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DENR eyes P24-B budget for 2024

~ Natural Resources (DENR) is proposing

'I_'HE Department of Environment and
atotal budget of P24,571,827,000 for

2024 on top of the P1.1 billion automatic.

appropriations for the agency under the
National Expenditure Program (NEP) pre-
pared by the Department of Budget and
Management (DBM).

_ The proposed budget of the DENR for 2024
is almost the same level of budget it got this
year at P24 billion.

In her budget presentation during the
hearing of the committee on appropriations
oftheHouse of Representatives onWednesday,
DENR Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
said proposed environmental financing is
directed towards addressing the complex
policy area composed of several subsectors,
including forest, biodiversity, coastaland ma-
rine resource, minerals, lands, air, and water,

“The proposed budgetincorporatesageo-
spatial approachinidentifying accountingand
valuing our natural resource and the strategic
planning required to de-risk development
decisions,” she said.

Further, she said the proposed invest-
ment in environmental and climate resilient
ecosystems supports the nexus governance
needed to deliver multiple social, economic,
and environmental benefits from a single
action that requires decision support systems
that consider cascading risk across time hori-
zons and the need for circularity in resource
management.

0f the P24.57 billion, almost half, or

P11.27 billion is allotted for maintenance
and other operating expenses (MOOE), P9

| blllmn*far personnel expenses, and P3.3

billion for capital outlay.

The Office of the Secretary, which in-
cludes the Central Office, 4 staff bureaus, 16
Regional offices, 76 Provincial Environment
and Natural Resource Offices (PENROs), and
146 Community Environment and Natural
Resource Offices (CENROs), will have the
lion's share P18.6 billion. The other offices
are the Environmental Management Bureau
(EMB) which will receive P2.5 billion, Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), P1.47 bil-
lion, NAMRIA, P1.6 billion, National Water
Resources Board (NWRB) P210 million,
and the Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development (PCSD), P94 million.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the proposed budget
of the DENR is aligned with the Philippine
Development Plan 2023-2028.

A

For the forestry sector, which includes

targets to increase forest cover, employment -

generated from resource-based enterprises,
and establishment of livable communities, the
proposed budget is P2.49 billion.

To recall, from 2010 to 2020, the DENR
chief reported in a video presentation
played during the hearing that the country’s
forest cover increased by 5.65 percent,
through the implementation of the National
Greening Program (NGP).

Under the NGP, over 2.2 million hectares
of plantation forests were established,

employing more than 889,895 mdmdqals
and generating jobs of 6,142,396.

For2024, the proposed budgetis a!locat-
ed for forest development, rehabilitation
maintenance, and protection for the HGI"
The target is to develop 31,992 hectares of
new forest plantation, production of 19 mil-
lion seedlings, maintainand protect 95,406
hectares of NGP sites, and assessment of
42,265 hectares of graduated NGP sites.

For soil conservation and water manage-
ment, including river basin management, the.
proposed budget is P370 million.

This will be used for the preparation
of 27 Integrated Watershed Management

" Plans and the construction of water-

impounding facilities.

Forthe operation of the RiverBasin Control
Office (RBCO), the proposed budget is P68
million, which includes targets of updating
and implementing 3 Integrated River Basin
Management and Development Masterplan;
Strengthening 15 river basin offices and river
basin gevernance; and populating, maintain,
and update 3 river basin integrated informa-
tion management systems,

For the natural resource management
agreement/agreementand permitissuance
for forest protection for 2024, the targets
include the conduct of patrol over 81,048

~ kilometers and the hiring of 1,660 forest

protection officers. The proposed budget
is P952 million.

To combat illegal logging through the
operationalization of 43 regional anti-illegal-
logging task forces, the proposed budget is
P109 million. |

For the biodiversity sector, to increase
green spaces, expand marine protected
areas, and for the effective management of
inland wetlands, and caves and establish-
ment of biodiversity-friendly enterprises,
the proposed budget is P 1 billion. The
targets are the conduct of 9 protected area
suitability assessment, monitoring of 2,063
monuments and signages in 21 legislated
Protected Areas, a survey of 29 barangays
in 9 Pas for survey and registration of PA
occupants, assess and classify 55 caves
outside Pasand profile of 21inland wetland.

For the DENR's urban biodiversity
program which is being implemented in
5 major cities, the targets are to monitor
and protect 17 priority species, establish 4
critical hahitats for threatened species in
varyingstages of implementation, mobilize
218 wildlife traffic monitoring units cover-
ing 36 airportsand 131 seaports, and train
725 volunteers as wildlife enforcement of-
ficers. The proposed budget is P86.3 million.

The proposed budget for coastal and ma-
rine resource management is P216.6 million,
the target of which includes establishing 6
marine protected areanetworksand strength-
ening the existing 17 MPA networks. It will
also fund activities to monitor 90,244 has of
coastal and marine habitats, and water qual-

W 35 MPAs in partnership with people’s
organizations. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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"In our view,
~there is a
contradiction
‘between the
reclamation
projects and the
gov’t rehabilitation
- of the bay.'

~ DENR Becretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzage
on the Manila Bay reclamation
\ projects
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Reclamation projects in
Manila Bay are contradicting
efforts to rehabilitate the area,

. according to the'DEp&rtment
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

“If there were misdeeds,
if there were any kind of in-
fraction in terms of the rules,
we will certainly be able to
look into possible sanctions,”
Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said
{este:ﬁay during House de-

+ liberations on the DENR’s
prt:lposed P24.57-billion 2024

Pmdent Mareos’ demmn
to suspend 22 reclamation

X .

Reelamatlon Frompager
a eeasé and desist order, en-  that 15 reclamahonpmjects
vironmental groups urged in the National Capital Re-
the DENR. ﬁon have been mpacbed by
Oceana Philippines vice arcqs suépenﬁﬁn diréc-
president Gloria Estenzo
Ramos said t the confhcﬁﬁg "It shows lack of coordl-
data on rec jnauoglam ‘agencies
the start of

ﬁl@enciéﬁ
involved.
The DBNR, abﬁmry to
PRA’s mport of 13. }@Eﬁ.

=

reclamation p

mmt and livelihood of our

le,” Ramos noted.
Pﬁ@?%mbansang%& ng

tl';pms It is'
so sad that the impact is in
heaqltlgl ofﬂurﬁﬁmn-i

~ Reclamation projects »
~contradict Manila
- Bay rehab - DENR

pro]ects will give way to a

- Community Impact Assess-
~ment that will “mitigate the

possible impacts of the chang-
es in the environment that
the reclamation may actually
‘cause,” according to Loyzaga.
~ The impact assessment will
‘be conducted by a team of
physical and chemical ocean-
ographers, marine biologists,
, climate scientists
‘and social scientists. :

Compames conducting
dredging activities in Manila
Bay despite Marcos’ earlier
directive to suspend reclama-
‘tion projects should be issued

I & Q‘ii Hl = t“‘
vessels still dred
shores of Rosario,

Noveleta,
' Tanza and Naic in Cavite,
- “The DENR has the power to
issue cease and desist orders...
"Even the Bureau of Fisheries

and - Resources can is-
sue cease and desist ‘orders if
tlwse s are involved

in illegal and prohibited prac-
tices,” Hicap

The United States embassy
‘in Manila earlier e mmsqd'
" concern that China Cor

nications Const:ruchon Co.,
involved in the reclamation

projects, was blacklisted in the

IJES ‘i‘ﬂa:iﬁ’ ‘i.Ll‘)kB mr hﬁﬂiﬂﬂ!!;
the Chinese military construct

-and militarize artificia islands

in the South China Sea.

Data from the DENR
showed there are 15 reclama-
tion projects in NCR ard seven
in Region 4-A.

Marcos had ordered the
suspemion of 22 reclamation
projects pending review of
their compliance with envi-
ronmental regulations and
fheir:mpad

were ap proved
by the previous Duterte ad-
mmktraﬁbn. Sheila Crisos-

~ tomo, Bella Cariaso ﬂ
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[he insane reclamation projec

Wifteen years ago, the Supreme Court (SC) di-
i rected our government to remove all sourc-

es of qollunpn in Manila Bay. And what

does the go ient do? It instead allows
mongous factories of pollution to perma-
ntly set up shop in the heart of Manila Bay.
hat a big slap on the face of our highest court
d a kick in the groin of our country. -

These factories of pollution are the in-
nely numerous reclamation projects that
e either a]ready ongoing implementation

are in various staﬁes of approval. Sources
in’t agree on their total number—22 per the
:partment of Environment and Natural Re-
urces (DENR), 25 according to the Philippine
«clamation Authority, and not less than 30
cording to the fishermen’s group, the Pam-
nsang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
lipinas (Pamalakaya). Their combined area
more than 4,000 hectares, and they're scat-
red from Bu!acin to Cavite, but many are
ncentrated in the heart of Manila Bay.

The SC decision rendered in 2008 and
hich garnered world-acclaim for the Philip-
nes in the field of environmental protection
the case of Metropolitan Manila Develop-
ent Authority et al. v. Concerned Residents

Manila Bay. In this trailblazing case, the
gh court ordered 13 government agencies
o clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve Ma-
la Bay,” and to restore its waters to a qual-
7 “fit for swimming, skin diving, and other
rms of contact recreation.” The SC order is
“continuing mandamus” (continuing com-
and) which set time-bound and specific re-
onsibilities for the 13 government agencies,
id utility companies, to attain the objective
‘cleaning up Manila Bay.

The high court designated the DENR as
e primary government agency responsible
r the implementation of the decision. But
hat does the DENR do? It has so far grant-
| 21 of the reclamation projects with envi-
nmental clearance to proceed, according

JOEL RUIZ BUTUYAN

to Pamalakaya. To be fair to current DENR
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, these
projects may have been approved during the
Duterte administration. To be fair as well to

President Marcos, he ordered 22 of the proj-

ects to stop, although temporarily. But the
President has succumbed to political consid-

‘erations because he has allowed one project

to be exempt from his stoppage order, and he
is even afraid to make the untouchable proj-
ect to be named in public.

In 2011, I led a team of CenterLaw law-
yers in filing an environmental l:ase before
the SC involving our country’s crown jew-
el—the world-famous Boracay island. Aklan
province came up with the ridiculous idea
of building 40-ha of reclamation project on
both Boracay island and Caticlan, Malay mu-
nicipality, Aklan province. The project would
have narrowed the channel between Boracay
and mainland Aklan, and could have led to
the loss of the famous white sands of Bora-
cay. Scientists found that the white sands
alternately shift locations on the front and
back sides of the island annually because of
the channel’s natural currents. Changing the
contours and width of the channel could lead
to the permanent loss of the powdery white
sands. After oral arguments where I crossed

s in Manila Bay

swords with the then solicitor general, the SC
rendered a decision stopping the reclamation
because of multiple violations of environ-
mental laws.

In the case of Manila Bay, the SC ordered
the government to “rehabilitate and pre-
serve” the bay, but it is instead allowing the
bay to further deteriorate and suffer more
destruction, with an outrageous number of
reclamation projects. The high court ordered
our government to “clean up” the bay and
make its waters “fit for swimming.” Instead,
the government is allowing giant sources of
pollution on the bay, which all the reclama-
tion projects truly are. No matter what flow:-
ery words the proponents make, the récla-
mation projects make Manila Bay ugly, and
they're meant exclusively to make the rich
super rich, but will never benefit the p oor; di-
rectly or indirectly.

It also appears that each project was as-
sessed on their environmental impact as
stand-alone obstructions on the bay. I this is
so, it'’s an outright abdication of duty on the
part of the DENR. All the 20-30 recla nation
projects must be lumped together and their
combined impact on the environment ‘hould
have been examined.

As it is, so many Bulacan towns are expe-

‘riencing unprecedented flooding, and people

are pointing fingers at just one of the recla-
mation projects as the culprit. There are 17
principal river systems that drain into Ma-
nila Bay from Pampanga to Cavite, and with
hundreds of thousands of tons, if nor mil-
lions, of gravel and soil that are plannead to
be dumped on Manila Bay, there seems to be
a confidential master plan to transform Met-
ro Manila into the Venice of Asia. [ hope the
government will make the plan public soon,
so I can dash to the nearest dealership and be
first in line to buy a boat.

Comments to fleamarketofideas@gmail co?
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_'momzw giant SM. Prime ‘Hold-  SM Investments. Corp. (SMIC) head
mgs Inc. (SMPH) has halted work on - of investor relations Ti thy %Damel

ectare reclamation project in said We{inesday in faruin SMPH
£ M’aml‘ Bay ﬁ@llOwr,ng Presuient Fendh ; ;

: L —— cemmrtcd 10 the reclamation project hut has pul its dcvelonmenl
on hold to !lstel‘ to government suggestions and reguirements, d
Daniels said SMPH has been working en this project for over a decade now and it has
secured all the documentation needed for the project.
“From our point of view, we are committed to this reclamation but-we are also committed
to good zovernance and to things being done right. So we will announce what is next for
this reclamation after the government has studied it and we will listen to what they have to
say,” Daniels said.
SMPH earlier said it is spending P100 billien for the Manila Bay reclamation project to
create a mixed-use community with residential, institutional, and commercial components.
The property firm was looking to fund this development from the planned real estate
investment trust (REIT) offering imitially targeted in the second of 2023,
But Daniels said the REIT offering may also be moved to 2024 because of market
conditions.
“We are still planning to do it. But we are not gomg to commit to doing it before the end
of the year,” he said.
SMPH carlier said it plans to raise as much as $1 billion from the REIT offering which will
have initial assets of between 12 and 5 shopping malis. >
Shares of SMPH on Wednesday rose P0.30 to close at P30.40 per share. A party-list
lawmalker, meanwhile, urged the Department of Enviromment and Natural Resources
(DENR]) to file charges against individuals responsible for the release of environmental
certificates of compliance (ECCs) to companies that are reclaiming parts of Manila Bay.
Kabataan party-list Rep. Raoul Manuel made the suggestion during the deliberations on
DENR’s proposed budget for 2024,
DENR Secretary Maria Antonia Yule-Loyzaga, however, said the ECC is not 2 permit, but
a planning tool “that may be changed at any point when a correction needs to be made.”
At the same time, Loyzaga said the 22 suspended Manila Bay reclamation projects run
contrary to the government’s rehabilitation program in the area.
“In our view, there is a contradiction between the reclamation projects and the
rehabilitation of the bay,” Loyzaga said.
She said a cumulative impact assessment is being conducted to mitigate the possible impact
of the changes in the environment that the reclamation may actually cause.
“The intention of the conduct of the cumulative impact assessment is that instead of
evaluating each and every project, we will create a situation where all these reclamation
will actvally occur, and what impact that would bring to the baseline condition of the
Manila Bay as we know i1,” Loyzaga said.
Loyzaga said the DENR was scheduled to mect Wednesday aflernoon with the impact
assessment team for the Manila Bay reclamation projects.
“We will be meeting with the first batch of scientists invited for the cumulative impact
assessment led by Filipinos. We will also tap foreign experts in advisory roles, but the team
will be led by Filipino oceanographers. marine biologists, social scientists, and other
disciplines,” she said.
But Caritas Philippines, the Catholic church’s SDClal arm, called on President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr to ban land reclamation projects nationwide.
Caritas president Bishop Jose Colin Bagaforo said that the projects “are not in the best
interest of the Filipino people.”
“We call on President Marcos to issue an executive order banning all reclamation projects,
not only in Manila Bay but across the country,” Bagaforo said.
“Reclamation projects displace fisherfolk and coastal urban communities. destroy coastal
ecosystems, and contribute to {ood insecurity,” he said.
The bishop made the appeal after Marcos ordered an indefinite suspension of at least 22
major land reclamation works in Manila Bay to assess their social and environmental
impact.
Instead of relying on reclamation projects, the church official urged the government “to
invest in sustainable development that will benefit all Filipinos, not just a few wealthy
individuals.”
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i Members of the miiitant Pamhansang Lakas ng ‘
ﬁi!usmgMammalakawng Pilipinas, joined by environmentalist groups led by the . .
Kalikasan People’s Network for the Environment, stage a protest rally at the Departmpent

es (DENR) headquarters in Quezon City to demary

rmits of reclamation and dredging activisi
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SC issues kallkasan

writ vs Palawan mining

Order directs gov’t agencies, mine firms to dispel concerns of extractive
activities’ harmful impact on Mt. Mantalmgahan, whu:h spans 5 sotithern towns

By 1|'ina G.Santos
@santostinalNQ

The Supre;me Court has issued a

writ of kalikasan (nature) against .

government agencies and pri-
vate firms involved in mining

operations on Mt. Mantalingah- -

an in Palawan province, stressing

that these pose “serious and ir-

reversible” damage to the envi-
ronment and communities.

A writ of kalikasan refers to
a legal remedy for the protec-
tion of one’s right to “a balanced

and healthful ecology in accord
with! the rhythm and harmony

of nature” under Section 16, Ar-
ticle II of the 1987 Constitution.

In a statement, the high
court said that its justices, sit-
ting in full court on Aug. 15, is-
sued a writ of kalikasan against
the Department of  Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR), Mines and Geoscienc-

es Bureau (MGB), Ipilan Nickel |

Corp, (INC) and Celestial Nickel

Mining and Exploration Corp.

(Celestial Mining).
Protected area
The court also quulred the
agengies and mining firms to

file a verified return of the writ.

within a ngnextendible period of
10 days from receipt of the order.

The case stemmed from the
petition filed by the Indigenous
Cul

Brooke’s Point.

The high court said it found
the mining operations by INC
and Celestial « Mining “may
cause irreparable environmen-

tal damage” to the Mt. Man-

talingahan protected area and
the ancestral domain of Pala-

wan commyunities, 1}
The gavernment declared

[ T B T

al Communities (ICCs) of
Bicamm Ancestral Domain in-

PALAWAN

Mt. Mantalingahan a protected
area in 2009 and it has been on
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation's tentative list of World

‘Heritage Sites since 2015,

The Mt

Mantalingahan

‘protected zone covers sections

of the towns of Brooke’s Point,
Quezon, Rizal, Sofronio Espafio-
la and Bataraza.

“[Tlhe - continued mining
operations and excavation of
nickel minerals lead to environ-

;mental damage in the mountain
ranges, as exhibited by extreme -

flooding and contamination of
fishing areas, which continual-
ly prejudice the life, health and

‘property of the residents,” the

high court said.

- Inaction
Due to this, it required the

two mining firms to provide

evidence to dispel concerns re-
garding the potentially harm-
ful impact of the project on the
environment. :

“The same applies to the
DENR and MGB, whose inac-
tion over the strong pleas of
the residents of Brooke's Point

ESSIGRAPHICS

shows their indifference to the
rights of the ICCs to a balanced
and, healthful ecology,” the
court added.

According to the high court,
in 1993, the government and
Celestial Mining entered into
a mineral production and shar-
ing agreement (MPSA) cover-
ing 2,835.06 hectares of land
located in Brooke’s Point, with
INC as the designated m.mmg
operator.

ECC, permits

The MPSA, which originally
had a term of 25 years, covered
areas within the National Inte-
grated Protected Areas Systemn,
specifically the area within the
Mt. Mantalingahan mountain
range. '

In their petition, the ICCs
said the MPSA contract area
overlaps a protected area not
open to mining operations and
that the agreement was illegal-
ly extended to 2025.

The Supreme Court said

that the two mining firms con-
tinued with their operations

despite being notified by the

DENR that their environmen-

tal compliance certificace (ECC)
had expired in October 2015.

In 2018, the court said INC,
also failed to secure a certif-

“icate 'of a preconditicn from

the National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) for
the renewal of the MPSA,

Cease-and-desist order

The  DENR Community '
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Office in 2022 issued a
cease-and-desist order against
the firm,

The Sangguniang Bayan of
Brooke’s Point also issued a
resolution requesting the MGB
to investigate the mining areas.
The high court said ti'e MGB
did not act on the request.

This prompted the Sanggu-
niang Bayan (municipal council)
to issue another resolution urg-
ing President Marcos, through
the environmeni secreiary, to
investigate INC's operations
despite the absence of the nec-
essary government permits.

In | September last year,
the Brooke's Point council, in
a resolution, urged the Pala-
wan Council for Sustainable
Development to recall INC’s
Strategic Environment:l Plan
Clearance System due [0 Sev-
eral violations, such as illegal
cutting of trees, absence of
public consultation, and exca-
vation and hauling of m nerals,
among others.

In June, the NCIP ordered
the suspension and deferral
of the free and prior informed
consent process of INC and
Celestial Mining due to com-
plaints from the ICCs and re-
ports of alleged bribery by INC
to elicit support from indige-
nous peoples, the high court
noted. mq
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SC issues writ of kalikasan vs mining
ops at Mt. Mantalingahan in Palawan

By JOEL R. SAN JuAN
'@jmjmlS?B

a writ of kalikasan against the

Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and two mining firms in a
bid to stop further environmental damage
to Mt. Mantalingahan and its surrounding
municipalities in Palawan caused by their
continued mining operations and excavation
of nickel minerals.

Inastatement, the SC-Public Informatlon
Office (SC-PI0) said the writ was ssued during
the regular en banc session of the magistrates
last Tuesday.

A writ of kalikasan is a legal remedy for
theprotection of one’s right to“abalanced and
healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm
and harmony of nature,” under Section 16,
Article Il of the Constitution.

The Court’s issuance of the writ stemmed
from the petition filed by the Indigenous
Cultural Communities (1CCs) of BICAMM
Ancestral Domain, Brooke’s Point, Palawan
against respondents DENR, Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB), Ipilan Nickel

THE Supreme Court (SC) has issued

Corporation (INC) and Celestial Nickel Mining
and Exploration Corporation (Celestial
Mining).

The petitioners argued that the Mineral
Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA)
entered into by the government and Celestial
Mining in 1993 covering 2,835.06 hectares
of land located in Brooke’s Point, Palawan,
with INC as the designated mining operator,
overlaps a protected area not open for mining
operations. :

The ICCs, who are indigenous people
(IP) with ancestral domains in the areas of
Barangay Barongbarong, Uoulan, Clasaguen,
Aribungos, Mambalot, and Maasin in Brooke's
Point, Palawan, said the MPSA covered areas
withinthe National Integrated Protected Areas
System (NIPAS) particularly the area within_
the Mt. Mantalingahan Mountain Range.

The petitioners claimed that despite the
expiration of their Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC) in October 2015, INC and
Celestial continued with their tree-cutting
activities, which have caused the deforestation
of Mt. Mantalingahan.

The ICCs also told the Court that the
MPSA had a term of 25 years, but this was

. The SC noted that the mining operations
by INC and Celestial Mining may cause
irreparable environmental damage tothe Mt.
Mantalingahan protected area and the ICC's
ancestral domain.

It added that mining operations uf INC
and Celestial, aggravated by thelack of action
on the part of the DENR and MGC, place the
residents of Brooke’s Point in peril.

Lastly, the Court said Mt. Mantalingahan
coversseveral municipalitiessuchas Bataraza,
Brooke’s Paint, Sofronio Espafiola, Quezon and
Rizal, and the continued mining operations
and excavation lead to environmental damage
in the said mountain ranges, as shown by
extreme flooding and contamination of
fishing areas.

“In the present case, the Court found
that there is a possibility of serious
irreversible harm on the environment and
the inhabitants of Brooke’s Point located in
the Mt. Mantalingahan MountainRange. Thus,
withthe Court'sissuance of awrit of kalikasan,
the project proponents, INC and Celestial,
are required to provide evidence to dispel
concerns regarding potential harmful impact
of a project to the environment," the SC said.

“The same applies to the DENR and Mines
Geoscience Bureau, whose inaction over the
strong pleas of the residents of Brooke’s Point
shows their indifference to the rights of the
ICCs to a balanced and healthful ecology,” the
Court added.

illegally extended until 2025 when then
DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu issued an order
reckoning the effectivity date of the MPSA
to the year it was amended in 2000, and not
the year it was originally executed in 1993.

The ICCs also accused INC and Celestial
Mining of doing illegal mining operations
since they lack a Certificate Precondition
from the National Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP) for the renewal of the MPSA.

The SC noted that among the requisites
necessary for the grant of a writ of kalikasan
are; petitioner must sufficiently allege and
prove the actual or threatened violation of
the constitutional right to a balanced and
healthful ecology; the actual or threatened
violation should stem from the unlawful act
or omission of a public official or employee,
or private individual or entity; and the actual
or threatened violation should be shown to
lead to an environmental damage of such
magnitude as to prejudice the life, heaith, or
property of inhabitants in two or more cities
or provinces.

In the present case, the 5C declared, “all
the requisites are present,” whichwatrantthe
issuance of a writ of kalikasan.
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LLad anmco;osec.unoﬂn‘

A “$upm(;emthm1ssuadawntofkalﬂman |
against the Department of Environment and
A tNaﬁu'aI Resources (DENR) and.,mmmg
' operators in Mount Mantalingahan, Palawan after
it fotmd the passibﬂﬂy that muﬁng pmjeds in ‘the

F‘f J\: tH

mining opera

(f\fé%;:;'the renewal of the
Mﬁﬁ& TNC still continued with
perations.
ﬁ, 2020 jhenl’lnymn
ar;mdmmhomnsm ffec
date of the MPSA to the year it was
amenéedmlﬂﬁﬂandnottheyear
itvmoﬁgina“llymtedm

tors -

lnd;genous Peoplcs _urg

ty b

_ gd the Palawan Cou u@l for
Susﬂthﬂhiebevelopmem to recall
INC's Strategic Environ mental
Plan Clearance System due to
numerous violations committed
issued by INC, such as illegal cutting of
trees, absence of public consulta-
tion, unsupervised cutting of trees,
use of unregistered chains: WS, and
acavanon and haulmg of nnner-
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" SC issues writ of kahka?én
'vs Palawan mining ops

N Citmg the possibility of

”serious irreversible harm”
on the environment and

residents, the Su eé:reme'

Court (SC) has issu

of kalikasan against mining
operations in Brooke’s Point
in Palawan.

In a notice made public
yesterday,
Celestial Nickel Mining and
Exploration Corp., Ipilan
Nickel Corp. (INC), the
De, of
aMial Resources

(DENR) and’ Mines and

Geosciences Bureau (MGB)

- toﬁleamnﬁedmtm:nofthe-

writ within 10 days.

epﬁt{ﬁonwasﬁléﬁ&y,

il.te indigenous cultural com-
munities (ICCs) in

mmxmaﬁf i

saguen, Aribungos, Mamba-
lot and Maasin..

The ICCs said the MGB and i

‘the SC ordered h

Environment

INC failed to act on requests

~ to investigate the mining

operations and implement a

_cease and desist-order issued

by the DENR last year.

The government and Ce-
lestial signed a mineral pro--
duction ; ‘agreement in
1993, covering nearly 3,000
ectares of land in Brooke s
Point.
~ The SC said the project
proponents should pmwde
evidence to di

: ﬁardmgtbepmenttalha‘rm-

impact of the mining op-
erations to the environment.
~The high court said the

- “inaction” aftheDENRarfd'
MGB over theﬁtron
‘residents of Brooke

aSof
Point
“shows their mdlfferen

to the rights of the ICCs to
- a balanced _amd healthfﬁi

et s TR

-ecology.”

B —mm—
\_‘\

~Neil Jayson s.mm“
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BAGUIO SEEKS PROTECTION

OF REMAINING ‘GREEN SPAGES

By Vincent Cabreza
@IngNational

BAGUIO CITY—Scientists - in
this city are studying and re-
cording the animal and plant life
that managed to thrive in pock-
ets of “green spaces,” despite
the influx of settlers and tourists
in an already overcrowded and
overdeveloped summer capital:

. The initiative undertaken
by biologists of the University
of the Philippines (UP) Baguio
and the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) will supplement a draft
ordinance being studied by the
city council which would desig-
nate and preserve the city’s re-
majmng “urban green spaces:”

‘Councilor Leandro Yangot
Jr., who sponsored the measure,
said the proposed law would
safeguard all vegetated pub- .
lic lands, including parks, tree
patches and interior waterways.

Urban green spaces have re-
cently drawn the attention of sci-
entists and policymakers “due to
the realization that biodiversity
still exists within urban areas,” UP
Baguio biology professor Zenaida
Baoanan told councilors during

t’m;_;eglﬂa: session on Monday.

Baoanan, fellow UP Bagu-
io biologist Liezel Magtoto and
their research team began as-

sessing the flora (plant life) and -

fauna (animal life) of Buyog wa-

‘tershed, a unique forest patch
that exists between dense set-
tlements in the villages of Quiri-
no Hill and Pinget.

They have since identified
18 bird and nine rodent species
there, as well as 31 plant species
that require conservation.

The type of animals and
plants that dwell in pine for-
ests depend on the elevation,
Baoanan said.

native there, Baoanan said. Her
team found the arctic warbler in
higher sections of the watershed
at 1,557 meters and the yellow
vented bulbul at 1,434 meters.

. Buyog was declared as a
20-hectare watershed by then
President Fidel V. Ramos in 1992,
but rapid human encroachment
reduced this “tropical lower
montane forest” to only 8 ha.

‘Human disturbance’

But with the help of active
reforestation by the DENR and
civic organizations from 2003
to 2022, the narrow patch-of
watershed has thickened with
trees, Baoanan said.

She said the presence of rats
‘and an abunda.nce of snails, of
wblch g9.5 percent were dead
" at the time of study, were ev-
idence of “prolonged human
disturbance” in their habitat.

The UP team would assess
other green spaces in the city as
 part of the DENR’s urban forest
management program, said for-
ester Meagan Kittong-Ayochok,
who joined the session.

Many of these green spaces
are small, but the healthy ecol-
ogy found in these pocket green
zones “should not be taken for
granted,” Baoanan said, not-
ing that the animals and plants
there are connected to a frac-

tured Cordillera forest system.

She also advised the city’s
lawmakers to put up mecha-
nisms that would manage these
green spaces, and restrict or re-
duce the invasive species that
have sprouted there..

- The African tulip, a shxub-
like tree that secretes chemicals
that are fatal to bees, has been
growing in different parts:of
Baguio, Bacanan said.

During the discussion, Coun-

cilor Jose Molintas said UP’s ex-

pertise could also be tapped to
audit the biodiversity of lands that
are primed for development, “so
we can establish how to tax or pe-
nalize them for the destruction.”
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OF PINE AND MEM

a
NEWSINFG INTURRER AT

: Secandgmwtli :
 The Baguio City plateau is
1,400 meters above sea level, and
is much lower than the dense
pine forests in Benguetpmvmee
like Mt. Pulag, where the cloud
rat was rediscovered.

Baoanan pmnted out that
the local pine woodlands, for
which Baguio has been known
as the City of Pines, are actually

\second growth forests.

In Buyog, the “canopy spe-:-'
cies,” or dominant tree cover
recorded by the research team,
are Benguet pine, agoho and
eucalyptus trees, with “under-
story plant species” or plants
found beneath the canopy, such-

‘as calliandra and lantana (locally

known as "ha.nghangsxg”) ‘which
are “invasive species,” she said.
~ Invasive plants spread wild-
ly in the higher levels of Buyog.-_
Baoanan said. - -
. Among the bu’ds still hving-
in Buyog are the Luzon sunbird,

the sulphur-billed nuthatch, the -

Philippine bush warbler and the
green-backed whistler. which are

Councilor Arthur Allad-iw
urged the DENR to also evalu-

 ate the flora and fauna of private

lots. Learning about the ecosys-
tem on their properties may en-
courage landowners to maintain
their idle l#nds into small forests,
to be supported by tax. incen-
tives, he said.

' Thedraft urban green spaces
_ordinance is one of several mea-
smesbemgre\nmedbythecmm
cil to preserve Baguio’s 23-percent
forest cover, including a proposed
law in 2021 that requires: all28 ba-
rangays to identify, manage and,
if necessary, fence off communal
forests, greenbelts, watersheds
and other tree patches fmznd in

- their territories.

Yangatalmsponsovedadraft
ordinance in 2019 that would
designate all pine trees in Baguio
as “heritage trees,” to discourage
developers from cumm

down. mo

e N R |MM’R

Birds, l‘cl‘ltms and na:m punluontlnus o Thrive in the remalning pockets of "green sp

:he plme l'orul at Buyog watersh

olocal —HEIL G

round heavily populated sections of Baguio City, ke these communities nla'r
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for the Philippines at the beginning of his
term, promising in his State of the Nation Ad-
dress (Sona) last year to “increase our use of
renewable energy sources such as hyd.ropow-.
er, geothermal power, solar, and wind.” .

He doubled down on that directive this
year, telling the public that “renewable ener-
gy is the way forward,” thus his administra-
tion was “aggressively promoting renewables” so that
ttese ill account for 35 percent of the country s energy
T

qu ents by 2030, with the target cranked up to 50

perce by 2040, from the current leyel of just 23 percent.
Thqs isa radically different picture from today’s en-

ergy mix, which is dominated at about 60 percent by

coal, an energy source the Marcos administration wants
to wean away from, given its adverse impact on the en-
vironment and the growing aversion of the global finan-
“cial community to funding coal-fired plants.
~ So far, the government's policies seem to be on the
right tqack giving the public reason to believe that the

goal to use more clean energy will actually be attained.

In November last year, for example, the Department of -

ergy (DOE) issued a circular that removed the stip-
ulm.mn1
energy resources, Foreign investors can now own all
of the equlty in projects involving the exploranon, de-
velopment, and use of solar, wind, hydro, and ocean or
tidal energy sources, making the Philippines the ' “most
exciting” renewable energy market in the region for
‘the next five to 10 years, according to Erman Akinci, a
partner in Malaysian investment firm Emissary Capital.
Indeed, Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners’ New Mar—
kets Fund, a wholly owned foreign compa,ny, has
in and secured contracts to develop three offshore w‘tnd
projects with a combined capacity of two gigawatts.

| The government has also dangled new incentives for
investors in renewable energy, energy storage, and oth-

‘Ereen economy industries undgt.tbg 2022 Strategic

stment Priority Plan, including income tax holidays-

and preferential tax rates, in a bid to ‘momentum to
thelcourﬁrfy‘s pursuit of climate chamge@als and transi-

ma{greeuer energy mix.

also integrating different government agen-

aes such as the Department of Environment and Natural-
Resource: Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC), and even
the Philippine Coast Guard into the Energy Virtual One-
Stop System platform to make it easier for project propo-
nents to secure the array of permits and licenses needed to
jumpstart their big-ticket renewable energy projects. The
private sector has so far responded positively to the policy
shift and ts sweeteners, with government awarding since
last additional 126 renewable energy contracts with
the ten_ ial to produce 31,000 megawatts (MW),

resident Marcos has laid out an ambitious °
roadmap toward an “energy-secure future”

of Filipino ownership over certain renewable

“To date, we Tiave over a thousand active projects —

spread all over the country, 299 of which are golar, 187
are wind, 436 hydroelectric, 58 biomass, 36 geothermal,
and 9 ocean-powered,” Mr. Marcos reported during his
second Sona. In July, the President managed to secire
$50 million in investments in renewable energy follow-
ing his state visit to Malaysia.

There remain, however, considerable barriers that the
Marcos administration must overcome to translate into
reality this dream of a more climate-friendly energy mix.
Among the DOE's priorities is getting the national trans-
mission grid ready to accept the additional power from
the renewable energy projects being developed across the
country. The National Grid Corp. of the Philippines has
already been called out for delays in several transmission
line projects, with the DOE counting on their commit-
ment to hasten the completion of these vital projects.

The government will also have to deal with the issue of
pricing, as the average cost of producing renewable ener-
gy at current levels is higher than that of fossil fuels. This
was made apparent during the last auction of renewable
energy capacities under the Green Energy Auction Pro-
gram, where only 3,580.7 MW—mostly ground-mourt-
ed solar—were committed to be in place within the next
years out of the 11,600 MW of capacity auctioned off. That
private firms largely shunned the auction deemed crucial
in achieving the government'’s goal of increasing renew-
able energy use was blamed largely on the “low price
caps set by the ERC, that would render these firms unable
to recover costs. With the Philippines having one of the
highest electricity rates in the region—a major turno®

for energy—mtenswe manufacmnng compames—eﬁor S

i s administration
has its wwark cut cuff@ﬁt Itis mwup to the government
and the private sector to work double time to achieve this
‘worthy goal of securing the country’s energy needs from

1iile;stl sources, and at prices that Filipinos can afford.
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DENR bats for
‘meager 2024
budget hike

THE Department of Enwmnment and Natureﬂ Resourc
es appealed for a slight increase.in its 2024 budget to
P24.572 billion, which, according to its head, is less
than 1 percent of the proposed P5.768 trillion natmnal
expenditure program. b '

"Weareoﬂpercemafmemtal national budget,am
yet, we are tasked with an.enormous and complex mandate”

+ Environment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga told the
House Committee on Appropriations on Wednesday:

However, the agency’s proposed budget for 2024 is
alraadyS 49 percent higher than its 2023 allocation of
P23.29 billion.

Inits presentation to the Hause panel the DENR
sald the budget would adopt a climate-risk Iens in
‘national plqnmng and policies. :

The proposed allncatmq is broken down into:

) P18.62 billion for the DENR’s offices across the muntry

P2.57 billion for the Emrmnmen‘raf Management
Bureau, P1.47 billion for the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau, P1, 5btﬂmn for the National Mappmg and|
Resource Information Authority, P210.92 milion for
the National Water Resources Board, and P94. 6 million

 for'the Palawan Council for Sustamable Davelopment

Lnyzagaasaid the budgetn’as expected to address
the complex environmental policy areas, including
forests, hmdwemty, coastal and marme resources
‘minerals, lands, air and water,

“The proposed budget incorporates a geospatlal ap-
proach to |dermfymg, accounting and valuing our natural
resources, and integfated and strategic planning required
to de-risk development positions,” she pointedout. '

She said that securing adequate finandng fof the science,
technology, engineering, innovations and human resolifces
for sustainable yewi'ammhasheen“d\aﬂenging”r—— not
mlyfnrtheDENBbut&Pso forall developing countries.

“The impacts of the tesources the DENR is given will
be multiplied hyadapUng awhole-of-governmentand
who!e—of—sonety approach, We aim to use these resources
to build the trust of our communities, the private sector;
dcademe, and deve#opmentmners to further our goals,"
Yuta~Loyzaga said. BED MENDOZA




&%

TITLE :

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION

INIT].mVEs
SER\-‘ICE

BusinessMirror 2z

= A broader ok al vy’ busiess =

PAGE

[_]

EDITORIAL CARTOON

PAGE1
STORY

BANNER
STORY

0817-28

DATE

P16.9Ballotted 1
for govt workers
-salary hike - DBM -

Télﬁ ‘Department of Budget and Management (DBM) said
on Wednesday that P16. 95 billion has been earmarked for

tlmaalarylﬁdeas!afg nment workers, = 10
' “We have allotted P16.95 95 billion to support the compen-
sation adjustment,” Sed‘étatyAmenah P‘angﬁnd&hzan

"said in astatemém. o

Pangandaman added ihat potential mod{ﬁcanuns to
temmuerahon packages for staié employées could be con-

lnlanuary theﬁnalpo‘rﬁ'oﬁ:’ sala
. emplcyee:s was put into eﬁact_as m: ﬁ

fli

'qh 9’:

The law states that th :,? edpa[a.p' qma
e statJes t the adjuste 8
ernment staf}' V\,nllhecarrledJ outmfour phases‘fom 2%

t92023, b EniEaR

firbw i‘iM

“This wammlm encourage aurfguc»v citizens 10 join

the governmer tor and also to motivate our existing
employees to 1e in m—gcwemmemsemce apd@giqml
diligently and jely,” Pangandaman said. . i1

“When it comes to mplemenung:another rmund of
_ increases, President Bongbong Marcos has instructed us to
- conducta mdyte easum{hat&t salwqfalkmmcmhl

e 165+ Hor e

WMFRG’MﬁlJ 9.5

P169B

government mﬁm Buonm

- generally competitive compared

to those working in the private
sector,” sheadded.

'I‘he DBM has also included '

SHWEE £ T

i the aﬂ%&ﬁeﬁ of P1. Wfbﬁhon
in the proposed 2024 National
* Expenditure Program to fund
the additional P1,000 in the
“uniform or clothing allowance
of over 1.3 million government
employees.
NINA MYKA PAULINE

Ancmmlbmu :




