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Caloocan City cited anew for Manila Bay 
rehabilitation efforts 
Published December 18, 2021, 5:35 PM 

by Aaron Homer Dioquino 

The Caloocan City government on Friday, Dec. 17, was named as “Top Performing Local 
Government Unit (LGU)” in terms of implementing the Manila Bay rehabilitation program. 
 
 This is the third time that Caloocan City was recognized in the yearly assessment o f the 
LGUs’ compliance with the Manila Bay Clean-up Rehabilitation and Preservation Program 
(MBCRPP). 
 
The city’s latest award from the Manila Bay Task Force and the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) was received by Engineer Maria Numenia Obina, city 
assessor and concurrent officer-in-charge of the Housing and Resettlement Office, and Ms. 
Marda Alina Dumaoang of the DILG field office in Caloocan.  
 
Mayor Oscar “Oca” Malapitan thanked the task force and the DILG for inspiring the city to  
continue improving projects which focus on maintaining cleanliness. 
 
“Bilang mga mamamayan at lingkod-bayan, responsibilidad natin na panatilihing malinis 
ang ating kapaligiran (It’s our responsibility as citizens and public servants to keep our 
environment clean),” Malapitan said. 
 
The local government said it continues to coordinate with the DILG and the 188 barangays 
in the city in adopting programs that promote the rehabilitation of Manila Bay and protection 
of the environment.    
 
The MBCRPP is the DILG’s initiative to clean, rehabilitate, maintain, and preserve Manila 
Bay for a balanced and healthy ecology for the Filipino citizens. 
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Makati City named most compliant LGU in Manila Bay 
rehab program 
Published December 18, 2021, 12:59 PM 

by Patrick Garcia 

The City of Makati was hailed on Friday as the most compliant local government unit (LGU) 
in Metro Manila in implementing the Manila Bay Clean-up Rehabilitation and Preservation 
Program (MBCRPP). 

Makati City Mayor Abby Binay shared the good news on the LGU’s official Facebook page, 
saying the city garnered an average compliance rate of 93.7 percent which covered the 
city’s performance for the 2nd Semester of 2020 to 1st semester of 2021. 

The LGU also received a P300,000 incentive from the Department of Interior and Local 
Government-National Capital Region (DILG-NCR). 

The DILG-NCR said that the financial grant is its support to Makati’s programs, projects 
and activities in implementing the Supreme Court’s mandamus to clean-up, rehabilitate and 
preserve the Manila Bay. 

The program is created to promote the rights of every citizen to a balanced and healthful 
ecology under the Constitution. 

It also aims to promote DILG’s continued compliance to the mandate to implement the 
program. 
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HMC hauls top mining awards 
The Philippine Star December 19, 2021 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC), a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), 
hauled major honors this year from the country’s most prestigious award-giving body in the 
mining industry – the Presidential Mineral Industry Environmental Award (PMIEA). 

HMC, with operations in Hinatuan Island, Tagana-an, Surigao del Norte, took home the 
Presidential Award for surface mining operations; Best Mining Forest in the Metallic category; 
Safest Surface Mining Operations; and individual awards of Best Surface Safety Inspector and 
Best Surface Miner accorded to HMC employees Aldrin Resullar and Jennifer Inting, 
respectively. 

The PMIEA is the highest accolade awarded to a mining company. It evaluates all facets of a 
mining company’s responsible and sustainable business practices, keenly focusing on 
environmental protection and management; and ensuring the health and safety of employees 
and the total wellbeing of the people in the communities that they serve. 
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Saving the world from catastrophe: Shifting to 
cleaner energy 
BABE’S EYE VIEW FROM WASHINGTON D.C. - Ambassador B. Romualdez - The 
Philippine Star December 19, 2021 | 12:00am 

The record-breaking tornadoes that devastated Mayfield in Kentucky and sliced through five 
other states is showing that the impact of climate change is becoming more severe and deadly. 
And while the connection between climate change and tornadoes has yet to be clearly 
established, experts warn that these extreme weather occurrences are going to be our “new 
normal” – with typhoons, droughts, wildfires and heatwaves becoming more severe due to 
global warming. 

It’s evident that no place on earth will be able to escape the consequences of climate change, 
but the impact will be more felt in highly vulnerable countries such as the Philippines and its 
fellow ASEAN members like Vietnam, Thailand and Myanmar which are in the list of top 10 
countries in the world that are impacted the most by climate change. 

The Philippines – which was recently devastated by Super Typhoon Odette (international name 
Rai) whose impact is being likened to that of Typhoon Yolanda (international name Haiyan) – 
is sinking at a rate that is four times faster than the global average due to rising sea levels. 
Indonesia’s capital of Jakarta, which is one of the fastest sinking cities in the world, was also 
hit by recent floods, submerging many parts of the city. About 40 percent is already below sea 
level, with some areas sinking at an annual rate of 20 centimeters. Bangkok, meanwhile, is 
sinking by as much as 30 millimeters per year and could be underwater in 10 to 20 years. 
Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City, on the other hand, is sinking by as much as 80 millimeters a year. 

During a luncheon meeting hosted by the US-ASEAN Business Council with ASEAN 
ambassadors in Washington and several US energy companies, the impact of climate change 
on ASEAN member-nations was discussed, and why it is expedient to lessen our dependence 
on fossil fuels and accelerate the shift to clean energy. 

The burning of fossil fuels such as coal, petroleum and natural gas releases carbon dioxide, a 
greenhouse gas that traps heat in the atmosphere, resulting in global warming. In our meeting 
with Special Presidential Envoy on Climate John Kerry, he warned that the world is headed 
towards a potential climate catastrophe – but that we can still reverse the dangerous warming 
of the planet by limiting the temperature rise to 1.5 degree Celsius and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030. 

According to Secretary Kerry, there are opportunities for alternative energy sources to reverse 
the impact of global warming, such as nuclear energy that is the second largest source of low-
carbon electricity. Nuclear is described as a “zero-emission clean energy source” by the US 
Office of Nuclear Energy. 

He also talked about small modular reactors (SMRs), whose size is about twice the length of 
an average school bus and thus are much smaller than conventional nuclear reactors. SMRs 
are nuclear fission reactors that can be built in a plant and transported to a site for installation. 
They are flexible, have greater scalability, require smaller investment capital and, most of all, 
can play a significant role in decarbonization because they produce clean nuclear energy. 

One of those who has been advocating nuclear energy and pushing for the revival of the 
mothballed Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) is Mark Cojuangco (who is currently running 
for congressman of Pangasinan’s 2nd District) to meet the increasing energy demand, 
especially next year as the country intensifies economic recovery efforts. Mark has been 
warning that the country faces a serious power shortage, and the revival of the BNPP will 
provide a stable source of electricity that is also less costly. 
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Director Carlo Arcilla of the Philippine Nuclear Research Institute says the revival of the BNPP 
is “the fastest route to start nuclear (energy),” warning that the country is faced with a crucial 
energy crisis in the coming months. According to Arcilla, the South Korean government remains 
interested in rehabilitating BNPP, and this can be done in four to five years. 

Meralco chairman Manny Pangilinan told me he is also ramping up investments in renewable 
energy projects and securing renewable sources by way of supply to accelerate plans for the 
“orderly and affordable transition to cleaner energy,” to achieve more sustainability and protect 
the environment. 

As I pointed out during the USABC meeting hosted by its president and CEO, Ambassador Ted 
Osius, energy is a vital component to drive development and sustain economic growth, and 
this is especially true for the ASEAN region where the energy demand is projected to increase 
by as much as 60 percent by 2040 in line with the growth of the region, fueled by increasing 
industrial activities, growing population and rising incomes. ASEAN’s rising energy demand has 
resulted in increased reliance on fossil fuels – which could result in potentially serious 
consequences for the environment. 

We’re pleased to note that the Philippine government is signing on to the Clean Energy Finance 
and Investment Mobilization (CEFIM) program organized by the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development. CEFIM will help the Philippines in jumpstarting the transition goals 
of the Philippine Energy Plan by providing a clear roadmap and action plan for financing and 
investing in clean energy. 

Our Energy Secretary Al Cusi had admitted that nuclear energy would play a very important 
role in helping the Philippines achieve energy security, especially in the midst of the pandemic. 
More and more people are advocating the inclusion of nuclear energy in the country’s energy 
mix, believing that the shift to clean energy will mitigate the impact of climate change – 
ultimately saving lives of people today and future generations. 

*      *      * 

Email: babeseyeview@gmail.com 
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Odette exits Philippines; rains to continue – 
Pagasa 
Romina Cabrera - The Philippine Star December 19, 2021 | 12:00am 

 
Odette left the Philippine area of responsibility at 12:40 p.m. yesterday but tropical cyclone wind Signal No. 3 

remained over the central portion of Palawan, including Kalayaan, Calamian and Cagayancillo islands as of the 
5 p.m. weather advisory. 

PAGASA 

MANILA, Philippines — Even as Typhoon Odette left yesterday, rains would continue to persist 
over some parts of the country due to the northeast monsoon, the Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said. 

Odette left the Philippine area of responsibility at 12:40 p.m. yesterday but tropical cyclone wind 
Signal No. 3 remained over the central portion of Palawan, including Kalayaan, Calamian and 
Cagayancillo islands as of the 5 p.m. weather advisory. 

Signal No. 1 was hoisted over Occidental and Oriental Mindoro, Western portion of Romblon, 
Aklan, Antique, Capiz, Iloilo, Guimaras, the rest of Palawan and Western portion of Negros 
Occidental. 

As of 3 p.m. the center of Odette, international name Rai, was located 55 kilometers northeast 
of Pag-asa island in Kalayaan, Palawan. 

It was carrying maximum sustained winds of 165 kilometers per hour near the center and 
gustiness of up to 205 kph. 

It was moving westward at 25 kph and a slight re-intensification is expected as it moves over 
the West Philippine Sea. 

The vertical wind shear and the monsoon surge will weaken the typhoon starting today, 
according to PAGASA. 

Odette was causing stormy weather over Kalayaan Islands, with moderate to heavy damage 
to structures and vegetation. 

The trough of the typhoon continued to bring cloudy skies over Bicol Region, CALABARZON, 
Central Luzon and Metro Manila. 

Odette made nine landfalls, beginning in Siargao, Surigao del Norte then to Dinagat Islands, 
Liloan and Padre Burgos in Southern Leyte, Pres. Carlos Garcia and Bien Unido in Bohol, in 
Carcar, Cebu, La Libertad in Negros Oriengal and Roxas in Palawan. 
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Meanwhile, the shear line is bringing cloudy skies with scattered rainshowers and 
thunderstorms over Cagayan Valley, Cordillera Administrative Region, Bicol Region, Aurora 
and Quezon. 

The northwest monsoon  will bring isolated light rains over Ilocos Region and the rest of Central 
Luzon. 

Isolated rainshowers due to localized thunderstorms are also expected over Metro Manila and 
the rest of the country. 
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Southern Leyte ‘badly hit’ by Odette, governor 
says 
December 18, 2021 

 
The aftermath of Typhoon Odette in Brgy. Tawid, Maasin City in Southern Leyte, Dec. 17, 2021. (Photo courtesy of 

802nd Infantry (Peerless) Brigade, 8ID, Philippine Army) 

By Alec Go 
The Province of Southern Leyte that was placed under Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal No. 4 on 
Thursday (Dec. 16) was heavily damaged by Typhoon Odette, with communication and power 
lines yet to be restored. 
 
Gov. Damian Mercado said in the Laging Handa briefing on Saturday (Dec. 18) that weather 
has already improved. However, several houses along the shore were badly damaged. 
 
“Talagang badly hit. Sobra ang damage dito ngayon sa Southern Leyte. Hindi ko masyadong 
masabi kung ano talaga ang situation ngayong because closed ang kalsada, walang 
communication, walang kuryente,” he said. 
 
“Parang medyo walang lubong na bayan, but ang problema namin kasi all of our towns in 
Southern Leyte are along the shore, kaya iyong ang medyo malaking damage… mga bahay 
na [nasa] tabing dagat,” he added. 
 
Mercado added that their evacuees have already returned to their homes amid the 
improvement in weather conditions, but they might not be able to buy goods due to stores being 
closed. 
 
Food packs have been distributed prior to the typhoon’s landfall. But authorities are still 
expecting a possible shortage of food supplies in the coming days due to the number of people 
affected. 
 
He said they would also welcome donations from private individuals, including Southern Leyte 
residents who are abroad. 
 
The province also appealed to telecommunications companies Globe and Smart to immediately 
restore communication lines to establish communication with municipalities on their needs. 
  
Vaccination 
The official said they may skip the second round of the three-day national vaccination drive 
scheduled for Dec. 20 to 22. This is to prioritize relief and recovery efforts for typhoon-affected 
residents. 
 
Southern Leyte currently has a vaccination coverage of over 80%. It was also assured that the 
vaccines were not damaged. 
Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje said it will be based on local governments’ assessment 

✓ 



December 19, 2021 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 
Southern Leyte currently has a vaccination coverage of over 80%. It was also assured that the 
vaccines were not damaged. 
 
Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje said it will be based on local governments’ assessment 
of whether to prioritize relief efforts over vaccination. 
 
“We will leave it to the judgment of the LGUs, puwede na silang magbakuna even after Dec. 
22 kung sa assessment nila ay hindi pa nila kayang magbakuna,” she said. – bny 
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31 now reported dead due to Typhoon Odette 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Dec 18, 2021 2:34:52 PM 

Updated Dec 18, 2021 7:07:00 PM 

 
Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, December 18) - There are now 31 people reported to have 
died after Typhoon Odette battered several areas in the Visayas and Mindanao, the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said on Saturday. 

NDRRMC spokesperson Mark Timbal updated the number of casualties in an interview on CNN 
Philippines' Newsroom Weekend. 

However, Timbal said only four deaths have been confirmed so far. The 27 still unvalidated 
fatalities are from the following areas: 

Cebu province (16) 

Mandaue - 7 

Lapu-Lapu City - 6 

Cebu City - 2 

San Francisco - 1 

Negros Oriental (5) 

Bindoy - 1 

Manhuyod - 4 

Loon, Bohol (5) 

San Fernando, Bukidnon (1) 

The NDRRMC said the four confirmed fatalities were from Iloilo, Guimaras, and Negros 
Occidental. 
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Meanwhile, one person is missing in San Fernando, Bukidnon. At least three people were also 
injured, Timbal added. 

Ongoing damage assessment 

Timbal earlier said in a government briefing that the typhoon damage assessment is still 
ongoing, with disaster response teams carrying out ground inspections in affected areas. 

The Department of Agriculture (DA) also said it is still consolidating data on the storm's effects 
on the fields. 

“Medyo challenging po ngayon ang communication with our regional offices,” DA Assistant 
Secretary Kristine Evangelista said. “Wala pa po tayong exact figure ng laki ng pinsala 
pagdating sa agrikultura, pero ito po ay tinatrabaho.” 

[Translation: The communication with our regional offices is a bit challenging. We still don’t 
have an exact figure on the damage when it comes to agriculture, but we’re working on it.] 

Odette left the Philippine Area of Responsibility on Saturday afternoon after making nine 
destructive landfalls in the country. 
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PhilHealth releases new rates for COVID-19 
testing 
By Shiela Crisostomo(The Philippine Star) - December 19, 2021 - 12:00am 

 
According to PhilHealth, it shall provide coverage, ranging from P800 to P2,800 for plate-based – and P500 to 

P2,450 for cartridge-based – RT-PCR tests. 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Health Insurance Corp. (PhilHealth) announced its new 

benefit package rates for COVID-19 testing, using plate-based and cartridge-based Reverse 

Transcription-Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR). 

The new package rates are contained in PhilHealth Circular No. 2021-0021, which took effect 

upon its publication last Nov. 30. 

According to PhilHealth, it shall provide coverage, ranging from P800 to P2,800 for plate-based 

– and P500 to P2,450 for cartridge-based – RT-PCR tests. 

The state insurer based the new rates on the revised costing estimates and the price cap 

prescribed by the Department of Health (DOH) and Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). 

PhilhHealth said it will “continue monitoring and reviewing the implementation of its benefit 

packages to ensure financial risk protection to its beneficiaries.” 

“These testing benefits are available in PhilHealth-accredited testing laboratories,” it noted. 

The agency added that a member is entitled to the benefit “following applicable DOH guidelines 

on priority sub-groups for SARS-CoV-2 testing.” 

On the other hand, PhilHealth said it will still extend coverage to those who are not yet 

registered with the program. 

Based on DOH Department Circular No. 0374 that took effect last Sept. 6, a price cap was set 

for RT-PCR plate-based and cartridge-based testing. 

Under the circular, the price cap for plate-based is P2,800, and P2,450 for GenExpert (cartridge 

-based) for public facilities. 

On the other hand, the price limit for plate-based is P3,360, while P2,940 for GenExpert 

(cartridge based) for private facilities “with 20 percent allowable markup.” 
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Over 2.3M COVID-19 shots administered in second 
mass vaccination drive 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Dec 18, 2021 4:56:03 PM 

 
Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, December 18)— Over 2.3 million coronavirus shots were 
administered during the latest three-day mass vaccination drive of the government, the 
Department of Health (DOH) said Saturday. 

In a briefing, Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje reported that a total of 2,369,216 doses 
were administered from Dec. 15 to 17 in areas that participated in the second round of the 
"Bayanihan, Bakunahan" program.  

"Mga 31% iyan ng ating total target na seven million (That's around 31% of our total target of 
seven million)," she said. 

Cabotaje admitted that the drive was affected by Typhoon Odette, which battered several parts 
of the Visayas and Mindanao in the past few days. 

The government earlier said the inoculation program in regions that would be affected by 
Odette would be moved to Dec. 20 to 22. 
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OMICRON HUWAG MALIITIN; LABANAN, 

MAGPAKABUNA 

 
December 18, 2021 @ 4:28 PM  15 hours ago 

NAGBABABALA na si World Health Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus sa buong mundo ukol sa Omicron variant ng coronavirus disease-19. 

Ayon kay Ghebreyesus, kumpirmado nang nasa 77 bansa ang napasok na ng Omicron subalit 

maaaring karamihan na sa mahigit 200 bansa ang mayroon nito bagama’t hindi pa nalalaman 

sa iba’t ibang kadahilanan. 

Isa pang nakababahala ang napauulat na nasa 10 beses higit na nakahahawa ang Omicron 

kumpara sa orig na COVID-19 at anim beses namang nakahahawa ito kaysa Delta variant. 

Iniuulat ding hindi ganoon kaepektibo ang mga bakuna laban sa Omicron at kaya ng Omicron 

ang umiwas sa mga ginagawa nating pagsusuri o test kung kumapit na nga ito sa isang tao o 

hindi pa. 

Isa pa, bagama’t mild o katamtamang sakit sa COVID-19 ang sinasabing nararanasan ng 

karamihan, nagsimula na itong pumatay gaya ng isang kaso sa United Kingdom. 

PAGHAHALO NG BALAT SA TINALUPAN 

Hindi biro-biro ang dating ng Omicron variant sa sangkatauhan. 

Batay sa naganap sa UK, hindi lang asymptomatica, mild at severe ang aabutin ng tatamaan 

nito kundi critical din ang mamatay. 

Ipagpalagay nang asymptomatic, mild, moderate at severe ang higit na nakararami sa mga 

magkakasakit sa variant na ito, pinangangambahan ng mga pamahalaan ang maaaring maging 

kakapusan muli ng mga kama sa mga ospital, oxygen, gamot, doktor, nars at iba pa. 

Nangangahulugan na magiging biktima pati ang mga pamahalaan sa pagbalikat sa gastusin 

dito at aagawin nito ang mga pondo, maging ang mga nakalaan sa pagbangon ng mga 

mamamayan mula sa halos dalawang taon nang pandemya. 

Magkakaroon ng sarahan ng pintuan ang mga bansa at magbubunga ito sarahan din ng mga 

negosyo, trabaho at kita kapwa sa hanay ng mga negosyante at obrero. 

Parehong mabibiktima ang mga nasa Pilipinas at mga nag-aabroad na mga Pilipino humanap 

ng pagkakitaaan sa negosyo at trabaho. 

Sa madaling salita, mga Bro, muling magaganap ang matinding krisis sa pagkain, kalusugan 

at pondo ng mga pamahalaan para sa mga mamamayan. 

Mayaman at mahirap, parehong malulublob sa kawalan lahat. 
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Mayaman at mahirap, parehong malulublob sa kawalan lahat. 

HANAPIN ANG MGA KASAMA NG NA-OMICRON 

Hindi lang dapat ang pamahalaan ang maghanap sa mga biktima ng Omicron na nakapasok 

na sa Pilipinas. 

Nasaan ang mga kasakay sa eroplano ng Pinoy na galing ng Japan at ng Nigerian na galing 

sa kanilang bansa? 

Hinihiling ng pamahalaan ang lahat ng nakasakayan ng dalawa na iulat ang kanilang kalagayan 

sa mga awtoridad. 

Subalit paano kung hindi magresponde ang mga ito at posibleng may nagkasakit at 

nahahawaan na rin sila? 

Dapat magtulungan tayo lahat na hanapin sila at ilagay sa dapat nilang kalagyan para na rin 

sa tamang pag-iingat at pakikipaglaban sa Omicron. 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaksO7Q6eG0&ab_channe

l=KUYARONSTV 
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