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NRisstes water conservatlon

guldelmes for gov't offices

By JEL SANTOS

The Department of Environment

.and Natural Resources’ (DENR) Wa--

ter Resources Management Office
(WRMO) has issued guidelines for the
‘implementation of water- conserva-

‘tion measures by all government
offices.

This is in line with Malacanang s
Memorandum Circular (MC) No.
22 which orders all government
departments and instrumentalities
to strictly implement water conser-
vation measures as part of efforts
to prevent a water crisis‘amid the
looming El Nifio phenomenon.

The circular was signed on > 3

Jung 7 by Executive Secretary Lucas
Berpamin. »
n WRMO's Bulletin No. 1, it
- aleyted all government personnel
about MC 22 and the water conserva-
tior] program for public offices and
renjinded everyone of the “impend-
ing|El Nifio and potential drought
conditions this year.”
Che bulletin established water
confservation requirements for all
government offices to follow through
ther building managers.

s such, it noted that all agencies

mupt have separate water meters: -

and for them to regularly check. if
the|metersare functioning properly.
‘They may contact their water
_ seryice provider if a sub-meter needs

DENR issues water conservation
ghidelines for gov't offices 1«

to be installed,” it said. .

“Harvested rainwater, if possible,
should be used instead of potable
water to clean premises or water
plants.”

In addition, it reminded bulldmg.

administrators to check for leaks and
faulty fixtures, especially in toilets,
and to be observant of floors and
walls that may be constantly wet or
covered with molds due to moisture.

The WRMO also advised shutting
off the main building valves from 7

p.m., or as soon as staff members

had left the workplace entirely, until
6 a.m. a day later.

The bulletin also provided a chart
comparing per capita consumption vs
total monthly consumption based on

the number of frontline agency visi-
tors and workers.

“As a guide, each employee must
not consume more than 50 liters of
water per day in office buildings (also
consider the number of visitors for
frontline agencies) and not more than
180 liters per day in households/con-
dominiums and 24/7 offices. Multiply
these per capita consumption guides
and compare with your total monthly
consumption (1,000 liters = 1 cubic
meter),” it stated.

Earlier, President Marcos directed
the WRMO to monitor the progress ofe
all departments toward conserving
water through the analysis of their
monthly water bills, in a bid to reduce
their.consumption by 10 percent.

In April, Marcos created WRMO
by virtue of Executive Order No. 22.
Its main mandate is to ensure avail-
ability and sustainable management
of water resources in the country.
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NWRB to
cut MWSS,
NIA water

allocation if | |

Angat Dam

level falls

‘below 180
- meters 14

180 meters

Thisisa notable reduction from
. thecurrert 50 cms water allocation

for MWSS and 28.5 cms for NIA

_as the country prepares for the

negative impacts of El Nifio, which
are expected to be felt toward the
final quarter of 2023 up to the fn:st .

quarter of 2024,

" Asof 6 am. Frida:}, the water‘ J
- level at Angat Dam was at 180 45

meters,

The NWRB emphasized the .
- importance of water conservation
-measures during this “critical

period.” -
. “It is crugial for re31dents X bus1~

_ nesses, and institutions to remain

vigilant and actively participate in |

‘ efforts to conserve water resources, ™
" the NWRB said. “Implementmgf '
water-saving practices such as .

- rainwater harvesting, reducing’

' consumption, fixing leaks promptly,
and optimizing irrigation systenzc; v

can significantly contribute to miti-

- gating the impacts of the El Nifio.” it .
added. (Nlcole Magmanlac) o, " it

" that the water allocation for MWSS

" til the end of July if the water level

NWRBtocut
MWSS, NIA water -
allocations if Angat |

Dam level falls

| below 180 meters

The Nattonal Water Resources

~ Board: (NWRB) said on Friday, July

7, that it will ‘reduce. the. water

_allocationsfor the Metropohtan ‘

Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) and National Irrigation Ad-

. ministration (NIA) this month if the :

minimum water level at Angat Dam o

. continues to drop. .

Ina statement, the NWRB Sald.

will be lessened to 48 cubic meters
per second (cms) while the itrigation
allocanon for NIA will be 20 ¢ms un-

at Angat Dam falls-below its -
minimum. operatmg level of ’ 5 -
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UNREPLENISHED WITH RAIN,
MAGAT DAM DRYING UP

THE water at the Magat Dam reservoir is ap- Because little or no rain has fallen for
proaching the level where it will be too shal-  days in the provinces of Nueva Vizcaya and
low to generate power, the National Irriga-  Ifugao, the level has dropped by 7.5 meters
tion Administration-Magat River Integrated  since June 1, the NIA-Mariis said.

Irrigation System (NIA-Mariis) reported. >DryingA2

-EDRYING FROMAT:

UNREPLENISHEDINIGRA

The level was at 172.84 meters on
Juné1, plungingto 16534 monjuly7..
The level l{as to be at Jeast 160 m
1for the dam's hydroelectric plant to
continug operation, the agency said.
In July 1991, the four-decade-old
" dam recorded an all-time low of 149
meters-amid a prolonged drought.
One of.the country’s biggest
‘dams, Magat is used primarily for
jrrigating about 85,000 hectares of
agricultural lands, flood control and
power generation. : ) a3 i :
 Located along the Isabela-Ifugao £ wESel Ly = - &
border, Magat is the second-bigeest BELOW NORIVIAL rhe watertevel in this photo of the Angat
electricity provider among hydro  pam in Norzagaray, Bulacan, taken on Friday, July 7, 2023, is slightly below the =
dams in Luzon, contributing at least  parmal level at 180.45 meters, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and i
380 megawatts to the Luzon grid. Astronomical Services Administration said. The normal water level for Angatis
Construction of the dam was aU-  petween 180 meters and 210 meters. The onset of the El Nifio phenomenon, marked:
thorized by then-president Ferdinand  py drought caused by extreme heat, is threatening to dry up the major saurceof
Marcos St. through Presidential De-  water supply In Metvo Manila. PHOTO BY ISMAEL DE JUAN '
cree 693 on May 7, 1975. . - ‘
Work on the dam started in 1978  drought conditions in January next- cut from 28.5 cms to 20 cms. s

- and was completed in 1983.  year at the height of £] Nifia. The Metropolitan Waterworks and,
NIA-Marils, which overseesMagat's  ThéPantabangan Damisalsobelow  Sewerage System said they will appeal,
jrrigation component, Tesorts to imi-  normal level at 179.60m. the NWRB's decision.
gationona rotational basis whenever The Metropolitan Waterworks and « - “We will request for a meeting (with
the dam's water reserves dwindle. - Sewerage System (MWSS) announced. the NWRB) and appeal to them to not

SN Aboitiz Power, which ownsand  on Friday a nine-hour water inter-  reduce the water allocation for Metro

operates the Magat power plant, hasto  ruption on Wednesda'y for close 1'o Manila households,” Dizon said. ;

- ipusldatare duced capacity because Gl]D,FIUi.J househelds in Maynilad's . fI‘he Department of Energy (DoE}
of dropping water reserves. concéssionzone. : ' said ithad mapped out contingencies

" In March 2010, the dam stopped Patrick James Dizon, head of the  to augment power supply demand, as
generating power, affecting the entire  MWSS Angal,‘ Ipo Operations Manage-  production from their hydroelectric
Luzon grid, when its water level fell  ment 1_3!1\'151-:)?, said the water level at  plants are expected to slow down
to 152.7 meters., ; Angatis expected to fgli balow 180m. because of the dwindling water sup-
" Fhe NIA-Maris said it has started . “Howeer, we are projecting that  ply and the continued effect of the EL.

i "implamenu'ng measures.to_mitigate - there will be no interruption tomor-  Nifio phenomenon. :
the effects of below-normal r?'infa_ll mmgfcgp:fqrmeregtﬂar maintenance Energy Undersecretary Rowena
‘lausedby EINiRo. » ~ - ', .  acivities’Dizonsaid Guevarra sald at & briefing that the
“On Friday, the Philippine Atmo- There are 591,000 hf)u§cholds_m;}t _dg_panmem had already fired up the
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-  will be affected, wh]ch, Dizon sa_ld_, is Tlijan Power Plant in Batangas and was

- aal Services Administration (Pagasa) lower than the projected 1.5 million  expected to boost the power supply,
«aid the water levels in other dams _ houses to be affected by last April. espedially in Luzon. _
have dropped below normal. The length of interruption — from 7. The Ilijan plant runs on liquefied
Apgat Dam dipped o 180.45 m, _ pm. to4am —is shonter than the 14 natural gas. ‘
slightly down from its lowest no__rmal to 16hoursmtﬂmpu?n in r.\pnhhesaui Guevarra said other additional
level of 180 m, Pagasa said. The nor- On Th_ursday. the Nauon_ai \_Natf_t backup for power include generators
o lovelis 210 m. a5 Resources Board [NWRT.S] said it will " and even the power grids in the Visayag
" Angar supplis 90 percitof the s reduce e whterallocatlon o brich Hand Mindanao. .~ g * ¥
atet supply for Metzo Marla, . < * sionaifes inMetro Manila as well asfor, " "We have the generators, whiths
The level at San Rpque Dam - irrigation once the water level at Angat. - utilize diesel. This will help avoid anf
| dropped o 237.05 m from the nor- ¢ fallsbelow 180 ms o, power outages,” she said in Filipino. ;

| mal 280 m as of 6 &m..on Friday, . The:NWRB said the allocation will - . LEANDER C. DOMINGO;
Pagasa said. . .- bebroughtdown from B0 cubicmeters . . CLAIRE BERNADETTE,
. "Pagasa Had said Metro Manila  per second (cms) to 48 cms.- ; ; ~ MONDARES AND,

and 24 provinces could experience The allocation for irrigation will be FRANCIS EARL CUETO
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Water service gaps
expected next week

The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-

tem said -households must brace themselves for

water service interruptions as the water level in

Angat Dam continues to drop: On Saturday it was’

at an operating minimum of 180 meters, some 20

meters above the critical level of 160. Service in-

terruptions expected by next Wednesday may last

up to nine hours mostly within the conces- == »
sion area of Maynilad. —sTORY BY MEG J. ADONIS

-

% ANGAT DAM RESERVES CONTINUE TO DROP

MWSS: EXPECT WATER SERVICE

GAPS STARTING NEXT WEEK

By Meg Adonis
@megINQ

The Metropolitan Waterworks

and Sewerage System (MWSS)
said on Friday that households
must brace themselves for wa-
ter service interruptions by
next week as the water level in
Angat Dam continues to drop
amid the El Nifio phenomenon.

MWSS  division manager

patrick Dizon said the dam’s

water level was expected to
reach the 180-meter operating
minimum on Saturday. -

Data from the website of the
philippine Atmospheric, Geo-

physical and Astronomical Ser-

vices Administration showed
that water elevation at the dam
was at 180.45 meters on Friday
morning, some 20 meters ahove
the critical level of 160 meters.

Water from Angat, estimat-

ed at 4,000 million liters per
day, flows to the La Mesa and
Ipo Dams to help provide wa-
ter to Metro Manila and nearby
provinces through water cop-
cessionaires Maynilad Water
Services Inc. and Manila Water
Co. Inc. ! _
. When the water level dips
below 180 meters, supply pri-
ority is given to Metro Manila
households rather than oth-
er uses, such as irrigation and
power generation, to e€nsure
minimal service interruptions,

According to Dizon, water
service interruptions are ex-
pected by next Wednesday and
may last up to nine hours most-,

; ly within the concession area of |

Maynilad. v
“But if there is heavy rain-

" fall, this may be delayed to Eri-

day, July 14,” he told reporters.
INQ
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- ters yesterday -will trigger a reduction in

9-hr, water break looms in Mayhilad areas -

MORE than half a million customers of
Maynilad should prepare for a possible
nine-hour service interruption next week
as the government anticipates Angat
Dam’s water level to fall below its mini-
mum operating level of 180 meters.

“The elevation of Angat will reach 180
meters (Saturday). However, we are pro-
jecting that there will be no interruption
tomorrow, except for the regular main-

tenance activities,” MWSS Angat/Ipo

L%

9-hr....

From Al

~ The water interruptions will affect at
least 591,000 households, or over a third
of the 1.5 million affected households in
April, Dizon said.

“Manila Water will not be affected by -

the rqductmn of allocation;” he added.”

\ngat Dam supplies over 90% of Met-

0 Manila’s potable water requiréments.
Its falling water level — at 180.45 me-

the water allocation for the concession-
aires of the Metropolitan Watemorks and
Sewerage System. .

- The National Water Resouirces Boaid:

Operations Management Division head
Patrick James Dizon said in a message to
GMA News.

“For Maynilad, the expected interrup-
tion will be on Wednesday (July 12), the
earliest, but if there are rains, the start of
interruption could be by Friday (July 14), .,
The number of hours of interruption - 7
p.m. to 4 am. (nine hours)... that'is lesser
than the 14 to 16 hours interruption in April
2023,” Dizon said. Next page

on Thursday said it will further reduce the
water allocation for MWSS to 48 cubic
meters per second (cms) from 50 cms
should the water level at Angat Dam fall
below 180 meters.

Maynilad said it will hold a press brief-
ing on Monday to disclose specific details
on the impact of the lower water allocation.
Meanwhile, the newly created Wa-.
ter. Resources Management Office un::

der the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources has released the
guidelines for water conservation mea-

..sures to_be observed by all government

offices pursuant to Memorandum Cir-
cular No. 22 issued by Malacafiang in

June. Rio'N. Araja (See ﬁdl stary on-

line af manilastandard. net)
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By Abby Boiser

AGCESS TOPOTABLE WATER

@ AbbyBoiserINQ

A report by the Unitex:l Nations
children’s Fund (Unicef) and
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) on the global water
supply showed that some 42

percent of the country’s popu-

jation still lack a reliable access
to potable water.

In its situationer on the .

philippines, the report also
noted that 4 out of 10 Filipinos,
. or 37 percent of the population,
had no access to sanitation fa-
cilities, while 10 percent had
ghared bathrooms among com-
munities and 3 percent defe-
cated outin the open.
1t also found that 18 percent
of the population did not ob-
serve basic hygiene, while 9 per-
| cent of the rural population and
| 4 percent of Filipinos in urban
| areas had no soap and water.
In contrast to the country’s
figures, access to safe drinking

UNICEF-WHO REPORT

SANTATION STILLUNSURE FOR MANY INPH

Y

~ The report also noted that women and girls
worldwide are more likely to bear the burden
of inequalities in terms of access to clean
water, sanitation and hygiene facilities

water among global house-
holds rose from 69 percent in
2021 to 73 percent in 2022; good
sanitation, from 49 percent to
57 percent; and basic hygiene,

. from 67 percent to 75 percent.

Inequalities
Yet despite those Ggains,
about 2.2 billion around the
world still lack potable water in
their homes, while 3.4 billion had
N0 access to sanitation facilities.
Around 2 billion have no

soap and water in their homes
to clean themselves.
“Achieving universal cov-
erage by 2030 will require a six-
fold increase in current rates
of progress for safely managed
drinking water, a fivefold in-
crease for safely managed san-

itation and a threefold increase

for basic hygiene services,” the
UN report said. ;

The report also noted that
women and girls worldwide
are more likely to bear the bur-

€

den of inequalities in terms of
access to clean water, sanita-
tion and hygiene facilities,

It found that women anpg
girls are the ones who make
longer journeys to fetch water
losing time in education, work
and leisure. :

This, in turn, exposes the, to
physical injury and other rigkg

Women age 15 and o]de,
collect water in 7 out of 10 such
households, while mep and
boys only fetch water in 3 out
of 10 homes. .

The reportalso showed that
more than 500 million wor]q.
wide share sanitation facilitjeg
with other households—-which
compromises women and gir|g’
rights to privacy, dignity ang
safety.

In 51 countries, Women apq
adolescent girls in the pogregt
households are most likely to
be deprived of access to a pri-
vate place to wash and change,

the report said. mo
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Is Japan being reckless in its unilateral decisionto

N July 3, 2023, Japan's Chief

Cabinet Secretary Matsuno Hiro-
kazu reiterated that there would be no
change to the government’s plan to start
releasing nuclear-contaminated water
into the sea by the summer. Such a state-
ment clearly indicates that the dumping
of 1.3 million tons of contaminated
nuclear wastewater from the destroyed
Fukushima nuclear power plant into
the sea, which can fill up around 500
Olympic-sized swimming pools, will
push through despite domestic and
international opposition, But what's
more interesting is that the Japanese
government's decision has the back-
ing of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (TAEA). But is this the cormect
and just thing to do for the 1AEA and
the Japanese government?

In a report released on July 4, the
IAEA said it has concluded after a two-
year assessment that the plan is "consis-
tent with relevant intemnational safety
standards” and that while societal,
political and environmental concerns
have been raised, the discharged water

on people and the environment.”
Opposition and resistance

The Pacific Rim countries like China,
South Korea (Republic of Korea), the Phil-
ippines and the Pacific Island countries
oppose the release of nuclear wastewater
into the Pacific and have demanded that
'Japan stop its plan. Even the Fukushima
Prefectural Federation of Fisheries Coop-
erative Associations has unanimously ad-
opted a resolution expressing opposition
to the.plan of the Japanese gavernment,

Pacific Islands Forum Secretary-
General Henry Puna issued a state-
ment on June 26, 2023, saying that
Japan's plan to dump radioactive
wastes in the Pacific Ocean is not
merely a nuclear safety issue, It is

“will have negligible radiological impact .

HEADSIGHT

‘. ANNA
2. MALINDOG-UY

rather an ocean, fisheries and health
issue with the future of our children
and future generations at stake. This
issue has significant trans-boundary
and trans-generational impacts, and
can potentially set a precedent for
the deliberate, unilateral dumping of
nuclear waste into our oceans. New ap-
proaches are needed, The way forward
should involve comprehensive interna-

I ;-.- g
Lf-%\"‘- :

tional consultation not only through.

the IAEA platform but through other
relevant platforms, such as the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (Unclos) and the 1972 Convention
on the Prevention of Marine Pollution
by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter
(the London Convention).

On the other hand, the Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman, Mao Ning,

ata July 4, 2023 press conference, said _

that the Japanese government's push to
go ahead with the gcean discharge plan
has raised widespread concerns and
worries from the international com-
munity. She said that a Global Times
survey conducted in 11 countries — in-
cluding China, South Korea, Japan, the
Philippines and New Zealand — indi-
cated that of the 11,000 responderits,
nearly 90 percent showed worries, fear
and anger toward the plan, and more
than 90 percent of them support their

" countries in tdking measures to inter-

vene in Japan's ocean discharge plan.
In the same press conference, Mao
Ning reiterated that China was again
urging Japan to have a responsnl?]e
attitude for the whole of humanity
and our future generations and stop
pushing through with the discharge
plan to fully explore and evaluate

P

the alternatives to ocean discharge to
ensure that the nuclear-contaminated
water is handled in a scientific, safe
and transparent manner; and to agree
to rigorous international oversight.

Reckless plan

Nevertheless, despite domestic and inter-
national resistance, it seems the Japanese
government will stubbomly push through
with its unilateral decision to discharge
nuke wastewater into the sea. ,

‘This unilateral and damaging decision
by the Japanese government is reckless,
devoid of legitimacy as far as the inter-
national community is concemned, and is
a downright disregard of adherence and
compliance with relevant international
laws on the protection of the marine
environment and people’s health,

Let’s suppose this nuke wastewater
ocean dumping plan is not averted. In
that case, the entire humanity is at risk
of nuclear contamination and pollution,
which obviously threatens the very sur-
vival and existence of all living species,
including humans. Thus, the world is seri-
ously in trouble with the uncertainty of
theadverse impacts, risks and safety of the
marine environment and people's health,

It should be noted that the bodies of

water.in Asia are very much connected, '

and pollutants originating from the Fy-
kushima nuclear plant wastewater will
no doubt reach nearby areas, adversely
affecting local marine and coastal envi-
ronments, fishing industries of coasta]
states, and people’s health and well-bein g

In this regard, if Japan is indeed a
responsible and conscientious member
of the international community, as part
of its international accountability, it
should think twice before proceeding
with this plan and prudently consult
with the countries directly affected by
such a decision. The Japanese govern-
Mment, as an act of courtesy, should

dump contaminated wastewater into the sea?

at least-conduct comprehensive and
sufficient consultations with countries
in the Pacific Rim and Pacific Ishnd
countries to discuss further the isiue,
possible alternative solutions anc its
adverse impacts on both the marine
resources and ecosystems, and people’s
health. The Japanese government
should reconsider and further study
its plan and look for the best possible
alternative options for how this nudear
wastewater can be properly and safely
disposed of without sacrificing, endan-
gering and threatening humanity and all
species with nuclear pollution catastrophe.

Conclusion !
Indeed, for the Japanese government to

use the seafocean as a dumping groind-
for its nuclear-contaminated wastewater

" when our oceans and seas are already

stressed and struggling from polluion
is undoubtedly a misguided and recless
decision that deserves condemnation
and citicism, Lest we forget, the oceans
and seas are the largest ecosystem, and
the Earth's essential life support system.
Suppose humanity and all living species
are to sustain life on earth now and in
the future, In that case, protecting and
preserving our marine ecology is a must
instead of turning it into a dumpsite for
nuclear-contaminated wastewater. Onthis
note, Pacific Rim countries and the whole
world must speak against and opposg it,
for this is a critical environmental itsue
that might cause enormous marine pol-
lution in the Pacific Ocean and beyond,

Anna Rosario Malindog-Uy is a php

economics candidate at the Institute of
South-South Cooperation and Devﬂop- i
ment in China’s Peking University. She
is analyst, director and vice president |
for external affairs of the Agian Century |
Philippines Strategic Studies Institute

(ACPSSI), 2 Manila-based think tank. |
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FOR THE THIRD TIME
Earth sets unofficial heat record

WASHINGTON {AP) — Earth’s average
‘temperature set a new unofficial record high

on Thursday, the third such milestone in:

la week that already rated as the hottest on
jrecord.

The planetary average hit 17.23 degrees

Celsius, surpassing the 17.18-degree mark set
Tuesday and equaled Wednesday, according
to data from the Umvermg of Maine’s Cli-
‘mate Reanalyzer, a tool that.uses satellite

Idata and computer su'nulahons to measure -

{the world’s condition.
That average includes places s that are
sweltenng under dangerous heat - like Jingx-

ing, China, which checked in at almost 43.3 -

degrees Celsius — and the merely unusually
warm, like Antarctica, where temperatures

across much of the continent were asmuch as -
5 degrees Celsius-above normal this week:
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA) on Thursday issued
a note of caution about the Maine tool’s find-
ings, saying it could not confirm data that

results in part from computer modeling.

“Although NOAA cannot validate the
methodology or conclusion of the University
of Maine analysis, we recognize that we are
in a warm period due to climate change,”
NOAA said.

Still, the Maine data has been widely re-
garded as another troubling sign of climate
change around the globe. Some climate sci-
entists said this week they weren't surprised
to see the unofficial records.

Robert Watson, a smenust and former
chairman of the UN’s Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change said governments
and the private sector “are n_ot truly com-
mitted-to addxess chl'rla'te cha'ng’e”’ Nbr are
citizens, he said. ’
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By'Melandrew T. Vélasco’

COINCIDING with the celebration of
Philippine Environment Month last June,
the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System led by MWSS administrator Leonor
.Cleofas and the Million Trees Foundation,
Inc. (MTFI) recognized partners in the Annual
Million Trees Challenge (AMTC) project.

It was an auspicious event as the AMTC
awards and pledging session for 2023 was also
held on June 27, 2023, two days after Arbor
Day. ; 2
X's President and Executive Director of
MTFIL, [ am happy to note that once more like
in previous years the commitments of AMTC
project pariners breached the one million trees

tﬂ.rget Tl o
The goal is to plant 10 million more trees

until 2030,

To date, 6.8 million trees have been planted

. in the seven critical watershed beneficiaries of

AMTC. .

Closed forest cover in the watersheds
increased by 5,734 hectares in 2020, )

It has been seven years when MWSS, under
Administrator Gen. ‘Reynaldo V. _Veiascc.
(ret) initiated the AMTC to r?hablhtate the
watersheds of Angat-Ipo, Kaliwa, La Mesa,
Laguna Lake, Umiray, Upper Marikina, and
Manila Bay that were critical to the water

" supply for Metro Manila and adjoining

pro‘vinces of Rizal, Bulacan, E!I’ld. parts of
Cavite. It is a step toward achieving water

security in MWSS coverage areas.
MTFI is the non-govemment organization

significant roles as institutional partners of the

of the AMTC.

Together with more than 30 participating
organizations, the objective of rehabilitating
the watersheds is achievable, '
_ And involvement of the private sector is
important in this endeavor.

In her address before the Financial Inclusion
for Women, Water and Climate Resilience
Forum organized by the Financial Executives
of the Philippines (FINEX), DENR Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga underscored water security
can be achieved if government and all other
stakeholders will work together.

“There is no substitute at this moment for
coheérence, convergence and synergy in water
governance,” Loyzaga said,

“With your partnership, I know, these are
all possible and water security can be reached
and achieved for the Philippines,” she told
forum participants,

Recognizing the contribution of AMTC
project partners, MWSS and MTFI conferred
on them Kampeon ng Tubig Kanlugan
Awards, Million Trees Achievers, and AMTC
Champion of Trees Awards. .

Plaques of Appreciation and Special
Awa.rdg were also handed out.

Recipients of the Kampeon ng Tubig
Kanlungan Awards were SMC President
Ramon S. Ang, Maynilad President Ramoncito
S. Fe_rnandez, Manila Water President Jocot
de Dios, Santa Clara International Chairman
N:cand}'o Linao, and Manila Water Foundation
Executive Director Reginald Andal for their

Partnerships for watershed protection and water security

partner of MWSS to ensure t.hc sustainabiliiy

& we at the
MTFI hope more
partnerships will

be forged for water
security. .
hE

L]

?i]]ion Trees Foundation, Inc. and the Mii] ioﬁ. :
rees Nursery and Eco Learning Center

~ support of AMTC;

L DEI}IR NCR Regional Executive Director
acqueline Caancan for being an institutiona]
partner of the Million Trees Foundatig,
Inc. for th_e supply of tree saplings and other
collaborative efforts in support of AMTCI:
C}en: Nakar Mayor ' Elizeo Ruzol for ke
mgn_lﬁcant role in the implementation of thls'
Kaliwa Dam Project to include refbi‘estazjge
in said area; and DENR Region 4A Executj .
Director Nilo B, Tamoria for his signifi %
role as Top Performer with close to 90((:)am
tre;s_ planted for AMTC CY 2022 00
Ive were recognized as Million
Achievers: San Migyel Corporation for havi
planted more. than five million frees in ¢ ]
provinces under its 747 SMC Global Poﬁht
Gre;m_ng Program; Maynilad for achjeving ;:r
one-millionth tree planted in December 202;

Treeg

under its Plant for L ife nro; :
: Project; Manila Wa
) _for hav._mg. planted 1.382,114 million ﬁ-(:g{

1997 t0 2022;

DENR 4-A for having planted 1,860,095
from 2017 to 2022; and, DENR Region 3 for
having planted 2,063,515 from 2017 to 2022.

The AMTC Champion of Trees Award was
presgntec_i to agencies that. planted at least
25,000 trees or more for 2022. :

Garnering  the awards were MWSS
Regulatory Office, CSBS Consortium, Laguna

elopment Authority,, General
Nakar LGU, DENR NCR, Prime Water,
MWSS Comorate Office, Maynilad, Manila
water, DENR Region 3, and DENR Region 4A.

Particlpants  and  stakeholders who
have actively participated and supported
the implementation of the AMTC 2022
among them: Newport World Resorts, SGS
Philippines Inc,, MCVO Talent Qutsourcing
Services; '

The Raya School—Fairview, Selma
Shipping Philippines Inc., Rotary District
3830 DG Mildred Vitangcol, Rotary District
3800 DG Arturo Tanyag, Netflix Philippines,

New World Hotel Makati, Nestle Philippine -

dACHE

Philippine Bamboo Development
industry Council Executive Director Rene E.
Madarang, National Federation of Woman’s
club and Ligao Woman’s Club President
1inda Gonzales, Rotary Club of Manila Claro
. Recto Rotary President Jennifer Chuacoco;

Natif}ﬂa] Council of Women of The
Philippties President Cecille Dy, JCI Senate
philippines JCI Nationa] President Alfie

rnandez, Luzon Clean Water Development
Corporation, ABS €BN Foundation, Inc:

Bantay Kalikasan, and DOHWA-EDCop
were given Plaques of Appreciation.

Meanwhile, Special Awards were given
to Rotary Club of Makati Gems MIP Alajn |
Coros, JCI Senate Philippines GreenlLink
Project Chairperson JCI Sen, Lia Seelin;

Lingayen Mayor Leopoldo N. Bataoij,
ECARMA Health Options Corporation
President TJ Meneses, Jumpcat Experiment
& “Ang Manglalakbay,”  Brilliant Jerk
Production, Marie Antonette De Ocampo
of Maynilad, Respect: Noble Queen of the
Universe Ltd. Ing,, and Visual Artist Janddie
Castillo. .

Likewise, media entities and practitionerg
were handed Special Award plaques for
supporting the AMTC, Million Treeg
Foundation and MWSS,

American journalist Jim Robbins, authq,
of the 256-page The Man Who Planted Treeg
said: “Planting trees may be the single mos;
important ecotechnology that we have tq
the broken pieces of our planet back togethey »

The Man Who Planted Trees is a charming
story about the virtues of environmentg|
stewardship and tireless service - both op
which are very important.

We at the MTFI hope more Partnership,
will be forged for water security.

(The author is president and execigy,,
director of the Million Trees Foﬂ'ﬂdqﬁ §
Inc.,, a non-profit group advocaﬂ‘ng t;;"
planting and watershed protection. He i, al 3
@ book writer gnd publisher of biograpp, o
and coffee-table books.) et
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EASTWEST Ageas planted 400

endemic trees at Quezon City's

La Mesa Watershed as part of

its cammitment to the Filipino ,

community and the environ-

ment. _
Fifty employees from the

'_ company’s head office traveled
_ from Bonifacio Global City,:

Taguig to participate in ABS-

" @GBN's “Plant a Forest" initiative.

“We started this conservation

 effort six months ago as a sym-

bol of our company’s growth,”

 said Franco Jayme, agency sales

head. “It's our modest way of

giving back to our community
. while also protecting the long- -
_ term survival of our planet.”

This attempt not only rep-
resents the company’s growth,
but it is also firmly linked to
long-term planning:

Getting insured is planting -

_ 400 trees planted _

the seed of one's future now

so that it can grow into a tree
that can provide shelter when

storms strike.

“Planting trees today has '
surely sparked our ESG (envi- -
- ronmental, social and gover-

nance) efforts. We intend to

continue participating in these

activities that not only enriches

1us today but will also benefit us

in the future,” added Vren Hugo,

[ Fifty volunteers plant 400 endemic trees for te-fliturE-
PHOTO FBOM EAST WEST AGEAS

organization development lead.

EastWest Ageas intends to ex-
pand its'ESG support as a form |
'of insurance for the planet’s
future sustainability:

EastWest Ageas Insurance is
a joint venture between Ageas,
a global insurer with almost.
200 years of experience, and
East West Bankmg COl'p., one of
the country’s leading universal
banks. THE MANILA TIMES




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

T NITIATTVES
SERVICE

i G

e Mlnila Tmes

T

PAGE

PAGE

UPFER FAGEL  [ANNER  CDITORIAL

—

_I i e CARTOL
LOWER
JUL 08 &. !
DATE

HE island of Luzon is traversed by
three mountain ranges. [ts geological
sping, the Sierra Madre Mountain Range,
is a 540-kilometer stretch from Cagayan
to Quezon. The Cordillera Mountain
Range, measuring 320 kilometers cuts
through Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino and
Nueva Ecija, and between the two is the
Carballo Mountain Range. These three
nurture the headwaters of the mighty
Cagayan River. The Sierra Madre and
Cordillera were so impenetrable, the
Spanish empire could barely stake ter-
ritory with Cross and Sword.
Now a strange and insidious thing

is happening in the Sierra Madre, es- .

pecially in its mountain slopes in the
provinces of Rizal and Lagupa. Big
businessmen from Manila are buying
tracts of land there; it is whispered
that some operate through dummies,
natural or juridical, and acquire land
covered by tax declarations which, as
any law student will tell you, are not
conclusive proof of ownership.

For tax declarations to ripen into
ownership, the holder of said tax dec-
larations must be in possession of the
land, which in their case is impossible
since most of them have onlyset foot
once or twice on the land that they
claim and thereafter return to their
posh residences in Metro Manila.

The properties that they are acquiring,

or they have acquired, are strategically '

located, and their clear purpose is to

IN LEGAL
TERMS

_ SAUL
| HOFILENAJR.

deprive adjacent landowners of their
right-of-way to their own properties.
Most of those who are deprived of physi-
cal access are proprietors of small pieces
of land or subsistence farmers who are
forced to sell their properties for a pit-
tance or to abandon this altogether. What
is the use of owning land when guards

. of big businessmen block your right to

enter your own property? The forests of
Sierra Madre used to be impenetrable,
now they are also inaccessible.

The more knowledgeable and well-
off landowners file cases in court to
enforce right-of-way easements, which
were illegally closed, an expensive
process which clogs our courts, Others
are asking for reversion of the misused
lands back to the government under
the Regalian Doctrine because they say
that forest and public lands should be
used for the commonweal and not to
foster individual or corporate greed.

As a result, no schools are being
built in the interior, land cannot
be obtained for recreation, health
and evacuation centers. Farmers no
longer have the motivation to culti-

vate the soil because of the lack of
farm-to-market roads which previous
administrations should have built.
Connectivity, not isolation, especially
in an archipelagic State, is the sine qua
non for national development.

The Sierra Madre should be opened by
the building of roads outlined in cadas-
tral maps made by the government ages
ago or delineated by cadastral courts.
Oftentimes, these maps show roads now
referred to as barangay roads with widths
of 20 meters. The opening of these roads
would solve the right-of-way issues. The
government could also use idle high-
lands to generate Aeolic energy.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. takes
the energy problem seriously. As a
young governor of Ilocos Norte, he
knew that the Philippines had to secure
its sources of energy in order to sustain
economic growth and development. |
remember how fascinated he was with
wind turbines and alternative sources
of energy that are environment-friend-
ly. He used to have miniature wind

turbines made as giveaways, attached °

to keychains and mounted on ashtray
and silk-screened on T-shirts.

llocos Norte now has wind farms, the
first in the Philippines, that are sources
of renewable energy. These gigantic
windmills facing the West Philippine
Sea have become tourist attractions.

Several months ago, President Mar-
cos, together with his son, Ferdinand

Alexander Marcos 3rd, inaugurated a
160-megawatt wind farm, the larges:in-
the country. Wind turbines placed inap-
propriate places in the Sierra Madre can
be built only as high as Meralco posts. -
But how could we build these sources of*
energy if unscrupulous individuals close
the gates to hundreds of hectares inthe:
interior of the Sierra Madre? i

Most of our power needs are still -
obtained from traditional sources,
subject to the fickle laws of supply and |
demand, and scarcity. We have mil--
lions of hungry mouths to feed, that
is why agriculture, like wind power, is
a priority of President Marcos.

The Sierra Madre has historically been
the refuge of insurrectionists, revelu-
tionaries, rebels and freedom fighters.
The Hunters ROTC and the Markiag's
Guerillas, famed guerilla organizations
that defied the Japanese during the jec-
ond World War, called the Sierra Madre
their home. The Hukbalahap leader Luis
Taruc used to end his letters with'the
words “Somewhere in the Sierra Madre.”

Soon, the Sierra Madre may fall nto
the hands of people whose ideals are
in direct contrast to those who have
previously sought its refuge — andthe
process may become irreversible i we
do not act in haste.

If only stones were known to move
and trees to speak, they would wice
their protest and stage their escape fiom |
the great lockdown at the Sierra Madre,
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By Germelina Lacorte
@IngNational

DAVAO CITY—A marine biol-
ogist has raised the alarm over
the destruction of corals in the
offloading port constructed for
the Samal Island-Davao City
connector bridge.

Dr. John Lacson said a vid-
eo has shown that the metal
frames of the ancillaryl port
recently built to offload heavy
equipment for the construc-
tion of the bridge that will link
Davao City and Samal Island
actually embedded into the
living corals of the reef,

“Although direct construc-
tion of the bridge is paused, an
ancillary project of [the] DPWH
(Department of Public Works
and Highways), which is a sea-
port intended for offloading of
heavy equipment, is being built
within 25 meters of a reef adja-
cent to Paradise Reef,” he said.

Lacson the port construction
violated the Philippine Fisheries
Code which states that it is "un-
lawful for any person, entity, or
corporation to perform activities
that damage coral reefs.”

Lacson, a marine hiologist
with a doctorate on biclogical
science in the University of
Texas, said he had regularly
visited the area to monitor the
health of the reefs but when he
first checked on the Paradise
Reef on June 3, he noticed the
metal structures of the newly
constructed port.

Five days later, he decided
to have a closer look and saw
that the metal frames of the
new structure were actually
embedded on the corals.

Public Warks Secretary

Manuel Bonoan, reached by
phone on Friday, told the In-

Samal port proje(:_t
‘destroyed’ corals

DAVAO CITY—A marine biologist raised the alarm
over the destruction of corals in the offloading port
constructed for the Samal Island-Davao City con-
nector bridge. Dr. John Lacson cited a video show-
ing how the metal frames of the port got embed-
ded into the living corals of the reef. The project
was built to offload heavy equipment for the cop-
struction of a bridge that will link Davao City ==
and Samal Island. —sTORY BY GERMELINA LACORTE A"

IN VIOLATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL, FISHERY LAWS

LT ON SAMALISLAND ‘DESTROVED CORALS

DAMAGED REEF The ancillary port constructed to unload
heavy equipment for the construction of the Samal Is-
land-Davao City connector bridge, as shown in this photo
taken on June 8, is embedded on aliving coral reef, ac-
cording to marine biologist John Lacson, —~PHOTO BY MARINE
BIOLOGIST JOHN LACSON

quirer he would loolk into the
concern.

“We just have to investi-
gate. Tingnan namin (Let us
see),” he said.

He said he was made to un-
derstand that “the construc-
tion of the Samal bridge proj-
ect is being closely monitored
by a team composed. of [offi-
cials of the] DPWH, the local
government and other stake-
holders every step of the way.”

He added: “We just have to
find out if this has gone through
their scrutiny,” he said.

Petition

This developed as the law-
vers of the Lucas-Rodriguez
family, who owned the Paradise
Island Park and Beach Resort
and its adjacent Costa Marina
resort on the island, petitioned
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources' (DENR)

to suspend or cancel the envi-
ronment compliance certificate
(ECC) of the bridge project be-
cause of the violations.

In a June 8 letter to Gilbert
Gonzales, director of DENR’s
Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB), the lawyers cit-
ed the construction of the port
as among the violationg, The
port was not one of the actjy.
ities identified in the project’s
Environment Impact Assegs.
ment (EIA) report, the basis of
the ECC issuance, they noted,

“[The construction of the
port] was not listed in the pre-
construction process nor was
it included in the environment
Management plan,” the letter
signed by lawyer Ramon Ed-
ison Batacan of the Batacan
Montejo Vicencip and Valdeg
Law Firm read,

The law firm also cited
the destruction of the corals,

a violation of Section 96 of
the Revised Philippine Fish-
eries Code: “Coral reefs have
been damaged as a result of
the construction and as the
_Illegal construction continyesg
in haste, there will be more
damflge, The activiry being
outside the identified and al-
lowable [activities} under the
EIA, its impacts includiﬁg se-
Vere environmenta} risks ang
potential for bollution werg
not properly-assessed. Due tg
th_e omissions, there are pg
m1tigatingl_mea;ures inplace

Nr)_‘acl'_ion

_The law firm said  thejr

petition was alsg sent to gop.
cerned agencies and officialg
among them the Office of ther
Omhucl,sman in Mindanag
the Environment Ombudsman
Program of the Ombudman’s
office in Diliman, Quezon City,
t9 Environment Secretary Ma-
fla Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga and
Secretary Bonoan, but haq not
been acted untj now,
_ But Bonoan sajq it was the
first time for him ¢ hear about
the lawyers' petition to the
DENR.

Lacson, on the other hand,
said he had notified former
DENR-Davag Regional Direc-
tor Bagani Fide] Evasco ahout
the destruction of the coralg
and_the latter haq asked him
f_or Its exact Beographic loca-
tlon so thar b office could

by lawyer Mercedes Dumagan.
who is currently on leave,

Maria Antonette Andolana,

head executive assistant to the
DENR-Davag director, said by
phone on Friday they would
look into the complaint. o
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BACO, Oriental m..am.m sands that
v woui

d Be removed from the dredging
activities in the rivers of this town .
will be uséd in' the- redémanon proj- .

fmdoro sandst be
usedin ManilaBay"

be brought outslde the provmce, _
‘Roldan said.- N
Roldan- said that the Company‘s

’ repreSehtanVe ffade it cléar that '3y

_ecisin Mamla Bay, t.he ma)’or of this™"' “stipulated in' every dredgi ng project

toWn Sald iy (R &

“Tia press {onference before his
State of the Municipality Address on'
Tuesday, July 4, Baco"Mayor Allani
Roldan said that.an applicant for

the massive riveritestoration and '~

with Toéal goveinment ‘nits, a ( certain.-”!

' percenitage of the sales'of the sands i~

allotted tothe ‘provincial govemmem‘,

" municipal o aty govémméﬂt and the i

barangay: - RN AAL S %
'I‘he(dredgmg and réstomnon pro)- i

dxedgmg project of the provinaial ... ects involve 12: major nversystems in f

' govemmentnof Oriental Mindorohas .-

sought an audience with him and

. the eads;of the, barangay covered |
. by thé project,, , -

T on.

* “This Bird's Nest went lto me and
they are the only ong of the many
apphcams that wants to d;edge our .
rivers. And I asked them whete WOuld
the sands be prought and I was told
that it would be used in one of their
projects in Manila Bay,” | _oldan said
d“r‘?g the press conference e

'l‘l}ié’,“however, is contrary t6 stite- |

menjs from the provindial govern- . E

men;, which announced that the sands
thkén frotn the dredging project will
be'u:
ofﬂ\e ﬁrov;naal governirent.
"As fat ‘a8 1 am concerned, 'Bird’s

: Ne§t*ltbld tne that they would use

the sgnd' initheManila Bay reclama-
tionyand | even went there arid saw- ‘mirtistiative Order of ttie Departent |

for myself the said project. 1.do not.
know if the governor has his own

»agreement with-other companies .+ Pubhc Works .and, Highways.
that ;says that the sands would -not .

‘uséd in the infrastricture projects

1.

thepxoﬂncer AT T
In his State of the Provmce Address
on Wednesday. July/5, Oriental Min- .
doro Gov. Humerlito Dolor, clanﬁed“
that the sharing of income would
come-from the! quarry tax-that the
compameswould paytotbgpmwnqal i
~government. . . . N
“The, sharmg would be 30 pe;cent
for the provinci government, 30.
" percent to the mumapal o city gov-
ernment and 40 percent would go t 1o
“the barangay (villages),” Dolon: sald
The governor, howevér, did not
mention if the sanéswouldbebrought
‘outside the province as clafiiied by
Bird's Nest ainid aredbylkoldaﬂ“ .
i The governor, also a§sﬁred ‘his -
consﬁtue'nts%hat’ﬂte tiver restéraﬂbn
pro;ect is nbt a form of ‘mihing and -
that itis a productofa DepnmﬁentM- -

of Environment and:Natural Resources ; |
- in partnershiip with :theDepartment of .

4r - - IREJOE uAuname

s
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BALDING MOUNTAIN In this
HON MOVEMENT

Joey Gableta
@joeygabietalNQ

TACLOBAN CITY—The pro-
vincial government of Eastern
Samar is asking payment from
four mining companies on
Homenhon Island off Guivan
town for unpaid real property
taxes amounting to P133 million.
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben
Evl:;‘l‘iucnemhﬁaiﬁ ;:gl“j tompa-
n ambayas ng Corp,
‘Techiron Resources Inc, Bnrﬂr
Mineral Resources Corp,, and
Mt Sinal Mining Exploration
and Develogiment Corp.—wera
g{ﬂm demand letters for their
Ure to pay real Praperty tax,
;nf 0 the local mmm
Would result in the seizure of

e i
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their properties and equipment.

Based on the data from the
Eagtern Samar provinclal gov-
ernment, Cambayas Mihing
Corp. has a tax liability of Pgé,57
million from 2012 to 2016; while
Techiron Resources Inc. has a
tax obligation of P22,56 million
from 2017 to 2022,

Emir Mineral Resgyr,
Corp. also has yet to pay Puc::
million in taxes from 2017 tp
2022, while ML Sipaj Mining
Erploration and Development
Corp. had an unpaiq gay obliga-
tion of P2.58 milljpn | 2013
. Bvardone said thoge min-
ing ﬁ!?ns have beep extracting
chromite on Homonhey Island
and should be sublect 1 )
Property taxation under m,_.rf:I
cal Government Code of ,991:

il e S RN i e g
il this year, apart of Homonhen has become an open pit and barren due to mining operations an the island. —enarto mm““mm‘t it

Mining firms in Homonhon
told to pay realty taxes

Eastern Samar Goy, Ben Evardone say:
must settle fees for land they acquired,

the manual on real property ap-
praisal and assessment opera-
tions, and Provincial Ordinance
No. ag-09 series of 200g,

Different abligation

The provincial government
sald that the amount of chromia
extracted by the four companies
from Homonhon was hased gp
the ore Lransport permit (OTp)
issued to them by the Mineg
and Geosciences Bureau, qrp
Is a document that specifies the

and desd
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Mineral Resources Corp. and
Mt. Sipai Mining Exploration
and Development Corp. in 2010,

‘On top of complying with
all the mining laws, especially
on environmental and social
protection, the governor said
the mining firms should also
pay taxes correctly to the focal
government.

“These raxes on extractad
minerals are different from tax-
es on machineries and equip-
ment being used by mining

origin ion a5 well
as the quantity of unprocessed
mineral ores or minerals neggag
for their transport,

Cambayas Mining Corp. wag
granted mining permits by the
Bovernment in 200g; Techiron
Resources Inc. in 2015; and Erpfy

companies. The province is still
in the process of determining
the assessed value of their tax
liabilities on their madchmenes
and equipment,” Bvardone eaid
tn an interview on Monday.

if these companles won't
comply with the demand letter,

ey

Evardone said the local EOVErn-
ment would be forced to levy ar
Seize thelr properties as provid-
ed by law, ¥

The Inquirer tried to
statement of Emir Miue?:ltg:
S0urces Corp. but was told that
they won't answer questions
for now. The three other min-
ing firms have yet to respond to
the issue.

Historic significance
The four mining companies
have been operating on Homon-
hon Island, a significant historic
land for the Philippines, as it was
where the expedition of Portu-
: finand Magel-

S 4 Companies extracting chromite from the island
other properties developed to Support their operations

to the Christianization of the
Philippines.

The :o—kﬂummr_m ;
land, which is Dfﬂminmtn‘fgm ;Sm
vast deposits of piele) and chro-
mite, has by,

[0 preserve and pratect the Js- .
land's remalning bindiversity.
According to Bishop Crispin
Varquez, these mining opera-
tHons posed immediate and neg-
ative effects on the communites
and the natural environment,
Environmental groups and
Priests eatlier appealed to au-
thorities ro stop the minlng op- «

Buese exy I
lan landed on March 16, 1521,

The arrival of Magellan
and the Spanlsh soldiers led

erations on Homenhon Island.
The requests, however, fell on
deaf ears. ma
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Hottest

elcome to a hotter world.
W Last month was de-
: clared the hottest June

on record — perhaps the hottest in
several thousand years. Accord-
ing to the European Union’s Co-
pernicus Climate Change Service,
last jne’s average temperature
was Rotter by a “substantial mar-, (.
gin” over the previous record set June 2019. -

This is not a fluke. The same EU agency tells us

the past nine years. . _
" This is not the peak. The hotter temperatures are
due to climate change attributable to uman actiy-

the nine hottest Junes on record all happened over

ity. Climate change continties to worsen since all -

the world’s efforts have not slowed the emission

of greenhouse gasses. Sooner than we expect; the

world’s climate will exceed the threshold scientists
believe will cause chaos in our ecosystemn.

 All the climate change conferences held every year.

have accomplished nothing to reverse this global
trend. Despite earlier commitments, the industrial
countries responsible for the bulk of emissions caus:

ing climate change have failed to put together the

$100-billion annual financing assistance to help all
countries reduce their carbon footprint.

In a word, there has been much talk anhd no reso-
lute action.

We all seem to be hoping against the evidence that
technology — the shift to renewable energy sources,

electric vehicles and the development of carbon cap-

turing devices — will save us. But the trends pushing
climate change overshadow whatever new technolo.
gies can deliver in thé foreseeable future.. '
We know what happens when climate warms
beyond 1.5 degrees centigrade over pre-industrial

levels. The polar ice caps will melt, raising sea levels,

Glaciers will evaporate, threatening our fresh water
sources. Extreme weather events will become even
more severe. : .

We will hit the limit in as soon as four years. Ahead
of it, we now see dramatic reductions of the ice caps,

rapid ocean warming, severe flooding and murderous .

droughts/ wildfires everywhere. ;
Any effective global action to reverse — or at least
retard - global warming will be costly. For many de-
veloping countries, the cost of reducing our carbon
footprint is simply beyond reach. For many industrial
societies, the ones emitting the most greenhouse gas-
ses, the cost is'politically intolerable. o
We all seem to be sitting idly while the calamity
approaches, paralyzed by our present politics. It is

easier to wage wars against each other, adding to

the.ecological destruction, than war against climate
change. The latter effort requires a change in lifestyles
no one appears prepared to undertake. '

. We have seen enough examples from human his-
tory about how slight weather cﬁaﬁges brought down
civilizations. The great Khmer empire that built the
amazing Angkor Wat is believed to have been ended
by the c%anging course of a river. The great centers of
Mayan civilization in Central America were believed
ended by prolonged drought.

In our time, climate change is a vastly more pro-

found threat to the entire human race. It threatens the
viability of the only planet we know we could inhabi.
There is no Planet B.

»

Drought
This year, climate change for us will be magnified |
by the El Nifio phenomenon characterized by the
warming of the Pacific Ocean. The threat to us is no
longer theoretical. It is imminent. ‘

* This week, the watér level at the vital Angat Dam
hit minimum operating level. As the rains usual this
time of the year have not come, the authorities will
have to make a detision over the next few days over
the reduction of water volumes to be released from the
reservoir. That decision will mean water rationing for
the NCR and reduced irrigation for the surrounding
agricultural areas. ‘

It is bad enough that even with ample fresh water
supplies, the NCR is already one of the least habitable
urban areas in the world. It will be worse when water

-is rationed. The full brunt of the El Nifio phenomenon

will hit us about January next year. The next few
months will be characterized by mounting misery
for all of us trapped in this island with meager water
impounding infrastructure. . .

It took us too long to put together the financing
package and work through the oppositién to begin
work on the Kaliwa River dam. Now that we need
its supplemental water supply desperately,-the dam
remains half-built. _

. The only lesson we could draw from the Kaliwa
River-experience is to begin putting together the
financing for the Kanan River project. We have no
other option. _ ;

" A few years ago, plans were being drawn to build
water impounding, infra in several areas. No major
accomplishment relating to this has been reported.
This will prove to be a major failure in governance.

Several provinces have now been identified as
critical for lack of rainfall. That will have tremendous
implications for our food supply: Many farms are now
experiencing drought conditions.

Even our fishermen are feeling the impact of
warming. We could experience declining fish supplies
because the seas around us are becoming incapable
of supporting marine life.

Add to all these the impact of ocean pollution, for
which the Philippines is a major culprit. Our rivers are
dead and our seas are dying while we debate about
the appropriate slogan for our tourism campaign.

Since we are so fond of naming “czars” to léad
this or that effort, it should be about time to name a
“warming czar” to oversee efforts to deal with the
dry conditions forthcoming over the next months.
This overlord will be charged with managing the
distribution of what remains in our reservoirs and
lead in building new water impoundment facilities.

*
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have suggested that human
 ally making the El Nifio
certainty that theworst is yet to come, China, India, and large i
. ptlttsmﬁ North America and Africa have already experienced

Ed tarzal

Actlon needed nowto
forestall heat dlsaster

~ " IS past week presented the world w1th some unusually
|} . alarining news about the state of the climate. Forecasters
' froma rumber of momtormg agencies announced that last
month had the hottest average temperature of any month of June

~ on record, datmg back to.the mid-19th .century: Then on:three

consecutive days, Monday, ]uly 3, through Wednesday, July 5, re- |
cord highs for the global.avérage daily temperature were broken. ,

. Monday was the first time since measurements began (in 1979) that |

theworld's datlyaverage temperature exceeded 17 degrees Celslus,
Tuesday was slightly warmer; and Wednesday was warmer still.’
Then on Thursday, the Phrllppme Atmospheric, Geo-.
physical and. As:ronomrcal Services Administration (Pagasa)
warned that a large part.of the country, mdudmg Metro Ma-
nila and two dozen other provinces, will experience drought
conditions beginnifig in -laznu_ary 2024 due to the El Nifio |
climate phenom'e'hon The Bl Nifio, which has already’ begun,
is the cyclica} warming; of w in the Eastern Pacific, which -
generally results in drlér weathet here in the Philippines for a'
eral months to a yearor more,
El Nifio has been blamed for aggravating the current hot- .
house conditions: hround the world, but the fundamerital
cause’ is the raprtlly warming elimate due to greenhouse gas
emrsstons, whi h’avr driven average global temperatures

-ed global warmmg ls actu-
‘worse. So far this year, and with the!

severe; proionged heat Waves, resultmg in water shortages,
considerable damage to agriculture and hundreds of deaths,

- Herein the Phlhppmes; we have not yet this year experiericed -
a heat wave according to the meteorologxcal definition, although
- most people would: probably agree that the ‘weather of late has

' been: unbearably hot. We are also not yet experiencing drought

~ conditions, although that seems unmrnent Pagasa’s ]anuary fore- -
cast may in fact be too opurmsuc, as several of the reservoirs that .
supply.drinking and irrigation water to Metro Manila and Central

"bl.uzon ate already very near'to theif minimum operating levels.

To its credtt, ‘the government has for the past several months -
admowledged the onset of the El Nifio, and directed concerned -
| agencies and local government units to prepare steps to address
,its anucxpated effects, mainly thelikelihood of water shortages.in:
most areds of the counitry. Butwith limate scientists franklyadmit-
tmg that they have been taken by surprise by the severity and the
speed with whtch heat effects have! developed, there is a concern '
that our govemment 8 approac_h may be dlsastrously inadequate:. ]
Put slmply, the perspecttve needs to change from: regardmg

the expected El Nifio'effects as a potential calamity at some .
pomt in the future, to regardmg the current state of the cli-
‘mate’ asp calamtty that is alfeady under way. After all, we do
‘not wait' to évacuate people in the path of a destructrve ty- -
phoon untilithas, already made landfall in their- community;
nerther should we wait.for the probable drought and heat

| wave to occur before reacting to them. Instead of planning for
water- conservatron“measures to be. 1mplemented if or when
shortages make thein fiecessary, for example, the measures
should be putin place: immediately. In that way, they could

 be lesg.drastic and drsruptwe Likewise, measures should be
1mplen£ented to: help protect:people against the heat, par-

i ttcularlym poorer areas where air-conditioning, houses with

t proper. vetmlatton, or even electric fans are often luxuries.

| Finally, the govérnment should encourage and support the

‘ development of innovative solutions to these problems, many
of which are created by small startups or adapted from ideag
in other countries. ‘Indian entrepreneurs, for example, have

4 mvented several Tow-cost systems to provide. passive cooling

| to dwellmgs in congested slum areas. -

. lnconvemence and discomfort from the El Nifio and extreme
" climate effects this year are inevitable. But with a bit of foresight,
these can be kept from becommg an unmanageable dtsaster

e i) Lk
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BY LUDWIG FEDERIGAN

FEW days ago, The Manila Timesran a headline
on ”40 areas at risk from alarming climate
isis.” Seldom do we see major broadsheets
banner a dlimate-related story as its headline.

A number of occasions in the
past, when there were signifi-
cant climate-related “happen-
ings,” people would normally ask:
“Where is the media?”

Unknown to many; at the global
level, across the full year of 2022,
media attention on dimate change
increased by 38 percent from 2020
among the sources tracked by Me-
dia and Climate Charige Observa-
tory. Since 2004, the 2022 coverage
was up from all other years besides
2021, making 2022 the year with
the second-highest amount of cov-
erage of climate change or global

. warming overall.

Media and Climate Change
Observatory, a multi-university
collaboration led by the University
of Colorado in Boulder, monitors
130 sources across newspapers,
radio and television in 59 coun-
tries in seven different regions
around the world, including the
Philippines.

-The role of media in
climate change

The media plays a critical role in
shaping public perceptions and
attitudes toward climate change.
It can help raise awareness about
the issue, educate the public and

pPa—

promote actions to address climate
change.

The media can address climate
change by reporting on climate-
related issues and events, such as
extreme weather events, climate
policy developments and scien-
tific research on climate change.
This can help to incfease public
understanding of the issue and
encourage public engagement.

The media can promote climate-
friendly behaviors and policies by
highlighting examples of success-
ful climate action, such.as renew-
able energy projects, sustainable
agriculture and eco-friendly prod-
ucts. It can inspire individuals and
businesses to adopt more sustain-
able practices.

The media can help to hold
governments and corporations ac-
countable for their climate-related
actions. By investigating and re-
porting instances of environmen-
tal degradation, climate denialism
and greenwashing, the media can
help expose the negative impact
of unsustainable practices and
promote responsible behavior. It
has the power to ignite a spark,
awaken minds and inspire action.

By engaging the media in dli-
mate education, we can hamess its
immense potential to shape public

oplmon, raise awareness and drive *
meaningful change toward a sus-
tainable future.

However, the role of media in
climate action is not just about
reporting the news; it's about using
its influence to amplify the ur-
gency of the climate crisis. Through
compelling storytelling, accurate
repomng and hnghl:ghtmg the

n galvamze ‘public support.for
climate action.

Radio and TV brands remain
the most popular media overall,

in the Philippines, according to _

the Digital News Report 2023
published by the Reuters Institute

for the Study.-of Journalism of the .

University of Oxford.

Social media fonl
climate action

Just like ‘the traditional media,
social media plays a significant
role in both climate education and
climate action.

In the Philippines, according
to the Digital News Report 2023,
the top social media and messag-
ing platforms are Facebook (84
percent),. YoTube (80 percent),

Facebook Mmsenger(ss percent),
TikTok (42 percent), Instagram (385

percent ) and Twitter (27 percent). -
Social media platforms prov:de

a powerful medium to raise aware-

ness about climate change and
educatea large audience. Users can
share articles, videos, infograph-
ics and other content related to

climate science, sustainability

practices and environmental is-

sues. This helps disseminate infor-

" mation quickly and reach people

who may not have been exposed
to such topics otherwise.

Social media platforms have

become° effective tools for mobiliz--

ing mdxvnduals and communities
~around chmate action. Hashtags,
campalgns 4rid online movements
can be déated to rally support,
promote. sustainable behaviors
and encourage people to take ac-
tion. Social media allows users to
connect with like-minded individ-
uals, join groups and participate
in discussions, fostering a sense of
community and collective action.

Social media provides a plat-
form for marginalized voices
and grassroots environmental
organizations to be heard. People
from different backgrounds and
regions can share their experiences,
stories and concemns about climate
change, bringing attention to the
diverse impacts it has on com-
munities ‘worldwide. This helps
elevate the importance of inclusive
and equitable climate solutions.

Social media platforms allow for
the rapid dissemination of real-
time updates on climate-related
events, such as extreme weather
events, érivironmental emergen-
cies or pohcy changes. This helps
keep people informed and encour-
ages them to respond and support
relief efforts.

Social media enables individu-
als and organizations to engage
in advocacy efforts and influence

. B ’
policymakers. Platforms like Twit-
ter and Facebook provide a direct
line of communication between
citizens, activists and government
officials. Hashtag campaigns, peti-
tions and online activism can raise
awareness, shape public opinion
and pressure policymakers to take
meaningful action on climate
change.

Social media facilitates the
shanng of ideas and encourages
innovation. Platforms like You-
Tube and Instagram allow content
creators to showcase sustainable
practices, do-it-yourself projects
and innovative solutions to cli-
mate challenges. Crowdsourcing
initiatives can Ieverage social
media to gather ideas, solutions
anq funding for climate-related
projects.

Social media influences indi-

vidual behavior by shidwcasing -

sustainable lifestyles, eco-friendly
products and responsible con-
sumption practices. Influencers,
environmental organizations
and brands leverage social media
to promote sustainable choices,
inspiring people to adopt greerier
habits in their daily lives.

Vigilance and
accountability

Admittedly, while social media
has many positive aspects, it also
has limitations. Misinformation,
echo chambers and short attention
spans can hinder effective climate
communication. Therefore, it is
crucial to critically evaluate infor-

mation, promote reliable sources,
and encourage meaningful engage-
ment and dialogue to maximize
the positive impact of social media
in climate education and action.
It is clearly significant that
strong partnerships between sci-
entists, activists, policymakers
and media professionals must
be forged to ensure accurate and
accessible climate education. By
working together, we can harness
the power of the media to educate,
inspire and mobilize individuals
and communities toward sustain-
able practices and 3 collective com-
mitment to tackle climate change.
Engaging both mainstream and
social media for climate educa-
tion and climate action is not
just an option; it is an imperative.
It is our responsibility to equip
the public with the knowledge
and gnderstanding nedessary to
make informed decisions and
take meaningful action to protect
our planet. Together, let us har-
ness these potentials as a force for
change and pave the way toward
a sustainable and resilient future.

Ludwig O. Federigan is the execu-
tive director of the Young Environ-
mental Forum and a non-resident
fellow of Stratbase ADR Institute.
He completed his climate change
and development course at the
University of East Anglia (United
Kingdom) and an executive pro-
gram on sustainability leadership
at Yale Universitv (USA) You car
email him at ludwig federigan@
gmail.com
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This ls- an appllcaﬁon for Cenlﬁeato of Public Gonvenlence ‘to operate and malntaln a
‘waterivorks system within Cerritos Residences, Subdivision, éarangay Meioedes Avenue. San
Mlguel Paslg Clly. Metro Manlla. with the following proposed r rates

810m3 |

g

14210 ]
2844

v

8-10 ln!
_ 8880
1

3

2

£
2

.Lff lt_

:

34780 | 38080 | - 38960 | . -
83560 | _ 77850 z~_m.ﬂ,, .-

,lg

N
J3

L

‘l’hia appllcatlon wlll b initialty heatd by the Board'on 24 July 2023; '\‘he heeﬂng will start
at 9:00 o'clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Confarence Room, 8th. F!anr‘ NIA| Butldlng, )
EDSA. ‘Quezon City, at whigh time applicant shall ptesem its dvidente.. . .

Atlaastﬁﬂaen(ﬂ)daynmrhﬂw‘oﬂuduhdheaﬂmm shallpubllshmlsno&aohee
 In'anewspaper of genaral clrculation in Metro Manila and serve iperschal detivery or registefed thall
aoopyonhe (I)applleaﬂonendltsauachmts. and(ll)thlsmﬂ&e toallaﬂomdpamesappeaﬂnq
on page 2 hereof.’

Parties opposéd to me  granfing of the appllcaﬂon must file thelr written uppoelﬂon supported
by documentary-evidenca on or before the: above acheduled d_ate of hearlng fumlshlng .a copy
of tho safme to the' appncam. .

: = . .

Fallure on the part of any parson affected loﬁle gpposition on time and‘to Bppear at the 1
hearing will be construed'as a waiver of theif right'to’ be’heard. Thei Board wlll,prooeed to hear
and dacide thie mlia;g oh /based on the @vidence e’ubmmed ‘

' Kl

Likewise, fallure»by the applicant to appeat at'the héaring shail dmourit to Igck of Interest
on lts pan and [hé fngtant appllcétlon shall be dlsmisaod aoeoﬁd ngly. L

| Witness theHonorabis Exeéutlve Dlroctot of the Naﬂbhal!Wate'r Rdsouree‘é Board this wo
| dayof- June 2023 . Bl
' Lt Lo R . h

e B smu.o ’ VlD.Jr.;eESOllI ,

) o . . Execuﬂv? plma«of SRR £
Affected Paitles: * - telh . . .
f ) '8._ ' . - B N ., ‘ A“ |
ThoSactetary . | o S A o
SanssunlanaPanlungm . L e : . - 1
' Pasig Cliy, MetioManll, ‘ - ceL N
The Barangay | Chalriman . ' k : Co

,-aa?@mw‘ T ) o ) »: T v

| mngay"mw»m..sﬂn lguel o ST
:Paalgclty. Mstro Majila: . o o

T - Juy 8, 202
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. NA‘HONAL‘%IQI RESOUR&S& ‘gOARD s
I PRIMEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE CORP, v ) -
N i Al Applicant. _ 'CaseNo.23-3638 ;|
S o no'nceovnmuo R
1- This Is an appllcatlon for Cerﬂﬂcate of Public convenlenee to operate and malntaln a ]
f} waterworks system within Abraza Subdivision, Barangay Plnagbuhatan. Pasig City, Metm Manl‘a. il
. i _with the followlng proposed rates:
. ! - N [
| - PROPOSED TARIFF R B
! ‘Residential and institutional. - - - . e ) IR e .'
(| [ o8 m3 fmin] _ e10m3 Zi30m3 '
N i P388.00 .| 7720 | 80.40 _
[ P617.50 | 12350 _ 128,60
i U1 | P123580 | 24700 | 25720
'Fiesldenﬁa"l and Commercial . . ‘
- [PipeSizo | 05m3(min) | 610m3 | 11-20ms | 2130m3 |
. T P388.00 | 7720 | 7820 _ 8040 |
- Pe17.50 3| 12360 | 12640 | 12880 |1
‘ [aT 1 _P123650 | 24700 | 25020° | 25720 |
k COm}n'sriﬂal and Indueuial) L
’ | g——— —— - — “ eee—— — LN P
Pipe 8izo o-ismm 1630m3 | 31-800m3 | 601-1000 m3 B K
i % | P232680 || 15040 | 17030 | 18330 | e
[| I 7 PE‘,m.oo | 28500 | 271240 28330 .t
i »"_".—1_! _ | P7,446.00. | 51000 | 54480 _ | _ 566,60 ;

Th[s appllcaflon will. be Inllially heard by the Board on 24 July 2023, The hearing will slan
:00-0'clock I the morning,atthe NWRB-WUD Conference Rdom, 8th Floor, NIA Bttilqlrb
uazon City, 6t which time applicant shail present Its evidence.

Atleaatﬂﬂoen(ﬁ)daysprlorhmm mﬂng.appﬂcantshallpubﬁshﬂtbnoﬂeem?al

na newspaper of general circulation in Metro Manila and serve by perscnal delivery of reglstared mai)-
a copy of the (f) applicationi and its md'nmms..and(ll) this naﬁce toall aﬂeetnd perﬂes appearlhg !
oh page 2 hereof. - ' . :

; l H

. Pﬁtﬂes oppoaed to the granllng ofthe appueetlon must flle thalr erhén opposlﬂonouwo d' | :
* by-documéntary evidence on or 'before the . above scheduled dala of heaﬂng. lumlshlng a .
“of the'sarne*tb the applleant. T } } :

1
v

" Fallure on the part bf any person aﬂecled tofileits oppoeltlon on tlme and'to appear atthe.
heating sgllhbe eonstrued as a waiver-of thelr right to be heard. Thé Board will proeeed io ham»
I ‘and decide the appﬂoaﬂon] based on the evidence subritted. , -

aring shdll amount ﬁo laek of | lnte
ccnrdlngly

tallure by the appllednt ta appear ya
ppliegg ! n“wdm'

] Wltness the Honorable Exqwtive Directof of tha Natlonal Watér Rasourees Board. thrs 1
; vday ofuune 2023. - . A N
|- o I ByAuthomyoﬂneBoard o 1
Y R T ! pr SEVILLO pl. vm..nr..cr.s“om it
‘ T . . 'Eﬁecuﬂvemrectbt } 1!
1 " i .
! ; . - BERA |
| mosoeretsty - ! . . AR
SanggunlmgPanlungsod : N L U
| iPasig Gy, Metro Manlta T . : AN
[ . n . . ’ - . . M
i The Berangaycﬁalnnnn e . o ' : ‘ .
B Pinagbinatan - L ‘ o '
] Paslscl ) Métro Manila . .. .. I’
1 mHomaownersAthresldent Lo ST ]
_é::usmwmn . . . . . I
ngdy Plnaghuliatan . . AN : ! RN . ‘
Paslgbﬂy.mw\mnlla y Lo B L B
The Adminlstiitor } : R St
Mbtropolitan Watamotks&merage Syatom, o : by
- NWSS Comnoung K@llpumn Road . RN ’ ) - : R 1
Balara‘ 3 ! o - ! MT - July's, 2028 (




STRATEGIC

AND
W INITIATIVES
eagwiwEsR?  SERVICE
iR

NTLE:

COMMUNICATION

TdSisseHl

PAGE

A ] ' BQ I:Té'

P Aulaniy Limes = o

FAGE1  BANNER EDITORIAL CAR
STORY STORY

JUL 08 3

DATE

. day‘of Jt.me 2023

— —
NATICNAL .....,w.ammgkéssgow S

mmswxrsnmmmucwm—:coap. e
App

ficant. - Case No, 23-3635
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, NOTICE OF HEARING
This is an applfcallon for Cenlflcaie of Public Convenience to operate and maintain a
waterworks system within Camella.Ellisande Subdivision, Barangay Calzada, Taguig City, Metro
Manila, with the following proposed rates:

_ PROPOSED TARIFF

Rasldentlal and lnstltuﬂonal

Residential and Coﬁrnerd‘al-

Pipo 620 | 08 md (min). | 640m3 | Tizoms | _2180m3
% | P241.00 4920 - g
v % |  P38550
1 P771.00" ¢
COmmerdal and lndustrlal
p_lg!su., 0-18m3 (min) |
LR P1932.00 |
¥ P 3,091.50
1' . 8300 . |

.. This qpplleaﬁ’ ﬁ‘wl!l be lnltlally haard, by the‘ﬂogrd orf 24 .Iuly} 2023., Thé:tearin
at 9:00.0'clock In i motning at.the NWRB-WUD;Gonference Raom; &ﬂhﬁlmr. NIA Bulldlng,
EDSA, Quezon City; at:which ime applleant shall pment its évldence

Athaﬂﬁfben(mmm»mwwmagmmwwqmmmbmm
ina newapaper of genéral circulationin Mnuouannanndsewabypembnaldenveryormglswmu

-aoopyofﬂn(l)appﬁcaﬂonandlmmwnm and(ﬂ)ﬁnlsnoﬂ?e waﬂaﬁmdpamesappearlngh

.onpaseszeof R \ : [

RS e ,,w,_,L Do

Parties opposed to thé gfanﬂng ofthe applleaﬂon rhust ﬁla thelr w:manopposlﬂon auppdrted'

'"'by documentary evidenca bn orbefore the abdve achdduled date of heﬂrlng. mlahing a qopy"

of the same to the applleaot. \
\

Failure 6n the pait df any perﬁon aﬁctad o file Iﬁs oppoamon On ﬁme and to appear

e .
hedring will be constnied s a waiver of thelr right to be heard. The Board wllhproosed 1o»hear |

and decide the appﬂeaﬂon basad on the evldence tubmmed

leewlse, failu
on-its‘part| ﬂﬂdw"‘e l

swmaw S o
\Sdnggtintang. Panlmsod e S s . i . .
 Tagilg City, Matrs Mariila I R LR S

Tho Barangay Chairman’ . - - t
Taaul'gcﬂ'y.Mé&o a .

'Thauomwmmn Prostdant . i -
Camafla Efllsanda Bubmylslbng . . oy o,

' Barangay.Q: . « ' !
“Tagulg:Clty, etroMenllsn P Lo . !

. . . AN ‘\ *
“The Adril lsmmr L L

Matropol nwmamr’is&memgsswm o |
‘MWSS Campound, Kam;ugan . s
aelam. Quezon cjty
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PRIMEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE CORP, . ' . . L]
e el . Appllcant . . .. Gase No.23-364 |-
A i NOTICEOF nmms IS

Appllcant an authoﬁzed operator of the waterworks system withln Grenvilp
Subdivislon. Barangay Tuktukan, Taguig City, Metro Manila, applles for tre
-‘renewal of Certiﬁcate of Public Convenience( L ‘,
| a Notlce is hereby given that this application will be Initially heard by ua

‘Board on .24 July 2023, hearing will start at 9:00.0' clock in the moming it |
the NWRB-WUD ‘Conference Room, 8th Floor, NIA Bulldlng, EDSA. Quezq\ .
Clty at which time. applieant shall presant its: evldenoe - ‘

"Atleast fifteon (15) days priorto the scheduled hearlng a:fplleent smn
bubllsh this riotice once in a newspaper of general circulation In Matro Manis,
‘and’send by personal dellyery or registered-mail'a copy of (i)the applicatidi- |
and its altachments and (il) thls notlce. to all affected. panies appeérlng @
-page 2 hereof. - = - 1

: b

1 :'- ‘Partles opposed ;o the granﬂng of the appllcatlon must ﬂle thelr wrméu B
| - 8pposition suppoited by documentary evidenca on orbefore the above: schedul@ ¥
date of hearing, furnlshlng a oopy of the sameto the applicant; - N B

Failure on the part of any affected party 1o file' its dpposition on time arp .
to. appear at'the hearing will be construed.as a waiver of their right to be head -{,
and the Board will proceed o hear and declde the appllcatlon based on ﬂ% :
evldence submltted e n i
; leewlse. failure by the applicant to appear at the hearlng shall amountttrla&
| of interest on its partand the lnstant applieatlon shallbe dlsmlssed accor‘dlngl;

Wltneés the Honofable Executive' Dlrector of tqe Natlonal Water Resouroe‘
| Bodrd this 14'*'- day.of June 2023 - . R b

L SRR By Autherity of the Board:

i

. Dr sEVn.r.oo

. ‘ MVID, Jr., CESO lll
o © - - Executive Dlrecfor .
Affot;‘led Partles: : L . '_J B o7 . f )
The Secrétary - L
Sangguniang Paniunngq . . . i 0
Tagulg Clty, Métro Man[la AT o "
“The Barsngay Chalrman » ' - S v

'Barangay Tuktukan . - o . Tl 4 o |
1 TagulgfcﬁyMbtroManl[a i ) DT A N

| The Homeowners Assn. Presidant '

1 Gtenville:Subdivision " : . , .
| Barangay Tuktikan : . o . Do
Taguig Glty,.Metro Manlta , -~ - . - . ro . L
The Admiinistrator - -~ EE N : ]

.1 Metropolitan | “Watétworks & Sovlprage System '
'MWSS' comﬁdund. Katipuriar ! -
i Balara.ﬁuezon Ity LA




