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Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  
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Three Tree Huggers 
 Wednesday, February 16, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Officials of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Assistant 

Secretary and concurrent Director of Forest Management Bureau (FMB) Marcial Amaro 

(middle), FMB Assistant Director Edna Nuestro (left) and National Greening Program Office 

chief Ma. Teresa Aquino, tasked to oversee DENR’s forest rehabilitation programs hug trees 

to convey their gratitude for the air these provide during the launch of the “Tree Hugging 

Campaign” held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon City on February 

14, 2022. The FMB organized the weeklong event, which runs from February 14 to 18, to raise 

public knowledge on the social and health benefits of trees and the crucial role forests play 

in addressing climate change challenges. The ten best photos of “tree huggers” with a caption, 

and uploaded in the FMB Facebook page will be chosen as winners of the Tree Hugging 

Campaign online challenge. 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/three-tree-huggers/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/three-tree-huggers/
https://journal.com.ph/source/j-online/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-to-recognize-good-stories-on-climate-disaster-resiliency/
https://www.facebook.com/denrfmbofficial/
https://journal.com.ph/three-tree-huggers/
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Pena: Hug a tree 
R O X  P E N A  

February 17, 2022 

THE Forest Management Bureau (FMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) came up with a unique Valentine's Day activity – tree hugging! 

 

According to the FMB’s Facebook page, the "Tree Hugging Day" campaign aims to promote 

the social and health benefits that can be derived from nurturing trees/forests, and raise 

awareness on the importance of the tree-hugging movement. 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu said that 

this activity was meant to make the Filipino public aware of the trees’ importance and nurturing 

forests “as a measure to address climate change.” 

 

Anyone can participate in this tree-hugging campaign by posting on Facebook or Instagram a 

selfie or groupie while hugging a tree. Those interested can visit the FMB’s Facebook page 

(facebook.com/denrfmbofficial) for the mechanics. The submission of entries, however, ends 

February 18. I posted my picture hugging an old balacat tree at Mabalacat Elementary School. 

 

Why hug a tree? According to some articles I read in the internet, hugging a tree increases 

levels of hormone oxytocin. This hormone is responsible for feeling calm and emotional 

bonding. When hugging a tree, the hormones serotonin and dopamine make you feel happier. 

 

Some research also claimed that by just walking in a forest has relaxing effects. It was found 

to lower blood pressure and heart rates, induce a positive mood, and reduce anxiety levels. 

Walking in the forest is called “forest bathing.” The term emerged in Japan in the 1980s as a 

physiological and psychological exercise called shinrin-yoku. 

 

Stone Kraushaar, PhD, a clinical psychologist known as "The Hug Doctor" and author of the 

book “A 21-Day Journey to Embracing Yourself, Your Life, and Everyone Around You” said that 

“a good embrace—a hug—squeezes every ounce of fear, worry, and negativity out of your 

spirit, leaving you with nothing but warmth, inner peace, and a feeling of connection.” Dr. Stone 

recommends that we stay in a hug for a minimum of 21 seconds every day. 

 

Tree hugging was also used as a form of protest. In India, there was the Chipko movement, 

also called Chipko andolan, a nonviolent social and ecological movement by rural villagers, 

particularly women, in the 1970s, aimed at protecting trees and forests slated for government-

backed logging. The Hindi word chipko means “to hug” or “to cling to.” 

 

Inspired by the Chipko movement, people in Japan in 2009 protested the building of a tunnel 

near Mount Takao, hugging trees that would have been displaced by the 40-foot-wide hole. In 

2017, in West Bengal in India, students protested the logging of about 4,000 trees by forming 

a human chain around them. 

 

Feeling stressed? Hug a tree! 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921309/pampanga/opinion/pena-hug-a-tree  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/277/rox-pena
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921309/pampanga/opinion/pena-hug-a-tree
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8EsLtdxIwI&ab_channel=PTV  
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Juvenile reticulated python released in 
Dapitan City 

 
ZAMBOANGA. Personnel of the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office of Piñan, Zamboanga 

del Norte release a juvenile reticulated Python back to its natural habitat in Dapitan City. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

February 16, 2022 

PERSONNEL of the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (Cenro) of Piñan, 

Zamboanga del Norte released a juvenile reticulated python back to its natural habitat in the 

province. 

 

Roservirico Tan, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) regional 

information officer, said Wednesday, February 16, that the juvenile reticulated python was freed 

at the Jose Rizal Memorial Protected Landscape in Dapitan City. 

Tan said the reptile was rescued by Angelo Mangao in his residence and coordinated with the 

Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (Menro) of Sergio Osmeña for its proper 

turn-over to Cenro-Piñan. 

 

Tan said the reptile has an approximate weight of one kilogram and length of two meters upon 

assessment of the personnel of Cenro-Piñan. 

 

He said the juvenile reticulated Python was released back to its natural habitat after it was 

declared in good and healthy condition. 

 

The reticulated python is the world's longest snake, and listed as least concern on the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List because of its wide 

distribution. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-

reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city
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P3.5 million exotic aquatic animals seized at 
NAIA 

 
Bureau of Customs agents inspect exotic aquatic animals intercepted at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 

on Wednesday. 
Rudy Santos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Government agents have confiscated at least P3.5 million worth of 

exotic aquatic animals and plants at the Philippine Skylander Inc. warehouse at the Ninoy 

Aquino International Airport (NAIA) Terminal 1. 

The undeclared shipment composed of albino, soft shell turtles, pacman turtles, exotic fish, 

anubias and microsorum plants arrived from Thailand on Wednesday, according to the Bureau 

of Customs (BOC). 

The aquatic animals were imported by Aquatic Enterprises without the necessary permit from 

the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, BOC NAIA district collector Mimel 

Talusan said. 

Talusan said charges of violating Republic Act 10863 or the Customs Modernization and Tariff 

Act would be filed against the importer. 

The BOC was recently recognized by Traffic Southeast Asia for its efforts against wildlife 

trafficking, which resulted in the interception of 923 tarantulas and other arachnids, five 

centipedes, 66 Philippine and Malaysian reptiles, 22 Thailand bearded dragons and six 

Thailand live tegus in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/18/2161538/p35-million-exotic-aquatic-

animals-seized-naia  

 

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/18/2161538/p35-million-exotic-aquatic-animals-seized-naia
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/18/2161538/p35-million-exotic-aquatic-animals-seized-naia
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P3.5 M halaga ng exotic aquatic wildlife at 
halaman, nasabat ng BOC sa NAIA 
ni Jasmin Joy Evangelista | February 17, 2022 

 
File photo: BOC 

Nakumpiska ng mga tauhan ng Bureau of Customs (BOC) sa Ninoy Aquino International Airport 

(NAIA) ang nasa P3.5 milyong halaga ng mga isda, pagong, palaka, at halamang dagat noong 

nakaraang Huwebes. 

Ang mga naturang hayop ay kabilang sa import shipment ng isang Aquaxotic Enterprises mula 

sa Thailand. 

Kabilang sa mga nasabat ang 180 albino soft-shelled turtles, 120 pacman frogs, at 38,188 na 

mga isda. 

Kabilang din sa nasamsam ang 718 anubias plants at 260 microsorium plants. 

Ayon sa Bureau of Customs, ang mga naturang hayop at halaman ay hindi naka-declare sa 

permit to import ng Aquaxotic.  

Tinatayang naghakakahalaga ang mga ito ng P3.5 milyon. 

Ayon pa sa BOC, ito ay paglabag sa Customs Modernization and Tariff Act (CMTA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/p3-5-m-halaga-ng-exotic-aquatic-wildlife-at-

halaman-nasabat-ng-boc-sa-naia  

 

https://www.bulgaronline.com/column/categories/jasmin-joy-evangelista
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/p3-5-m-halaga-ng-exotic-aquatic-wildlife-at-halaman-nasabat-ng-boc-sa-naia
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/p3-5-m-halaga-ng-exotic-aquatic-wildlife-at-halaman-nasabat-ng-boc-sa-naia
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Customs seizes P3.5-M misdeclared exotic 
aquatic wildlife 

 

 
Photo from Bureau of Customs NAIA’s Facebook 

February 17, 2022 

THE Bureau of Customs (BOC) Port of Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) has 
confiscated misdeclared exotic aquatic wildlife worth P3.5 million in Pasay City. 
 
In a press statement, the BOC Port of NAIA said it seized 180 albino soft shell turtles and 120 
pacman turtles and 38,188 various exotic fish on February 10, 2022. 
 
Also seized were various aquatic plants such as 718 anubias plants and 260 pieces of 

microsorum plants. 

 

Personnel of the Ports Environmental Protection and Compliance Division Enforcement and 

Security Service (EPCD-ESS) carried out the confiscation. 

 

The BOC Port of NAIA said in its press release that the seized aquatic animals and plants were 

part of an importation of a certain Aquaxotic Enterprises and originated from Thailand. 

 

The said shipment included animals and plants not declared under the Aquaxotic's permit to 

import, thus violating Republic Act (RA) 10863, also known as the Customs Modernization and 

Tariff Act. 

 

The BOC Port of NAIA has been recognized by non-governmental wildlife trade monitor Traffic 

Southeast Asia for the Port's efforts against wildlife trafficking for 2021 which resulted in the 

interception of 923 tarantulas and other arachnids, 5 centipedes, 66 Philippine and Malaysian 

reptiles, 22 Thailand bearded dragons and 6 Thailand live tegus. 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-

reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921145/zamboanga/local-news/juvenile-reticulated-python-released-in-dapitan-city
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Non-native black ants 

Also, the BOC Port of NAIA has seized three misdeclared export and two undeclared import 

shipments that contain non-native black ants considered as harmful to public health. 

 

Its records show that the three intercepted export parcels declared as “Lego Kid’s Toy” bound 

for France, Singapore and Italy were sent by a certain "Shin Yap." 

 

The subject parcels yielded a total of 21 small cups and 21 specimen tubes containing assorted 

black ants concealed in a Lego box. 

 

Meanwhile, another two suspicious imported shipments from Poland were also subjected to 

mandatory non-intrusive inspection and physical Customs examination. The same yielded a 

total of 375 specimen tubes containing black ants. 

 

"Like in other countries, the importation and exportation of non-native black ants are strictly 

prohibited in view of the danger it poses not only to human health but also to the environment. 

Studies in China show that non-native black ants are carriers of virus, bacteria and diseases 

inimical to local ecology, including agriculture and forestry. However, despite common perils 

and hazards, black ants are also beautiful in appearance," read the BOC Port of NAIA's 

statement. 

 

The seized black ants were turned over to the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources, and subjected to seizure and forfeiture proceedings for violation of Sections 11 and 

27 of RA 9147 (Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act), and Section 117 in 

relation to Section 1113 (f) of RA 10863. (KAL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921219/manila/local-news/customs-seizes-p35-m-

misdeclared-exotic-aquatic-wildlife  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921219/manila/local-news/customs-seizes-p35-m-misdeclared-exotic-aquatic-wildlife
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921219/manila/local-news/customs-seizes-p35-m-misdeclared-exotic-aquatic-wildlife
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Bacolod residents warned of illegal dumping of 
garbage 

 
BACOLOD. The Task Force Basura in Bacolod City warns residents for hiring pedicab or tricycle drivers to 

illegally dump their garbage in various areas in the city. (Task Force Basura Photo) 

M E R L I N D A  A .  P E D R O S A  

February 17, 2022 

THE Task Force Basura has warned residents of hiring pedicab or tricycle drivers to illegally 

dump their garbage in various areas in Bacolod city. 

 

Wilfredo Geolingo, head of the task force, said that from February 14 to 16, a total of 13 

individuals were given first warning for illegally dumping their garbage in the highways, as well 

as in the areas of Barangays 1, 2, 14, 16 and Mansilingan, Felisa, Taculing, Alijis, and near 

Lopue's East. 

Geolingo said most of the violators were pedicab and tricycle drivers who were hired by the 

homeowners. 

 

But pedicab or tricycle drivers refused to give the names of the home owners who hired them 

to dump their garbage, he added. 

 

Under the law, they will be fined P500 for violation of Republic Act 9003, or the Ecological Solid 

Waste Management Act of 2000, or do community service if they commit the same offense. 

 

That would include whoever commissioned them to dump the garbage, Geolingo warned, as 

he urged residents to wait and follow the schedule of the garbage collection within their 

barangay or subdivision to avoid penalties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921250/bacolod/local-news/bacolod-residents-

warned-of-illegal-dumping-of-garbage  

 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/author/233/merlinda-a-pedrosa
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921250/bacolod/local-news/bacolod-residents-warned-of-illegal-dumping-of-garbage
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1921250/bacolod/local-news/bacolod-residents-warned-of-illegal-dumping-of-garbage
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‘Mobile museum’ raises awareness on 
biodiversity protection 
By Perla Lena February 17, 2022, 7:46 pm 

 
TRAVELLING MUSEUM. The Mobile Museum Boxes traveling exhibition is now available at the Santa Barbara Centennial Museum 

in Santa Barbara, Iloilo until April 13, 2022. The exhibition aims to raise awareness on the protection and preservation of natural 

resources in the Visayas 

ILOILO CITY – A Mobile Museum Boxes (MMB) traveling exhibition since 2019 that aims to 
raise awareness on the protection and preservation of the natural resources in the Visayas 
regions are currently on display at the Santa Barbara Centennial Museum in Santa Barbara, 
Iloilo. 

Santa Barbara Tourism Officer Irene Magallon, in an interview Thursday, said the MMB covers 
rocks, forests, shells, land formation, and flora and fauna, among others that can be found in 
the three Visayas regions. 

She cited among others the lithologic (study of rocks) map represented by rocks that can be 
found in the islands of Visayas, rare species of plants that are near extinction found in Samar 
and Leyte; replica of Mt. Kanlaon, Bohol Chocolate Hills, the world’s biggest flower Rafflesia 
that can be found in Antique and Iloilo; preserved animals; and landslide in Leyte. 

“The purpose is really make them understand the need for conservation of forests and other 
natural resources. Because of climate change and global warming we have to be aware of it,” 
Magallon said. 

In addition to the MMB, visitors can also take a look at the centennial museum display and 
chronology of events leading to Philippine Independence in 1898, which is the focus of the 
museum, she said. 

“Because we had the opportunity to display these mobile museum boxes, which is not very 
common of course so we really gave them a chance to be featured in our centennial museum,” 
Magallon said. 

She added that since Iloilo is already the last venue, there was a proposal to have it extended 
for probably another two weeks. 

“It might stay long in Iloilo because we are still uncertain what will happen in the following 
months due to Covid-19,” she said although raising the possibility of the project wrapping up 
by the first half of the year. 

The MMB with the theme “Conserving the Natural History of the Visayas Region” was launched 
in Eastern Samar State University in Borongan, Eastern Samar in 2019, and was transferred 
to the University of Eastern Philippines in Catarman, Northern Samar. 
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The MMB with the theme “Conserving the Natural History of the Visayas Region” was launched 
in Eastern Samar State University in Borongan, Eastern Samar in 2019, and was transferred 
to the University of Eastern Philippines in Catarman, Northern Samar. 

It was brought to the University of the Philippines Visayas Tacloban and Visayas State 
University in Baybay, all in Leyte province. 

It is a joint venture of the National Museum of the Philippines (NMP) – Botany and Herbarium 
Division, the Western Visayas Association of Museums, Inc. (WVMI), and the Forest 
Foundation of the Philippines (FFP). 

The MMB will return to the National Museum Western Visayas in Iloilo City after its exhibition 
at the Santa Barbara Centennial Museum. 

She said that the exhibit is open to the fully vaccinated general public but they are hoping to 
see students, college and senior high school learners. 

It is open on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. but they can make special arrangements during 
weekends. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168034  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168034
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Rare baby ghost shark discovery delights New 
Zealand scientists 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Feb 17 2022 01:33 PM  

SYDNEY - While typically heard in an omnipresent children's song, the phrase baby shark has 
delighted New Zealand scientists after the rare discovery of a juvenile ghost shark during a 
survey off the east coast of the country's South Island. 

 

Ghost sharks, also known as chimaeras, are not really sharks but are related to sharks since 
both of their skeletons consist of cartilage rather than bone. 

Not much is known about these marine creatures because they usually reside at depths of up 
to 6,000 feet (1,829 meters), largely inaccessible to researchers. 

"What we do know tends to come from the large adults which are usually a meter, a meter and 
a half in length, so finding one that actually kind of just sits in the palm of my hand is incredibly 
uncommon," Brit Finucci, a scientist at New Zealand's National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research told Reuters on Thursday. 

This newly hatched ghost shark was grabbed from a depth of 1.2 kilometers (0.75 mile), Finucci 
said. Photos of the baby ghost shark showed black fins connected to a body of translucent skin 
with a wispy white tail and black eyes. 

"I thought it was cool, other people on the boat not so much," laughed Finucci. "I knew right 
away it was just something different that we don't generally come across so I grabbed it and 
took a couple of photos which have now spread all over the internet." 

Juvenile ghost sharks tend to be found at different depths than the adults and in some cases 
look different than the adults, she said. The creatures, which are also called ratfish, rabbitfish, 
elephant fish or spookfish, have large heads and oversized eyes versus their body. 

Ghost shark embryos develop in egg capsules laid on the sea floor, feeding off a yolk until they 
are ready to hatch. 

The "very rare and exciting find" will give some insight into the species, she said. "It kind of fills 

 



February 18, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Ghost shark embryos develop in egg capsules laid on the sea floor, feeding off a yolk until they 
are ready to hatch. 

The "very rare and exciting find" will give some insight into the species, she said. "It kind of fills 
in some of the little gaps here and there." 
  

(Reporting by Renju Jose and Cordelia Hsu; Editing by Christian Schmollinger) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/02/17/22/rare-baby-ghost-shark-discovery-delights-

nz-

scientists?fbclid=IwAR0nBmcb14CWeUOOWIktn_GW054jhkplIz5V3KDXdKM6ENUOia8N

7Leg7qs  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/02/17/22/rare-baby-ghost-shark-discovery-delights-nz-scientists?fbclid=IwAR0nBmcb14CWeUOOWIktn_GW054jhkplIz5V3KDXdKM6ENUOia8N7Leg7qs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/02/17/22/rare-baby-ghost-shark-discovery-delights-nz-scientists?fbclid=IwAR0nBmcb14CWeUOOWIktn_GW054jhkplIz5V3KDXdKM6ENUOia8N7Leg7qs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/02/17/22/rare-baby-ghost-shark-discovery-delights-nz-scientists?fbclid=IwAR0nBmcb14CWeUOOWIktn_GW054jhkplIz5V3KDXdKM6ENUOia8N7Leg7qs
https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/02/17/22/rare-baby-ghost-shark-discovery-delights-nz-scientists?fbclid=IwAR0nBmcb14CWeUOOWIktn_GW054jhkplIz5V3KDXdKM6ENUOia8N7Leg7qs
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‘Mask mandate to remain until end of 
pandemic’ 
Neil Jayson Servallos - The Philippine Star February 18, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
A boy walks past a mural at SSS Village in Marikina City yesterday. The government says wearing face masks 

will still be required even if the country is placed under Alert Level 1. 
Russell Palma 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The mandatory wearing of face masks in public places will remain as 

the government policy until the COVID-19 pandemic dissipates, the National Task Force (NTF) 

against COVID-19 said yesterday. 

Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr., NTF chief implementer, said the Inter-Agency Task Force for the 

Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases has yet to discuss whether the policy should be 

lifted or not. 

“As of now, we haven’t discussed the removal of the face mask (policy). No such discussion 

has been made,” Galvez said in an interview with radio station dzBB, noting that the 

government is still trying to control COVID-19 cases nationwide. 

“What I have been telling the media all this time is that the last component of our easing of 

(rules and restrictions amid the pandemic) would be the removal of the mask mandate because 

that’s our final defense,” he added. 

Earlier this week, Galvez said the mask mandate could be scrapped by the fourth quarter of 

this year, but only if the pandemic becomes “very manageable” at that time. 

NTF medical adviser Teodoro Herbosa said the move could be possible, considering that the 

government would have fully vaccinated 90 million Filipinos by then, a number that represents 

about 81 percent of the whole population. 

However, Galvez said the NTF’s official recommendation is that the mask mandate would not 

be scrapped until COVID-19 has been “totally eliminated.” 

“Until the pandemic has ended… and while we cannot say that we are totally secured or that 

the COVID-19 is totally eliminated, we cannot remove the face mask (mandate),” he said. 

Malacañang had said that face masks would still be required under Alert Level 1 classification, 

which may be in effect by March 1. 

Under Alert Level 1, intrazonal and interzonal travel will be allowed regardless of age and 

comorbidities. 

All establishments or activities may operate or be undertaken at full on-site or venue capacity, 

but minimum public health standards like observing physical distance, frequent hand washing, 

and wearing of face masks are observed. 
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All establishments or activities may operate or be undertaken at full on-site or venue capacity, 

but minimum public health standards like observing physical distance, frequent hand washing, 

and wearing of face masks are observed. 

Metro Manila and several other areas will be under Alert Level 2 until the end of February even 

with the decline in new COVID-19 infections and the low health care utilization rate. 

Latest data on the National Vaccination Dashboard of the NTF showed that only over 60 million 

Filipinos have been fully vaccinated, with over eight million already having received their 

booster dose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/18/2161657/mask-mandate-remain-until-

end-pandemic  
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PNP: 251 areas under granular lockdown 
Emmanuel Tupas - The Philippine Star February 18, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Police seen along Galicia Street in Bangkulasi, Navotas on July 14, 2020. The earea was placed under 

lockdown since July 10 due to the surge of COVID-19 cases. 
The STAR / Michael Varcas, file 

 

MANILA, Philippines — A total of 251 areas in the country are under granular lockdown due to 

COVID-19 cases, the Philippine National Police (PNP) reported yesterday. 

Police said 297 households or 343 people are affected by the lockdown. 

The affected residents are being secured by 121 police officers and 335 force multipliers. 

Four regions have areas under lockdown, with the Cordilleras topping the list with 139. 

The other regions with locked down areas are Ilocos with 83, Metro Manila with 16 and Cagayan 

Valley, 13. 

The 16 areas under lockdown in the National Capital Region are all in Manila, affecting 17 

people. 

At least 438,003 people have been apprehended nationwide for violating COVID-19 protocols 

since Feb. 1. 

Of the number, 71,470 violators were arrested in Metro Manila. 

Police said 379,624 people were accosted for disregarding minimum public health standards, 

53,081 for ignoring curfew and 5,298 for leaving their homes even if they were not allowed 

outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/02/18/2161537/pnp-251-areas-under-granular-

lockdown  
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PILIPINAS, HINDI PA RIN NAKALAMPAS SA CRISIS 

STAGE NG COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

by DWIZ 882 February 17, 2022  

 

Hindi pa tuluyang nalalampasan ng Pilipinas ang crisis stage sa COVID-19 pandemic. 

Ito ang nilinaw ni Department of Health (DOH) Secretary Francisco Duque III kasunod ng unang 
pahayag na nalagpasan na ng bansa ang pandemya. 

Sa panayam sa DWIZ, ipinaliwanag nito na tanging sa epekto ng omicron variant nakabangon 
ang pilipinas at hindi sa COVID-19. 

Posible kasing magkaroon pa ng mas maraming variant na mabubuo at magdudulot ng 
panibagong hawaan sa ating bansa. 

Sa huling tala, bumuti na ang two-week growth rate, Average Daily Attack Rate (ADAR) at 
healthcare utilization ng bansa. – sa panulat ni Abigail Malanday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/pilipinas-hindi-pa-rin-nakalampas-sa-crisis-

stage-ng-covid-19-pandemic/  
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