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Pledge of Commitment for Clean Water in

Palawan
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Acting Secretary Jim O. signs
the Pledge of Commitment to continue and sustain efforts in the protection and preservation of
the water resources of El Nido during the celebration of World Water Day held at Brgy. Villa
Libertad, El Nido, Palawan on April 2. Palawan Governor Jose Chavez Alvarez and El Nido
Mayor Edna Gacot Lim (inset, 1st and 2nd from left) were also signatories to the commitment
along with other DENR officials. The El Nido Sewage and Solid Waste Treatment Plant started
operation in October 2021 to address the water pollution caused by sewage discharges from
households and commercial establishments in the municipality of El Nido and the province of
Palawan.

Source; https://journal.com.ph/pledge-of-commitment-for-clean-water-in-palawan/
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DENR assures public of steady water supply

April 9,2022 Cory Martinez

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has assured the public,
especially those in Metro Manila, that there will be a steady water supply as preventive
measures are now in place to avert the looming water crisis during the dry season.

DENR acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna made the assurance as the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB) Technical Working Group continues to closely monitor the water
level in Angat Dam and its operations amid its low-set water level.

“Through the NWRB, we have already laid down preventive measures such as cloud seeding
so that the public, especially those in Metro Manila, is assured of a steady water supply with
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,” Sampulna said.

As of April 7, 2022, the water elevation in the reservoir slightly rose to 194.15 meters from the
lowest elevation of the year, which was 190.63 meters last April 4, 2022.

This increase is mainly due to the shear line or tail-end of a cold front and a low-pressure area
in the Mindanao region.

The widespread rain shower, which was experienced in the majority of the Luzon region, is
expected to raise further the water level in Angat Dam caused by inflows from runoff water.

According to the latest rainfall forecast and Angat Dam water level simulation, the lowest dam
water level will reach 183.98 meters in June. Hence, it may not breach the minimum operating
water level of 180 meters.

The NWRB has approved a water allocation of 50 cubic meters per second (CMS) to the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System from April 1 to 15 and five CMS to the National
Irrigation Administration from April 1 to April 30.

Although the increase in water elevation slightly improved the current and projected level of the
dam, the water level in the dam is still not secured.

Sampulna, however, urged the public to continue implementing water conservation measures
in their households, workplaces, and businesses.

Aside from saving freshwater from taps, other water efficiency methods such as rainwater
collection and water recycling can also be adopted.

Source; https://journalnews.com.ph/denr-assures-public-of-steady-water-supply/
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MAS MABABA ANG LEBEL NG TUBIG NGAYONG
TAON KUMPARA SA TAONG 2019

REMATEReT:J1 Mo
aNGINYONG

LINGKOD

NI DR. HILDA C. ONG
@ww REMATE PH o FACEROOK.COMREMATETABLOND Ovﬂmﬂﬂl

April 9, 2022 @ 12:08 PM 17 hours ago

PATULOY na nakikipag-ugnayan ang National Water Resources Board (NWRB) sa mga
ahensya ng gobyerno, mga water concessionaire, lalo sa mga kababayan, upang
mapamahalaang mabuti ang limitadong suplay ng tubig sa Angat Dam.

Kasabay nito ang panawagan sa mga kabahayan at industriya sa Metro Manila at mga karatig-
probinsya na gamitin nang tama ang tubig at mag-recycle kung kinakailangan.

Akin ding nalaman mula kay Dr. Sevillo “Bill” David, Executive Director ng NWRB na ang
pagpapadala ng tubig sa mga nasalanta ni bagyong Odette noong nakaraang Disyembre 2021,
Enero 2022 at Pebrero 2022 ay mula sa water refilling stations sa National Capital Regiom
(NCR) kaya dagdag sa kasalukuyang mataas na water demand sa Angat Dam.

Kahit pa NCR ang pangunahing gumagamit ng tubig mula sa Angat Dam, mahalagang
tulungan ang mga kababayang natin kung sila’y naapektuhan nang malalakas na bagyo sa
Visayas at Mindanao. Malaki man ang epekto nito sa water demand, mas angkop na tugunan
ang kanilang pangangailangan sa malinis na tubig.

Hindi kaila sa NWRB ang pangangailangan ng karagdagang water sources o pagkukunan ng
tubig. Kaakibat ang pribadong sector, may planong bumuo ang pamahalaan ng mga water
infrastructure project, ngunit maaari itong tumagal nang mula 3 hanggang 5 taon. Masimulan
lamang ang mga proyektong ito, malaki ang maitutulong nito sa seguridad ng tubig sa NCR at
karatig-probinsya.

Sa panayam ng inyong lingkod, binanggit ni Director David, “ang antas ng tubig sa Angat Dam
ay nasa 190.75 metro noong ika-4 ng Abril 2022, (6:00am), masasabi medyo mas mababa
kung ikukumpura natin sa mga naunang taon, pero bumagal ang pagbaba ng lebel ng Angat
Dam.”

Noong taong 2019, nagkaroon tayo ng water interruption at water rationing, sana hindi maulit
dahil mas mababa ang lebel ng tubig angat dam kung ikukumpara sa taong 2019.

Kinakailangan magtipid sa paggamit ng tubig habang nagtutulungan ang pamahalaan at ang
kunsesyunaryo upang makapagbigay ng tuloy-tuloy na supply ng tubig sa panahon ng tag-init.

Source: https://www.remate.ph/mas-mababa-ang-lebel-ng-tubig-ngayong-taon-kumpara-sa-
taong-2019/
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DENR: No ECC yet to Lumbo water project

Catherine Talavera - The Philippine Star April 10, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — The proposed Lumbo Spring Bulk Water Supply Project in Dolores,
Quezon has not been granted an environmental compliance certificate (ECC) amid mounting
opposition from various stakeholders, according to the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

In a letter to Tiaong, Quezon Mayor Ramon Preza dated March 31, DENR-Environment
Management Bureau (EMB) CALABARZON director Noemi Paranada confirmed that Udenna
Water Integrated Inc. does not have a valid ECC for the project after the agency denied their
application last November 2021.

The DENR-EMB’s letter was in response to Preza’s call for the DENR to restrain the ongoing
implementation of the project due to the lack of an ECC and the lack of public consultations
with the affected downstream users.

“We have been made aware that no ECC has been issued prior to any of their construction
activities.

We believe that this project poses an imminent environmental threat not only to the
communities within the immediate vicinity of the project, but also to our municipality
downstream,” Preza said.

Preza noted that before any resource extractive activity is undertaken, there must be a public
consultation wherein all stakeholders are given the opportunity to discuss their concerns on the
project.

“With the proposed extraction of water from Lumbo Spring, our farmers are gravely concerned
about how this will negatively impact their livelihood and food production in the region,” he said.

Based on an earlier letter of denial to Udenna Water. Paranada said the company’'s ECC
application was denied “due to mounting opposition from various stakeholders in the area”.

She emphasized that the issues and concerns raised by the National Irrigation Authority (NIA)
and concerned irrigators should be addressed prior to the issuance of an ECC.

The project will tap water from the Lumbo Spring located in Dolores, Quezon to provide potable
water to be distributed by the two adjacent water districts, particularly the San Pablo City Water
District and the Dolores Water District.

Preza said that farmers depend on water from the mountains of Mt. Banahaw in Quezon for
their crops. The town of Dolores lies near the foot of Mt. Banahaw.

Aside from the mountain range, the said water flows into rivers and streams that benefit
hundreds of hectares of rice fields and other high value crops in its town before it flows to the
neighboring municipalities of San Antonio and San Juan, Batangas to Tayabas Bay.

Preza said the reduction of water supply and gradual stoppage of its flow in the rivers has
already been observed to have a significant impact on the cultivation of rice, high value crops
and animal husbandry in more than half of the barangays of Tiaong.

“Farmers will be even more concerned about the slowdown or reduction of water flow if water
from its main source is reduced and made available to other provinces,” he added.

Apart from the LGU of Tiaong, NIA also released a position paper on behalf of its farmer
beneficiaries, opposing the completion of the Lumbo Spring Bulk Water Supply Project given
the already significant decline in water discharge which is expected to worsen due to the Lumbo
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water extraction.

“There is a clear threat of irrigation water shortage due to the increasing number of water users
both for domestic and agricultural use. The SPCWD-DWD proposed water project and the
continuous decrease of water discharge will jeopardize the government’s thrust towards food
security and will decrease farmers’ potential income,” the NIA said.

In November 2020, SPCWD and DWD jointly issued a notice of award to the Consortium of
Udenna Water Inclam, S.A. and Optimus Engineering and Construction to build the P103
million Lumbo Spring Bulk Water Supply Project through a public-private partnership (PPP)
scheme.

The Udenna consortium will design, construct, and install raw water intake structures, treated
water reservoirs, conveyance systems, pumping stations, metered interconnections facilities to
SPCWHD in Laguna and DWD in Quezon. The maintenance of the pipelines will remain within
the SPCWD and DWD.

Under the 25-year contract, the Udenna consortium is expected to supply treated bulk water of
12,000 cubic meters per day to both San Pablo City and Dolores water districts.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/04/10/2173471/denr-no-ecc-yet-lumbo-water-
project
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San Carlos City to create Philippine Heritage
Trees Site

NEGROS. Some 36 young trees will be planted within the Poplé'.s Park in San Carlos City, Negros Occidental
for the creation of the Philippine Heritage Trees Site. (Contributed Photo)

April 08,2022

THE City government of San Carlos, through its People's Park Management Office (PPMO), is
already preparing 36 young trees to be planted within the People's Park for the creation of the
Philippine Heritage Trees Site.

PPMO Head Dr. Archilles Ponferrada said Friday, April 8, that 12 types of tree seedlings,
namely, Malabuho, Dao, Bogo, Almaciga, Bangkal, Kalumpit, Molave, Tindalo, Ulayan/Tu-ay,
Bakan, Anonang, and Bani, were given by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources for the project.

He said the Philippine Heritage Trees Site, which is actually an advocacy, is aimed at educating
the youth about the importance of trees, encouraging them to plant more, and conserving and
producing more trees as part of helping the environment in coping with the threat of global
warming.

Ponferrada also said that a ceremonial tree planting will be held soon after they have prepared
the area where the young trees will be planted.

In the meantime, the young plants will be transferred into bigger bags to make it more stable
and gain more roots before planting them permanently on the ground. (PR)

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1926012/bacolod/local-news/san-carlos-city-to-
create-philippine-heritage-trees-site
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PH, China to act on climate change

By Eireene Jairee Gomez April 10,2022

THE Philippines and China reaffirmed their partnership in climate change action and
underscored the need for cooperation in practical and pragmatic projects.

At Chinese Ambassador Huang Xilian's courtesy call on Secretary Robert E.A. Borje of
the Climate Change Commission, the two countries emphasized that urgent climate change
action is required in the areas of adaptation, mitigation and finance in order to address the
many climate challenges faced by the developing world.

"Now, more than ever, partnerships that work are crucial for climate change action to make a
real difference. The Philippines and China are well-placed to harness existing cooperation as
a launchpad for intensified joint action," Borje said.

Stressing that the perspective of the developing world and archipelagic/island nations must
inform and shape global discussion on climate change, Borje said that these nations, including
the Philippines, "continue to bear the brunt of climate change impact.”

"It cannot be business as usual for our country, our region and our world. We must work harder
together. Vital to this is access to technology as well financing for adaptation and mitigation,"
said Borje.

For his part, Huang recognized the Philippines' important role in giving a resonant voice to the
developing world on the issue of climate change.

Noting that the Philippines faces many climate challenges and has its own contributions to
global discussions and action, Ambassador Huang underlined that China will work closely with
the Philippines on "projects and programs that can impact positively and quickly on
communities."”

Both Borje and Huang identified cooperation in renewable energy, including solar energy as
convergence that offers practical opportunities for proactive partnership.

The two officials also recognized the need to make climate finance and technology more
accessible and should continue to be advanced in all relevant fora until results are visible.

Huang expressed readiness to further strengthen climate change cooperation between the
Philippines and China through discussions with Commissioner Xie Zhenhua for China's
Climate Change Affairs.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/10/business/top-business/ph-china-to-act-on-
climate-change/1839498



https://www.manilatimes.net/author/eireene-jairee-gomez
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=47886&ename=Philippines&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=46756&ename=China&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=961311830&ename=Huang%20Xilian&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2488561282&ename=Robert%20E.A.%20Borje&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=2862205475&ename=Climate%20Change%20Commission&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/topic?eid=157651796&ename=Xie%20Zhenhua&lang=en
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/10/business/top-business/ph-china-to-act-on-climate-change/1839498
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/04/10/business/top-business/ph-china-to-act-on-climate-change/1839498

COMMUNICATION &

§% STRATEGIC THE cHiLeeine April 10, 2022 E:::le

s NTTIATIVES ), Date [ ] cotumn
! \
s SERVICE —ie 10f3 [ ] opinion
— TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL _— .
Page D Feature Article

Climate action for sustainability and
resilience

Felix Vitangcol - Philstar.com April 9, 2022 | 3:56pm

Residents try to salvage belongings among their houses destroyed at the height of Typhoon Vongfong in San
Policarpio town, Eastern Samar province on May 15, 2020, a day after the typhoon hit the town.

The national leaders and policymakers whom we will install in next month’s elections must be
prepared to sustainably steer our country and the economy amid the growing dire
consequences of climate change.

This is after the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), in its third leg of the
climate change report, hinted that prevailing climate actions are falling behind in their
commitments to limiting global temperature below pre-industrial levels.

While the Philippines has a minimal share in the global carbon emissions, a mere 0.39% in
2020, it remains to be among the most vulnerable and heavily affected by climate-induced
risks.

This risk amplifier cannot be understated, as it already affects individual Filipinos’ daily lives as
well as the different aspects of our macro socio-economic activities.

This issue is more than just a matter of how our country could reduce its total carbon and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Rather, it is a matter of accelerating equitable climate
actions that would also allow our country to address possible trade-offs attributed to them.

Strengthening infrastructure modernization
No doubt, our next leaders must aim for the country to contribute to the global climate change
movement. But they must not lose sight of the immediate and impending challenges at hand.

They must strategically adopt the right policies and pragmatic frameworks that would enhance
the country’s resilience to calamities and advance sustainability across sectors in the long run.
Particularly, upgrade and modernize our public infrastructure and services in the context of
sustainable development.

This is because physical risks associated with climate change put public infrastructures and
services at the forefront of climate-induced challenges. Our next leaders should establish an
enabling environment that would effectively strengthen and develop more climate-resilient and
digital-enabled infrastructures.

New infrastructure projects need to be planned and designed, taking into account changes in
weather patterns and rising global temperature that will occur over their lifetime. Existing
infrastructure, on the other hand, needs to be retrofitted to further strengthen their capabilities
to cope with the uncertainties of climate change and possible calamities.
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Moreover, both new and existing infrastructure need to take advantage of emerging digital
technologies for better, well-informed, and effective decision-making of design and services.

For one, electricity grids should be modernized. This addresses not only the short-term needs
of providing power to communities and industries but also people’s need for a healthier and
safer environment.

Policies that enable innovation while building capacity will significantly bring value to this
agenda. Likewise, innovation in competition policy, such as fixed-price bids, carve-out clauses,
and uniform force-majeure provisions mandatory in power purchase contracts, could bring
about a swift equitable low-carbon energy transition.

Private sector initiatives
Corporations, their leaders and employees have their work cut out for them as well. They must
quickly move from upgrade and modernization plans to action.

And there have been some initiatives toward this objective. Other companies have also
invested in the training and upgrading of people’s skills — human capital — so they could better
respond to the changing demands of the times and participate better in the future of work.

Responsible companies, who are ever-cognizant of their commitment to a more resilient
Philippines, have been integrating technology-driven processes in their facilities and premises
— renewable energy initiatives, low-carbon investments, modern fuel cell and cooling systems,
direct current hybrid generators, and storage batteries to name a few.

Globe Telecom continues to upgrade and modernize its business operation across the country.
The company will establish a green and low-carbon optical access network which is expected
to cut power consumption and heat dissipation by 50%.

Its Intelligent Optical Network Terminal (ONT) would help its customers in terms of identifying
energy consumption since it utilizes an Intelligent Application Performance Management (APM)
program that detects device energy usage at the same time, manages up to 30% power
savings.

On fast-moving consumer goods, Mondelez Philippines and Coca-Cola Beverages
Philippines Inc., besides their circular economy initiatives on plastic waste, have also been
undergoing modernization. Their company operation is constantly transitioning the electricity
consumption of their facilities to 100% renewable such as geothermal and solar power.

Meanwhile, the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF) built in Clark, Pampanga the
world’s first-ever private sector-led national-level emergency operations center that is capable
of tracking weather patterns and natural calamities in the country. Their Liveable Cities
Challenge Dashboard, together with Globe, also utilizes data visualization of about 142 cities
and enables local officials to quickly spot trends and their correlation for effective decision-
making and help them diagnose areas for improvement.

Policy adjustments that are conducive to business innovation, such as those | mentioned
above, will pave the way for other enterprises to shift to sustainable energy sources for their
infrastructure and operations.

On top of this, a greater shift to renewables, and constant upgrade and modernization of the
private sector towards climate-resilient infrastructures will significantly contribute to services’
reliability and accessibility in the country.
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Greater and more strategic public-private partnership

The new administration should take advantage of this challenge to strategically collaborate with
the private sector in institutionalizing these initiatives and best practices across the
archipelago, and across various industries.

The policies, frameworks, and agenda of the next administration should complement shared
advocacy of establishing sustainable, technology-driven, and climate-resilient infrastructure
that can boost development, create more jobs, reduce environmental footprints and impacts,
and enhance sustainability and resiliency for the long-term.

The effectiveness of our current response now to climate change and its chronic impact will
determine how sustainable our future will be. Inadequate and minor reactive responses are
mere band aid solutions and will not reduce the risks to our nation’s resiliency and sustainability
amidst the certain onslaught of calamitous weather events.

It is with urgency that these risks be addressed head-on with strategically aligned policies and
programs that fosters more aggressive interventions and impactful action by government in
partnership with the private sector and all of society participation.

Engineer Felix Vitangcol is a fellow for Environment at the Stratbase ADR Institute and
secretary-general of Philippine Business for Environmental Stewardship.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/04/09/2173453/climate-action-
sustainability-and-resilience



https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/04/09/2173453/climate-action-sustainability-and-resilience
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/04/09/2173453/climate-action-sustainability-and-resilience

D Headline

April 10, 2022 (et
Date DCqumn

PEOPLE'S TELEVISION 10f1 [ ] opinion
Page D Feature Article

) STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION &
——

s SERVICE

Caged Philippine eagle ‘Espoir’ dies from snake
bite

April 9, 2022

. dhe | Y oy L &
(Photo courtesy of Philippine Eagle Foundation)

By Gabriela Baron

“Espoir,” a four-month old Philippine Eagle died after being attacked by a snake on Tuesday
(April 5) inside its enclosure at the Philippine Eagle Center (PEC) in Davao City.

In a statement, the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) said Espoir was found lifeless Tuesday
morning on the floor of its cage.

“The team of animal keepers immediately reviewed CCTV footage to reveal that the chick was
attacked by a python,” PEF said.

“The attack happened at 12:13 a.m. in the morning. CCTV footage shows the snake slithering
in the enclosure and attacked the eaglet while it was brooding,” it added.

PEF, however, assured that preventive measures are being taken to capture the python
through entrapment and through searches conducted in the facility.

The Foundation said the walls of the enclosure have been “snake-proofed.”

“‘Reticulated pythons are natural resident species inside the Philippine Eagle Center and the
surrounding watershed area. They are classified as hazards under the PEC’s biosecurity
measures,” PEF added.

“The avian flu is not the only danger the Philippine eagles are facing in the facility in Malagos.
Even the area’s resident snakes are a threat especially to eaglets, other raptors, and
mammals.”

Inspired by Pag-asa’s name, the first Philippine eagle bred and hatched in captivity, Espoir
means hope in the French language.

Espoir hatched on Dec. 4. The eagle was an offspring of Philippine eagles Ariela and MVP
Matatag.-ngs

Source:; https://ptvnews.ph/caged-philippine-eagle-espoir-dies-from-snake-bite/
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Endless misallocation of global capital
increases climate risk, UN report warns

BYNATASHA WHITE & ERIC ROSTON APRIL 10, 2022

The world’s leading climate finance experts and economists warn of a “persistent misallocation
of global capital” as too much money continues to pour into fossil fuels and too little is channeled
to clean energy.

In its latest assessment of global efforts to contain climate change, published Monday, the
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a stark alert that the world
is on track to miss its target to limit global warming. Finance is both driving the problem and a
“critical enabler” in the energy transition, the panel said.

The IPCC findings add more cause for alarm amid signs that the energy transition is
backsliding, as some nations scramble for polluting alternatives to Russia’s gas in the wake of
its invasion of Ukraine. Financing for coal-related projects is running at a rate that’s more than
double last year’s pace. The world already faced “large macroeconomic headwinds” hampering
climate finance “even before Covid-19,” said the IPCC authors. The war serves to compound
these as the window to act narrows further.

The world stands at a tipping point or “pattern break” in the status quo, said Edward Mason,
director at Generation Investment Management, a green finance firm co-founded by former US
Vice President Al Gore, referring to the war in Ukraine and its impacts on the energy transition.
“We mustn’t lose sight of the bigger picture.”

Bankrolling destruction

For the world to meet its climate target requires a “substantial reduction in overall fossil-fuel
use” that “will leave a substantial amount of fossil fuels unburned,” the IPCC said. And yet the
finance sector continues to fund fossil-fuel development.

Over half of the 150 biggest financial institutions globally have no restrictions on financing oil
and gas, and two-thirds of the world’s largest banks and asset managers are failing to set
concrete climate targets for this decade, according to two separate analyses by NGOs. For
their part, a whopping 83 percent of the world’s biggest polluting firms are yet to map a
meaningful path to net-zero emissions, a leading investor alliance found.

Such shortcomings among financiers and corporations amount to a “systemic underpricing” of
climate risk in the financial system, according to the IPCC. They also fly in the face of these
finance firms’ public pledges, notably the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero. Launched
at the COP26 climate summit last November, GFANZ members worth a combined $130
trillion committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2050 at the latest and delivering their fair
share of 50 percent emissions reductions this decade.
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“We often see these initiatives are made for marketing and not concrete action,” said Lucie
Pinson, executive director of Reclaim Finance, an NGO that authored one of the studies. “Now
is the time for financial institutions to show that their climate pledges were not pure
greenwashing and that they are serious about taking action this year.”

Bloomberg Green wrote to 18 firms for comment on Reclaim Finance’s findings, including
Allianz, AXA, Credit Suisse and UBS. Of those that responded, all reiterated their commitments
to net zero and considered their policies to be in line with them. Most referred to their efforts to
engage companies, rather than divest, which one asset manager described as “not the most
impactful tool for investors” because “it limits the opportunity to impact positively on company
behaviors.”

What'’s clear is that there’s no time to kick the can down the road, said Christa Clapp, a co-
author of the new IPCC report’s finance chapter. “Despite recent commitments, these high
levels of public and private fossil-fuel financing continue to be a major concern,” she said.

A ‘critical enabler’

If too much finance is going to fossil fuels, far too little is being spent on tackling and adapting
to climate change, particularly in developing countries. The gap between finance needs and
availability is nothing new, said Clapp, but the “order of magnitude” has changed since the last
such IPCC report in 2014.

Financing to prevent further climate change is falling short by up to a factor of six globally and
eight for developing countries, the IPCC found. Money flows have increased over the past
decade, but remain unevenly distributed across regions and sectors, and their growth has
slowed.

Interspersed in the IPCC’s analysis are notes of optimism. In particular, “innovative financing
approaches,” including green bonds and ESG-labeled products, could help reduce the
underpricing of climate risk in markets.

The environmental-social-governance, or ESG, sector already encompasses $40 trillion in
assets globally, and the label can be found on anything from an exchange-traded fund to a
credit default swap. Such panoply of products and claims has led to allegations of
greenwashing, cited in the new report as a “challenge” to the efficacy of such approaches.
While regulators globally are beginning to apply scrutiny, integrity efforts to date have centered
on transparency and corporate disclosures, such as those developed by Task Force on
Climate-related Disclosures. ESG strategies alone “do not yield meaningful social or
environmental outcomes,” noted the IPCC authors, citing the need for stronger government
policy and ultimately enhanced regulation.

Despite challenges in the scale, quality and urgency of climate finance needs, the report’s
findings and their release in the context of the war present an opportunity. “Political will to
expand renewables (and green hydrogen infrastructure at home and abroad) has been
strengthened” by the war in Ukraine, said Eric Heymann, economist at Deutsche Bank
Research.

“Can we let go of the hand brake [on climate finance]?” asked Christiana Figueres, the former
executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and a key negotiator

of the Paris Agreement. “Yes, and we have to.” Bloomberg News
Image credits: Bloomberg

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/10/endless-misallocation-of-global-capital-
increases-climate-risk-un-report-warns/
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Advocates: Nations must move faster to
protect biodiversity

BYASSOCIATED PRESS APRIL 10, 2022 ]

A Dixie Valley toad sits atop grass in Dixie Valley Nevada, on Apr|| 6 2009 The usS Flsh and Wildlife Ser-vice temporarily
listed a rare northern Nevada toad as en-dangered on an emergency basis partly because of threats a geothermal plant in
the works poses to its habitat in the only place its known to live in the world about 100 miles east of Reno.

GENEVA—EnNvironmentalists are criticizing the slow progress at a UN-backed meeting of
nearly all the world’s countries toward beefing up protections for biodiversity on Earth, ahead
of a crucial meeting expected later this year in China where delegates could sign a global
agreement.

A total of 195 countries—but not the United States—which are parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity wrapped up a two-week meeting recently that aimed to make progress
toward a deal to prevent the loss of biodiversity and avoid the extinction of many vulnerable
species.

It also addresses the emergence of pathogens like the coronavirus, which damage both lives
and livelihoods.

Delegates agreed to hold an interim meeting in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, in June before a high-
level conference known as 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) in Kunming, China, at a still-
undecided date later this year.

“Biodiversity is securing our own survival on this planet. It is not a joking matter,” said Francis
Ogwal of Uganda, a meeting co-chair. “Every day that you live as a human being is on
biodiversity.“

Ogwal cited the “close linkage” between biodiversity and climate change, saying “every time
that governments are talking about mobilizing for climate change, they should be doing the
same for biodiversity.”

Advocacy groups and some governments have ambitions for a deal in Kunming that would aim
to protect and conserve at least 30 percent of the world’s land, inland waters and oceans to
help stanch habitat loss, the overuse of nature by people and businesses, and the emergence
of pathogens that thrive off of environmental upheaval.

Some faulted the lagging pace of progress.

“With so little time to Kunming, parties have finally kicked the can to the end of the road,” said
Greenpeace East Asia senior policy advisor Li Shuo.

As president of COP15, “China should work out a contingency plan to deliver a complex
package with quality and ambition,” Li added.
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The US-based Campaign for Nature pointed to an emerging consensus on the 30 percent
target and a growing recognition that the lives and livelihoods of local communities and
Indigenous peoples should be better protected.

Still it pressed for greater intensity from countries to find solutions to declining biodiversity.

“‘Unfortunately, the negotiations in Geneva have not reflected the urgency that is needed to
successfully confront the crisis facing our natural world,” said Campaign for Nature’s director,
Brian O’Donnell.

“Progress with the negotiations has been painfully slow, and the level of ambition with financing
remains woefully inadequate,” O’'Donnell said.

He said donor countries should commit to “far more ambitious financing targets.”

A key issue has been on repurposing and redirecting harmful subsidies that total $500 billion
per year and can damage biodiversity. A draft proposal for the China meeting aims to commit
$700 billion for sustaining or improving biodiversity. AP

Image credits: Matt Maples/Nevada Department of Wild-life via AP

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/10/advocates-nations-must-move-faster-to-
protect-biodiversity/
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How to halt deforestation? Trust
indigenous groups, funders say

To channel much more funding to protect forests, donors need to
shift their own demands on indigenous groups, both sides say.
3 ‘:r\' Vs | R > ,',.. i . i 29 ,,

TR s .

A Kichwa villager cutting down a tree to clear an area to sow corn to feed his animals, near the Napo River. Orellana,
Ecuador. Image: Tomas Munita/CIFOR, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Flickr.

April 8, 2022

At last November's COP26 UN climate talks, governments and foundations pledged to invest
$1.7 billion to help indigenous and local communities protect fast-vanishing tropical forests
seen as crucial to protecting a stable climate and biodiversity.

That sum, for the period 2021-2025, represents a more than seven-fold increase from the
roughly $46 million a year those communities receive now, according to the donors.

But getting big sums of much-needed cash to threatened frontline indigenous communities is
proving a major headache, indigenous leaders and funders warned at a Skoll World
Forum event this week that explored how to dismantle the roadblocks.

Problems range from overly complex application and audit processes to very short-term
funding, tight restrictions on how the cash can be used, and frequent mismatches between
what donors and communities want to achieve, they said.

Rukka Sombolinggi, secretary general of the Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of the Archipelago
(AMAN) in Indonesia, said she found complaints that indigenous people “lack capacity” to work
in Western ways particularly frustrating.

“We do have the capacity. We’ve proved our capacity for millennia,” she said during the online
discussion. “But it’s different capacity... than what is dictated by outsiders.”

Receipts from the rainforest

Solomé Lemma, the Ethiopia-born executive director of Thousand Currents, which funds social
movements, said donors concerned about indigenous groups being unable to manage
complicated grants may be looking in the wrong place.

Funders might do better to build up their own ability to work with communities, rather than
always asking them to adapt. “There’s an opportunity for us to really rethink,” she said.

Sombolinggi said donor demands for what she calls “hyper-accountability” - such as requiring
receipts for expenses incurred in the rainforest - often waste funds and time.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/cifor/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cifor/35761253321/sizes/5k/
https://skoll.org/skoll-world-forum/
https://skoll.org/skoll-world-forum/
https://thousandcurrents.org/
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If we start everything with lack of trust, we are not going to go anywhere.,

Rukka Sombolinggi, secretary general, Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of the Archipelago

Her organisation works with an extremely remote indigenous group in Indonesia’s highlands,
reachable by a two-week hike into the area, for example.

When outside donors demanded the original receipt for a $500 coffee grinder the community
bought, members had to spend another $300 renting a motorbike to deliver the receipt on time.

Such rigid demands mean “we are not saving our brothers. We end up writing reports,” said
Sombolinggi, herself a member of the Torajan people from the highlands of Sulawesi.

“If we start everything with lack of trust, we are not going to go anywhere,” she noted, saying
her own organisation was content with receipts photographed and sent via smartphone.

Jennifer Corpuz, an indigenous lawyer from the Philippines and policy lead for Nia Tero, a US
non-profit working with indigenous people and movements, said a growing number of donors
are trying to ease their demands.

Some require less written documentation and are making funding more flexible, so that
threatened indigenous leaders can, for instance, shift spending to a fund for legal defence or
sanctuary, if needed.

Transparency v. risk
Being more flexible can be harder for donor governments facing tight rules of their own.

But Gillian Caldwell, chief climate officer for the US Agency for International Development, said
many are starting to stick to a few key principles.

Those include asking for and incorporating feedback from funding recipients, cutting down on
paperwork, being responsive to requests for help, and making sure most funding is provided
as multi-year, unrestricted grants.

“That is the kind of support NGOs need,” especially those working to change broader systems,
Caldwell said.

Funders should also be aware that channelling outside money to threatened indigenous and
frontline communities can put some at greater risk, particularly if the names and addresses of
recipients are published, she added.

There is a need to balance the safety and well-being of communities with demands for
transparency, she noted.

As donors seek to scale up financial support dramatically to indigenous and other forest
peoples - seen as the most effective guardians of nature - they should avoid forcing them to
“reinvent themselves to fit our model”, Caldwell warned.

For instance, the usual indicators of progress - GDP or daily income per person - rarely work
in indigenous settings, Corpuz said. Groups she works with fix their own, such as how much of
their territory they can safely access each day.

As forest and biodiversity losses accelerate in many parts of the world and efforts to reverse
them lag, funders need to take more risks to figure out how to deliver the billions needed to
reshape community and forest protection, the experts said.

“The right approach and strategy right now is to move the money and learn as we move the
money,” Lemma said.


https://www.niatero.org/
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Funding nature protection “at sizes and scales you never thought you would fund (is) what the
moment requires”, she added.

This story was published with permission from Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable
arm of Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, climate change, resilience, women’s
rights, trafficking and property rights. Visit http://news.trust.org/climate.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/news/how-to-halt-deforestation-trust-indigenous-
groups-funders-say/



https://news.trust.org/item/20220407171338-7bv95/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/how-to-halt-deforestation-trust-indigenous-groups-funders-say/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/how-to-halt-deforestation-trust-indigenous-groups-funders-say/

~ STRATEGIC April 10, 2022 Headline
§ COMMUNICATION & TH E PHILIPPINE 5 |:| Editorial
s INITIATIVES r~< ate [ ] cotumn
——
s SERVICE 2 1of1 [ ] opinion
TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL Page D Feature Article

Phivolcs lowers Taal Volcano alert level

(Philstar.com) - April 9, 2022 - 10:18am
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File photo of Taal Volcano|
STAR/File

MANILA, Philippines — The state volcanology and seismology bureau has lowered the alert
level over Taal Volcano amid a “marked decline” in unrest during the two weeks since it erupted.

Phivolcs lowered Taal to Alert Level 2 from Alert Level 3, indicating there is “decreased unrest”
over the volcano located south of Metro Manila.

“‘Alert Level 2 means that there is decreased unrest but should not be interpreted that unrest
has ceased or that the threat of an eruption has disappeared,” Phivolcs said, adding that it may
hoist Alert Level 3 again should activity in Taal increase.

Since the last eruption on March 26, Phivolcs said only 86 weak and imperceptible volcanic
earthquakes were recorded by the Taal Volcano Network. Sulfur dioxide gas emissions
declined beginning April 3 and the ground on Taal Volcano Island has generally deflated.

Despite these indicators pointing to decreased unrest in the volcano, Phivolcs said residents
returning to their homes after they were evacuated when Alert Level 3 was raised should be
prepared for a quick and organized evacuation.

“Local government units are advised to continually strengthen preparedness, contingency and
communication measures especially for previously evacuated high-risk barangays in case of
renewed unrest,” Phivolcs said.

It added that sudden steam-driven explosions, volcanic earthquakes, ashfall and lethal
accumulations or bursts of volcanic gas can threaten areas within the Taal Volcano Island and
along its coast.

Even with a lowered alert level, entry into Taal Volcano Island and Taal's permanent danger
zone must be strictly prohibited, Phivolcs said. — Xave Gregorio

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/09/2173411/phivolcs-lowers-taal-
volcano-alert-level/amp/
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1st typhoon expected in Holy Week

By Michael Punongbayan(The Philippine Star) - April 9, 2022 - 12:00am

CCST PAGASA HIMAWARI-S [31 April 8, 2022, 8200 pm PHT

weather disturbance was last spotted at 2,270 kilometers east of Mindanao.
PAGASA

MANILA, Philippines — The first typhoon of 2022 is expected to enter the Philippine area of
responsibility on Monday as Filipinos observe Holy Week. It will be named Agaton.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
said the weather disturbance was last spotted at 2,270 kilometers east of Mindanao.

PAGASA said the weather disturbance is not expected to have a direct effect on any part of
the country.

Nevertheless, it will still be continuously monitored to determine if it will bring rainfall during the
Holy Week.

PAGASA administrator Vicente Malano explained that a tropical depression is the weakest
typhoon classification after a low-pressure area develops into a storm.

PAGASA said Metro Manila is forecast to have fair weather in the next three days with possible
isolated rainshowers in the afternoon and evening.

Visayas and Mindanao will, however, experience a rainy weekend because of a low-pressure
area that is passing through the country coupled with an intertropical convergence zone.

For the next three days, Northern Luzon which includes Cagayan Valley, Apayao, Ifugao,
Kalinga, Mountain Province and Aurora can expect cloudy skies with light to moderate rains
because of the northeasterly wind affecting the provinces.

PAGASA'’s three-day weather outlook shows that rainfall in Metro Manila and other parts of the
country has helped lessen the hot and humid summer temperature.

From Saturday to Monday, temperature in Metro Manila is forecast to range from 23 to 32
degrees Celsius while Baguio City, which will also have fair weather, experiences cooler
temperatures ranging from 14 to 25 degrees Celsius.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/09/2173295/1st-typhoon-expected-holy-
week/amp/
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'DENR assures public
of steady water supply

By CORY
MARTINEZ

epartment of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has as-
suced the public, espe-
cially those in Metrn Ma-
nila, that there will be a
steady Waler supply as
measures are

ater crisis dur-

R acting Secretary
Jim O Sampuhuga madc the
assurance as the National
Water Resources Board
(NWRB) Technical Work-
ing Group continues to

gﬁ‘mgﬁs-“a‘nd.ﬂsl its.
operations amid its low-
set water level.

the NWRB, we
have. faid down pre-

venkive measures such as
doud seeding so that the
Kublic, especially those in
fetro Manila, is assuned of
a steady water smgpl with
the ongoing C -1Y
pandemic,” Sampulna said.
As of April 7, 2022, the
waterplevationinthersservoir
slightly Tuse by 19415 meters
from the Jowest clevation of
the year, which was 190.63
meters last April 4, 2022,
- This increasc is mainl
ue to the shear line or tail-
end of a cold front and a

low-pressure area in the
Bfirudariao fegion. -
_ The widespread rain

shower, which was e:lgen-
Luzon is expected
raise further the water level

o o s
raimfall forecast and

Angat

Tram water level simulation,

the lowest dunt waler level
will reach 18398 meters in
g‘tgf.ﬁqme,itmyno_tbwadt
minimum operating wa-

ler level of 180 meters.
The NWRB has ap-
g\xv_al;& ‘water atlocation of
cut)ﬁé’m&ters‘ er,so?lmd
‘_MB m . i’tn,po 'w‘
&b’aﬁwrwoﬂs and Sewem%e
System from April 1 to 15
and five CMS to the Nation-
igation Administration

al Irrigation

from April 1 to April 30.
Although the increasein

water elevation slightly

improved the current and

g?med level of the dam,
water level in the dam is
still not secured.

: ,Sa;tn&ylnﬂ. 'homgr,
“urged the public to contin-

uve implementing waler
conservation measures in
their househaolds, work-
places, and businesses.
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By CATHERINE TALAVERA

The proposed Lumbo
Spring Bulk Water Supply
Project in Dolores, Quezon Eias
not been granted an environ-
mental compliance certificale
(ECC) amid mounting opposi-
Hon from various stakeholders,
according to the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR).

- Inaletter to Tiaong, Quezon
Mayor Ramon Preza dated
March 31, DENR-Environment
Management Bureau (EMB)
CALABARZON director No-
emi Paranada confirmed that
Udenna Water Integrated Inc.
does not have a valid ECC tor
the project after the agency
denied their application last
November 2021.

The DENR-EMB'’s letter

was in response to Preza’s call
for the DENR to restrain the
ongoing implementation of
the project due to the lack of
an ECC and the lack of public
consultations with the uffected
downstream users.

“We have been madegwarc

that no ECC has been' #stied.

prior to any of their c¢
tion achvities.

IR: No ECC yet to

We believe that this project
poses an imminent environ-
mental threat not only to the
communities within the im-
mediate vicinity of the project,
but also to our municipality
downstream,” Preza said.

Preza noted that beforz any
resource extractive aclivity is
undertaken, there must be a
public consultation whercin
all stakeholders are given the
opportunity lo discuss their
concerns on the project.

“With the propused extrac-
tion of water [rom T.umbo
Spring, our farmers arc gravely
concerned about how this will
negatively impact their liveli-
hood and food production in
the region,” he said.

Based on an earlicr letter of
denial lo Udenna Water. Pa-
ranadasaid the company’s ECC
application was denied “due to
mounting opposition from vari-
ous stakeholders in the area”,

She emphasized that the.

isgues and concerns raised by
the National Irrigation Authos-
ity (NLA) and concerned irriga-
tors should be addressed prior
10 the issuance of an ECC.

L ’T*he’?mject will tap water
the

from Lumbo Spring lo-

vated in Dolores, Quezon to
provide potable water to be

distributed hy the two adjacent -

water districts, particularly the
San Pablo City Water District
and the Dolores Water DisLrict.

Preza said that farmers
depend on water from the
mountains of Mt. Banahaw in
Quezon for their crops. The
town of Dolores lies near the
foot of Mt. Banahaw:

Aside from the mountain
range, the said water flows
into rivers and streams that
benefit hundreds of heclares of
rice fields and other high vahie
crops in its town before it flows
to the neighboring munici-
palities of San Antoniv and San
Juan, Batangas to Tayabhas Bay.
. Preza said the reduction
of water supply and gradual

stoppage of its flow in the riv-

ers has already been observed
to have a significant impact
on the cultivation of rice, £13h
value crops and animal hus~
bandry in more than half of the
barangays of Tiaong,
“Tarmers will be even more
concerned about the slow-
down or reduction of water
flow if water from its main
source 15 reduced and made

Lumbowater project

available lo‘other provinees,”
he added.

Apart from the LGU of
Tiaong, NIA also released a
position paper on behalf of
its tarmer beneficiaries, o
posing the completion of tl]';
Lumbo Spring Bulk Water Sup-
ply Project given the already
significant decline in water
discharge which is expected -
to worsen due to the Lumbo
water exfraction. :

"“There is a clear threal of ir-
rigation water shortage duk to
the increasing numbez of yiter
users both for dom‘eb%%d
agricultural use. The ST 2
DWD proposed waler project
and the continuous decrease
of water discharge will jeop-
ardize the government’s thriast
towards food security and will
decrease farmers’ potential
income,” the NIA said.

In November 2020, SPCWD
and DWD jointly issued a
notice of award to the Consor-
tium of Udenna Water Tnclam,
S.A. and Optimus Engincering
and Construction to build the
P103 million Lomhbo Spring
Bulk Waler Supply Project

“thraugh a public-private patt-

nership (PPP) scheme.
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CASH CROP A farmer dries tobacco leaves on the slope of a dike road at Barangay Gualsic in Alcala, Fangasinan, in this photo
taken in March. Tobacco farming is one of the major cash crops inthe llocos region. —wiLLieLomizas >
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AT RISK Fishermen in Bin-
maley, Pangasinan province,
sort out fish caught from
Lingayen Gulf in this photo
taken on Jan. 30. Villagers
fear that a proposed black
sand mining in the qulf will
affect their livelihcad.
—WILLIE LOMIBAO
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By Inquirer Northern Luzon
@IngNational * '

(First of a series)

orthern Luzon, with its 15
provinces spread out in
the three regions of Hocos,
Cagayan Valley and Cordil-
lera, accounts for more than 6.9
million votes in the May elections.
" Perlile lands in these prov-
jnces supply major markets
af 'vegetables, rice, corn and
tobacco, while its rich fishing
grounds pump life to coastal
commuiities. N orthern Luzon S
forasts—fram the
to the Caraballo Mountax,ps*‘tg
the Sierra Madre—are among
the ‘remaining green patches
in.Luzon and haost the headwa-
te:  af the island's great rivers
whe = cleat energy is derived.

r "'“mdlgeuoub people commu-

nities in the north are the keep-
ers of a unique heritage, making
these regions attraclive ecotour-
ism and cultural destinations. for
people wanting to learn more
about the country's history.

Northern Luzan has also en-
dured natural disasters, especial-
ly the provinces in Cagayan Val-
ley that are perennially battered
by strong typhoons and wide-
spread flooding in recemnt years.

Given this landscape, what
are voters expecting from can-
didates seeking elective posts
on May9? =

In the Cordillera, a primar-
ily farming region, voters are
hoping that candidates can

_present a viable and long-term

solution to the unabated smug-
gling of agricultural products. -
Benguet vegetable trad-
ers are seeking the revival of a
task force to address vegetable
smuggling amid a “lukewarm”
response from concerned gov-
ernment agencies.
“Agot Balanoy, spokesper-
son for the-League of Assori-
ations at the La Trinidad Veg
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C‘ityiaﬁe.sybmekgmm_height of the severe flooding that hit
Cagayan province on Noy, 14, 2020. —DAYID TE/CONTRIEUTOR

etable Trading Post, said this
multisectoral Lask force was
their only “glimmer of hope” to
save the ailing industry and the
struggling farmers.

In 2016, Republic Act No.
10845 (Auti-Agricultural Sming-

who is also a Baguio doctar, is
asking them to focus on envi-
ronmental measures that would
reduce or eliminate future dis-
eases brought about by human
intrusion into plant and wildlife
habitats, particularly in Baguio,

N R

DAIE

should choose candidates who
Tespect dissent and freedom
of expression and who are not
threatened by activism,”

Agri, black sand mining

In Pangasinan, Samahang In-
dustriva ng Agrikultura (Sinag)
said camdidates must focus on
agriculture, which is also the ma-
jor industry of the province,

Rosendo So, Sinag president.
said the skyrocketing prices of fer-
tilizer and fuel are forcing farm-
€rs to spend P74,000 on planting

-and harvesting a1-hectare planta--

tion of rice or corn. Farmers use
diesel for water pumps and other

~ farm equipment,

“We have been asking the
governinent to suspend the
12-percent VAT (value-added
tax) and excise on fuel for at
least three months,” So said.

Apart from agriculture, an-
other major issue that faces

gling Act) was signed into Law Benguel and Cordillera forests. residents of Pangasinan is black
to promote Filipino farmers’ Dr.ElizabethMadiingSolang. sand mining in Lingayen Gulf,
productivity and protect them one of the first health-care work- an already environmentally
against smugglers and imporiers. * ers to be stricken with COVID-1g critical body of water.

But six years afterit wasen- in the city, cited scientific re- The project will extract 25

acted, Balanoy said smuggling
of vegetables had worsened,
Smuggled vegetables, she said,
used Lo be clandestinely sold at
night, “but today it happens in
broad daylight.”

“Smuggling remains an im-
portant election issue and the
next elected leaders must have
political will to stop smuggling
and alleviate the plight of the
local farmers,” Balanoy said in

search that ties recent pandem-
ics to “urbanization, economic
development and a socieral shift
toward environmental apathy.”

“Habitat destruction not
only increases our contact with
wildlife but disrupts the nat-
ural balance in ways that can
fitel pandemics,” she said, quot-
ing from a specch she delivered
during the International Wom.
en’s Month in March,

million metric tons of black
sand from the gulf and displace
close to 50,000 people who are
dependent on the gulf for their
livelihood, according to the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Ma-
rine Science Institute (UP MSI).
Since November fast year,
the UP MSI has been Opposing
the project, saying Parngasinan
is at risk of suffering “irrevers-
ible” damage if the seabed is

4 Fext message o1 April 7. Baguio had also been de- disturbed. UP MSI mainrains
1% : clared a safe haven for activ- a marine science laboratory in
Overdevelopment ism, which a religious leader Bolinao Town in Pangasinan,

Tn Baguio City, issues about
overdevelopment, aggravated
by‘breaches in the carrying ca-
pacity of resources like water
and waste management, are
among the campaign platforms
of city:candidates,

But a COVID-19 survivor.

said should be an election issue,

Bishop  Reuel Norman
Marigza of the United Church
of Christ in the Philippines
said: “Ina democracy, the inter-
play of those who govern and
those who oppose and dissent
ale necessary ingredients, We

According to the UP:MSI,
the project would only serve.
the “short-term: interests of
those who will profit from a
misgulded development that
threatens the lifeblood of Pan-
gasinan and LaUnion.”

“What office and who
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among the candidates are
against [black sand] mining and
what are their plans of action
to save Lingayen Gulf?” asked
Trene de Vera, a professor at the
Pangasinan State University
Binimaley campus. ,

Taobacco industry

In the Tlocos provinces, (0-
bacco farmers want candidates Lo
improve the quality of their lives.

According to Bernard Vi-
cente, chair of National Fed-

_eration of Tobacco Farmers
-Asgoriation and Cooperatives, .
' farmers in llocos Sur have been
planting tobacco only to make
ends meet.

“I think it is time that they
finally heed our call to help us
improve our lives as until now,
we do not fecl that there is de-
velopment for our sector,” said
Vicente in Ilocano. ;

The government earns
about Pi25 million tax from
a hectare of land planted with
Virginia tobacco, said Vicenre.

Despite this, he lamented
how the plight of tobacco farm-
ers is continuously neglected
even though they contribute to
the region’s economy.

Vicente's group is asking
local officials for alternative
sources of income which would
allow them to earn, instead of

being idled, when they wait for
their tobacco yield that usually
covers a six-month period.

These alternative Sources
would also allow tobacco farm-
ers in the province to stand on
their own feet when the World
Health Organization’s Prame-
work Convention on Tabacco
Contral, to which the Philip-

_pines is a signatory, would bhe
fully realized, sald Vicente.

The framework alms 1o
reduce harmful tobacco con-
sumption in signatory coun-
tries which could affect their

PSRN PPN | it T Loy a]

TRADERS’ HUB Workers at
the vegetable trading postin
La Trinidad, Benguet, unload
vegetables coming from other

- areas in the Cordillerain this

April 3 photo. Local farmers
continue to fight the unabat-
ed vegetable smuggling in the
country. —ALLAN MACATUNO

demand and production of to-
bacco, he added.

For Alyansa ti Mannalon ti
Tlocos Norte leader Genaro de
la Cruz, local government pro-

~ grams on alternative sources

of income should empower
farmers. “We have to organizc,
educate and introduce to them
other viable economic activi-
ties aside fromrwhat they have
been depending on,” he said.
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Disaster response

In Cagayan . Valley=iegion,:
torrential rains and typhooms:
dt_zriug the rainy season have
triggered severe flooding, espe-
cially in the provinces of Cagay-
an and Isabela, in recent years,
like the one that ocrurred ing
November 202¢ at the. height
ol Typhoon “Ulysses” (interna-.
tionabname: Vamco).

The massive ﬂuod'iilglw.‘a?
described by local government
officials as the worst they had
experienced in 4o years. It af-*
fected at least 151,600 families,
in Cagayan and Isabela, and
killed 24 people. :

Residents in these areas

were hoping that candidates
counld provide sclutions to the
perennial disaster as local of-
ficials admitted that environ-
mental destruction had aggra-
vated the situation.
_In the northernmost prov-
ince of Batanes, which regu-
larly  experiences damaging
typhoons, tesidents said they
were hoping that aspiring local
and national officials would pri-
oritize their community over
their personal interests.

“()ur island’s geographic
location situates us in a spor
where our exposure to satural
disasters is so high [that] we,
cannot do anything about that”
sald_ Chairmaine Gato, a govern-
ment employee in Ithayar town,

But it is during disasters,

—

she said, that they get the

charice 1o see the quality of
leaders they elect. —rerorts FROM
KIMB&IJ‘E QUITASOL, VINCENT CABREZA,
YOLANDA SOTELD, JOHN MICHAEL MU-
GAS, VILLAMOR VISAYA JR. AND NATHAN'
ALCANTARA IND :
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GCash to plant

half a mllllon
‘mangrove trees in Cebu

Cash, the leading digital mobile wallet

in the courttry, together with the Ra-

mon Aboitiz Foundation Inc., (RAFI),
is planting 550,000 mangrove trees in Tafnion
Strait in Cebu to help the environment and
mitigate the effects of natural disasters in the
province. Cebu was one of the provinces to
endure the hrunt of Typhoon Odette.

Mangroves help build more
disaster-resilient communities
as they protect coastlines by de-
creasing the risk of flooding and
erosion. Compared to planting
upland trees, mangroves are
capable of high carbon seques-
tration, also known as “blue
carbon” which helps reduce the
amount of carbon dioxide to
minimize the effects of climate
change. Moreover, mangroves
promote the conservation of

fishing breeding ‘asands
port the livelil of farmer
and mangrove- iting com-

munities.

and CEO of GCash.

The planting period of these
mangroves will start in the sec-
ond and third guarters of 2022.
Maintenance activities will last
until 2024 to ensure a high sur-
vival rate of th¢ planted man-
grove seedlings.

This initiative is a part of
GCash’s sustainability efforts
under GForest, its environmen-
tal sustainability feature on the

app.

“We've scen the impact of
natural calamities in the vul-
nerable communities in the
country. At GCash, we confinue

to uphold our commitment to

environmental = conservafion
and sustainability together with
pur partners. We are grafte-
ful to have found a partner in
the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation
Inc.. Together we will work to-
ward making our coastlines less
vulnerable to extreme weather
events and help build maye sus-
tainable and disaster-resilient
‘communities in the future,”
said Martha Saxzomn, President

GCash users can help plant
mangrove trees anytime, any-
where. With GForest, theycando
so virtually by collecting green
energy peints by reducing their .
footprint whenever they use
the various cashless services of

‘GCash, such as Send Money, Pay

Hills, or Bank Transfer on the
app. Users can also earn points
and forther decrease their car-
bon footprint every time they
walk if they enable GCash to ac-
cess their health app or fitness
{racker.

Since GForest’s launch in
2019, more than 10 million us-
ers have joined the cause. As
of December 19, 2021, a total
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of 1,060,000 trees have
planted virtually by GFarest

ers, 1 million of which have heen <.
converted to actual trees planted

‘in various locations.

Pnor to the planting of man-
groves in 2022, GCash and RAF1
have partnered to conduct other
tree-planting pro;ects in Cebu,
-as well as tree-growing orien-

tations and planting trainings

for 150 farmers. That ihihatlve

GCash has also facilitated sev-
cral tree-planting projects with
other partners in Luzon and
Mindanao,

‘With its various digital prod-
ucts and services, particularly
GForest, GCash continues to
hclp,encourage itsusers to adopt

—
L3
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asustainable future — one man-
grove at a time. “GCash has heen
a valued partner of RAFI One To
Tree. Over the last year, we have
worked with GCash in eslab-
lishing native tree nurserics and
helping recover tree cover lost
in the Philippines. 'The Glash
RAFI Mangrove Project is our
latest project together and we
are excited to work with them in
growing mangrove forests to-
gether in Cebu Province,” said
Anthony Dignadice, Executive
‘Director of RAFI One To Tree.

GCash is committed to build
environmentally-conscions
and civic-minded communi-~
ties genuinely concerned for
the environment. Through its
cutting-edge technology and
establishing impactful partner-
ships, GCash takes an active role
in minimizing the effects of cli-
mate change.

The GCash RATI Mangroves
Project will run for a duration
of 33 months. “This important
initiative in cooperation with

- RATT is a concrete testament

of our environment, social and
gavemance (ESG) aspiration in

. GCash. As announced recently,

we planted one million trees na-
* tionwide as of end February and

As:de from’Ceﬁi in Visayas *We‘hreposithre that through this

initiative, we will be able to plant
more together with our GForest
champions all over the coun-
try,” adds Chito Maniago, VP for
Corporate Communications and
Public Affairs of GCash.

For more informaﬁdn—, visit
www.geash.com.
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Asean cities, local governments crucial to

biodiversity conservation

Tleast 70 percent of bio-

diversity policies are be-

ing implemented at the
local and subnational levels, yet
they are not always prafiled.

Thereis, however, growingrec-
ognition of the vital contribution
of cities and subnational govern-
ments in meeting the global bio-
diversity goals and rargets, and
Asean cities are urged to support
this exciting development.

The Edinburgh Declaration was
drafled from a series of consulta-
tions with subnational govern-
ments and regivnal, city andlocal

- authworitiesled by the Scottish gov-

‘ernment together with the United
Nations Convention un Biolvgical
Diversity (CBD) in view of the an-
ticipared past 2020 global biodi-
versity framework. .

To date, over 200 governments
have signed to commit to acr for
nature conservation and climate
change in the coming decade.

This cooperation aims to fa-
cilitate the alignment of global
biodiversity strategies, actions,
monitoring, and reporting ef-
forts across all government ley-
els, contributing o meaningful
long-term biodiversity impacts
and goals from the local leading
up to global levels.

The commitment is set to en
ahleitasignatories ta have access
to more resource mobilization
opportunities for biodiversity at
subnational orlocallevels;main-
stream biodiversity cancerns
across sectors; and have access
to opportunities for biodivet-
sity knowledge exchange across
all sectors.

Paul Dale [ro:n the government
of S34o Paula, Brazil, shared that
as part of the h"dinburgh‘ Process,
Asean citica may receive more sup-
port to increase concrote actions
and outcomes for biodiversity in
the coming decade.

“The consultations during the
Edinburgh Process indicate that
the subnational and local govern-
ment shouldnotjust be considered
as a stakeholder and that their

e,

CITIES and subnational governments play a crucial
role in protecting biodiversity. PHOTI BY DAN LOY CTORIANC

competency and implementation
shouldberecognizedin the fraue-
wark,” Dale said.

In the past yeara, Ascan citics
have been rapidly maving toward
urbanization, prompting popu-
lations from regional provinces
to flock to 1irban areas for better
£conomic opportunities:

This growing density of
people in cities has resulted in
the further conversion of key
ecosystems and the decline of
biologiczal diversity.

Mobilizing subnational and
lucal city governments in main-
slreaming and integrating bio-
diversity inte urban planning
is crucial in the conservation
of existing narural areas and
biodiversity in cities.

During the wehinar, the Azean.
membeyr state (AMS) expressed
its readiness to sign up as a city-
state to the Edinburgh Declara-
tion on biodiversity and encour-
aged other Asean cities tobe part
of the network as well.

“Cities can play a significant
positive role in addressing the
challenges ol bivdiversily consger-
vation and climate changs,” said
Dr. Lena Chan, senior director
for the International Biadiversity
Conservation Division of NParks
Singapore.

“We seek the full support
from the [AMS] to adopt the
plan of action at CBD COP 15

[15th Conference of Parties'.”

Chan also encouraged cities to
apply the SingaporeIndexas atool
to evaluate and monitor biodiver-
sity conservation efforte.

With Singaporelcading urban
hiadiversity canservation in the
Asean region, Chan encourages
the adaoption af the revised Sin-
gepore Index on Cities' Biodi-
versity, or The Singapore Index,
ACB said.

The Singapore Index serves as
a self-zvaluation tocl for cities
to measure and monitor biodi-
versity and efforts to conserve
it using 28 indicators based on
the core components of native
biodivers:ity, biodiversity-pro-
vided escorystems services, and
bindiversity manapement and
goverrance.

Guided by the principle “if you
'can’t measure it, you can’t man-
age it,” this raol can assist ciries
in gathering valuable informa--
tion and baseline data to better
inform their pregrams and poli-
cies on managing the manifold
impact of cities on biodiversity
and vice-versa. _

Ingrid Coetzee, director of
Biodiversity Nature, and Heallh
ICLEI-Cities Biodiversity Cen-
tre Scuth Africa, emphasised
that while biodiversity policies
are negotiated and adepzed at
the nztional and glabal levels,
the success of implemeéntation
lies on the support of the sub-

«national and local levels where

P >
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majarity of the implementation
happens.

Coetzee added that there is a
need to support the Declatativn
as well as the Plan of Action on
Subnational Governinents, Citics,
and Other Local Authoritics for
Biodiversity (2021-2031).

“The Plan ol Action is ...there

to supporl state partics in their
efforls to reach national and
global targers for biodiversity,
and develop Natienal Biodiversity
Strategics and Action Plans that
are right for their circumstance,”

Covtzee said.

Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim, ACE
executive director, expressed the
ACB’s commitment to supporl-
ing the Edinburgh Declaration on
Biadiversity and to rolling our the
Singapore Index on Cities’ Biodi-
versity in the Asean.

Lim also lauded Singapore
for its strong leadership and
commitment tu citics and ur-
ban biodiversiry conzervation
in the region,

* “Forusintheregion, ourshared
understanding of hiadiversity as

the centrppmcc of regional eco-
‘numic recovery and resiliende-
building is vemgnlzed by several

regional frameworks, such as,
among others, the Asean Com-
prehensive Recovery Framework,”
she said.

Lim explained thul a draft re-
gional statement will be created
from the outcomes and insights
shared during the workshon.

She emphasised that the region-

al statemnent demonsrrates the
AMS's unity and cooperation in
advancing vegionzl sustainable

development, ACB said. .
- Therr are more concerns to

address in the aspect of biodi-
versity and cities’ sustainable
development, Lim said.

“Iam confxdent, however, that
we can figure out our way forward
to respond to all Lhese, as one re
gional communily, inspiredbythis
year’s Asean theue, ‘Ascan ACT:
Addrecsing Lhaﬂenpcs Together
Lim noted.
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N ations must move

EN,EVA—Environmentalists

aré criticizing the slow progress

at a UN-backed meeting of
nearly all the world’s countries toward
beefing up protections for biodiversity
on Earth, ahead of a crucial meeting
expected later this year in China where
delegates could sign a global agreement.

A total of 195 countriea—hut
not the United States—which are

parties to the Convenrion on Bia

logical Diversity wrapped up atwo-
week meeting recently that aimed
to make progress loward a deal to
prevent the loss of biodiversity
and avoid the extinction of many
vulnerable species.

It also addresses the emer-
gence of pathogens like the coro-
navirus, which damagebothlives
and livelihoods.

Delegates agreed to hold an in
terim meeling in Kenya's capital,
Nairobi, in June before a High-level
conference knownas 1511 Confer-
ence of Parties (COPLS) in Kun-
ming, China, at a still-undecided
date later this year.

195\ ers:t/mr
own survival on this planet. It is
not a joking marter,” said Francis
Ogwal of Uganda, a nieeting co-
chair. “Every day rhat you live as

a human being iz on bicdiversity.”

Ogwal cited the “close linkage”
betwecn biodiversity and climate
change, saying “every time that
governments are talking about
mobilizing for climate change,
they shauld be doing the same for
biodiversity.”

Advocacy groups and some
governments have ambitions for
adealin Kunming rhat would aim
to protect and conserve at least
30 percent of the world’s land,
inland waters and vceans Lo help
stanchhabitatloss, the overuse of
nature by people and businesses,
and the emergence of pathogens
that thrive off of cnvireanmental
upheaval.

Some faulted the lagging pace

of progress.

-“With sa lirtle fime te Kun-
ming, parties have finally kicked
the can to the end of the road,”
said quenpéace East Asia senior

faster to protect biodiversi
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A DIXIE Vallei toad sit:

s atop grass in Dixie Valley, Nevada, on Aprll 6, 2009, The US Fish and

Y

Wildlifa Service temporarily listed a rare northern Nevada toad as endangered on an emergency
basis partly because of threats a geothermal plant in the works peses to its hahitatin the only
place its known to live in the world abawt 100 miles east of Reno,

palicy advisor Li Shue.

As president of COP15, “China
shouldworkoutacontingencyplan
todeliver a complex package with
quality and ambition,” Li added.

The US-based Campaign for
Nature peinted to an emerging
consensus on the30

munities and Indigenous peoples
should be berter protected.
- Still it pressed for greater in-

s in Genevahave not reflect-
rgency thatis needed to

AT AAPLES/NEVAA DEPYRTMENTCE VALLIZEY A AP

facing our natural world,” said
Campaign for Nature's director,
Brian Q'Donnell.

“Pragresswiththenegotiations -
has been painlully slow, and the
level of amhition with financing
remains woelully inadequate,”
O'Donnell said.

He said donor countries should
commit t¢ “farmore ambilicus [i-
nancing targeta.” Foveer i

" Akey issue has been OB repur-
posing and- redirecting harmful

__ subsidies that total 3500 billion

A SN e \'}ﬁsﬁff .

pet year and can damage .
versity. A draft proposal for Lhe
China mecting aims to commit
$700 billion for suslaining or
improving biodiversity. AP
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By NarasHa WHITE & ERIC ROSTON ey continues to pour iuto fos sil
~ [uels and too little is channeled

=V¥HE world's leading cli- | to clean energy. &
mate fmance experrs Iml.blatestassessmentofgloba.
and cconomists warn of e“forts to%ontaiﬂ climate change,

"a “persistent misallocation of published Monday, the United Na-
global capital” as too much moen- tions Intergovernmental Panel on
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Climale Changeissuedastarlealert
that the woMdis ol rack to miss
its targel L%g’mha} warming,
Finance is both driving the prob-
lem and a “eritical enabler” in the
energy transition, the panel said,
The LPCC findings add mors
canse for alarm arnid =igns that
the energy transitionisbackslid-
ing, as somenativnascramble for
polluting alternatives Lo Russia's
gas in the wake of its invasicn
-of Ukraine. Financing for coal-
rclated projecls is rurniag al a
rate that’smorz than doukble last
year's pace. The world already
faced “large macroecanomic
beadwinds” hampering dlimare
tinance “even befure ('ovid-19.”
said the IPCC authors. The war
serves to compound Lhesn as the
window to act narrows furtler.
LThe werld stands at a tipping
point or “pattern break” in the
stalus guo, said Edward Mason,
~ directorat Generation nvestment
Management, agreen finance firm
co-founded by former U5 Vice
President AlGore, teferringto the
war in Ukraine and its impacts on
LLie energy transition. “Wo mus tn't
lose sight of the bigger pictare.”

A ‘critical enabler’
IF too much finance is going to
fossil fuels, far too little isheing
spent on tackling and adapting
to climate change, particularly
in developing countries. The
gap between finance needs amj
availability is nothing new, saic
Clapp, but the “order of magni-
tude" has changed since the last
auch 1PCC reportin 201<.
Financing to prevenr further
climate change is falling short by
up to a factor of six globally :‘md
sight for developing counlries;
the IPCC found. Money flowshave
increased over the pact decade,
but remain unevenly distributed
across regions and sectors, and
their growth has slowec.
laterspersedinthe [PCC'sanal
ysis are notes of optimism. .ln par-
icular, “innovative financing ap-
proaches,” including green bonds
and RSG labeled products, could
help reduce the underpricing of
climate risk in markets.

MtheE Qe LwtC; ON peradl when ¢

7 'Binkrolling destruction 4.

FOR the world Lumeet its climate
target requires a “substantial
reduction in vverall fossil-fuel.
use” that “willleave a substantial
amount of fussil fuclsunburned,”
thel?CCsaid. Andyel thefinance
sector contiaues te fund fossil-
fuel development,

Over halt of the 150 biggest i
vancial institutivns globally have
norestrictionson financingoil and
gas, and two-thirds of the world's
largest banks and aszet managers
are lailing to set concrete climats
targets for this decade, according
Lotwo separate analysesby NG Os,
For their part, a whopping 83 per-
cent of the world's biggest pollut-
ing firms aro yet tc map a mean-
ingful path to net-zero emissions, '
aleading investor alliance found.

Such shortcomings among [i-
nanciersand corporativnsamount’
to a “syslemic underpricing” of
climate risk in the financial sys-
fem, according ra the [PCC. They
alsollyinthe face of these finance
firms’ public pledges, notably the
Glasgow Financial ‘Alliance for
Net Zeru. Launched at the COP?6
climate summit last November,
GFANZ members wortl; a com-
bined $130 Lrillion committed
to achieving net zero emissions
by 2050 at the latest and daliver-
ing their fair share of 50 percent
emissions reductions this decade.

“We often see these iritiatives

b S covironmental-social-pov-

ernance, or ESG, sector already
encompasses $40 trillion in assets
globally, and the label canbe found
ananythingfromanexchange trad-
ed fundtoacredit default swap, Such
panoply of products and claims has
led to allegations of greenwashing,
cited in the new report as a “chal-
~lenge” ra the efficacy of such ap-
proaches. Whileregulators globally
are beginning to apply scratiny, in-
tegrityellortstodate have centered
ontransparencyand corporate dis-

closures, such as those developed

by Task Force on Climate-related
Disclusures. ESG strategies alone
“do not yield meaningful social or
environmental outcomes,” not-
ed the [PCC authers, citing the
need for stronger government
policy aind u'timately erhanced
regulation. Bloomberg News

are madcz marketing and not
cencrete allion,” said Lucie Pig.
Sen, executive diractor of Reclaim
Finance, an NGO that authored
one of the studies. “Now is rhe
time for financial institutions Lo
show (kat their climate pledges
were not pure greenwashing and
hatthey are sericus aboyt taking
action this year.”
Blvomberg Green wrole to 18
lirms for comment on Reclaim
Finauce’s findings, including Al-
lianz, AXA, Credit Suisse and
UBS. Of those that responded,
all reiterated theiy commitiients
te net zero and considerad their
policies to he in lige with them
Mast referred to their elforts tg
Cngage companies, rathe; than
divest, which ane assel manager
describedas "ot themost impart-
tul tool for investors” because “it
limits the OPPOrtunity to imnpact
poaitivelymmompanyb,enaviors.u"»--
Whal's ciecar is thut there’s no
time to kick the can down the
road, said Chris:a Clapp, a co-
author of (he new IPCC report’s
finance chapter, “Deapite recent
Lummitinents, these Ligh levels
of publifand privite fossil-fupl
linancing continue to be a major
copncern,”she said. i
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THIS hezlth worker conducts mosquito sampling and surveillance in a eommuw
in Vientiane, Lao PDR.

Take climate action,
‘take care of each other

‘A‘l'

Anurgent call to protect health and
mitigate the climate crisis was issued
by the United Nations (UN) health
agency on Wednesday to mark World
Ilealth Day on Thursday; 7 April.

In its call-to-action, the World
Health Organization (WHO) issued
a shocking report on Monday, noting
that 99 percent of people breathe
unhealthy air — mainly resulting from
‘tha'burning of fossil fuels.

criSis: The same unsustainable
choices that are killing our planet are
killiig peaple,” WHO Direetor-General
Tcdiw Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

,Healﬂl and social erises
 The [N health ney warned thal
the stendily hwﬁmg wor!d is seeing
mosquite-borne diseases spreadms
farther and faster than ever hefore.

And extreme weather events,
“biodiversity loss, land degradation
watcr scarcity are displacing

‘people and affecting health, while
‘pollution and plasties ‘med ab
the bottom of the world’s deepest

K@eam and highestfountains are

e

“The climate crisis is a health |

increasingly making their way into
{pod ehains and blood streams.
Moreover, systems that produce
highly processed, unhealthy foods
.and beverages are driving a wave of
obesity, increasing cancer and heart
disease, while generaring up to a third
of global greenhouse gas emissions,

- These health and sacial erises are
compramising people’s ability to take
control over their health and lives,
WHO said.

o Covid fuctor

The Covid-19 pandemic has
highlighted fault lines of inequity
across the world, underlining the
urgemcy of creatmg sustainable and
healdthy societics which do not breach
ecological limits.

“I need o ensire thatall people have

- aecess to Iiiesaving and lifeenhancing

ol systerns, policies and environments,”
WHO's Manifesto for a healthy and -
green recovery fram the pandemic
prescribes probecting and preserving
nature as the primary source of

‘human health. )
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Almost every _
breathing polluted air

The agency’s data indicates

that 4.2 million people die from

exposure to ouldoor air pollution,

in addition to the 3.8 million whose
“deaths are linked to household

smoke produced by dirty stoves

and fucls

An astonishing 99 percent of the world’s
population breathes polluted air thal exceeds
internaticnally approved limits, with negative
health impacts kicking in at much lower
levels than previously thought, United
Nations (IN) medical scientists last week.

Noting Lhat fossil fuels are responsible
for most of the harmful enissions that are
linked to acute and chronic sickness, the
World Health Organization (WIIO) called for
tangible steps to curb their use.

The UN agency alse urged more
governments to take note that it has made
significant revisions to its air quality
indicators, including for particulate matter
— known as PM2.5 — thar can enver the
bloodstreaiu, alang with nifrogen dicxide,
another common urban pollutant and
precursor of particulave matter and ozone,

Lower level :

“Tt has been recognized that air pollution

has an impact at a much lower level than

previously thought,” Dr. Sophie Gumy,

Technical Officer at WHO's Department of

Environment, Climate Change and Health,
said,

“So, with all the new evidence that. has

G@me up over the last 15 years since the

'HO alr quality guideline update, most

of the values ‘of the guideline levels have

L l L NS

e

~

SMOG fills the skyline of the city of Toronto, Canada.

been reduced. So (for) particulate malter,

it has been reduced by two, and for nitrogen
dioxide, it has been reduced by four.”
According Lo the WHO, low- and
middleincome countries still experience
greater exposure to unhealthy levels of
partisul:te matter compared to the global
average, but nitrogen dioxide patterns “are
different, showing less difference between
high-and low- and middleincerme conntries.”

Invisible danger
The agency’s data indicates that 4.2

million people die: from exposure to outdnor.

air pollution, in addition to the 3.8 million
whose deaths are linked to household
smoke produced by dirty stoves and fuels.

And hased on WHO's mathematieal
modelling of available air pollution data
from 80 percent of the world’s urbun areas,
it indicates that almost, every one of us faces
an increased risk of heart disease, stroke,
lung disease, cancer and pneumonia.

Ag depressing and as dangerous as this
situation is, the N heulth agency insists

= —

one now

FHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF UN

that mementum has been growing for better
air quality evervwhere in the last decade.

Proof of this is the fact thut more
than 6,000 cities in 117 countries now
monitor air quality, compared to 1,100 cities
in 91 countries n decade ago.

Achieving cleaner alr is also one of the
I7 Sustainable Development Goals, and an
increasing number of UN agencies have
Dassed resolutions urging member states to
address the health impacts of smog fillcd sir.

Weleoming the increasing number of
cities that have begun lo megsure-air

‘quality for the first time, Dr. Maria Neira,

director, WHO Department of Environment,
Climafe Chunge and Health, said that it was
particularly significant that data is also being
gathered on nitrogen dioxide,

Nitrogen dioxide “is a proxy indicator for
traffic and ii’s telling us what is happening
ab the urban level and how this gas that we
know that is so damaging and causing so
many of respiratory diseages — one.of them
being asthina - is increasing in many cilies
around the world.”
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THE Philippines and China reaf-
firmed their parinership in climate
change action and underscored
the need for cooperation in practi-
cal and pragmatic projects.

At Chinese Ambassador Huang
Xilian's courtesy call on Sectetary |
Robert E.A. Borjc of the Climate |
Change Commission, the twa"
countries emphasized that urgent
climate change action is required
in the areas of adaptation, mitiga-
tion and himance in order to ad-
dress the many climate challenges
faced by the dcvelopmgworld e

‘Now, more than ever, prrt
ships that work are crucial for |
climate change action wmakea
real difference. The I’lnhppmes“
and China are well-placed to
harness existing cooperation as
a launchpad for mtens1ﬁéd40int-
action,” Rorje said.

Stressing that the perppecuved
af the developing world and
archipelagic/island nations must
inform and shape global discus-
sion on climate change, Hnr;esmd
that these nations, induding the

~ Philippines, “continueto’ bearthe
brunt of climate change impact.”
ot be business as usual
for untry, our region aiid our
world. Wemustworkhm'dermgdh |
en\’ltaltodmslsaccesslmﬂhnﬂugy |
aswdlﬁnanangforadaptau and
mlhg;luun "said Bofje. |

For his part, Huang recognized |

the Philippines’ imporinnt gole
in giving & resonant voice to the
developing woild on the issue of
climate change.

- Noting that the Philippines

fﬁ’é&s many climate ¢hallenges

and has its own conmbuuons
to global discussions and ai
Ambassador Huang imderhned
that China will wurk closely with
the Philippines Ein ‘projects and
programs that canimpaaposxuve
ly-and quickly on communities.”

Roth Bogjeand 1 Iuangzdent:ﬁz&
cooperation in renewable enagy‘"

induding solar energy as convei-
gence that offers ammml oppur-
tunities. fcrp}oa

The two officials also recog-
nized the need (o make climate
finance and technology more ac-
cessibleand should continue to be
advanced in all relevant fora until
resulls wre visible. .

Huang expressed readiness (o fur-
ther swengthen dimate change co-

operation betwern the Philippines
and Chma, through discussions

with boplmlsmunc[ Xie ﬂlgnhua
torChlnasﬁlmate Change Affairs.

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ
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""15 degrees Celsius:
.~ The elusive goal

—The good news before the
bad. |

The latest report by
the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)
convened by the United Na- |
tions says that our overheated t 7
planet has made slight progress |
lowards managing climate
change because of the falling
costs of clean energy. /

But the bad news is the dire warning thal unless
countries “drastically accelerate efforts over the nexl
few years lo slash their emissions from coal, oil and
natural gas, the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius, ur 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, will likely
be out of reach by the end of this decade”

1.5 degrees Celsius or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit is the
threshold beyond which the dangers of global warm-
ing will be open tv us — worsening floods, droughts,
wildfires and ecosystem cullapse. Humans are record-
ed to have already healed the planet by an average of
1.1 degrees Celsius since the 19th antury, largely by
burning fossil fuels for energy.

But as The New York limes reports, the goal is
nothing short of daunting. To attain just 1.5 degrees
Celsius would mean reguiring nations to reduce
their planet-warming emissions hy 43 percent by
2030 and to stop adding carbon divxide to the atmo-
sphere by early 2050s, However, current policies of
governments are only expected to reduce tossil fuel
cmissions by a few percenlage points, the increase
traced to the pandemic, And today, the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, causing skyrocketing oil and gas
prices and distracting us from the urgent concern of
climate change. Just how realistic or frasible is the
1.5 degrees Celsius goal?

United Nations Secretary General Antdnio Guterres
minces no words as he addresses the world, “Thigis a
climate emergency,” adding thal wealthy economies
and corporations “are not just lurning a blind eye;
they are adding fuel to the lames. 'Thoy are choking
our planet, based on their vesled interests and historic
mvestments in fossil fuels, when cheaper, renewable
solutions provide green jobs, energy security and
greater price stability.” ki

Scientists say that even half a degree matters. Even
if we daonot come close to the 1.5 degrees Celsius goal,
we cannot just give up because every effort counts to-
wards taming global warming. Half 2 degreeis said to
be the ditference between a world with coral r
Archic summer sea ice and a wor i 1@
additional half-degree of warming could mean h
losses for polar hears, whales, seals and sea hirds

What can be done? The report lists the strategies
proposed by scientists and energy experts to help na-
tions make the transition to clean energy.
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. wer plarits worldwidethat generate electric-
ity e8 and factories would have tobe ed
up, relying more on wind, solar, nuclear, geo "" al -

ar hy Wer., i X

s Tra ttation, induslry and other scgments of
the econdmy need to run on clean electricity rather
than fossil fuels. Cars powered by gasoline could be
replacedWwith electric vehicles charged by low-carbon
grids. The shift is not easy for batteries for airplanes
are gtill 50 heavy. : f

= Take steps to reduce total energy demand by
recy cling more raw materials and making tactorié
more cnurgy efficient.

* Fmissions from deforestation and agriculture,
which account for around a fifth of global greenhouse
gases, must be dealt with, like global meat production,
which emits methane and carbon dioxide. Forests and
wellands need to be spared from destruction as they
store carbon dioxide, which is effective in mitigaling
global warming. '

These measures need to be initiated by governments
and institutions. It is apparent that there are enormous
challenges ahead. For instance, governments in the de-
veloping world still need tu extend access to electricity
and modern cooking fuels for hundreds of millions of
the poorest people, which might only be possible in
the short term by burning more fossil fuels.

Fatima Denton, director of the Uniled Nations Uni-
versity Institute for Natural Resources in Africa and
another author of the report says that greater finan-
dial support from wealthy nations Lo less developed
nalions is critical, “partly as a matter of fairncss and
historical responsibility: Western countries that got
rich by burning fossil fiels are now effectively lelling
poor nations that they cannot do the same.” They have
seen this as the route tu more wealth, more prosperity,
more capitalism, Denton adds.

Doing away with thc harmful emissions requires
overhauling present systems of governmenls, busi-
nesses and even socielies-as a whole. “That's not an
overnight thing, and it comes with some cost, whether
we like it or not,” Denlon concedes.

The strategies put forward in the IPCC report may
disappoint individuals who are personally committed
to mitigate climate change. Individual cfforts are not
to be rendered insignificant, for every initiative should
matter. We are guided by how large a carbor footprint
our lifestyles leave.

Some: practical suggestions and reminders to reduce
our cathon footprints:

¢ Practice the 5 Rs: refuse, reduce, reuse, rot, recycle.

« Bike more and drive Jess,

* Conserve: water and protect our waterways.

¢ Eat seasonally, locally and more plants.

* Switch to sustainable, clean energy.

It’s never oo late to hegin.

* * e

Young Writers” Hangouts on April 23 wilh Roel
Cruz, 2-3 pm. Write Things” six-day summer workshop
“Writefest” (now on its 8th year) on May 16, 18, 20, 23,
25, 27 is now open for registration. Open to 8-17 year
olds, it will run 3-4:30) pm every session.

Contact writelhingsph@gmail.com. 0945.2273216

Email: elfrencruz@gmail com
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EMISSIONS from coal-fired power plants contribute to air pollution In Ulaanbastar, Mongolia.
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DOH: No Covid recombinant variants
detected in PHL

BYCLAUDETH MOCON-CIRIACO APRIL 8, 2022

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire on Friday said that no XE, XD and XF
recombinants of Covid-19 have been detected vyet in the country.

“The latest sequencing result was last March kung saan makapagsabi tayo na sa ngayon ang
atin pong [wherein we can say that our] Omicron variant is almost 80 percent of the samples
na na-detect sa pinakahuli nating [detected in the latest genome sequencing ] run,” Vergeire
said in an online media forum.

Vergeire added that two Delta variant cases were detected in Regions 2 and 6.

“‘Maliban po diyan wala na po tayong nakitang na iba pang variant o sublineages nitong
Omicron variant [aside from that, we have not seen any variant or sublineages of this Omicron
variant],” Vergeire said.

Vergeire also said that the University of the Philippines (UP), through its Philippine Genome
Center (PGC) in UP Visayas and in UP Mindanao, has been doing its own run of genome
sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 from community samples in both island groups.

The fully-equipped satellite facilities, made possible through the joint efforts of UP, Department
of Science and Technology (DOST), Department of Health (DOH), and the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM), have begun genome sequencing services of nasopharyngeal
or oropharyngeal swab samples from DOH-licensed Covid-19 testing laboratories in
cooperation with the DOH — Epidemiology Bureau (DOH-EB), to detect SARS-CoV-2 variants
circulating in the Visayas and Mindanao regions.

Early this year, UP-PGC Visayas started working with the Western Visayas Medical Center for
the collection and viral RNA extraction of samples prior to sequencing.

To date, UP-PGC Visayas has successfully sequenced more than 300 samples and has
submitted the results to the DOH-EB for analysis and endorsement to the Regional
Epidemiology Surveillance Units (RESUS).


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/claudeth-mocon-ciriaco/
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The RESUs report the sequencing results to their respective local government units (LGUS) to
put into place a well-planned strategy to mitigate the transmission of circulating variants in the
concerned areas.

Similarly, the UP-PGC Mindanao team is working with the Southern Philippines Medical Center
(SPMC) for the sequencing of samples from Mindanao.

Last February, 98 extracted SARS-CoV-2 RNA samples from the SPMC were transported by
RESU Davao to PGC Mindanao for processing for whole genome sequencing.

The samples were analyzed using the bioinformatics pipeline technology and results were
forwarded to the DOH-EB.

The national effort for genomic biosurveillance of SARS-CoV-2 is a collaboration among
different agencies.

Laboratories and other institutions, through a coordinated chain of roles and responsibilities,
aims to provide local and national authorities with data and scientific evidence on the circulating
SARS-CoV-2 variants in the archipelago.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/08/doh-no-covid-recombinant-variants-
detected-in-phl/
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PH has ‘good’ pandemic management: OCTA

By Lade Jean Kabagani April 9, 2022, 4:22 pm
e

‘

OCTA Research fellow Dr. Guido David (PNA file photo)

MANILA — The massive vaccination program of the government has significantly contributed to
the downtrend of coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases in the Philippines, OCTA
Research fellow, Dr. Guido David, said Saturday.

For the past two years of battling the pandemic, David said one of the noticeable trends is
having surge waves three to four months apart.

“Medyo sinu-support nga nito yung hypothesis na humina yung immunity natin after a period of
time -- usually mga three to four months pero sa ngayon maganda naman ang kalagayan
natin (It is quite supporting the hypothesis that our immunity is going down after a period of
time -- usually its three to four months, but we are now in a good situation),” David said at the
public virtual briefing.

He noted that it is also possible that the Covid-19 surge in the country will not happen.

‘Kasi umpisa nang magkaroon tayo ng mass vaccination talagang na-control na natin,
especially yung hospitalization. In fact ngayon, over the past two years isa tayo sa may
pinakamagandang kalagayan sa Southeast Asia (Since we started the mass vaccination we
really controlled it, especially the hospitalization. In fact, over the past two years, we are now
one of the countries in Southeast Asia that is in the best situation),” David said.

“We’re proud of that. Ibig sabihin kahit papano -- may mga lapses tayo siguro sa umpisa pero
ngayon maganda na yung pandemic management natin. Sana magtuluy-tuloy ito in the next
years (That means -- even if we have some lapses at first but now we have a good pandemic
management. | hope it will continue in the next [coming] years),” he added.

David said the country remains at a very low-risk classification, with the nationwide’s positivity
rate staying at .06 percent.

The country’s average daily attack rate (ADAR) is still below 1 percent while the reproduction
rate has slightly increased, but the Covid-19 cases are still low.

David cited that health crisis management and policies should be data-based driven in all
aspects.

“Pag yung mga policies natin based on science at based on data, usually maganda talaga yung
calibration ng ating response (If our policies will be based on science and based on data,
usually will result to a good calibration of our response),” he said.
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David is also optimistic that the next administration will continue the data-based driven
approach of the government in responding to the Covid-19 pandemic and other challenges
posed by the global health crisis.

Meanwhile, David said the World Health Organization’s warning of a possible surge might come
true if the public will ignore the health protocols and refused to get vaccinated with Covid-19
primary doses and booster shots. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1171867
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U X6u4gttMFo&ab channel

=KUYARONSTV

FINALLY HETO NA DOLOMITE BEACH MANILA BAY 04-09-2022 DRONE SHOT

5817 views - Apr 9, 2022 iy 208 CJ DISLIKE > SHARE 3¢ CLIP =+ SAVE

KUYARONS TV
@ 100K subscribers SUBSCRIBE
drone shot manila bay dolomite beach

#manilabay
#dolomitebeach

SHOW MORE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX6u4gttMFo&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX6u4gttMFo&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX6u4gttMFo&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX6u4gttMFo&ab_channel=KUYARONSTV
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DOEOMITE SANDIS

- i

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSuCZ WTgkg&ab channe

I=KUYARONSTV

DOLOMITE SAND ANG HABA NA MANILA BAY TODAY

148 views - Apr 10, 2022 5 18  CJ DISLIKE > SHARE 3¢ CLIP =+ SAVE

KUYARONS TV
@ 100K subscribers SUBSCRIBE
progress of manila bay rehabilitation beach nourishment, dolomite sand.

#manilabay
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