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DENR Housing Project Awardees 
 Saturday, April 16, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. 

Sampulna (3rd from left) awards to Cristobal S. Valdez, Jr. of the DENR Personnel Division, 

the Transfer Certificate of Title (TCT) for the land he purchased in Tanza, Cavite under the 

DENR Project H.O.P.E. (Harmony of People and the Environment), the agency’s housing 

project. Eight other employees were recipients of land titles for properties located in Barangay 

Bagtas in Tanza, Cavite, and Barangay Sampaloc IV and Windward Hills Subdivision in 

Dasmariñas, Cavite. Looking on are DENR Undersecretary for Finance, Information Systems 

and Climate Change Atty. Analiza Rebuelta-Teh and Undersecretary for Enforcement, Solid 

Waste Management, Local Government Units Concerns and Attached Agencies Benito Antonio 

T. De Leon (3rd and 4th from right). The awarding of the TCTs was held on April 4 at 

the DENR Central office after the flag raising ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/denr-housing-project-awardees/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/denr-housing-project-awardees/
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https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-welcomes-back-denr-warriors-to-home-court/
https://www.denr.gov.ph/
https://journal.com.ph/denr-housing-project-awardees/
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Sampulna Welcomes Back DENR Warriors to Home 
Court 
 Saturday, April 16, 2022 Journal Online 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. 

Sampulna (holding basketball) welcomes back the DENR Environmental Warriors, the 

basketball team of the Department, to the Central Office after a two-year break due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. The team is the defending champion of the UNTV Cup after winning 

against the Armed Forces of the Philippines in 2020. DENR Undersecretary for Legal, 

Administration, Human Resources and Legislative Affairs and Warriors head coach Atty. 

Ernesto D. Adobo, Jr. and Legal Affairs Service Director and assistant coach Atty. Norlito A. 

Eneran (right and left of Sampulna) said they hope to clinch the title again this year as the 

league continues. The UNTV Cup is an annual charity basketball league joined by government 

agencies. It was temporarily discontinued in 2020 with the onset of the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/sampulna-welcomes-back-denr-warriors-to-home-court/  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/467126880013644/posts/5185368871522731/  
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DOH bans single-use plastics in Ilocos 
facilities 
Shiela Crisostomo - The Philippine Star April 17, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Single-use plastics are now prohibited in all facilities of the Department 

of Health (DOH) in Ilocos region. 

The DOH said its regional and provincial offices, Philippine Health Insurance Corp. and DOH-

attached agencies, such as the National Nutrition Council and Philippine Institute of Traditional 

Alternative Health Care in Ilocos Sur, Ilocos Norte, Pangasinan and La Union are covered by 

the ban. 

DOH regional director Paula Paz Sydiongco noted that single-use plastics do not decompose 

and only become fragments that pollute the environment for years. 

“These kinds of plastics are not biodegradable and when they are shred into tiny pieces they 

end up in canals, rivers, farmland and eventually into the sea,” Sydiongco said in a statement. 

The most common single-use plastic products are drinking straws, cups, drinking bottles, drink 

stirrers, spoons, forks, knives and thin-filmed sando bags. 

Sydiongco encouraged residents and local government units to adopt a similar ban to minimize 

pollution. 

She said the ban would also reduce the demand for plastic production, which is contributing to 

global climate change. 

“We encourage residents to be responsible in using plastic products to reduce all kinds of 

marine pollution. Proper disposal and management of plastic waste must be done accordingly,” 

Sydiongco said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/17/2174659/doh-bans-single-use-plastics-

ilocos-facilities  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1746738/shiela-crisostomo
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Climate change: Key UN finding widely 

misinterpreted 

By Matt McGrath Environment correspondent 

Published 22 hours ago 

 
MARIO TAMA 

A key finding in the latest IPCC climate report has been widely misinterpreted, according 
to scientists involved in the study. 
 
In the document, researchers wrote that greenhouse gases are projected to peak "at the latest 
before 2025". 
 
This implies that carbon could increase for another three years and the world could still avoid 
dangerous warming. 
 
But scientists say that's incorrect and that emissions need to fall immediately. 
 
The IPCC's most recent report focused on how to limit or curtail emissions of the gases that 
are the root cause of warming. 
 
In their summary for policymakers, the scientists said it was still possible to avoid the most 
dangerous levels of warming by keeping the rise in global temperatures under 1.5C this 
century. 
 
This will take a herculean effort, with carbon emissions needing to shrink by 43% by the end of 

this decade to stay under this threshold of danger. 

 

GETTY IMAGES 

Fires in Colorado have forced evacuations 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-60984663
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But before they fall, emissions need to reach a peak - and it's in the text explaining this idea 
that the report becomes confusing. 
 
"Global greenhouse gases are projected to peak between 2020 and at the latest by 2025, in 
global modelled pathways that limit warming to 1.5C," the summary states. 
 
Most media outlets including the BBC concluded that meant emissions could rise until 2025 
and the world could still stay under 1.5C. 
 
"When you read the text as it's laid out, it does give the impression that you've got to 2025 
which I think is a very unfortunate outcome," said Glen Peters, from the Centre for International 
Climate Research in Oslo, and an IPCC lead author. 
 
"It's an unfortunate choice of wording. That is, unfortunately, going to potentially have some 
rather negative consequences." 
 
So what went wrong? 
 
It's partly because the climate models that scientists use to project temperatures work in five-
year blocs, so 2025 follows 2020 for example, without reference to the years in between. 
 
"Because models work on 5-year increments, we can't derive statements with higher precision," 
said Dr Joeri Rogelj, from Imperial College London, and an IPCC lead author. 
 
"But when you look at the scientific data supporting this headline, it becomes immediately clear 
that any scenario in line with 1.5C drops emissions from 2020 to 2025. Even for scenarios that 
limit warm 

 
GETTY IMAGES 

Coping with the aftermath of deadly floods in South Africa 

 

Another issue was timing. 
 
Covid delayed the mitigation report by about a year but the information used came from models 
that projected peaking, by and large, in 2020. 
 
"The headline statement couldn't say emissions should have peaked already, as governments 
and scientists need to agree on messaging that is scientifically accurate without being policy 
prescriptive," said Dr Edward Byers, an IPCC contributing author from the International Institute 
for Applied Systems Analysis. 
 
This led to a lengthy debate during the two-week long approval session between the scientists 
and government officials over the exact words to use. 
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"There were many discussions about whether words such as "now" or "immediately" can be 
used," said Dr Byers. 
 
"Some parties or people had concerns that that this would soon be out of date. And if the report 
was read in the future then "immediately" doesn't mean anything." 

 
GETTY IMAGES 

A dried out reservoir in Chile where drought has forced the government to take emergency measures 

 

"I don't personally agree with that so I think 'immediately' would have been the best word to 
use." 
 
A major challenge in communicating complex messages about climate change is that the more 
simplified media reports of these events often have more influence than the science itself. 
 
This worries observers who argue that giving countries the impression that emissions can 
continue to grow until 2025 would be a disaster for the world. 
 
"We definitely don't have the luxury of letting emissions grow for yet another three years," said 
Kaisa Kosonen from Greenpeace. 
 
"We have eight years to nearly halve global emissions. That's an enormous task, but still 
doable, as the IPCC has just reminded us - but if people now start chasing emissions peak by 
2025 as some kind of benchmark, we don't have a chance." 
 
Follow Matt on Twitter @mattmcgrathbbc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-61110406  

 

https://twitter.com/MattMcGrathBBC
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-61110406


April 17, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Global warming: even cacti can’t take the heat 
Agence France-Presse / 09:16 AM April 16, 2022 

 
A bee works to collect nectar from a flowering cholla cactus in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, which is 

threatened by climate change, on March 23, 2022 near Borrego Springs, California. A 2021 UC Irvine 

study found that native vegetation declined close to 40 percent from 1984 to 2017 in California’s Colorado 

Desert region which includes the park.  (Getty Images via AFP) 

 

PARIS, France  – Sixty percent of cactus species will wind up in less hospitable climates over 
the coming decades as global warming sets in, according to new research challenging the long-
held assumption the iconic desert plants will thrive with more heat. 
 
By 2070, up to 90 percent could be threatened with extinction due to climate change, habitat 
loss and other stressors, triple the current percentage, scientists reported in Nature Plants. 
 
Some 1,500 species of cacti spread across the Americas live in varying climes, ranging from 
sea-level deserts to the high Andes mountains, from bone-dry ecosystems to humid tropical 
forests. 
 
Biodiversity hotspots rich in species and numbers include central Mexico and the Brazilian 
Atlantic Forest. 
 
To test the notion that cacti will benefit from a warmer and more drought-prone world, 
researchers led by Michiel Pillet from the University of Arizona examined data on more than 
400 species and ran models projecting how they would fare at mid-century and beyond under 
different greenhouse gas emissions scenarios. 
 
The findings “paint a more pessimistic future,” according to the study, published Thursday. 
 
Currently, the main threat to cacti is expanding agriculture, along with land degradation, 
biodiversity loss and harvesting for various uses. 
 
Even without climate change, cacti “is one of the most endangered groups of organisms on the 
planet,” with more than 30 percent classified as at risk of extinction, the authors note. 
 
Under a moderate emissions scenario in line with current policies, global warming will soon be 
a significant threat as well. 
 
“Our results suggest that climate change will become a primary driver of cactus extinction risk, 
with 60 to 90 percent of species assessed negatively impacted” by global warming, the 
researchers reported. 

 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-61110406  

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
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Within four or five decades, some 25 percent of cacti species could experience unfamiliar 
climates over a quarter of their current range. 
 
Earlier studies have shown impaired photosynthesis — the process by which plants use 
sunlight to make foods from CO2 and water — with only two degrees Celsius of global warming. 
 
Earth’s average surface temperature, including oceans, is already 1.1C warmer than 
preindustrial times, and about 1.7C warmer over land only. 
gsg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1583478/global-warming-even-cacti-cant-take-the-

heat?utm_source=gallery&utm_medium=direct  
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Global warming hostile even to cacti 
By 2070, up to 90 percent could be threatened with extinction due to climate 
change, habitat loss, and other stressors, triple the current percentage, scientists 
reported in Nature Plants 
Published 1 hour ago on April 17, 2022 05:45 AM 
By Agence France-Presse 

 
Photo Courtesy : AFP 

PARIS, France (AFP) — Sixty percent of cactus species will wind up in less hospitable climates 
over the coming decades as global warming sets in, according to new research challenging the 
long-held assumption the iconic desert plants will thrive with more heat. 

By 2070, up to 90 percent could be threatened with extinction due to climate change, habitat 
loss, and other stressors, triple the current percentage, scientists reported in Nature Plants. 

Some 1,500 species of cacti spread across the Americas live in varying climes, ranging from 
sea-level deserts to the high Andes mountains, from bone-dry ecosystems to humid tropical 
forests. 

Biodiversity hotspots rich in species and numbers include central Mexico and the Brazilian 
Atlantic Forest. 

To test the notion that cacti will benefit from a warmer and more drought-prone world, 
researchers led by Michiel Pillet from the University of Arizona examined data on more than 
400 species and ran models projecting how they would fare at mid-century and beyond under 
different greenhouse gas emissions scenarios. 

The findings “paint a more pessimistic future,” according to the study, published Thursday. 

Currently, the main threat to cacti is expanding agriculture, along with land degradation, 
biodiversity loss, and harvesting for various uses. 

Even without climate change, cacti “is one of the most endangered groups of organisms on the 
planet,” with more than 30 percent classified as at risk of extinction, the authors note. 

Under a moderate emissions scenario in line with current policies, global warming will soon be 
a significant threat as well. 

“Our results suggest that climate change will become a primary driver of cactus extinction risk, 
with 60 to 90 percent of species assessed negatively impacted” by global warming, the 
researchers reported. 

 

Within four or five decades, some 25 percent of cacti species could experience unfamiliar 
climates over a quarter of their current range. 

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/afp/
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Within four or five decades, some 25 percent of cacti species could experience unfamiliar 
climates over a quarter of their current range. 

Earlier studies have shown impaired photosynthesis — the process by which plants use 
sunlight to make foods from CO2 and water — with only two degrees Celsius of global warming. 
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Blue Bond Incubator to help AsPac oceans 
Louella Desiderio - The Philippine Star April 17, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has started the world’s first Blue 

Bond Incubator which will support Asia Pacific economies to address climate change by 

boosting ocean-related projects. 

Supported by ADB’s Asia-Pacific Climate Finance Fund, the Blue Bond Incubator is critical in 

helping the region combat climate change impacts and protect livelihoods of millions of people. 

This is part of ADB’s Action Plan for Healthy Oceans and Sustainable Blue Economies that 

aims to catalyze sustainable investments in the region by committing to invest and provide 

technical assistance of at least $5 billion by 2024. 

This also builds on ADB’s first blue bond issuance in September of last year. 

Blue bond proceeds will finance projects that enhance ocean health through ecosystem 

restoration, natural resources management, sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, reduction 

of coastal pollution, circular economy, marine renewable energy, and green ports and shipping. 

These investments are also seen supporting sustainable economic growth and jobs for the 

people. 

ADB Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department director general Bruno 

Carrasco said ocean-based climate mitigation and resilience are key to climate change action. 

ADB director general for the Pacific Leah Gutierrez, for her part, said ocean investments are 

key to building resilient communities and economies and the ADB Blue Bond Incubator will 

grow the blue economies at scale. 

Work under the incubator will develop a standardized global guidance for the issuance of blue 

bonds, in collaboration with the International Capital Markets Association, the International 

Finance Corp. United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative, and United Nations 

Global Compact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/04/17/2174628/blue-bond-incubator-help-

aspac-oceans  
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Search at rescue sa mga natabunan, tuloy 
Published 1 hour ago on April 17, 2022 05:40 AM 
By Sebastian Navarro 

 

Nagpatuloy pa rin ang search at retrieval operations sa Baybay City para hanapin pa ang mga 

natabunan ng landslide sa lugar nitong Biyernes Santo. 

Nasa ika-apat na araw na noong Biyernes ang paghahanap ng mga katawan ng mga 

natabunan mula nang maganap ang landslide nitong Linggo. 

Ayon sa Retrieval Cluster Team Leader sa Brgy. Kantagnos na si SSupt Rodrigo Almaden Jr., 

nakuha nila ang lahat ng visible cadaver o ang mga bangkay na hindi na kailangang hukayin. 

Pero malaking hamon ang paghahanap ng mga bangkay dahil maliban sa kailangan nilang 

kalkalin ang mga debris, halos lahat ng bahay ay natabunan pa ng makapal na putik mula sa 

gumuhong bundok. 

Dahil umulan Huwebes ng gabi, mas lumambot pa ang lupa, bagay na mas nagpapahirap sa 

paghahanap ng bangkay. 

Nagtulong-tulong na ang PNP, Philippine Army at Coast Guard sa search and retrieval 

operations. Dumating na rin mula sa Mindanao ang Surigao CDRRMO. 

Gumami na sila ng K-9 unit para mapabilis ang paghahanap ng mga bangkay. 

Dahil limang araw na mula nang maganap ang trahedya, nangangamoy na ang lugar. Pero 

ayon sa retrieval team, hirap sila dahil maliban sa mga natabunang tao, may mga hayop din 

na natabunan. 

“Isa rin yan sa magpapahirap sa amin dahil how we wish merong differentiation ng namatay na 

tao at namatay na hayop. Same ang amoy,” ani Almaden. 

Bagamat maliit na ang posibilidad na may makukuha pang buhay na residente sa landslide 

area, gumamit pa rin ang Army ng life detector. 

Dagdag ni Almaden, kung mahihirapan na ang retrieval team sa paghahanap ng mga bangkay 

sa loob ng dalawa o tatlong araw, maaaring itigil na nila ang paghahanap. 

Ngunit, aniya, isinasaalang-alang pa rin nila ang damdamin ng mga namatayan na gustong 

makita ang bangkay ng kanilang mga kaanak kaya ginagawa nila ang lahat para makahukay 

pa ng mga bangkay. 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/17/search-at-rescue-sa-mga-natabunan-tuloy/  
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35,000 COVID-19 active cases posibleng 
pumalo sa araw ng halalan 
Ludy Bermudo - Pang-masa April 17, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Posibleng pumalo sa 35,000 aktibong kaso ng COVID-19 ang maitala 

sa araw ng eleksyon sa Mayo 9, dahil sa patuloy na pagbaba ng pagsunod sa minimum public 

health standards (MPHS), 

Ayon sa Department of Health (DOH), sa naging pagtaya ng mga eksperto sa epidemiologic 

modelling, ang bansa ay maaaring nagkaroon ng mababang bilang ng mga kaso mula Marso 

hanggang Abril subalit dahil sa pagbaba naman ng pagsunod sa MPHS ay maaari na itong 

magbago. 

Ang mga rate ng pagsunod sa panahong ito ay tinatayang nasa 7 porsiyento sa buong bansa, 

at -12 porsiyento sa National Capital Region (NCR). 

Batay sa modelong Susceptible-Exposed-Infectious-Recovered with Vaccination and 

Reinfection (SVEIR) na ginamit ng sub-Technical Working Group on Data Analytics (sTWG 

DA) at ang  Feasibility Analysis of Syndromic Surveillance using Spatio-temporal 

Epidemiological Modeler for Early Detection of Diseases (FASSSTER) Team, ang pagbaba sa 

MPHS compliance ay magiging dahilan sa pagtaas ng mga bilang ng aktbong kaso ng COVID-

19 

Ayon sa DOH, inaasahang ang pagbaba ng 20 porsiyento sa pagsunod sa MPHA sa national 

level ay posibleng humantong sa humigit-kumulang 34,788 aktibong kaso sa kalagitnaan ng 

Mayo. Dito, mahigit 564 ang nasa malubhang kondisyon habang 267 ang kritikal. 

Sa kabilang banda, kung nasa 30-porsiyento na pagbaba sa MPHS compliance, maaring 

maitaas pa ang mga kaso hanggang 300,000 sa parehong panahon. 

Batay sa datos ng DOH nitong Abril 12, may 131 aktibong kaso ng COVID-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/17/2174772/35000-covid-

19-active-cases-posibleng-pumalo-sa-araw-ng-halalan  
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https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/17/2174772/35000-covid-19-active-cases-posibleng-pumalo-sa-araw-ng-halalan
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New wave shows Covid ‘far from over’ 
He said the summit was ‘a critical reminder that the Covid-19 pandemic is far 
from over. We’re seeing 1.5 million new cases each day. Large outbreaks are 
spreading in Asia’ 
Published 4 hours ago on April 17, 2022 03:28 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 
A vaccination team goes door-to-door in a working-class neighborhood of Puerto Inirida, Colombia, to offer Covid-19 

vaccinations. / Photograph courtesy of PAHO 

Governments and pharmaceutical companies need to work together in a better way, to deliver 
vaccines “to every person, everywhere” — not simply in the wealthiest nations, the United 
Nations (UN) chief said this weekend. 

Secretary-General António Guterres was addressing the GAVI (Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunizations) COVAX (Covid Vaccine Alliance) international vaccine equity initiative’s 
Advance Market Commitment Summit 2022, which saw world leaders commit $4.8 billion to 
help lower-income nations boost vaccination rates and secure better access for new vaccine 
procurements. 

The GAVI Vaccine Alliance hosted the summit alongside G7 president, Germany, Ghana, 
Indonesia (which holds the presidency of the G20 industrialized nations forum), and African 
Union chair, Senegal. 

Raise your game 
 
Guterres said, in order to reach the billions who have so far not received vaccine shots, 
countries needed to fulfil and accelerate dose-sharing and donation commitments to COVAX 
with better quality of supply. 
 
“And it means having strong national vaccine delivery systems at the ready, including efforts to 
counter disinformation and get vaccines into arms. I also call on countries to commit new 
funding for the ACT-Accelerator and COVAX this year.” 

He said the summit was “a critical reminder that the Covid-19 pandemic is far from over. We’re 
seeing 1.5 million new cases each day. Large outbreaks are spreading in Asia,” he continued, 
together with “a new wave sweeping across Europe.” 

And some countries are reporting their highest death rates since the start of the pandemic. 

He said the spread of Omicron — now surging in the form of the BA2 variant in many parts of 
the world — was “a startling reminder of how quickly Covid-19 can mutate and spread, 
especially in the absence of high vaccination coverage.” 

A third of the planet is still lacking even one dose, and yet, some high-income countries are 
preparing for their second booster doses, the UN chief said. 
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A third of the planet is still lacking even one dose, and yet, some high-income countries are 
preparing for their second booster doses, the UN chief said. 

‘Brutal indictment’ 
 
“This is a brutal indictment of our deeply unequal world. It’s also a prime breeding ground for 
new variants, more deaths, and increased human and economic misery.” 
“The next variant is not a question of ‘if’. It’s a question of ‘when.’” 

We are far from our target of every country reaching 70 percent vaccination coverage by the 
middle of this year, he stressed, and with new variants emerging roughly every four months, 
“time is of the essence.” 

Guterres said there was plenty of global supply of vaccines, with 1.5 billion doses per month 
being manufactured, and the “remarkable” procurement, shipment and delivery system of 
the COVAX Facility and its Advance Market Commitment mechanism had managed to deliver 
1.2 billion doses so far to countries in need. 

“This proves that progress is possible. But the window is closing fast. And we need to help all 
countries prepare for future pandemics by multiplying the number of countries able to locally 
produce tests, vaccines and treatments,” he said. 
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