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II bay'reclamatio
proJects'suspend

~ ~THER~NE S. VALENTE ANO'JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL . , ,. . responsible for the adverseeffects
.' .. of reclamation activitiesto fishing

areas and fishersmust be I eld ac-
countable.
, 'The 300' families forced to
leave in Bacoor, Cavite because
of reclamation must be able to

, return,' he said. He added that
mangroves destroyed rm st also
be rehabilitated.

The group also urged tl.e Mar-
cos administration to ·cf·rtify as
urgent" a bill declaringManila Bay
as a reclamation-free zone,

Filed by the Makabayan bloc I
last year,House Bi1l2026bans all
forms of reclamation acti ities in
Manila B~y. I

The bill is pursuant to the
2008 Supreme Court con.inuing
mandamus to rehabilltatc, clean
up, and restore the bay for recre-
ational use and fishery re ources
development.

Last'month, the DENRidenti-
fied the major reclamation 'proj-
ectsin the National CapitalRegion

. amounting to P330.6 billion.
It includesthe 287-hecta e Para-]

naque Reclamation Project with i
an estimated project cost ofP76.7
billion; the 260-hectare Pa ayCity
Reclamation Project worth P72
billion; and the Navotas Coastal
Bay Reclamation Project worth I

PS8 billion. I

Other projects were also men-
tioned which the department saidi
could"spureconomlcdeelo ment,"
. Pamalakaya said reclamation

projects with approvedBees in-
clude the 420-hectarereclamation
in Baeoor;Cavite,360-hectare Pa-
sayReclamationProject;3I8-hect-
areManilaCityWaterfront 'roject;
as well as the 419-hectare l- orison
Manila Project,
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LL 22 reclamation projects in
Manila ,Bay~,were suspended 'and

, wlll be reviewed for their possible
'·.environment and social impacts," Envi-
,':onmeilt -Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-
, ~aga said Thursday.' '.~

: During a pr,ess brieflng in tificates (ECGs)havebeen met:
" , alacanang, Yylo-Loyzaga said She brush%daside Sen. Cynthia

e suspension took effect after Villars claim thatshe was "afraid"
(was ordered by President Perdl- , of, pressure from influential per-
and ~arcos Jr. on Monday. . sonalitiesbacking'thereclamation II Environm_nt secretary Marla

""Thfdeclarauon,isreallythatall p'rojects." ", Antonia 'Toni' Yulo-Loyzaga
f these projects are suspended at .,·1 don't know manyof you, but CONTRIBUTED PHOTO ,
hispoint. So all are under review, you can ask people who do know' \
ehaveto take our time. reallybe- me, I am not easily scared," the implement correctivemeasures.

'innillg with those that are ongo- DENRchief ~aid, , She refused to comment on
ng because they're in fact already, Yulo-Loyzagasaid she was 'very the US Embassy'sconcern that a
mpacting.the areas and thenwe grateful" to Villar for her concern, Chinese construction company
"n &Il3duate to all those still not . "but were here to do our job,' blacklisted by Washington three
et b~n,' Loyzagasald;: ,.' 'We will do it slowly but de- yearsago i~one of the reclamation
'The President had said all rec- Iiberately because we wan~ to project contractors..

amation projects in' Manila Bay make sure that we stay within the "Our role in the DENR is to
I~.one:weresuspended due to bounds of the law/ she said. JOOlS on.environmental compli-

~bltmsin their i~plementarlon. She also made it clear that. the' -. anee. As yqu know, the propo-
Marcos did-not specify.Y{hich Manila Bay-redarnation projects nents of the projects are the local

rojects have been suspended, were approved under the Duterte -government units and they do
ut 'h~ lamented- that the sea. ' administration. ".'. havetheir ~wnpartners.t.shesaid,
long roxas Boulevardcould soon' "Nangyaripo ita (It happened) The fisgerfolk advocacy group
isappear, . before Ijoined the government,so" Parnbansang Lakas ng Kilusang
"So we're here at the point lwillnotsaywhathappenedthere.. .Mamamalakayang PiJipinas (Pa-
her~thePresiden~~asthati~ue; The role of the DENR is to stay malayaka] dillegon thepENR to

the suspension of reclamation within our mandate. We.do"have" cancelthe EfCs oft,h~21redama-
projec;tsin Manila ready to look a mandate u~de.r;.the mandamus • tion'proponents, ,
nto number one, the environ- which is to rehabilitate Manila. MTo solidify the announcement
entaUmpactibutalsothesodal Bayto the point where people can - of President Marcos, the DENR

'r.:pa~ of~~es~ activities: Yulo- actuallyswim and fish al)~ that is mtistr~ier the ~l environmental
ga said; , an order we take very seriously" compliance certificates (EGC) of

. Sh~~aidthe Department of En- she ~aid,. . redamation in Manila Bay,• Ron-
~onment and NawraI Resourcq •Yulo~~Y1ag\i said companies ~ nel Arambulo, Pamalakaya vice
(DENR)'will find-ouilf e ton- whose reclamation projects are Chairman said in a statement on
I inons specified in the projects'! not compliant with environmental ,Wednesday.
nvir omental Compliance Cer- regulations will be given time to Arambulo said the companies
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By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

'I @jonlmayuga
& SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

'I @sam_medenilla

ENVIRONMENT Sec-
retary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said an

order stopping all land recla-
mation activities in Manila Bay
will be issue shortly in compli-
ance with President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.'s suspension order.

At a press conference in
Malacanang on Thursday, the
chief of the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources also clarified that all
22 land reclamatio-n projects
are suspended pending a cu-
mulative review to determine
the soundness of the projects.

"We have been obligated
to do [the review] by the Su-
preme Court. We need to do
the review of these.projects,'
said Loyzaga.

She said 22 land reclama-

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE

tion projects were approved
during the Duterte adminis-
tration before she took the
helm of the DENR, which
regulates the issuance of ECC
for environmentally critical
projects like land reclamation
in environmentally-critical
areas such as Manila Bay, an
economically importan t water
body and ma~or fishing ground
in Luzon.

Manila Bay straddles cities
and municipalities from the
provinces of Cavite, Bulacan,
Pampanga, and Bataan, and
covers the entire National
Capital Region (NCR).

The suspension order,
which took effect upon Mar-
cos's verbal order and public
pronouncement during a site
inspection in Bulacan, will be
communicated to the project
proponents, the DENR chief
added.

SBB "DENR," A2

has started sending suspension orders
to contractors of the said projects.

Loyzaga said they expect to com-
plete within August the members of
the scientific team, which will conduct
the cumulative assessment on the eco-
nomic, social and environmental im-
pact of the projects.

She said projects found to have a
negative impact on the environment
or violated government regulations,
will be given time to implement cor-
rective measures.

IDENR ...
CONTINUBD PROM A1

·T~e DENR does not have the au-
thorit¥ to suspend [the reclamation
projects]," Loyzaga explained.

All 22 reclamation projects at Ma-
nila Baywill remain suspended pending
the result of the DENR review on their
compliance with environmental regu-
lations, Yulo-Loyzaga said. The agency

"There is due process here now ...
If they do not comply. It's possible
for the ECCs [environmental :ompli-
ance certificate] to be susp nded,"
Loyzaga said.

Afraid of influential people?
IN a Senate hearing earlier this week,
Senator Cynthia Villar claimed Loyza-
ga was "afraid" of the influent al peo-
ple behind the ongoing recla-nation
projects.

Loyzaga, however, said she is "not

easily scared" by such influ-
ential people and she is ready
to implement the mandate
of DENR, especially on the
reclamation projects.

"I'm very grateful to Sen-
ator Villar for her concern.
But we are here to do our
job. And we will do it slowly
but deliberately because we
want to make sure that we
staywithin the bounds of the
law," the DENR chief said.
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All 22 suspended Manila Bay
reclamation projects OK'd
during Duterte admin - DENR
By RAYMUND ANTONIO

The 22 Manila Bay reclamation projects
that were ordered suspended by President
Marcos were approved during the Duterte
administration, Environment Secretary

Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said on
Thursday, Aug. 10.

President Marcos had earlier said one
project was allowed to push through. But up-
on clarification with the President, •••....'0
Loyzaga said all current projects ~ j

All 22 suspended Manila Bay reclamation
projects OK'd during Duterte admin - DENR ...•
at Manila Bay are under review.

«The declaration is really that all of these
projects are suspended at this point. So, all are
under review. We have to take our time, really
beginning with those that are ongoing, because
they are in fact, already impacting the areas. And
then, we will graduate to those that have not
yet begun," she told reporters during a Palace
press briefing. «As soon as the President speaks,
I think that will be in effect," she added when
asked if the order is in effect since there are still
reclamation projects in the bay.

Loyzaga revealed that these projects were
approved during the Duterte administration.

"Lahat po ito (All of these) had been pre-
viously approved under the PRA (Philippine
Reclamation Authority) in the previous admin-
istration," she said.

Asked if she was referring to former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte, the official answered,
«Yes."

The Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) is currently in the process of
assembling a team of scientists and experts for
a cumulative assessment of the environmental
impact of the reclamation activities at Manila
Bay in view of the flooding that happened in
Bulacan and Pampanga recently.

Loyzaga said the contractors for the 22
projects will be made aware of the «compliance
review," with some of them already notified by "
the agency.

«So, regardless of whether suspended sila
or hindi, gagawin namin ang review for com-
pliance 'no (So, regardless of whether they are
suspended or not, we will conduct the review for
compliance)," she added.

Various environmental groups recently
called on the DENR to stop the reclamation
projects in the Manila Bay, noting potential
negative long-term and irreversible impacts to

I the environment.
In a statement, international environmen-

tal group Oceana said it «is clear that these
[reclamation] projects have already started,
and resulted in an alarming degradation of
the environment-destroying the mangroves,
denying fisherfolk of their fishing livelihood
and sources of food, and the destruction of
seagrass and the seabed by dredging, thus im-
peding better habitats and spawning grounds
of fisheries resources. This is simply unjust and
unacceptable. "---d Joining the call to halt the reclamation

projects was fisherfolk group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamarnalakaya ng Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya), which claimed
that the recent flooding was
due to Manila Bay reclamation
projects.

Citing findings of geological
experts, Pamalakaya chairper-
son Fernando Hicap said they
are «certain that these recla-
mation projects worsened the
flooding in the northern part
of Manila Bay."

«It was recalled that it was
no less than the renowned
geologist Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo
who raised the geophysical
hazards of specific reclama-
tion projects in Manila Bay,"
he stated. «Dr. Rodolfo has
identified three geological
hazards of reclamation that
are relevant to the country's
situation; namely, the danger
of land subsidence, danger of
storm surge and strong waves
caused by typhoons, and dan-
ger from seismically induced
liquefaction. "

'I'm not easily scared'
Meanwhile, Loyzaga said she

is one who is not ea. ily sea ·ed.
Her reaction wa. in resp onse

to Senator Cynthia Villar, who
claimed Loyzaga is afra d of
influential people ushin ~for
the Manila Bay rcclama tion
projects.

«Well, I don't ow ma lyof
you, but you can a k the pi ople
who do know me. I nnot rsily
scared," Loyzaga to d reI u ters
during the Malaea ang IT edia
briefing.

In a Senate hearing \ illar
said she had a talk with Loy~aga
wherein she was old by the
DENR chief that she's afra d of
those behind the reclamation
projects as they are influential
people in the country.

"Sabi ko, h'wag kang mata-
kot. 'Pagmali, mali. ung t. ma,
tama (I told her not to be af-aid.
When it's wrong, it s wror g. If
it's right, it's right) "heser tor
reportedly told Loyzaga di, ing
their conversation. (With, re-
port from Iel Santos)
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R saysall 22 reclamation projects in Manila Bay'S!lS~~~~D
ByGabrlellea Parino, Vito
Barcelo and Charles Dantes

THE IDepartment of Environment and
Natu'!'l Resource said Thursday an 22
reclaTation projects in Manila Bay are
under review and are deemed suspended
--even the one that President Ferdinand
Marc~ Jr. mentioned was allowed to
continue.

IIActually, upon clarification with the
Presi~nt and you will see in the suspen-
sion. all are under review." DENR Secre-
tary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said in
a pres, briefing in Malacafiang.

Meanwhile, a lawmaker said the pub-
lic interest must come first as tbe govern-
ment reviews "a mountain of reclamation
applications" for the Manila Bay area and

Notpog'

M~ILA 8AYTHENANDNO • In this aerial footage shown in
a tele ion report on Friday. a portion
01Mania Bay is a sea of gray. "'II 01sand
from some of the 22 reclamation projects
ongoing in the area. whkh the government
has suspended pending review. About
85 yeats ago. only the Manila Hotel was
prominent in the bay In a 1938 photograph
taken by Major George M.TWO<!dy.Now.
militant groups are protesting the prcjecrs'
probable cumulative and long-tet'm Impacts,
even as theyWO!lcomed President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.'s announcement halting all such
work In the bay (inset photos).
Minny Palmero

DBNR ...

theirJecolo~cal impact that may affect fu-
ture generations.

President Marcos earlier this week said
all reclamation projects in Manila Bay ex-
cept one have been suspended due to prob-
lems in their implementation but did not say
what the exception was.

, ntil we can get a very good sense of

FromAl

what scientifically is going to happen in this
area, and until we can get a very good sense
of how the rule of law can be followed in
this area, we want to proceed with much
caution," Yulo-Loyzaga said.

"The declaration is really that all of these
projects are suspended at this point So all
are under review, we have to take our time,
really beginning with those that are ongoing
because they're in fact already impacting the
areas and then we will graduate to all those
in fact still not yet begun," Loyzaga said in a

Palace press briefing.
Meanwhile, House Deputy S

Batangas Rep. Ralph Recto said:
''Every policy has a reverse gear. B

pausing Manila Bay reclamation activitie ,
the President, as of the moment, mere)
placed it on neutral."

''It is safe to assure that this is
Bayakre- the durnJIDsatxl)-OO see
the tip of the iceberg - h.Jt all over coonIIy, ,
Recto said in a statement (See full story 011

line at manilastandard.net)~---
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18 Manila Bay reclamati
projects were grantedE

plemented, except for three ongoing
land reclamation projects in Navotas
and 2 in Pasay City.

The EeC for the 4KM Coastal Dike
with Detention Pond, Pumping Sta-
tion, and Reclamation ProjectofNavo-
tas and Argonbay Construction Com-
pany, Ine. with a total area of '576.7
heltares was issued in March 2021. It
was granted conditional notice to pro-
ceed from the Philippine Reelamatlon
Authority (PRA).

The Pasay Harbour Reclamation
Combined, these dump-and-fill proj- most number of land-reclamation Project of Pasay City and Philkairos

ectscoveratotalof5,795.84hectares,an projects with ECCS at 4; Kawit has 1; Inc,PasayReclamationProject,andSM
area biggerthan Caloocan Citywith a to- Noveleta, 1; and Rosario, 1. . Prime Holding$, Inc. ife both ongoing.
tal of176 barangays andover 1.6 million Another land reclamation project Pasay Harbour covers a total area of
population based on the 2020 census of that straddles the territories of Kawit 265 hectares and the ECCwas issued in
population and housing. and Noveleta lists the Province of November 2018, while the Pasay Rec-

A document from the Environmen- Cavite as the proponent. Iarnation Project covers a total area of
tal Management Bureau (EMB) of the Cities or municipalities were listed 360 hectares and ECC was issued in
DepartmentofEnvironmentandNatu- as proponents of the projects, withpri- October 2017.
ral Resources (DENR), a copy of which vate sector partners. Both projects have been issued con-
was obtained by the BUSINEssMIRROR, Of these projects with approved ditional notice to proceed by the PRA.
identified the projects, the status of ECCs, the Manila Bay Land Reelama- President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
implementation, including dates the tion of the Province of Cavite and earlier announced the suspension of
ECCswere Issued. Coastal Road Corp/Cavitex Holdings, all but one land reclamation project in

The list does not include SMC's in- Inc. is the largest, with a totallandarea Manila Bay due to various violations..
ternationalairportprojectinBulakan, covering 844 hectares. prompting environment groups to
Bulacan. Thedocumentshowedthecity Anotherbigland-reclamationproject call for transparency and challenging
of Manila has 4 projects with. ECCs, isthePar'lnaque&LasPinasCoastaIBay MalacanangandtheDENRtonamethe
Navotas has 2, Pasay 2, and Paranaque Land Reclamation &Dev Project, which ·onethatgotaway"reportedlybecause
1 - all in the National Capital Region. lists boththedtiesofParanaqueandLas it has passed a rigid review process.

Another land-reclamation project PinasasproponentsandAlitechContrac- Sources at the DENR said they are
straddles the territorial jurisdiction tors, Inc. as its private sector partner. It not privy to the President's order.
of Las Piil.\1sand Paranaque. covers a total of 635.14 hectares. Over the past few months, the

In Cavite Province, Bacoor _ha_s_th_e M_o_s_t_o_f_th_e-.:..p_ro..:j_e_ct_s_a_r_e_n_o_t.:.y_et_im:.:..--:::D..::E..::N~R..:.-.::u:.:n:.:d:.:e..::r.:.S:.::.ecretaryMaria Anto-

By JONATHAN L.MAYUGA 'I @jorllmayuga

ATOTAL of 18 land reclamation
projects in Manila: Bay were able to
secure environmental compliance

certificates (ECC) and are in various stages of.
development.

s
nia Yulo-Loyzaga has been conducting
stakeholders' consultations to gather
valuable inputs from nongovernment
organizations, people's organ izations,
the academe and scientific communi-
ties, as well as the private sector as
part of an ongoing review.

She also cited DENR's role as one of
the 13 agencies tasked by the Supreme

- Court in 2018 to rehabilitate Manila
Bay and restore its water qt ality to
its pristine state. While recognizing
'the benefits of land reclamation, the
country's chief environmental stew-
ard insists on probing the (UITulative
impact ofland reclamation projects in
Manila Baybefore deciding on the fate
of the ongoing development.

Meanwhile, environmental zroups
also urged the DfNR to stop process-
ing ECC applications pending a .umu-
lative impact assessment with a broad
stakeholders' participation, and imme-
diately revoke the ECCs of those with
approved permits. They also demand
accountability for the economi dis-
placement of affected communi ies.

Land reclamation is a way c f ex-
panding coastal territories through
the process called dump-and-fill The
process, which involves the scraping of
mangrove forests and dumping 01 fill-
ing materials in coastal areas, is being
condemnedbyenvironmentalgroupsas
environmentally destructive and would
lead to irreversible damage to coastal
and marine ecosystems.
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Marcos s spe ds
al Mani a Bay

reclamation project
By ALEXIS ROMERO

The government has suspended all 22
reclamation projects in Manila Bay pend-
ing a review of their compliance with en-
vironmental regulations, the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said yesterday.

Environment Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said President Marcos has
issued the suspension so agencies could
look into the environmental and social
impact of the projects. She added that the
DENR would look into the projects' com-
pliance with the conditions under which
the environmental compliance certificates
and area clearances were issued.

"The declaration is really that all of
these projects are suspended at this point.
So, all are under review," Loyzaga said at
a press briefing in Malacafiang ..

"We have to take our time, really be-
ginning with those that are ongoing, be-
cause they are in fact, already impacting
the areas. And then, we will graduate to
those that are in fact, still not yet begun,"
she added. .

Loyzaga said the suspension is al-
ready in effect. "As soon as the President
speaks, I think that will be in effect. And
so he actually declared this over last
couple days, I think, when he was in the
Bulacan area for the flood incident, and
we now have a formal (order)," she said.

During a typhoon situation briefing
in Bulacan last Monday, Marcos revealed
that all Manila Bay reclamation projects
have been suspended except one. He said'
the government saw a lot of problems in
the implementation of the projects.

According to Marcos, the sea along
Roxas Boulevard could disappear be-
cause of the projects. The projects were
approved during the time of former
president Rodrigo Duterte.

Loyzaga said a scientific team would
be formed to conduct a community
impact assessment. The team will be
composed of a physical scientist, ocean-
ographers, geologist, climate scientist and
social scientist.

.Asked about DENR's target, Loyzaga
said, the DENR would know once the
scientific team converges and the work
program is laid out. .

The environment chief also denied that

she is afraid of influential persons behind
the reclamation projects, as claimed by
Sen. Cynthia Villar.

"For those who - well, I don't know
many of you, but you can ask the people
who do know me - I am not easi y
scared," Loyzaga said. "I'm very a grat -
ful to Senator Villar for her concern, but
we are here to do our job and we will
do it slowly but deliberately because we
want to make sure that we stay within the
bounds of the law."

The suspension came days after the US
embassy had expressed concern that the
Manila Bay reclamation projects have ties
to the China Communications Construc-
tion Co. (CCCC), which was blacklisted
by Washington in 2020.

The Chinese firm has been included
in the US Department of Commerce's
Entity List for its role in helping the Chi-
nese military construct and militarize the
artificial islands in the South China 5 a.

According to the US embassy, the
CCCC had also been cited by the World
Bank and Asian Development Bank
for engaging in "fraudulent" business
practices.

Asked to comment on the embassy
statement, Loyzaga replied: "Our role
in the DENR is to really focus on envi-
ronmental compliance. As you know the
proponents of the projects are the local
government units and they do have their
own partners.

"We are not actually able to comment
on the choice of contractors or the activt-
ties that may have gone on in order for
them to engage these contractors. We are
here to actually implement environmental
laws," she added.

Environmental group Oceana urged
Marcos to permanently stop all recla-
mation 'projects in the country after he
ordered their suspension pending review
by the DENR.

''While we welcome the suspension. our
call is to permanently stop the reclamation
projects. The impact of these projects was
already felt after the flooding in Bulac .
The damage is irreversible," Oceana lega
and policy director Rose Osorio said, add-
ing that they have monitored at least 30
reclamation projects in Manila Bay. - With
Ramon Efren Lazaro, Evelyn Macair
Bella Cariaso, Sheila Crisostomo
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Save Manila Bay,
ave towns from floodin

Something is wrong with Manila Bay.
For a long while, environmentalists and

the public, in general, have been harping on
a number of reclamation projects in Manila

Bay, for its adverse impact on marine ecosystem,
and the destruction of mangroves and wetlands that
threaten the livelihood of fishermen and those living
in surrounding communities.

But their cries appear to have landed on deaf
ears as shown by the growing number of approved
reclamation projects.

Not even the continuing mandamus issued by
the Supreme Court on Dec. 18, 2008, directing 13
government agencies "to clean up, rehabilitate,
and preserve Manila Bay, and restore and maintain
its waters to SBlevel (Class B sea waters per Water
Classification Tables under DENR Administrative
Order No. 34 [1990]) to make them fit for swimming,
skin -diving, and other forms of contact recreation"
has deterred the unabated abuse of Manila Bay.
The agencies covered by the continuing mandamus
are the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, Department of the Interior and Local
Government, Department of Education, Department
of Health, Department of Agriculture, Department of
Public Works and Highways, Department of Budget,
Philippine Coast Guard, Philippine National Police-
Maritime Group, Philippine Ports Authority, Metro-
politan Manila Development Authority, Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System, and LocalWater
Utilities Administration.

It took the directive of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. to put a stop on all of these approved
reclamation projects, albeit temporarily being a
mere suspension. However, this is a step in the
right direction, considering the importance of Ma-
nila Bay, not just for its world-famous sunset but
also for being a source of livelihood for a multitude
of Filipinos. The famed bay was once a rich fishing
ground, but reclamation projects, indiscriminate

~-I

dumping of waste, and other abuses have caused
the destruction of its marine ecosystem.

Manila Bay is also an important catch bas' for
water that drains from 178 localities from Metro
Manila, Bataan, Bulacan, Cavite, Pampanga, La-
guna, Nueva Ecija, Rizal, and Tarlac. Water from
17key river systems - Angat River, Bocaue River,
Sta. Maria River, Marilao River, Meycauayan River,
Meycauayan-Valenzuela River, Pasig River, Para-
fiaque River, Imus River, Ylang-Ylang River, Rio
Grande, Canas River, Obando River, Navotas-
Malabon-Tinajeros-Tullahan River, Talisay River,
Guagua River, and Pampanga River - also dr ins
to Manila Bay.

Disturbing the catch basin is certain to cause
adverse consequences. We need not look far. The
recent flooding in large parts of Bulacan and other
coastal areas is one proof of these adverse conse-
quences. With water level in Manila Bay rising due
to reclamation, water from inland can no longer
drain to the bay.

With Marcos' suspension of the reclamation
projects, concerned government agencies will have
all the opportunity to conduct a review to determine
if all these comply with the law and environment
policies of the state.

Crucial in this review of the reclamation proj-
ects is the 2008 continuing mandamus issued by
the Supreme Court. The order to the 13government
agencies is very clear - "to clean up, rehabiliate,
and preserve Manila Bay, and restore and maintain
its waters to SBlevel."

Were all these projects approved in compliance
with the SC's continuing mandamus and existing
environment laws and policies?

Wehope the concerned agencies will act prompt-
ly before any catastrophic event takes place.

We also join the nation in keenly waiting for the
results of the review. May it be fair and bene Icial
to all stakeholders.
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Dl'Nkaffirms proposal to transfer Mati
City turtle hatchery 'to a better location'

THE Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR)has found

no reason to object to the decision
of a local government unit (LGU)
to transfer a two-decade-old ma-
rine turtle hatchery in Barangay
Dahican, Mati City "to a better
location."

The transfer, however, comes
with the assurance that the
DENR and LGU partnership
with its operator, a community-
based group that has sustained
conservation and ecotourism
activities that provides income
and livelihood to the communi-
ties will be sustained.

In a telephone interview,
Anson Tagtag, chief of the
DENR's Wildlife Resource Divi-
sion (WRD) of the Biodiversity
Management Bureau, said initial
findings from the Community
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Office (CENRO)based in
Mati City revealed the proposed
transfer of the hatchery from its
current location is "appropriate"
to pave the way for the develop-
ment plans of the of Mati City
LGU.(See https:llbusinessmir-
ror.com.phI2023108102Icon-
servation-advocates-hit-mati-
city-Igu-order-to-shut-down-
marine-turrle-batchery/}

"For sound management of
the marine hatchery, the trans-
fer of the said facility from the
Amihan sa Dahican to Menzi

Visitor's Information Center
in Dahican is deemed appro-
priate," a report from CENRO
Mati, which was forwarded to
the DENRCentral Office stated.

However, Tagtag said the
DENR Regional Office in Davao
and CENRO Mati has formed
a local task force to conduct a
deeper investigation to look into
the concerns raised by the Ami-
han sa Dahican- Balod sa Paglaon
Inc. (ASDBPI) that the proposed
transfer will the pave the way for
the LGU-Mati City's takeover of
the conservation activities that
will eventually lead to the eco-
nomic dislocation of members
of the group.

Volunteers of Amihan sa
Dahican earn a living through
ecotourism-serving as tourist
guides on Amihan Beach, the
main attraction ofwhich include
water sports like surfing and
surfboarding.

According to CENRO-Mati,
the LGUofMati Cityhas the man-
agement jurisdiction over the
Dahican Beach, particularly the
area where it owns some 3,000
square meters of land. Being its
owner, it also has the authority
or jurisdiction over the allocation
of such property taking into con-
sideration environmental and,
or conservation concerns, which
the LGUMati observed with due
diligence, the report added.

Jonathan L. Mayuga

D D D
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Mayor in hot ware.
over water permit
BALILIHAN,Bohol Mayor Maria has chosen to release this document
PureJ:a Veloso-Chatto has taken to the public befdre it has been
totask for "politicking" complain- '.- properly delivered by the Ombuds-
ants who had filed a case against· man to the respondent," she wrote.
her before the Office of the Om- ,. Twant to' a$sure the' people of
budsman over her issuance of a Balilihan that I am' fighting for
water permit. water rights for ourtown, I have

In a Pacebook post on Thursday, always been transparent about my
Aug. 10,2023, Chatto said,the case' efforts to secure a reliable water
was filed against her by Bohol supply for our people, and I will
clean Water Alliance chairman continue to do so."the mayor said.
Emmanuel "Willy" Ramasola and Chatto also said the case' filed
pr~stdent Erastus Leopando. . against her smacked of politics.

Ramasola and Leopando said "The complaint against me is
the permit for a water project baseless and politically motivated.
issued by the local gover*mellt , Both Mr. Leopando land Mr. Ra-
applied to Barangay SantO Nino masola are known associates and
in Balilihan, but the complainants allies of a private witer company,
said it is Barangay Magsaysay in the .which has left no stone unturned
town of Sevilla. .in fordng' their business interests

Allegedly, the town mayor of no matter the consequences to the
Sevilla was not notified of the . town 'of Balilihan," she added:'
project. . Chatto said she believes thatone

Ap~rt from Chatto, other govern- of those who filed the complaint
ment officials from the De~artment is supported by her political op- I

of Environment and Natural Re- ponents,
sources and the National Economic Nit is' clear that Mr. Ramasola,
and Development Authority were likewise supported by our political I

also induded in the complaint.' -. opponents, is trying to harass me
Chatto siud she fs yet to receive and distract me from my work!

a copy of the complaint, but it has However, I will not be' intimidated
already spread bn social media. by his tactics, N she also said.

NI have riot yet received a copy of Chatto added: "I am confide nt
the complaint from the 'Ombuds- that I can overcome this harass-
man, yet the document has already' ment and continue to serve the
been circulating on social media. I ,people'df Balilihan. N . t,
am disappointed that Mr,Ram~sola 'I" ARIC JOHN SY CUA '
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Iloilo City and its Greener Footpri
J h.. Hodo Cil) (-overn ment

mounted "11 iCl'''plJ Lng rerum Id!!ll

Jl h 14. rU~.J·'h"\\'I,·"nbaC.'IWI,er
l'OI"V'ia1 lor lloi.o lity, it was a
-uuiti-slakcholdvr forum carrying tJ'tP
'01t'jl,ltn of 'V'I;e('..a_~not 1>0 ~.v eryt~n~
ill.lr r vc-vone Can Do ":i<Ymc:thl1'lg.
1 h~ key""t. speech was delivered
bv Department ot Environment
arH.I "Mural Resources (D[Nt{)
Setr( ..'~ry Mari a Antonia "Ioni" 'rulo-
LO)'/''''f,<I. O,lh\.!f speakers included
kOSI. l.i.la ':t.lerio of!'1M Supermall'i,
itrld (11"1uiPete; Paulu Alcazeren anJ
IVkh~, j;f ~imtos· Tayaf, . and uf
rour-, there was lloik City Mayor
kn) fn.!na....hosting, orchestrating;
and making all Ihi' happen.

fI"IJ dl 5M Ctrv Iloilo, the
fowm was a lively discussion dml
exchange Q( ideas that showcased
how " muln-prong •••J "pprn""h
could twst serve thi"i ,.chjft toward"
,I 1,",·,J~l'rLon «ousncss. Vi~ the
mtiJti stakeholder format, attention
WJ~ paid to Ix-bt practices. and ho .•••.
to f!f(l.'<..h."d" turn intent int action
100 often, Cih ironmvrual ectiou gelS
mired in red tape, adrnini •.tr ative

i"l~Ol'" on,d I or lack of f"Il(lw-th~\lJeh.
I r,)tt~htlmd ••rum, Iloilo-n proneer
s tlrt rit)', was milking ilB case fur
hI \\ SUCCl.~!-= (an be achteved and
su ttaincd, .md how they were road)'
to lead tne charge and share the-e
l~(trnin)!~.

One iHVdhlablc iei'mInH i~to rind
'~Att'gIC partner-s who \\'111 ~haT\"'

t,h~ Il~a,d. roJlmving I,he slogen of
fit trying h' do everything,' the

to urn showcased how the 1ocal
C wcmmcnt Umt (I ('C') of Iloilo is
W Irkin!-; with SM ~up.;rlThln .• to ta"-l·
track particular municipal uutrahves
~~h its the city public markets . a
win-win situation for both the LGUor lh,' privete so-tor partner,

DepartfMnt at Environment end Natural Resources (OE'IIR)SecrwtMy-Mari~ Mtonia '"Tont" Yufo..Loyzaga (third from left) w.•s the Gu.st cf ~onor th
tRent multi·sbk~IM' forum. "Towards a Gruner Footprintfor Iloilo Ctty,-organized by Iloilo City Mayor J.rry Trenu (e.nter), The cit; etse wet
(L•.R)~Broadcast Joumaliit eel Ori1cnJ Unit.d Archil.elso' the Philippines (UAP) Committ •• on Green Architecture Movell'Jent ArchltlllGt Michaela $.lnto$
T_va;, PGAA Cr •• tive De'lfjn Principal C•• lgner ArchlUCt Paolo Alea..,ren, SM 5<Jpermall. Program Cirector 01 Enyjronmenl.nd 5ustainabgrty En;' lIt
511,,10. and UAP Chapter Pr •• id..,t Ar.hltoKt Corlo JoIn Pulg Dob.l ••

In her rnossaue, I1ENR Soc. 'tulo-
Loyzega acknowledged hov. "Iloilo
i..the most tn\IUl'W "N ••ion of the
beautiful coastal garden cily. l he
Esptanede Clod other features that
have bpE'n inve-sted in I'vI'rtimf'
<He known ''1tf nfltinnr11l\; nnd -hc

conservation ~,£her built h.;:ritnge
highlight> theelesance of her cclture,

J he 8rct.ll1n~ of her fpotprint
thou};h, require- acceptiru, tnat the

~!.\,(~ti~~·J::'T~;3~/j~~:~'ft~!\~;
salt beds.I '\:.~rlf('th"abundant water

"I01lrCf·". the CIty is shod \Jl •.«ce-edble
safe water; S,lolatJon ,;md scud wa ••te
arc issue- btin~ addn"''''l'J ov the
rrogrcs.;ivc city YI)vl"rnml..'nt but
remain formidable is ••ue-, tht,y hitw
Io ovcnome.

-cc. Yulv-Luy.ta~a proo, IdeJ to
'pcl! out t111-.-.tl'p pnIHrrtm thi1.t o.uld
Iw1r drt;;,1 .••tor resilience. Nntv •.••orthy
for br-ing ')rl('oflc h) the i...••ues lhat
Iloilo fdC'U., nod pw\.'i~hn)!; potential
-olunore, to help n.·lIti/..l~the resi Ilt'nn
that Mavor lfl'i'la5 h." made in h"
admin.siranons mission vision If••
Ioundcd ou cohcrence, convergence.
and qylwr~y acres, all ""'--'dUI' ,v',th

'wht,le;1{-S(Jcldv, 11. well "':' whull."
uf-govl'mml·nt· "pprnach - t:n~uIin~
~h,lt no CCtl"·y.,tflom, no ((Imnwnity,
I?nJ no one is 1dt behind.

On behnli"fSM Supcrmall-, Enf:1'.
Silerio "pukt! about the c( mpany's
jOU)1'K:} towards bustaina~dlty -1nJ
'evihencc, al'lc.~how tin.'} .U,JiiP! ·0
climate C'hanht.> it~ ~ member u( Uu,!
prh:At(>: "t·dor '\s an intc&r<\kd
property management '~)rnp~ny,
building ~hllpping malls, l\~i~1pnhtll
I ondominlums, offic('!;, lcisu ro
rc~orb, hotlJi!'!, and (on vention
centers, if'.•.dlwciy!t about innovation
I'md a "usli1.innbl", Jjfe:,tyl€ - "ffl'rinS
convenience and s.tiel\ to their
ru"tomPI'i <In,,'! the general public.

lhcbi~ klpil for Engr. Silcr-o. their
Ruidlng mantra, is 'Build It R'ght,
Build it Well', Because that alwtty"
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Editorial
Cbllective push needed

to save Amazon rainforest

A~O-DAYsummit in Brazil earlier this week focused
o charting a course to protect the Amazon rainforest
fr m the scourge of deforestation. At the end of the

summit, the eight countries that are home to the Amazon
could not agree on the particular course to take.

They managed, however, to set up a common front in
fighling illegal mining and pollution. They also appealed
to industrialized countries to make good on their pledge to
provide financial support to Amazon countries struggling to
protect their corner of the rainforest.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva stressed the
urgency in saving the Amazon rainforest, saying "it is our pass-
port to a new relationship with the world, a more symmetric
relationship, in which our resources are not exploited to benefit
few, but rather valued and put in the service of everyone .•

At 5,500,000 square kilometers, the Amazon is the world's
biggest forest. Long described as the planet's "lungs" for its
role in converting carbon dioxide into life-sustaining oxygen,
scientists say it is more precise to refer to the Amazon as a gi-
ant sink that drains heat-trapping C02 from the atmosphere.
The Amazon rainforest mirrors what is happening in many
of the world's tropical forests. In recent years, a number of
countries like Brazil, Malaysia and Indonesia have notched
significant gains in replacing destroyed trees.

Brazil has boasted that Amazon deforestation fell by 33.6
percent in the first six months of Lula da Silva's term, com-
pared with the same period last year.

Indonesia and Malaysia, which have converted vast swaths
of jungle into palm oil plantations, have since been success-
ful at replenishing forest cover, notes Global Forest Watch
(GFW). Indonesia slashed its forest loss by 64 percent, and
Malaysia by 57 percent.

The Philippines has also been making headway in slowing
down deforestation, according to the UN's Food and Agri-
culture Organization.

At the beginning of the last century, 70 percent of the
country Was forest. By 1999, only about 18.3 percent of the
forest cover remained due to agriculture encroachment and
large-scale logging. Also contributing to the massive forest
loss were fires, typhoons, floods and landslides, FAa said.

By 2000, the Philippines was among the top 10 deforested
countries, contributing to 17-20 percent of global greenhouse
gas emissions from global forest loss.

The National Greening Program, a massive government reforesta-
tion drive launched in 2011, helped reverse the trend. In the next
five years, over 1.3 billion seedlings of assorted tree species we~r
planted in more than 1.6 million hectares of degraded forest land,
far more than what the government had accomplished in 50 years.

A lot more neru-s--m be aone. rhe FA said the refc resta-
tion efforts "need to be sustained in the long term," since
the greening program's 'sustainability and ability to c.eliver
multiple benefits has been questioned ."

This week's summit in Brazil is no different from the doz ns of
environmental conferences that have fallen short of their goals
because collective action was missing. The ambitious tar zet of
ending or reversing deforestation by 2030 looks to be out of ~each.

The ~e~or~station efforts of Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia and
the Philippines deserve merit, but they are not enou zh to
make a difference globally. :7

Already the world is beginning to feel the impact of f nests
unable to act as carbon sinks. Temperatures have soared to r ecord
heights; July.was the hottest month ever. The UN seret I) -gen-
eral ~as warned that we are entering an era of "global boi ing."

Still, Carlos Nobre, a leading climate scientist in Brazil who
has warn~d that the Amazon is close to a tipping point sees
a small window of opportunity to protect the world's fo 'ests.

HIcan see a greater political movement all over the woi ld to
reduce deforestation - Indonesia, some countries in A rica,
many coun~ries. in the Amazon. In Brazil, there as a si{ nifi-
cant reduction in deforestation in June, • he said

We're fast running out of time and opportunities. One B.azil-
ian minister ?raws this grim outlook: "If 20 percent or 25 pe cent
of the forest IS destroyed, the forest will enter a process of sa van-
nization ... and that would represent the death of the fon st. •
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Diokno bullish on
Mindanao's mining,
energy potential

from the earth, wind, sunlight,
and biomass.

To further drive the prog-
ress of the region, Diokno
said the government intends
to bolster the infrastructure
development in Mindanao by
investing in key areas such as
roads, bridges, railways, and
airports.

About 76 of the 194 key
infrastructure projects of the
Marcos administration will
be implemented in Mindanao,
amounting to a total cost of
P2.4 trillion.

Among the notable projects
earmarked for Mindanao are
the Davao Public Transport
Modernization Project, Min-
danao Railway Project, Samal
Island - Davao City Connector
Bridge, DavaoCityExpressway I

and Panguil Bay Bridge.
In addition, Diokno said

there is an urgent need to en-
hance airport capacity in Min-
danao' as it plays a crucial role
jn 'reinvigorating the tourism
industry and driving economic
growth in the region.

Based on a report from S&P
Global, international tourism
expenditure was projected to
reach ~S49 billion, whereas
domestic tourism expenditure
was estimated to be around P3.1
trillion.

By CHINO S. LEYCO

The Department of Finance
(DOF) said the government
wants to use Mindanao's natu-
ra! advantages to transform the
region into a driving force for
sustainable development.

Finance Secretary Benjamin
E.Diokno said Mindanao has a
lot of potential when it comes
to mining of critical minerals
and utilizing renewable energy
sources like hydroelectricity,
geothermal, wind, and solar
power.

"The government will har-
ness this geographical ad-
vantage by ensuring the sus-
tainability of the extractives
sector and transforming it
into an engine for sustainable
development," the DOFquoted
Diolmo in a statement.

Mindanao is known for it~
abundant mineral resources,
including lead, zinc, iron, cop-
per, chromite, magnetite, and
gold. Notably, the region holds
nearly half of the country's gold
reserves.

Mindanao is also seen as
a crucial part of the country's
renewable energy future. With
its diverse natural resources
and diverse terrain, the region
is ideal for generating energy
from sources like water, heat
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Plastic litter in oceans overestimated, study suggest
By-LINNEA PEDERSEN «Large, floating pieces on the

surface are easier to clean up than
microplastics, tI the study's co-
author Erik van Sebille of Utrecht
University in the Netherlands said
in a statement.

The results are based on a 3D
model of the ocean using a huge
amount of observational data and

PARIS,France (AFP)- There
is less plastic littering the
ocean than scientists pre-
viously thought, but what

is there could persist for a long
time, a new study said Monday.

The modelling study estimated
that pieces of plastic bigger than
25 millimeters (one inch) make up
over 95 percent of plastic floating
on the ocean.

While most plastic particles in
the ocean are very small, the total
mass of these microplastics - de-
fined as less than five millimeters
(0.2 inches) - is relatively low.

The preponderance of larger
floating pieces suggests that the
total amount of plastic in the ocean
is «much lower" than previously
thought, according to the 'study
published in the journal Nature
Geoscience.

Plastic pollution in the ocean
has been estimated at more than
25 million tons, with a quarter of a
million tons floating on the surface.

But the study said that the
amount of plastic on the ocean sur-
face is much higher, at about three
million tons.

That the plastic is floating
around in large pieces could with
help clean-up efforts.

measurements taken from surface
water, beaches and the deep ocean
from 1980 to 2020.

The model also found that less
new plastic finds its way to the
ocean every year than previously
thought - about half a million tons
instead of four to 12 million tons -
stemming largely from coastlines
and fishing activity.

However, the combination of

more surface plastic and less ne
plastic suggests that the litter will
likely remain in the ocean for mucn
longer than previously believed.

«It means that it will take lon-
ger until the effects of measures
to combat plastic waste will b
visible," the study's lead Mikad
Kaandorp said.

«If we don't
take action nov ,
the effects wi I'
be felt for muc 1

longer," he add-
ed.

And the
amount ofplasti
pollution in tha
world's oceans is
still growmg.

Without fur-
ther mitigatio 1
and clean-up,
the lin ~erin ~
plastic litte:

could double within two decades,
according to the study Is authors.

Concern over the impact of
plastics on the environment and
human well-being has su ged . I

recent years.
Plastic debris is estimated t

kill more than a million seabird
and 100,000 marine mam s ead
year, according to the Uni .ed N
tions Environment Program.

THE PREPONDERANCEof larger floating pieces suggests that the
total amount of plastic in the ocean is 'much lower' than previ-
ously thought. (AFP) .




