
completed a three-month training that will support the government's promotion of economic
growth through the conservation of the country's ecosystems.

The training serves as a foundation for incorporating environmental valuation into the design of
economic plans at the local level.

The Philippines' capability to quantify the economic value of its natural resources will be applied
in natural capital accounting.

"When we have competent natural resource managers who are able to account for and monitor
the economic value of ecosystem services, the country is in a better position to understand the
drivers behind natural resource depletion. It's a necessary intervention that will preserve the
country's biodiversity, oceans and landscapes,” said USAid Philippines Environment
Office Director John Edgar.

Natural resource managers and researchers from the DENR, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, National Economic and Development Authority, Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development and six public universities learned various methods for measuring the value of
benefits derived from the environment such as food, water and fuel, soil conservation and coastal
protection.

"This [capability will help in] updating the country's asset accounts, or the value of resources
found in Philippine forests, coral reefs and fisheries," said the DENR.

According to the World Conservation Monitoring Center, the Philippines is one of 17
megadiverse countries in the world, which account for 70 percent of the entire planet's species
of flora and fauna.
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Sibol is a five-year natural resources management and biodiversity conservation project. It is
among the biggest and most important initiatives in the country that could profoundly impact
the environment in generations to come, according to USAid.

Launched in 2020, Sibol aims to work with the government to achieve its goals of improving
natural resource governance, stimulating public and private sector investments, and reducing
environmental crime.

Such goals will lead to greater ecosystem stability and inclusive green growth. Sibol has four
sites in the following key protected areas in the Philippines: Masinloc-Oyon Bay Protected
Landscape and Seascape; Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park and
Cleopatra's Needle Forest Reserve; Mantalingahan Protected Landscape; and Siargao
Island Protected Landscape and Seascape.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/business/green-industries/denr-gets-boost-
from-pl11-b-project/1840884



https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2141601529&ename=Puerto%20Princesa%20Subterranean%20river&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=800055871&ename=Needle%20Forest%20Reserve&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2833649742&ename=Siargao%20island&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2833649742&ename=Siargao%20island&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/business/green-industries/denr-gets-boost-from-p11-b-project/1840884
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/business/green-industries/denr-gets-boost-from-p11-b-project/1840884

§ STRATEGIC S— April 23, 2022 [] Headtine

COMMUNICATION & | , r r i v |:| Editorial

——— N TIATIVES B a“[ ﬂ lmEB [ ] cotumn

s SERVICE 10f2 [ ] opinion
Page D Feature Article

Joint Memorandum Circular of DENR, DA,
DILG to strengthen marine protected areas,
enrich coral reefs and marine habitats

April 23,2022
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A JOINT Memorandum Circular (JMC) between the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and two other state agencies is expected to strengthen the establishment
of marine protected area network (MPAN), restore damaged coastal ecosystems, and enrich
coral reefs and marine habitats.

This policy mandates collaboration between the DENR, Department of Agriculture (DA)
and Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) in improving the coastal and
marine environment through cooperation.

"The eventual approval of the joint (DA-DENR-DILG) policy guidelines on the establishment
and management of MPANs will be valuable in biodiversity conservation efforts," Dr. Vincent
Hilomen, SMARTSeas PH national project manager, said.

The JMC ensures that biodiversity conservation is given priority equally along with economic
development.

"There will be a value for a government policy that places conservation as equally important to
development and progress. Many of the degraded coastal and marine habitats resulted from
the relentless push for development and progress with little afterthought of the higher costs to
the environment,” Hilomen said.
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A joint effort of DENR, DA, and DILG will help the government hurdle the difficulties of putting
up MPAs and MPAN amid coastal residents' usual opposition against these.

MPAN is a collection of individual MPAS or reserves operating cooperatively and synergistically
under the SMARTSeas.

"One of the greatest challenges that we are experiencing in establishing MPANSs is still the
acceptance of the community. There are several instances where the communities resist to set
aside a portion of their waters for protection purposes because they think that access to their
fishing areas will be limited," Hilomen said.

The DENR's SMARTSeas PH project or Strengthening Marine Protected Areas to Conserve
Marine Key Biodiversity Areas in the Philippines is funded under a $28.53 million co-financing
scheme between government and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). It also received a
GEF grant of $8 million.

For more information, visit https://growthfeatures.com/2022/04/12/joint-memorandum-circular-
of-denr-da-dilg-to-strengthen-marine-protected-areas-enrich-coral-reefs-and-marine-habitats/

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/public-square/joint-memorandum-circular-of-
denr-da-dilg-to-strengthen-marine-protected-areas-enrich-coral-reefs-and-marine-
habitats/1840914
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129K hectares of Region 3 forests
rehabilitated

By Philippine News Agency April 23, 2022

More than 129,000 hectaes of denuded forest Inds and watersheds in Central Luzon have been rehabilitated under

the Enhanced National Greening Program since 2011. PNA PHOTO

SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga: More than 129,000 hectares (ha) of denuded forest lands and
watersheds in Central Luzon have been rehabilitated since the Enhanced National Greening
Program (E-NGP) started in 2011, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR)-Region 3 (Central Luzon) office here said Tuesday.

Paquito Moreno Jr., executive director of DENR-Region 3, said the E-NGP in the region was
strengthened to mitigate the potential impacts of climate change.

"Preserving our forest cover and making more of our forest landscapes intact is an important
component of the government's climate change mitigation program,” he said in a statement.

Moreno said the agency established more than 3,200 ha of bamboo plantation in 2021 amid the Covid-19
pandemic.

This, he said, is in addition to the more than 14,000 ha of bamboo plantations under NGP
before the onset of the health crisis.

Moreno said partnership and collaboration with private firms were also strengthened to sustain
these plantations, where more than 5,800 ha of unfunded NGP areas have been adopted by
different organizations.

He admitted that the task of ensuring the survival of planted trees needs more manpower and
resources that the DENR cannot provide.

"This is where the private sector comes in by adopting established NGP plantations, where the
company commits to continue the fight for a better tomorrow," he said.

The DENR has also partnered with families in upland areas, peoples' organizations, the
Philippine National Police, Bureau of Fire Protection and the Philippine Army in the region to
monitor the development of plantations and facilitate quick response to forest fires and
reported illegal forest activities in NGP areas.

Apart from its ecological value, the NGP has generated 154,055 jobs in the region for
plantation maintenance and protection activities.
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"We see more jobs being provided to local communities including our Indigenous People,

especially at a time like this, when the economy is still reeling from the effects of the pandemic,”
Moreno said.

NGP aims to reforest 1.5 million ha of denuded lands and watersheds in the country.

It was expanded until 2028 under Executive Order 193 to reforest and develop the remaining
degraded forest areas nationwide.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/business/green-industries/129k-hectares-of-
region-3-forests-rehabilitated/1840882
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Campaign posters removed from trees

By Franz R. Sumangil April 23,2022

THE Department _of Environment and Natural Resources in Region 12 (DENR-12) has
removed a total of 7,229 campaign materials nailed and dangled on trees across the
Soccsksargen region.

DENR-12 Director Felix_Alicer said the region-wide removal of campaign posters and
paraphernalia from trees, dubbed "Oplan Baklas," was carried out on Wednesday.

"This was in close coordination with our partners, the Commission on Elections, local
government units, police and the Environmental Management Bureau, and Mines
and Geosciences Bureau," Alicer said.

Alicer also said most of the removed campaign materials from local and national candidates
were made of tarpaulin, plywood and fabric streamers.

Based on reports from the provincial DENR offices, about 6,063 posters were removed from
trees in South Cotabato, 717 in North Cotabato, 256 in Sarangani Province and 193 in Sultan
Kudarat.

The provincial and community offices of DENR-12 have already conducted operations in their
respective areas of responsibility prior to the simultaneous Oplan Baklas operations.

Alicer appealed to all candidates and their supporters to strictly follow the law and spare the
trees from campaign materials.

"There are designated common poster areas for the candidates, and the trees are not one of
those. We have to spare the trees from these election materials since these trees provide
various environmental benefits to us," he said.

Alicer also added that violators could face legal sanctions if they continue to ignore the
provisions of various election and environmental laws.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/23/news/regions/campaign-posters-removed-
from-trees/1840932
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Spare trees from campaign ads, says DENR-8

He said putting the campaign posters on trees violate at least two laws —

Republic Act 3571 which prohibits the cutting, destroying, or injuring of trees
along public roads, in parks, schools, and other public areas, and Presidential
Decree 953 that penalizes unauthorized cutting, damaging and injuring trees.

Elmer Recuerdo‘

In line with the celebration of Earth Day, officials from the Manila Water spearhead a tree-planting activity at the Balara
Filters Park in Barangay Pansol, Quezon City. | Photograph by Analy Labor for the daily tribune @tribunephl_ana

TACLOBAN CITY — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in
Eastern Visayas renewed its call to all candidates in the 2022 national and local elections to
refrain from putting campaign materials on trees.

This, as the agency marked the Earth Day celebration with “Operation Baklas,” a simultaneous
region-wide drive to remove campaign materials posted on trees.

It added that campaign posters of both national and local candidates that were either tied or
nailed on trees were removed in major thoroughfares all over the region as they violate both
environmental laws and Commission on Elections (Comelec) guidelines.

DENR-8 regional executive director Arturo Fadriquela said the trees are not legitimate areas
for putting up election materials and advised candidates and their political supporters to follow
election provisions as to where they should put up campaign materials.

“The Earth Day is a timely reminder for the candidates and their supporters to practice an
environment-friendly election campaign,” Fadriquela said.

“The ‘Operation Baklas’ intends to once again remind the general public that adorning our trees
with posters, especially when using nails, could damage their health conditions,” he added.

He said putting the campaign posters on trees violate at least two laws — Republic Act 3571
which prohibits the cutting, destroying, or injuring of trees along public roads, in parks, schools
and other public areas, and Presidential Decree 953 that penalizes unauthorized cutting,
damaging and injuring trees.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/elmer-recuerdo/

N = April 23,2022 Lresaie
M. D aaily pri m

INITIATIVES i “ “e Date D Column
——
— Trilo
s SERVICE gl 2 0f 2 [ ] opinion
— WA A Lhd g L =g by )
Page D Feature Article

Fadriquela also urged all candidates and their political supporters to voluntarily remove
campaign materials that are nailed or posted trees as a way of showing their support to protect
the environment.

Aside from DENR and Comelec, other agencies that participated in the removal of campaign
materials include the Department of Public Works and Highways, Philippine National Police
and local government units.

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/23/spare-trees-from-campaign-ads-says-denr-
8/
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DENR removes 2 cubic meters of campaign
materials

Photo courtesy of DENR-Davao

IONA FINLAY C. MENDOZA

April 22, 2022

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Davao Region removed
approximately two cubic meters worth of unlawfully posted campaign materials on April 18,
2022.

The clearing operations focused mainly on the removal of campaign elections materials that
were posted on trees, plants, and the environment, which is considered a violation under the
Republic Act 3571, an act that prohibits the cutting, destroying or injuring of planted or growing
trees, flowering plants and shrubs, or plants of scenic value along public roads, in plazas, parks,
school premises or any other public ground.

According to Jayvee Agas, DENR-Davao Regional Public Affairs Office (RPAO) chief, the
clearing operations team focused on Dacudao Avenue and Buhangin Diversion Road in Davao
City.

“Ito yung mga areas na napansin namin na with visible campaign materials na naka-post sa
trees,” Agas told SunStar Davao on Thursday, April 21.

She said the team confiscated mostly tarpaulins and posters with wooden frames and wooden
posts from the said clearing operations.

The action came after DENR-Davao Director Bagani Evasco expedited the order after netizens
and environmental advocates expressed concerns over the issue, including environmental
group Davao City Youth for Green Environment (DCYGE).

“We always sought intervention and prevention for keeping a healthy and sustainable way of
campaigning... Along with DENR-Davao, we have joined forces to do the right thing as it is a
clear violation of RA 3571,” DCYGE told SunStar Davao in an online message.

The group added, “With this, we have all the right to take down campaign posters because it is
clear to us that those people are not knowledgeable enough about environmental laws.”


https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/951/iona-finlay-c-mendoza
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Agas said DENR-Davao, in coordination with City Environment and Natural Resources Offices
(Cenro) and Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Offices (Penro), is continuously
monitoring activities related to the unlawful posting of campaign materials in the region.

“To make sure na hindi siya ilalagay sa mga puno. Ito kasi yung lagi namin sinasabi everytime
na may campaign periods tayo. Yung mga campaign materials hindi natin siya ilalagay sa puno,
much more na hindi siya ipapako kasi nakaksira siya (To make sure they won’t put it on trees
because this is what we always say every campaign period. We should not post campaign
materials on  trees, much more to nail iron them),” Agas said.

According to DCYGE, nailing, tacking, or stapling campaign materials damages the protective
bark of the tree and causes punctures which allows harmful organisms to enter and affect the
health of trees or even kill it.

With this, DENR-Davao reminds election candidates and their supporters to avoid posting
campaign materials on trees. Such actions may be punished with imprisonment of 6 months to
two years and a fine ranging from P500 to P5,000.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927088/davao/local-news/denr-removes-2-cubic-
meters-of-campaign-materials
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b ﬁu DENR Cagayan Valley
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Gpra.denr.gov.ph

April 22, 2022 @ 6:26 AM 1 day ago

CAGAYAN VALLEY-Halos mahigit 8,000 campaign materials at poster na nakapako sa mga
puno sa mga pangunahing kalsada at pampublikong lugar ang pinagtatatanggal sa first inter-
agency regionwide Oplan Baklas dito sa region 2 o Cagayan Valley.

Ayon kay DENR Region 2 Regional Executive Director Gwendolyn Bambalan, ang aktibidad
ay ang kauna-unahang synchronized collaborative Oplan Baklas sa rehiyon.

Kaisa at kasama ng DENR ang Commission on Elections (COMELEC), Philippine National
Police (PNP), Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Department of the Interior
and Local Government (DILG) at Philippine Army (P.A) ay magkatuwang na pinag-aalis ang
illegal na nakakabit sa mga hindi awtorisado o ipinagbabawal na lugar.

Ang mga binaklas na campaign materyales sa mga lalawigan ng Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino,
Nueva Vizcaya at Batanes ay itinurn-over sa Commission on Elections (COMELEC).

Ang mga nakumpiskang campaign materials ay nakatakdang ire-recycle upang mabawasan
ang mga basurang napupunta sa mga sanitary landfill.

Kaugnay nito, inatasan ang mga field officials na ipagpatuloy ang pagbabantay sa mga
posibleng lalabag sa kautusan. Rey Velasco

Source: https://www.remate.ph/8000-campaign-poster-binaklas-ng-denr-r2/
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DENR opens envi-trade fair on organic
products

ENVI-TRADE FAIR. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources opened its Envi-Trade Fair, where
organic products from all over Central Luzon are being sold by various partner peoples’ organizations. (DENR)

IAN OCAMPO FLORA

April 22,2022

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Central Luzon opened on
Friday, April 22, its Envi-Trade Fair, where organic products from all over the region are
presented for sale by various partner organizations.

DENR Regional Executive Director Paquito Moreno Jr. noted that the trade fair serves as a
channel to inspire social entrepreneurs to establish a profit-generating venture that likewise
values a healthy and green planet.

“Our trade fair activity underscores how people from all parts of Central Luzon can come
together for a common cause of showcasing products from their respective localities, while
giving us all a better appreciation of the bounties that we can gain if we just live in harmony
with nature,” Moreno said.

The fair, which will run until April 22, is part of the annual celebration of the Month of the Planet
Earth.

This year’s theme “Invest in Our Planet” rallies for courage to preserve and protect public health
and communities’ livelihood by conserving nature.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927055/pampanga/local-news/denr-opens-envi-
trade-fair-on-organic-products
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Elusive Philippine warty pig spotted on Mt. Apo

The Philippine warty pig or baboy ramo was recently seen on Mt. Apo.

According to #KuyaKimAnoNa on “24 Oras” Friday, staff of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Region Xl spotted the animal during their annual monitoring at Mt. Apo
Natural Park in Davao del Sur.

Park protection officer Jodel Erano said they were surprised to see the elusive creature. “Mailap
kasi 'yun eh, wild kasi,” he said.

Erano said the wild pig, which was wounded, was estimated to be 70-80 years old based on its
tusks.

Meanwhile, Amer Oraiz, a hiker from lligan City, also encountered a wild pig when he went up
the mountain last year.

“Natatakot po, first time ko kasing maka-encounter sa personalan ng isang baboy ramo. Sabi
kasi ng iba is wild sya, nangangagat,” he said.

Oraiz also noticed that the pig was wounded and had swollen feet.

According to International Union for Conservation of Nature, Philippine warty pigs are
vulnerable or may soon be extinct due to hunting and loss of their forest habitat.

Jose Lechoncito Jr., DENR Xl wildlife resource permitting section chief, said these animals
would have better chances of survival if left without human intervention.

“Huwag natin silang gagalawin, huhulihin, hayaan lang natin sila na mabuhay sa kanilang
natural habitat,” he said.

He also urged the public to report wildlife threats to the nearest DENR office. - RC, GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/829416/elusive-philippine-warty-
pig-spotted-on-mt-apo/story/?fbclid=IwAR1doN1jOqgZJP-
6pwJYDMYnFA35GFYVLOcA9WSioC8jdVVcqUT4 Txhyn900
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Baboy ramo sa Mt. Apo | #Shorts

1,682 views... (5 45 GJ DISLIKE 2> SHARE (§) THANKS =+ SAVE ...
ABS-CBN News &
- 13.6M subscribers SUBSCRIBE

ICYMI: Isang baboy ramo ang namataan sa tuktok ng Mt. Apo. Panoorin 'yan dito. #Shorts

Subscribe to the ABS-CBN News channel! - http:/bit.ly/The ABSCBNNews

SHOW MORE

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiKx7hTmdJc
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1,700 fisherfolk march on Earth Day to stop
dredglng for black sand mining mAparrl _

April 22, 2022
ONE thousand seven hundred fisherfolk from more than 12 barangays in Aparri marched on
Friday, Earth Day, to protest black sand mining operations in the town, which they say is
happening in the guise of river dredging.

This was the first time that a protest of this magnitude was organized in the town.

The fisherfolk were joined by other groups from neighboring towns of Gattaran, Ballesteros,
Buguey, Gonzaga, and Sta. Ana.

A prayer service and program were held at the San Pedro Telmo Parish Church where
fisherfolk shared the effects of the alleged mining operations to their livelihood and
environment.

Mayoralty candidates for the 2022 elections, incumbent mayor Bryan Dale Chan, and long-time
former mayor Dr. Ismael Tumaru, were in attendance to respond to their problems.

Fisherfolk report that the supposed river dredging activities produce sound, light, and chemical
pollution that have gravely disturbed the ecosystem, messed with reproductive patterns of
aquatic resources, decimated the fish and shrimp population, including that of the aramang or
spider shrimp, which IS endemic in the area.

The dwindling catch has considerably slashed the income of 11,000 fisherfolk and their families.
Before the river dredging operations started in the first quarter of 2021, fisherfolk said one boat
could catch up to 200 kilos of fish overnight off the coast of Aparri. Now, they would be lucky to
take home three kilos of fish. They also shared that from December 2021 to April 2022, each
fisherman would earn 300 to 1,000 pesos for three days’ work, a far cry from their 3,000 to
7,000 peso earnings before that period.

Aparri fisherfolk and residents reported the return of mining activity in the first quarter of 2021
with dredging seacrafts and huge sea carriers of the Chinese firm Riverfront Construction Inc.
visibly operating in the Cagayan River, the Aparri delta, and the West Philippine Sea.
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The Cagayan Provincial government headed by Governor Manuel N. Mamba explained that
the presence of large ships is due to the ongoing large-scale dredging to desilt the Cagayan
river, not only as a river rehabilitation and flood control project, but also as a necessary
“enabling activity for the reopening of the Aparri port and the establishment of an international
seaport.”

The project, entitled the Cagayan River Restoration Project, is headed by the Department of
Environment and Natural Environment with Mamba as the convenor of an inter-agency
committee that includes the Department of Public Works and Highways, Department of
Transportation, and the Department of |Interior and Local Government.

Mamba has also said he will resign if the people can prove there were indeed mining activities
there.

But local fishermen attest that the vessels suck sand at the open sea, right at the areas where
they fish, which are several kilometers from the mouth of the river, way beyond the designated
dredging segments. Marine traffic tracking reveal back and forth trips of the vessels from
Northern Philippines to China which, fisherfolk believe, is the end destination of the mined
magnetite from the black sand. For example, Hong Chang, a bulk carrier that can haul up to
64,000 metric tons of sand material has done trips between Aparri to China at least four times
since the dredging project started.

Fisherfolk and many Aparri residents also insist that the river dredging project actually brings
the threat of erosion to an area that is already perennially inundated by floods brought about
by strong rains and typhoons. As a flood-control project, it defeats its purpose, they said.

Mayor Chan speaking at the Earth Day program shared the RCI does not have a permit to
dredge the river, but only a general engineering permit.

He also said that the project went into full swing without public hearings and proper consultation
with the people. Chan reiterated his support to the fisherfolk in their fight to stop black sand
mining.

Addressing government leaders, dried fish vendor Marlyne Bugarin cried, “We plead for your
compassion. Our fervent hope is that disaster brought about by black sand mining be stopped.
May the Lord touch vyour hearts so that you wil feel and see our call.”

Parish priest Fr. Manuel Catral said the Earth Day event dubbed “Alay Lakad Para sa
Kabuhayan, Kalikasan, Kinabukasan” was intended to be a platform for the fisherfolk to express
their depressing situation to the people of Aparri and its future leaders.

“Fishing is the lifeblood of Aparri. Its people’s identities are closely anchored in its waters. The
Parish of San Pedro Telmo is united with the fisherfolk in their clamor to stop ecological plunder
of the river and the seas and claim their economic, social, and cultural rights,” Catral said. (PR)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927069/baguio/local-news/1700-fisherfolk-march-
on-earth-day-to-stop-dredqing-for-black-sand-mining-in-aparri
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BAN Toxics pushes for toxics and wastes-free
schools in the Philippines

Eriday. April 22, 2022 Journal Online

environmental watchdog group BAN Toxics calls on the government to advocate for
toxics and wastes-free schools across the Philippines.

This year’s Earth Day theme is “Invest in Our Planet.”Earth Day is celebrated yearly to support
environmental rights and protection. The protection of children from toxic chemicals and wastes
should be prioritized because they are uniquely vulnerable to its adverse effects.

Students and teachers from T’Boli National High School and Edwards National High School
from T'Boli, South Cotabato also joined the call for a toxics-free future.

BAN Toxics has been advocating for sound chemicals and wastes management, with a special
focus on children’s protection through their Toxics-Free Schools Program (TFSP). The Toxics-
Free Schools Program was spearheaded in 2014 by BAN Toxics, with the support of the
Department of Education (DepEd).

The program’s goal was to make schools safe for children and faculty members and to increase
awareness on the issue of toxic and waste pollution in schools and homes. Moreover, the
program seeks to engage schools and communities on proper sound chemicals and wastes
management.

Toxics-Free Schools Program focuses on the toxic chemicals and wastes that might be found
in schools. The hazardous chemicals include lead, mercury, phthalates, cadmium, and arsenic.
Exposure to these chemicals pose serious health risks to children.


https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-pushes-for-toxics-and-wastes-free-schools-in-the-philippines/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
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Human exposure to lead comes from the use of fossil fuels, leaded gasoline, industrial facilities,
and use of lead-based paint in homes and schools. Primary sources of human exposure to
mercury are from mercury-added products such as dental amalgam and mercurial
thermometer, and gold mining activities. Phthalates are usually found in personal care products
such as soap and shampoo, as well as plastic-based school supplies. People are exposed to
cadmium through cigarettes, batteries, and cadmium-added paint. Primary exposure to arsenic
are from pesticides and drinking contaminated water and food.

The program also promotes proper and sound waste management both in school and at home.
This includes proper waste segregation, implementing the 3Rs, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle,
urban gardening and composting, and minimization of single-use plastics usage.

BAN Toxics is a non-governmental organization that strongly supports the protection of the
environment and advocates for an environmentally sustainable future through the promotion of
sound chemicals and wastes management practices. The organization continues to promote
the Toxics-Free School Program by partnering with academic institutions to protect children
from the adverse effects of toxic chemicals and wastes pollution.

“This Earth Day, we call on the government to take a stronger stance to protect children from
the harmful effects of toxic chemicals and wastes. We need to capacitate our schools and
communities to take action against toxic and waste pollution,” says Reynaldo San Juan Jr.,
executive director of BAN Toxics.

Source; https://journal.com.ph/ban-toxics-pushes-for-toxics-and-wastes-free-schools-in-the-
philippines/
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Earth Day pledge: Start shopping
sustainably at SM

BYBMPLUS APRIL 21, 2022

o
[ iyl } 3

W e
T =
B
A

B o

—

8 B
“REEP

e = S =
SM Mall of Asia main facade

In commemoration of Earth Day this 2022, the SM Store calls on its customers to join them in
making a conscious and deliberate shift toward green living.

“Our goal is to make sustainability as accessible as possible for all Filipinos nationwide. The
idea that living green is not something that can be integrated in our day-to-day life should be a
thing of the past. As we've learned, even the simplest of changes in the way we spend can
lessen our carbon footprint,” shares the SM Retail Inc President Ponciano Manalo.

As a leader in the retail space, the SM Store has always aimed to make life better for its
customers. With top-of-the-line product innovations, marketing, and a diversified portfolio of
brands and business partners, itis to no surprise that they have become the beloved household
brand Filipinos have come to know. Today, they are taking that mission to the next level by
addressing a fundamental barrier to shifting to green living— accessibility.

Associating affordability to living an eco-friendly lifestyle could possibly be the biggest hurdle
in allowing the concept to be widely accepted to the mass market. Green products were either
hard to find or too expensive. The SM Store, however, has already begun the push for more
affordable, sustainable options to meet the demand. Joined by a vast number of retail affiliates,
the fruits of this pursuit can already be found inside their stores.

"To date, we are working across our multiple channels—tapping SM’s partners and communities
in integrating a greener approach. From ensuring the processes are completely sustainable to
achieving the eco-friendly design, we hope that with our joined efforts, our customers and
stakeholders can reach a point where they will see how easy it is to embrace green living. More
than being a commitment to our people, it's an investment for our planet,” added Manalo.

Since the start of the pandemic, awareness and acceptance of adopting an eco-friendly lifestyle
has gradually increased. In a report published by Kantar in 2021, 75% of Filipinos are actively
seeking out brands that offer products or services that can lessen their environmental impact.
As concern toward the environment and the impending climate crisis become more widespread,
the need to implement more sustainable practices is becoming a shared call to action across
the globe.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bmplus/
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Making green shopping easier

As the leading retail brand in the country, the SM Store is doing its part in influencing customers
to make purchasing decisions that will help the environment and the planet.

The urgency to make sustainable living a practice is shared by customers and businesses alike.
In 2021, a study conducted by Euromonitor showed that 67 percent of customers across the
globe have tried their hand in creating positive impact by being more conscious of their own
purchases. As customers develop a more sustainable shopping behavior, demand for brands
that offer eco-friendly products and services has increased.

At the SM Store, brands with sustainable business practices are easily accessible to customers
seeking to build green habits. Making a conscious decision in living green is as easy as heading
over to the nearest SM Store. For more information about SM’s sustainability initiatives,
visit www.smgreenmovement.com.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/21/earth-day-pledge-start-shopping-sustainably-
at-sm/



http://www.smgreenmovement.com/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/21/earth-day-pledge-start-shopping-sustainably-at-sm/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/21/earth-day-pledge-start-shopping-sustainably-at-sm/

D Headline

= STRATEGIC April 23,2022
§ COMMUNICATION & — [ ] editorias
———— N TIATIVES ate [ ] cotumn
———

Opini
— SERVICE ABSCIBN NEWS CHANNEL 1O_f5 D pinion
Page D Feature Article

LOOK! Startling photographs from an eye-opening

Earth Day exhibit inspired by La Union’s waters

“Follow the Water,” which runs for a month, invites viewers to rediscover

Philippine waters and the challenges it's confronted with.
ANCX Staff | Apr 22 2022

When the pandemic lockdowns were implemented in 2020, documentary photographer
Hannah Reyes Morales, independent curator David Loughran, and creative and
communications strategist Samantha Zarandin found themselves in the small surftown of San
Juan, La Union.

With the Covid situation in Manila rendering them unable to do business and creative pursuits,
they said yes to the invitation of Nat Geo explorer Nicola Sebastian, who's been based in the
coastal town, to have a short vacation. The three intended to seek shelter, find healing, and
recalibrate their plans.
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The La Union waters proved nurturing, to say the least, allowing group not only to rediscover
themselves, but also nature around them. In the process, Morales, Loughran and Zarandin
found a deeper purpose for their stay.

“As artists, we thought we had to form our own response [to the pandemic situation], find a
venue so that people can continue to make art and tell stories,” Sebastian, a writer and surfer,
tells ANCX. Because San Juan provided a way for them to innovate, explore ideas and
possibilities together thru art, the group formed Emerging Islands, a coastal-based arts
organization and residency.

From ‘Langit Lupa, Impiyerno,’ by Geric Cruz

The project began with a workshop Morales led with fellow Nat Geo photographer Mandy
Barker who is globally acclaimed for her work involving marine plastic debris. They provided
training to photography students who come from different backgrounds—one was a marine
researcher, some were fine art photographers, and there was also a surf photographer. Over
the course of a few weeks, Morales and company also mentored them on the issue of plastic
in Philippine waterways.

From ‘Guardians of the Marsh,’ Photo by Gab Mejia

With the help of local communities in La Union, plastic sachets were collected from the area’s
waterways. The gathered trash was sent to Barker, a conservation photographer based in the
UK. She came up with an incredible artwork called “Dip Sea KISS,” a map of Luzon formed by
plastic sachets.

Barker’s work inspired the outdoor photography exhibition “Follow the Water,” which opens
Friday, April 22 at Flotsam and Jetsam Artist Beach Hostel, in San Juan. The photography
showcase, which runs for a month, invites viewers to rediscover Philippine waters and the
challenges it's confronted with, as well as journey to other coasts and islands across Southeast
Asia through photography.
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‘Butanding,’ by Hannah Reyes Morales

“What we’ve realized, as we explore other stories from other areas within Southeast Asia is
that they have similar questions, ideas and sensibilities when it comes to coastal culture,” says
Sebastian. “They have the same issues when it comes to climate change and environmental
degradation. There are really echoes and resonance across the different stories.”

The “Emerging Islands” project allowed the group to understand the idea of a global
archipelago. “We can start to connect over these issues of climate change, and understand
that we have to work on these problems together,” adds Sebastian.

From ‘Pearls,’ photo courtesy of Archie Geotina, Bren Lopez, and kit Agudo

Aside from Barker’'s work, the exhibition also features photographs of award-winning foreign
and local photographers. The foreign works include “The Banda Journal,” by Muhammad Fadli,
which explores the impact of colonization in a remote island in Indonesia; “Mekong, Mother of
Rivers,” by Huiying Ore, which documents the damming of the Mekong River in Laos; “What
the Water Gave Us,” by Woong Soak Teng, which takes a look at how objects of civilization
find their way to a riverbed in Vietnam.
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From ‘What the Water Gave Us,” by Woong Soak Teng

Works by Filipino photographers include “Langit, Lupa, Impiyerno,” by Geric Cruz, a long-term
project that looks at the devotees of Manila Bay; “Pearls,” a collaborative work by Archie
Geotina and Bren Lopez featuring lkit Agudo, which centers on Filipinas in surf; “Cities Made
of Water,” by Morales and Sebastian, which documents coastal communities in the heart of the
Coral Triangle; and “Guardians of the Marsh,” by Gab Mejia, which lovingly documents the
stewards of the Agusan Marsh amidst its destruction.

The exhibition likewise presents student work from the workshop mentored by Barker and
Emerging Islands.
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From ‘The Banda Journal,’ by Muhammad Fadli

Loughran says “Follow the Water” is a prime example of how artists can take on the issues of
the natural world. “It's not something that we do a lot in this country,” he observes. “That is why
this project has a workshop component—we want to show how artists could do things, think
about the issues in their local environment and to use art to tell those stories.”

Find out more about Emerging Islands on www.emergingislands.com.

Photo courtesy of Emerging Islands

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/ancx/culture/spotlight/04/22/22/look-an-earth-day-exhibit-
inspired-by-la-union-waters
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How ‘green’ is your mind?

Among the most potent problems that need stronger action is the protection of
environmental defenders. Danger and threat still lurk among indigenous
communities that are directly affected by the encroachment of mining activities
and infrastructure development.

Concept News Central

Today is Earth Day.

Yet as stalwarts for environmental consciousness have said time and again, such a day should
be every day.

Every single day, as we live and breathe.

The reasons are “as clear as day,” the idiom goes but the truth is, they are as hazy as the metro
skies.

It's interesting, though, that for this year, earthday.org has declared the following:

“This is the moment to change it all — the business climate, the political climate, and how we
take action on climate. Now is the time for the unstoppable courage to preserve and protect
our health, our families, and our livelihoods.

“For Earth Day 2022, we need to act (boldly), innovate (broadly), and implement (equitably).
It's going to take all of us. All in. Businesses, governments, and citizens — everyone accounted
for, and everyone accountable. A partnership for the planet.”

This is a call for unity — an urgent one that keeps resounding in the rumbling of volcanoes, the
rush of floodwaters, the cracking of ice caps.

The pandemic has even weighed in on the importance of this call to action, showing us within
a year of lockdowns and quarantines how big a difference we can make as humans to bring
back the kind of planet we used to have that would sustain us far into the future.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/concept-news-central/
http://earthday.org/
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Remember what happened when industries paused, populations were forced to stay home and
life slowed down? We got clearer skies, more breathable air, and animals in the wild coming
out of hiding.

A healthier environment, we saw, could be achieved, just as the Earth Day founders Senator
Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin and activist Denis Hayes on 22 April 1970 wanted people to
desire enough to do their part.

Millions of people in the US reportedly participated in the first Earth Day 52 years ago. The
annual movement that inspired global celebration resulted in governments creating laws that
would impact basic human needs like clean water, air, and energy sources, among others, to
sustain life.

Through the United Nation’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals, a framework is available for
all to do their share of “economic development and social prosperity while protecting the
planet.”

But frameworks are useless when they are simply relegated to words. It’s just as bad as taking
facts and embellishing them to suit one’s ends.

This is why it’s not just important, but crucial, to choose our next leaders with care.

As this year's Earth Hour movement also highlighted last 24 March, Filipino voters must look
into each candidate’s stance on biodiversity conservation and climate change.

All the hype about crowd volume in campaign rallies is for naught if we don’'t ask about the
candidates’ plans for or views on the environment.

If unity is the UniTeam’s rallying cry, how does it plan to bring this about in the realm of the
environment? While all presidential aspirants and their VPs recognize the urgency of the
climate crisis, not all of them share views on so-called “green issues” including renewable
energy, mining, and sharing resources in the West Philippine Sea.

What they all agree on is the need for reforestation and regulation of plastic use, but these have
been reduced to general terms as it seems we have yet to see a more widespread application
of solutions to these issues with long-term effects.

Among the most potent problems that need stronger action is the protection of “environmental
defenders.” Danger and threat still lurk among indigenous communities that are directly affected
by the encroachment of mining activities and infrastructure development. Will our next leaders
simply spout the right words but fail to protect our people, our land, and resources?

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/22/how-green-is-your-mind/
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Editorial: Earth Day

EDITORIAL

DAVAO

www.sunslar .COI“.-,'.?"/'dU'IU'J

April 22,2022

ON APRIL 22, 1970, the first Earth Day was organized by some 20 million Americans "to call
for increased protections for our planet.”

In 1990, Earth Day went global "mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries."

According to earthday.org, "Earth Day 1990 gave a huge boost to recycling efforts worldwide
and helped pave the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro."

In the past couple of years, Earth Day has reminded us to constantly take care of our home in
the vast universe -- Earth. At present one of the biggest threats to the livability on Earth is
climate change.

Recently, the United Nations (UN) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned that
climate change is expected to worsen in the next decades if nothing is done.

“The cumulative scientific evidence is unequivocal: Climate change is a threat to human well-
being and planetary health,” the panel said in a report by the Associated Press (AP) in February
28, 2022.

Report co-author Maarten van Aalst, a climate scientist for the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, was quoted in the same AP report saying that "all the risks
are coming at us faster than we thought before."

The report also noted the increasing temperature on Earth. It states that the world is currently
1.1 degrees warmer than in pre-industrial times. This is just a shy away from the global limit of
1.5 degrees, which was agreed upon by the nations under the 2015 Paris agreement.

The report states that if global temperatures go beyond 1.5 degrees, "then many human and
natural systems will face additional severe risks... some will be irreversible, even if global
warming is reduced.”

We are just brushing over the surface here and if you want to know more, the Climate Change
report can be downloaded from  https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/reports.



NP, STrATEC!C April 23,2022 L]
§% COMMUNICATION & sun star p Dalo EEditorial
Column

WSS INITIATIVES

-— SERVICE PHILIPPINES 20f2 [] opinion

Page D Feature Article

Nonetheless, we don't need this report to tell us the effects of climate change and global
warming when we ourselves can feel the changes. For example, Davao Region and Mindanao
are already experiencing storms and typhoons almost every year. Before we used to brag about
how the island is somehow not affected by the typhoons. But in recent years, the typhoon's
trajectory has been going lower by the year.

It can also be observed the drastic change in weather throughout the year. Like how it can be
rainy during the "dry season” wherein in the mornings we experience intense heat while in the
afternoons and evenings it is raining hard. The frequent rains are causing frequent flooding in
some parts of the city. These flooding are worsened by clogged canals due to garbage. While
floods in some areas have become deeper due to the lack of trees in upland areas.

Hence, Earth Day's theme is aptly dubbed "Invest in Our Planet." We have to invest in
preserving and protecting our health, our families, and our livelihoods.

"And while there is still time to solve the climate crisis, time to choose BOTH a prosperous and
sustainable future, and time to restore nature and build a healthy planet for our children and
their children, time is short," EarthDay.org said.

Let's do every effort we can, no matter how big or small, to take care of our home. Let's not
only do this on Earth Day only but every day as long as we live on Earth.

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927080/davao/opinion/editorial-earth-day



https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927080/davao/opinion/editorial-earth-day

A

STRATEGIC — April 23, 2022
COMMUNICATION & Da. ly D

— NI TIATIVES — Date
— Trilbuune

D Headline
D Editorial
D Column

f’ SERVICE e v Dhasi ly Tribwune .comnm 1 Of 1 D Opinion
Page D Feature Article
Daily Tribune was live,
16h- 3
As we celebrate Earth Day today, Atty. Alfred Campanano tells us the
scope of House Bill 9147 or the Single-Use Plastic Products Regulation
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LOOK: Earth Day is an annual event celebrated around the world to
demonstrate support for environmental protection. First celebrated in
1970, it now includes events coordinated globally by the Earth Day
Network in more than 193 countries.

#EarthDay

#DailyTribune
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Converge ‘greens’ Pampanga data center

CHARLENE A. CAYABYAB

April 22, 2022

WITH sustainability high on its agenda, leading fiber broadband provider Converge ICT
Solutions Inc. has switched to 100 percent clean energy to run its data center that is owned
and operated by its parent company, ComClark Network and Technologies Corp.

Converge shared this milestone on Earth Day 2022, signifying its commitment to ensure a
livable planet and environmental sustainability.

Converge recently entered into a supply contract with First Gen subsidiary, Greencore
Geothermal, to secure 14.4MW of geothermal energy for two years (or 7.2 MW per year) until
2024 for the Pampanga data center.

The contract was availed under the government’s Retail Competition and Open Access (RCOA)
as mandated by the Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 2001 (Epira) and with Greencore in
compliance with the Department of Energy’'s Renewable Portfolio Standards.

“As part of our green initiatives and overall sustainability commitment, we are progressively
moving towards the use of renewable energy in our operations. Data centers which operate
24/7 require a lot of cooling and thus, consume a lot of energy. This is the reason why we need
to ensure that our power requirement comes from renewable sources like geothermal energy
so that it will have less impact on the environment,” Converge Chief Executive Officer Dennis
Anthony Uy said.

“Converge is continuously looking for ways to further reduce its carbon footprint as we have
always believed that we need to protect the environment for our business to be sustainable and
continue to flourish,” Uy said.

In 2021, Converge concluded a similar agreement with Lopez Holdings’ First Gen, contracting
48 MW of geothermal energy until 2023 for the company’s headquarters in Pasig, Metro Manila
which also houses a data center.

"Greening" company operations is among the key principles of the Converge sustainability
framework, under the pillar of “Giving Back to Our Planet.” This sustainability framework is now
integrated in the overall company strategy to ensure Converge remains aligned with
environmental, economic, social, and governance goals as it pursues company growth.

Aside from switching to clean energy, Converge is eyeing to implement a solar hybrid system
to further cut down on energy costs, and exploring the viability of electric vehicle integration.

“Converge has set an internal target of reducing greenhouse gas scope two emissions by 75
percent by 2030, and achieving Net Zero by 2050, thereby adopting the globally set target in
the Paris Agreement as our own goal. We are committed to grow responsibly and sustainably,
as we fiber-power the country,” Converge Chief Strategy Officer Benjamin Azada said.

Source; https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1927059/pampanga/local-news/converge-greens-
pampanga-data-center
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Mitigating effects of climate change a private-
public collaboration -- advocates

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Apr 23, 2022 12:41:02 AM

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, April 23) — As the world celebrates Earth Day, environment
advocates renewed their call for a collaborative effort between the public and private sectors in
addressing the impact of climate change.

Speaking to CNN Philippines’ The Exchange, The Low Impact Filipina founder Angel Mata-
Jamilan said sustainable living is not the only way to address the environment problem.

“It's a collaboration among private sectors and of course we have to strengthen our government
policies, as well,” she said.

ECHOstore founder and owner Chit Juan shared the same sentiment. She noted that while
there are a number of initiatives coming from companies, the government has to put in place
policies to help protect the environment.

While more and more are getting involved in promoting sustainability, the country is still far from
achieving its climate action targets, according to Roderick De Castro, executive director of
Business for Sustainable Development.

"Systems have to be in place," de Castro said, citing the need to improve emission of coal-fired
plants to reduce their carbon dioxide levels, and to eventually shift to renewable energy.

Source: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/4/23/private-public-collaboration-vs-
climate-change.html
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Climate change

SENTINEL - Ramon T. Tulfo - The Philippine Star April 23, 2022 | 12:00am

President Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte hopes that his successor will outdo him in addressing the
problem of climate change, virtually admitting he didn’t pay much attention to its adverse side
effects.

He blames industrialized nations for contributing to carbon emissions that caused changes in
weather patterns, such as typhoons.

(Digressing, Mindanao used to be typhoon-free in my youth, but is now often visited by giant
storms, such as Supertyphoon Pablo, due to climate change.)

Digong admitted he used to be a skeptic of climate change but is now a believer of the
phenomenon.

The President said developing countries sustain huge damage due to the carbon being spewed
by factories in industrialized countries.

Digong warned that the next generation of Filipinos would face a problem if the climate change
issue was not addressed.

* * *

Among the greatest polluters in the country’s urban areas are motor vehicles, which emit thick
black smoke from their mufflers.

The thick black smoke from motor vehicles is caused by old, defective engines. This is due, in
part, to the poor-quality fuel that runs them.

Metro Manila is one of the most heavily polluted megacities in Asia because of the thick black
smoke from motor vehicles.

In my own little way, I tried to help in contributing to less carbon emissions from motor vehicles
by promoting Omstar DX-1, a US-made fuel conditioner.

Omstar DX-1 not only eliminates thick black smoke from vehicles — cars, trucks, buses and
even ships — it also cleans their engines, making them run smoothly on less fuel.

| used to be a skeptic on the efficacy of the fuel additive — the oil is poured into the gasoline or
diesel tank and oil crank — until | tried it on my old Toyota Land Cruiser.

The Toyota Land Cruiser, which | bought in the early 2000s, used to consume a full tank’s worth
of diesel every five days and emit black smoke.

When | used Omstar DX-1, the car ran on a full tank for seven days, which meant a 20-percent
saving on fuel, and its black smoke was gone.

The engine hummed like the car was new, making me enjoy music from the car stereo. Before
the US-made fuel additive, the sputtering noise from the SUV’s engine muffled the music from
the car stereo.

The exclusive distributor of Omstar DX-1 (formerly branded as D-1280X), an American
resident, gave me many samples of the fuel additive, which | shared with friends who were car
owners. They, too, came with glowing reports about the fuel additive.

In a lucky twist of fate (in my favor), the American distributor was recalled to the home office in
California, and | was made the exclusive distributor.
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| initially promoted the product among some government agencies with plenty of service
vehicles. Some government vehicles that tested the product yielded results similar to my Toyota
Land Cruiser’s and those of my friends’ cars.

But the problem came from the people “downstairs” who were asking for bribes, so they would
recommend the product to their superiors who had ordered the testing of the product in the first
place.

No way! Why should | bribe government functionaries when I’'m making government vehicles
run smoothly and emission-free, aside from saving fuel, to boot?

| witnessed corruption firsthand when government functionaries wouldn’t recommend Omstar
DX-1 to their superiors if | didn’t grease their palms.

It was not only in government, but also in private companies, that | was exposed to corruption
firsthand.

* * *
Omstar DX-1 is used by many companies in the US, Mexico and Europe.

The product has earned carbon credits from the European Union Emissions Trading System
for contributing to a carbon emissions-free environment.

A decade ago, | nearly closed a deal with Iran to supply that country with Omstar DX-1.

An Iranian official with the rank of minister surreptitiously came to Manila to talk with me and
my principals from California.

Iran, | learned from the minister, is one of the most polluted coutries in the world.

The deal didn’t push through because of Iran’s problematic relations with the US, the source of
Omstar DX-1.

* * *

The passing of Ambassador to China Chito Sta. Romana was a big loss to us, especially when
it comes to our relations with our superpower neighbor.

Nobody understood China more than Sta. Romana, who lived in that country from 1971 to
1986. He was part of a student delegation to the then Bamboo Curtain, and he chose to remain.

He joined ABC News from 1989 to 2016 to cover China, first as a correspondent and later as
its bureau chief.

Mainland Chinese considered Sta. Romana one of their own not only due to his long stay in
China, but also because he spoke fluent Mandarin, their national language.

Sta. Romana may be credited for keeping our tension-filled relations with China on an even
keel.

Our quarrel with China concerns sovereignty over some areas and islands in the South China
Sea, which we call the West Philippine Sea.

Sta. Romana’s appointment as ambassador to China probably doused our simmering relations
with our giant neighbor with cold water.

Because he was a former journalist, Sta. Romana helped me in my work as special envoy to
China for public diplomacy.
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Chito gave me information about Chinese personalities in the country, such as Michael Yang,
who ingratiated himself with President Duterte and has given the latter headaches because of
his capers.

Chito was always accessible to Filipinos working or vacationing in China. | could call Chito on
his cellphone at any time during office hours and even off-hours.

Let’'s hope the guy who replaces Sta. Romana matches his savvy in diplomacy and in being a
Sinophile.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/04/23/2176110/climate-change
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Non-recyclable materials, puwedeng ipalit sa pagkain sa ‘May pagkain sa
basura’ program ng...

o6 views = Apr 22,2022 5 1 GF DISLIKE > SHARE =+ SAVE ...

% FIVe SUBSCRIBE
L 1.54M subscribers

Mon-recyclable materials, puwedeng ipalit sa pagkain sa 'May pagkain sa basura’ program ng
barangay sa Davao City

SHOW MORE

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9rDStuqiX8
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Mark Carney says Putin’s war is making
climate fight harder

BYBLOOMBERG NEWS
APRIL 23, 2022

Vladimir Putin in 2021.
Mark Carney, the former Bank of England governor, said Russia’s war on Ukraine and a
deepening energy crisis would lead to a near-term increase in the financing of fossil fuels and
a rise in greenhouse gas emissions.

The comments by Carney, who is now vice chair of Brookfield Asset Management and the co-
chair of a global alliance that's promised to end financed emissions, show that efforts to fight
climate change are being complicated as geopolitical turmoil sets the agenda for capital flows.

“One of the things that’'s going to happen is that because of Russia’s unjustified invasion and
the response to that, there is going to be more investment in fossil fuels and financing of fossil
fuels in the near term,” Carney said in an interview Thursday from the International Monetary
Fund’s spring meeting in Washington. “Near-term there’s more emissions; this situation makes
the job harder.”

Banks have so far been reluctant to acknowledge they’ll need to shelve their near-term climate
goals in response to the war.

Putin’s belligerence has turned Russia into an international pariah, with the West urgently trying
to wean itself off the country’s oil, gas and coal.

That's put pressure on other producers to ratchet up supplies, in a development that threatens
to raise emissions at the worst possible time for the climate. The United Nations
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change recently issued a stark alert that the world’s
emissions must peak immediately to have a shot at keeping the temperature from rising more
than 1.5° Celsius.

It's been a year since Carney unveiled the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, a coalition
of the biggest names in banking, investing and insurance that’'s pledged to eliminate portfolio
emissions.

Over that same period, banks have provided more than $600 billion in capital to oil, coal and
gas producers, roughly unchanged from the previous year, according to Bloomberg data. And
major asset managers still hold about $550 billion in fossil-fuel developers, an analysis by
Reclaim Finance shows. Those figures don’t capture the full picture of the transition work that's
under way, according to Carney. But he also said that capital flows into renewable energy
remain well below where they need to be. “The brutal reality” is that financing for clean energy
sources is only one-third of the level it needs to reach, he said. Convened by the United Nations,
GFANZ comprises seven groups spanning all corners of the financial industry.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/bloomberg/
https://www.gfanzero.com/membership/
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Signatories representing a combined $130 trillion in assets must commit to use science-based
guidelines to document their path toward net-zero carbon emissions, and to provide 2030
interim goals. Michael R. Bloomberg, the owner and founder of Bloomberg News parent
Bloomberg LP, has been co-chair of GFANZ together with Carney since November.

The disconnect between the proliferation of net-zero pledges and the continued flow of cash
into fossil-fuel producers last month prompted UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres to appoint an expert group to police the net-zero movement. And the Science Based
Targets initiative is now planning to withhold net-zero certification from banks and asset
managers that don’t meet deadlines to cut the flow of capital to fossil-fuel production.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/23/mark-carney-says-putins-war-is-making-
climate-fight-harder/
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Europe lashed by extreme weather as climate crisis
grows

Agence-France-Presse
PARIS, France — Europe endured record extreme weather in 2021, from the hottest day and
the warmest summer to deadly wildfires and flooding, the European Union’s climate monitoring
service reported Friday.

While Earth’s surface was nearly 1.2 degrees Celsius warmer than pre-industrial levels last
year, Europe saw an average increase of more than two degrees, a threshold beyond which
dangerous extreme weather events become more likely and intense, the Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S) said.

The warmest summer on record featured a heatwave along the Mediterranean rim lasting
weeks and the hottest day ever registered in Europe, a blistering 48.8C (120 degrees
Fahrenheit) in Italy’s Sicily.

In Greece, high temperatures fuelled deadly wildfires described by the prime minister as the
country’s “greatest ecological disaster in decades”.

Forests and homes across more than 8,000 square kilometres (3,000 square miles) were
burned to the ground.

A slow-moving, low-pressure system over Germany, meanwhile, broke the record in mid-July
for the most rain dumped in a single day.

The downpour was nourished by another unprecedented weather extreme, surface water
temperatures over part of the Baltic Sea more than 5C above average.

Flooding in Germany and Belgium caused by the heavy rain — made far more likely by climate
change, according to peer-reviewed studies — killed scores and caused billions of euros in
damage.

As the climate continues to warm, flooding on this scale will become more frequent, the EU
climate monitor has warned.

“2021 was a year of extremes including the hottest summer in Europe, heatwaves in the
Mediterranean, flooding and wind droughts in western Europe,” C3S director Carlo Buontempo
said in a statement.

“This shows that the understanding of weather and climate extremes is becoming increasingly
relevant for key sectors of society.”

— ‘Running out of time’ —

The annual report, in its fifth edition, also detailed weather extremes in the Arctic, which has
warmed 3C above the 19th-century benchmark — nearly three times the global average.

Carbon emissions from Arctic wildfires, mostly in eastern Siberia, topped 16 million tonnes of
CO2, roughly equivalent to the total annual carbon pollution of Bolivia.

Greenland’s ice sheet — which along with the West Antarctic ice sheet has become the main
driver of sea level rise — shed some 400 billion tonnes in mass in 2021.

The pace at which the world’s ice sheets are disintegrating has accelerated more than three-
fold in the last 30 years.


https://mb.com.ph/author/agence-france-presse
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“Scientific experts like the IPCC have warned us we are running out of time to limit global
warming to 1.5C,” said Mauro Facchini, head of Earth observation at the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for Defence Industry and Space, referring to the UN'’s
science advisory panel.

“This report stresses the urgent necessity to act as climate-related extreme events are already
occurring.”

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/04/22/europe-lashed-by-extreme-weather-as-climate-crisis-
grows/
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EARTH DAY @

TINGNAN: Bilang paggunita sa Earth Day, ilang volunteers ang nagsagawa ng clean up drive para
linisin ang beach at landfill na puno ng basura sa Mumbai, India.

COURTESY: REUTERS/Francis Mascarenhas

Bisitahin ang www.gmanews.tv para sa iba pang balita.

oo &% Bea Maduro and 2K others 45 Comments 86 Shares

Source: https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/posts/10160914249636977



https://www.facebook.com/gmanews/posts/10160914249636977
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" DENR turns over land to DOF{’S ﬁl“iﬁ '

ACTING Fnvironment Secrefaryfim ~ Alabang. ney towanéy RITM acquusition of ad-

Sampulna has a one gift o the RITM Director Celia C. Carlos  dilional lobs,” said Carlos.
commiry's health res am — a  thanked theDENR forfacilitating the Carlus added that the additional
9,000 square meter land. preparation of the deed of convey-  paree! of land will help expand the
Last Apnl 8, Sampulna on signed  ance, and for allocating the land in lacility’shealthcare servicesand tech-

4 deed of conveyance on a paccel of theirfavor, nuting thatoneofthefacil.  nwlopes.

at will be lucned over 1o the  ity's qymblemn was the Jack of space. RITM currently lumses 18 National
: i ishimacknowledge thebighelp  Reference Laboratories in infectious
provided by Land Man ent B discases, whichallow health carework:
rean Director At hg yne V. Tal-  ers and professionals to con-
v ahs and her sk who guded and fiemabiry tests, and knpl it qual-
_supgorledusmallslag;esomm]«m- ity assurance. Jonldlll'r-u

m&ﬂmﬁﬂudm ﬂlefil‘stsa‘vme-
aculmv-. i
m2

Itgmuupfmm
1 pandemic in 2009,
&n‘m mtﬁrea 4 )-

km2013

St Fodela i Yy
Enho outbreak in 2018',,3;&&"5&{5-. i
oV oulbrealk in 2019, ¢

mecemmmml&m
Pmdmmodngomnuﬁre'sl’m
1:?;“&313 No. t;z% .;!a“u?de1 Jan. 6, 24022,
les that ammg-
land within ﬂl: oh - Stock
I‘ ‘arm, Muitinfupa City, will be for™
RITM building site purposes,
Sarmpiibna said the 9,07 7-scquare
meter land is adjacent to the current
site of the heulth resparch facility in-
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4 eco warriors feted
posthumously

BY NEIL ATCORER

The Departmenti of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR)
honsrad pestimmonsly four
environmental hernes over
the weekend in ceramonies
held al its central office in
Quenon Cily.

The awardees were forest
rangers Ronaldo Corpuz and
Bienvenida Vegnilla Jr, NENR
informant Gaudencio Arada,
ikl community environment
and natural resources offiver
{CENRO) Miliarele *Milet”
Bulsan-Panaligan,

Abrainehild of {urmer DENR
Secretary Ramon Pgje under
the Environmental Heroes
Foundation Ine., honoring
axemplary contmbutions by
people on ecological protection
is now on its third year.

Corpuz was recognized
[ur his action in Ocipber
2019 when as a forest
ranger in Munoz, Nueva
Eeija, he, along with other

Venguilla was cornered
when four men armed with
balos and & homemade
shotgun waylaid his team.
He was lidckedtodeath by
the men.

law enforcement personnel,
condueted anti-timber
poaching surveillance in
Barangay Portal in Rizal
provinee,

Several pieces of illogal
Tumber were seized fram that
operation of Dantay Gubat. An
unidenciied gmman later fatally
shot Carpuz in front of his house

Arafia, an informant of
CENRO Munoz, was responsible
in giving information on illegal
logging aclivities within the
municipalitics of Pantangan
and Rizal, Nueva Eeija.

[Tis tips led to the
apprehension of several
illegally sonrced wood
praducts which earned the ire
of imzernpnieus individuals,

Arafia was gunned daown
by (wo unidentificd male

- suspects on 11 September

2019 long the provineial road
in Barangay Poblacion Norte,
Rizal, in this proviner,
Meanwhile, on 4 Seplember
2009, a group of [orest rangers
led by Venguilla conducted
inspections of nalural
greening program plantation

- sites In Barangav New Lbaliay,
Fl Nido, Palawan,

On their way out of the

forest. they chaneed upon
cutting trees wilh a chain
'The men scampered away
Lhe leam of Vepguilla se
the chainsaw. iy

Venguilla was corne
when four men armad
boles and & homemade shm
waylaid his team. Tle
hacked  death by the me

Panaligan stood oul us war
courageous CENRO officer
she had openly declared
wrillingiess to die for the sen
She was the No. 2 CENR(
terms of apprehensions on
illegal logging cases. *

She died of complicat
due to a lingering diseas:
Angust 2015,

Former Chiel Just
Reynato Puno, the chai
Lhe Environmental Hen
Foundation Ine., thanked
honarees for their saerifi
and fur giving their lives
protect the environment ¢
natural resonree. .

“The ulrimale sacrifi
you have made are beyt
mathemalical caleulslic
— beyvond any algebr:
formula, money-wise. B
assured, however, Lhal |
environmental foundali
will tall and retell your her
efforts for the narratives ul
will provide enduring vah
for the foimdation of a futt
Lhat will lases,” he said.

Buch of the respecti
Lamilics of the enwironmen
heroes received a trophy a
cush assistaner of P300,00
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'green initiatives, please

Ty LISOH A ABISHORIY

senarortal candidate and House
Lepuly Speatier Loren Legarda hes
callad for more nibatives W procecy
and preseive the savironment as siie
lod on Friday, April 22 Lhe counrry's
cheervance of Larth Day,

legarda, 2 known enviranmer 1:]
chaipivn, urped Che sovernment, pri
vate sectar, and Civil sociely in enrare
in projects and sragrams rhat would
address avsrexploitativna, hahivar Ings
and pollution.

“In light of the last detlinirg
slabe af onr environmens due to aur
destruclive ways and the Inteasify
{ug effects of the climate crisis, ot
us be the Eacth's defenders wiha are
necded taday and toorrew. Let us
condinue o help bring Dacic the 1ite
of our planet. so our children and
TuZure penerztions can alss marvel at
irs heauty, vatuloy nating payabuingin
ang pamiaat sigha ng ating kalikasan
(Let's cumcinae ‘o rnriure the heauty
aitd zest of ~he suvironment!,"” she
appealed,

“We should not simply appreciate
aur nlavet and all 1ife o it We have
fo nratect (i, we have to Bight fon i,
and as this year's cleeme tells us, we
hawe to invest In it," the Antigue
Congressanman stressed,

Legarda tiade the slalement 75 she
fed the "Tagyoubong 2022: Enrichment
Tree-Planting Activity” of Philip

pine native tree specios

hy ‘he Departmeni of En
il Matura Hevonrres

reanzed

irommenl
Blodlversile

Minagemient Borean | DENR-BME), .
the Abpal Cenlre For Bindiversity
(ACH), and the Llimate Chenge Com-
mission (00, al the Winoy Agning
Barks

ana Wildlite Capter (MAI'W)
i Gty in ohse cooof this
yeor's Farth ay celabration with che
ghobal rhewe, “ticvest in nur Planag

The NAPWE is @ legisiated protert-
= zre ifivd o5 a national
pPATY wader Pepuilic dct (RAY 11038
[The Txpansied Hational Integrated
Protes s vd Areas Syetem (FNIPASS Act
of 2018, o law thar Legarda avthored
inthe senate, which declarad 94 nat-
nural parics, protecied landseapes o
seaseapes, and resaives as prolecced
areas nndar natianal law, bringing
the tolal nurmber of areas protecied
Ly Taw oy

e enaclinent of the ENIPAS
meesure has henefired protected areas
in the counloy, by giving more arcass
to funcing for conservation programs
as wall ac the prosccution of prohibited
acts enumerated in the law, " said Lie
former threp-term senator

Legarilea, o Nativnalist Peopla's
Coalibion (NEC) skalwars rumning un
ceor the Upileam Danner, is the only
senatorial candidate with & clear rrark
record and legislative agenda on en-
virenmensal protecrion and climate
change adsplation.
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OFF TO SERA stgtitecn oiveritiey sea tirtle hatehings weve refease
Cavite on Friday, April 22, 2022, to commemorate International

Resourcas Dfficer Arianne Joyee ugal, Isla Bowita's Bantay Dagat head Nestor Lianoza,

Bonita an Warch 3. Bantay Dagat voluntaers pratected the area u
=3 - ﬁ"g‘,""’ﬂ,’ S -

as!luﬂaio’n 2, Barangay Bagbag, usario,
I Eaith !“-"ﬂi'-.'"!m}hﬁ@ﬂﬁwmmmﬁmmmmﬂ »

e s ‘ T sy sl e 033, Seaman Flist Clags Mark Anthony Verans and Apprentice -
Seaman Alnijar lsmael ofmfﬂlpppqtomﬁm in Rosario, Cavite, Lianoza, a flshennan, said he saw a turtle WH;Y S

L

‘mi‘m:"g@sﬁw_«e hatched. PHOTO BY DENNIS ABRINA

’

on the beach of lsla
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By DENNIS
ABRINA

ROSARIC, Cavite - Lx-
swily 18 mew hatelidin
the Olive Ri nr—
tles breed were raleaced
IMnB the sea 4;;};13 l!tmmi
in Barangay Baghag, Apri
ZDD'.:g:.an eeleb.tft'mn of
lulemauonnl Earth Day.
It will be rocadlal fat co
March 3, 2122 fshamren wit-
neseads Rt cazconthe
sy pert dwme,
it was lnlrr r\armrl “Pirol”
* Themother Olive Ridley
Sea Turte was called "“Pu-
iol” becade of the broken
Jeg un ity feft rear vide.

bab;- Larties selcasing
- actviby was kal by Armoane
~ Jegve Mogol, DENRVENRE
1t of Environment
and Rutural Besounees - Pro-
vinial Frnnmomment end Nat-
ural Ressumces Offce-Cavite,
Nester Llancza, Dentay Dia-
ﬁ-\\vm\'RO ﬂl\'emru, rand
Coast
Giard (PUTRosanin .
Acconding (o] Enoza, baly
turths llu\(. wwalk oo darsus.
bexsnse: 1 the earth’s magnetic
"Tmpmsﬁeﬂaafthwwil
cfler 20 }mrs o
lkm
two to fve times when a
mnleg,lves lhimhesamc

4p['u_-‘_b'

Baby Olwe Bldley sea ;urtles released for Int| Earth Day

Asdanne Joyce Mugol, DENR
Bamtay Dagst-MENRO, SN Verano, and ASN Ismael of
PCG-Rosarto Cavite led the release of the baby turties on-
M”,M,MMGWMM
. Fhoto By Dennis Abrina

Nestor Lianoza,

{ 2
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DENR gets boost from

P1.1-B project

ecanumic growth though the con-

BY EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ

b

1E Department of Environment and Natural

Resources’ (DENR) P1. 1-billion Sustainable

: Interventions for Blodwerslty, QOceans and

Landscapes (Sibol) project is seen boostmg

environmental protection and supporting
economic activity in far-flung rural areas.

Tunded by the United States
Agency for International Develop-
ment (LISAId), Sibol has elevated
Philippimes’ appreciation for natu-
ral tesources and hiodiversity
protection. 'Ihe pruject has trained
Filipino naturalpesotirce managers

will ptesen’e the country’s bwdt—
versity, oceans and landscapes,”
said 118Aid Philippines Environ-
went Office Director John Edgar,

Natural resource manapers and
researchers from (e DENR, Bu-
rean of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, Nationad Economic and
Development Authority, Palawan
Council for Sustainable Develap-
ment and six public iniversities
leasied varions methods for mea-
suring the value of benefits desived
from the envirnnment such as
tood, water and [uel, 5oil conserva-
tion and coastal protection,

*This [eapability will help in|
updating the country’s assel ac-

on haw Lo properly account for
environmeni-piovided benefits.

A tolal vl 275 goverament stall
and researchers from Philippine
public imiversilies has completed 4
three-month maining that vill sup-
port the povernment’s promotion of

— i

runits, or the valhue of esources
tound in Philippine forests, coral
reefs and [slieriés,” said the DENR.
According to the Workl Con-
servation pMonitering Center, the
Philippines is ope of 17 megadi-
verse cauntries i the world, wiich
account for 70 percent of the entire
planetssperies of fora and fauua,
Sibol is a five-year patural re-
sources management and bio-
diversity conservation projeet. It
15 among the biggesr and inust
ITpolant initiatives in the coun-
try that could profoundly impaet
the environment in generations to
weine, according to USAid.
Lannched m 2020, Sibo! aims

servalion of the county'secosystens,
The training serves as a founda-
tion tor inwwrporatng envison-
mental valuation int the design of
economic plans at the local level.
The Philippines’ capahility to
quantify the economic value of its
natural resources will e apiplied in
natural capital accoundng,
"When we have competent
natural resannce managers wha are
able o account for and monitor
the geonomic value of ecosystem
senaices, e country is in a hetter
pusition to understand the drivers
behind natusul resource deplesian,
It's a necessary intervention that

10 wark wuh the government
1o achieve its goaly of Improv-
ng naturyl resource goveruce,
stimulating public and privae
sectar investments, and reducing
envizonmenial cime,

Such goals will lead te meater
ecosytem stability and inclusive
green grawth Sibol has four sires
in the following keyv protecred
areas in the Philippines: Masinloe
Oyovn Bay Protected Landscape
and Seascape; Pucrto Princesa
Subterranean River Nationd Parle
and Clecpatia’s Needle Farest
Reserve: Mantalingahan Protected
Landscape; and Siargao lsland
Protecizd Landscapeand Seasaipe,
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Campalgn posters
removed from trees

THE Department of Environmeant
and Natural Resources in Region

12 (DENR-12) has removed a tatal

of 7,229 campaign materials

nailed and dangled on trees

across the Succsksargen region.
DENR-12 Director Felix Alicer

said the region-wide removal

of campaign posters and

paraphernalia fram trees, dubbed

"Oplan Baklas,”was carrled outon

Wednesday.
“This was in close coordination

‘with our partners, the

Commission on Elections, local
government units, police and
the Environmental Management
Bureau, and Mines and
Geosdences Bureau” Alicer said,
Alicer also said maost of the

removid campaign materials

from local and national
candidates were made of
tarpaulin, plywood and fahric
streamers,

Based on reports from the

provincial DENR offices, about

6,063 posters were removed from
treas in South Cotabate, 717 in

- North Cotabato, 256 in Sarangani

Province and 193 in Sultan
Kudarat.

The pravincialand
community offices of DENR-

- 12 have already conducted

aperations in their respective

areas of respansibility prior to
the simultaneous Oplan Baklas

‘operations.

Alicer appealed to all
candidates and their supporters
to sirictly follow the law and
spare the trees from campaign
materials.

“There are designated
common poster areas for the
candidatas, and the treas are
not one of thosa. We have to

‘spare tha trees from these

election materials since
these trees pravide various
environmental benefits to us;/”
he said,

Allcer also added that vialators
could face legal sanctions if
they continue ta ignore the
provisions of unnouse!ochon and

-environmental laws.,

Under Republic Act 3571,
cutting, destroying, or
injuring planted or grawing
trees, flowering plants,
shrubs, or plants of scenic
value alang public roads,

In plazas, parks, school
premises, ar an any other
public pleasure grounds Is
prohibited.

The synchronized national
and local election Is set on May 9,
2022,

FRANZ SUMANGIL
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ads, says DENR-8

“He said putting the campargn posters an frees violate at least two laws — Republic Act 3571 which prohibits the cutfing,
destroying, or injuring of trees along public roads, in parks, schools, and other public areas, and Presidential Decree 853 that
es unauthorized cutting, damagmg and m;urmg frees.

penaliz
BY ELMER RECUFRDNO

TACLOBAN CITY — The Department of
Enwirorunent wiid Natural Resourees (DENR)
in Eastern Visayns renewed s call to all
canlidates in the 2022 national and local
tlections to refrain from putting campuign
maierials on trees.

This, s the ageney marked the Earth
Day celebration with “Operation Baklas," a
simultaneous regionwide drive to remove
Ginpaign materials poated on trees.

Tt ndded that caunpaign posters of hath
national sl local candidates thar were cither
{led or railed ontreesmmwmdmmagor‘
ihoroughtirns all aver the region s ey violafo
both environmental laws and Commission on

Flections (Camelec) puidelines.

DENRS regivnal executive divector Arturo
Fn.dnquela said the trees are not legitimate
areas for putsing up eledion marterials
and advised candidales and their political
supperters to fillow cloction provisions as to
where they should put up campaign materials.

“The Earth Day is a Limely reminder for the
candidates und their supporters to practice
un erwironmem-riendly election campaign,®
Fadriguela said.

“The ‘Operafion Rakdas' intends (o onve
again remind the general public (tut ndorning
our trees with posters, especially when using
nails, could damuge their healrth mmmons,
he added.

He said putting the campaign posters on

trees violate at leust, two laws — Republic.m
3571 which prohibits the cutting,

or igjuring of (rees along public roads, in
parks, schools and other public arcas, and
Presidential Decree 058 that penalizes
mauﬂmrbed cutting, dmnagingam nuutmg

Fadnquelaulsourgeda!lcamﬁdatesaml
their political supporters to voluntarily remove
campaign materials that are nailed or pasted
u-uesasawwofshmmgmemsunpmtlo
protect the environment.

Aside from DENR and Comelec, other
agencies that participated in the removal of
canpaign materials inciude the Department
of Public Works and Highways, Philippine
Nalivnal Police and lacal government wnils.
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129K hectares of Region 3 forests rehablhtated

SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga: More lhan
129,000 hectares (ha) of dennded
forest lands and watersheds in
Central Luzon have been reha-
hilitated since the Enhanced Na-
tional Greening Program (E-NCP)
starled in 2011, the Department
of Envirenment and Matural Re-
sources (1JENR) Region 3 (Central
| nzon) office hee said Tuesday.
Tayuito Moteno Jr. executive
director of DENR-Region 3, said
the E-NGP in Lhe region was
strenpthened to mitigale the po
tential impacts of climate change.
"Preserving our torest cover
and making more of our forest
landscapes intact is an important
component of the governmenl's
climate change mitigatinon pro
gram," he said in a statement
Moteno said Lhe agency es-
tablished more than 3,200 ba of
batghoo plantation in 2021 amid
thaCovid-19 pandemic.
This, he said, is in addition 10
the mare than 14,000 ha of bam
hoaplaitations under NGP belore

tl’e orwd of the healtl: erisis.

Moreno said partnership and
collabaration with private firms
were also strenuthiened tu sustain
these plantations, where more
than 3,800 ha of unfunded NGP
areas have been adapted by differ-
i1l organizations,

He admitted that the task of
ensuring the survival of planted
trees needs more manpaower and
resoyrces that the DENR rannot
provide.

“I'his is where the private sector
comes in by adopting established
RGP plantations, where the comi-
pany cotmits to continue the fight
for a betrer tomorow,” he said.

The DENR has alsu parmered
with families in upland areas,

peaples’ organizatiens, the Phil

ippine National Police. Bureau of
Tize Prorection and the Philippine
Army in the region to monitor the
dtvdopmem of plantations and
facilitate guick response tu [oiest
fices and repocted illegal forest
activities in NG areas,

M More than 125,004 hectares of denuded forest lands and watersheds
in Contral Luzon have been rehabilitated under the Enhanced National
Greening Program since 2011, PNA PHOTO

Apact from its ecological vahe,
(e NG has generated 154,15! 5ijubs
in the repion for plantatioz mainte-
nance and protection activites.

“We see mare jobs being provid
ed o lncal communities including
our Indigennus People, especially
at a ime like this, when the econ-
amy is still reeling fom the effects

of the pandemic,” Murena said.

NGP aims o reforast 1.5 mi
licn ha of denuded lands an
watersheds in the country:

It was expanded until 202
under Ixecutive Order 193 (0t
iorest and develop e remaini
degradid forest arcas natioa Wi
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Candidates urged ',tO'
act on climate crisis

THE Filipino youth on Fridaw
reneved their call for presidential
aspirants ta ensure climarte justice
and climate action is the next ad-
ministration’s top agenda,

The call was niade in the afier-
math of Typhoon “Agaton” and
ahead of Eacth Day, as Creenpeare
and vouth partners delivered
“love letters” from Tilipiros
across the country to 2022 presi-
dential candidates’ headquarers
in Melro Manila.

This was one of the activites
tjndpr the “Love, 52" youth and
elections campaign, led by vouth
organizations flom various sec-
tars, topether with Greenpeace,
The groups are calling on the
presidential candidate who will
win on May 9, 2022 Lo protect
communities and ensure that the
country’s next generation will not
experience Lhe worst impacts of
the cinate crisis.

. Thegroupsarealso calling on the

candidates to stand for inclusive,
transparent and inspired models
of governance that are fully ac-
countable ta peaple and which
protect and sltengthen democratic
processes and institutions,

“This eleclion poses a gross
lack of discourse on the climate
CTisis — at a time wlhen scientists
around the world are stand
ing up for climate justice.” said
Love, 52 vouth partner Cris Jamil
Hertez, fram (he Better Normal
Youth Mavement. “Meanwhile,
typhoons continue to claim lives,
homes and livelihood. We can't
keep playing catch-up wich onr
climate; vur tucure leaders must
listen to the voulh.”

- "Ouwr generation and future
ones have the most to lose if aur
next Jeaders still dmose;:m silidly
by, said Lawe, 52 youth partnes
Carmela Adelantar, from the
National Sociery of Parliamentar-
1ans Inc. “They need to hold the
world's bigpest pallnters account-
able for the crisis we're mcmg,

and come up with coherent plans
thatwill at least help us stay alive
heyand the next decade.”

“We no longer have time to
wair. The next administration
mus place dimate action as top
prio:ity agenda,” said Greenpeace
cdmpaigner Joanna Sustento.
“The climate crisis is net just
abnut the environment — it's
about food, water, lives, health
and the economy. They also need
Lv ensure that democralic process-
es and institutions are proteced
and strengrhened.”

Greenpeace believes thar there
ueeds to be stronger climate ac-
gon at hame,

In parlicular, the environment
group said that the Philippine
gavernment must hold [ossil
fuel companies accountable for
the climale cisis and call on
other countries w do the same.
"It must also lead the eall for a
global phase out of fossil fuels
toward a just transition to renevy-
ahle energy.*

The group also highlighted the
need to call on rich countuies for
mote ambitious ewissions reduc-
1inns targets, more money far cfj-
mate finance and compensation
for loss and damage and, at the
samg time, ensute rapid transition
to renewable energr at hame by
phasing out coal, stopping fos-
sil gas expausion and targeting
a 50-percent conuibution for
renewahle energv in the energy
miic by 2030,

Also, Greenpeace nrged the
povecninent to ensure that the

Climate Ewergency Declaration is

Lollowed through wilh a coherent
climate plan. "The governawent
must institure climale action as
the cential pulicy of the state, and
must protect people and climate
on the basis of climate justice.
Climare aclion must also be at
the heart of the comntry’s Covid
recovery plan,” il said,

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ |
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forachieving the Paris Agreement's

gree Celsius long-Llenn tem

uie goal doses. Scientists

s conduded thal emissions
musl fall tnnediately,

Global wamming beyond 1.5 C
will dlirupl basic social and ern-
nomic acrivites, 1 will ranstorm
human life as we know it It is the
global warming threshold that
will enahle vilneable developing
cauntiies like the Philippines w
survive and theive.

We need to push the climate
agenda farward (o protect the
interests of and deliver social
Justice W mest-hit communities.
The Covid 19 pandemic tauglit us
three ways: as a test of our current
coping mechanisms, as a drill Loz
future crises, aud ax a wake-up call
tor the conecion of the health
crisis to the destiction of biodi-
versify and ecosystems on which
we all depend.

The celebration of Larth Day
‘manifasts ong impartant mattes:
Climate chiange should not be ad-
dressed in isolation but through
an elfective collaboration afeffarts
from different fields and special
izations (o ensure the safety of our

“Climate action beqms at home
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* have [v accept the sober-
ing realiry that the world is
0ol as advanced and as resiliant
as we think it 10 he, Despite gains
made (v address societal issues,
we remain unprepaced for the
life-threatening challenges that
QoIne OUr way, AS we cantiniie (o
celebrate karth Month — yester-
day was Earth Day — this is an
epporune twe for solidarity,
caring and empathy.
Theglobal clinale emergency is

the imost disastrous and lingering

arisis the world will ever have. Its
massive scale has never been more
gvident than today, The release of
the Intergovermungnial anel on
Climate Change's three working
group reparts in the past months
rerinds us that our futire reniaing
fragile and uncertain unless we act
immediately. The seven warmes:
years on record have all been in
the pasl seven years (2015-2021),
and the trend s set W continue.

the dimate crisis affeas food
producton, water security, sef-
tlemenrs, jobs amd livelihoad,
human welfare, safery and secu-
rity, paverty teduction, economic
growth and consequently the
pecple amid the realities W fule.

“We are all responsible for cre-
ating a sustainable and healihy
planet regardless of pender, age,
religion and nationality. Climate
action hegins at home. We must
rdise vur voices and take action to
assure that onr future continues to
be safe and sustainable.

Buthow can an nrdinary citizen
do this very challenying task? | ct
me share three simple acts:

- We must understand szhat
climate change is, its eftects and
hove we cdn address it. Conrinu-
ously search for sualegies not to
cantribute to the prevailing crisis,

— We help raise awareness. There
8 now a momentum and discos-
sions and peaceful ebellions have
conunenced. All we have to do s
learn how to sustain it and move
foveard. With the power ol secial
media, we have at our fingers the
power to act, influence and mobi-
lize athers by ising awarencss.

- We inngvate. We can identity
and challenge existing efforts and
break through hariess, We van bring
(resh and innovative perspectives.

‘The latest dimate science is un-
equivocal. The climale emergency

ALL ABGUS
CHOICES.

LUDWIG D,
EDERIGAN

overall pursuit of sustainahle
development. There is no doubt
that the Sustainable Develapmen|
Goals are under constant thrcat
[rom our inaction.

We have seenm, many lnws, the
impact o satura hazard exrremes
and the prevalence of disaster ns&,
exacebated by dimate change, lhe.ﬁe
kill thousands of individuals, wipe
out rities and tomeanities, and
undo years of development gaios,

Scienlists agree that the main
cause of climate change is hu-
man activity and its produc-
tion of excessive greenhouse gas
(GHE) emissions tat alter the
aunosphere’s composition. | nloss
dragtic avoidance and CHG emis-
sion reduction are introduced,

global temperatuies are projected.

1o inciease by 2100,

The latest climate science warts
thatwe haye less thana decade left
belure the windaw of W O Opportunity

veill make health emegenciesalong
with faad and waler crises a con-
stani threat. Covid-19 slowed na-
tional and internaticnal efors 1o

~ bnild the resilience of comminities

to the impacts of dimale change.

We must admit thar resroring
the sratus que is we longer an
aption. A new and hatter noonal
must emerge fom this crisis.

We need to stagea recavery that
values the intrnsic link between
himan health and the stare of te
enviranment. We need to build
4 better economic system that is
mareresilicnt in facing pandemics,
climale change and other emerg-
ing glabal challenges.

Inthe pastmonths, the reselute
and urgent global response to the
pandemic demeonstrated sociely’s
remeackable capacity 1o put the
emergency hrake on “business-as-
usual.® ILshuwed that vie can act
as one and radically chanpe our
says and aur syslewms to contain
the rapid spread of a deadly vitus
for the preater good of all,

We must apply the same unity,
reanive and wigency in combaring
the dimate emergency, in disaster
response, and in pucsuing low-car-

‘bon mdmmmghlzdnelop

Keeping Lhe climate meve 'ﬁ.‘lt
alive during rhis dilficult limeggill
onfy be pussible with the ingerinity
and' relentless advoracy of 1l of
us. We are the red dimare Tead-
ers of today. Our commitment
o advance cimate action in the
country will inspire every Filipino
to advance eflorts that will ensume
4 better life for the Lurrent ang '
frie genesations,

We all have oppartunities to
make a dilfetence, We must rake
hold ef the chance to respunsibly
manage aur environment and lead
the way toward makiog e nation
and planet resilient and: sustain-
able for us and futnie penerations.

The awthir is the executive direc-
tos of the Young Lnvironmental
Yorum and a neagesident fellow
of the Stiatbase ADR institure, iHe
complercd bis dlimate diange and
developinent course at the Univer
sigy of Last Anglia and an execofive
program an sustanhiliy leader-
shiip at Yale iIniveisity, You can
email hini at ludwig federigan@
wmail.com. Follow himvon Twitter
at @Wiggvrederigan,
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Climate chang
resident Rodrigo “Digong” e

Duterte hopes that his suc-

cessar will outde him in
addressing (he prablem of climate
change, virlually admiiting he
dicdn’t pay much attention to its
adverse side effects.

Heblames induslialized nations §
for contributing to carbun emisdons . £
thal caused Changes in weather pat-
terns, such as typhoons,

{Digressing, Mindanao used te be typhoon-free in
my youth, but is now often visited by piant sterms,
such as Superty phoon Pabla, due to cinate change.)

Digang admitied he used o be a skeptic of climate
change but is now a believer of the phenomenon.

The President said developing countries sustain
huge damage due to the carbon being spewed by fac-
tories in industrialized eouniries.

Digong warned thal the next peneration af Filipinos
would tace a problem if the dimate change 1ssue was
not addressed. it o

Among the greatest polluters in the country’s urban
areas are motor vehices, which emit thick black smoke
from their muftlers.

The thick black smoke from metor vehicles is caused
by old, defective engines, This is due, in part, to the
poor-quality fuel that runs them.

Metro Manila is one of the most heavily polluted
megacilies in Asia because of the thick black smnoke
from motor vehicles.

In my own little way, I tried to help in conbibut-
ing to less carbon cmissions from moter vehicles by
‘promoling Omstar DX-1, 2 Us-made fucl vonditioner

Omstar 1DX-1 not enly elimingtes thick black smoke
from vehi'd;;- cars, Lrucks, huses and-even shins = it
alsa cleans their engines; ing them nm 7 on
less fucl. Rl : ?

Tuscd (o be a skoplic an the efficacy of the fuel addi-
© tive—the oilisp into the gasoline or diesel tank and
b} il cremk —umbl | tried it on my old Tovota Land Cruiser.
H The Toyvota Land Cruiscy, which I bought in the early

20005, used to consume a full tank’s worth of diesel

v every five days and cmit black smoka.
- When 1 ased Omstor DX-1, e car ran on a full tank
1 for seven days, which meant a 20-percent saving on
i fuel, andits black smoke was gone. )
t The engine hummed like the car was now, making
me enjov musie from the ear stereo. Before the US-made
fuel additive, the sputtering noise from the SUV’s en-
eine muffled the music from the car sterso. %l
The exclusive distributor of Omstar DX-1 (formerly
" branded as D-1280X), an American resident, gave me
many samples of the fuel additive, which | shared with
friends who were car owners. They, too, came with
- glowing reports about e fucl additive. '

T o rwirw mw o e w
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distributor wats fecallegd to the home office in California,
and T was made the exclusive Jistributor « ~
Linilially prownoted the product amony safhe Bov-
ernmient agencies vrith plenty of servive vehicles. Some
government vehicles that tested the product yielded
results similar to my ‘Toyota Land Cruiser’s and those

of my friends’ cars.

But the pmblem came from the people “downstairs”
who were asking for bribes, so they would recommend
the product 1 their superiors who had ordered the
testing of the product in the first place, g

No way! W y shauld Ibribe gavernment functionaries
when I'm making, government vehicies run smonthly and
emission-free, aside from saving ficl, fiy boot?

! withessed corruption firsthand when government
functionaries wouldn't recommerd Cmstar DX-1 b
their superiors if I didn’t greasc their palms.

It was not only in povernment, but also in private
companies, that was exposed to corruaption firsthand.

Onwstar DX-11s used by many companics in the US,
ﬁﬂexico and Furope.
The praduct has earned carbun credits from the Fu-

~ rupean Lnion Fmissions Iradiny System for conltribut-

ing to a carbon emissions: [ envimonment.

A decade ago, I nearly closed a deal with Iran to
supply that country with Omatar 17X-1.

An Iranian official with the rank of minister sur-
reptitiously came (o Manila Lo talk with me and my
principals from California.

Iran, Ilcarned from the minister, is one of the most
polluted coulries in (he world,

The deal didn’t push through because of Iran's
prublematic relationa with fhe US, the source of Om-
gtar DX-1.

4 * »

The passing of Ambassador to China Chita Sta. Ro-
mana was a big loss to i1y, especially whoen it comes o
aur relations with our superpower neighbor,

Nobady understood hinamore than Sta. Romana,
who lived in tha countey from 1971 to 1986. He was
part of a student delegation to the then Bamboo Cur
tain, and he chose to remain, _

Hejoined ARC News from 1989 i1y 2016 tocover China,
first a5 2 oo ondert and later as its bureau chief,

l-faifdand“gnafﬁwe monsidered Sta. Rumana one of their
own not only due to his long stay in China, but also be-
caue he spake fivent Viandarin, heir natioral language,
. Sta. Romana may be credited for keeping our
tension-filled relalicms with China on an even kewl,

Our quarrel with China concerns sOVereig uty over
some areas and islands in the South China Sea, which
we call the West Phulippine Sea. .

Sta. Romana’s appuintment asambassador (o China
probably doused nur simmering relations with our gi-
anl neighbar with cold water.

Pecause he was a furmer journalis, Sta, Romana

helped me in my work as spedal coveyto China for
pug;?r diplomacy. - _
Chito gave me miormation about Chincse prersonali-
ties in the nuntry, such as Michael Yang, who ingrati-
ated himself with Fresident Duterte aned has given the
latter headaches because of his capers,

- Chato was always accessible in Filipinos working or
vacationing i China. Icould call Chito on his celiphone
atany time during; offios hours and cven off-hours,

Let’s hope the nuy who replaces S Romana match-
es his savvy in diplomary and in being a Sinophile,
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Flood-hit Capiz now

State of calamity
in flood-hit Capiz

The Capiz proviocial government has placed the
province under a state of calamity more than a
wook after rains spawned by Tropival Storu “Ag-
aton” (Megi) flooded its capltal city of Roxas and
all its 16 municipalities. The province initially ce-
leased P10.4091 millicn worth of aid— mainly food,
water and clothing—for some 250,000 alfected
residents, with the Philippine Red Cross leid- 5@

ing a hand. —sTORY 8Y NESTOR P. BLRGOS JR. “
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under state of calamity

" Provincial gov’t partners with Red Cross to distribute aid to flood victims

MLOILO CITY—The Capiz pro-
vincial government has placed
the province under a state of
calamity duc tno last week's
massive fluoding, the worst in
recent memory for the land-
locked province on Panay Is
land.

The provincial hoard, i a
resolution passed on Thurs-
day, authorized the release of
P10.491,000 for assistance to
affecced residents, especially
food, water and clothing.

The proviacial board also
autherized Cov. Esteban Evan
Concreras to enter into 2 mem
orandiim of agreement with
the Philippine Red Cross for
the latter to administer and dis
burseof the province’s calamily
funds to attected residents.

The [ouding, vaused by
heavy rain spawned by Trop-
ical Storm “Agaton” {interna-
tonal oame: Megl), trapped
many residents on roofteps
and in their houses and atfect-
ed all of the province’s 16 towns
and its capital, Roxas Cloy,

Many towns were flooded
from April 11, when the storm
struck, up to April 15 with more
than 215000 residents forced
to leave their homes.

Nineteen residents died
and a male resident, a passen-
ger of a boat that capsized at
the height ol the stocm, was
still missing as of Thursday.

5o far, only around 19 per-

RECOVERY Search and recovery operations continued on April 21 for the remaining missing
passenger of one of two motorboats that capsized along the Panay River in Panitan, Capiz, on
April13 at the height of last week's flooding due to Tropical Depression “Agaton® (Megl). Thir-
teen passengers were rescued while four others died after they were swept away by strong
CUKrrEnts. —CAPZ PROVINCIAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE FACEEQAK PHOTO

sons were sl staying in an
evammation center in the town of
Dunarav as of Friday, according

e Judy Grace Pelaez, executive

ofTicer of the Provincial Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Office (FDREMOY),

Iioilp, too
The neighboring province
of Naila, also on Panay island,
likewisce continued to gragplc

with the devastation wrought
hiy Agaton.

On Werdnesday, the Talla
PDRRMO passed a resalution
recommending to the pro-
vincial hoard Lo declare the
province under a state of ca-
lamity.

The PDRRMO reported
that vut of the province's 42
towns and a component city,
20 towns reported that the

typhoon had atfected from 15
percent to 100 percent of their
population.

Five persons also died
in the floeding that affected
mwostly the northern towns of
the province.

Damage Lo agriculture
was initlally estimated at
P7u5,765 80155, according to
the Tlaila PDRRMO. —nesTor P,
BUR®OS JR. NG
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Mark (arney says Putin's war
is makmg cimate fight harder

R Sk ma'n y" the Irrrm Bafis bf’
#nglana gova nor, said Russias wai
e Usrine and adeepeningensryy -
orisi€ wow o lezd 1o nzar term iTcrease
infbe linarcing af fossll foels and 3 fise i
0reerhouse (as emissiun:.
he comments hy Garrey, who is now
vice arzin ol Brookfield Asse: Managemart
Eng tTE co-chair-of a global a/liaree that's
promised t2 2nd ficenced em ssiong, sliow
 thateftors o foht climame changs are being
condtivaed s geopo lticalturmell sels tha
agenda for ezpisal Haws.
< *One of the things tial's waing to happan
ishat bzcausa of Rss & Usjusttind nvesion
- and e respurisz Lu D, Uy is poing £ 25
irore investment in fossic iw's and financing
of 1033 1 uels i the nesr term " Gamay said
i aninmrviaw Trurscay Trom helrlznatiznz]
Monglury | .nd's spring meeting in Washi=g-
o0, “Near-lerm <heres marc amissions; 1
Situaticn makes the job herder”
Sanks havz 57 12" h22n refusant to -
srvilzsge they'll naad lo shelvellisi nea-
_tarm zl mate goals in responaz to the war,
2ulin’s bellinsresee has furnad Fus-
si3 inta a7 interraiivnal virigh, Wit tha
Westurgertlytry na to wean qur-lfoﬂlhq;
@ niov's nil, gas and coal y
Thatsputpraﬂurno]ol k- prodicers
ooratcher up sopplies, in 2 deu=lopmen'
"a' threalens to ‘zise em ssicns atihe
wost oossitle tme for tha limate The,
dnitan Nefions Isterzovarmental Fane!
20 Climele Clidnga recently ‘ssued 2 siark
alzrt that e warlid's Fmiss cns must feak -
- mmediately le Fave a shot at keep g
the temperalucs from risirg more 'han

’nahhng invasfirg and insurance lhal&
plecyst i el mingte portfol vemissions.
Over that sare pericd, banks have
~providez nwrz than $800 zillior in
capital Lo oil, coa: aml gas producess,
roughly uncrangzd frem the orevious
. year, assording 1o Blopmibeg daa.-And
- mzjor asazt managars still hold asout
3550 billion in fossil-luzh developers,
4N enalysis by Raclaim Finanee shows.
These ™ quresdon toepturethe ful piclure
afdhe trarsitior work thal's under way,
according 1o Gariey. Bos h2 also sad
nat cap ral Hows inte rarewabla ENErgy-
reméa well Deluw where ey need to br.
‘Tha briral reality® 5 that “inané ng for
clean elergy souces is oy ona-third
of the izvel 1| eeds o mrh me said.
Snevenzd by the United Malor's. GFAKZ s
GOMPIIES SEven Jioups Sanning all
varers ol the finzncial industry.
Signmnrirs raprasenting a corbined
$130 Tillivn 0 assets must nommit to
nsk szinree-hased guide'ives 1o dogu-
mznt thaic palli luward nst-zero carbon
gissivas, aal to provide 2130 inter'n
* goals. N chael F. Rlnarberg, the awner
ard “ouncer of Bloombery News parent
Blozirberg LP, nas besn ca-chair of GFARZ
togetner wit~ Carney sinee Novamber” =
Tre discornect zetwee: The prizlifera
- fior o net2ero pledges and e cunbinusd
flow of cash into fossil-fuzl p:odm:m
|5t mancs prompted UN Sanretary-Gen-
eralAntania Guloresto appoulauexf Bl
gro p Lo puice tie nat-ze'z movement.
Anc ths Svienz: Brsed Tascess initiative
is now plencing |y willolz net-zaro cer-

~

e
1
i

1.57 Gelsina.

IUs bee” 3 year sies Carnzy unvall'*c
the Glaspcw Financiz A iance for Met
Zera, £ coaliilon of the viggest names m

fificatio frum lianks znd asse: manzgers
that don'tmeet Seadlines ;oo 11hz llowof
cepital lu “vssil e proauction.

Bloomberg News
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i The progec: Proguam:a suthoeizns Sishe: aqueantyive, andior caueed the g
of e ECU i ihoo, duly Bfenied of the Acooeet Name sl e Lomsponfing
Fazsaved eiths O4fing LU agpfariiom;
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PrLa08. SATAMIO Q0w F Firas Tcccinzafemigeroh
March 25, 2008
EMB Memarendum Circular No. 002

Senus 2082

SUBJECT: STREAMLINING FOR SECURING ECC FOR PROJECTS
REQUIRING AN |EE CHECKLUIST WITH AUTO-APPROVAL andlor
DENIAL WITHIN THE TWENTY (20} DAYS PROCESSING THROUGH
THE EMEB ONLINE SYSTEM

Ssctivn I Rationale
On vune 8, 2015 EMB Memarardum Circular No. 2018-008 wes issued for e
implementabon ol wediwe processing of Environmental Sompl anea Cerilficats fI'CC'u
apaications for Gateqary 3 Projects reauiring Inibal S viiiental Sxaminstior (1IEZ)
Checklist Repot Since 2015, v updating of peozscures and requirermnen's of lhe
atrablished CCT online system w33 made,
in resporese o the Z2ee of Dol Business ard Eficient Sovarnment Sery oo Delvesy
Acd (RA T1052) that mendsies each govenmicnl dgsyy o establish afacive
oractices far the effiget dafivary of qovernment services by sirplifymg reouinmeils
and plucsdures 121wl redass «od tape and expadite *he Husiness Teneectian in |
aavarnment, 12 procedures and requsrements 1o ECG a.;plwelws fibodd throuzh the
anline systor stall b steasanboed
Section 11, Qbjectives b
The cbjeclivas of this Mernvrancum Creular are tha Sollowing:
1. Streambine iz procedunes and requbeem 2nta of ECC raguiring IEE Chacklist
an s apploaticn s,
2. Simplied the pocecexen aod mest the cwantv (20) working cays
(equiremas puauant to RA 11032
Section Il Coverage
This Order only cavers tha follcwing
1. Apwivabke o piyecls equinng EEE Chyadidistan its ZGC applicatiers;
2 Ar.u icaole for new anssingle projects filed Inraugh the aniine 2yatem;
3 Aaniczble for sxeting singls projeds o by expeneed, moddied avafor
rehabiliated.
Sectlon V. ECC Min'mum Documentary Requitenients
The folaviag srs Bie i dectmentary regoirenents for ECG applicanens fled
throtgh the online system:
1. Preci of aulbonly vvst the o2 site
8. Forprojoztz within E NPAS - SAME Cleararca
The eyztem will ot acoept the ECC applicaton wilbwul aliaviang
_ihe PAMS Clearana.

Fou the Rst o P-NEPAS. refer to Annex
b 3and and Gravet Prujs) - Apd oved Areg Status andics Glrarasce
& Recapanon Frojects - Motice fran NDENR RED thar the preject can
woseed with ECC sppliabon
A, Mineg oroeets - veld Mirosl Ausarmsnt or Eyploraton Parmit
Fof projects vithin tha DENR teaurial nsiruments (e, Farest Land Use
Agreement (FLAG!. Foresd Larc U9 fuyeeiment for Toidsr Funorse
[FLAST), Forashoss | aase Agrearrant IFo2), Special Use Agraament
1 Peotected Areg n?S.-‘J-'pr. tr= setablichirant of an Getassizia aharry
{2oplinaton duly rasaivsn by e DENS carxenis ur e lenuas!
RGErTet) Oes 1 partics lar prareciad araa or land of puoic domain
Patagtiment 1 - DENR Merorandum dated 16 Now. 2010 is safieka -t
32 ot ol awsher by Hnwever, the craiact shail not be sitoaed 1
conmence f10e said instriment was rot iBsuad 0 fAvor af the FCC
= Bp I piopui.
1 R projects within the ancssiral domain tha sfopanert is radgu e

to auoit a recsived 'elter fiked fo NCIP wo S wder 1 1o use Yne

ancostral denain

“lowever the projecd akall Aot commenza tha molerrentstion i Free

Seiar Ivorn Consent FPI0 1 was not =5uad to the proponent. The said

FFIC shall ba snbmitted to 46 arier ta tre implemeniation.

g Oter aro=cs - ey of the folowizg. fand THs, fease ooaimant. desd
of ahecide sale natarizas Lermarndum of Agrazmen beeen 1z
prozenent and the owner of the project araa, of Ls it Afraamant ror
praiecta under usufric: sras, wie.

i For goverrment ioad piageds and (rgalon propscts. there is nonesd -
for prozf of alsharity sines 1= 8 govamment hes t=s powar o take prvelc
peaperty tor pub)c uz2 (eminent duman) Howevey i sald prog=ors
tavercs in a publ 2k ancastral domaiy, 19 prosarent shall comply witk
the raguireie ks Wk ik a andfor e’ andics .

2. Corbficateon from LGU on the campatibility of the proposec proect with
exigling 'and vee plan unbve Loy cemf::ale andfor Sacaauniang Dayan
Reasshten oo Land Peolase'f.s'lan “Lard Use Exeippdivn £ Land Use

k Conyarson

o
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J 2-ajers Tasenplion mdtnng pmp:t components
- Ceotsgged phutogiasss af the preae she (Morth, Seuih Lasf'ind st
cuadrant) takan for the a3t 30 days. .
5. Fieble Exvitesmeaal Impact and Managamsn; Plar (EMP) chscslial
5 P! ol Payment (Bank Receis) fus the Aplicabon Fee
7. Praiect lapoat oveskay 0 boog& map or Site Develaament Plsn eignad by
mgur-'cad professionals or Sursey Plar tor COAIILETy projects.
£ Duly sesamp ghas aeaject ~iron el monitanng anc ad pdadiizaton
stwiie (FEMAPS) gusstionnairs
9. Natarizes Swarn Sralement ot Accountsbility of Popune (Alactment.?)
Subiy £20n of notarizad Swarn Staamant of Aceountzbd by of Prapcrznt
10, Raqu remants for the toliovirg pro ems:
a.  Sand and grave! xojed and Quany propect- Gaa'ooical Assessment
Report (EIAE MO 2020-27)
o Savtay Landiil - EME Ceniral Doz Clearance
@ Wood preesssing project - Valid log supply cantrart”
1. Engi~aaring Geolygial and eohazand Assessmert Report |EGGAR] as
pust BCC cunditon lor all o:c 2cis 35 indizatad in DAD 2000.23
Section V. ECC Online Applicatian Streamiined Procedures
1. \iEtthe ENB acksite (wanv ori gov pliyane regleles o hzve 2n ECC online
L aceaunt By Mirg up torme providisg prezorent inFormation,
Erceaz the project imferiratier: ared il up she cniine checkiizt in the ECC
onfin® svetem
{Upon asomission of alltralaqmmmcnls 5112 online syztem, *he SMB ehall
procosd on the procadural rerazning and aubemantive ravicw lo calGrming
1=¢ cunipleleness a-2 auhenticipappropriaioness of Fws submitted
dncurnsnis in the online system.
Tne 3ysi=m oy 8llons one | 1) time proceduia soreenion and substantive
TEVIEW.
The ENS wili roady the app casi of e resulls of ;;'a}nralfsubstane of
the 2acumant in the COL online sccaunt within ihrea (2 working ceys,
] it mcceptable, the epplicant will to sdvsen lo pay the processing s
shrough tha fallowing chacnals:
1 Fay e nrareat Landhans (Over-the-Counter Guolluet o Facility}
4. Pay wg e aiternet veing the Elacironic Payment Foral of | andbank
weing eny Bancrel Deby. card.
e proo! ol paymment erall be submitied onire within sgvan (7) days o |
rauaxpk of nexificatian. The gk systorm will geneiate scknowlzdament that |
tys EOC andlicaticr was ranavad
s 2B will proskie he crononert the st of lackrg
documsnts 3547 on the reqs aments in Samion 1V and will slso 05 aduised
12 paey the prac=ssing 22 Failure to subrt ihe lacking decuments inzludrg
the proof ¢’ cayment within twesty [20) warking 2ays the 2pplicaton will be
dropped from e wnline sysiem, Howewer, 192 proporznt has the option %o
e e drelr application
Onza tha stking dosuinents we seennided, the ordne eystem will
attersviea ly earane the pmponen*‘s ECC apc’calion amd uckissicogaan
of zzzeizd will be gererated oy the eyslen Nay ana (1t of ECC spp!..s'lon
processing shall e wan Esuance of ackrowisdament receipt 16
propotent Homewsr, if the propone-t will fal k: comply snd sulmit ALL the
requirca dusumunis based un EMB evaluaton, the aoplication is sutactic
deaal but st | =aa 112 aption 10 re-fi & *he applicaton,
5 Auto-forwarding of the ECU Spplicalion o Uy vil 2 sys e

| NURSER OF RESPONSIBLE

n

L2

*

Lo bays _FERSON ACTIVITY
{0 T2 O fsep e o E i =i i
Pr_:-a;_ms GszaHandler Subsian rcm.n

'.h!idamn of tra substantive reviay by
theaseHanddar = 4
Revisy 2nd consence Wil 1ha
irecommarydation by the Section Chiw® |

: iOecisice of the ECC Appieatian
Day 16-23 "Regloral Dlrecisr rappmezl or deniall oased on the
] LracnmmEndatan of the Jiv-aice Chief

Sec wliaded :i_'wml;o {1 BCL apalicaticn through online system iAtachrsst 3]
Saction V1. Datision of tha ECC Appllcatien

The CAH Hsginnal Office may cery or approve the ECC appuation wianin uerky
(2L} warking days from raraipl of tha applicanss. and 17& ssuance thersct can
be printed online. If o action lrom the EME RO was made, the online systam
shall automatically isaue the ECC within twanty (20} working days from the
acceptance of tie ECC Apbiication,

Saction Vil Hagis of Benial of ECC applications

The ECT applicatics Tied thraugh the nnling svsmem can e dered by CMB kessc un
fhe fefinw ng cmteria:

1 Miseme<asdation of subaired cocumants in the online systes .

2 The submittsd doctenents wers foand nol app'ounaze azreouvedin Bsoﬂ@ﬂ
W ey Cutifzre of Thle 36 aoof of cwvnersaip is requires v Subgrisao
Eudandead, the procorent suore s o Tox DPanrva ‘aopicatics of :enund’
instrument is nof disly remaved byche CENR elc

Ly 610 Section Chinf

Cay 1845 [ Drasion Chid

e s i
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& Invalid progt of gayment. Upon verificadicn e proel of paymsnlaes sl eudy
urad in anntnar ECC appl zarion or payment was not peid upon vaslication
at Lancbank. 2
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Rollout of 2nd booster shot starts April 25: DOH

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 22, 2022, 3:21 pm

(File photo)

MANILA — The government will begin the rollout of the second booster shot or fourth dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine on April 25, a health official said Friday.

Only immunocompromised individuals, ages 18 years old and above are eligible to receive the
additional jab at least three months after their first booster shot or their third dose.

"lto ang mga bakunang aprubadong iturok na (Here are the vaccines approved to be given as)
second booster or as your fourth dose, AstraZeneca, Moderna, Pfizer, Sinopharm, and
Sinovac," Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in an online media forum.

As of April 21, the country has reached 74.8 percent of its target as 67.3 million individuals are
now fully vaccinated against Covid-19.

More than 1.7 million children ages 5 to 11 years old and 9.1 million adolescents have
completed their primary series of Covid-19 vaccines.

About 12.7 million eligible individuals are now part of the vaccinated plus or boosted population
while 37.5 million are yet to receive their first booster shot.

"As of April 21, we have vaccinated a total of 44,438 individuals during the special vaccination
days in Region 12, Soccsksargen, Negros Oriental and Negros Occidental,” Vergeire said.

To increase the low vaccination rate in Region 5 and Palawan, Vergeire said special
vaccination days will be held in both regions on April 25 and 26. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172727
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50% of health care workers yet to get booster
shots: DOH

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor April 22, 2022, 6:53 pm

(/—'i/e photo)

MANILA — Just nearly half of fully vaccinated health care workers have received their
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) booster shots, a health official said Friday.

The government has already achieved 95 percent of its target health care workers for the
primary series.

Of the 2.9 million health care workers who are fully inoculated, only 1.3 million have received
booster shots based on the National Covid-19 Vaccination Dashboard data.

"Dito sa booster doses (With the booster doses), we only have an accomplishment of 49.07
percent," Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said during an online media forum.

Department of Health Technical Advisory Group member Anna Ong-Lim said the low booster
rate among health care workers could be attributed to the decrease in new cases, which is the
"enemy of any successful vaccination program".

"It's actually a phenomenon observed across different (types of) vaccines kapag nababawasan
ang dami ng kaso, syempre nagiging kampante ang mga tao. Bumaba ang update ng mga
bakuna at dahil dumadami ang pools of susceptibles, tumataas na naman ang kaso (when
cases go down, people are complacent. Vaccine update goes down and then cases go up
because the pools of susceptibles increase). It's really human nature,” she said.

Lim urged health care workers to take advantage of the lull or downtrend in the number of new
cases to add another layer to their protection against Covid-19.

"Magpa-booster na tayo dahil hindi pa naman nawawala ‘yung sakit na ito (Let's get our booster
shots because Covid-19 is still here)," she said.

Overall, about 67 million Filipinos have the complete primary series of Covid-19 jabs but only
12.97 million have availed of booster shots.

The rollout of the fourth dose or the second booster shot for the immuno-compromised aged
18 years and above who received their initial booster shot at least three months ago will begin
on April 25.

Medical front-liners and the elderly will get their additional booster shots next. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1172751
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