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leelaii^ioh PM^H on
lor many years, scientists and'
I environmental advocates have,

14k cautionedj^ie government against
apprQyin|jmo^^j»^ for land leda-
fi^ii^^d development pnqects I
|ij£iMl^a jBay. The historic bay, fhey'
■be^usb of th^risl^ posed by floods^ fo- j! tended tj^hoon-toduqed-stonft suir^ j

Yet 22 land reclamation projf^ were ^
approved duriiig the DutertO '
istration, despite continuing prote^ste
ag^inft th? pierils to the marine ecology
anitfSo#q^<^oinic impact.Not ton| afe asstip^g pffi^ &c-,
■fotaiy'^ifflda A^ts^a of.
j^e Peparttne^^^^ the-iipvlrdithiertf'j
'and Ibo&d'ihfo j

I, thpp«^e#pfo|jehpi,.„ .y I
i |^ehts^ir|t%
I Mainagepne^t" Bdrea.ti^tHat issues'tiieM

(EC^l totheprojeetpfoponents. ■ "i
r- Additionally,,.,Loyzaga invoked theSupreme Court ruling in 2018 ordeiine'
l^OTernment agencies, including tiie

j  to lehSbihtate Manila BaV ahdl

' Stdt6.* ;// ■ '■
Over foe past few months, she has

consulted Wifo stakeholders - noaeo^ i
P^g^zations, people^s bjga- irazations, fishers' groups> foe academe!

and Mienti&c brganizatidns and foe
pnvatebminesssector-togafoerinputeto ^de her scrutiny of foe projects.

After these consultations, Loyzaga
aimouncedfoapENR was convening!a te^ of local, and foreign ekperts i

t ,^"®Plative impact assess-'ment of the M.snila Bay reclamation
prefects. Many of these expertis, she j
said, were already involved in evaluat
ing certain of these. I "

All along Marcos Jr.
seemed to nave ignored
his DENR secretary's
important initiative. He
didn't think of giving it
a positive mention in his
second State of foe Nation
Address.

Then, last v«^eek, the
US embassy spokesper
son called attention to a
Big reclamation projectinvolving a Chinese con-,
struction company that
he said had taken part
in buiWii^g ^
islands (now servmg asChina's military outposts)
intheWestPhiUp^eSea.

' Th^icompany, said the spokesman, had
' ijeen blacklisted by foe US government
i years ago and foe World Bank and foe
Asian Deyelopment Bank had dted it for
"ffaudulent business practices."

'  ■ ' The explanation of US Ambassador
MaryKay Carlson was foat foe embassy

' Was. concerned by foe enyirorunentd
impact of j^e-scale reclamation.' The
project also could cause damage to foe

'  ''cultural and heritage appeal of foe
-historic Rpxas Boulevard ryhich lines

its shores."
flooding and other environmental

' prbhlems tb be caused by foe ques-
■  '^dbned project, she continued, would

lead to "potentially .losing whole
heighbotnoods." "We ate in thatneighborhobd," she stressed, referring
tb h®'^ embassy's strategic location
hn prime, previously reclaimed land
along Roxas Boulevard;

'  Quickly, last Monday Marcos Jr. gave
'  an order to suspend and review all
i foe Manila Bay reclamation projects,

^Cbpt for one mat he said had "already
been revieiiVed/' Mahy questions have

!  since been raised about whifo project
•had been exempted. He explained:.
;  ''There'^are many problems. We saw

I fofoy [of the projects] which are nbt

fixed. Because if they all push through
many rivers will be dogged; indu^g i
foe ones emptying into Manila Bay. '
The water will have nowhere to goTl
Even on Roxas Boulevard, foe sea \^ j
disappear." - • *' ; '

Environmental advocates, usually
critic^, were happy wifo foat. Among ,
them: ' , ■ ■ ■. .

• Agham (Advocates of Science
. and Technology for foe People): "We
welconte the dedsibn fo
fodafnatibn projects in Manila Bay, ■

. Ti# Wtctbry w^ a^evedtiSibttgh foe i
organizations (CSOs)> which have fob- i
lessly campaigned against tedamatibns |
foryeare." ' ' ' ^ }

• NICHE (People's Network for-
foe'Integrity of Coastal Habitats and
Ecosystems) recalled that for years
foe civil society ofgaruzations, local
comnuWdhM end J^endein^ ,

Bdr "dear negative environ- '
m^fel and sbdal MpntAs,'^ The group |
obs^fed foat recently, goYermn^*^® 1

foe same concern, dting investigations
conducted by the Senate and the House
of Representatives, and ihe US emb^®Y
gu3sf recently.
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Agham and NICHE pressed
the administration to be transparent
in identifying which project was ex-

i  empted from the suspension and on
what ground.

;. • Kalikasan PNE (KaUkasan People s
: Network for the Environment): "The

Filipino people have scored a resound
ing victory with this recent declaration.
This is another prime example of how
collective action, from community ac
tivities to national-level dialogues, can
push policy in the right direction for the
protection of the people and the planet.
The network, however, called for

vigilance against any attempt by project
'  proponents who may ap

peal the suspension order
and "find ways to circum
vent the moratorium."
• Pamalakaya, the na

tionwide alliance of fish-^
erfolk, demanded that'
government hold the
project proponents liable
to compensate the fami
lies displaced from their
coastal commimities.
• Equally bothered

by the seeming secrecy,
the international envi-
rorunental group Oceana
said: "We are alarmed by
the exemption of one proj
ect that was not divulged.
It should be revealed to

Over the past few
months. Secretary
Loyzaga has consult
ed with stakeholders
- nongovernment or
ganizations, people's
organizations, fish
ers' groups, the aca
deme and scientific
organizations and
the private business
sector - to gather
inputs to guide her
scrutiny Of the proj
ects.

the public so that CSOs, fisherfolk, sci
ence and academe and other key stake
holders can validate the reported review
that merited the exemption."

Oceana noted that the reclamation
projects were approved despite the
DENR and other groups having identi
fied Manila Bay as a "Key Biodiversity
Area." At least eight species of shellfish
- including the tfl/iong that we all enjoy
grilled and in a flavorful soup - along
with 50 species of fish can be found in
its waters; these include the Sardinella
pacifica, a new specie discovered in the
bay in 2019.

Furthermore, Oceana urged Marcos
Jr. to "permanently stop the projects as
they put in peril food security, violate
our constitutional rights to a healthy, ;
balanced, safe and resilient environment |
and the rights of artisarial fisherfolk and j
coastal communities to their fishing ;
grounds and livelihoods."

The various groups urged the gov- ■
enunent to come clean on how it would
enforce the moratorium.

In assuring them. Secretary Loyzaga
pointed out: ^

"I've been an advocate of transdis-
ciplinary work - not interdisciplinary;
not multidisciplinary... When you say
tr^sdiscipliuary work, we learn fron\
communities; from experts in practice.
We don't learn only from scientists who

[are professors."
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AFQRMERManilamayorwhdhadstrongly
opposed reclamationpr<^ects ln MaplJa
Bay on Friday backed the decision q(

PresjdentFerdlnand R.MarcpsJr,tosuspendall
reclamation projeds stra(|ji|ing fqursoutherir
cities and one province. -

Former Buhay party-iist Rep. Lito Atienza,
who once also head the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
said in a statement: "Truiy, he is our oniy
hope to see the wrongfulness of approving
22 reclamatibh prpjects ih the Boy. llVe also
support the investigation into how these
prOjOcts came about. W^atyardstick was used
to allow all this in the first place?" '
'  "Noonewillbenieftfromitbjittheprivate
owners. Enough is enough! BBM should .\
continue protecting the welfare oQhe people
and not just a few," added Atlenzi the only

Manila mayor who served'three successive
terms, during which he champjoned a
redevelcjpment of the dlstijcts ,^cing Maniia
Bay,,creating thdacclajmed Baywalk are^

Accordjng. to Atienza, the redamajtionr,
projectsdld noteven passthelocalgovernment
of Manila. "So, who approved this in Manila?
We strongly condemn this irresponsible
disregardtforlfuturegenerations^headded.In 199S, during his term asiVjce Mayor of
Manila, Atienza said they passed Ordinance
No. 7772, banning all forms of teelamation
In Manlla Ray. , .

"Our commitment to protect Manila Bayhas always taken precedence. We continued
thisdMrlngourthreetermsasMaybrofManiJaand evjen.developed the proipenade into
what b^me known as t^e Baywaik, UBs
afforded people with an unlmpeded view of

the sdeetacdlar Manifa Bay sunset,*he'^^
But fhis ordinance, Afien^ said, was

repealed by the succeedlhg admlnlstratlpn,
,  "Ihisppenedtiiefloodgams thatallow^^^^
redamation projectsin the Bay. We continued/
our crusade for the protectio)) of the Bay as;

. Environment Secretary when we sided with
the enVironmentaliststWho were forcing the
governmentto ciean up Mamia^Bay/'he said.

Atienzaalso said'envlronmentans^
surpdsed when they sidedivvifH W
before the Supteme i^ourt,:contrafy to past
OENRadminlstrattOns.

"Because of this, Ihe Supreme Court in
2008issuedtwdt of#^^^^
cfcanup, reh|biiimte,jpr&erve, and^'f^^^
toiitSjpristine conditionr^notto putdolomite,
sand, hut to clean the waters/ihes^^^

Tama*aydlVou are rlghti,Mr.President,

nawa/d na ang jrp% sa [the water is gohe
from] Manila Bay. Had BBM not intervened
andstoppedthese 22 projects, we would have
lost the Bay^the biggest jewefofthO City of
Manila. thisBay has heneflted our generation
and wiilhenefitifuture ones," Atienza addedOn Thursday, atatbriefing in Malacafianq
current DENR Secretary Maria Antonla Yulo'
Loyzaga said' an order stopping all land-
reclamationactivitles would beissoedshdrtly
toenfOfCePresiapntMartos'tuspensib^
issuedverba[|y.Arevi,e^|sa|so;Underwayforal! projects as part of the DENR's mandate i
from the SC.

Landi,feclamatiohninianenvitonmentalir 'criticalareaasiamlaBay^aTceywaterB(^»^ 'andimajOf ftshingsgrOundin Luzon-^mquifd^
a rtgid and thorpughiriview, she add

i. i;"
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'  Who gave
the green light?

Between 2019 and 2021, eri-
[  vironment officials say the gov

ernment approved 22 massive
reclamation projects in Manila
Bay. How did the administration
that championed the cleanup of
Boracay allow this to happen in
Manila Bay?

The reclamation activities have
been criticized not only for ob
structing the famous sunset over
the bay but also for destroying
the livelihoods of fishing com
munities and, more recently, for
aggravating flooding notablyin the provinces of Bulacan and
Pampanga. Concerns have also
been raised on the impact of the
reclamation activities on opera
tions in the country's busiest com
mercial port located in the city of
Manila.

Now President Marcos has
suspended all 22 reclamation
projects as the Department of En
vironment and Natural Resources
prepares to review their impact as
well as the process leading to the
approval of their environmental
compliance certificates of EGG,
which the DENR issues before
such projects can proceed.

The review should also estab
lish the proper route for under
taking such reclamation projects.
Investors involved in the projects
should themselves want that clar
ity. Vague rules can prove to be
immensely costly in any invest
ment, especially one involving
^"8® ®®®"nts of funding.Int IS case, who gave the gieen
light for several of the projects to

reclamation startwitri the issuance of an EGG'
from,the Philippine Reclamation Au-

jthority or the local government

unit with jurisdiction over the
reclaimed area? Gertain ECU of
ficials have touted the benefits of
the projects in terms of their po
tential for economic stimulation
and additional revenues.

The review must also deter
mine why so many projects with j
environmental impact on Metro j
Manila and four neighboring
provinces were approved within
just three years. After all the proj
ects were given the green light,
then president Rodrigo Duterte
announced that he no longer
wanted new reclamation projects
in the bay.

Recently, the issue was high
lighted after the US embassy is
sued a rare statement of concern
not only about the environmental
impact of the projects, but also
the involvement of a company
with links to state-owned Ghina
Gommunications Gonstruction
Go. The GGGG was blacklisted
by the US government in 2020 for ■
its role in the construction and
militarization of artificial islands !
in the South Ghina Sea. ,

The US embassy said the GGGGwas also flagged by the World
Bank and Asian Development
Bank for engaging in fraudulent
business practices. The local
group involved in the project has
said there were no such red flags
raised when the applications were
being processed.

u  are onhold, with calls to scrap them al
together. Can any environmental
damage still be undone? Obvi
ously, the sooner the rules and
policies are clarified, the betfl.
itwillbeforallconc;rned fmm.nve.„,, .He aTTeCed'c^

WS"-;
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The Neti^ Kiahila Inlernatiohal
Airboi't (NMIA) project; set tp bethe country's iMgesVinternatiphal
airport with four runways, is be
ing built; not ph reclaimed land,
bu^ on existing low-lymg land that,
hiitWaliy/ is vuli^erable to heavy
flooding and was converted to com-
hiercial fishponds, according to the
project proponent. ,

San Miguel Corp. (SMC) presir
j'^t arid CEO Rampn Ang said i!ti§ important tO/ d^i^ the haj^e
of its airport project "airud recent
discussions surrounding Mapila
P^y leclamation project- ,
,  ' The construction of the ad^od
project, qpyerod hy Republic Act

11506, does not'involve creatihg
new land frbm Manila fiayi Anfi
daWfied/

Kathen He said, it involves rede
veloping existing land that had been
mundated in previous decades fiue
to factors fijal indude fiooding jfrbrnheavily silteddver ̂ sfems, conver
sion to %h.ponds apd 9Vd:-,extra^
tion of g^oundwatdr that made it
m^ smc^pfible tdlahd subsid^^

/The,airport project does not
involye' r^lamation. Ihe project
site, has'oxistingi vdid lund titles
indicating its original status as
land. D)ue to naturd processes over
time,, this iand ̂ ad hecpme prone
to. regjular inundation, instead of

rveW lahd,^ we are redeyelropihgit to ite former state, ensuiirig
its, produchvfe and Sustamable use
for the future," Ang said. ,

He sdd the site is ^' island, , as
can be seen in maps of the Pep^t-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources and National Mkpplne
Resource Inforination Authoritv
from the 19,90s j Surrounded:
Meycauayan, tdMp and.Maycapizfivers, the low-lying land has h^
coriVtai|MintQ.|^ \

This h^,;howeveri. contributed tofloodinjg innearhy towns, as the flow
of the rivers put to Manila Bay hadl
beenimpeded, ,and sinpe the riyersthemselyes had become shallow due

to sfltatiOnandpoilutiUh. ,
^ng reiterated that the land

1 redevelopment i^bping donp with
ovrtorfs fliSd "DaitiilGrS,-

expei> xwyy* to ensure' fhat it follows.jhe strictest interna-
I fionid standards in enyirormtiental
and social impacts midgatipti. ̂

• As part OfJithe' drp^s idevdop-
ment, SMp is also implementmg
a massive river cleanup and reha-
bilitafion effort covering, not just
the rvearhy Mmiiap-Meycauayari-
ri V cxp V* I* w 'vvft.i. V—'y -rpt

address the proyiiice's pereruud
fioedhif pfphldn. ^ 1

''Again# puf god with diis massive ,
pipjeet is tp rejuvPnate the ihimd
fand and repurpdse it into a motepibdutfivermd tfansfoimafive asset
lofBdacah/fiie Cpimtcy and Ae Fih-
pinof^ople. The NMIA wffl not only
pfoinde a wotld-daiss facility, it wm
'^0 sefve as a cddyst lor local and,
natipnd economic grovdh, opening
doors to countless job opporuii^es
and paving'^e way for a futUry
ready Philippines that ia cbihpetifiye
bn, die glbbd sfag&' add.' ^

"We wifi stay eomlftitted tb ensuring fiiatllfis development upUftsi
the fives of our Icababayans addhdi
ances pfog^ss witH responsibility,"
hesdd. , - ,
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'San Mig airport
not being built on
reclaimed land'
By Darwin G. Amojelar
SAN Miguel Corp. on Friday said its
P740 billion New Manila International
Airport (NMLA) project is not being built
on reclaimed land and has land titles.

San Miguel Corporation (SMC)
president and chief executive Ramon
S. Ang said it is important to clarify the
nature of its airport project amid recent
discussions surrounding Manila Bay
reclamation projects.

:  The construction of the airport proj
ect, covered by Republic Act 11506,
does not involve creating new land
from Manila Bay, Ang clarified.

Rather, he said, it involves re
developing existing land, that had
been inundated by water in previous
decades due to factors that include
flooding from heavily-silted river sys-
|tems, conversion to fish ponds, and
over-extraction of groundwater that
made it more susceptible to land sub
sidence, among others.

"The airport project does not involve
reclamation. The project site has exist-

I ing, valid land titles indicating its origi
nal status as land," Ang said.

"Due to natural processes over time,
this land had become prone to regular
inundation. Instead of creating new land,

, we are redeveloping it to its former state
I ensuring its productive and sustainable
i use for the future," he added. (See full
story online at manilastandard.net)
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NegligentWhile politicians were ^
grandstanding about
the floods that hit Bula- '

can and Pampanga provinces last
week, San Miguel Corporation
(SMC) CEO Ramon Ang boarded 1H^ .
his chopper and surveyed the af-
fected areas for himself. What he
found, a case of gross negligence,
should distress us all.

Ang observed that while water was rising on one
side of Tulaoc bridge, it was freely flowing on the
other side. That can only be due to some form of
blockage. He had his engineers take a closer look.

The SMC engineers found that rocks and soil were
bulldozed into the river to serve as platform for a
crane when a crew was fixing the bridge. After they
were done fixing the bridge, the crew left with their
crane, leaving behind the material they had pushed
into the river.

Astonishing negligence—and yet so commonplace
Because of that negligence, thousands of homes

were submerged in water. So much livelihood was -
lost. So much agriculture was devastated. Even if we ̂
find the errant crew responsible for blocking river'
flow, we cannot sue them for all the damage wrought
by negligence.

Ang committed to clear the blocked waterway
at SMC expense. He will also try to help clear the
badly silted rivers of Bulacan and Pampanga. The
nation's biggest conglomerate already has heavy
equipment in the area, dredging the rivers sur
rounding the site of the New Manila International '
Airport (NMIA).

There has been uninformed talk about the airport '
project contributing to the flooding. The site of the 1
future aerocity is actually an island. It is surrounded ^
on two sides by the Meycauayan River and the
Maycapiz/Taliptip River. On the third side of this
triangular development is Manila Bay.

The airport project, Ang clarifies, does not involve
any reclamation. The area served as riceland and salt
flats for maybe centuries.

Since 2020, SMC has volunteered to clean up the
Pasig, Tullahan and San Juan Rivers - all of them
heavily silted, grossly polluted, highly toxic and
responsible for flooding the metropolitan area. The
country's largest conglomerate has spent over P3 bil
lion clearing up the three rivers - all of them listed as
among the most polluted in the world.

It was during the presentation of the results of the
de^up of the three rivers that Ramon Ang formal
ized his comrrutnient to help with the nearby water-

All the rivers flowing into Manila Bay are listpH
among the most polluted, for that matter Colle
tively, they are the largest source of plastics pollu'
tion that threaten the world's oceans. These riverJ
are a national embarrassment. The widespread

'S trash bins has

In exasperation, some of our officials are recbm- '
mending that the waterways be fenced to prevent the
dumping of trash. That will make for an ugly sight, a
testament to our collective irresponsibility.

At any rate, SMC has been clearing the two riv-
eis that border the site of the future airport. This
airport, when completed, will be among the largest
in the world. It will host not only aircraft repair and
assembly facilities but also a cutting edge technology
zone producing electronics for export.

For a couple of billion more, SMC could expand
its river dredging activities to the clogged waterways
of Bulacan and Pampanga. The corporation, after all
IS heavily invested in the area. Beyond the airport'
SMC is invested in the Bulacan Bulk Water supply
facility and the MRT-7 project which will be extended
to serve the airport.

The Bulacan Bulk Water Supply facility involves
impounding fresh water, reducing the need to
dig deep wells. Exploitation of the aquifers is one
reason large areas of northern Metro Manila and
Bulacan province are experiencing subsidence -
the collapse of ground levels until they are lower
than the sea.

Cleamng up our rivers is not easy. In the case of the
Pasig River cleanup alone, Ang reports that the SMC
crew has removed nearly 1.4 million tons of silt and
trash. In addition to clearing the two rivers borderine
the airport project, SMC had plarmed to clear up the
Bulakan-Obando-Boacaue-Meycauayan-Marilao-Guiguinto river system.

It helps that Ramon Ang is a trained engineer. He is
fascinated by these problems - in addition, of course
to SMC giving back to the community. '

For instance, Ang has determined there is n
need to elevate those parts of the NLEX that w
submerged last week. That is going to be a terriEi^
expensive solution. All that is needed is to clear
blocked water channels around the area. He did
with that part of the SLEX near the Alaska fao-
that used to be prone to flooding.

It will require a comprehensive approach to q
Bulacan and Pampanga from chronic floodinrX®
will help if the communities along the waterv?"
stop using the rivers as dumping ground Furtk^^extraction of ground water should be stopped ^^
this has caused subsidence. New areas fnrpounding water will have lo be ide^Hfied
construction should proceed wnk i? ?
thathavebeenbuilloverWsr.iS '';should be restored. subdivision develope,^

SMC will be helpful R„f,corporation to solve a wholly
mon Ang is not SupermS and^u " ®
his disposal are not limithss ^

The local governments ^ i, ^

™"ma£nV™"";u"'es, The flooding is oT^;
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DHSUD bares plans
for Pasia River rehab

BY ARLIE O. CALALOTasked by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. to lead the Inter-Agency
Council for the Pasig River Urban

Development (lAC-PRUD), the Depart
ment of Human Settlements and Urban
Development (DHSUD) has begun in
specting key areas along the Pasig River
and laid out plans on how to implement
the Chief Executive's order.

DHSUD Secretary Jose Rizalino
Acuzar said in a statement that
they initially checked on portions
of the historic river in Manila, par
ticularly at the back of the Central
Po^t Office, which is being eyed as
pilot area for mbced-use develop
ment and tourism spot, and Parola
Compound for the affected infor
mal sejtler families.

"We already have plans; and
we will soon present [them] to
the Office of the President and
before the council for approval,"
Acuzar added.

He said he had met with Met
ropolitan Manila Development

Authority ChairmancRomando
Artes, lAC-PRUD vice chairman,
to discuss the council's initial
steps to put the order's provi
sions into actionable strategies
for member-agencies.

Under Executive Order 035,
the secretaries of the Department
of Public Works and Highways,
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, Department of
the Interior and Local Government, >
Department of Tourism,' Depart
ment of Transportati6n,'Pepart-
ment of Finance, and Department
of Budget and Management were
natned as council members.
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Also council members are
the chairman of the National
Historical Commission of the
Philippines; the general man
ager of the Philippine Ports
Authority, the commandant of
the Philippine Coast Guard, the
general manager of the Laguna
Lake Development Authority,
and the chief executive officer of
the Tourism Infrastructure and
Enterprise Zone Authority.

The National Housing Author
ity, meanwhile, will serve as the
se^et^riat. ^

Aciizafr said the lAC-PRUD was
tasked primarily to "facilitate and
ensure the full rehabilitation of
the banks along the Pasig river
water system and nearby water
systems in order to provide al
ternative transportation, propel
economic opportunities and
boost tourism activities."

It was also directed to formulate
a Pasig river urban development
plan, which shall serve as the blue
print for the full rehabilitation of
the river toward realizing its full
potential for mbced-use develop
ment, transportation, recreation,
tourism and sustainable human

settlement, taking into consid
eration its historic and cultural
value, the DHSUD chief said.

"The lAC-PRUD was likewise
ordered to study, prepare, and
implement a comprehensive shel
ter plan for massive relocation of
informal settler families and other
unauthorized or unlawful occu
pants along the Pasig river banks,
including identification of suit
able relocation sites, strategies for
economic and social, integration
for ISFs and long-term solutions
to address ongoing migration into
the Pasig river banks," Acuzar said.

"The executive order also au
thorizes the lAC-PRUD to accept
grants, contributions, donations;
endowments, bequests or gifts
in cash or in kind from local and
foreign sources in support of the
formulation and implementation
of the Pasig river Urban develop
ment plan, subject to existing laws,
rules and regulations," he added.

The council was required to
submit to the Office of the Presi
dent, through the Office of the
Executive Secretary, a quarterly
status report to monitor the prog
ress of the rehabilitatioti.
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(Conclusion)Pending its resolution of
Republic of the Philippines
V. Pasig Rizal Co. Inc., the
Supreme Court noted that

the applicable Property Reg
istration Decree was amend
ed such that persons or their
predecessprs-in-inferest may
file an application for the reg
istration of title to alienable
and disposable land when they
had been in open, continuous,
exclusive, and notorious pos
session thereof for at least 20
years immediately preceding
the filing of such application.

Concerned applicants
then may npt need to comply
with the 30 years possession
required for acquisitive pre
scription, as earlier discussed.

Meanwhile, patrimonial
properties, which includes
alienable and disposable land,
could have only been convert
ed as such from properties
of public dominion upon the
state's express declaration that
it would no longer be intended
for public use or service, or the
development of the national
wealth, or that it had been so
converted.

For the purpose of con
firmation of title under the
revised Decree, however, the
Supreme Court noted that
this declaration shall not be
required where land has been
classified as alienable and dis
posable, which immediately
places it within the commerce
of men and thus, renders it
susceptible to being acquired
by private persons through ad
verse possession. .

In any case, the state's dec
laration should either be made
through a law enacted by Con
gress or a Presidential Procla
mation issued by the President
under the authority granted by
law.

Meanwhile, under the
amended Decree, this declara-,
tion is presumed when the Ex
ecutive Department classifies
the property as alienable and
disposable land of the pub
lic domain, as reflected in a
signed certification by a desig
nated Department of Environ
ment and Natural Resources

PROPERTYRULES
ATTY.SARA MAE D. MAWIS

Concerned
applicants then may
not need to comply
with the 30 years

possession required
for acquisitive
prescription

(DENR) geodetic engineer that
the subject property is part of
alienable and disposable lands
of the public domain.

Moreover, it should state
the applicable Forestry Ad
ministrative Order, DENR
Administrative Order, Exec
utive Order, Proclamations,
and the Land Classification
Project Map Number cover
ing the subject land. This cer
tification shall be imprinted
in the approved survey plan
submitted by the claimant
before the land registration
court.

According to the Supreme
Court, the amended Decree
shall apply retroactively to
cover pending applications for
land registration as of the date
it took effect, or on 1 Septem
ber 2021, such as the instant
case.

This application stems
from the amendment's cu
rative nature, which can be
construed from its declared
purpose "to simplify, updatej,]
and harmonize similar and re
lated provisions of land laws in

order to simplify and remove
ambiguity in its interpretation
and implementation."

One who seeks the regis
tration in his name of property
forming part of the public do
main must overcome the pre
sumption of State ownership.
To do so, he must establish
that the subject land is alien
able and disposable and thus,
susceptible of acquisition and
subsequent registration. These
do not require the claimant to
prove the state's lack of intent
to retain and utilize the land
for public use, which relates
to a negative fact that only the
latter could prove.

Once the claimant over
comes said presumption in
this manner, the state is then
burdened with refuting this
claim by proving that the said
land is retained for public ser
vice or for the development of
the national wealth, even if it
was previously classified as
alienable and disposable.

Here, respondent Pasig
Rizal Co., Inc.'s (PRCl) appli
cation and evidence) which
petitioner Republic of the Phil
ippines did not oppose, suffi
ciently established that it had
been in open, continuous, and
exclusive possession of the
subject land in the concept of
owner for over 54 j/ears from
the filing of the instant appfi^
cation.

Meanwhile, PRCl's proof
of the subject land's alien
able and disposable status,,
consisting of certifications
issued by the DENR Forest
Management Bureau Region
al Technical Director and
DENR Regional Executive Di
rector for the Nationai Cap
ital Region, did not comply
with the required proof un
der the amended Decree.

Considering its curative
nature, as well as PRCl's long
period of possession of the
subject land, the Supreme
Court ordered that this case be
remanded to the Court of Ap
peals for reception of evidence
concerning the land's classifj,
cation status.

(The first part of this col
umn came out on July 15,2023)

o
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Environmental law education: Choices to make
Fifty years after the first United

Nations International Confer
ence on the Environment was held
in Stockholm in 1972, the world
experienced the steady emergence
and growth of environmental law
as a new field of liaw to deal with
environmental problems on a
national and global scale.

There are many areas under
the rubric of environmental law.
Some of the earliest environmental
legislations concern the protection
ofthe environment from polluting
materials and, by extension, aim
to improve public health. How
ever, pollution now is more about
contaminant cleanup, safe use of
chemicals, waste management and
water quality for the multiple wa
ter use In that connection, a new
Department of Water Resource
Management is now in the off
ing in the Philippines, a most
timely government decision.

Sustainability of resources is
the other area of environmental
law application. It means the
ability to sustain a resource based
on relatively recent scientific

t
AMBASSADORS'
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principles: biodiversity as it re
lates in particular to food security
for the world's burgeoning popu
lation; increased dependence on
renewable energy; and chemical
cycling. Targets for sustainability
are forest and land resources,
mineral resources, water riesourc-
es as well as wildlife and fisheries,
all of which connect to the im
pact assessment and monitoring
strategy. In short, sustainability
is about how to best manage and
use natural resources.

In many ways, environmental
laws are often a form of insur
ance policy for the future for
such necessities aS food and
water. There will come a time
when resources are diminished,
or at worst gone, and that is the
reason why it is important to
ensure their wise use as possible.

Mention should be made that

ahead of the UN Climate Change
Conference to be held in the Unit
ed Arab Emirates (Dubai) later this
year is a campaign for a country
platform that will aid in placing
nature at the forefront of climate
action efforts. The platform should
prioritize the protection of bio
diversity for food security and
relies on funding commitments
to implement projects worldwide,
many of which are nature-based
solutions that support climate
mitigation and adaptation.

Revisiting environmental
law education in PH

Briefly, the University of the Phil
ippines College of Law was the
first to have environmental law
as a two-unit optional course in
its curriculum in 1992. A few Fili
pino pioneers in the new field of
law worked on the first reference
book on the subject in support of
a syllabus still preferred these days
by course handlers in many law
schools in the country. Submis
sion of a paper on a Philippine

environmental problem with law
as a solution became a feature of
the newly introduced course.

In 1993, by virtue of Republic
Act 7662, the Legal Education
Board (LEB) was created as the
government agency responsible
for the regulation of law educa
tion, including supervision of
all law schools in the Philip
pines. To reform and uplift the
standards of legal education
became its primary policy.

The board made legal reforms
which include stricter selection of
law students and law professors;
improvements in quality of instruc
tion and facilities; and attendance
to continuing legal education semi
nars for practicing attorneys.

Environmental law became a
mandatory or a required three-Unit
subject in all law schools. After a
while;'LEB launched a revised law
curriculum which reduced the
environmental law course to two
units alongside a clinical legal
education scheme that focuses on
practice readiness of law students

>TolentinoA5



Strategic

Communication
I AND

Initiatives

Service

PAGE LOWER

czr □ n □ □
UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

□ STORY STORY

11^ iiM) page -'b
AU612 2i»I4.J

DATE

iiu^ead of concentratidn in the Bar ̂ aiini
wMe in law- school. It was found that
fbdis on passing the Bar e£uns iustead
of law practice readiness has h^ the
rbot of the very low percentage of Bar
pfflsers since uidi^endence in 194i$/

Rightnow, whaialegalciihicis main
tained in a law school, legal Coiisulta-
tibn wd even assisted court appearahc^
of law by mmbers of the Bar
are j^rbyid'eb to the pilbtlic

Be-that ̂  it ihay, enthrbnmenttd law
hiiis to cbmpete with B^m subjects such

^ as cfitOinjQ laW, citnl laW, political law,
commercial law mid relhedid law. Stu
dents simply consider ennroiunent^ '
law as a respite ftom those Bar subjects

; as it shifts ffom time to time fiom pol-
lutioh law to climate change law, to
biodivetsiiy law to public health liw,^
unlilce Bauf subjects which ,are siriCfly'
on only one topic as a dSssroom coutse
durii^ the semester.

By 'chattce^ the Supreme Court fisa-
exmns cbthmittee btavdy changed or
dv^auled die Bat earn thnat die
distressingly tWice postponed 2020

- exMs; \^eii the results were released,
72.2B percent of the takeishurdled the
e5a^, the hi^estih recent meUiory^^

The Bar exams chairman. Supreme
Cntitt Assbdate Justice Mardc Leonen, .
called on the new lawyea of the fi^t'
digitall2wl andlpcalized Ucenstire test in
history lb Use thdt newfound prhdl^e
"to advance sodal justice" refernng to
the lot of tile poor and dlsadyantaged
sector of sodeW. Apparendy shating
a thought that henceforth, Philinpine
l^d educadpn ahotdd also b » sutdetit-

Mdi the greit leap forWrnd pf devd'
opments in envitonmeniai law as nar-

lated above envirbiuneniallawtraining'
couises for profeSspis were conducted'
by LEB alongside Webiriars pfganlKd
by the Asian Research Institute for
Envifoninental I4W, Asian DevelOp-
mdit Bank and the iUCN Academy of
Environmental Law.

Choices for^n^

Wheii die Suprdne Court bf the PWlip-
pines was desij^ated by U^P (lliuted
Nations Environment Prograih) to lead
the Association of SoiitheaSt Asian
Nations (Asah) countries to assist in
"educating" the judttdary aboUt the new
fidd ofetivitonmenbl law in the region,
tile course was d^^dy bdng taught in
Philippine law schools .as a compulsory
subject it Wss reaihied.tiiat for the Asean
judidaiy jsnd practiai^ iawyds at the
time, environinenfal law case's were
thou^t of as a "hot potato" as dtey
did not have enviromnental law coiitses
when tii^ topic up thdr law studies.

With tile realities brought abotit bW
environm'eiital pfObiems eve^her^
there is speculatibn that sooner or later
envirpuhiental law will become a sub
ject for thU Bat exams. Law, after all, is a
ttjol to put Order in soqety, i.e., to solve
emrirbnmental probletas or prdvide a
cause of action to environmentd i»su»
and concerns. .

While Coping with_ the chailenges
brought about by the dimate crisis,
overpopulation, ffioverty, food and W
ter awdlabflityj and public health care
(a subject imde^oing a well-dMetved
renaissance fellpwing the Cbvid-l9
pandemic}, diWronmdital law found
a niche in the Philippine 1^ system.



Strategic

Communication
AND

Initiatives

Service

InMSiKiUi)

z

□ □ □ n
IIPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

I  I STORY story
LOWER

AUS12 2u:
('Aj/iLA-hvri : OIajOi'ccj -h page 3 DATE

examinees who labored foryears at class
room law studies for a future determined
only by a few days of written exams.

More reforms and further improve
ments are, however, needed in view of
the ever-changing needs and the evolv
ing definition of law practice about
which the law curriculum is the vehicle
for preparedness. Thus, rethinking and
more elaboration must be done on
the following: 1) rearrangement or
sequencing of subjects/courses in the
law school; 2) the clinical legal program
now in place; and 3) written Bar exams
which will do away with competition
for topping the exams by colleges and
universities to be recognized as the best
at law education instead of producing
practice-ready new lawyers.

Further choices revolve around reduc
tion of minimum load for law students
with provision of updates and ample
amount of coaching in practical skills;
a moot court course with more oppor
tunity and exposure to role-playing; and
submission of an undergraduate thesis
that will hone their writing skills. After
all, lawyering is not purely oral but
requires more of legal writing.

, More importantly, there is nothing
permanent in law. It grows in accord
with the needs of the time. In the area
of environmental law, so much influ
ence of human beings on nature came
to the fore, e.g., uncontrolled emission
of greenhouse gases by industries; loss
of biodiversity to satisfy people's need
for food and sustenance; diminution of
wetlands to give way to human settle
ments, etc. Is it not the right time to
impart to environmental law students
the matter of changing environmental
governance brought about by the An-

thropocene era and prepare them well
for new developments in the "modem-
ization" of environmental law?

And, what happens to the compulsory
two-unit environmental law course in
the present law school curriculum?
Choices range from a uniform approach
or a choice of concentration on an
environmental law problem, issue or
concem in the locality that will involve
local people participation.

As LEB chairman Melanie Bacani
Trinidad said, "The country owes the
present and future law students a pro
gram of study responsive to rapidly
challenging times and adaptable to their
ever-inaeasing curiosity."

Responding to challenges

Making choices as pointed out will 1
have to extend to targeting how law
educators will adapt to changes in this
evolving world after the pandemic. It
is important for them to equip stu
dents with the necessary knowledge,
skills and values to prepare them well
into their future of law practice. To
ward that end, further choices ought
to be made. Should A1 (artificial intel
ligence) with appropriate guidelines,
safeguards and regulations be in the
legal education curriculum? How to-
handle different approaches to teach:

i ing law and ethics in today's environ
ment. Considering the lessons learned
from the pandemic vis-a-vis national
political developments, how to navi
gate the transformative constitutional
changes that may be necessary. I

Indeed, coping with environmental
law education has become very complex
in this new world after Covid.


