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‘Y Yor many years, scientists and |
' environmental advocates have
j4k cautioned the government against
approving more proposals for land recla-
mation and coastal development projects’
in/Manila Bay. The historic bay, they .

emphasize, is unsuitable forsuch projects
‘because of th risks pdse&.by?ﬂogds; mj
rtensified typhoon-induced storn surges
and other related consequences. =~ |
~ Yet22land reclamation projects were |
‘approved during the Duterte admiin- |
‘istration, despite continuing protests
against the perils to the marine ecolo
ot
. Net long after assuming office, Sec-
Fretaty ‘Maria Antenia Xﬁlglié- 2 gf
'the Department of the. Environmiesi'
and Natural Resofees Tooked fito these |
rprotests and theextent of compliance by
, theprojectproponents to RENR require. |
 ments: It's the DENR's Bnvirontherital
g gel ental tire ‘h\ t issues the
" (BCCs) t6 the?p"r*ojee? pmz‘rgﬁcﬁtesx
- Additionally, Loyzaga invoked.the
Supreme Court ruling in 2018 ordering.|
13 government ragenc:ies, including 't.hé
| DENR; 0 rehabiiate Manila Bay'ang|
e s e
Over the past few ﬁ{oﬁtl\s, she ] .
consulted with stakeholders — ngﬁglg‘af i
emment orgariizations, people’s ogp- |
| nizations, fishers’ groups, the academe |
' and scientific'organizations and the |
private business sector - to gather inputsi
to guide her scrutiny of the projects
- After these consultations, LOyzé a
~announced that DENR was tonvénix% '
a team of-local and- foreign 'éxﬁértg i
. to start a “cumulative impact assess-'
megt’ of the Manila Ba-‘y-reclaitnéﬁdn
projects. Many of these experts, she
said, were alréady involved in evaluat-
ing certain of these. | o
All along Marcos Jr.
. seemed to have ignored
‘his DENR secretary’s
important initiative. He
didn’t think of giving it
a positive mention in his
second State of the Nation
Address. - -

Then, last week, the’
US embassy spokesper-
son called attention to a
big reclamation project
involving a Chinese con- .
struction company that
he said had taken part

in building the artificial -
jslands (now serving as

China's inilitary outposts)

* in the West Philippii Sea,

Efforts vs. Manila Bay
‘reclamation push on

' The company, said the spokesman, had
' been blacklisted by: the US government
| years ago and the World Bank and the
‘Asian Development Bank had cited it for -
" «fraudulent business practices.” =
'Y+ The explaniation of US Ambassador
'MaryKay Carlson was that the emibassy
| Was. concerned by the environmental
 impact of large-scale reclamation. The
* project also could cause damage to the
i 4eyltural and heritage appeal of the
“historic Roxas Boulevard which lineés
jtsshores.” - - B
., — Flooding and other envifonmental
"‘problems to be caused by the ques-
{ fioned project, she continued, would
_lead to “potentially losing ‘whole
" heighbothoods.” “We are in that
neighborhood,” shie stressed, referring
"to lgwer embassy’s strategic location
" on prime, previously reclaimed land
" -along Roxas Boulevard. ° .
! . Quickly, last Monday Marcos Jr. gave
" an ofal order to suspend and review all
i ‘the Manila Bay .reclamation projects,
~ gxcept for one that he said had “already
. peen reviewed.” Many'questions have
/. since been raised about which project
.had been exempted. He explained:.
;n“Theretare many problems. We saw
.piany [of the projects] which are not
peing conducted properly. But anyway,
that is another problem that needs to be
fixed. Because if they all push through
" many rivers. will be clogged; including
| the ones emptying into Mariila Bay.'
"“The water will have nowhere to go.
' Even on Roxas Boulevard, the sea will.
~ disappear.” R
| - Environmental advocates, tisually
| critical, wére-happy with that. Among |
' e‘m: ‘ . : E ' )
. Agham (Advocates of Science
|- and Teckpology for the Beop o) de
| welceme the decision to suspend-all
" reclamation projects in Manila Bay, :
. This victory was achieved through the .

3
- foryears.” . o< sl
, e NICHE (People’s Network for -
. -thie Integrity of Coastal Habitats and
.- Beosystems) recalled that for years
| ~the civil society organizations, local
. ‘communities: and:academic experts
reclamation projects
‘clear negative enviren- -
r ecently, eptand: |
 mongoveirenent institutions manifested
_the same concern, citing investigations
‘conducted by the Senate and the House
.of Representatives, and the US embassy .
- mostrecently, R

o
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Both Agham and NICHE pressed
the administration to be  transparent
in identifying which project was ex-
empted from the suspension and on
what ground. :

e Kalikasan PNE (Kalikasan People’s
. Network for the Environment): “The
Filipino people have scored a resound-
ing victory with this recent declaration.
This is another prime example of how
collective action, from community ac-
tivities to national-level dialogues, can
push policy in the right direction for the
protectior of the peopleand the planet.”

The network, however, called for

vigilance against any attempt by project

Over the past few P

months, Secretary
Loyzaga has consult-
ed with stakeholders
—nongovernment or-
ganizations, people’s
organizations, fish-
ers’ groups, the aca-
deme and scientific
organizations and
the private business
sector — to gather
inputs to guide her
scrutiny of the proj-
ects.

proponents who may ap-
eal the suspension order
and “find ways to circum-
vent the moratorium.”

o Pamalakaya, the na-
tionwide alliance of fish-
erfolk, demanded that'
government hold the

project proponents liable.

to compensate the fami-
lies displaced from their
coastal communities.

e Equally bothered
by the seeming secrecy,
the international envi-
ronmental group Oceana
said: “We are alarmed by
the exemption of one proj-
ect that was not divulged.
It should be revealed to

the public so that CSOs, fisherfolk, sci-
ence and academe and other key stake-
holders can validate the reported review
that merited the exemption.”

Oceana noted that the reclamation
projects were approved despite the
DENR and other groups having identi-
fied Manila Bay as a “Key Biodiversi
Area.” Atleast eight species of shellfis
—including the tahong that we all enjoy
grilled and in a flavorful soup — along
with 50 species of fish can be found in
its waters; these include the Sardinella
pacifica, a new specie discovered in the

bay in 2019,

Furthermore, Oceana urged Marcos
Jr. to “permanently stop the projects as

they put in peril food security, violate |
our constitutional rights to a healthy,

balanced, safe and resilient environment
and the rights of artisanal fisherfolk and
coastal communities to their fishing
grounds and livelihoods.”

The various groups urged the gov-'

ernment to come clean on how it would
enforce the moratorium.

In assuring them, Secretary Loyzaga

ointed out:

“T'ye been an advocate of transdis-
ciplinary work — not interdisciplinar

not multidisciplinary... When you say -

transdisciplinary work, we learn from,

\ communities, from experts in practice
o) We don't learn only from scientists yh,

are professors,”
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_ Ex-mayor Atienza backs PBBM move to hajt

all land- reclamatron  projects in Manrla Bay

e e _-1

FORMERMamIamayorwhohadstrongly
A opposed reclamation projécts in Manila .

Bay on Friday backed the decision of .

PresrdentFerdmandR MarcosJr. .tosuspendall
reclamatlon projects strad\dlmg foursouthern ;

 cities and one province.

" FormerBuhay party-listRep. thoAtlenza,
who once also head the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
said in a statement: “Truly, he is our-only
hope to see the wrorigfulness of approving -

22 redamation projects in the Bay. We also
“support the investigation into how these
projectscameabout. Wﬁatyardstickwasused »

to allow all thisin the first place?” -

“Noonewill beneﬁtfrom itbuttheprivate
. owners. Enough Is enoughl BBM should

continue protectmgthewelfareofthe people

 and not just a few,” added Atienza, the onIy
~. . - .

R AR T TR e e
Ao 17

T
i

" thé spectacdlar Manifa Bay. sunsét he'sard

But this ordinance, Atienza said, was
repealed by the succeeding admlnlstratlon

"Thisopenedtheﬂoodgatesthatallowed
' reclamation projectsin theBay. We continued -

our-crysade for the-protection of the Bay as:

", Enyironment Secretary when we sided: with

' theienvironmentalists,who were forcing the - -

. government to clean up Man“la\Bay." he'sald.

" Atienza‘also’ said’environmentaﬁstswere ‘

~surpﬂsed whenthey sided’Withtheirposition

| before the Supreme Court, Koftrary to past

DENR administrations.

‘ “Because of this, the Supreme (ourt in
2008issuedawritofcontinuingmandamusto

cleanqp,rehabiiitate,rpreserve,andr it

toitspristine condition-=riotto pﬁtdolomite

sand but to cleap the watérs"he said. - ¢
"Tamalrayb[’fou areright], Mr, Presldent

Manila mayor who served’ three successlve"
terms, during which he championed a
redevelqpment of the districts fadng Manila l-
Bay, creating the. acclalmed Baywalk area. .
According to. Atienza, the. reclamation,‘
projectsdidnoteven passthelocalgovernment‘
of Manila. “So, who approved this.in Manila?
We strongly condemn this irresponsible

disregard.[for} future generations;"he added, |

In 1995, during his term as Vice Mayor of
Manila, Atienza said they passed Ordinance

“No. 7777, baniing all fonns of redamation .
_inManilaBay., , .

~ “Qur commjtment to protect. Manila Bay

has always taken precedence, We continued

thisduringrourthreetermsasMayorofManila

~and even, developed the promenade into
- what be\

known as the Baywalk. This
- afforded people with an nnimpeded view of

from] Manila Bay. Had BBM not intervened
- andstoppedthese 22 projects, wewould have

lostthe Bay—the biggestjewel. ofthe Cityof
“Manila. This Bay has benefited: our generatiop
- and will benefit future ones? “Atienza addeq,

OnThursday, atabriefing in Malacanan

Adrgener Lo

3 nawa/a ha ang tublg sa [the water i is gone'

current, DENR Secretary Marla Antonis Yylq.

- Loyzaga sald an order stoppingall lang.
.- reclamationactivities would belssued shortly

toenforce'PresidentMarcos'suspensionorder :

issued verbially. A reviéw is alsq

fromthe SC. - ,

- Land reclamation.iri an,\enmr,onmem"y
critical areaas ManilaBay—akeywat tbody.
andmajorfistiinggroundin Luzon- Fequires,
a ﬂgrd and thoroughrreview, she ai

Jovee arie . el e

.tin'derwayfor
all. projects as part of the DENRs mandate '

{

R HI
A v
N " hd . .
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- Whogave
. . the green light?

Between 2019 and 2021, en-
vironment officials say the gov-

 ernment approved 22 massive

reclamation projects in Manila
Bay. How did the administration

- that championed the cleanup of

Boracay allow this to happen in
Manila Bay? . ™

The reclamation activities have
been criticized not only for ob-
structing the famous sunset over
the bay but also for destroying
the livelihoods of fishing com-
munities and, more recently, for
aggravating flooding notably
in the provinces of Bulacan and
Pampanga, Concerns have also
been raised on the impact of the
reclamation activities on opera-
tions in the country’s busiest com-
mercial port located in the city of
Manila.

Now President Marcos has
suspended all 22 reclamation
projects as the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
prepares to review their impact as
well as the process leading to the
approval of their environmental
compliance certificates of ECC,
which the DENR issues before

such projects can proceed.

The review should also estab-
lish the proper route for under-

taking such reclamation projects.

Investors involved in the projects
should themselves want that clar-
ity. Vague rules can prove to be
immensely costly in any invest-
ment, especially one involving
huge amounts of funding.

In this case, who gave the green
light for severa] of the projects to
proceed? Can reclamation start
with the issuance of an ECC?
Does the final nod come from
the Philippine Reclamation Au-

thority or the local government

unit with jurisdiction over the
reclaimed area? Certain LGU of-
ficials have touted the benefits of
the projects in terms of their po-

tential for economic stimulation

and additional revenues.

The review must also deter-
mine why so many projects with
environmental impact on Metro

Manila and four neighboring

provinces were approved within
just three years. After all the proj-
ects were given the green light,
then president Rodrigo Duterte
announced that he no longer
wanted new reclamation projects
in the bay.

Recently, the issue was high-
lighted after the US embassy is-
sued a rare statement of concern
not only about the environmental

“impact of the projects, but also

the involvement of a company
with links to state-owned China
Communications Construction
Co. The CCCC was blacklisted
by the US government in 2020 for
its role in the construction and
militarization of artificial islandg
in the South China Sea,

The US embassy said the ccce

was also flagged by the World

Bank and Asian Development
Bank for engaging in fraudulent
business practices. The loca]
group involved in the project has
said there were no such red flags
raised when the applications were
being processed.

Now all the projects are gp
hold, with calls to scrap them al-
together. Can any environment,]
damage still be undone? Obvi-
ously, the sooner the Tules ang
policies are clarified, the better
it will be for all concerned, from
investors to the affecteq

s Com-
munities, L
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- SMC: NMIA not a
reclamation project.

 The Nev Makila International 11506, does'not involye creating creating new lind, we ase redevel:
Airport (NMIA) project; set to be new.land ffom Manild Bay, Afig opihgittoits formerstate, Jnfs.f M
the country’s largest international  clarified, + . 't 0 . its productive and sustainable use
ajrport with four runways, js b~ Rather, he said, it involves rede-  for the future, " Ang said. . -

ing built.not on réclaimed land, veloping exibfingland thathad been ~  He said the site is an island s

In8 onexisting low-lying land that, _inundated in previous decades due ~ can be seer in maps &,ﬂ;;l]gggﬁ_
‘historically, is vulvnlera’blﬁ to heavy - tofactors that include flooding from ment of Bnvironment and Napo. 1
flooding and was converted to com- heavily silted river systeins, conver- Resources arid National Map; ma
Neetcial fishiponds, ccording tothe  sion 3 fish.ponds and overextrac  Resource Information Authority
proiecfig{fl-mn?mf ... . - -tionof groundwater that made it from the 1990s, ‘S‘:’ﬂ?ﬁnded%y“ﬂ\yf
" San Miguel Corp. (SMC) presi- - mgre suscepfible t6.land subsidence. Meycauayan, Taliptip and Maycapis
dent and CEO Ramon Ang said it 'The airpoit project does not rivers, the low-lying land has 2piz
is important to clarify the nafure '1{1V01¥§.;re,c¥amQﬁdni The project convg:tedmtoﬁﬁopds > Peen
of its a{rport project a;md,,recqnt site has ‘existing, valid land titles nﬁs_féis,,:how.e'vé;,;'ddntribute&"i"’

discussions _tsp;rgupdmg Mam a 1ndi"cat‘i@g” its Q?igilf}al status.as ﬂGOdingmnearbyto ,‘aé'tﬁe’ Al to_
‘Bay reclamation projects. . - . - land. Due to natural processeg over of the rivers-out to M; a\Iﬁlé'"Bay }?W
""The construction of the airport  time, this land had hecome prone  been impeded, and since the fivere
project, covered by Repyblic Act ~to zegular imundation. Instead, of  themselves had become shallow dug

N

T Rttt e Coald i saie dnasde st 0T s

| o o T o " . ’ _‘.',’__ L enrtil: B ia e ‘
' to siltation and pollution. . Again, our goal with this massive .
' Ang rej;.teratiﬁd‘, that the land . projectistorejuvente the inundated
| redevelopment ig'being done with " land and repurpose it mnto @ more
jnternational experts and partpers, ?‘rgﬂu&ivt?‘ andl ttansformative asset
including global maritime services _fot Bulacat, the country and the Fili-
“expert Royal Boskalis, to ensure pmopfeople'meNM[Amll notonly
ithat it follows the strictest interna- provide a wotld-class facility, it will
} tional ‘standards in envirorimental . also sefve as a catalyst for locdl and,
. and social impacts mitigati

nitigation:- .  national economic growth, openirig'
~* As part of the airport's develop- doors to countless job opportinities
_ment, SMC is ‘also implementing and paving the way for a future-
'a masgive river ¢leant and reha- rea pines ﬂ*}at; is competitive
bilitation effort. covering not just tage,” Ang said. .
the nearby. Marilao-Meycaua e will stay committed to en-
‘Obando tiver systems, but othér suring fhat this devélopment uplifts
rivers throughout Brlacap, t6 help the lives of our kababayans arid bal-
 address the province's perennial ances ptogress with responsibility,”
-flo Pmb{)em o hesalds .

pulishgac XA aten
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‘San Mig airport
not being built on
reclaimed land’

By Darwin G. Amojelar

SAN Miguel Corp. on Friday said its
P740 billion New Manila International
Airport (NMIA) project is not being built
on reclaimed land and has land titles.

San Miguel Corporation (SMC)
president and chief executive Ramon
S. Ang said it is important to clarify the
nature of its airport project amid recent
discussions surrounding Manila Bay
reclamation projects. . :

The construction of the airport proj-
ect, covered by Republic Act 11506,
«does not involve creating new Jland
{from Manila Bay, Ang clarified.

Rather, he said, it

Jrfa% status as land," Ang said.
“Due to natural processes over time,
this land had become prone to regular
inundation. Instead of creating new land,
. we are redeveloping it to its former state
ensuring its productive and sustainable
‘use for the future,” he added. (See full
story online at manilastandard.net)
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Negligent

hile politicians were
N\ / grandstanding about

. . the floods that hit Bula-
can and Pampanga provinces last
week, San Miguel Corporation
(SMC) CEO Ramon Ang boarded
~ his chopper and surveyed the af-
fected areas for himself. What he
found, a case of gross negligence,
should distress us all. '

Ang observed that while water was rising on one

side of Tulaoc bridge, it was freely flowing on the
other side. That can‘only be due to some form of
blockage. He had his engineers take a closer look.

The SMC engineers found that rocks and soil were |
bulldozed into the river to serve as platform for a

crane when a crew was fixing the bridge. After they
were done fixing the bridge, the crew left with their
crane, leaving behind the material they had pushed
into the river.

Astonishing negligence—and yetsocommonplace. |
Because of that negligence, thousands of homes
were submerged in water. So much livelihood was
lost. So much agriculture was devastated. Even ifwe

find the errant crew responsible for blocking river

flow, we cannot sue them for all the damage wrought

by negligence. , 2 " '
Ang committed to clear the blocked waterway

at SMC expense. He will also fry to help clear the

badly silted rivers of Bulacan and Pampanga, The
nation’s biggest conglomerate already has heavy
equipment in the area, dredging the rivers sur-
rounding the site of the New Manila International
“Airport (NMIA). AT 1T .
There has been uninformed talk about the airport
project contributing to the flooding. The site of the
future aerocity is actually an island. It is surrounded

— = - .

on two sides by the Meycauayan River and the

Maycapiz/Taliptip River. On the third side of thig
triangular development is Manila Bay.

The airport project, Ang clarifies, does not involye
any reclamation. The area served as riceland and salt
flats for maybe centuries.

Since 2020, SMC has volunteered to clean up the
Pasig, Tullahan and San Juan Rivers - all of them
heavily silted, grossly polluted, highly toxic and
responsible for floodihg the metropolitan area, The
country’s largest conglomerate has spent over P3 bj].
lion clearing up the three rivers - all of them listed as
among the most polluted in the world.

It was during the presentation of the results of the
cleanup of the three rivers that Ramon Ang formal-
ized his commitment to help with the nearby water.
ways. He made the offer to DENR Secretary Maria

Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga.

All the rivers flowing into Manila Bay are listeq
among the most polluted, for that matter. Collec.
tively, they are the largest source of plastics polly.
tion that threaten the world’s oceans. These Tivers
are a National embarragsment, The widespreaq

practice of using our waterways as trash bins k
not been curbed. Y as

‘blocked water channels around

In exasperation, some of our officials are recom-

mending that the waterways be fenced to prevent the
dumping of trash. That will make for an ugly sight, a
testament to our collective irresponsibility.

At any rate, SMC has been clearing the two riv-
ers that border the site of the future airport. This
airport, when completed, will be among the largest
in the world. It will host not only aircraft repair and
assembly facilities but also a cutting edge technolo gy
zone producing electronics for export.

For a couple of billion more, SMC could expand
its river dredging activities to the clogged waterways
of Bulacan and Pampanga. The corporation, after all,
is heavily invested in the area. Beyond the airport,
SMC is invested in the Bulacan Bulk Water supply
facility and the MRT-7 project which will be extended
to serve the airport.

The Bulacan Bulk Water Supply facility involves
impounding fresh water, reducing the need to
dig deep wells. Exploitation of the aquifers is one
reason large areas of northern Metro Manila and
Bulacan province are experiencing subsidence —
the collapse of ground levels until they are lower
than the sea.

Cleaning up our rivers is not easy. In the case of the
Pasig River cleanup alone, Ang reports that the SMC
crew has removed nearly 1.4 million tons of silt and
trash. In addition to clearing the two rivers borderin
the airport project, SMC had planned to clear up the
Bulakan-Obando-Boacaue-Meycauayan—Marilao-
Guiguinto river system. ;

It helps that Ramon Ang is a trained engineer. Heis
fascinated by these problems —in addition, of Course
to SMC giving back to the community. {

For instance, Ang has determined there g ho
need to elevate those parts of the NLEX that we
submerged last week. That is going to be a terrib)
expensive solution. All that is needed is to clear

the area. He diq thi
with that part of the SLEX near the Alaska fact =
that used to be prone to flooding. Sy,

It will require a comprehensive approach to
Bulacan and Pampanga from chronic floodin
will help if the communities along the water“%a' t
stop using the rivers as dumping ground. Furthys.
extraction of ground water shoyld be stoppedq S
this has caused subsidence. New areas for j -
pounding water will have ¢, be identified a.nl,
construction should proceed with haste. Streap. &

that have been built gyer |, e amg
should be restored. Y subdivision developeyg

SMC will be helpfyl, By; we
corporation to solve a wh

Save

cannot rely on oy,
ole region’s problems.

his disposal are not lirniﬂeés
The local governm

time to build discipline and environmental aw gy,

ness in the Communities_ ing is o %
s makie : The flooding f oy,
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DHSUD bares plans
for Pasig River rehab

BY ARLIE O. CALALO _

SKED by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. to lead the Inter-Agency
Council for the Pasig River Urban

Development (IAC-PRUD), the Depart-
ment of Human Settlements and Urban
Development (DHSUD) has begun in-
specting key areas along the Pasig River
and laid out plans on how to implement
the Chief Executive’s order.

DHSUD Secretary Jose Rizalino
Acuzar said in a statement that

they initially checked on portions -

of the historic river in Manila, par-
ticularly at the back of the Central
Post Office, which is being eyed as
pilot area for mixed-use develop-
ment and tourism spot, and Parola
Compound for the affected infor-
mal settler families.

“We already have plans; and
we will soon present [them| to
the Office of the President and
before the council for approval,”
Acuzar added.

He said he had met with Met-
ropolitan Manila Development

€

Authority Chairman: Romando
Artes, IAC-PRUD vice chairman,
to discuss the council’s initial
steps to put the order’s provi-
sions into actionable strategies
for member-agencies.

Under Executive Order O35,
the secretaries of the Department
of Public Works and ‘Highways,
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, Department of
the Interior and Local Governient,
Department of Tourism,: Depart-
ment of Transportation;*Depart-
ment of Finance, and Department
of Budggt{ and Management were
named as council members.

]
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Also council members are

the chairman of the National
Historical Commission of the
Philippines, the genéral man-
ager of the Philippine Ports
Authority, the commandant of
the Philippine Coast Guard, the
general manager of the Laguna
Lake Development Authority,
and the chief executive officer of
the Tourism Infrastructure and
Enterprise Zone Authority.

The National Housing Author-
ity, meanwhile, will serve as the
secretariat. ’ :

" “‘Acuzdr said the IAC-PRUD was
tasked primarily to “facilitate and

| ensure:the full rehabilitation of

the banks along the Pasig river

' water system and nearby water

systems in order to provide al-
ternative transportation, propel
economic opportunities and
boost tourist activities.”

Tt was also directed to formulate
a Pdsig river urban development
plan, which shall serve as the blue-
print for the full rehabilitation of
the river toward realizing its full
potential for mixed-use develop-
ment, transportation, recreation,

. tourism and sustainable human

settlement; taking into consid-
eration its historic and cultural
value, the DHSUD chief said.

“The IAC-PRUD was likewise
ordered to study, prepare, and
implement a comprehensive shel-
ter plan for massive relocation of
informal settler families and other
unauthorized or unlawful occu-
pants along the Pasig river banks,
including identification of suit-
able relocation sites, strategies for
economic and social integration
for ISFs and long-term solutions
to address ongoing migration into
the Pasig river banks,” Acuzar said.

“The executive order also au-
thorizes the JAC-PRUD to accept
grants, contributions, donations;
endowments, bequests or gifts
in cash or in kind from'local and
foreign sources in support of the
formulation and implementation
of the Pasig river urban develop-
ment plan, subject to existing laws,
rules and regulations,” he added.

The council was required to
submit to the Office of the Presi-
dent, through the Office of the
Executive Secretary, a quarterly
status report to monitor the prog-
ress of the rehabilitation.
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subject to private ownership?

(Conclusion)
ending its resolution of
Republic of the Philippines
v. Pasig Rizal Co. Inc., the
Supreme Court noted that
the applicable Property Reg-
istration Decree was amend-
ed such that persons or their
predecessors-in-interest may
file an application for the reg-
istration' of title to alienable

- and disposable land when they

had been in open, continuous,
exclusive, and notorious pos-
session thereof for at least 20
years immediately preceding
the filing of such application.
Concerned applicants
then may not need to comply
with the 30 years possession
required for acquisitive pre-
scription, as earlier discussed.
Meanwhile,  patrimonial
properties, which includes
alienable and disposable land,
could have only been convert-
ed as such from properties

. of public dominion upon the

state’s express declaration that
it would no longer be intended
for public use or service, or the
development of the national
wealth, or that it had been so
converted,

For the purpose of con-
firmation of title under the
revised Decree, however, the
Supreme Court noted that
this declaration shall not be
required where land has been
classified as alienable and dis-
posable, which immediately
places it within the commerce
of men and thus, renders it
susceptible to being acquired
by private persons through ad-
Vverse possession.

In any case, the state’s dec:
laration should either be made
through a law enacted by Con-
gress or a Presidential Procla-
mation issued by the President
under the authority granted by
law, j

Meanwhile, wunder the
amended Decree, this declara-.

i tion is presumed when the Ex-

ecutive Department classifies
the property as alienable and
disposable land of the pub-
lic domain, as reflected in a
signed certification by a desig-
nated Department of Environ-
ment and Natyral Resources

PROPERTY RULES

ATTY.SARA MAE D.MAWIS

Concerned
applicants then may
not need to comply
- with the 30 years
possession required
for acquisitive
prescription

(DENR) geodetic engineer that
the subject property is part of

alienable and disposable lands

of the public domain.

Moreover, it should state
the applicable Forestry Ad-
ministrative Order, DENR
Administrative Order, Exec-
utive Order, Proclamations,
and the Land Classification
Project Map Number cover-
ing the subject land. This cer-
tification shall be imprinted
in the approved survey plan
submitted by the claimant
before the land registration
court.

According to the Supreme
Court, the amended Decree
shall apply retroactively to
cover pending applications for
land registration as of the date
it took effect, or on 1 Septem-
ber 2021, such as the instant
case. .
This- .application stems
from the amendment’s cy-
rative nature, which can pe
construed from its declared
purpose “to simplify, update,]
and harmonize similar and te-
lated provisions of land laws in

order to simplify and remove
ambiguity in its interpretation
and implementation.”

One who seeks the regis-
tration in his name of property
forming part of the public do-

‘main must overcome the pre-

sumption of State ownership.
To do so, he must establish
that the subject land is alien-
able and disposable and thus,

. susceptible of acquisition and

subsequent registration. These

- do not require the claimant to

prove the state’s lack of intent
to retain and utilize the land

- for public use, which relates

to a negative fact that only the
latter could prove.

Once the claimant over-
comes said presumption in
this manner, the state is then
burdened with refuting this
claim by proving that the said
land is retained for public ser-
vice or for the development of
the national wealth, even if it
was previously classified as
alienable and disposable.

Here, respondent Pasig
Rizal Co, Inc’s (PRCI) appli-
cation and evidence, which
petitioner Republic of the Phj|-
ippines did not oppose, suffi-
ciently established that it had
been in open, continuous, and
exclusive possession of the
subject land in the concept of
owner for over 54 years from
the filing of the instant appj;_
cation. ;

Meanwhile, PRCI'’s Progf
of the subject land’s alien-
able and disposable status,.
consisting of certifications
issued by the DENR Forest
Management Bureau Region-
al Technical Director ang
DENR Regional Executive Dj.
rector for the National Cap-
ital Region, did not comply

. with the required proof un-

der the amended Decree.

Considering its Curative
nature, as well as PRCI's long
period of possession of the
subject land, the Stupreme
Court ordered that this case be
remanded to the Court of Ap.
peals for reception of evidencg
Concerning the land’s classif_
Cation status.

(The first part of this col.
umn came out on July 15, 2023)

L4
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"Environmental law education: Choices to make

[FTY years after the first United
‘Nations International Confer-
 lence on the Environment was held
in Stockholm in 1972, the world
experienced the steady emergence
and growth of environmental law
as a new field of law to deal with
environmental problems on a
national and global scale.

There are many areas under
the rubric of environmental law.
Some of the earliest environmental
|legislations concern the protection
of the environment from polluting
materials and, by extension, aim
to improve public health. How-
ever, pollution now is more about
contaminant cleanup, safe use of
chemicals, waste management and
water quality for the multiple wa-
ter use. In that connection, a new

Management is now in the off-
ing in the Philippines, a most
timely government decision.
Sustainability of resources is
the other area of environmental
law application. It means the
ability to sustain a resource based

on relatively recent scientific’

Department of Water Resource

AMBASSADORS'
. CORNER

AMADOS.
TOLENTINO JR.

principles: biodiversity as it re-
lates in particular to food security
for the world's burgeoning popu-
lation; increased dependence on
renewable energy; and chemical
cycling. Targets for sustainability
are forest and land resources,
mineral resources, water resourc-
es as well as wildlife and fisheries,
all of which connect to the im-
pact assessment and monitoring
strategy. In short, sustainability
is about how to best manage and
use natural resources.

In many ways, environmental

laws are often ‘a form of insur--

ance policy for the future for
such necessities as food and
water. There will come a time
when resources are diminished,
or at worst gone, and that is the
reason why it is important to
ensure their wise use as possible.

Mention should be made that

ahead of the UN Climate Change,
Conference to be held in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (Dubai) later this
year is a campaign for a country
platform that will aid in placing
nature at the forefront of climate
action efforts. The platform should
prioritize the protection of bio-
diversity for food security and
relies on funding commitments
to implement projects worldwide,
many of which are nature-based
solutions that support climate
mitigation and adaptation.

Revisiting environmental
law education in PH

Briefly, the University of the Phil-
ippines College of Law was the
first to have environmental law
as a two-unit optional course in
its curriculum in 1992. A few Fili-
pino pioneers in the new field of
law worked on the first reference
book on the subject in support of
asyllabus still preferred these days
by course handlers in many law
schools in the country. Submis-
sion of a paper on a Philippine

environmental problem with law
as a solution became a feature of
the newly introduced course.

In 1993, by virtue of Republic
Act 7662, the Legal Education
Board (LEB) was created as the
government agency responsibje
for the regulation of law educa.
tion, including supervision of
all law schools in the Phillp-ﬂ
pines. To reform and uplift the
standards of legal education
became its primary policy,

The board made legal reforms -
which include stricter selection of
law students and law professors;
improvements in quality of instruc-
tion and facilities; and attendance
to continuing legal education semj-
nars for practicing attorneys.

Environmental law became g

- mandatory ora required three-unj¢-

subject in all law schools. After a
while; LEB launched a revised law
curriculum which reduced the
environmental law course to twg
units alongside a clinical lega]
education scheme that focuses on
practice readiness of law students

» TolentinoA5
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msfead of concentratmn inthe Bar exam

' root of the very low- percentage of Bar -

* tained'in a law schiool, legal consulta- A

of law stildents by members of the Bar

whrle in law school. It was found that ‘ ‘
focus on passing the Bar exams instead .

. -of law practice réadiness has been the

passers since independence in 1946,
nght now, when alegal dinicis main-

tion and even assisted court appearances

| are prov1ded to the pdblrc
‘Be'that as it may, enwronmental law'
has to compete with Bar sub;ects such -

* as crirminal law, civil law, political law,

commercial law and remedial law. Stu--

dents s1mply consider envrronmental“
lawasa ‘réspite from those Bat subjects
' as it shifts from time to time from pol-
lutioh law to dlimate change law, to_
blodlverslty ‘law to public health law,
urilike Bar sub]ects which are stnctly
on only one topicasa classroom course |
durlng ‘the semester.
- By hance, the Supreme COurt Bar
exams committee bravely changerl or
dverhauled the Bar exam thrust for the
drstressmgly twice postponed 2020
- exiams. Whien the results weré released,
72.28 percent of the takers hurdled the:
exams tlie hlghestm recent: -memory. -
The‘Bar exams chairman, Supreme
. Gotiit Associate Justice Marvic Leonen, -
‘called on the new lawyers of the first "'
dlgltalrzed andlocalized licensure testin
hlstory to use their newfound prmlege
“t6 advance socral jusnce, refemﬁg to
‘the lot of the poor arid disadvantaged
sector of society. Appatently; shating.
a tliought that henceforth, Philinpine
legal education shotild also 13 student-
‘and s‘oo"'e‘ty-centered ‘ o
‘With'the great leap forward of devel- -
opments in enwronmenta’l law as nar-

" by the Asian’ Reseaich Institute for

_Choices for new reallties

N

- did not have environmental law courses
wheh thiey took up their law stidies.

With the realities brought about by
’envrronme‘ﬁtal problems eve here,
there is épeculation that séoner or later

“cause of action to envrronmental issues
and concerns. .

~‘While coping with the- challenges :
brought about by the climate crisis,

‘;‘ rated abéve, ermronmental law tralmng
 courses for professors were: conducted|

by LEB alongsrde webinars orgamzed

Environmental Law, Asian Develop-

ment Bank and the TUCN Academy of |
: Envrronmental Law ' -

Wher’l the Supreme Court of the Ph1]1 |

pines was desighated by UNEP (Umted ‘
- Nations Environment Program) to lead
“'the Association’ of Sotitheast Asnan'
. Nations (Asean) coiintries to assist in’
. “educating” the judiciary about the new

field of erivironmental law in the region,
the course was already being taught in
Philippine law schools asa compulsory
subject. Tt was. tealized that for the Asean
judiciary and practicing lawyers at the
time, environimental law cases were
thought of as a “hot potato” as they

envrronlnental law will become a sub-

 ject for the Bar exains. Law, after allisa’

tool to put orderin sodiety, i e, to solve
envrronmental problems or provrde a

overpoptilation, poverty, food and wa.'
‘ter availability, and public health care

*(a subject uridergoing a well-deserved
~Tenaissance followlng the Covid-19

pandemrc), environiental law found
a niche in the Philippine legal system.

Broken was the decadeslong cydle of Bz
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| examinees who labored for years at class-
room law studies for a future determined
only by a few days of written exams.

' More reforms and further improve-
ments are, however, needed in view of
the ever-changing needs and the evolv-
ing definition of law practice about
which the law curriculum is the vehicle
for preparedness. Thus, rethinking and
more elaboration must be done on
the following: 1) rearrangement or
sequencing of subjects/courses in the

law school; 2) the clinical legal program

now in place; and 3) written Bar exams
which will do away with competition
| for topping the exams by colleges and
universities to be recognized as the best
‘at law education instead of producing
practice-ready new lawyers.
| Further choices revolve around reduc-
tion of minimum load for law students
with provision of updates and ample
amount of coaching in practical skills;
a moot court course with more oppor-
tunity and exposure to role-playing; and
submission of an undergraduate thesis
that will hone their writing skills. After
all, lawyering is not purely oral but
requires more of legal writing.
More importantly, there is nothing
permanent in law. It grows in accord
with the needs of the time. In the area
of environmental law, so much influ-
ence of human beings on nature came
to the fore, e?g., uncontrolled emission
of greenhouse gases by industries; loss
-of biodiversity to satisfy people’s need
for food and sustenance; diminution of
| wetlands to give way to human settle-
| ments, etc. Is it not the right time to
impart to environmental law students
the matter of changing environmental
\ governance brought about by the An-

T

thropocene era and prepare them well
for new developments in the “modern-
ization” of environmental law?

And, what happens to the compulsory
two-unit environmental law course in
the present law school curriculum?

Choices range from a uniform approach

or a choice of concentration on an
environmental law problem, issue or
concern in the locality that will involve
local people participation. ;

As LEB chairman Melanie Bacani
Trinidad said, “The country owes the
present and future law students a pro-
gram of study responsive to rapidly
challenging times and adaptable to their
ever-increasing curiosity.”

Responding to challenges

Making choices as pointed out will |

have to extend to targeting how law
educators will adapt to changes in this
evolving world after the pandemic. It
is important for them to equip stu-
dents with the necessary knowledge,
skills and values to prepare them well
into their future of law practice. To-
ward that end, further choices ought
to be made. Should Al (artificial intel-
ligence) with appropriate guidelines,
safeguards and regulations be in the

legal education curriculum? How to:

handle different approaches to teach-

1ing law and ethics in today's environ-
. ment. Considering the lessons learned

from the pandemic vis-a-vis national
political developments, how to navi-
gate the transformative constitutional

- changes that may be necessary.

Indeed, coping with environmental
law education has become very complex
in this new world after Covid.



