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CHANGING LANDSCAPE All but one of these 22 reclamation projects altering the face of Manila Bay are under review amid concerns aboutftooding and environmental damage. accord no t President
Marcos. In this map from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (OENR), the Inquirer marked the location ofthe US Embassy (red triangle), which last week raised concerns n t only about
their impact on the ecosystem but also about the involvement of a US~blacklistedChinese company in one of the developments. The DENR said soma of them still lack an environmental clearance.
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MANILA BAY RECLAM liON
WORKS SU PENDED MID

US C NCERN. FLO S
By Jerome Aning,
Jane Bautista
and Marlon Ramos
@Team Inquirer

All Manila Bay reclamation
projects, except one, are on
hold pending a government re-
view, President Marcos said on
Monday in a move hailed by en-
vironmentalists and lawmakers
as a victory preserving the area
from ecological destruction.

"They're all suspended;
all reclamation [projects] are
under review. Only one pro-
ceeded because it has already
been reviewed. There are many
problems. We saw many [of the
projects] which are not being
conducted properly," the Pres-
ident told Bulacan officials as
they briefed him about flooding
in the province and the govern-
ment response.

"But anyway, that is an-
other big problem that needs
to be fixed. Because if they all
push through, many rivers will
be clogged, including the ones
emptying into [Manila Bay].The
water will have nowhere to go.
Even on Roxas Boulevard, the
sea will disappear," he said.

Mr. Marcos made public his
decision days after the United
States Embassy expressed con-
cern about a Manila Bayreclama-
tion project being undertaken by
a Chinese construction company
that was blacklisted by Washing-
ton three years ago.

On Aug. 1, US Embassy
spokesperson Kanishka Gange-
padhyay said the state-owned
China Communications Con-
struction Co. (CCCC) "has also
been cited by the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank for engaging in fraudulent
business practices."

Artificial island builder
CCCC was one of 24 Chi-

nese companies blacklisted by
the United States since 2020
for having played various
roles in the creation of artifi-
cial islands that transformed
a number of features of the
South China Sea into' Beijing's
military outposts.

The embassy complex on
Roxas Boulevard faces the bay
and is near some of the recla-
mation project sites.

It was not clear, however,
if CCCC's Manila Bay project
was among those halted, as the
President did not say on Mon-
day which developer had been
allowed to proceed.

The Presidential Communi-
cations Office did not immedi-
ately reply to media inquiries
regarding the matter.

Environment Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
earlier said a team of local and
foreign experts was being con-
vened to conduct a "cumulative
impact assessment" of the
Ma~a Bay reclamation 14-
projects.
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She said the agency was
looking to assemble the team
this month, noting that many
of the experts were already in-
vOlvet'n evaluating the Manila
Bay pr jeers,

En . onmental groups on
Wednesday hailed Mr. Marcos
decision as a victory against de-
structive reclamation projects
around Marilla Bay, one of the few
scenic spots in the nation's capital
famous for its sunset view.

"[It] is the tangible result of
years of community action and
civil society clamor against the
destruttion of the Manila Bay
ecosystem and the displace-
ment of coastal communities,"
the Kalikasan People's Network
for the Environment said.

Bu the group called for
vigilance against project pro-
ponents who may appeal the
decision and "find ways to cir-
cumvent the moratorium."

Must be in writing
. Al ansa 'I'igll . Mina also

welcomed the announcement

but wanted -it in writing-or
in the form of an order from
the Office of the President, the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
and the Philippine Reclama-
tion Authority (PRA).

International environmen-
tal group Oceana challenged
the Marcos administration to
permanently stop the projects
not only in Manila Bay but in
other pa11isof the country.

Citing data from the PRA,
Oceana said there were 52 rec-
lamation projects in the coun-
try as of the end of February, in-
cluding a project in Coron that
was forfeited last year.

Of that number, 22 reclama-
tion projects are located in Ma-
nila Bay with half or 11 already
underway, it said.

The activist fisherfolk group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya) called on the DENR
to comply with the President's
declaration suspending the proj-
ects by revoking the environment
permits issued by the agency.
. "For President Marcos'
statement to be concrete, the
DENR must immediately re-

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE

BUSINESS AS USUAL Reclamation work in Marila Bay gOJS on un-
hampered on Wednesday despite President Marcos' stat .ment
that 21 of the 22 projects are suspended. -MARIA NE BERIY DEZ

view the 21 environmental
compliance certificates of recla-
mation projects in Manila Bay,"
Ronnel Arambulo, Pamalakaya
vice chair, said in a statement.

Sen. Cynthia Villar, 'chair of
the Senate environment and
natural resources committee,
said Mr. Marcos' decision was
"good news to us who are afraid
of the ill effects" of the reclama-
tion projects.

"The reclamation [in Manila
Bay] will cause massive flood-
ing in our cities," Villar said.

Sen. ]V Ejercito, who earlier
called for a moratorium on the

reclamation activities to avert
Metro Manila fl iding told re-
porters: "That is a very velcome
development. I support :he Pres-
ident's decision 400 per .ent,"

But he said he still saw sev-
eral dredging rr achines dump-
ing sand near he sho re when
he passed by anila Bay on
Wednesday.

Opposition en. R sa Hon-
tiveros also pra sed tl e Presi-
dent's order but reitert ted that
the Philippines shoulc not al-
low Beijing's state-owr ed com-
panies, such as CCCC, t, ) engage
in the reclamation proj -cts.

She said CCCCwas the same
company that illegally built the
Chinese military structures in
the West Philippine Sea.

"I welcome the President's
suspension, but [the] govern-
ment should not approve recla-
mation projects by China state-
owned companies anymore.
Certainly not now," Hontiveros
said, noting China's recent ha-
rassment of Philippine ships in
Ayungin (Second Thomas) Shoal.

"cccc, like its home coun-
try China, has .committed many
violations against the Philip-
pines," she said.

Sen. Francis Escudero said
necessary charges should be filed
against government officials and
other individuals behind the rec-
lamation activities that would be
found to have violated the exist-
ing environmental laws.

But any review of the proj-
ect contracts should be "evi-
dence-based and not arbitrary,"
he said.

"[I]f any will be canceled or
rectified, appropriate charges
[must] be filed against erring of-
ficials and individuals in order
to exact accountability," Escu-
dero said.

Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Loren Legarda thanked
the President for suspending
the projects, saying there was
"never an ecological option" in
land expansion.

"After all, it is part of our
.intergenerational responsibili-
ty to ensure that our decisions
are ecologically sound and does
not contribute further to the
climate crisis or biodiversity
loss," she said.

Bulacan airport
On Monday, before he

spoke of his decision to halt
the projects, Mr. Marcos was
informed by Bulacan Rep. Am-
brosio Cruz Jr. that his constitu-
ents were blaming construction
of the New Manila Internation-
al Airport (NMIA) on the coastal
areas of Bulakan town for wors-
ening floods in the area.

"It's being pointed at by the
people who say that when the
[NMIA] was not yet being con-
structed there's already flood-
ing, but now that it has started,
the flooding worsened," he said.

The NMIA, a project of San
Miguel Aerocity Inc., is sched-
uled to be finished by 2027. INQ
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By RAYMUND ANTONIO
and MARIO CASAYURAN'president Marcos has ordered

the suspension of all, but one,
of the reclamation projects in
Manila Bay as they have been

placed under review, a move lauded
by senators.

He disclosed this during a situa-
tion briefing in Malolos City, Bulacan,
on Aug. 7, where he lamented how
the sea has disappeared from Roxas

-
PAGE

Marcos suspends Manil
ayreciamation proje ts

TITlE: DATE

Boulevard and took note of several
problems in the reclamation projects
at the famed Manila Bay.

"Iyong isa lang ang natuloy dahil
na - review na. Maraming problema.
Marami kaming nakita na hindi ma-
syadong maganda ang patakbo(Only
one project pushed through because
it has been reviewed. There are many
problems. ~e saw many that are be-
ing mismanaged)," Marcos said. He
declined to identify the reclamation
projects.

__ ~_~~"~'''~'''~'''='''~'''~''~'''~'''=' ~. ===,,~...~...~.......•~ __ ..~JL. .• _. __ .••.•.•••• ~~~~""';"~

The President admitted that the
reclamation projects at Manila Bay,
famous for its sunset, is another big
problem that the government needs to
address becauseit would block rivers.

"Wala na nga yung Roxas Boule-
vard, mawawala 'yung dagat (Roxas
Boulevard is gone and -the sea will be
gone, too)," he said.

His comments came after Bulacan
5th District Rep. Ambrosio Cruz Jr.
said during the situation briefing that
"engineering intervention" might be

insufficient as the flooding in Bulacan
was caused by the water's inability to
flow to the sea.

His proposed measure, House Bill
3148 (An Act Establishing a Manila
Bay Integrated Flood Control Coastal
Defense and Expressway) aims to ad-
dress these issues. .

"Kasi ang tinitingnan ho namin
dun, tumaas nga ho 'yung water level
ng ocean. Pangalawa rito, pag-
baha naman, nagsasalubong ~ 5
ho iyon (What we are looking
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Marcos suspends Manila Bay
reclamation projects 1...••

at here is that the ocean water level
rose. Second, floodwater converges
with the ocean during floods)," Cruz
said. "So, apparently, it would appear
na hindi sufficient 'yung engineering
intervention para ma-prevent ang
flooding na ito (the engineering in-
tervention is not sufficient to prevent
this flooding)."

President Marcos decision was wel-
comed by some senators.

III am happy that President Marcos
is suspending the reclamation in Ma-
nila Bay," Sen. Cynthia A. Villar said
in a statement. "This is good news to
us who are afraid of the ill-effects of
reclamation which will cause massive
flooding in our cities."

Senator TV Ejercito said the Presi-
dent's decision is a "very welcome de-
velopment." IIIsupport the President's
decision 100 percent."

In 2022, Sen. Risa Hontiveros filed
Senate Resolution No. 300, asking the
upper chamber to conduct an inquiry
into the reported large-scale land rec-
lamation projects being undertaken on
a nationwide scale in the Philippines.

In the resolution, the senator cited
scientist Dr. Giovanni Tapang who
warned that the reclamation of more
than 38,000 hectares=-ze.zjz hectares
of which are along the coast of Manila
Bay-covered by the National Reclama-
tion Plan will translate to a loss of the
same area of seagrass, the spawning
ground, and habitat of aquatic life,
leading to an annual loss of four to
seven billion invertebrates and three
to 78 trillion fish.

"Housing and commercial areas in
planned reclamation projects will put
people in harm's way. Food security
will also be affected, especially since
Manila Bay is an important fishing
ground. Reclamation will destroy re-
maining marine habitats, like man-
groves, seagrasses, and coral ecosys-
tems," Hontiveros said.

Environment Secretary Maria An-
tonia Yulo-Loyzaga had earlier said
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources was assembling a
team of scientists and experts for a
cumulative impact assessment of the

Manila Bay reclamation projects.
Earlier, United States Embassy

in Manila raised concerns about the
ecological impact of the reclamation
projects.

The embassy raised concerns over
the involvement of a Chinese company'
in the projects.

IIWe are also concerned that the
projects have ties to the China Com-
munications Construction Co. (CCCC),
which has been added to the USDepart-
ment of Commerce's Entity List for its
role in helping the Chinese military
construct and militarize artificial
islands in the South China Sea," the
embassy said. liThe company has also
been cited by the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank for engaging
in fraudulent business practices."

Hontiveros urged the government
to reject all China-funded reclamation
projects in the Philippines.

Hontiveros cited reports that two of
the six initially approved reclamation
projects in Manila Bay are executed by
China Harbour Engineering Company
Ltd., a subsidiary of the China state-
owned CCCC.

III welcome the President's sus-
pension, but government should not
approve reclamation projects by China
state-owned companies anymore. Cer-
tainly not now," she said. IICCCC,like
its home country China, has committed
many violations against the Philip-
pines. From building artificial islands
in the West Philippine Sea to now re-
claiming land in Metro Manila. China
is destroying Philippine territory left,
right, and center. Nabawasan lalo ang
respeto ko sa Tsina (I have lost respect
for China). Nanghihimasok na nga sa
Pilipinas, sinisira pa ang ating likas-
yaman (They have not only inured in
our territory, they also destroying our
natural resources)."

"These China-funded reclamation
projects may cause irreversible damage
to our cherished natural resources,"
Hontiveros stressed.

At least 5,000 hectares of Manila
Bay will be needed for 13 reclamation
projects that have been approved by the
previous administration.
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President on Manila Bay works:
All but one reclamation halted

Roxas Boulevard will be gone," he said.
Mr. Marcos, however, did not iden-

tify which project was given the green
light to proceed.

Lawmakers have welcomed the
President's pronouncement.

"I am happy that Mr. Marcos is sus-
pending the reclamation in Manila Bay.
This is good news to us who are afraid
of ill effects of reclamation which will
cause massive flooding in our cities,"
said Senator Cynthia Villar, head of
the Senate environment and natural re-
sources committee. ' Next page.

President...
FromAl

Villar earlier warned that if the recla-
mation project reaches Las Pifias, it may
cause six to eight-meter flooding in her
hometown. .

Opposition Senator Risa Hontiveros
said she supports the suspension order of
the President as she reiterated her call to
reject all China-funded reclamation proj-
ects in the country.

''There are questionable entities in-
volved in those projects, particularly the
China state-owned China Communica-
tions Construction Co. (CCCC), which
has historically destroyed our marine
ecosystems in the West Philippine Sea.

By Macon Ramos-Araneta

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
said all reclamation projects in Manila
Bay, except for one,' have been sus-
pended ..

"All reclamation activities are sus-
pended. These are under review except
for one that has already been reviewed.
We saw problems in the implementa-
tion," the President said during a situa-
tion briefing in Bulacan on Monday.

"If these projects push through, a
, lot of rivers will be affected. The sea in

RECLAMATION CONTINUES. Tons of sand from dredging equipment
continues to be dumped on areas of Manila Bayon Wednesday. orman Cruz

We should not be taking risks with com-
panies like CCCC," Hontiveros said in a
statement on Wednesday ..

"These China-funded reclamation
projects may cause irreversible damage
to our cherished natural resources," she
added.

The fishers' group Pamalakaya earlier
called on the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural' Resources to suspend
the reclamation projects in Manila Bay
following the recent severe flooding in
Bulacan and Parnpanga.

Pamalakaya said the DENR must
temporarily halt the reclamation proj-
ects "until the proponents scientifically
prove that their projects have not ag-
gravated the flood hazards in these
coastal areas."
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Marco» orders intensified dredging inBulacc n
PRESIDENTFerdinand Marcos Jr. has or-
dered the Qepart+nt of PublicWorksand
Highways (DPWH)and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
to assist and intensify dredging operations
in Bulacan and Parrpanga.

The order came[following the massive
flooding that hit the Bulacan and Pampan-
ga aieas during the onslaught ofTyphoon5
"Egay"and "Falconi that enhanced the
southwest monsoQn, or habagat.

The flood left considerable damage
to agriculture and infrastructure in
the province, which Bulacan Gov.
Daniel Ferrando reported to the
President on Monday, August 7, at the

- M"anano Poncellall, Hiyas I\g Bulacan
Convention Center in Malolos.

In his report t?, the President, the

governor said the calamities left a to-
tal of 11768,671 ,475 worth of damages
to agriculture, fisheries, livestock,
poultry and infrastructure.

Fernando, with Vice Gov.Alex Castro
and all the mayors in Bulacan, presented
to the President the plans to address the
flooding problem in the province.

Dredging the rims and creeks,
according to the Bulacan officials, is
one of the main actions that they see as
needed to lessen the flooding.

Fernando also said the President agreed
to construct additional water reservoirs
and water impounding areas in Bulacan as
a long-term solution to the problem.

The governor, however, said the equip-
ment of the provincial government as well
as that of the local cities and municipalities'

was not enough for a large-scale project.
The President instructed the DPWH

and the DENRto lend dredging and other
equlpmentto Bulacan and Pampanga.

Marcos also said that Fernando's
proposed long-term solutions for the
province were similar to the plans of
the national government.

"Thisdredging, that i~our emergency
response, really needs to be done to at
lea~t make the river a little deeper. But
it is not a permanent solution because
siltation will also return. But Ithink you
have identified the better way, the water
reservoirs and water impounding areas in
the lowlands. That iswhat we are really
planning," the President said.

Fernando also identified the main
causes of the widespread flooding in

the province, which include urbani-
zation and the construction of private
infrastructure; saturated land c used by
heavy rains; a lack of master pi, nning
and design in the construction of
drainages; and the ongoing construction
of the Manila North Rail Transit.

Castro, meanwhile, called thl
attention of th~ Philippine Nati nal
Railways (PNR) regarding the ongoing
constructjon of the north-south com-
muter railway project in the province
which allegedly contributes to f ooding
in Meycauayan-Marilao, Bocaue-Balag-
tas-Guiguinto, Malolos and Calu pit.

"The construction is bloc In the
drainage systems in S 'Ile p s of the
province,' Castro said.

FREDERICK SIL ERIO
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NOS TOP PA G E, FOR NOW Work continues at a redamatlon site In Manila lily on
Wednesday, Aug. 9, 202l. PHOTO BY MIKE ALQUINTO

Senators hail decision
to stop Manila Bay
reclamation projects
BY JAVIER JOE ISMAEL AND BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO

EN. Cynthia Villar on Wednesday wel-
comed President Ferdinand Marcos Ir.s
decision to suspend all reclamation

activities in Manila Bay,
" am happy that President Mar-

cos is suspending the reclamation
in Manila Bay.This is good news to
us who are afraid of the ill-effects of
reclamation which will cause massive
flooding in our cities." Villar told

I
reporters in a text message.

Marcos suspended all ongoing
Manila Bay reclamation activities
except (or one pending the review of
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

"All are suspended. all reclama-
tion projects are under review. except
for one. which was allowed to push
through as it was reviewed already,"
the President said during a situation
briefing in Malolos City.

The chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment, Natural
Resources and Climate Change had
earlier sought the intervention of the
Supreme Court to stop the ongoing
Manila Bay reclamation project,
noting she would call for a Senate
inquiry into the project.

On Dec. IB, 2008, the Supreme
Court directed 13 government agen-
cies to clean up, rehabilitate and
preserve Manila Bay,and restore and
maintain its waters to make them fit
for swimming, skin-diving and other
forms of contact recreation.

Villar said there were no consul-
tions on the reclamation project,
leging government officials merely

'signed and sign" contract papers.
Meanwhile, Sen. Ana Theresia

'Risa' Hontiveros urged the govern-
ent to reject all China-funded rec-

amation projects in the Philippines.
She dIed repcltl that two of th~!Ix

nitiallyapproved reclamation projects

in Manila Bay are executed by China
Harbor Engineering Co. Ltd., a sub-
sidiaryofChina state-owned Commu-
nications Construction Co. (CCCC).

The 24 planned reclamation proj-
ects in Manila Bayaim to create new
land for commercial and residential
development.

The DENRsaid the projects would
occupy 9,000 hectares of the sea,
bigger than the combined size of the
cities of Manila, Makati, Pasay, San
Juan and Pateros.

"Iwelcome the President's suspen-
sion, but government should not ap-
prove reclamation projects by China
state-owned companies anymore.
Certainly not now," Hontiveros said.

The senator said that the CCCC,
"like its home country China, has
committed many violations against
the Philippines."

"From building artificial islands
in the West Philippine Sea LO now
reclaiming land in Metro Manila,
China is destroying Philippine ter-
ritory left, right and center," Honti-
veros said.

Senate President Pro Tempore
Lorna Regina "Loren" Legarda lauded
Marcos' decision on the matter.

"Reclamation was never an ecolog-
ical option; rather, it is an engineering
one, meant to expand land area. It is
warranted for when there is precious
little land,' Legarda said.

"However, if its value is solely for
the purpose of making money, we
need to be more guarded, making
evaluations based on the totality of
the circumstances and not iusl pl.lrclr
rrom a ~scal perspective, ' she added.

Sen. Francis Joseph ·Chiz" Escu-

dero said the government should file
charges against erring public officials
or individuals if there are enough
evidence linking them to question-
able Manila Bayreclamation projects.

Escudero, who earlier cautioned
Malacai'lang against blocking the rec-
lamation projects solely on the basis
of the United Statesgovernment's con-
cern over "long-term environmental
impact, " clarified he is not opposing
a review of the projects "as long as it
is evidence-based and not arbitrary:

Legarda earlier filed a bill to amend
the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Systenl, as well as om: for Inte-
grated Coastal Management ..

"Afterall, it is pan of our intergen-
erational responsibility to ensure that
our decisions are ecologically sound
and do not contribute further to the
climate crisis or biodiversity loss."
she said.

In 2022, Hontiveros filed Proposed
Senate Resolution 300, directing the
appropriate Senate committee to
conduct an inquiry into the reponed
large-scale land reclamation projects
being undertaken on a nationwide
scale in the Philippines.

She cited scientist Dr. Giovanni
Tapang who said that the reclamation
of over 38,000 hectares, 26,232 hect-
ares of which are along the 'coast of
Manila Bay,covered l>ythe National
Reclamation Plan 'will translate to
a loss of the same area of seagrass,
the spawning ground, and habitat of
aquatic life. leading to an annual loss
of 4-7 billion invertebrates and 3-78
trillion fish." .

"Housing and commercial areas in
planned reclamation projects will put
people in harm's way. Food security
will also be affected, especially since
Manila Bay is an important fishing
ground, " she said.

Reclamation will "destroy remain-
ins m~rinchabi(a(S, like mangroves,
seagrasses, and coral ecosystems,'
Hotniveros said,
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Group urges DENR to suspend all ongoing land
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, Metro Cebu

THE Pambansang lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinai
(Pamalakaya) on Wednesday urged

the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to revoke the
environmental compliance certificate
(ECC) and other permits for various land-
reclamation projects in Manila Bay that were
found to be liable for alleged environmental
violations.

The call was made alter President
ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. announced on
national television that all but one land
reclamation projert in Manila Bay were
suspended due to numerous violations.

It was not clear which project was given
the green light to continue with the project
while all others will be undergoing a review
process.

To concretize President Marcos'
pronouncement, the DENR should comply
and also review the ECCs of the 21 land
reclamation projects in Manila Bay," Ronnel
Arambulo, vice chairman of Pamalakaya said
in a statement.

A«ording to Arambulo, merely
IUlp@nding th@ projWI il not @nough H@

said those found violating environmental
laws should be held accountable for the
destruction of Manila Bay, an important
fishing ground in luzon, and the displacement
of communities that were affected by the
projects.

The group cited for instance the need to
restore the more than 300 fishing families
who were forcibly evacuated from Bacoor,
Cavite due to land reclamation.

It is also imperative, Arambulo said
that the mangroves that were destroyed be
restored in the coastal areas of Manila Bay.

Pamalakaya said a([ountability should
come in the form of just compensation for
fisherfolk who have lost their livelihood and
the rehabilitation of marine resources and
coastal communities.

The group also urged the Marcos
administration to "certify as urgent" a bill
declaring Manila Bay as a reclamation-free
lone.

filed by the Makabayan bloc last year,
House Bill 2026 prohibits all forms of
reclamation activities in Manila Bay. The
bill is pursuant to the 2008 Supreme Court
continuing mJndJmu\ to r~habilitlt@,II@ln

up, and restore Manila Bay for recreational
use and fishery resources development.

According to Pamalakaya, reclamation
projects with approved ECCs include the
420-hectare reclamation in Bacoor, Cavite;
360-hectare Pasay Reclamation Project;
318-hectare Manila City Waterfront Project;
as well as the 419-hectare Horizon Manila
Project.

Meanwhile, the People's Network forthe
Integrity of Coastal Habitats and Ecosystems
(People's NICHE) urged DENR Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-loyzaga to make civil society
organizations (CSOs) part of the cumulative
impact assessment of land reclamation
projects in Manila Bay.

The appeal was made through a letter
dated August 8, 2023, urging Yulo-loyzaga
to suspend the land-reclamation activities
and hold a dialogue with CSO leaders to
dlscu« the conduct oflhe cumulative impact.
assessment.

"We welcome this (cumulative impact
assessment], as it is a long-overdue step
in the complete appraisal of the impacts
of reclamation across the critical bay
NMYII@ffi,' Ih@ ~r6U~ wfM~ I~ Ih~1t leller,

signed by different organizations affiliated
with the alliance. "We also hope it serves as
a precedent for similar approaches in other
parts of the country where reclamation
projects are also concentrated, such as in
Metro Cebu."

Senator Risa Hontiveros, for her
part urged the government to reject all
China-funded reclamation projects in the
Philippines.

A((ording to reports, two of the six
initially approved reclamation projects in
Manila Bay are executed by China Harbour
Engineering Company ue., a subsidiary
of China state-owned Communications
Construction Co. or CCCC However, President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has since suspended the
operations of all but one redamation project
in Manila Bay due to management issues.

"I welcome the President's suspension,
but government should not approve
reclamation projects by China state-owned
companiesanymore. Certainly not now CCC(,
like its home country China, has committed
many violations against the Phlhppines.
From buildiRg artificial islands in the West
Philippine Sea to now redaiming land in
Metro Manila, China is destroying Philippine
territory left. right, and center. Nabawasan
lalo ang respeto ko sa Isina. Nanghihimasok
na nga sa Pilipinas, sinisira pa ang ating
likas-yaman," Hontiveros said in a news
slalemenl. lonolhon l. Moyugo
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Willfulness

Some of the reasons for the
flooding in Bulacan and
Pampanga are pretty banal.

For instance, one gate at Bustos
Dam has been in disrepair for
three years now and no one both-
ered to fix it.
The other reasons require cre-

ative engineering solutions. But
even the obvious engineering solutions will require
the application of political will.
Look at the map. Central Luzon is really a flood-

plain. It is meant to flood. This is why traditional
houses were built on stilts and why dried com was
always stored under the roof. It is the dictate of long
memories of great floods.
Somehow, we discarded long memories. People

settled in congested towns. Subdivisions were built
over catch basins. Streams were stolen. The commons
was disrespected.
For over a century, we tried to overpower the

floods. Last week, the floods overpowered us.
Short of tearing up the highways and dismantling

large settlements to make way for water to flow out,
the only thing that could be done is to build infrastruc-
ture for impounding the water that comes in great
quantity during the wet months. The impounded
water could then be used for irrigation dunng the
dry months, shifting demand from the' inadequate
reservoirs.
Impounding the water makes absolute sense.
When President Marcos met with stakeholders in

the flooded areas last week, it became clear why the
construction of impounding infra was never done
all these years: there will be strong resistance from
communities that will be adversely affected by col-
lecting the water.
The Candaba swamp communities are an example

of this. One swamp resident, opposing the construc-
tion of an impounding facility, said 9,000 farmers
will be dislocated. Over generations governed by a
weak state, a lot of the swamp was actually titled as
agricultural land.
Impounding water in the low-lying swamp is an

obvious solution. But it will meet political resistance.
If that engineering solution is to be done, President
Marcos will have to-act with some political will. Land
claims will have to be settled and communities to be
affected will have to be resettled. No agency beneath
the Presidency could get this done. The matter is
squarely on the President's lap.
Fortunately, we are seeing some signs of resolute-

ness in our characteristically conflict-averse leader.
A few days ago, he ordered the massive reclamation
projects in Manila Bay suspended while the DENR
conducts a saner environmental impact assessment.
The DENR, as we know, is currently led by a sci-

entist who is not impressed by power-brokering - the
traditional means by which large-scale projects with
doubtful environmental credentials get done, If sci-
ence tells her these projects carry long-term deleteri-
ous effects, she will not hesitate recommending they
be scrap ed. .
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.SMC VOWS more help in flood-control efforts

t]:' ,~,
BIIBUll·

BIIBUU: v

the Pasig. TulIahan and San est conglomerate by revenues sant rains. nia Yulo-Loyzaga in a recent undertake these efforts for fre
Juan rivers, all three waterways and assets wants to help solve San Miguel president and meeting, where he detailed because it has a bigstake in th
are Hawing more freely again the perennial flooding issue CEO Ramon Ang made this the progress that the firm has area in general and Bula
thanks to the Pj-billion cleanup in Central Luzon, several ar- commitment to Department of made in its river restoration in particular, namely the

Jter removing over 2 million drive of SanMiguelCorp(SMC). eas of which were swamped Environment and Natural Re: efforts. MRT7project the Bulacan
)05 of solidwaste and silt from Now, the country's larg- in recent weeks due to inces- sources Secretary Maria Anto- San Miguel has offered to BulkWater Supplyfadlity 8----~----~~~----------------------~------------~-----------

~~~ and the P74o-billionFROM B1 New Manila Inter-
national Airport.

With the conglomerate's
technical expertise and fi-
nancial muscle, hopefully the
floods of the last three weeks
will be the last the area will
experience for a long time.
-DAXIM L. LUCAS

Stamp of approval'
When Danny Yu stepped

in as PLDT Inc.'s new chief fi-
nancial officer (CFO) in May,
he was served with a (very)
tall order: take the lead in
settling the multibillion bud-

S MOREHELP IN FL D·CONTRO EFFORTS
get overrun that dragged the
company's bottom line in the
past year.

The former group con-
troller previously outlined
measures to prevent the fi-
nancial fiasco from happen-
ing again, including a stricter
project management system
to monitor capital expendi-
ture outlays.

And his efforts seem to be
paying off as PLDT president
AI Panlilio commended the
brand new CFO.

"Danny has done a good EmailusatBizBuZZ@inquirer.com.ph
job fixing a lot of depreciation. JoinourVibercommunity:
Our objective is to bring down'---_~i~ng'::n=e=w==s/~ing~b~Us~in=e~SSC~Q~m~m~u~ni~ty~_

loans eventually," Panlilio
told reporters during PLDT's
recent financial briefing in
Makati.

"We can only do that once
we fix more things and see if
we can push revenues [and]
improve Ebitda (earning be-
fore interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization)," he added.
-TYRONE JASPER C. PIAD INQ
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S ( says Bulacan floods long-ti problem,
not caused by airport project

rivers around the airport proji ct
site as part of the overa' desi gn
and long-term maintenance of 11e
country's largest internatio al
gateway.

These flood mitigation effort. re
seen to also benefit towns neat ae
airport.

"We are deeply invested in ne
future as well as the well-being of
Bulacan and its residents. We WOl ld
not pour in billions in res lTCt:S if
we didn't consider all poss e n .s,
including flooding in tne pre v-
ince. As with any major undertt k-
ing of this magnitude, extens e
studies were done even before n-
struction started. And even now, ve

By Darwin G. Amojelar
SAN Miguel Corp. on Wednes-
day dismissed allegations that its
Bulacan Airport Project is the cause of
flooding in the province.

SMC president and chief executive
offiger Ramon S. Ang asserted that
flooding in Bulacan had already
been a major problem, long before
government approved the airport's
construction in the province, just
north of Metro Manila.

"There are many contributing fac-
tors to flooding. Bulacan has many
low-lying areas. Another is land sub-
sidence caused by over-extraction
and I the depletion of ground wa-

ter. In fact, that is one of the reasons
why we invested in putting up the
Bulacan Bulk Water System Project
some years back-to provide pota-
ble water to residents without having
to resort to unsustainable use of ground
water," Ang explained.

"Degradation, siltation, and pol-
lution of our rivers are of course
major causes of flooding. Because
of these, rivers become shallow and
their flood carrying capacity is se-
verely diminished, resulting in
river overflow and floods. The pr lif-
eration of fish ponds in coastal areas has
also contributed to s vere floodi in the
province," he added.

The SMC has started cleaning up

continue to work with experts a
to consistently ensure we adhere to
the highest environmental and so-
cial standards and regulations," Ang
said.

He also pointed out that heavily-
flooded areas during the last ty-
phoon, particularly Calumpit and
Hagonoy towns, located far from the

. airport project, were affected by over-
flow from the heavily-silted Pampan-
ga River aggravated by the release of
water from some dams.

The SMC is already looking to extend
its river desilting and cleanup initiative
beyond Bulacan's rivers, to other critical
tributaries throughout Central Luzon.

"With our experience in clean-
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Why only no
IT IS as if our senators and other high
government officials never pass Roxas
Boulevard.

The GSIS Building where the Senate
currently rents its office spaces and session
hall is right smack in front of the once
beautiful bay.

The senators, I would suppose, go to
Softtel nearby every now and then. And so
do their highly paid staff.

But not until the embassy of the mighty
US of A complained about the many
reclamation projects in the bay did our
leaders find their voice, and asked the DENR
and other government agencies to look into
the environmental impact of such side-by-
side projects which haul sand from Cavite,
Zambales and elsewhere and dump these
into the bay.

An exception is Senator Cynthia Villar,
who has been vocal about reclamation
projects in her native Las Pinas for years.
But till the US Embassy spoke out, it's been
a case of "not in my backyard" (NIMBY).

Even the president has rued while in
Malolos that "The sea has disappeared from
Roxas Boulevard." .

Very few except Pamalakaya and
environmentalists like Antonio Oposa and
scientist Kevin Rodolfo kept criticizing the
reclamation that would forever steal the
Manila Bay sunset from ordinary folks and

. likely cause severe floods in the mainland.

Thi gs are not
looking good despite
the assurances of our
economic managers

In stealth, the Philippine Reclamation
Authority rushed the approval of the
project proponents which also got the local
governments of Manila, Pasay, Paranaque,
Navotas and Cavite getting into the new
"gold rush."

The Americans squawked only when they
found out that one of the projects would be
constructed by a Chinese company. If it were
an Am~rican or Australian company, they
would likely have kept quiet.

Which is why Sen. Chiz Escudero called
their complaint interventionist, without
necessarily supporting the reclamation
projects.

One o~theprojects approved by a previous
LGU chief was so hastily passed even if it'
overlapped with another reclamation project
already given by the PRA.

Another overlapped territorialboundaries,
between two local governments.

All done in haste, and in the last days of
the Duterte administration, the "developers"
rushed to ile sand into the ba .

•

could have. grown if government did not
earn more revenues to push through with its
infrastructure and social projects. .

Two weeks ago, Recto warned about the
impending rice crisis due to a "quadruple
whammy" of the India export ban, Vietnam's
export limits, the Russian decision to
interdict grain shipments from Ukrainian
ports, and the last typhoons, with more
forthcoming.

Time and again, this writer has been
warning about the mismanagement of our
rice inventory. Recto himself warned of the
"sound of empty pots clanging."

Rice after all is not just an economic
problem; it is a political commodity.

While I agree the NFA should not engage
itself in commercial rice trading as the RTL
proscribed, government should be allowed
to import as exigencies arise.

Leaving the entire market to the private
sector now poses food security problems
because they will not import when the price
is high.

Which is exactly what we are witnessing
today. .

BPI gave out 1.9 million tons worth of
import permits, but many cannot import
because the market has constricted.

Speaker Martin Romualdez took it upon
himself to engage with his counterparts in
Vietnam for assurance of continued supply
of the staple.

Wehope the a surances given will be able
to stem the tide of a looming shortage and
price spiral, just as the president must find
ways and means to engage Vietnam in a
government-to-government transaction.

Lately too, Recto warns about the
unsustainability of our huge national debt,
its service, and the fiscal deficit.

He has rightly calculated that with an
optimistic revenue target of P11.7 trillion,
there will be a deficit of P4 trillion in 2024
which must perforce be financed by debt. •

We wrote last week the expected national
debt by the end of neXt year will be some
P15.7 trillion, which Recto has now
calculated at "15.84 trillion after Congress
received the national expenditure program.

Unless new taxes are legislated together
with a great leap in our GDP, those trillions
o~ pesos. in debt will keep growing to
nightmarish proportions.

TrR?slating those mind-boggling figures
to dally numbers, Recto said the P5.767
t,rillionme~n.san average daily expenditure
qfP15.8 billion of which only PI1.7 billion
can be supported by revenues, leaving a
~4 billion hole which represents the daily
incremental debt government will incur.
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Now belatedly, the DENR, wants to
review, after so much work has been done,
and hardly any full view of the bay and its
fabulous sunset can be seen.

Of course, we have a new DENR
leadership, one with a more scientific rather
than militaristic mind.

We trust she will do what is right, not
only for the present but more so for future
generations of our people.

The senators had best go to the Supreme
Court to stop the projects via a Writ of
Kalikasan.

The tribunal after all issued a writ of
mandamus to save the bay more than a
decade ago, so the chances of an injunction
is quite high.

Still, one wonders, "nakasayad ba sa lupa
and paa ng ating mga lider?"

***
. Trust Deputy Speaker and Batangas
representative Ralph Recto to point out the
major problems of our economy as lucidly
as possible.

One should credit Recto and PGMA
for straightening out government finances
through pushing for the expanded VATlaw,
even if it was quite unpopular at the time.

It even cost him his re-election to the
Senate, yet imagine how our economy
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But that is only the fiscal deficit that needs
to be firtanced.

There are also interest and principal
payments on present indebtedness that are
automatically appropriated in the budget.

These are king-sized headaches the
present administration will have to grapple
with amidst a global economic slowdown
that would limit our export growth while
making our imports more expensive.

Things are not looking good, despite the
assurances of our economic managers.

We have to thank Ralph Recto for the
reality checks, with the hope he and other
well-meaning legislators can find solutions
even if Congress itself needs to indulge ~
self-abnegation.

Legislating new taxes will produce
only small increments to the revenue
versus expenditure gap, and our inefficient
collection machinery will not be up to speed.

Cutting the pork barrel already made part
of the President's budget as proposed by
DBM, on top of more that our legislators will
push for as they deliberate on the GAAall the
way to the bicameral conference committee
is the immediate stop-gap measure to bridg~
that deficit to more manageable proportions.

As a whistleblower in a past Congress
clearly exhorted-"moderate the greed."

DATE
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ENR e¥es1Tlo1tipurpose infra to O~imizewater
: By:R!() N. AraJa ~etropolitaI).... Watetw~< .....~;~ionaIEconomicandDe elopm t
t WI' ,*V'and SewerageSystem(MWSS~' '0'Authority, the Local Wa er Uil itit s

THEDepartment of Bnvironmentand DENR Secretary Antonia Loyz- Administration, and t tie MWS"
N~turalResources (DENR).ispyeillg a aga said the t:tge1l~y}Vill ftlfocU$;"oJ.l.,the pos$ibitity of bu [1 ng p 1
multipurpose water infta.: government's water security strat- lie..water supply faciliti es for u
st:ructure: to ...'optimize' the ,egy, look to tap other water sources tiPle usage, inch1ding tr ga ior
utilization of the country'swd~: and recycle ~tewater as the need power generation, indt LS a1 an
ter ..resources that could ,+e~able for Stable ady watt;rsppply ~mercial and domes ic pur s
multitasked usage of the national re_increases on back:'of growing es,she said.
source. demand and the threaHfrom the'Bl ~'We are looking at ou I' ec •

Meanwhile, the water level at An- Nino episode. ttive budgets and our progra to see
gat Dam, Metro Manila's maip water Jhe ..DENR will work clf>s~tY:~d~Q1;'(we. can design ,u u tlpUrpos
source, is "enough" for now al- With other concerned govemment'J.I1fplstructure to actually rve th
though it would need to go up in agencies, such as> the De» \!Cdifferentneeds of agriculture
preparation for. the El Niiip phe- parrment of Public Works er, water for domestic u se, ~d fc
namen~~, accoFg to. t~ a~d :i~i~~(~#i\B~f~~' . try,"she,~d4ed,~~~~~==~=--=-=-----
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DENR EYEING MULTIPURPOSE
WATER SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE

Thisevenasthe government isalso looking
to tap water from other sourcesand to promote
wastewater recycling on account of the need
forstable and steadywater supply increaseson
the backof growing demand and threats from
the EINino weather condition.

Yulo-Loyzagasaid the DENRandDPWHare
jointly studying the construction of morewater
collection and impounding systemsaswell as
flood control structures asmitigation measures
in face of climate change and its impacts.

Yulo-Loyzaga ·added that water
conservation and efficiency, along with
multipurpose water infrastructure such as
dams, reservoirs, sewage treatment plants,
associated irrlqatlqn canals, and water
supply networks may be used for more
than one purpose for economic, social and
environmental activities will address the
different dimensions of water security in
the country.

The .DENR is also working with the
Department of Finance to see how the
government can incentivize public-private
partnerships for bulk water supply and other
projects that can deliver water where it is
most needed.

Meanwhile, the World Bank has
expressed interest in funding multipurpose
infrastructure to address sectors that are
critically in danger because of climate
change. Jonathan L. Mayuga

----------~------~----------~--- -~~~----~~-

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) will
work closely with various national

government agencies (NGA) to look into the
possibility of building public water supply
facilities for multiple usage that will include
irrigation, power generation, industrial
and commercial use as well as domestic
consumption, DENRSecretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said on Wednesday.

The DENR,which is mandated to manage
the country's natural wealth, was also tasked
to headtheWaterResourceManagement Office
(WRMO) created by President Ferdinand R.
MarcosJr. by virtue of ExecutiveOrder No.22.

Asidefrom the WRMO,other water -related
agencies like the National Water Resources
Board(NWRB),RiverBasinControlOffice(RCBO)
are under the DENR.

"We are looking at our respective budgets
and our programs to see how we can design
multipurpose infrastructure to actually serve
the different needs of agriculture, power,
water for domestic use,and for industry;'Yulo-
Loyzagasaid in a news statement.

Theplan, accordingto the country's steward
oftheenvironmentand natural resources,ispart
of the move to refocusthe government's water
security strategy to optimize and maximize
utilization of the country's water resources
through infrastructure that enables "multi-
tasked" usage of the national resource.
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NWRB to review
proposal. for add'l

'water allocation
By BELLA CARIASO

Possible water inter-
- ruptions in parts of Metro

Manila and nearby 'prov-
inces have prompted the
National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) to review
May;nilad's proposal to in-
crease its current water al-
location of 48 cubic ineters
per second.

West zone concession-
aire Maynilad Water Servic-
es Ine. earlier warned that
water interruptions may be
implemented if the alloca-
tion will not be increased
despite improvement in
Angat Dam's water level,
currently at 199.91 meters
as of yesterday morning.

The normal operating
level of Angat Dam is 180
meters.

liThe NWRB will review
the situation in Angat Dam
brought about by recent
rainfalls due to typhoons
and southwest monsoon. We
have to consider also prera-
ration of the dams with the
possible drier conditions by
October this year until next
year due to El Nino," NWRB
executive director, Sevillo
David Jr. told The STAR in
a text message.

Meanwhile, Maynilad
president Ramoncito Fer-
nandez said theywere able
to increase water supply by
utilizing alternative sources.

"We have two water
treatment plants where
we are getting water from
the Laguna Lake and' we
are now in the process of
finishing our third plant by

the end of the year," he said.
"We wlll use this as a

buffer or reserve so that
when there is a need, we
can have other sources,"
he added.

The NWRB also allowed
Maynilad to utilize deep
wells due to El Nifio, ac-
cording to Fernandez.

'~e have a program that
was subm tted to the Met-
ropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS).
Our seven-year business
plan was already approved.
Under the program, the
(non-revenue water) will
be reduced to 20 percent
and will cost us at least P4
billion a year," he said.

'High and enough'
There is no need to in-

crease the water allocation
since watershed areas con-
tinue to experience some
rainfall, according to MWSS
division manager Patrick
Dizon.

"We're still experiencing
some rains in the water-
sheds so we don't need to
request for additional allo-
cation from Angat'Dam. H
there is a need for higher al-
location, we will coordinate
with the NWRB,'I he said.

"Compared with the
level last year, Angat's wa-
ter level is h gh and enough
for now. But our target
elevation by yearend is
around 210 to 212 meters.
We need to prepare for the
effects of El Nifio, which is
expected by fourth quarter
until second quarter next
year," he added. •
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By BELLA CARIASO

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and
Department of Public Works and High-
ways (DPWH) are jointly studying
the construction of water impound-

ing systems as well as flood control
structures as mitigation approaches to
climate change and its impacts amid the
flooding experienced in many areas in
the country following rains brought by
Typhoon Egay and the southwest mon-
soon, Environment Secretary Maria

Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said yesterday.
"We are looking at our respective

budgets and our programs to see how
we can design multipurpose infrastruc-
ture to actually serve the different needs
of agriculture, power, water for domes-
tic use and for industry," Loyzaga said.

DlENR From Page 1

treatment plants, associated
irrigation canals and water
supply networks which may
be used for more than one
purpose for economic, social
and environmental activities.

Former DPWH secretary
Rogelio Singson has proposed
the construction of a 200-hect-
are water impounding area in
Pampanga's Candaba swamp
to prevent flooding in nearby
and low-lying areas.

Loyzaga said that aside
from the DPWH, the DENR is
working closely with the Na-
tional Economic and Develop-
ment Authority, Local Water
Utilities Administration and
Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System in building
public water supply facilities
for multiple usage.

The DENR is also coordi-
nating with the Department
of Finance to see how the
government can incentivize
public-1private partnerships
for bulk water supply and
other projects, she added.

Loyzaga also disclosed that
the World Bank has expressed
interest in funding multipur-
pose infrastructure to address
sectors critically endangered

She added that the DENR is refocus-
ing the goye~ent' s water security
strategy to maximize the utilization of
the country's water resource .

Multipurpose water infrastructure
include dams, reservoirs, sewage

Turn to Page 6

because of climate change.

Water retention
The Department of Science

and Technology (DOST) has
expressed support for Malaca-
fiang's push to establishawater
retention facility in Pampan~a
as a long-term solution to the
worsening flooding problem in
Central Luzon.

"There is ground sinking
and subsidence that is hap-
pening because of the ... over-
extraction of groundwater
that is also happening. It re-
ally contributes to longer-term
flooding," Science Secretary
Renato Solidum said yester-
day at the Kapihan sa Manila
Bay media forum.

"(The) overall solution
should be a combination of
many things, especially water
retention basins ... because if
the ground subsides, flooding
will become long-term; but the
water will come from above,"
he added.

The DOSTcould help check
out the design of proposed
water retention basins for
its efficacy to manage heavy
rain overflow, according to
Solidum.

"Whenever you have a
water impounding retention
basin, more areas will be saved

than (not having any)," Soli-
dum said.

Water retention infrastruc-
ture should also be comple-
mented by another solution,
which is to relocate commu-
nities in areas with a chronic
flooding problem, he added.

The solution being eyed by
the Bulacan provincial gov-
ernment, led by Gov. Daniel
Fernando, to build a mega-
dike has merit, but the DOST
secretary said a dike solution
should be thoroughly studied.

Dismay
Senators expressed dismay

over the massive flooding in
many parts of the country after
two consecutive typhoons in
the last week despite having
about a P3-trillion budget for
flood control and management
programs.

During yesterday's public
hearing of the Senate commit-
tee on public works chaired
by Sen. Ramon Revilla Jr.,
senators lamented the bad ef-
fects of the massive flooding
in many parts of the country,
most of which remain sub-
merged.

Sen. RaffyTulfourged gov-
ernment officials to look into
alleged corruption in the ad-
ministration of dams amid

persistent flo ding p oblems
in the country.

Sen.Cyntiua VillarI ented
ihatthepum . gstatio asinher
horne cityof as Pifias, .recaus-
ing floodsinstead ofad iressing
the' problerr, thus s1' ques-
tioned Metre anila [ evelop-
mentAuthorty .,fMD )chair-
man Romando rtes a iout the
agency's activir .

Artes, ho vever, to d sena-
tors, "I can say it the pump-
ing stations a we r ring at
IOO-percent ca acity many
have been reha lita e i."

Revilla als aske I Pub-
lic Works Seer .ary ~ anuel
Bonoan about tat h,d hap-
pened to the fl con rol and
management pr "'l'a.Illi which
cost about P726 illion for the
agency and P9 billicn for the
MMDA.

Bonoan ex liJJ.e j that
many of the pr iects ( re still
ongoing.

Senate Ma ority Leal er Joel
Villanueva earlier blan ed the
flooding in Bulacan tc recla-
mation projects as wel as the
DPWH's failure to fully utilize
its Pl82-bilhon ood- ontrol
budget this Y'~a - Wit Dan-
essa Rivera, nier llan
Ronda, Ceci e erte elipe,
Marc Jayson C abya, Ra-
mon Efren Laz
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By Maricel V. Cruz
A FORMER three-term mayor ofCanda-
ba, Pampanga, on Wednesday expressed
support for the admin-
istration's plan to divert
flood waters from the
province and Bulacan to

- an impounding area in
a portion of the town's
2,000-hectare swamp.

Ex-Candaba Mayor
Jerry Limjoco Pelayo
in a statement said the
water impounding area
will be a long-term so-
lution to the perennial J P I
flooding that besets his erry e ayo
town as well as several other localities
in Pampanga and neighboring Bulacan
province.

"When I was a mayor, I already sug-
gested in a regional development council
meeting that a ring dike is needed
to collect the rainwater. I'm with
the President on this matter.
This could also be beneficial for
aquaculture, irrigation for farmers, and

tourism as well," he said.
Pelayo, known for his hands-on lead-

ership during his tenure as Candaba
mayor, firmly believes that the pro-

posed water im-
pounding project will
not only alleviate the
perennial flooding is-
sue, but also provide a
boost to local industries
and tourism.

He expressed disap-
pointment over Pam-
panga Rep. Ana York

~ Bondoc's reaction to
\ the proposed solution.

In a meeting of Pam-
panga officials with

the President recently, York expressed
strong opposition to the construction
of the water impounding area, saying
that it will result in loss of livelihood
for residents who plant cash crops in
the swamp, when it dries up during the
dry season.

A Cabinet member present at the meet-
ing however said only 200 hectares of the
2,000-hectare swamp will be affected.
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T ~e Iloilo City Gov-
ernment mounted
an inspiring forum
last July 14, Titled

tOWardS a Greener Foot-
rint for Iloilo City: it was
multl-stakeholder forum

carrying the slogan of 'We
Cannot Do Everything, But
~veryone Can Do Some-
thing: The keynote speech
was delivered by Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Marla AnIO-
nla "Toni" Yulc-Lcyzaga.
Other speakers Included
Ilngr. Liza Silerio of SM
Supermalls. and architects
Paulo Alcazaren and Mi-
o/lacla S~ntos-Tayag - and
qf course, there was Iloilo
¥ayor Jury Trenas, host·
irg. orchestrating, and
f11akingall this happen.

Held at SM City lloi-
lO, the f?rum was a lively
eliscussion and exchange
of ideas, that showcased
how a multi·pronged ap-
proach could best serve
l!iS shift towards a green-
e consciousness. Via the
n ulrl-stakeholder format,
a tention was paid 10 best
p act ices, and how to ef·

~

ctivelY turn intent into
a tlon, Too often, environ-

ental action gets mired
iI red tawe. administrative
issues. and/or lack of fol-
low-through. Through this
forum, iloilo - a pioneer
smart city, was making its
"IS. for how success can
b achieved and sustained,
a'ld how t'ley were ready to
le~d the charge and share
these learnings,

One invaluable
le,rning is to find stra-
teglc partners who will
sh~re the load. FOllowing
the slogan of 'Not trying to

'do everything: the forum
showcased how the Local
Government Unit (LGU) of
Iloilo is working with SM
Superm.lls to fast-track
pa~ticul.r munlctpal inltia-
lives such as the city public
markets - ~ win-win situa-
tion for both the LGU and
Ihe private sector partner.

In her message,
Dll~R Sec. rulo-Loyzaga
aCi<l,owled~ed how "Iloilo
is the most modern version

Foot HrwlP'kI t

Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Trona. (center) leads the ribbon cutting ceremony during the Iloilo City's Architecturol Multi.t.okeholder
Forum with the theme, "Towards a Greener Footprint lor Iloilo City'. With him in the photo are: (from left)broadcast journalist
Ces Onion, United Architects of the Philippines (UAP) Committee on Green Architecture Moveme~t Archlt~c: MI~~aelol
Rossette Santos-Tayag, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (OENR) Secretary Mani) Ant~nla TOni Y~lo-
loyz8ga, PGAA Creative Design Principal Designer Architect Paolo ~lcalaren. SM Sllpe~malls P.rogram Director of Environment
and Sustainability Engr.liza Silerio, and UAP Chapter President Architect Carlo John PUlg Debella. ~

of the beautiful coastal garden
city. The Esplanade and other
features that have been In-
vested in overtime are known
internationally, and the con-
servation of her built heritage
highlights the elegance of her
culture."

The greening of her
footprint though. requires ac-
cepting that the city is flood-
prone, with many low-eleva-
tlon areas such as the former
salt beds. That despite the
abundant water sources, the
city Is short of accessible safe
water. Sanitation and solid
waste are issues being ad-
dressed by the progressive
city government but remain SM Superrnalls Program Director of Environment and Sustoinability Engr. Liza Silerio. Photo from
formidable issues they have to DENR.
overcome.

Issues that Iloilo faces, and
Sec. Yulo-Loyzaga pro- providing potential solutions

ceeded to spell out a 13-1ltep to help realize the resilience
program that could help dl- that Mayor Trei\as has made
saster resilience. Notewor- his administration's mission
thy for being specific to the vision. It's founded on cober-

ence, convergence, and syn-
ergy across all sectors, with
a 'whole of-society, as well
as whclc-of-goverumenr' ap-
preach ('n"iIHing that no ceo-
syst£lnl. no ronnnunlty, and no

one is left behlnd.

011 hrhnlf of SM SU
permaus, Eng r. Silerio spoke
about the company's journey
towards sust aiuability and

resilience, and ow they
adapt to climate change
as a member of the pri-
vate sector. As ar integrat·
ed property rna.iagement
company, bulldi 'g shop-
ping malls, reside itial con-
dominiums, effie s, leisure
resorts. hotels, nd con-
vention centers; i' 's always
about innovation nd a 5US·
tamable lif.style offering
convenience and safety to
their customers and the
generai public.

The big dea for
En \r. Silerio. thei guiding
mantra. is 'Build it Right.
Build it Well' Bee iuse that
always means a b iter out·
come, and findin! practi-
cal solutions by leslgnat-
Ing a significant portion of
their Capital Exp nditures
(CAPEX) to inccrp rrate re-
siliency. sustainab liry, and
nrefll t~chnolop,y In lhelr
infrastructure des lils.

SM City iarikina.
SM City Maslnag, and SM
Mall of Asia were he three
concrete example of how
this stralrgy finds .1 footing
ill rulity and beco nes part
of Ihe value proposition of
any SM property a d/or de-
velopmpnt. SM Cill Marik-
ina, located close 0 a riv-
er with a history cf severe
ngg~m§:!~BHH~~II 1!U!f:
SM City Masinag has a rain-
water catchment facility,
with a 17.681 cubic meter
water capacity. eq rivalent
to 1 Olympic-size swim-
ming pools. With SM Mail
of Asia, a seawall levated
by 4.5 meters protects the
mail from storm s rges of
rising sea levels. There's
also a Wive retu nand
drainage channel s~ item.

These arc ju t some
exan pies of rcsilien design
and technology, and how it
changes based on t~, prop-
erty', specific issues. And
that'. why the ongoing col-
laboration with Iloilo City,
a convergence of rrivate
sector know-how wl h good
governance. holds much
prom se for this vi Ion of
a gre ner Iloilo. It's game
pIon for l1oilo'~ Ile~r uture,
and it's aligned with he vi-
sion of Mayor Trenas
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Punish violators of
plastic waste law

year after the passage of the landmark Ex-
tended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Act that
compelled large corporations to manage their
plastic packaging wastes that are choking wa-
terways and filling up landfills, compliance has
been disappointingly dismal.

The Department of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) has revealed that as of
July, only 16.55 percent or just 662 of around
4,000 enterprises registered with the Depart-

Tent of Trade and Industry had submitted to the Nation-
ql Solid Waste Management Commission their programs
for the proper management of their plastic wastes. These
include plastic bags, sachets, labels, laminates, and both
rigid and flexible plastic used for such products as bever-
age bottles, cutlery, plates, and straws, and shampoos and
instant noodles, respectively.

Given these appalling numbers as of June this year, the
llIENRlaunched a timely campaign with the United Nations
Development Programme to generate increased awareness
df the EPR concept and get the "obliged enterprises" -com-
q,anies with assets worth at least P100 million-to comply
and help the country win the war against plastic.

An amendmentto Republic Act No. ·9003or the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, the EPR Act requires
large-scale companies and enterprises to be environmental-
ly responsible throughout the life cycle of their products-

. from manufacturing, usage, and post-consumer stage-by
establishing programs and mechanisms that ensure the ef-
fective reduction, recovery, treatment, and recycling and dis-
posal of their wastes, especially plastic packaging.

The performance standards have been set out: By end of
this year, the covered companies must demonstrate the recov-
~ry or diversion of 20 percent of their 2022 plastic packaging
fpotprint; then up to 40 percent by next year, and by a to-per-
cent increase every year until it hits 80 percent by 2028.

The urgency of these actions cannot be overstated as the
Philippines produces as much as 61,000 metric tons (MT) of
solid waste every day, a significant volume of which is plastic
packaging. As DENR Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
noted, of the "more than 163 million plastic sachet packets,
48 million shopping bags, and 45 million thin-film bags a day,
33 percent are disposed of in landfills and dumpsites, and
around 35 percent are leaked into the open environment and
eventually into our oceans and fields." Indeed, a 2021Science
Advances study pointed out that the Philippines was the sin-
gle largest contributor to oce~ plastic waste at 356,371MT_._

Fortunat~e of the largest multinationals n the
country have taken the EPR Act to heart and have invested
in the proper management of their production and pack-
aging waste. Some had. started even prior to the pass age of
the law in keeping with their global commi ent to mini-
mize their impact on the planet. The Coca -Cola COlTpany,
for one,launched in 2018 its "World Without Waste" pro-
gram by getting back as many of its bottles and cans, that
are then recycled into new ones to keep them from be com-
ing wastes. In the Philippines, the company invested in a
recycling facility, and supported the set-up of over 800
collection points nationwide for used PET plastic bo tles.

Nestle Philippines, meanwhile, said it has been 'plas-
tic neutral" for three years, as it collects the same vc lume
of plastic that it produces. As of July 2023, it has coIl ected
77 million kilograms of post-consumer plastic waste over
three years.

Tax incentives given by the EPR Act have given .arge-
scale companies another reason to follow the law Per-
suasion, however, can only go so far. With compliance
rates at such a low level, it's time for the Marcos adr.iinis-
tration to take more drastic measures such as pena izing
noncompliant companies. Under the law, companies that
do not register their EPR programs that pass DENR stan-
dards, or fail to meet their mandated diversion ta -gets,
will be fined from P5 million up to P20 million, and their
business permits suspended. It is time to crack the whip
and impose the penalties on the noncompliant co pa-
nies, and release this information to the public not nere-
ly to shame but to convey the message that the go zern-
ment is serious in implementing the law.

• Congress can reinforce such sanctions by passing a law
imposing an excise tax on single-use plastics to urge com-
panies to find other environment-friendly alternativ. 'S.

Undoubtedly, complying with the law co es at a arice,
and will impact the operations of covered companies This
is where cooperation from various sectors-from cor sum-
ers to experts, government, and private firms-can come
into play so that best practices can be shared and emu ated.

Time, however, is of the essence. As Yulo- Loyzaga said,
the Philippines is "losing the war" against plastic, and it is
a war that the country cannot afford to lose Bold a:tion
and game-changing financial and operational sacr fices
must be made if we are to prevent far greater conseqi enc-
es-such as severe natural disasters-from affecting lives
and livelihood in the future.
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Pointo View
, .,rhe sc.ourge of plastic
, r'~'dn indigenous pe'ople ,"...,., .

By MARIAN LEDESMA
, ,- /0.. ,.' .

, Indigenous people may not at every stage of the plastic
be your fitst .thought when death cycle." He refers to
communitiesaffected by plas- 'I plastic's life cycle as a death
tic pollution are discussed, ;' cycle because of the grave
but the truth is that they are in outcomes plastic has had for
the midst of some of the worst- their communities.
impacts of plastic. The fact is Really, the negative effects
that plastic is ,~verywhere - begin at the earliest phases

.'from the highest mountains . of plastic's life - extraction
\ to the deepest parts of our '. and production - and from
oceans - and that every stage of plastic's the very start, it is already dire. Indig-
life has harmful effects on people and enous territories are encroached upon
the natural environmeht, both ~sult- by plastic-producing industries, which,
ing in an enormous toll on indigenous oftenoperate near or within indigenous
people.' . lands and waters. The extraction of fossil

The International Day (jf the World's fUels.tised to make 99 percent of plastics
Indigenous People comes on the'heels.of are' frequently in indigenous territo-
Plastic-FreeJuly and there should be more des, causing land degradation, water
conversation about how the plastic crisisr' contamination, deforestation and even
affects indigenous people. Living in close indigenous lands being stolen.
connection with nature and depending on In Texas, representatives from the
the environment for their livelihoods and Carrizo / Comecrudo tribe have spoken
cultural practices, indigenous groups are out against the extractive industries
one of the most vulrterable groups to this responsible for destroying sacred sites
crisis. From the adverse effects of petro- and polluting the earth and the waters
chemical operations to relentless plastic in their territories. To add to these injus-
production DY corporations polluting tices, there is often a lack of legal protec-
traditional lands and waters, there are tions and Widespread sUI?port, making
undeniable atrocities against indigenous •them more vulnerable to exploitation
people that have persisted for so long, while having the least or no contribution
brought about by corporate greed and to the environmental problem:
industrial damages. If we think about it, we should actu-

In the Philippines, the Badjao have ally be looking to them for the answers.
experienced firsthand how plastic can Indigenous people and traditional com-
disrupt livelihoods and upend lives. munities in places all over the world
,They are seafaring people, with the have historically been plastic-free and,
ocean playing a big part in their daily for the most part, have practiced zero
life, history and culture. Their reliance waste, a way of life which has long been
on marine and coastal ecosystems for affected by colonization and the systent~·
their livelihood and food is threatened ic wiping Out of indfgehotls traditions.
by plastic pollution's contamination of TheIgorotpracticeofayyewhereinthe
traditional fishing grounds and degra- Philippines, for example, is an indigenous
dation of wildlife habitats. Plastic debris concept of reusing and recycling waste
obstructs fishing nets and traps, making which has inspired waste management.
it hard to catch enough fish for income initiatives. We can easily see how thiscon-
and even just for subsistence. .' c pt rooted inreuse can also be applied to

The impact on the Badjao's ability to upstream solutions like refill and reuse
make a living has also become a factor systems. Studies have also highlighted
in their migration to highly urbanized indigenous-led solutions as vital parts to
cities, where they are discriminated ending plastic pollution. .
against, experience othering an~ end up ., The fight, to end plastic pollution
living and working in unjust conditions. cuts ~attoss national borders, g~.nders,

Plastic polJutl~r'~, tfapsvpun4a~}' socio-economic classes. ,and ethnicity.
nature makes the Issue more Complex. We need a glotal plastics ~ty that
Indigenous gro'1ps in Pacific lsland will recognize Jndigenous rights and
nations with similar cultural; social knowledge, ensure access artd ~Mtici-
and economic connections to the ocean pation of indigenous communities and
as the, Badjao suffer from a range of .other vulnerable groups and obligate

.activities and impacts along plastic's countries to implement-a phase-dcwn ,
supply chain, such as emissions from of plastic production: .
plastic production contributing to cli- The plastic pollution crisis is a stark
mate change, waste dumping at sea, reminder that all life on Earth is inter-
persistent organic pollutants, discarded dependent. By embracing a Plastics
'fishing gear and unregulated imports. In Treaty centering on people's rights and
the Inuit homelands in the Arctic; plastic addressing the plastic crisis at its rootslof
pollution from the'south as well as local extraction and production, We choose to
sources has ,had negative effects on the stand in solid-arity with those who have
Inuit's wellbeing. been the guardians of the planet since

But these impacts ate not just limited time immemorial.
to' coastal indigenous communities, - Only through collective action and
because the plastic's entire life puts in- commitment - especially from those
digenous people at risk. In a statement with the most power and resources -
during the global plastics treaty nego- "can we hope to restore the harmony
tiations in Paris early this year.Frankie between humankind 'and nature, and

om~m m ~ I!~~fN tJ ~,M~~ j~~1~I l' I ~ I~1u,
succinctly describes this injustice: "In- for all - where no one is left behind.
digenous People bear a disproportionate •.
~u.rden ?f the .impacts of plastic pollu- : Marian Ledesma Is the Zero Waste
!:ion,while their fights are undermined CUlI1pnignet at Greetipeace Sou,tlteastA,sia,
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Koica, USAID to combat Manila Baypollution
TIE South Korean government.

through the Korean International
Cooperation Agency (Koica) and

the United States government, repre-
sented bythe USAgencyforInternational
Development (USAID). have 'signed a
grantpartnershipagreementworthP27.7
milliT ($ 500.000) to address maritime
pollution in Manila Bay.

Ac.cordingtothe forrner'sembassy. the
grant funding will supplement the exist-
ingP426.2million($ 7.7million)allocated
for the "Enhancement of Marine Litter
Management in Manila Bay (EMLM)"
project: a five-year initiative led by Kolea
and the DepartmentofEnvironmentand
Natural Resources.

EMLM aims to strengthen Manila
Bay's environmental protection sys-
tem and promote behavioral changes
to combat marine litter. It encompasses
the development of a comprehensive'
"Marine Litter Management Strategy:
capadty-buildingprograms. theconstruc-
tion and operation of a clean-up vessel.
community-awareness initiatives, and
the establishment of pilot communities
showcasingef£ectivewastecollectionand
segregation practices.

CONSTANT DIALOGUE: KEY TO GREAT DIPLOMACY In a Stnatt meeting with the Japan-Philippines Puli.'tmenUrlans Friend·
shIp lugue led by its president Moriyama Hiroshi, Senate President Juan Miguel f. lubiri discussed stronger inter-parliamentary cooperation on
trade, security and defense, agriculture, infrastructure, tourism as well as people-to-people exellanies. The occasion mulled tile lint time In nine
years that the organization had (ome to the Philippines for an official parliamentary visit. Present in the meeting were (from lett) Amb. K~uhiko Ko·
shikawa, Hon. Aoyama Yamato, Hon. Miyauchi Hideko, Hon. Otsuka Taku, Hon. Okuno Shinsuke, Hon. Moriyama Hiroshi, lublri, Sen. Ma Joseta Imelda
"Imec' R.MilrtOS,Senate Pro Tempore Lorna Regina "Loren" B. Legarda, Sen. Ma. Lourdes "Nancy" S. Binay, Sen. Mary Gratt S. Pot·l!amanmes, Sen.
Mark A.Villar, Sen. Rafael "Raffy" T.Tulfo, Sen. Joseph Victor "lV' G. Ej~rcito, Sen. Sherwin T.Gatchalian, and Amb. Mylene Gardl Albano.
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ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION RESCUES 17 ENDANGERED NATIVE TREE SPECIES IN ILOe SORT
PALAWAN; RENEWS COMMITMENT TO LAUNCH MORE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS

By nneth M. del Rosario

Savmg the country's native trees
from extinction is a tall order, but
one that needs td be taken seriously,
wit~ no further delay, and with full
corrirnitment, if stakeholders are to
succeed,

It becomes an even more urgent
situation knowing that about 47 per-
cen of local native tree species are
threatened with extinction, mainly
due to urbanization, development,
andeabitat loss due to agriculture.

~ne Development Corpora-
tion (ED~ knows this all too well,
whifh is why it wastes no time
lauItching extensive environmental
pro~ams that include forest resto-
rati n, protection of forests with-
in atersheds, and advocacy and
mainstreaming of Philippine native
trees, The organization is also in-
volved in biodiversity conservation
and~rovi4es support to locai com-
muxr:ies within the company's ar-
eas f operation. .

ne of EDC's most important
proj cts is the Global Tree Assess-
ment (GTA), an initiative with the
B09Jlic Gardens Conservation
International (BGeI) that aims to
research and compile extinction
risk infonnation on all tree species
wordwide.

tlINHL through the BGCHund-

ed GTA. has undertaken assess-
ments for 1,470 Philippine endemic
and near endemic tree species; 919
of these has been published in the
meN Red List Online. .

BINHI is EDC's corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR),.which has
become one of the largest corpo-
rate-led greening programs. The
project focuses on premium native
trees because they are well adapted
to the country's forests and have the
chance to thrive better. They also
won't harm existing plants around
them.

Of the first 800 global tree as-
sessments, 49 were added to the
BINHI priority species list. There are
now a total of 145 priority species,
49 of which are considered critical-
ly endangered and island endemic
species, limited to areas of Ilocos
Norte, Palawan, Samar, and Davao.
These are species that are highly
susceptible to becoming extinct in
the near future.

Rediscovery of species
Committed to conserving and

advocating for species, EOC priori-
tized species rescue, inventory, and
documentation for seven target spe-
cies in Ilocos Norte and 15spedes in
Palawan in 2022. This underscores
EOC's commitment to put forward
conservation efforts once data on

The Kibatalia Elmeri was one
of the Philippine native species
that EDC's.BINHI team was able
to identify and locate in Burgos,
lIocos, Norte.

important opportunity to propagate
the samples in nurseries later on.

On June 24. 2022, the EDC re-
newed its partnership with the
DENR for the AAWS program, fur-'
ther highlighting the rediscovery
survey of the new 49 priority spe-
cies. It also signals the start of a col-
laboration between the two insti-
tutions for the adoption of the GTA
efforts with llGel.

Continuing recognitions
EDCrecently received accolades

for BINHI. At the recently held 2023
Tambuli Asia Pacific Awards, BINHI
won the top Gold citation under the
Care for the Environment category
of the Susiainability & Corporate
Purpose division and went on to re-
ceive the event's hlghest commen-
dation possible-the Grand Prix-
considered the best among all other

. Gold winners across the division's

EDC's BINHI team led by Ronino Gibe and Jimson Solatre witb UP
Sierra Madre Land Grant Project Manager, UPLB Professor Pastor
Malabrigo, Jr, and forest guards from DENR-CENTRO Bangui lIocos
Norte were able to locate and account for seven additional species in
Kalbaryo-Patapat Natural Park, Adams/Hoeos Norte, - ese s ecies
will be added to the company's 96 flagship BINHI Philippine n tive
species that it will propagate.

assessment has been gathered.
Fortunately, all seven species

from Ilocos Norte, as well as 10 out
of 15 so far in Palawan, have been
accounted for.

Species found in Ilocos Norte
include rnalapimpi, butungou,
ginayang. malabayaon, barakit-
id, Sorsogon Lanutan, and Elmer
pasnit. On the other hand, species
found in Palawan include the Pala-
wanlanutan, tagobahi, baris, panin-
git, karakuat, Iwahig maIaruhat, and
Pulgar lamuto.

The organization also collected

various categories.
Another EDC corporate social

responsibility (CSR) initiative, the
Baslay coffee project in its South-
ern Negros Geothermal Project,
also won a Silver award under the
Inclusive Growth category in the
same division. The Baslay program
has been engaging slash-and-burn
or "kaingin" farmers for over three
decades and capacitating them with
organic coffee farming and retail as
an alternative livelihood

Building on these recognitions,
. EDCwill be holding an in-situ resto-

ration or actual conservation efforts
that will be launched to improve the
habitat of species found, specifically
those found in lIocos Norte. After
which, the continuation of the spe-
cies survey for areas of Samar and
Davao will ensue.

In-Situ Conservation involves
partnering with local government
units to improve local environmen-
tal policies, raise awareness among
communlties about tree spedes of
interest, and build the capadty of
stakeholders to implement appro-
priate local conservation actions.

All of this underscores the fact
that there's still a long way to go be-
fore native tree species are fully pro-
tected. But with the efforts of EDC
and partner organizations, the next
generation may wake up to a much
greener, more sustainable planet.

seedlings for some specie and is
now collaborat ng with reg nal and
local DENR un ts and othe partner
organizations (like the Kat la Foun-
dation in Pala wan) for p otection
and conservation efforts 1 nder its
BINfII Adopt A Wildlife Species
(AAWS)program.

When it started, one 0 the first
tasks BINHI did was rescue the first
96· most enda igered tree.s in the
country, making sure they omplet-
ed the bank of l ds for th : endan-
gered native tr e Because of this
crucial mission, they now lave the
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By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

The Philippines is seeing a
50percent surge in the cost of
reinsurance amid increased
risk to natural calamities
as climate change worsens,
making non-life insurance
products more expensive.

In a briefing yesterday, of-
ficials of Malayan Insurance
Co. Inc. said premiums for

.non-life insurance products
have been rising largely due
tohardening reinsurance rate
and poor risk rating of the
Philippines.

It should be noted that
reinsurance coverage keeps
companies solvent and op-
erational despite paying for
large losses. It is the largest
component in every insur-
ance product.

Malayan senior vice pres-
ident and chief underwrit-
ing officer Eden Tesoro said
the cost of reinsurance has
gone up by 50 percent this
year, especially for catas-
trophe-exposed countries
like the Philippines. Also
factored in are the impacts
of the pandemic and global
tensions that drove prices
up.

"Reinsurers have done
mainly two things: with-
draw from the market or
continue to give support
but at a limited amount,"
Tesoro said.

"Now, they have priced it
much more than what it was
before.And when you have a
key ingredient that increases
its cost,that also increases the
price of non-life products,"
she said.

For instance, an individ-
ual that has a house insured
is now paying a premium of
P3,798.63,up from P2,532.42
previously.

Tesoro explained that
over the past three decades,
the industry can get away
with a limited increase,
sometimes even zero, but
this has now jumped sig-
nificantly.

This, as reinsurers glob-
ally tend to recover not only
from a certain region, but
across all areas of opera-
tions.

The Philippines topping
the World Risk Index 2022.
in terms of risk from natural

calamities and conflict also
has a negative irnpac t on
how global reinsurers orice
Philippine risks.

Tesoro emphasized that
such an increasewould hkely
stay the same for anc ther
year as reinsurers do no t just
look at past instances but
are pricing for exposun and
potential hit.

"These things do not
change overnigh and", uld
likely stick for a hile," Tes-
oro said.

As such, the non-life insur-
ance sector are losing cl.ents
given more expensive premi-
ums, with the retail segment
the first to be eroded, such
as household and pen nal
insurance being the lost
price sensitive.

Tesoro said adding to the
challenge is the burde n of
coping with various nat nal
and local gove erv axes
and fees, such as alue-ldd-'
ed tax, documentary st lffiP
tax, and other service t. es,
among others.

The Insurance Com nis-
sion and the pri ate se ctor
are now reviewing the: ir sur-
ance tax system to maxe it
more reasonable.

"We are not saying that
we should not be taxed But
to review where we a °e if
we compare ou sel es to
our Southeast A .n pe ~rs,"
Tesoro 'said.

The insurance sectc r is
currently slapped with a oout
24 to 25 percent in comb ned
taxes as compared to the
seven to 12 percent in neigh-
boring economies.

Further, Tesoro is lr ok-
ing at a further decline in
the share of the s ctor tc the
country's gross domestic
product (GDP) a pre d icts
become more expensive.

Currently, insurance 1'en-
etration of the sector is at
1.75percent of GDP.Of t aat,
less than 0.5 percent is ac-
counted for in the non life
segment.

Amember of the Yuchcng-
co Group of Cornpan.es,
Malayan is authorizec to
underwrite the follow ng:
aviation, engineermg, j ire,
property, marin mis el-
laneous casual ty, motu 'aI,
personal accident, tra vel
insurance, and surety bon s.
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N what may be a hopeful sign,
negotiations to craft an agree-
entJhat would permit large-

cale eep-sea mining fell apart
ast week after it became clear

~at a growing number of gov-
1rnme IS, major corporations,
,nd p~rhaps most importantly,
tre ba~king sector, actually do
not want their brands and busi-
nesses ~ssociated with wholesale
gestruction of the ocean environ-

l
ent.The collapse of the talks is

reprieve rather than a victory
r anti-mining forces, as the de-

ate will resume again when the
I tern1tional Seabed Authority
(SA) reconvenes next year, but
i at least buys time for building
a stro ger environmental and
economic case against the utterly

arebrained, greed-driven idea.
The 'SA is a UN-backed body

t sked with regulating the explo-
r tion and exploitation of deep-
s a minerals in the 70 percent
o so of the world's seas that do
n t fall under any national ju-
ri diction as territorial waters or

clusi e economic zones.

BEN
KRITZ

some, as the small Pacific countries
are more at risk than anyone else
from the rest ofthe world's wanton
environmental destruction. but on
the other hand. their economies
do not have much else going for
them, and the possibility of va SI

riches from undersea minerals is
just too tantalizing to ignore.

Since the usual "because it's
there" argument for miner.rl
exploitation is no longer fashion-
able.the rationale for opening up
large-scale undersea mining was
that "the resources are necessary
for the energy transition." TI-.e
rapid expansion of manufactur-
ing of batteries and componen .s
for renewable energy system has
caused a great deal of concern a~
to whether known reserves on
land will be sufficient. To aggra-
vate that situation. some of th e
minerals critical to productioi ,
such as cobalt, are concentrat ,j
'in politically inconvenient places.

On the other side of the d bate
over undersea mining are grave
concerns about the potentia I
environmental damage of strip.

The amount of minerals such as
manganese. cobalt and nickel that
are believed to lie at the bottom of
the sea is astounding. The world's
richest patch, the Clipperton-Clar-
ion Fracture Zone, an area in the
Pacific between Hawaii and Mexico
that is about the size of India. Paki-
stan and Bangladesh combined, is
thought to hold between $8 trillion
and $16 trillion in minerals. The (SA
has issued 19 licenses for mineral
exploration in the zone, but the
issuance of any licenses for actual
extraction is on hold for now.

The main push to complete an
agreement that would allow the is-
suance of those licenses came from
the Chinese government, in keep-
ing with its policy of striving to
be the world's cancer, several large
mining conglomerates. and the
Pacific Island nation of Nauru. The
latter might come as a surprise to
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mining the seafloor. Very I ttle is
known about the ecology f the
deep ocean floor, but enough is
known that the potential harm
from the destruction of seafloor
habitats and the release of vast
volumes of sediment containing
toxic metals (an be reaso ably
described. However, scientists
db admit that most of what
happens in the world's oceans
is a mystery - we know more
about deep space than \ e do
about the deep oceans, s mply
because it is so challenging to
study the depths. And that IS the
real problem: Until the potential
environmental damage GIn be
explained with reliable ace tracy
and corresponding mitigation
measures are developed, nany
are not willing to take a chance
on doing irreparable harm.

Who are the "many"? So far, 21
countries have declared the.r op-
position to undersea mining or at
least undersea mining right now,
calling for either an outrigh ban
on it, a moratorium or a precau-

ri 12
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tionary pause" until more research
can be completed to better inform
the development of a treaty. The - _
latest countries to join the call
for a moratorium were mining
powerhouses Canada and Brazil,
which issued their declarations
while the ISAtalks were underway
last month. Several high-profile
corporations have also declared
they would not use ocean-sourced
minerals' in their supply chains
due to environmental concerns;
the most notable of these are Sam- .
sung, BMW, Volvo and Coogle's
parent company Alphabet.

In the end, however, the same
. thing driving the would-be un-

derwater gold rush - money -
appears to be the thing thatmight
kill it. The preemptive declaration
by some of the world's biggest
industries that there would not
be a market for ocean-sourced
minerals seems to have given
some potential investors reasons
to be. sk~ptical, at least accord-
ing to global· ratings giant Fitch.
In a statement earlier this week,
Fitch said that activities seen as
destructive to biodiversity, such
as riverine tailings disposal and
mountaintop removal mining,
are already commonly targeted
for portfolio exclusions, and that
seabed extraction is likely to be
regarded in the same COntext.
"This could negatively affect
future deep-sea mining develop-
ment through reduced access to
capital, particularly if deep-sea
mining is subject to negative

. screening by environmental,
social and governance (ESG)-
conscious investors," said Fitch.

As thoughto underscore Fitch's
point, 37 financial institutions
and investment groups submitted
a joint statement to the ISAduring
the talks "urging governments to
protect the ocean and not proceed
with deep seabed mining until the
environmental, social and eco-
nomic risks are comprehensively
understood, and alternatives to
deep-sea minerals have been fully
explored." Many of the signatories
are already specialists in sustain-
able investment, but a few note-
worthy ones are not, including
French insurance giantAllianz and
public bank La Banque Postale
group; major Dutch insurance
group ASRNederland; and the CZ
Group, which is the money be-
hind the Czech firearms industry,
including the American firearms
giant Colt, which it now owns.
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E' d i tor i a Z
Are we properly managing

our natural capital?

ACOMMENTARY earlier this week by Lei Lei Song, the
director of the Asian Development Bank's (ADB) eco-
nomic analysis and operational support division, made

a strong c~se for economic policymakers to do something that
is not common practice now:. integrate the. country's natural
capital into economic planning. Reflecting on Dr. Song's
analysis reveals that, encouragingly, the Philippines, at least
under the present Marcos Jr. administration, could be fairly
described as being ahead of the game with respect to consider-
ing the role and value of the country's "natural capital.' But
it could also be just as fairly said that much more should be
dan~to m:Udlhlze natural capital's value whlle preserving it
for future generations.
. That may all sound a bit esoteric, so let's take a step back and
clarify the subject. "Natural capital" is defined as a country's
renewable and non-ren'ewable resources, including minerals,

I soil, air, water and all living things: in short, all the compo-
nents of the environment not built or created by people. Some
natural assets are easy to understand, such as clean water for
drinking !lnd irrigation, mineral resources. and natural fish
populations in our seas that are harvested for food. Others are
less tangible but no less important, as they provide advantages
such as nutrient cyclmgpolltriauon, protection from natural
hazards, and climate regulation, as well as cultural and "qual-
ity of life' benefits. A mangrove forest, for example, protects
against flooding from storm surges, serves as a carbon sink,
and provides a habitat for a vast variety of wildlife.
No one with any sense of decency would argue that the

mangrove forest is not important and should not be protected,
and' as we noted above, the current government has raised
environmental conservation in its list of priorities as well as
taking other initiatives to reduce human impact. Measures
such as the policy of prioritizing renewable energy develop-
ment, or the recently implemented Extended Producers' Re-
sponsibility Act aimed at reducing plastic pollution have the
effect of slowing the rate at which our natural capital is spent.
And so far, it seems to be working. A few days ago, on

August 4 to be exact, the world marked what is known as
'Overshoot Day,' the date each year that the world' uses
more resources than the environment can replace' in the same
year. The date has been a few days earlier each year, but it
differs from country to country, with some; particularly the
resource-poor desert countries of the Middle East, reaching
their "overshoot day' as early as February. The Philippines,
however, is among the relatively few countries in the world
that does· not have its own "overshoot day." So far, we have
managed to avoid living beyond our natural means, and it is
heartening that government policy for the most part supports
keeping it that w'!y. I

The problem, as Song asserts, is that even good environmen-
tal and resource management policies are treated as something
apart from economic policy; if they are connected at all, it is
usually only when they act as a constraint or modifier, such as
when an environmental impact assessment must be made to
determine the scope of a permit for a new mining project or
some bit of infrastructure. Natural capital. Song argues, is still
capital, and it ought to be accounted for in economic planning .
. Just exactly how policymakers should go about doing that
is a bit vague. The ADB expert recommends developing better
systematic approaches to assigning a value to natural capital.
. adjusting pricing and risk approaches, more carefully assess-
ing supply and demand, and - the mantra-like refrain of
all multilateral development banks and other development
finance institutions these days - mobilizing more interna-
tional and domestic capital to manage natural assets ..
We believe that it may not need to be that complicated,

at least to start integrating natural capital into economic
planning. All that really needs to be done is to add another
dimension to planning and determine the long-term cost or
gain in natural assets from carrying out any sortcfdevel-
opment. Many values of things - such as the value of the
mangrove forest in terms of the likely monetary cost a flood
would cause if it were not there - are already known, thus
it is just a matter of expanding the accounting.
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EI Nino could imperil Australia's Great Barrier
SYDNEY,Australia: Australia's Great"
Barrier Reef could deteriorate
if warming 0' ean temperatures
spark another mass coral bleach-
ing event later is year, the coun- .
try's top marin science body said
on Wedgesda

'. Sections of the reef had been
showing prom sing signs.of recov- .
ery until a bleaching event in 2022
turned swathes of the vibrant coral
a sickly, pale ~hite.
The Australian Institute of Ma-

rine Science said that, although
the reefs condition had stabilized
during this year's" relatively mild H

summer, it remained in a precari-
ous position.
David Wachenfeld, the insti-

tute's research director, said the
reef was at "increased risk with
climate change driving more
frequent and severe bleaching
events."
Australia's weather bureau has

said it is "likely" an EI Nino
weather pattern will develop over
the country in the coming weeks,

bringing warmer ocean tempera-
tures to the Pacific - and renew-
ing the risk of coral bleaching.
Globally, the average ocean

temperature has been topping
seasonal heat records regularly
since April.
Wachenfeld said the reef was'

"only one large-scale disturbance
away from a rapid reversal of re-
cent recovery."
Australia was given a brief re-

prieve earlier this yearwhen a team
of United Nations experts left the
fading wonder off a list of heritage
sites considered "in danger,"
The reef is one of Australia's

premier tourist attractions, .and
putting it on the in-danger list
could substantially tarnish its al-
lure for international visitors.
The United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (Unesco) considered
listing the reef after a damning re-
port in 2021 but held off following
intense lobbying from Australia's
previous conservative government.
I . .

e f

REEF AT R IS K Aschool of fish swim above (orals on Moore
Reef in Gunggandji Sea Country, off the eeast of Queensland state
eastern Australia on Nov. 13,2022. AP FILE PHOTO
Instead, the agency has set up Barrier Reef in 2016,2017,2020

a monitoring mission within and 2022.
Australia to assess the impact of Researcher Mike Emslie said
pollution, fishing, climate change even the most m nor bleaching
and coral bleaching. event was enough to "put the
It first raised the alarm about the brakes" on the reefs recovery.

reefs deterioration in 2010. "This means the reef is still at
Marine heat waves have caused risk of decline from more frequent

mass coral bleaching on the Great disturbances, n he added. AFP
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SCIENTISTSare wondering if global
warming and EINino have an accom-
plice i fueling this summer's record-
shattering heat.

TheEurope~ndimate agency Copernicus
reported that J~lywas one-third ofa degree
Celsius~ix-tenths ofa degree Fahrenheit)
hotter than the old record.That'sa bump in
heat that isso recent and so big,especially
in the ~ans and even more so in the North
Atlantic,that scientistsare spliton whether
somethirg else (ould be at work.

Scientists agree that by far the
biggest cause of the recent extreme
warming is cli~ate change from the
burning of coal, oil and natural gas that
has triggered ~long upward trend in
temperatures, A natural EINino, a tem-
porary warming of parts-of the Pa'lific
that changes weather worldwide, adds a
smaller boost. But some researchers say
another factor must be present.

"What we are seeing is more than just
EINinoon top of climate change,' Coperni-
cus Director Carlo Buontempo said.

One surprising source of added
warmth could be cleaner air result-
ing from new shipping rules. Another
possible cause is 165 million tons (150
million metric tons) of water sp@w@d
into the atmosphere by a volcano. Both
ideas are under investigation.

The cleaner air
possibility

Florida State University climate
scientist Michael Diamond says ship-
ping is "probably the prime suspect."
Maritime shipping has for decades
used dirty fuel that gives off particles
that reflect sunlIght in a process that
actually cools the climate and masks
some of global warming.

In 2020, international shipping rules
took effect that cut as much 80% of those
cooling particles, which was a "kind of
shock to the system;' said atmospheric
scientist TIanleYuanof NASAand the
University of Maryland Baltimore County.
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with low clouds, making them brighter
and more reflective, but that's not
happening as much now, Yuan said. He
tracked changes in clouds that were
associated with shipping routes in the
North Atlantic and North Pacific, both
hot spots this summer.

In those spots, and to a lesser extent
globally, Yuan's studies show a possible
warming from the loss of sulfur pollu-
tion. And the trend is in places where it
really can't be explained as easily by EI
Nino, he said.

"There was a cooling effect that was
persistent year after year, and suddenly
you remove that:'Yuan said.

Diamond calculates a warming of
about 0.1 degrees Celsius(0.18 degrees
Fahrenheit) by midcentury from shipping
regulations. The level of warming could be
five to 10 times stronger in high shipping
areas such as the North Atlantic.

Aseparate analysis by climate
scientists Zeke Hausfather of Berkeley
Earth and Piers Forster of the University
of leeds projected half of Diamond's
estimate.

Scientists look for
other 'heat' factors

Hunga Ha'apai undersea volcano in the
South Pacific blew, sending more than
165 million tons of water, which is a
heat-trapping greenhouse gas as vapor,
according to University of Colorado
climate researcher Margot Clyne, who
coordinates international computer
simulations for climate impacts of the
eruption. .

The volcano also blasted 550,000
tons (500,000 metric tons) of sulfur
dioxide into the upper atmosphere.

The amount of water'ls so abso-
lutely crazy, absolutely ginormous,' said
Holger Vomel, a stratospheric water-
vapor scientist at the National Center fur
Atmospheric Research who published a
study on the potential climate effects of·

"the eruptioh.' I, 'I I<;~,

Volmer said the water vapor went
too high in the atmosphere to have a
noticeable effect yet, but that effects
could emerge later.

A couple of studies use computer
models to show a warming effect from !

all that water vapor. One study, which
has not yet undergone the scientific
gold standard of peer review, reported
this week that the warming could range
from as much as 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit) of added warm- {
ing in some places to 1 degree Celsius
(1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) of cooling
elsewhere.

But NASAatmospheric sdentist
Paul Newman and former NASA ~
atmospheric scientist Mark Schoeberl i
said those climate models are missing
a key ingredient: the cooling effect 00
the sulfur. I

Normally huge volcanic eruptions,
like 1991's Mount Pinatubo, can cool [
Earth temporarily with sulfur and other I
particles reflecting sunlight. However, I
Hunga Tonga spouted an unusually high
amount of water and low amount of I
cooling sulfur.

The studies that showed warming
from Hunga Tonga didn't incorporate
sulfur cooling, which is hard to do,
Schoeberl and Newman said. Schoeberl, ~
now chief scientist at Science and Tech- [
nology Corp. of Maryland, published a
study that calculated a slig~t overall
cooling - 0.04 degrees Celsius (0.07
degrees Fahrenheit).

Did the volcano do it?

In January 20n the,Hunga Ionqa-
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Just because different computer
simulations. conflict with each other
"that doesn't mean science' s wrong,"
Un'iversity of Colorado's Clyne said. -It
just means that we haven't reached a
consensus yet. We're still ju. t figuring
it out."

Lesser suspects

Lesser suspects in the search
include a dearth of Atri an dust,
which cools like su fur pollution, as
well as changes in he jet stream
and a slowdown in ocear currents.

Some no .. ve at recent I

solar storms aRdincrea~ sunspot activity :
in the sun's ll-year cyck and Iated
that Earth'snearest sta may be a prit. For
decades, scientistshave tracked sunspots and I

solarstorms, and they don't matct> warming ,
temperatures, BerkeleyEarthchiefscientist :
RobertRohdesaid.

Solar storms were stron
years ago, but there is mor
flOW;' he sald..

20 and 30,
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.SMC VOWS more help in flood-control efforts
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the Pasig. TulIahan and San est conglomerate by revenues sant rains. nia Yulo-Loyzaga in a recent undertake these efforts for fre
Juan rivers, all three waterways and assets wants to help solve San Miguel president and meeting, where he detailed because it has a bigstake in th
are Hawing more freely again the perennial flooding issue CEO Ramon Ang made this the progress that the firm has area in general and Bula
thanks to the Pj-billion cleanup in Central Luzon, several ar- commitment to Department of made in its river restoration in particular, namely the

Jter removing over 2 million drive of SanMiguelCorp(SMC). eas of which were swamped Environment and Natural Re: efforts. MRT7project the Bulacan
)05 of solidwaste and silt from Now, the country's larg- in recent weeks due to inces- sources Secretary Maria Anto- San Miguel has offered to BulkWater Supplyfadlity 8----~----~~~----------------------~------------~-----------

~~~ and the P74o-billionFROM B1 New Manila Inter-
national Airport.

With the conglomerate's
technical expertise and fi-
nancial muscle, hopefully the
floods of the last three weeks
will be the last the area will
experience for a long time.
-DAXIM L. LUCAS

Stamp of approval'
When Danny Yu stepped

in as PLDT Inc.'s new chief fi-
nancial officer (CFO) in May,
he was served with a (very)
tall order: take the lead in
settling the multibillion bud-

S MOREHELP IN FL D·CONTRO EFFORTS
get overrun that dragged the
company's bottom line in the
past year.

The former group con-
troller previously outlined
measures to prevent the fi-
nancial fiasco from happen-
ing again, including a stricter
project management system
to monitor capital expendi-
ture outlays.

And his efforts seem to be
paying off as PLDT president
AI Panlilio commended the
brand new CFO.

"Danny has done a good EmailusatBizBuZZ@inquirer.com.ph
job fixing a lot of depreciation. JoinourVibercommunity:
Our objective is to bring down'---_~i~ng'::n=e=w==s/~ing~b~Us~in=e~SSC~Q~m~m~u~ni~ty~_

loans eventually," Panlilio
told reporters during PLDT's
recent financial briefing in
Makati.

"We can only do that once
we fix more things and see if
we can push revenues [and]
improve Ebitda (earning be-
fore interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization)," he added.
-TYRONE JASPER C. PIAD INQ


