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DENR turns over sanitary landfill to Marawi City 
government 
Published July 9, 2022, 1:07 PM 

by Aaron Recuenco  

A newly-built sanitary landfill facility was turned over to the  City Government of Marawi, its 

construction was part of the rehabilitation of the area which was heavily-devastated by six-

month armed conflict in 2017. 

In a statement, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said the 

turnover includes the the operations, maintenance, and management of 31.7-hectare facility in 

Barangay Malimono, Marawi City and in Barangay  Kasanayan, Kapai town, in Lanao del Sur. 

“This is a landmark accomplishment that will finally put an end to Marawi City’s long-time 

garbage problem,” said former DENR Officer-In-Charge Joselin Marcus Fragada following the 

turnover ceremony and unveiling of markers. 

He said the facility is also the DENR’s contribution to the Comprehensive Marawi Recovery, 

Reconstruction, and Rehabilitation Program. 

The construction of the facility started after the signing of a deed of donation and turned over a 

manual guidebook for the proper operation of the sanitary landfill.  Under the deed of donation, 

the DENR will prepare and implement a five-year solid waste management project for Marawi 

City. 

It will also procure several units of heavy equipment, machineries, and tools for information and 

communications technology development. 

The DENR will likewise be responsible for the cost of the fuel, service and maintenance of the 

vehicles, trucks, and heavy equipment, and their regular maintenance until the end of the 

project on December 31, 2022. 

After the period, the vehicles and equipment will then become the property of the Marawi City 

local government, and the expenses relative to the operation of the SLF will be at their cost. 

The properties, however, will only be used for the purpose of the donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/09/denr-turns-over-sanitary-landfill-to-marawi-city-

government/  
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DENR turns over new landfill to Marawi City 
byMaricel Cruz  July 10, 2022, 12:00 am 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has turned over the 

operations, maintenance, and management of a newly built sanitary landfill facility (SLF) to the 

government of Marawi City in Lanao del Sur province. 

Former DENR officer-in-charge Secretary Joselin Marcus Fragada said the completion of the 

SLF served as a “landmark accomplishment that will finally put an end to Marawi City’s long-

time garbage problem.” 

“The turnover of the 31.7-hectare SLF in Marawi City starts the ball rolling for the proper 

implementation of solid waste management in the historic Islamic City. We hope that the 

residents of Lanao del Sur province will make good use of it for the benefit of their health and 

environment,” Fragada said in a statement. 

The turnover ceremony and unveiling of the marker in Brgy. Malimono, Marawi City and Brgy. 

Kasanayan, Kapai town, in Lanao del Sur province was held June 28. 

Fragada said the facility is also the DENR’s contribution to the Comprehensive Marawi 

Recovery, Reconstruction, and Rehabilitation Program. 

During the event, DENR officials led by Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs Michelle Angelica 

Go, who serves as the head of the DENR Sub-Committee on Land Resource Management of 

Task Force Bangon Marawi, signed a deed of donation and turned over a manual guidebook 

for the proper operation of the SLF. 

Under the deed of donation, the DENR will prepare and implement a five-year solid waste 

management project for Marawi City. 

It will also procure several units of heavy equipment, machineries, and tools for information and 

communications technology development. 

The DENR will likewise be responsible for the cost of the fuel, service and maintenance of the 

vehicles, trucks, and heavy equipment, and their regular maintenance until the end of the 

project on December 31, 2022. 

After the said period, the vehicles and equipment will then become the property of the Marawi 

City local government, and the expenses relative to the operation of the SLF will be at their 

cost. 

The properties, however, will only be used for the purpose of the donation. 

Go pointed out that the construction of SLF in Marawi City is a “result of collaboration and 

shared action among the officials of the DENR, Marawi local government, Lanao del Sur 

provincial government, and the Task Force Bangon Marawi.” 

“When you do not have a sanitary landfill, where do you put the garbage? If you dump it 

elsewhere, it affects the environment. This emphasizes the imperative need for shared action 

among government, non-government organizations, stakeholders, and communities,” Go said. 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/news/314242632/denr-turns-over-new-landfill-to-marawi-

city.html  
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DENR adopts online payment facility 

 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (File Photo) 

I A N  O C A M P O  F L O R A   

July 09, 2022 

THE public may now use an online channel to pay for services offered by the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) here through the Link.Biz Portal of the Landbank 

of the Philippines (LBP). 

 

The Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the DENR here and the LBP supports the 

provisions of Executive Order No. 170, which calls for the adoption of digital payments for 

government disbursement and collections. 

 

Aside from providing an efficient, convenient and digital payment channel, the utilization of the 

Link.Biz portal aims to enable a fast and transparent mode of delivering government services 

and reduce the risks of graft and corruption. 

 

The Link.Biz Portal covers services under the Licenses, Patents and Deeds Division, 

Conservation and Development Division, Surveys and Mapping Division, and Legal Division, 

which includes fees on the application of Certificate of Wildlife Registration, Gratuitous Permit, 

Area Status and Verification, NIPAS Certification, Certificate of Lot Status, Technical 

Description Fee, among others. 

 

The public may pay for these services online using their Landbank ATM and Debit Account, 

participating BancNet member-bank, cash payment options via partner collection outlets, and 

other banks via PCHC Paygate. 

 

For more information, visit www.landbank.com or call LANDBANK Customer Care at (02) 8-

405-7000 or 1-800-10-405-7000 (PLDT Domestic Toll Free). 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1934340/pampanga/local-news/denr-adopts-online-

payment-facility  
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fugao cops given Gawad Kalikasan Award 
Published July 2, 2022, 8:19 PM 

by Comanda Rizaldy C. 

BAGUIO CITY — The Ifugao Police Provincial Office headed its provincial director in Col. 
James Mangili received the Gawad Kalikasan Award from the Department of Environmental 
and Natural Resources–Cordillera Administrative Region during its 35th Anniversary on 
June 30 at the DENR–CAR Regional Training Center, DENR Compound, Pacdal, Baguio 
City. 

 
Photo via Zaldy Comanda 

The award is given by the DENR CAR to its partners who work with the agency for the 
environmental protection, ecological stability and economic upliftment to attain sustainable 
development. 
 
It also expresses the appreciation of the invaluable activities towards establishing tree 
plantations, sustaining environmental awareness in information and education campaigns, 
leadership and quick response in the implementation of laws contributing to environmental 
awareness and protection. 
 
The award serves as an honor for the recipient and a motivation to continuously protect 
and preserve our environment and our communities for the future generation. 
 
Truly, without environmental protection and preservation, the safe place to live and work 
will not be attained. As the maxim says, protect mother earth and it will protect you too.  
 
This gigantic task of protecting mother earth also reinforces the advocacy of the Philippine 
National Police Core Values under ‘Makakalikasan’ that supports the government action in 
preserving nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/02/ifugao-cops-given-gawad-kalikasan-award/  
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Marcos urged to halt, review controversial infra 
projects 
Anjo Bagaoisan, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jul 09 2022 08:18 PM 

 
Aerial shot of the Kaliwa River in Barangay Daraitan, Tanay, Rizal. Kathleen Lei Limayo/file 

A Philippine environmental advocate on Saturday urged President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to 
issue a moratorium on several controversial infrastructure projects that are said to have 
affected or will affect local environments and residents. 

Leon Dulce, national coordinator of the Kalikasan People's Network for the Environment, said 
during a media forum that a review of the contracts and agreements behind them must be done 
to see if they would protect and benefit Filipinos. 

"Ang panawagan namin ay kailangan magkaroon ng omnibus na moratorium sa mga identified 
talaga na proyektong mapanira at madaya. Magkaroon ng moratorium until such time mareview 
ang contracts, agreements," Dulce said.  

"Hangga’t hindi magawang ang tama ang independent review talagang malulugi lang tayo if 
mag-proceed ang mga proyektong ito."  

Among the projects Dulce cited were the Kaliwa Dam Project in Quezon province, the San 
Miguel Aerocity in Bulacan, the Pasig River Expressway Project, and the Manila Bay 
rehabilitation project. 

ommunity and environmental groups have in the past criticized these projects for their alleged 
negative impact on biodiversity and the livelihood of indigenous people. 

In the case of the Kaliwa Dam, which is being built as a water source for the capital region, 
Dulce said there are other proposals of sustainable water projects that would not destroy 
nature, such as desiltation and creating a rainwater impoundment network to catch water. 

"Itigil muna ang mga ito to prevent further harm on people and planet. At ‘di naman tayo 
malulugi kasi nandiyan lang ‘yong likas yaman, nandiyan lang ang landscape, seascape na 
makikinabang para sa mamamayan, pero kailangan tiyakin natin we are renegotiating for the 
future of people and planet, ‘di lang renegotiating kung ano ang ilalaki ng kita natin sa 
immediate," he added.  

Dulce said big infrastructure would be “aggressively” pursued under Marcos, seeing Marcos’s 
appointment of officials from businesses behind some of the projects and the president’s own 
vow to carry on the Duterte administration’s “Build, Build, Build” program. 

However, he said these economic activities must be reframed and rethought to ensure it would 
benefit future generations as well. 
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However, he said these economic activities must be reframed and rethought to ensure it would 
benefit future generations as well. 

For instance, Marcos vetoing of an economic zone around the Bulacan Aerocity must be 
monitored in the coming months, Dulce said. 

“Any new proposals patungkol doon sa Aerocity, hindi ina-address ang matagal nang naging 
injustices diyan. Hindi ina-address ang daan-daang pamilyang pinalayas, thousands of 
mangroves na pinutol diyan, hindi makapagpropose ng sufficient offset mechanism sa 
mawawalang mangroves. So maraming baggage ang Aerocity na tingin ko the veto will not 
easily address,” he said.  

"Mas marami pa tayong ikasisira kapag trinato ang mining as economic recovery kaysa i-
regulate ito para mapalakas ang recovery sa agrikultura at iba pang aspects ng ekonomiya,” 
he said. 

He also hit the continuing vacancy in Marcos’s environment secretary portfolio amid the climate 
crisis. 

"Crucial ang appointment ng DENR secretary. It comes at a time when governments of the 
world are being challenged by the global scientific community na kailangan na talaga ng deep 
and drastic climate action within this year, especially strategically over the next 3 years,” he 
said.  

“‘Yan na lang ‘yong window of change, opportunity to change doon sa ilang global environment 
and climate commitments ng bansa, kasama ang Pilipinas, na kapag’ di ‘yan na-aaddress 
decisively, point of no return na ang planetary crisis na hinaharap natin.”  

Kalikasan also criticized Marcos’ plan to revisit the revival and rehabilitation of the Bataan 
Nuclear Power Plant. 

Dulce called the move as more on “image building” because of the plant being built by the 
president’s father, Ferdinand Sr.  

Instead of pursuing nuclear energy, the group said the Philippines must invest more in 
renewable energy sources, which has a less cost in health and environmental impact.  

They also called on Marcos to scrap the maintenance of the controversial Manila Bay Dolomite 
Beach due to its need for further quarrying. 

The better alternative, Dulce said, is restoring the ecosystem in Manila Bay or reinforcing 
coastal stability through means other than crushed dolomite. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/09/22/marcos-urged-to-halt-review-controversial-

infra-

projects?fbclid=IwAR0xi9EJFjBMK2V0pfv5EGN6jsu0p2KFGFKNyD3owTXWyUSj821uPJc

-RPo  
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EDITORYAL - Tutukan din ang air pollution 
Pang-masa July 10, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
HINDI lamang ang problema sa plastic pollution ang dapat tuunan ng pansin ng Marcos 

administration kundi pati na rin ang lumalalang air pollution. Kapag walang ginawang aksiyon 

sa air pollution, marami ang magkakasakit at ang pamahalaan din ang mahihirapan sapagkat 

dadagsa sa ospital ang mga biktima. 

Malala ang air pollution sa Metro Manila na nabawasan na noong 2020 habang nananalasa 

ang pandemya. Bahagyang bumaba ang lebel ng air pollution dahil napilay ang transportasyon 

sa pananalasa ng pan-demya. Walang biyahe ang mga jeepney, bus at maski taxi na 

nagbubuga ng may lasong usok. Tigil din ang mga pabrika. 

Subalit ngayon nagbalikan na sa kalye ang lahat ng sasakyan at balik operasyon ang mga 

pabrika, balik din ang air pollution. Araw-araw nang nakalalanghap ng may lasong usok ang 

milyong residente sa Metro Manila. 

Sa pag-aaral ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), ang mga 

sasakyan ang numero unong nagdudulot ng air pollution sa Metro Manila. Umano’y 70-80 

percent ng emissions ay galing sa mga tambutso ng sasakyan. Ang maruming usok na ito ang 

nalalanghap ng commuters. 

Ayon sa Department of Health (DOH), ang mga sakit na nakukuha dahil sa pagkalanghap ng 

hangin na may lason ay allergies, acute respiratory infections, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

diseases, cancer at cardiovascular diseases. Ayon sa report, 120,000 Pilipino bawat taon ang 

namamatay dahil sa pagkalanghap ng hangin na may lason. Ayon pa sa report, pang-tatlo ang 

Pilipinas sa mga bansa sa Asia na maraming namamatay sa air pollution. Nangunguna ang 

China sunod ang Mongolia. 

Wala pang itinatalaga si Marcos na DENR secretary. Malaking hamon para sa bagong 

secretary ang problema sa air pollution na nakaligtaan ng nakaraang pamunuan. 

Isa sa mga paraan para masolusyunan ang air pollution ay ang pagbabawal sa mga luma at 

karag-karag na sasakyan sa kalye. Ang mga lumang sasakyan ay malakas kumunsumo ng 

gasolina at nagpo-produce nang nakasusulasok na usok. Ipagpatuloy din ang smoke belching 

campaign para masiguro na ang mga sasakyang yumayaot ay hindi nagbubuga ng may lasong 

usok. Ipatupad ang Clean Air Act of 1999. 

Iligtas ang Metro Manila sa air pollution. Kaawaan ang mga susunod pang henerasyon. Iligtas 

sila sa nakamamatay na usok. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/punto-mo/2022/07/10/2194372/editoryal-tutukan-

din-ang-air-pollution  

✓ 
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Saving the world from plastics 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA JULY 10, 2022 

 
BAN Toxics photo 

BAN Toxics campaigners show their alternative reusable bags during an event highlighting the International Plastic 
Bag Free Day at the Frisco Market in Quezon City on July 3. 

 
In celebration of the International Plastic Bag Free Day on July 3, the group BAN Toxics (BT) 

organized an event at Frisco Market in Quezon City to raise public awareness on the plastic 

crisis in the Philippines. 

The event, which aims to promote the use of environment-friendly bags instead of single-use 

plastic bags or sando bags, saw volunteer mothers and “BT Patrollers” showcasing different 

reusable and eco-friendly bags made of natural materials, such as bamboo, rattan, pandan, 

coconut and palm leaves, and recycled ones like textiles and katsa, to encourage the public to 

switch to reusable alternatives.  

 
BAN Toxics photo 

A woman uses an alternative reusable bag at the Frisco Market in Quezon City on July 3. 
Global concern 

Global plastic production surged from 2 million tons in the 1950s to more than 438 million tons 

in 2017, a trend that is expected to continue, according to BAN Toxics, 
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https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/10/saving-the-world-from-plastics/


July 10, 2022 

Date 

 2 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Around 400 million tons of plastic waste produced per year has encouraged the creation of a 

new plastics treaty during the recent United Nations Environment Assembly to address the 

world’s problem with plastic overproduction and overconsumption, the group noted. 

In the Philippines, plastic pollution is one of the biggest waste problems. 

According to BAN Toxics in 2015, the country produced 2.7 million tons of plastic waste 

annually, ranking the country as the third-largest plastic waste producer in the world. 

Tip of the iceberg 

The use of single-use plastic bags, or sando bags, is just the tip of the iceberg. Thony Dizon, 

Toxics Campaigner at BAN Toxics said the focus of the campaign is on single-use plastic bags 

that are commonly used in public markets. 

“Environment-friendly reusable bags are available.  Our campaign aims to convince the public 

to shift to bayong, basket, or recycled old clothing when they buy in the market to address 

plastic pollution,” Dizon told the BusinessMirror in a telephone interview on July 3. 

However, he admitted that the practice of buying and selling in retail, or “tingi,” has proven to 

be equally problematic, especially in urban and rural communities, a reflection of the country’s 

“tingi” economy, which even manufacturers have sadly taken advantage of. 

The solution  in past practices 

When asked on the issue, Greenpeace Philippines Zero Waste Campaigner Marian Ledesma 

said besides giving rise to plastic pollution, the use of plastic bags, bottles and sachets have 

edged out sustainable practices that were used before. 

“Now, we don’t often see things like bayong in use, consumers refilling reused jars and people 

drinking from glass soda bottles. With the worsening plastic crisis, we can find solutions in past 

practices anchored on reuse, less waste and minimal use of resources,” Ledesma told the 

BusinessMirror via e-mail on July 5. 

According to Ledesma, Filipinos can live a life free from plastic if reuse models like refill and 

reusable materials were adopted by companies, and if public policies that regulate plastics are 

available and encourage sustainable alternatives. 

Damaging to marine ecosystems 

The worst thing about plastics, Ledesma said, is that it damages marine ecosystems and 

disrupts natural processes needed for the growth and development of plants and animals. 

“Plastic pollution has harmed over 800 marine and coastal species due to entanglement, 

ingestion and habitat change,” she said. 

“But even before waste reaches the ocean, plastics have already impacted marine 

environments. Every phase of plastics lifecycle has carbon emissions that contributes to climate 

change, threatens our oceans and creates toxic pollution which damages ecosystems and 

contaminates waterways,” she lamented. 

Extremely urgent matter 

Oceana Philippines Vice President Gloria Estenzo-Ramos, for her part, said plastic has 

become part of the system since its inception in the 1950s. The action to address its detrimental 

effects on the ocean, wildlife, people’s health and natural world has become  extremely urgent. 

“Artisanal fisherfolk are saying that they are catching more plastics than fish in their nets and 

take time to remove them,” Estenzo-Ramos, an environmental lawyer said via e-mail on July 

6. 

“Likewise, not many are aware of the largely hidden cost of the plastic crisis: plastic’s 
contribution to global greenhouse-gas emissions and climate change,” she added. 
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“Likewise, not many are aware of the largely hidden cost of the plastic crisis: plastic’s 

contribution to global greenhouse-gas emissions and climate change,” she added. 

Being among the countries recognized as “most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change,” 

this is an issue that demands high prioritization, she pointed out. 

World drowning in plastics 

“The plastic crisis is real with the global plastic production now at 400 million tons per year with 

its impacts highly underestimated. The world is drowning in plastics and not many people 

realize it,” she said. 

On a positive note, she said President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., in his inaugural address, put the 

spotlight on agriculture, which includes fisheries, livelihood and climate change, and committed 

to addressing the worsening plastic issue, all of which are interconnected. 

“We do not need to craft more laws to address these compelling issues. We just need the much-

needed political will to fully implement them,” she said. 

Political will is needed 

According to Estenzo-Ramos, the Philippines has a very progressive law in Republic Act 9003, 

or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, which was crafted more than two 

decades ago to deal with the plastic pollution problem.   

Ironically, she said the National Solid Waste Management Commission sat on its unequivocal 

mandate to  release annually  the list of nonenvironmentally acceptable products and 

packaging, including single-use plastics, that could have stopped plastics pollution at source—

from the manufacture, production and distribution. 

“It is our fervent hope that the Philippines under the Marcos administration will do what his 

predecessors utterly failed to do—to step up in the determined and genuine implementation of 

RA 9003 with the utmost sense of urgency. We already have a law and all we need to do is 

implement it properly, without fear or favor.  Political will is needed now,” she said. 

Go back to natural materials 

Asean Centre for Biodiversity Executive Director Theresa Mundita S. Lim said that as a country 

known to be rich in biological diversity, the Philippines is rich in raw materials that can serve as 

essential components for natural and compostable shopping bags. 

Lim told the BusinessMirror on July 6 via Messenger that the Philippines has around 40 

confirmed species of calamus, or myrtle grass, with 10 species known as being used in crafts, 

and around 100 species of pandan with five species, which can be used as materials for bags. 

“The native bags and bayong can be environment-friendly alternatives to single-use plastics, 

which have already been proven damaging to our coastal and marine ecosystems and, 

subsequently, to our health,” Lim explained. 

“Moreover, in my experience supporting community-based and biodiversity-based livelihoods, 

the production of these alternatives to single-use plastics have also provided income to 

communities that can protect the wild resources and harness the raw materials effectively,” she 

added. 

Lim cited the materials pataga and sarakat in Baggao, Cagayan, the bakong in Sta. Teresita 

and the banig in Basey, Samar. 

Far-reaching impact 

 



July 10, 2022 

Date 

 4 of 4 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Far-reaching impact 

Lim noted that President Marcos’s vowing to clean up plastic pollution is laudable and “rightly 

so,” noting that the impact of single-use plastics is more far-reaching than we have imagined. 

“For us who study wildlife and biodiversity, its visible impacts had already manifested years 

ago, on iconic marine species, such as whales, sea turtles and sea birds, which died with 

plastics and other undigestible garbage in their stomachs,” she lamented. 

Lim said plastics have cumulative effects, such that some so-called biodegradable plastics 

break down to microplastics that can be ingested by smaller fishes and accumulate in bigger 

fish that feeds on them, eventually ending up in the seafood on our table, affecting the public’s 

nutrition and health. 

“Plastics contribute to marine pollution that not only affects health and food safety, but other 

important industries that rely on the aesthetics of our island ecosystems, such as beach 

tourism, swimming and diving,” she said. 

“Plastics also clog our waterways which cause massive flooding during heavy rains. So all 

things considered, at the end of the day, when it comes to marketing, it might be worth it to 

consider the traditional practices of our lola [of using native bags and reusable materials],” Lim 

said.  

Image credits: BAN Toxics photo 
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ONLINE TRANSACTIONS AT SINGLE-USE PLASTICS, 

PINAG-AARALAN NANG SINGILAN NG BUWIS—DOF 

by Rashid Locsin July 9, 2022  

 

Planong singilan ng buwis ang mga online transactions at ang single-use plastics. 

Ito ang inihayag ni Department of Finance (DOF) secretary Benjamin Diokno kung saan 

kabilang ang Pilipinas sa 200 bansa na nakiisa sa kasunduan sa Paris na bawasan ang 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Sinabi pa ni Diokno na malaking tulong ito sa kalikasan at mababawasan din ang pag-init ng 

temperatura sa mundo. 

Gayunman, nakasaad sa United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 2018 report na 

kabilang ang Pilipinas sa top plastic polluters sa mundo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/online-transactions-at-single-use-plastics-

pinag-aaralan-nang-singilan-ng-buwis-dof/  
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PHL, Indonesia marine parks receive marine 
biodiversity award 
BYBUSINESSMIRROR JULY 10, 2022 

 
The Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area in West Papua, Indonesia, is among the richest coral 

reefs on the planet. 

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna—Two marine parks from the Asean—the Philippines’ Apo Reef Natural 

Park and Indonesia’s Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area—received the Blue Park 

platinum and gold-level awards, respectively, from the Marine Conservation Institute at the 

2022 United Nations Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Asean Centre for Biodiversity Executive Director Theresa Mundita Lim congratulated the parks 

for meeting the highest science-based standards for marine conservation, ACB said in a news 

release. 

“We commend the Apo Reef Natural Park and the Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation 

Area for their designation as thriving emblems of the Asean region’s spectacular marine 

biodiversity,” Lim said in a statement. 

The expanse of reefs and waters in both areas are interconnected by the changes of the tides 

and flows of currents, guiding highways for many migratory species, such as whales and 

whalesharks and pathways of the shared stocks like the small pelagics like sardines and round 

scads.  

 
The Apo Reef Natural Park off the coast of Occidental Mindoro province in the Philippines is the second 

largest contiguous coral reef in the world, containing high coral diversity and providing habitat to around 

500 types of marine species. 

The Apo Reef Natural Park consists of several islands located 33 kilometers off the coast of 

Occidental Mindoro province in the Philippines. 
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The biggest island in the park, Apo Reef, is the second largest contiguous coral reef in the 

world, containing high coral diversity and providing habitat to around 500 types of marine 

species, including shoals of fishes like jacks and trevallies. 

Shark varieties—reef, white tip, black tip, hammerhead and grey— are also known to be 

abundant in its waters. 

“This Blue Park Award is a testament to more than two decades of hard work of different sectors 

for the conservation and protection of Apo Reef Natural Park,” said Philippine Ambassador to 

Portugal Celia Anna M. Feria in a statement delivered during the awarding ceremony, where 

she was joined by Apo Reef Natural Park Superintendent Krystal Villanada. 

  Meanwhile, Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area in West Papua, Indonesia, is 

known to be one of the richest coral reefs on the planet, encompassing more than 40,000 

square kilometres of seas and about 1,500 islands. 

The area is a primary source of nutrients for a diversity of life forms, being a “gateway” between 

the Indian and the Pacific Oceans. 

In recent studies, Raja Ampat has been confirmed to be a key sanctuary for species like manta 

rays (Mobula alfredi). 

Syafri, S.Pi, head of the Raja Ampat Marine Protected Area Management Authority, shared 

their pride in being part of the global network, adding that in Raja Ampat, they “want to continue 

to strengthen management to promote ocean health and ensure food and natural resource 

sustainability for our children and generations to come.” 

“The conferment of these marine protected areas is an inspiring proof of the vital importance of 

these precious habitats to the region. It is only fitting that the favor is returned with concrete 

and concerted actions among countries and partners to ensure a bluer future not just for 

oceans, but for us all,” Lim said. 

While only nine Asean member-states have coastal areas, all 10 have vital river systems and 

waterways that drain into the sea with around 650 million people dependent on healthy coastal 

and marine ecosystems for food, livelihood, and culture. 

However, despite this commonality, these ecosystems continue to face challenges and threats. 

 Lim added that the common contexts of challenges in conservation and the shared 

responsibility of ensuring sustainability propel regional platforms, such as the ACB. 

The rest of the Asean can learn from the experience of the awardees, and the ACB stands 

ready to upscale these learnings across the region. 

The Blue Park Award recognizes outstanding efforts in marine biodiversity conservation. Since 

its launch in 2017, the annual award has been given by the Marine Conservation Institute, an 

international council of marine conservation experts,  to recognize governments, civil society 

organizations, protected areas, and local communities for their efforts in effectively protecting 

marine ecosystems now and for the future. 

The 2022 awardees, Apo Reef Natural Park and the Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation 

Area, together with Old Providence McBean Lagoon National in Colombia, join a growing 

network of 24 recognized waters in 20 countries. 
Image credits: I Made Adi Dharmawan/Wikimedia Commons, Alexis Duran /ACB 
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Green recovery to bring in investments into 
Southeast Asia 
Louella Desiderio - The Philippine Star July 10, 2022 | 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Pursuing a green recovery from the pandemic in Southeast Asian 

countries can generate $172 billion worth of investment opportunities annually and create over 

30 million jobs in the region by 2030, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) said. 

In a new report titled “Implementing a Green Recovery in Southeast Asia,” which has the 

Philippines, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar and Thailand as its focus countries, the 

multilateral institution said a green recovery approach from the pandemic is crucial for the 

region to achieve an economically and environmentally resilient future. 

“While several countries in the region have begun to support a green recovery, more needs to 

be done,” ADB director general for Southeast Asia Ramesh Subramaniam said during a 

webinar organized by ADB and ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute for the report yesterday. 

“We must encourage additional green stimulus, design carbon pricing schemes, reduce 

dependence on fossil-fuel intensive power, and attract private sector investors to large-scale 

renewable energy, sustainable transport, and clean urban projects,” he said. 

To help governments in Southeast Asia pursue a green recovery, ADB’s report identified five 

areas offering opportunities such as productive and regenerative agriculture; sustainable urban 

development and transport models; clean energy transition including the development of 

renewable energy projects and enhancing the efficiency of energy use across various sectors; 

circular economy models; and healthy and productive oceans. 

“If leveraged fully, the five green growth opportunities would require approximately $172 billion 

in capital investment and can create 30 million jobs in Southeast Asia by 2030,” ADB said. 

“These growth opportunities also align with almost 60 percent of the United Nations’ 

Sustainable Development Goal targets,” the multilateral institution said. 

In the area of productive and regenerative agriculture which will involve transforming 

agricultural landscapes and farming practices to improve yields while enhancing surrounding 

natural ecosystems, ADB said specific opportunities include the use of emerging technologies 

such as big data analytics and the internet of things to support precision agriculture 

applications; farming practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions such as rotational 

grazing; rotating crops and reducing tillage to replenish soil nutrition; as well as micro-irrigation 

to reduce water usage and run-off. 

ADB said there are major risks in not taking advantage of the opportunities in this space given 

the agriculture sector’s contribution to the five focus countries’ economy and employment. 

In particular, the sector accounts for 10 percent of the gross domestic product of the Philippines, 

eight percent of Thailand’s, 13 percent of Indonesia’s, 21 percent of Cambodia’s, and 23 

percent of Myanmar’s. 

In terms of employment, the sector’s share is at 23 percent for the Philippines, 28 percent for 

Indonesia, 31 percent for Thailand and Cambodia, and 49 percent for Myanmar. 

“Not harnessing greater productivity efficiencies in this sector could thereby result in significant 

economic opportunity costs,” ADB said. 

In terms of sustainable urban development and transport models, ADB cited opportunities 

including better-planned urban developments; developing sustainable public transport 

systems and last-mile connectivity like multimodal public transport systems, corridors 

for active mobility like walking and cycling paths; electric vehicle adoption; and 

promoting ride sharing. 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1473425/louella-desiderio
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systems and last-mile connectivity like multimodal public transport systems, corridors 

for active mobility like walking and cycling paths; electric vehicle adoption; and 

promoting ride sharing. 

As for clean energy transitions, ADB said Southeast Asian countries can look at 

facilitating the phase-out and early retirement of coal-red power plants, scaling up 

renewables and storage, developing interconnected grids, and saving energy through 

demand-side energy efficiency measures. 

In terms of a circular economy or a model of production and consumption where raw 

materials and components are used for as long as possible, opportunities include 

investments and policies that support the processing of waste into usable and valuable 

end products across various sectors. 

ADB said the Philippines currently has industry specific initiatives in this space, 

particularly in food processing and construction, but the country lacks an integrated 

circular economy plan. 

To have healthy and productive oceans, ADB said Southeast Asian countries will need 

to have sustainable management of wild fisheries by ensuring biologically viable fishing 

levels and improving and scaling sustainable mariculture and aquaculture to replenish 

overexploited stocks. 

ADB also identified other policy options in the report which include stepping up research 

on green technologies, encouraging women entrepreneurs to participate in green 

business opportunities, and managing biodiversity better through open and integrated 

data systems. 

To implement a green recovery, ADB said Southeast Asian governments will need to 

identify sustainable sources of financing for climate-friendly infrastructure investments 

and to take advantage of green growth opportunities. 

It said financing approaches should include mobilizing domestic resources through 

environmental and carbon taxes, reducing subsidies for fossil fuels, mobilizing private 

investors by addressing risks related to green investments, and leveraging public and 

private finance through green funds such as the Association of Southeast Asian 

Catalytic Green Finance Facility. 

It also cited the need to have stronger collaboration among neighboring economies and 

to establish partnerships with various stakeholders for the benefits to be felt throughout 

the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/07/10/2194244/green-recovery-bring-

investments-southeast-asia  
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Protecting nature: key to breaking the zoonoses 

chain 
Published on: July 09, 2022 

By ACB 

LAGUNA -- The COVID-19 pandemic upended not only public health systems and economies 

across the world––it has also profoundly impacted people and communities at a much more 

personal level.  

While COVID-19 may currently be the most menacing zoonotic (transmitted from animals to 

humans) disease known to us, it may definitely not be the last. In the face of a notable uptick 

in global cases of other zoonotic diseases such as monkeypox, experts cautioned that there 

are 1.7 million currently ‘undiscovered’ viruses that exist in mammals and birds, and up to 

827,000 of these could still infect people. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 

three out of four or 75 per cent of new human diseases in the last decade are zoonotic in 

origin.    

This year’s commemoration of World Zoonoses Day is a nod to the important work of Louis 

Pasteur, who, on July 6th 1885, administered the first vaccine against the zoonotic disease, 

rabies. 

However, it is also an important occasion to bring to light the implications of this daunting 

possibility of more outbreaks and how it typifies the greater need to integrate biodiversity into 

the broader discussion of public health. 

Over the past few years, the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) has expanded discussions 

and developed interventions that recognise the interaction between people, animals, plants, 

and their shared environment. In the recently concluded joint virtual workshop Biodiversity as 

a One Health Shield in Asia and the Pacific organised by World Organization for Animal Health 

and the World Wide Fund for Nature held 28 June 2022, the ACB shared opportunities for the 

ASEAN as a contribution to the global discussion on the biodiversity and health interface. 

Historically, the region is no stranger to zoonotic outbreaks. In the 1990s, viral diseases such 

as the Ebola-Reston, Nipah virus, and the H5N1 influenza severely impacted domestic animals 

and humans. The SARS outbreak in 2003 caused a number of deaths in the ASEAN region.  

In all these instances, wildlife species have been implicated to be the primary viral sources. But 

viruses usually do not simply jump from wildlife species to humans. As highlighted by evidence, 

disease emergence is caused by the increasing human-wildlife interactions, resulting in cases 

of direct transmission. 

But while the richness of biodiversity – including the natural virus reservoirs – makes the region 

vulnerable to further zoonotic outbreaks, it also holds the solutions to preventing future 

pandemics. Healthy biodiversity is a vital part of the solution: in developing vaccines and 

pharmaceuticals, which have turned the tide against fatal pandemics such as COVID-19; in 

ensuring wildlife populations safe in their natural habitats, thus minimising direct contact across species and 
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pandemics. Healthy biodiversity is a vital part of the solution: in developing vaccines and 

pharmaceuticals, which have turned the tide against fatal pandemics such as COVID-19; in 

ensuring wildlife populations safe in their natural habitats, thus minimising direct contact across 

species and spillover of potential diseases. 

With the ASEAN’s critical history and experience with pandemics, biodiversity and health have 

become among the key focus areas at the national and regional levels. Significant policy 

statements provide guidance for incorporating biodiversity in public health responses and 

regional development processes.  

As early as 2003 during the SARS outbreak, the significance of a multi-disciplinary approach 

has been recognised. Two simple principles were observed that eventually contained the 

disease: detecting all cases and protecting those at risk of infection from these cases.   

Governments promoted the interface of animal-human health, joint surveillance, monitoring of 

wetlands and waterbirds, maintaining a safe distance between poultry farms and migratory bird 

watering areas, and facilitating stronger coordination across the countries to address wild bird 

and poultry smuggling. 

As a potential pathway forward, the ACB is exploring how One Health, an integrated approach 

to addressing public health concerns which is hoped to open greater collaboration across 

sectors and stakeholders on human and environmental or ecosystem health. 

The collaboration exemplified by experts, scientists, and governments in pushing back on the 

impacts of COVID-19 is evidence of the greater potential to break the chain. The adaptive 

measures put in place, as seen in the intensive efforts toward vaccine development and roll-

out, have proven to contribute concretely to its management. However, nature-based solutions 

are proven to be valuable components of a broader longitudinal mitigation strategy to prevent 

future pandemics and outbreaks. 

Biodiversity is an integral part of the solution. Internalising this and translating it into positive 

personal and institutional actions can only be done once a deeper understanding of the linkages 

between biodiversity and health has been achieved. 

As a regional centre facilitating actions in biodiversity, we at the ACB continue to work with the 

ASEAN Member States and partners in broadening the space for collaborations that not only 

address biodiversity loss but engage key sectors such as health as well. 

We hope that with a renewed understanding of the importance of protecting biodiversity in 

breaking the zoonoses chain, we can better prepare ourselves to build a healthier tomorrow, 

both for people and nature. (ACB) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/09/protecting-nature-key-to-breaking-the-

zoonoses-chain  
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Working together to mentor youth as they transition to 
the working environment 
Published July 8, 2022, 4:35 PM 

by Edgard Hilario 

 
DHL Philippines partners with SOS Children’s Villages International 

 

DHL Express, DHL Global Forwarding, and DHL Supply Chain have signed a local partnership 

with SOS Children’s Villages International to empower young people aged 15 to 25 in the 

Philippines and help prepare them for employment or entrepreneurship. 

The global partnership with SOS Children’s Villages began in 2011 under Deutsche Post DHL 

Group’s “GoTeach” initiative globally. It has since grown to more than 50 countries. The 

Philippine partnership will kick off on 6 July 2022, upon signing of the memorandum of 

agreement. This is the second GoTeach partnership for DHL in the Philippines. Since 2013, 

DHL has been supporting students and teachers from Teach for the Philippines with 

internships, career planning sessions and mentoring. 

Partnering SOS Children’s Villages and Teach For All, GoTeach is a global program by 

Deutsche Post DHL Group to help young people transition into independence in their respective 

countries. The program aims to improve the employability of young people, especially those 

from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds due to poverty, loss of family, and fleeing. 

“We would like to thank DHL for partnering with us for YouthCan! and for giving children more 

opportunities to choose their path in life. Together, let’s ensure that our youth will pave their 

way to a bright future,” said Romil Rayos del Sol, OIC & Deputy National Director of SOS 

Children’s Villages Philippines. 

Under the partnership with SOS Children’s Villages, employees of DHL Express, DHL Global 

Forwarding, and DHL Supply Chain will work to mentor youths as they transition to the working 

world. The activities include job orientation to help young people understand the job market, 

soft and basic skills training to improve employability, and entrepreneurship to empower them 

to become independent and make their dreams come true. 

“This partnership is important to us because education is fundamental to greater stability and 

prosperity for individuals and society. Through these collaborative efforts, I believe we will have 

more opportunities to help train our youth and prepare them for employment and independence. 

This is part of our commitment to invest in the next generation of leaders and assist them in 

developing skills and capabilities for a better future,” said Nigel Lockett, Country Manager of 

DHL Express Philippines. 

 

“When it comes to our GoTeach activities, our employees share their time and individual skills 

and experiences in mentoring and developing young leaders. This is a rewarding experience 

for both and a great opportunity for the youth to expand and explore different career paths,” said 
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“When it comes to our GoTeach activities, our employees share their time and individual skills 

and experiences in mentoring and developing young leaders. This is a rewarding experience 

for both and a great opportunity for the youth to expand and explore different career paths,” 

said Bevan Noel Williams, Country Managing Director of DHL Supply Chain Philippines. 

“This partnership with SOS Children’s Villages is a testament to our commitment to helping 

improve the employability of young people as part of our GoTeach activities. We are honored 

to provide mentorship and other resources to our youth and help them find success in their 

chosen careers,” said Yvonne Lee, Managing Director of DHL Global Forwarding Philippines. 
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oARTHrdW5gM  
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Source: 
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Ymk9Pw1X1bHhuVo8BWwWawVU1i7srH4PZXnfiYl/?app=fbl  
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NCR’s positivity rate breaches 10% – OCTA 
Janvic Mateo - The Philippine Star July 10, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
New voter applicants flocked to the satellite registration site at mall in Quezon City on July 8, 2022. 

STAR / Jesse Bustos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The number of people who test positive for COVID-19 in the National 

Capital Region (NCR) continued to increase over the past week, findings of OCTA Research 

Group showed. 

Data as of last Thursday revealed that 10.4 percent or one in every 10 COVID-19 tests 

conducted in the capital region yielded positive results, up from 8.3 percent five days prior on 

July 2. 

Eight other provinces also recorded “high” positivity rates or those above 10 percent. 

These include Antique (18.9 percent), Capiz (17.8 percent), Cavite (16.2 percent), Laguna 

(16.2 percent), Rizal (15.7 percent), Iloilo (10.9 percent) and Batangas (10.5 percent). 

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends a positivity rate of five percent or below to 

effectively manage the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, five provinces recorded “moderate” positivity rates as of Thursday: Pangasinan 

(9.6 percent), Bataan (9.5 percent), Isabela (8.8 percent), Benguet (8.2 percent) and Bulacan 

(6.3 percent). 

Given that the indicator is based on the total tests conducted, a high positivity rate does not 

necessarily mean high number of cases. Antique, for instance, recorded only five new cases 

on Friday. 

OCTA monitoring showed that the NCR recorded 748 new cases out of the 1,712 reported by 

the Department of Health (DOH) on Friday. 

It was followed by Cavite with 123, Iloilo with 98, Laguna with 91 and Rizal with 86. 

Nationwide, there were 12,528 active COVID-19 cases, according to the DOH. 

The DOH stressed that infections have been increasing and reminded the public to continue 

wearing best-fitted masks, isolate when sick, get vaccinated and avail of booster shots and 

ensure good ventilation in places they visit a lot. 

 

In the last 14 days, Metro Manila has recorded the biggest number of COVID-19 cases with 

6,869. 
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In the last 14 days, Metro Manila has recorded the biggest number of COVID-19 cases with 

6,869. 

It was followed by Region 4-A (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and Quezon or Calabarzon) 

with 2,915; Region 6 (Western Visayas) with 1,253; Region 3 (Central Luzon) with 1,134 and 

Region 7 (Central Visayas) with 662. – Rhodina Villanueva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/10/2194332/ncrs-positivity-rate-breaches-

10-octa  
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PBBM asks LGUs to support booster vaccine 
drive 
 July 9, 2022, 2:49 pm 

 
President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. (Photo courtesy of BBM Facebook) 

MANILA – President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. on Friday asked local government units 

(LGUs) to support the booster campaign rollout in order to safely resume face-to-face classes 

and fully reopen the economy. 

“I hope that you will be part of the effort that we have to bring us back to normal. This is really 

part of the effort to bring us back to normal,”Marcos said in a virtual speech before newly elected 

governors and city mayors. 

Marcos is currently in isolation after testing positive for Covid-19. 

In his message, Marcos stressed the importance of in-person learning for students as well as 

opening up the economy with people not worrying about reimposition of lockdowns. 

“Gawin natin itong booster rollout at makakatiyak tayo [na] wala ng lockdown at ayaw na ayaw 

na naming magkaroon ng lockdown. Kaya’t ito naman ang magiging pang-counter natin diyan 

sa pagkalat na naman nitong Omicron and its variants,” he told local officials. 

He asked them to help agencies in replicating the massive Covid-19 vaccine rollout conducted 

last year and praised them for the “very, very good job.” 

Marcos wants LGUs to conduct large-scale immunization drive for booster shot targeting school 

children so they can safely go back to school either August or September. 

Marcos said Vice President and Education Secretary Sara Duterte plans a phased return to the 

face-to-face classes, starting initially from two-day, or three-day weekly class schedule. 

If the massive vaccination drive becomes successful, the government could allow children to 

return to full face-to-face classes and open the rest of the economy, which Marcos said could 

send a signal to the rest of the world that the Philippines is opening up for business. 

At the same time, the government may consider relaxing the alert level and make masking 

optional. 

“Pero hindi po natin gagawin ‘yan hanggang maliwanag na maliwanag na safe na talaga. 

Dahil although so far maganda naman ang takbo, hindi naman napupuno ang mga ospital. 

Ngunit kung hindi tayo maingat, mapupunta na naman tayo doon,” the President pointed out. 

Among the highlights of Friday’s event are the briefing presentation by the Department of the Interior and Local 
Government on LGU’s efforts on booster administration, the Department of Education’s presentation on the 
resumption of face-to-face classes, and the Department of Health’s plan on vaccination mobilization. (PND) 
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Among the highlights of Friday’s event are the briefing presentation by the Department of the 

Interior and Local Government on LGU’s efforts on booster administration, the Department of 

Education’s presentation on the resumption of face-to-face classes, and the Department of 

Health’s plan on vaccination mobilization. (PND) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178592  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XthKQe-x50 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ5nt4I4Ty4 
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