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EACH DROP COUNTS — Local water vendors fill up rows of containers outside their shanty on Mel Lopez Boulevard in Tondo, Manila, on Sunday, July 9, 2023, as residents brace themselves for nine-hour-long water service
interruptions starting next week with the water level at Angat Dam dropping to below minimum operating level. (Juan Carlo de Vela)

DENR expands water
conservation order

By JEL SANTOS and HANNAH TORREGOZA

he Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources’
(DENR’s) Water Resources
Management Office (WRMO)
expanded the scope of its water con-
servation order to include all residents
of the National Capital Region (NCR)
and nearby proviﬁces» of Rizal, Bu-
lacan, and Cavite in its bid to avoid
massive water interruptions amid the

- El Nifo phenomenon.

The WRMO directed all. baran—
gay officials and condominium and
subdivision managers in its Bulletin
No. 2 to advise people to save water
by reducing activities that require a
big amount of water usage, such as
watering the yarﬁ and car
washing.

To include
residents of
NCR, Rizal,
Bulacan, Cavite

By JEL SANTOS and HANNAH TORREGOZA .
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DENR expands water conservation order 1«

“Residents should likewise be
encouraged to promote rainwater
collection for non-potable use of
water, and to reuse laundry and
dishwashing wastewater for water-
ing plants,” the WRMO said in a
statement.

In addition, the WRMO ordered

all local government organiza-
tions in the NCR to expedite the
approval of pipe repairs for water
concessionaires Manila Water and
Maynilad.

“As we prepare for even dner
conditions due to El Nifio, it is, more
than ever, important to conserve

water in order to prevent massive

water interruptions later this year,”
it said.

Spot mspectmns of office build-
ings for unwarranted use of water,
leaks, and faulty bathroom fixtures
will be conducted by WRMO’s team,
per Bulletin No. 2.

“The team will ensure that WRMO
Bulletin Nos. 1and 2 are posted in of -
fices accordingly,” it said.

As such, the WRMO said that to-
gether with the Metropolitan Water
and Sewerage System (MWSS$), it will
review the monthly water bills of all
government facilities in accordance

with MC (Memo;andum Circular)
‘ - the,mw ofanagamies towa:ds ;

flang’s Memorandum Circular (MC)
- No. 22 signed by Executive Secretary
Lucas Bersamin last June 7 which
ordered all government departments
and instrumentalities to strictly
implement water conservation mea-
sures as part of efforts to prevent a
water crisis amid a looming El Nifio
phenomenon.

In WRMO's Bulletin No. 1, it
alerted all government personnel
about MC 22 and the water conserva-
tion program for public offices and
reminded everyone of the "impend-
ing El Nifio and potential drought
conditions this year."

Data showed that, as of July 8,
the water level in Angat Dam was
at 179.99 meters, which is below
the 180-meter minimum operating
level. :

The DENR noted that when it falls
below operating levels, irrigation al-
locations will be decreased, and sup-
ply for the NCR and the provinces of
Rizal, Cavite, and Bulacan will be at
the bare minimum. As a result, resi-
dents may expect decreased water
pressures, particularly at night, and
probable outages in select MWSS-
served locations.

Through MC 22, President Mar-
cos ordered the WRMO to monitor

leaksalongmwmm  tendingto reduce their

(sg;w-

'-mayneedma;armpaitsmaybe:e—

ported to the DENR-WRMO througlr

-gov.ph. R
~ WMRO’s Bulletin No 2 was re-
leased as the water level in Angat
‘Dam, which :;gplhs potable water

5ﬁ§r T T Pt I_‘:..

fﬁsmmﬁnewmmlaé~ "

Jmulam ‘Metropolitan Waterworks

_and Sewerage System (MWSS) to.
planned

 take urgent action on the -
water service interruption of Mayni-
iad Water Smices Inc. startmg July

Pwp chairperson of the Sen-

'-renew
102, seeking the establishment of a

service cuts will affect over half a
million consumers,” Poe said in a
statement.

"Dumadalas, humah aba ang
oras at dumadarm ang apektado
dito sa water interruption. Hindi
ito katanggap-tanggap (Water in-
terruptions are becoming more
frequent, the time is getting longer
and the number of people affected is
increasing. This is not acceptable),”
the senator added.

Maynilad had earlier warned that

‘its customers may experience up to

nine hours of nightly water service
interruptions starting July 12 due to
the decreasing water level of Angat
Dam. _

But the MWSS should determine
whether water utilities like Mayni-
lad are adhering to their obligations
based on their franchise, she said.

Instead of being caught flat-
footed, she also said Maynilad
should have acted urgently in in-
vesting and building its capacities
to address the increasing demand
for potable water.

"Hindi dapat umasa na lang sa
lakas ng buhos ng ulan. Pag may
water shortage, Angat Dam lagi ang
sinisisi (One should not just rely on
the strength of the downpour. When
there is a water shortage, Angat Dam
is alwazys blamed),” Poe said.

“The lawmaker also said both the
MWSS$ and Maynilad should inform

~ the public of its long-term and
~ short-term solutions to the water

} Pue ar_g;_lgd the authority granted

. to water concessionaires carries a

serluus obli@ti&m to deliver efficient

, the senator
genate Bill Ne.

e same
her push f

Department of Water Resources
give;mqus on water use, manage-

at;e m ‘on Public Services, 1 and sources.

d the service disruption, Undﬁrthn&ill, the proposed wa-
which is bound to affect almost ter nt would be the “pri-
, t;aste:s, “unacoeﬁt“— 7 mwm{mnmg,mrdlnanng,
able” - implementing, monitoring and ac-
"MWSS should not take this mate--‘, ' entity of the executive

ter sitting down as these recun-{ng ~ branch of ﬂm government.”
ok il @
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‘and Maynilad.

~ The WRMO has directed all govern-
ment agencies to conserve water in their
respective offices.

In a related development, the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administration (PAGASA) on
Sunday said there was a significant drop
in the water level of Angat Dam in the last
three days, as the decline averaged to more
than 0.40 meters daily as it further fell to
179.56 meters or. .56 meters below its normal
operating capacity.

In a radio interview, PAGASA hydrolo-
gist Rosalie Pagulayan noted that a de-
crease of more than 1.2 meters was recorded
at the Angat Dam from July 7 to July 9.

“This is significant for us as Angat
Dam is the source of water in Metro
Manila, so any negative drop is an indi-

. cation of possible water interruption,”

Pagulayan said.
“As of 6 a.m. yesterday, the water level
of Angat Dam further dropped by 0.43

meters compared to its previous level of

. 179.99 meters on Saturday.

“For the past three days, the decrease
was almost half a meter, 0.44 meters for
July 7; 0.46 meters for July 8; and July 9,
0.43 meters, so more than 1.2 meters for
the past three days,” Pagulayan added.

Meanwhile, Sen. Grace Poe described
as unacceptable the plan of Maynilad to
cut water supply starting July 12 for up
to nine hours nightly, affecting almost
600,000 customers.

Poe, the chairperson of the Senate com-
mittee on public services, im plored state
regulator Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS5) to take urgent
action on the planned water service inter-
ruption for Maynilad customers.

“Water interruptions are becoming more
frequent; the time is getting longer and the
number of people affected is increasing.
This is unacceptable,” Poe said n Filipino.

Maynilad said its customers may
experience up to nine hours of nightly
water service interruptions starting July
12 due to the decreasing water level of
Angat Dam.

— Bella Cariaso, Cecille Suerte Felipe
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ETRO Manila residents were advised to
reduce their water consumption as the
water level at the Angat Dam continues to
drop and a prolonged El Nifio episode approaches.

Im FROM . Al

“As we prepare for even drier condi-
fions due to El Nifio, it is more than ever
important to conserve water in order to
prevent massive water interruptions later
this year,” the Water Resources Manage-
ment Office (WRMO) of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said on Sunday.

DATE

Reduce water use Metro Manllans toId

large amounts ofwamnsudmswa-

It also encouraged the public

to promote rainwater collection

for non-potable use and to reuse

laundry and dishwashing waste-

water for watering. plants. ..

\ Owill also review the

: gon’ﬂﬂym bills of all govern-
ment facilities together with the

Metropolitan Water and Seyverage

System (MWSS).
~ “Notices mexcesmveuseofwa~
 tershall be issued,” WRMOaddai

It said that when the lcvel at

Angat dips below operating levels,
“the allocation for irrigation will
be reduced and supply for NCR.

and the provinces of Rizal, Cavite -

and Bulacan. will be at the mini-
mum volume,”

Residents “could expecf. lower
water pressures maunly dunng the
nightand possible interruptions in

e - - PR

As of July 9, thelet;ﬂ mAng'at

was ’1.7.9.56 metm, which is below
the 180-meter minimum operat-

- On July 7, DENR-WRMO issued
Bulletin No. 1, which laid down

water conservation guidelines for -

compliance

ﬁcesasliqrt

a 'water crisis.

all government of-

of efforts t‘uhgad oﬁ‘

Over the weekend, National
:»Economlc and Development Au-

thority (NEDA) Undersecretary
Rosemarie Edillon said the govern-
‘ment was already taking measures
to cushion the impact of El Niiio,
-especially on food security and the

economy. '

- Bdillon said that while therunt

of the dry spell was still expected

by the early part of 2024, mitigat-
ing efforts were being laid down

.asearlyasnﬂw :
One measure is the reductmn of

allocauoqs for i imgauon waterin .
certain areas serviced by MWSS,” ,, favor o

HALusSe. 1
bt S‘hem@m,hwmmt-
ing season is over, there is no need

36 %

_ "impact fpr n

--gareﬁb.ls;tar Edtll'ongalde

for lmgandn water.

The frequent rmnfall r_xpen-
enced nationwide during the rainy

season should be taken advantage
of by building small ‘impoundmg

. water projects.

- “If we are

The gwcmmem sees no sig-

nificant impact of the El Nifo
_on the economy if appropriate
: gonnng@gmm mplam

she said.
President FerdinaniMarco& Jr

. l@asorgamzeda“NahunalEINino

Team” to address the ﬂnpendmg
impact of thedry spell.
 NEDA i spearheading the

_ mteragt‘h‘ty coordmation for
. the development of the national

acnon plan f for El Nlno, tal{u:lg

in detenmmngmmvent‘im fot

specific regions.

Angat Dam in Norzagaray, Bulacan, is
the main water source for Metro Manila.

The WRMO has issued a bulletin to
all barangay officials and condominium
and subdivision managers in the MNational
Capital Region (NCR) to advise residents
to cut down on activities that consume

»WaterA8
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LGUs mobilized to save water

DENR to NCR chlefs subdlws:ons Collect ram water reuse wastewater

By Macon Ramos-Araneta
and Rio N. Araja

Faj " HE Department of
- Environment and
Natural Resources has

advised village leaders and
residents of Metro Manila
to reduce activities such as
watering lawns and washing
cars to avert massive water
interruptions in the coming
months.

In its Bulletin No. 2, the DENR's Water
Resources Management Office (WRMO)
told all barangay officials and condomin-
ium and subdivision managers to advise
residents to conserve water.

The WRMO said residents should also be
encouraged to promote rainwatercollection
for non-potable use of water and to reuse
laundry and dishwashing wastewater for
waltering plants.

The WRMO also directed all local
govemnment units in the National Capital
Region to speed up the approval of pipe
repairs of water concessionaires Manila
Water and Maynilad.

“As we prepare for even drier
conditions due to El Mifio, it is, more than
ever, important Lo conserve water in order
to prevent massive water i i
later this year,” the WRMO said.

Earlier, the WRMO issued its first
bulletin containing the guidelines
for water conservation measures by
all government offices, through their
building administrators.

In its second bulletin, the WRMO
said its team will conduct spotinspections
of office buildings for unwarranted use
of water, leaks, and faulty bathroom
fixtures. The team will ensure that
WRMO Bulletin Nos. 1 and 2 are posted
in offices accordingly.

The WRMO said that together with

Next page
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SENATOR TO MWSS: ACT
ON WATER SUPPLY CUTS

STORY BY MARLON RAMOS AND JANE BAUTISTA
The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System should not just be the ‘bearer of bad news,’ Sen. Grace Poe said,
as she urged the agency to ensure that concessionaires comply with their franchises in providing efficient service.

==

ALMOST CRITICAL Thls view of Angat Damon Sunday shcws huw low its water Ieve! has drapped On Satund ay the Phlllpplne Atmcsphtrlc Geophysma( and Axtronoml:al Services Adr 1|n|strannn

said water reserve at the dam, which supplies 98 percent of Metro Manila's water, was at 179.99 meters, or some 20 meters above the critical lavel of 160, wsria ¢. monTEGRANDE

FROM A

By Marlon Ramos

and Sewerage System (MWSS)
to “be proactive” instead of be-
ing the “bearer of bad news for

consumers” of Maynilad Water

Services Inc. who may face up to
nine hours of service interrup-

Last week, MWSS Division
Manager Patrick Dizon said that
around 600,000 customers of

- Maynilad—which services the

As of Saturday, the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) said the
dam’s water level was at 179.99
meters. 3

Poe ‘said the MWSS should

“They should not justrely on
rainwater,” Poe said. “Maynilad
should have acted urgently in
investing and building its sup-

west concession zone in Metro ply capacities to avoid being
and Jane Bautista Manila—may end up without caught flat-footed by increasing
‘@Team_Inquirer water for up to nine hours start- demand for potable water as
2 ing Wednesday, as Angat Dam’s what is happening now.”
Sen. Grace Poe on Sunday called water drops below the minimum :
on the Metropolitan Waterworks operating level of 180 meters. Directive to the public

As part of mitigation mea-
sures, the DENR’s Water Re-
sources. Management Office

(WRMO) issued on Sunday 2

conservation directive to resi-
dents in Metro Manila and the

tions starting this week. review the comp]xant:e of provinces of Rizal, Cavite and
‘Poe, the Senate committee Maynilad and other water Bulacan who rely on Angat Dam

on public services chair, said the - concessionaires with their ob- for their water needs. -

MWSS should “not take this mat- ligation to provide efficient The advisory is in line with

ter sitting down as. these recur-

ring service cuts {wonld] affect

over half a million consumers.”
“The water interruptions

have become more frequent, last-

mgﬁ:rlongerhours andaifecnng'-'

more people. This is unaccept-
”shesmdmastatement

services as stated under their
congressional franchises.
According to her, the water
utilities should have looked for
other ways to ensure a steady

supply instead of blaming An-

gat Dam's dipping water level
for the shortage.

the WRMO’s mandate under
Executive Order No. 22 which
established the agency to “en-
sure the availability and sus-
_tamable management of 'the

The W'RMO directed bara.n—
g_ay officials and condominium




V.

a COMMUNICATION
AND

L PR

STRATEGIC

GE 1
STORY STORY

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

= N TIATIVES PAGE
.._,.—-f SERVICE 07 «10.23
TITLE : PAGE DATE
#
b
¢ o
and subdivision managers to = bathroom fixtures” on top of a ' extreme weather events,” KMP
advise households to reduce monthly review of all govern- chair Danilo Ramos said.
such activities as watering the ment facilities’ water bills. He said his group has sought

lawn and washing vehicles.
Residents were also encour-
aged to collect rainwater and
“recycle water from laundry
and dishwashing discharge for
watering plants [sic].”
“As we prepare. for even

drier conditions due to El Nifo,

it is more than ever important
to conserve water in order to
prevent massive water inter-

ruptions later this year,” the

WRMO advised the public.
‘Metro Manila local govern~
ment units, on the other hand,
were told to speed up the ap-
proval of pipe repairs to be con-
ducted by water concessionaires

aisa conduct spotms;mﬁon's of
office buildings for “unwarrant-

ed use of water, leaks and faulty

The announcement about
Angat Dam’s decreasing water
levels has coincided with the on-
set of the El Nifio phenomenon
which is expected to strengthen
by the last quarter of the year.

The double whammy has
alarmed farmers who have
expressed concern about the
effects of the expected water
shortage on their crops.

‘Concrete plans’
On Sunday, members of the
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pil-
ipinas (KMP) called on the Na-
tional Irrigation Administration -
(NIA) to inform them about its
strategy for dealing with the
weather phenomenon.
~ “We want to know NIA's
concrete plans on how to help
farmers cope with El Nifio and
how to ensure the availability
of rice and food crops despite

a dialogue with the agency to
discuss joint measures to help
farmers cope with the expected
rainfall shortage and its possible
effects on their crops.

On Saturday, an official of
the National Economic and De-
velopment Authority, assured
the public that the government
was already taking steps to
cushion the adverse effects of
El Nino.

“We expect the real brunt

of El Nifio to happen by the be-

ginning of next year, but our
preparations for that should
already be starting now,” Neda
Undersecretary Rosemarie
Edillon said in a press forum.
“On the impact for next
year, that really depends on
how we’re able to prepare this
year,” she added. —with wbm

_ FROM KRIXIA SUBINGSUBING A JE-

ROME ANING INQ
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Poe wants water
interruptions

probed

SEN. Mary Grace Poe on Sunday called on
the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewer-
age System (MWSS) to take a close look at
the water service interruption scheduled
by Maynilad Water Services which could
affect almost 600,000 of its customers.
The water concessionaire has an-
nounced service interruptions starting

_}Prob_e_éA2

state 'regulamr, “should naz,,take

tlus matterslmngdawn_as these

'-'ﬂ'us“is not acnanal
of“the

- She has filed a bill that seel:s
to give the proposed DWR the |
task of “primary policy, planning, | ‘
comdinating, implementing,
ke Maynilad - 'momﬁoﬂns and administrative
°b’18* entny of the executive branch of

_ the gbvem:nmt.

Poe said the regulatory frame-
NeWs  work for water in the country has

ad'swater _many overlaps, and economic
regulatlons are pro\nded under

A E I Tavavo

bulldmg its supply cnpfaaties to
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Govt urges water
conservation as
ElNifo impacts

| Angat dam

By JonaTHAN L. MaYUGA
. w@jonlmayuga .

8 I 10O avert extreme water supply
| shortage, the Water Resource
: Management Office (WRMO),a
unitunder the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR),
“is pushing for a water conservation
measure for the whole Metro Manila
and for areas adjacent to the National
Capital Region (NCR).
' WRMO Bulletin 2 has mstructed
barangay officialsand condominium
and subdivisfon managers to advise
residents to conserve water through
‘activities that will reduce the con-
sumption of large amounts of water,

‘such as watering lawns and washing

vehicles, A :
- The water conservation advisory
‘was handed down as the water level
in Angat Dam, which supplies potable
water tothe NCRand nearbyprovinces,
continues to drop amid an impending
El Nifio dry spell. :
As of July 8, 2023, the water level
.in Angat Dam was at 179.99 meters,
which is below the 180-meter mini-

- mum operating level.

‘When below operating levels, the
allocation forirrigationwillbereduced
‘and supply for NCR and the provinces
of Rizal, Cavite and Bulacan will be at
the minimum volume.
As such, residents could expect
lower water Ppressures mamly during
the night and possible 1nterrupt10ns
in certain areas_servn:ed by MWSS,
Previous episodes of water supply
shortage compel the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB), an office
under the DENR, to reduce water al-
lacation for Metro Manila, resultingin.
‘massive water supply interruptions in
: the entire NCR and nearby provinces
affectingapopulationof approximate-
ly 12 million water consumers.
 Under MC 22, President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. directed the WRMO to
" monitor the progress of all agencies
towards conserving water through
the analysis of their monthly water
b:Ils with the aim of reducing then'
tonsumptlon by 10 ) percent. '

Created last April by virtue of Ex-

‘ecutive Order 22, the WRMO is man-

_ dated to ensure the availability and

sustainable management of water re-
sources in the country.

~ WRMO Bulletin1 wasearlierissued

- pursuant to MC 22 signed by Marcos

- mandated allgovernmentagenciesand

instrumentalities to strictly imple-

ment water conservation measures to

prevent a water crisis amid a léoming

“El Nifio phenomenon.
In its latest WRMO Bulletm the
| water resource body encouraged resi-

¢ dents to practice rainwater collection
. for non-potable use of water and to

‘teuselaundryand dishwashing waste-
water for watering plants.
Meanwhile, the WRMO has di-
- rected all local government units in
the NCR to fast-track the approval of
~ pipe repairs of water concessionaires
" 'Manila Water and Maynilad. :
“Asweprepareforevendrier condi-
tions due to El Nifio, it is, more than
ever, important to conserve water in
order to prevent massive water inter-
_ruptions later this year,” the WRMO
Bulletin No 2 said. :

The water body shall conduct spot -

inspections of office buildings for
“unwarranted use of water,” leaks and
faulty bathroom fixtures. The team
will ensure that WRMO Bulletin1 and
WRMO Bulletin 2 are posted in offices
i accordmgly

The WRMO said thattogetherwith

the Metropolitan Water and Sewer-
age System (MWSS), it will review thé
-monthly water bills of all government
facilities in accordance with MC 22.

Notices on excessive use of water shall

be issued, it added.
. Theofficealso advised the publicto
reportleaksalongstreets tothe MWSS
. Or to water service providers. Leaks
withincompoundsand whichmayneed
major repairs may be reported to the
DENR WRMO

DATE
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LOVETHE PHILIPPNES, WARTS ANDALL ANDHELP ROTEET S PEOPL ¢

NATURAL ESOLRGES ENVRONEN TG,

and consider the heroism and
courage of our ancestors who
resisted colonial plunder, op-
pression, and exploitation.

4. Talking and dialoguing
. with th%

THE recent ad campaign proj-
ect of the Philippines’ Depart-
ment of Tourism dubbed as.

“Love the Philippines,” worth

a staggering P49 million, is
but a challenge to the inter-
national community to visit
the country as tourists and at
the same time LOVE the plac-'
es, people, pilgrimages, cul-
tural visits, and adventures in
the midst of abject poverty,
widespread corruption, and
tyranny.

Love the Phlhppmes and its
people by:

1. Enjoying the sea, the cool
waters, and rivers while being
reminded of the many sacri-
fices of the people, especially
indigenous communities, to
protect and defend the land
from an explmtatlve business

- mental defenders and with

‘the ecological perspective of
protecting and defending the
rights of the people to ensure
sovereignty and patrimony.
Listen to the stories of farm-
ers, especially the poor ones,
and agricultural workers who
tend to the fields and till the
land, who work hard from

-dawn to dusk and marvel-

ously contour the lands and
fields, yet their lives remain
impoverished. Converse with
nationalist historians and pa-
triotic youth and learn with
them, especially how they tell
and retell of the overwhelm-
ing LOVE our heroes and
martyrs offered to defend the

‘motherland. You have all the

rights and access to stay at
plush hotels and condomini-

agenda disguised as so-called
“development projects.”

2. Praising and honoring
the forests, mountains, and
plains and joining the peo-
ple in caring and ensuring
that the next generation will
enjoy these gifts of beauty,
splendor, and life-sustaining
nature, and similarly pass on
such bequests to their chil-
dren’s children. Note that the

Philippines is one of Asia's

most dangerous countries for
environmental activists and
land defenders.

3. Visiting museums and
historical places, and discov-
ering how these connect with
you and your country as well

“as the family and community

you represent or to which you
belong. Read, ponder upon,

'ums, and you are also invited

to listen to the stories of the
demolitions of the homes of
the urban poor to give way to
high-rise buildings and tow-
ering edifices.

Do not be discouraged to
come here, despite learning
that one Larry Gadon who
criticized a female journalist
with his foul and repugnant
words, now sits on the right
side of the President as his
anti-poverty adviser. It could
be a shock to you, as it was
to us. His law license was in-
definitely suspended last year
and now he has been disbarred
by the Supreme Court, for his

“misogynistic, sexist, abusive
and repeated intemperate lan-
guage” (“Palace keeping Gadon
despite SC disbarment,” News,

_community of farm-
ers, progressive scientists, in-
digenous peoples, ' industrial
workers, fisherfolks, and wom-
en who‘are engaged in social
change. Listen, learn, and love
the hope and struggle that they
carry on so that we can live
with dignity and pride. .
“Love the Philippines”
goes beyond a tourism agen-
da. If the global community
loves the Philippines, . this
is the best time to visit the
country, Gaze upon its peo-
ple and places and the natural
beauty of physical resources
through the lens of environ-

6/29/23). Likewise, you might
ask, why still love the Philip-
pines, when the previous ad-
ministration of Rodrigo Dute-
rte has blood on its-hands as
thousands were killed in his
“war on drugs”? And worse
while the current adminis-
tration has no plans to return
to the International Criminal
Court that investigates such
bloody war on drugs.

Love the Philippines. Stand
with its people in pursuing
peace, truth, justice, democracy
and in protecting the land, seas,
rivers, forest, mountains, ﬂora..
and fauna, ;

NORMA P. DOLLAGA,
Kapatirang Simbahan

Para sa Bayan,
kammbayan@yahoo com.ph
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Thousands affected by oil Spl"
file compensation claims—solon

on Ecology said last Sunday that
an initial batch of 3,457 victims
from the fisheries sector have so far filed
a combined P114 million in fmanual

A MEMBER of the House Committee

~ compensation claims for the economic

losses they suffered due to the MT Princess
Empress oil spill.

Surigao del Sur Rep. Johnny T. Pimentel -

said through a statement that these
estimated figures from the International
0il Pollution Compensation Funds or (10PC

- Funds) are “very preliminary.”

“Additional claims from the cap_ture
fishery alone have probably been submitted

by now, but have not been aggregated and

reported yet,” Pimentel said. ;

“We understand that the I0PC Funds are

now managing the civil liability claims with
respect to the oil pollution damage caused
by the incident,” Pimentel said.

According to Pimentel, the Philippine

. CoastGuard and other government agencies

involved are also expected to file their
respective claims for costs incurred in
cleanup operations, preventive measures
and sea response.

- Beach resorts, tour boat operators and
other tourism service providers hit by the

oil spill -are also expected to file clanms,

added Pimentel.

The 508-ton MT Princess Empress sank

on February 28 in the Tablas Strait and
" discharging up to 5,600 barrels (900,000
 liters) of highly toxic industrial fuel oil into
 the waters of Oriental Mindoro, Batangas

Antique and Palawan,

Fishing and swimming bans were
imposed for an extended period in the
areas hit hardest by the spill, thus adversely
affecting communities dependent on
seafood harvesting and tourism activities.

The London-based |0PC Funds pay
compensation to these who have suffered
pollution damage from spills of persistent
oil from tankers in a member state, such as

 the Philippines.

Claimants may be l,ndi'vnduals,
partnerships, companies, private
organizations, or public bodies, including
states or local authorities.

Compensable claims include property
damage, costs of cleanup activities at sea
and on shore, economic losses by fisherfolk
and seafood vendors, or those engaged in
mariculture, economic losses in the tourism
sector and costs for re:nstatement of the
environment.

ThelOPCFunds workwith]he Shlpowners

 Club—amutuali insurance association based
., in Luxembourg—to settle claims,

Jovee Marie N. Dela Cruz




TITLE :

PAGE

|~

UFPER PAGE 1 EDI‘.-_‘JRI;;i

STORY

BANMER
STORY

LOWER

_0.7-.1 o D1

"DATE

“Those ﬁgures from the Interna-
tional il Pollution Compensation
Funds, or IOPC Funds, are very pre-

capture fishery alone have probably
been submitted by now, but have not
been aggregated and reported Nek,
leentel said.

liminary. Additional claims from

sector has so far filed 2 , combined P114 million in financial
compensation claims for the economic losses that they
suffered due to the MT Princess Empress oil spill, Surigao del

Sur Rep. Johnny Pimentel, a member of the House committee on
ecology, said on Sunday

A N INITIAL batch of 3,457 victims from the fisheries

“We understand that the IOPC Funds
are now managing the civil liability
claims with respect to the oil pollution
damaged caused by the incident,” the
lawmaker added.

Pimentel also said: “The Philip-
pine Coast Guard and other govern-
ment agencies involved are also ex-

pected to file their respective claims
for costs incurred in cleanup opera-
tions and preventive measures as
well as sea response.”

Beach resorts, tour boat opera-
tors and other tourism service pro-
viders hit by the oil spill are also
expected to file claims, according
to Pimentel.

The 508-ton MT Princess Em-
press sank in Tablas Strait on Feb-

-ruary 28, discharging up to 5,600

barrels (900,000 liters) of highly
toxic industrial fuel oil into the wa-
ters of Oriental Mindoro, Batangas,
Antique, and Palawan.

Fishing and swimming bans were

imposed for an extended period in
the areas hit hardest by the spill, thus |

adversely affecting communities de-
pendent on seafood harvesting and
tourism activities. ,
- The London-based IOPC Funds pay
compensation to those who have suf-
fered pollution damage from spills of
persistent oil from tankers in a member
state, such as the Philippines.
Claimants may be individuals,
partnerships, companies, private
organizations, or public bodies,
including states or local authori-
ties. Rio Araja

CARTOON
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UBS invests in enhancement

of PH Marine Protected Areas

By JAMES A. LOYOLA

UBS Optimus Foundation and Blue
finance have forged a new partnership
which will see the Foundation make its
first marine-focused unpact perfor-
mance loan.

By providing up-front and early-
stage blended capital of $600,000; the
Foundation is empowering the Marine
Protected Area (MPA) network in the
Philippines to implement several blue
economy revenue- generating initia-
tives whilst focusing on protecting and
regeneratmg coral reefs, increasing
marine biodlvermty, and enhancmg
livelihoods.

“We are thrilled to partner with
Blue finance on our first investment
focuémg on marine ecosystems. We
are strong proponents of their holistic

appmﬁch which supports blodlvemty '
dcli ga

She added at our lmpact loan to
MPA projects in 'I_‘he Philippines show-
cases the financial viability of what will
be aself-sustaining conservation model
and highlights the impact potential of
Blue finance’s approach.”

“We believe in nature conservation
with sustainable, long-term business
models to address the biodiversity crisis
in the long term,” Blue finance Execu-
tive Director and Co-Founder Nicolas
Pascal said.

‘He noted that, “this innovative
approach is transformative for MPAs
and is setting a precedent for impact
investment in marine conservation and
economic development globally.”

. “While more than 60 percent of
coral reefs worldwide are under im-
mediate threat, we have shown that

MPAsmon&ofﬂ:ebestmlsmhm--‘

for protecting marine biodiversity. Suc-

Lal Ry

cessful MPAs are key contributors
to a more climate- change resilient
economy,” said Pascal.

In 2020, Blue finance created the
Blue Alhance NGO with the support
of the United Nations, the Global
Fund for Coral Reefs (GFCR) and the
International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN).

Blue Alliance manages the MPA
networkand related projects along-
sidelocal authorities in North Orien-
tal Mindoro. This island province in
the western part of The Philippines
encompasses the Verde Island Pas-
sage - recognised as a global shore
fish biodiversity hotspot, this ocean
channel supports more than 2 mil-
lion people. |

'Ihenemﬁmmﬁycompm—
es 12 MPAs which together protect
some 701cm of coasthne and 52km2

X Currently, 30 rangers, community
officersand

managers areemployed |

to implement core MPA activities.
This funding will allow Blue Al-
liance to enhance the management
and protection of coral reef ecosys-~
tems, develop sustainable revenue

‘mechanisms for the MPA network

and contribute to the achievement
of multiple UNDP Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs), namely 1,
5,8,13,14 and 17.

Blended finance unlocks com-
mercial capital by combining it
with philanthropic capital to im-
prove project design and execution,
enabhng the projects to meet the

. investor’ s criteria.

The impact loan will be repaid
through tangible revenue streams
such as nature-based ecotourism, i '
blue carbon credits from mangrove -
conservationand sma]l—scaleaquad
culture pmjects

EDITORIAL  CARTOON
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NEW strategy will set global
shipping on an ambitious path
wards phasing out greenhouse
gas emissions, top UN officials said at
the opening of the latest session of the

(MEPC) in London last week.

Marine Environment Protection Committee

committee  tack-
les concemns such
as  the control
and prevention of
ship-source  pol-
lution covered by
the International
Convention for the
Prevention of Pol-
lution from Ships
(MARPOL), in-
cluding oil, chemi-
cals carried in bulk,
sewage, garbage
and such emis-
sions from ships as
air pollutants and
greenhouse  gas
emissions.

The committee
last week adopted

“The 2023 strat-
egy will be your
legacy, for which
your children and
grandchildren will
be grateful,” he
said. "“The time
for IMO to dem-
onstrate its global
leadership is now.”

The revised
strategy is expect-
ed o set our the
way forward for
possible technical
and economic mea-
sures to be further
developed by IMO.

Underlining
the importance
of concrete legal

a greenh gas
emissions  strat
égy in response

to climate change
and threats to bio-
diversity, follow-
ing meetings with
IMO.

*Thisisa histor-
ic moment in which
all of you have a
role to play,” IMO
Seeretary-General
Kitack Lim said,
encouraging states
to help rofl out the
new  strategy by
forging ambitious
targets - that will
put shipping on a
“clear trajectory™
16 phase out green-
house gas emis-
sions.

w0 proj-
ect biodiversity, he
recalled that nearly
two decades of dis-
cussion had led to
the landmark Con-
vention on Hio-
diversity (CBD),
adopted at the UN
headquarters  on
June 19, 2023,
Together, with
the Kunming-
Montreal  Global
Framework for
Biodiversity, ad-
opted last Decem-
ber and ongoing
negotiations for a
new legally bind-
ing  instrument
to tackle plastic
pollution, he said
“there is no doubt
that your Com-
mittee’s efforis (o
ensure a gresner,
more equitable and
more  sustainable
maritime future is
of greater impor-
tance than ever be-
fore.” UN News

“Hiimanity is in dangerous
¢ waters on chimate,” UN Seere-
tary-Crenersl Antonio Guterres
said in 8 video message af the
start of MPEC’s Intest session.
“Seience tells us it is still pos-
sible to limn global temperature
rise to 1.5 °C, but it requires an

DA

shipping firms tasked
to curb air and water pollution

of global emissions, will be vi-
al®

The decisions “you take cver
the coming days could help us
chart a safer course,” he said,
urging commiiies members (o
agree on a strategy forward.

Tasked with addressing en-

and diate global
effort, and shipping, which ac-
counts for almost three per cent

| issue: under the
scope of the International Mari-
time Organization (IMO), the
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SI?IENTIST : FUKUSHIMA WASTEWATER IIISFIISAI: WﬂNT"AFFEl}T PHWATERS

By Jane Iauti&tﬁ
@jal‘l.eb'mltlsfalNQ

k: Ocean will have a neghgzble-

effect on Philippine waters, an
environmental science profes- .
sor has assured the public, es-

pecially fisherfolk alarmed by
its potential 1mpact on ﬁsh and

omermaﬁsieiife_ &

Hernando Bacosa a profes-_
sor at the Mindanao State Uni-
versity-Iligan Institute of Tech-

nology, said any discharged "

wastewater would have little
to no direct impact on the Phil-
ippines, since it no longer con-
tained high-risk radionuclides.

“Considering the highly dy-

continuous dilution, this has
likely negligible impact on the -
marine environment of the'

-PlﬁllpﬁiIlES, _the-scleattst told ]

the Inquirer on Sunday.
Eacosa served as a research
ci - at Tohoku University

- in Japan when the Fukushima

nuclear disaster happened fol-
lowing the earthquake and tsu-
nami of 2011, and was involved
in research about the conse-
quences of the accident.

He emphasized, howev-
er, that Tokyo Electric Power
Co. (Tepco), which ran the de-
stroyed Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear power plant, should keep
monitoring the level of radio-
active contents of fish, seafood
and water, as the planned dis-
posal would take three to four
decades to complete.

In March 2011, a devastating
._magmtude 9.1 earthquake hit
‘-j-l:ﬁE nﬂrﬂﬁeast coast of Japan,

clear power plant’s supply and
_coolmg system. e

RADIOACTIVE CONTENT This 2021 photog raph shows

the storage tanks for treated water at the tsunami- crlppled
| Fukushima Daiichi nuclear pc:wer plant. —KYODO VIA REUTERS

v

To cool the. reactors, Tepco
has been pumping water into the
plant, resulting in the mmula—
tion of an estimated 1.33 mi]lmn
cubic meters of water on the site,
which now needs to be disposed.

Tepco, according to Bacosa,
has been removing high-risk ra-
dioactive materials like cesium
and strontium from the con-
taminated water through an Ad-

vanced Liquid Processing System.

the Fukuﬁimna nus
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“During f&e wastewatep
Heatmeht, ‘these were removed
and what was left are Carbon
14 and tritium, the radioactive

_ fprm ,of hytk‘agen. [These two]
1 T . Ctiv ﬂhe Sﬁld- !

P

concentration and the exposure
of organisms to it, he noted.

If Tepco would dump 1.33

.mllhoncublt—:mns right away,
that would pose an alatming

Gnﬂleirllvehhﬂod. R

“We demand the ]apanese,
government to stop the plan
to dump Fukushima nuclear
wastewaters into the Pacific
L to save the fishermen’s

livelihood, to ensure the safe-
_ adual discharge ~ ty of foods for the public and
- Tritium’s impact on tn'e ma-

- rine environment depends on its

to uphold sustainability of the
Pacific Ocean for the whole
world,” Bryan Valenzuela of
N‘agsama -Lamon Bay Fisherfolk

deration said in a recent Pan-
-dwalfommm(luezon City. -

risk to marine organisms like Pangis :

fish or shellfish, Bacosa said.
But with a gradual discharge,
he said, the worst-case scenario
.isthatmanneorganmnsandsea-
food could be exposed to tritium,
though still at a “safe level.”
Fisherfplk groups, however

._l:lon to the Wastewater dispusal.
citing potential adverse impact |

- ma radioactive mm

ing different types of pollutmflo
like plastics or microplastics
and nuclear weapon testing.

“This untenable situation
will only be worsened by the
plan to dispose of the Fukush:o

a

ter into the ocean,” she
sani

.E[
J.AAA

|
"

'fﬁwmop

ak by! mhmn]stl“_

Ehiliwiqe& Derek Cabe of
lem Free Bataan Move-
-mem: uted concerns raised by

LemsaLiuLy A WSULUALLE L3JUTD ULL

the planned disposal, such as

“deficiencies in ecosystem im-
pact analysis” and “lack of ad-
equate and accurate scientific
data tm m safergr of ﬁle re-

On }u!y T the proposed plan

LUE Livwo<U Wdlel LO LIe sea, as
currently planned and assessed
by Tepco, would have a negligi-
ble radiological i

- no Grossi said.
_ The report comes after a],

impact on peo-
ple and the environment,” IAEA
Director General Rafael ‘Maria-

most two years of comprehen-
sive assessment of the IAEA
task force composed of top
specialists from the agency,
who were advised by interna-
tionally recognized nuclear
safety experts from 11 coun-
Elzies.

Lwr J.cu:q.at: LT CURUSLIIIIA Wkt
cleared its last regulatory hur-
dlein Japan as the Internationz|

Atomic Energy Agency (TAEA)
concluded the safety rev:ew of

Japansplan.

“The IAEA notes the con-
trolled,. gradua.l dlscharges of

- 'While it recognized that the
discharge had raised societal,
political and _environmental

concerns, TARA said its assess-
ment canclmie& ‘that Japan's
approach was “consistent with

‘relevant international safety

standards.” ma
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Dumping of Japan nuke
plant waste protested
MULTISECTORAL groups pro-  body of water on the planet,
tested the plan of the Japanese  containing the greatest biomass
government to dump nuclear  of organisms, including70
wastewater from the Fukushima  percent of the world’s fisheries.
Daiichi nuclear plantintothe  And since the Philippines is one
Pacific Ocean. of the countries that is closest to
Hemlnmofthellnmdl’ili- Japan, we may be the ones who
pino Consumers and Commuters  will feel the impact,” he added.
(UFCC), Makabansa, Water for All - Tionco cited studies show-
Refund Movement (Warm Pili- ing that nuclear wastewater
pinas), and youth activists also  and debris released during the
called on the Philippinegmm— initial Fukushima accident were
ment to object to the dumping  quickly detected nearly SM
of treated nuclear wastewater  miles away. ¥ 3
used to cool damaged reactors A ugsfundimiudeﬂig
at Fukusk 1Hﬂur])!élﬂmllllrasitlmrim;l"’ by
On July 5, the all i may once a 4!
Mitﬂ&eﬂ in front of ﬂnm A across the oceaggm 1
quarters of the Philippine Coast  they could be carried by ocean
currents. i

‘Guard (P(G) alldtta Ihpart—

threaten the largest un

nnotedalactofa s

-.»-."-" Biad S

annco .IDSE G nAno&A
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By ELLALYNV.RUIZ -

Mayon Volcano’s ongoing actlv—
ity still shows no signs of slowing
down after a month of increased
unrest.

From 5 a.m. on Saturday to 5
a.m. yesterday, the Philippine In-
stitute of Volcanology and Seismol-
~ogy (Phivolcs) recorded three lava
dome collapse-triggered pyroclas-
tic density currents (PDC) lasting
1.5 to two minutes one lava front
~ collapse-trigg red PDC producinga
-500-meter-high light brown plume,
303 rockfall occurrences, and 26
-volcanic quakes.

Mayon Volcano’s lava flows and

~ collapse debris have been continuing
MN down the Mi-isi and Bong
gullies on the southem aml soutl
eastern flanks, re
Rockfall and PDC oecurrenees.

" close to the volcano because ash

‘hazards to aircraft.

No signs of slowing
down for Mayon

a “moderate” amount of sulfur
dioxide, producing a one-km high

steam-laden plume that drifted

southwest and west-southwest.
‘Phivolcs has upgraded Mayon

Volcano's status twice in the past

month, first to Level 2 on June 5

~and then to Level 3 on June 8 due

to “intensified magmanc unrest.”
Mayon Volcano is still in a rela-
tively high level of unrest as of

yesterday and that a potentially
hazardous eruption within weeks or

even days is still possible.

Phivolcs advised communities
near the restive volcano to maintain
increased vigilance against PDCs,

lahars, and sediment- ladenstream'

flows on channels draining the vol-

.' ‘cano edifice, as heavy rainfall could
~ cause channel-confined lahars and

sediment-laden stream flows.

It has strongly advised that entry

into the six-kilometer Permanent

Danger Zone be strictly prohibited.
Pilots were asked to avoid flying

from a sudden eruption may pose

Phivolcs said communities on

the southern side of Mayon Volcano,
may most likely experience ash fall

events. based on the current wind
pattern.
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COTABATO TOWN PREPARES

KIDAPAWAN CITY—The mu-
‘nicipal government of Antipas
in Cotabato province has start-
«ed getting ready to mitigate the
‘El Nifo weather phenomenon

by planting drought-resistant ,

crops and identifying prime

‘water sources that could be .
tapped in their areas during a- food and water in their areas in

prolonged dry spell.
' Antipas Mayor Cristobal
Cadungon said the town's 29
villages had submitted their
‘contingency plans to cushion
the effect of El Nifio, follow-
the state weather bureau’s
warning that the phenomenon

enough food on the table.

The mayor also ordered
all barangay chairs to identify
water sources, including those
owned by private individuals,

in their area to ensure that suf-

ficient supply of potable drink-
ing water would still be avail-

able if the. projected dry.spell .

would lengthen. :
~ “We have plenty of ‘springs
in our villages. We will pro-
tect it to cushion the effect of
‘the dry spell, especially as wa-
ter would be very vital during
these times,” Cadungon said.
He said the local govern-

TO ESTABLISH COMMUNITY FARMS

‘marked by the abnormal warm-

ing in the Pacific Ocean would
‘officially develop in July and
would probably persist until
the first quarter of 2024.

“The mayor said town offi-
cials were particularly concerned
about where to source the staple

case the long dry spell would af-
fect harvest and result in short-
age of food supply.

He said village officials im-
mediately heeded the local gov-

_ernment’s proposal to establish
" a common area in their respec-
tive villages to plant crops that

" ment would conduct a dialogue

with individuals or entities with -

privately owned water sources

in the community and formally

‘come up with a memorandum
of agreement that would allow
the local government to tap
into their water sources when

existing water supply would be-
exhausted. s e
Cadungon  also warned

of possible sanctions against

those reluctant to share their-

privately owned water sources.
" “Even if [these wells or
springs are] private, the govern-
ment has the right to use these

FORELNAO Y PLANTHG ROUGHTTOLERANTGRPS

are resilient to drought and in-
tense temperature.

So far, the municipal agri-
culture office has been distrib-
uting camote (sweet potato) and
cassava (“kamoteng kahoy")
seedlings to be planted in the
common area of the barangays
o ensure that when other crops
fail, people will still haye food
to eat. ALY

Share;vater_;orelse... 1
_ He also urged people t§

make use of all the vacant

lots they had to resilient

‘crops to ensure there would be

when it concerns the welfare
of the community,” Cadungon

“said. !

He said that far-flung vil-
lages usually depend on spring
water for drinking while those
in the upland villages depend
on submersible water pumps o
drawwater.

Cadungon, however, as-
sured residents there would
be enough water for all, adding
the municipality had allocat-
ed P2 million for the purchase
of a water tanker for water
rationing in upland villages.
—WILLIAMOR MAGBANUA TNQ





