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DENR issues waLer conservation
^guidelines for gov't offices

DATE

By JEL SANTOS

Th^ Department of Environment
. and Natural Resources* (DENR) Wa-'
ter Resources Management Office
(WRMO) has issued guidelines for the
implementation of water conserva
tion measures by all government
offices.

This is in line with Malacanang*s
Memorandum Circular (MC) No.
22 which orders all government
departments and instrumentalities
to strictly implement water conser
vation measures as part of efforts
to prevent a water crisis amid the
looming El Nino phenomenon.
The circular was signed on ► 3

D ENR issues water conservation
gaidelines for gov't offices i-<
Jun
Ber

ale
abo it MC 22 and the water conserva-

program for public offices and
inded everyone of the "impend-
E1 Nino and potential drought

conlditions this year.*'
The bulletin established water
servation requirements for all

tioi
ren

ing

cor

gov ernment offices to follow through
the

mu

anc

the

ser

I 7 by Executive Secretary Lucas
lamin.
n WRMO*s Bulletin No. l, it
ted all government personnel

r building managers.
\s such, it noted that all agencies
5t have separate water nieters
for them to regularly check, if

meters are functioning properly.
'They may contact their water
dee provider if a sub-meter needs

to be installed,** it said.
"Harvested rainwater, if possible,

should be used instead of potable
water to clean premises or water
plants."

In addition, it reminded building
administrators to check for leaks, and
faulty fixtures, especially in toilets,
and to be observant of floors and
walls that may be constantly wet or
covered with molds due to moisture.

The WRMO also advised shutting
off the main building valves from 7
p.m., or as soon as staff members
had left the workplace entirely, until
6 a.m. a day later.

The bulletin also provided a chart
comparing per capita consumption vs
total monthly consumption based on

the number of frontline agency visi
tors and workers.

"As a guide, each employee must
not consume more than 50 liters of
water per day in office buildings (also
consider the number of visitors for
frontline agencies) and not more than
180 liters per day in households/con
dominiums and 24/7 offices. Multiply
these per capita consumption guides
and Compare with your total monthly
consumption (1,000 liters = 1 cubic
meter),** it stated.

Earlier, President Marcos directecj
the WRMO to monitor the progress of*
all departments toward conserving
water through the analysis of their
monthly water bills, in a bid to reduce
their consumption by 10 percent.

In April, Marcos created WRMO
by virtue of Executive Order No. 22.
Its main mandate is to ensure avail
ability and sustainable management
of water resources in the country.



rn □/ca/  upperX page 1

;  I ' I Q
PAGE LOWER

Strategic
Communication
AND

Initiatives

Service
liilliPiillifli

71I3E NATEOH'S NEWSPAPER

□ □ □
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

JUL 08 2ii..
DATE

NWRBto
cutMWSS,
NIA water
allocation if

below 180
meters M
180 metersi

This is a notable reduction firom
the current 50 cmS^water alibcation
for MWSS and 28.5 cms for NIA
as the country prepares for the
negative impacts of Ei Nifio, which
are expected to hie feit toward "the
final queiter of 2023 up to the first
quarter of 2024^ .

As of 6 a.m. Friday, the water
level at Angat Dam was at 180.45
meters..

The NWRB emphasized the
importance of water conservation
measures during thia "critical
period."

,  "It is crucial for resident, busi^
nessies, and institutions to remain
vigilant and actively participate in
efforts to consent water resources,"
the NWEB said. "Implementing
water-saving practices such as
rainwater ha^esting, reducing
consumption, fixing leaRs promptly,
and optimizihg irrigation systems
can significantly contribute to miti
gating the impacts of the. El Nino," it
added. (Nicole Magmanlac)

The fJatibnal Water Resources
Board (NWRB) Said on Friday, July
7, that it wiU'reduce the water
allocationsfor the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) and National Irrigation Ad-
minismatibn (NIAjthis montii if the
minimum water levd at Angat Dam
continues to drop., .

In a statement, the NWRB said
(that the water allocation for MWSS
wUl be lessened to 48 cubic meters
per seconid (cms) while the irrigation
aUocation for NIA willbe 20 cms un
til the end of July if the water level
at Angat Dam falls below its _
minimum operating level of W 9
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UNREPLENISHEDWITH RAIN,
MAGAT DAM DRYING UP
THE water at the Magat Dam reservoir is ap
proaching the level where it will be too shal
low to generate power, the National Irriga
tion Administration-Magat River Integrated
Irrigation System (NIA-Mariis) reported.

Because little or no rain has fallen for

days in the provinces of Nueva Vizcaya and
Ifugao, the level has dropped by 7.5 meters
since June 1, the NIA-Mariis said.

>'DrylngA2
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.0 drying FROM A1

The level was at 172.84 meters on
June 1, plunging to 165J4 m on July 7.
The level has to be at least 160 ra

t.for the dam's, hydroelectric plant to
continue operation, the agency said.

In July 1991, the four-decade-old
dam recorded an all-time low of 149
meters amid a prolonged drought.
One of. the country's biggest

dams, Magat is used primarily for
irrigating about 85,000 hectares of
agricultural lands, flood control and
power generation.
Located along the Isabela-Ifugao

border,'Magat is the second-biggest
electricity provider among hydro
dams in Luzon, contributing at least
380 megawatts to the Luzon grid.

Constmction of the dam was au
thorized by then-president Ferdinand
Marcos Sr. tlirough Presidential De
cree 693 on May 7, 1975.
Work on the dam started in 1978

and was completed in 1983.
NIA-Mariis, which oversees Mart's

irrigation component, resorts to irri
gation on a rotational basis whenever
the dam's water reserves dwindle.
SN Aboitiz Power, which owns and

operates the Magat power plant, has to
operate at a reduced capaaty because
of dropping water reserves.
' In March 2010, the dam stopped

generating power, affecting the entire
Luzon grid, when its water level fell
to 152.7 meters..

The NIA-Mariis said it has started
implementing measures to piitigate
the effects of below-normal rainfall
'rfause'dbyElNiirp. ' ' •

On Friday, the Philippine Atmo
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi
cal Services Administration (Pagasa)
said the water levels in other dams
have dropped below normal.
Angat Dam dipped to 180.45 m,

slightly down from its lowest normal
level of 180 m, Pagasa said. The nor
mal level is 210 m.
•Angat supplies 90.perceirt of the

water supply forMetro Manila. ■
The level at San Rpque Dam

dropped to 23fOS m ftbm the iior-
. mal 280 m as of 6 a.m.. on Friday,
Pagasasaid., , . - . ' ■

.  ' Pagasa had said Metro Manila
and 24 provinces could experience

JDMfciffia

BELOW N0f?£V3AL The water level in this photo of the flngat ".
Dam in Norzagaray, Bulacan, taken on Friday, July 7,2023, Is slightly below the • <
normal level at 180.45 meters, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and •
Astronomical Services Administration said. The normal water level for Angat is i
between 180 meters and 210 meters. The onset of the El Nino phenomenon, martedi
by drought caused by extreme heat, is threatening to dry up the major source of •
water supply In Metro Manila. PHOTO BY ISMAELDE JUAN ' <

drought conditions in January next-
year at the height off I.Nino.
The Pantabangan Dam is also below

normal level at 179.60 m. '

The Metropolitan Waterworks and •
Sewerage System (MWSS) announced,
on Friday a nine-hour water inter-
mption on Wednesday for close to
600,000 households in Maynilad's
concision zone

Patrick James Dizon, head of the

MWSS Angat/lpo Operations Manage
ment Division, said the water level at
Angat is expetfed to fall below 180 ra.
"However,Sve are projecting that

there will be no interruption tomor
row, exceptfor the regular maintenance
"activities," Dizon said.

There are 591,000 households that
will be affected, which; Dizon said, is
lower than the projected 1.5 million
houses to be affeaed by last April.
The length of intermption — from 7

p.m. to 4 a.m. — is shorter than the 14
to 16 hours imertuption in April, he said.
On Thursday, the National Water

Hesoirrtes Board (NWRB) said it will
reduce the water allocation to contes- ■.
sionarres irvMetro Manila as w^ afffof
rrri^tion once theivatef level at Angat
falls below 180'm,» ,

I  . The NWRB said the ilocatlon will
be brorigjti <iovm from 50 cuh'w meters,
per second (cms)' to 48 cms. ■ -

The allocation for irrigation vhH be

cut from 28.5 cms to 20 cms. ,
The Metropolitan Waterworks and,

Sewerage System said they will appeal,
the NWRB's decision. ,

, "We will request for a meeting (with
the NWRBj and appeal to them to not;
reduce the water allocation for Metro
Mairila households," Dizon said. ;

The Department of Energy (DoEJ
said it had mapped out cotitingendes
to augment power supply demand, as
production from their hydroelectriG
plants are expected to slow down
because of the dwindling water sup
ply and the continued effect of the El,
Nifio phenomenon.

Energy Undersecretary Rowena
Guevarra said at a briefing that the
department had already fired up the
llijan Power Plant in Batangas and was
expected to boost the power supply,
especially in Luzon.

The llijan plant runs on liquefied
natural gas.

Guevarra said other additional
backup for power include generatois
and even the powergrids in the Visayas

■ and Mindanao,
"We havq the generators, which

utilize diesel. This will help avoid any
power outages," she said in Filipino; i

LEANDERCOOMINGQt
CLAIRE BERNADETT^

■ RBONDARESAND,
FRANCIS EARL CUETO
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Water service gaps
expected next week
The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys
tem said households must brace themselves for
water service interruptions as the water level in
Angat Dam continues to drop. On Saturday it was'
at an operating minimum of 180 meters, some 20
meters above the critical level of 160. Service in
terruptions expected by next Wednesday may last
up to nine hours mostly within the conces- TS
sion area of Maynilad. —story by meg j. adonis Am

f« ANGAT DAM RESERVES CONTINUE TO DROP

iWSS: EXPECT WeSEimGE
BAPSSnuniNBNEXTWEEK

By Meg Adonis
(SmeglNQ

The Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS)
said on Friday that households
must brace themselves for wa
ter service interruptions by
next week as the water level in
Angat Dam continues to drop
amid the El Nino phenomenon.

MWSS division manager
Patrick Dizon said the dam's
water level was expected to
reach the 180-meter operating
minimum on Saturday.

Data from the website of the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geo
physical and Astronomical Ser
vices Administration showed
that water elevation at the dam
was at 180.45 meters on Friday
morning, some 20 meters above
the critical level of i6o meters.

Water from Angat, estimat

ed at 4,000 million liters per
day, flows to the La Mesa and
Ipo Dams to help provide wa
ter to Metro Manila and nearby
provinces through water con
cessionaires Maynilad Water
Services Inc. and Manila Water
Co. Inc.

When the water level dips
below 180 meters, supply pri
ority is given to Metro Manila
households rather than oth
er uses, such as irrigation and
power generation, to ensure
minimal service interruptions. ...

According to Dizon, water;
service interruptions are ex
pected by next Wednesday and
may last up to nine hours most
ly within the concession area of i
Maynilad. I

"But if there is heavy rain-1
fall, this may be delayed to Fri
day, July 14." he told reporters.
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9-hr. water break looms in IVlayhilad areas
MORE than half a million customers of
Maynilad should prepare for a possible
nine-hour service interruption next week
as the government anticipates Angat
Dam's water level to fall below its mini
mum operating level of 180 meters.

"The elevation ofAngat will reach 180
meters (Saturday). However, we are pro
jecting that there will be no interruption
tomorrow, except for the regular main
tenance activities," MWSS Angat/Ipo

Operations Management Division head
Patrick James Dizon said in a message to
GMA News.

"For Maynilad, the expected interrup
tion will be on Wednesday (July 12), the
earliest, but if there are rains, the start of
intermption could be by Friday (July 14)...
The number of hours of interruption - 7
p.m. to 4 a.m. (nine hours)... that is lesser
than the 14 to 16 hours interruption in April
2023," Dizon said. Next page

9-hr....
FromAl

The water interruptions will affect at
least 591,000 households, or over a third
of the T;5 millioii affected households in
April, Dizon said.'

"Manila Water , will not be affected by
the reduction of allocation," he added.

Angat Dam supplies over 90% of Met
ro,Manila's potabl? water requirements.

Its falling water level - at 180.45 me
ters y€s^day--jwill triggena reduction in
the water allocation for the concession
aires of the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System.
, ' The National Water-Resources Board

on Thursday said it will further reduce the
water allocation for MWSS to 48 cubic
meters per second (cms) from 50 cms
should Ae water level at Angat Dam fall
below 180 meters.

Maynilad said it will hold a press brief
ing on Monday to disclose specific details,
on the impact of the lower water allocation.

Meanwhile, the newly created Wa-,
ter Resources Management Office um ;
der the Department of Environment
and Natural Resotirces has released the
guidelines for water conservation mea
sures to, b.e.observed by al.lgpvernfnent
offices pursuant to Memorandum Cir
cular No. 22 issued by Malacanang in
June. Rio N. Araja (See full story on
line at manilastandard.net)
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UNICEF-WHO REPORT

acgesstopotablewater,sanitationstillunsureformanyinph
ByAbbyBoiser
g^Ah^BoiserlNQ
A report by the United Nations
Children's Fund (Unicef) and
the World Health Organiza
tion (WHO) on the global water
supply showed that some 42
percent of the country's popu
lation still lack a reliable access
to potable water.

In its situationer on the
pjiilippines, the report also
noted that 4 out of 10 Filipinos,
or 37 percent of the population,
had no access to sanitation fa
cilities. while 10 percent had
shared bathrooms among com-
niunities and 3 percent defe
cated out in the open.

It also found that 18 percent
of the population did not ob
serve basic hygiene, while 9 per-

t cent of the rural population and
I 4 percent of Filipinos in urban
I areas had no soap and water.

In contrast to the country's
; figures, access to safe drinking

The report also noted that women and girls
worldwide are more likely to bear the burden

of inequalities in terms of access to clean
water, sanitation and hygiene facilities

water among global house
holds rose from 69 percent in
2021 to 73 percent in 2022; good
sanitation, from 49 percent to
57 percent; and basic hygiene,
from 67 percent to 75 percent.

Inequalities
Yet despite those gains,

about 2.2 billion around the
world still lack potable water in
their homes, while 34 billion had
no access to sanitation facilities.

Around 2 billion have no

soap and water in their homes
to clean themselves.

"Achieving universal cov
erage by 2030 will require a six
fold increase in current rates
of progress for safely managed
drinking water, a fivefold in
crease for safely managed san
itation and a threefold increase
for basic hygiene services," the
UN report said.

The report also noted that
Women and girls worldwide
are more likely to, bear the bur

den of inequalities in terms of
access to clean water, sanita
tion and hygiene facilities.

It found that women and
girls are the ones who make
long,er journeys to fetch water,
losing time in education, work
and leisure.

This, in mm, exposes them to
phj^ical injury and other risksWomen age 15 and older
collect water in 7 out of 10 such
households, while men and
boys only fetch water in 3 out
of 10 homes.

The report also showed that
more than 500 million world
wide share sanitation facilities
with other households—which
compromises women and girls'
rights to privacy, dignity and
safety.

In 51 countries, women and
adolescent girls in the poorest
households are most likely to
be deprived of access to a pri
vate place to wash and change,
the report said, inq
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Is Japan being reckless in its unilateral decision to
dump contaminated wastewater into the sea?

ON July 3, 2023, Japan's Chief
Cabinet Seaetary Matsuno Hiro-

kazu reiterated that there would be no
change to the government's plan to start
releasing huclear-contamiriated water
into the sea by the summer. Such a state
ment clearly indicates that the dumping
of 1.3 million tons of contaminated
nuclear wastewater from the destroyed
Fukushima nuclear power plant into
the sea, which can fill up around 500
Olympic-sized swimming pools, will
push through despite domestic and
international opposition. But what's
more interesting is that the Japanese
government's decision has the back
ing of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). But is this the correct
and just thing to do for the IAEA and
the Japanese government?

In a report released on July 4, the
IAEA said it has concluded after a two-
year assessment that the plan is "consis
tent with relevant international safety
standards' and that while societal,
political and environmental concerns
have been raised, the discharged water
"will have negligible radiological impact.
on people and the environment."

Opposition and resistance

The Pacific Rim countries like China,
South Korea (Republicof Korea), the Phil
ippines and the Pacific Island countries
oppose the release of nuclear wastewater
into the Padfic and have demanded that

'Japan stop its plan. Even the Fukushima
Prefectural Federation of Fisheries Coop-
erativeAssodationshasunanimousIyad-
opted a resolution expressing opposition
to the plan of the Japanese government

Pacific Islands Forum Secretary-
General Henry Puna issued a state
ment on June 26, 2023, saying that
Japan's plan to dump radioactive
wastes in the Pacific Ocean is not
merely a nuclear safety issue. It is

HEADSIGHT
!«■

;  . ANNA

rather an ocean, fisheries and health
issue with the future of our children
and future generations at stake. This
issue has significant trans-boundary
and trans-generational impacts, and
can potentially set a precedent for
the deliberate, unilateral dumping of
nuclear waste into our oceans. New ap
proaches are needed. The way forward
should involve comprehensive interna
tional consultation not only through.
the IAEA platform but through other
relevant platforms, such as the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (Unclos) and the 1972 Convention
on the Prevention of Marine Pollution
by Dumping ofWastes and Other Matter
(the London Convention).

On the other hand, the Chinese for
eign ministry spokesman, Mao Ning,
at a July 4,2023 press conference, said
that the Japanese government's push to
go ahead with the ocean discharge plan
has raised widespread concerns and
worries from the international com
munity. She said that a Global Times
survey conducted in 11 countries — in
cluding China, South Korea, Japan, the
Philippines and New Zealand — indi
cated that of the 11,000 respondents,
nearly 90 percent showed worries, fear
and anger toward the plan, and more
than 90 percent of them support their
countries in taking measures to inter
vene in Japan's ocean discharge plan.

In the same press conference, Mao
Ning reiterated that China was again
urging Japan to have a responsible
attitude for the whole of humanity
and our future generations and stop
pushing through with the discharge
plan to fully explore and evaluate

the alternatives to ocean discharge to
ensure that the nuclear-contaminated
water is handled in a scientific, safe
and transparent manner; and to agree
to rigorous international oversight.

Reckless plan

Nevertheless, despite domestic and inter
national resistance it seems the Japanese
government will stubbornly push through
with its unilateral decision to discharge
nuke wastewater into the sea. .

This unilateral and damaging decision
by the Japanese govemment is reckless,
devoid of legitimacy as far as the inter
national community is concerned, and is
a downright disregard of adherence and
compliance with relevant international
laws on the protection of the marine
environment and people's health.

Let's suppose this nuke wastewater
ocean dumping plan is not averted. In
that case, the entire humanity is at risk
of nuclear contamination and pollution,
which obviously threatens the very sutt
vival and eristence of all living species,
including humans. Thus, the world is seri
ously in ttouble with the uncertainty of
the adverse impacts, risks and safety ofthe
marine environment and people's health.

, It should be noted that the bodies of
water, in Asia are' very much connected,'
and pollutants originating firom the Fu
kushima nuclear plant wastewater will
no doubt reach nearby areas, adversely
affecting local marine and coastal envi
ronments, fishing industries of coastal
states, and people's health and well-being.

In this regard, if Japan is indeed a
responsible and conscientious member
of the international community, as part
of its international accountability, it
should think twice before proceeding
with this plan and prudently consult
with the countries directly affected by
such a decision. The Japanese govern-
"tent, as an act of courtesy, should

at least conduct comprehensive and
sufficient consultations with countries
in the Pacific Rim and Pacific Island
countries to discuss further the isiue,
possible alternative solutions and its
adverse impacts on both the marine
resources and ecosystems, and people's
health. The Japanese government
should reconsider and forther study
its plan and look for the best possible
alternative options for how tliis nudear
wastetvater can be properly and safely
disposed of without sacrificing, endan
gering and threatening humanity and all
species ■with nuclear pollution catastrophe.

Conclusion

Indeed, for the Japanese govemment to
use the sea/ocean as a diunping ground'
for its nuclear-contaminated wastewater
when our oceans and seas are already
stressed and straggling from pollution
is undoubtedly a misguided and reckless
decision that deserves condemnation
and criticism. Lest we forget the ocans
and seas are the largest ecosystem, and
the Earth's essential life support system.
Suppose humanity and all living spedes
are to sustain life on earth now and in
the future. In that case, protecting and
preserving our marine ecology is a mtist
instead of turning it into a dumpsite for
nuclear-contaminated wastewater Onthis
note. Pacific Rim coimtries and the whole
world must speak against and opposp it,
for this is a critical en-vironmental issue
that might cause enormous marine pol-
ludon in the Pacific Ocean and beyond.

Anna Rosario Malindog^Uy is a PhD
economics candidate at the Institute of
South-South Cooperation and Develop-'
ment in China's Peking University. She '•
is analyst, director and vice president !
for external affairs ofthe Asian Century!
Philippines Strategic Studies Institute -
(ACPSSI), a Manila-based think tank i
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FOR THE THIRD TIME

Earth sets unofficial heat record
WASHINGTON (AP) - Earth's average

temperature set a new unofficial record high
on Thursday, the third such milestone in
ia week that already rated as the hottest on
■ record.

The planetary average hit 17.23 degrees
Celsius, surpassing the 17.18-degree mark set
Tuesday and equaled Wednesday, according
to data from the Universily of Maine's Cli
mate Reanalyzer, a tool that uses satellite
data and computer simulations to measure
the world's condition.

That average includes places that are
sweltering imder dangerous heat - like Jingx-
ing, China, which checked in at almost 43.3
degrees Celsius - and the merely unusually
warm, like Antarctica, where temperatures
across much of the continent were as much as

r4.5 degrees'Celsius-above normed this week.
!  ..„The National Oceanic and ̂ A^ospheric

Administration (NCAA) on Thursday issued
a note of caution about the Maine tool's find
ings, saying it could not confirm data that
results in part from computer modeling.

"Although NCAA cannot validate the
methodology or conclusion of the University
of Maine analysis, we recognize that we are
in a warm period due to climate change,"
NOAA said.

Still, the Maine data has been widely re
garded as another troubling sign of climate
change around the globe. Some climate sci
entists said tins week they weren't surprised
to see the imoffidal records.

Robert Watson, a scientist and former
chairman of the UN's Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, said governments
and the private sector "are not truly com
mitted to address cliiiTate dhcihge.'''' Nor are

■ citizens, he said. A-
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Partnerships for watershed protection and water security
By Melandrew T. Velasco
COINCIDING with the celebration of
Philippine Environment Month last June,
the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System led by MWSS administrator Leonor

■ Cleofas and the Million Trees Foundation,
Inc. (MTFI) recognized partners in the Annual
Million Trees Challenge (AMTC) project.

It was an auspicious event as the AMTC
awards and pledging session for 2023 was also
held on June 27, 2023, two days after Arbor
Day.

As President and Executive Director of
MTFI, I am happy to note that once more like
in previous years the commitments of AMTC
project partners breached the one million trees
target.

The goal is to plant 10 million more trees
until 2030.

To date, 6.8 million trees have been planted
in the seven critical watershed beneficiaries of
AMTC. ■ .

Closed forest cover m the watersheds
increased by 5,734 hectares in 2020.

It has been seven years when MWSS, under
Administrator Gen. Reynaldo V. Velasco
(ret) initiated the AMTC to rehabilitate the
Utersheds of Angat-Ipo, Kaliwa, La Mesa,
Laguna Lake, Umiray, Upper Marikina, and
Manila Bay that were critical to the water
supply for Metro Manila and adjoining
provinces of Rizal, Bulacan, and parts of
Cavite. It is a step toward achieving water
security in MWSS coverage areas.

MTFI is the non-government organization

partner of MWSS to ensure the sustainabillty
of the AMTC.

Together with more than 30 participating
organizations, the objective of rehabilitating
the watersheds is achievable.

And involvement of the private sector is
important in this endeavor.

In her address before the Financial Inclusion
for Women, Water and Climate Resilience
Forum organized by the Financial Executives
of the Philippines (FINEX), DENR Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga underscored water security
can be achieved if government and all other
stakeholders will work together.

There is no substitute at this moment for
coherence, convergence and synergy in water
governance," Loyzaga said.

"With your partnership, I know, these are
all possible and water security can be reached
and achieved for the Philippines," she told
forum participants.

Recognizing the contribution of AMTC
project paitners, MWSS and MTFI conferred
on them Kampeon ng Tubig Kanlugan
Awards, Million Trees Achievers, and AMTC
Champion of Trees Awards. .

Plaques of Appreciation and Special
Awards were also handed out.

Recipients of the Kampeon ng Tubig
Kanlungan Awards were SMC President
Ramon S. Ang, Maynilad President Ramoncito
S. Fernandez, Manila Water President Jocot
de Dios, Santa Clara International Chairman
Nicandro Linao, and Manila Water Foundation
Executive Director Reginald Andal for their
significant roles as institutional partners of the

We at the
MTFI hope more
partnerships will

forged for water
security.

m

Million Trees Foundation, Inc. and the Millionrees Nursery and Eco Learning Center in
support of AMTC; , "DENR NCR Regional Executive Director
a^ue me Caancan for being an institutional

pa net of the Million Trees Foundation
rnP f supply of tree saplings and othercollaborative efforts in support of AMTc-
Gen. Nakar Mayor Elizeo Ruzol for hivsignificant role in the implementation of th'Kahwa Dam Project to include reforest
m said area; and DENR Region 4A Execut v
Director Nilo B. Tamoria for his signifiedrole as Top Performer with close to 90 o^n
trees planted for AMTC C Y 2022. "'""0

Fwe were recognized as Million TreeAchievers; San Miguel Corporation forhaS
planted morerthan five million trees in ekh!
provinces under its 747 SMC Global P^'Greening Program; Maynilad for achievinTif
ZTfT December 2022under its Plant for Life project; Manila wSfor having planted 1.382,114 million froi^

1997 to 2022;
DENR 4-A for having planted 1,860 095

from 2017 to 2022; and, DENR Region 3 for
having planted 2,063,515 from 2017 to 2022.

The AMTC Champion of Trees Award was
presented to agencies that , planted at least
25,000 trees or more for 2022.

Garnering the awards were MWSS
Regulatory Office, CSBS Consortium, Laguna

Lake Development Authority, General
Nakar LGU, DENR NCR, Prime Water,
MWSS Corporate Office, Maynilad, Manila
Water, ppjR Region 3, and DENR Region 4A.

Participants and stakeholders who
have actively participated and supported
the implementation of the AMTC 2022
among them: Newport World Resorts, SGS
PhilipP'"®® Inc., MCVO Talent Outsourcing
Services;

The Raya School—Fairview, Selma
Shipping Philippines Inc., Rotary District
3830 DG Mildred Vitangcol, Rotary District
3800 DG Arturo Tanyag, Netflix Philippines,
New World Hotel Makati, Nestle Philippine
Inc

Philippine Bamboo Development
Industry Council Executive Director Rene E.
Madarang, National Federation of Woman's
Club and Ligao Woman's Club President
Linda Gonzales, Rotary Club of Manila Claro

Recto Rotary President JermiferChuacoco;
National Council of Women of The

philiPPj"®® President Cecillc Dy, JCl Senate
philippic®® JCl National President Alfiepernandez, Luzon Clean Water Development
Corporation, ABS CBN Foundation, Inc.

Bantay Kalikasan, and DOHWA-EDCOP
were given Plaques of Appreciation.

Meanwhile, Special Awards were given
to Rotary Club of Makati Gems MIP Alain
Coros, JCl Senate Philippines GreenLink i
Project Chairperson JCl Sen. Lia Seelin;

Lingayen Mayor Leopoldo N. Bataoil,
ECARMA Health Options Corporation
President TJ Meneses, Jumpcat Experiment
& "Ang Manglalakbay," Brilliant Jerk
Production, Marie Antonette De Ocampo
of Maynilad, Respect; Noble Queen of the
Universe Ltd. Inq., and Visual Artist Janddie
Castillo.

Likewise, media entities and practitioners
were handed Special Award plaques foj
supporting the AMTC, Million Trees
Foundation and MWSS.

American journalist Jim Robbins, author
of the 256-page The Man Who Planted Trees
said; "Planting trees may be the single most
important ecotechnology that we have to
the broken pieces of our planet back together"

The Man Who Planted Trees is a charming
story about the virtues of environmental
stewardship and tireless service - both of
which are very important.

We at the MTFI hope more P^atnerships
will be forged for water security.

(The author is president and executiy
director of the Million Trees Foundati ^ i
Inc*, a non-profit group advocating
planting and watershedprotection. He is
a book writer and publisher of biograpf,;
and coffee-table books.)
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in

EASTWEST Ageas planted 400
endemic trees at Quezon City's
La Mesa Watershed as part of
its commitment to the Filipino ,
community and the environ-

\ ment.
Fifty employees from the

company's head office traveled
.  from Bonifacio Global City,
: Taguig to participate in ABS-
• CBN's "Planta Forest" initiative.
•  "We started this conservation

effort six months ago as a sym
bol of our company's growth,"
said Franco Jayme, agency sales
head. "It's our modest way of
giving back to our community
while also protecting the long-
term survival of our planet."

This "attempt not only rep
resents the company's growth,
but it is also firmly linked to
long-term planning.

Getting insured is planting

the seed of one's future now
so that it can grow into a tree
that can provide shelter when
storms strike

"Planting trees today has
surely sparked our ESG (envi
ronmental, social and gover
nance) efforts. We intend to
continue participating in these
activities that not only enriches

' us today but will also benefit us
in the future," added Vren Hugo,

organization development lead.
EastWest Ageas intends to ex

pand its ESG support as a form
of insurance for the planet's
future sustainability.

EastWest Ageas Insurance is
a joint venture between Ageas,
a global insurer with almost
200 years of experience, and
EastWest Banking Corp., one of
the country's leading universal
banks. THEMANILATIMES

■ Fifty volunteers plant 400 endemic trees for the future.
PHOTO FROM EAST WEST AGEAS

-(tQ ,c;H
cloH'-' tiijli'ufji
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The island of Luzon is traversed by
three mountain ranges. Its geologicalX three mountain ranges. Its geological

spine, the Sierra Madre Mountain Range,
is a 540-kilometer stretch from Cagayan
to Quezon. The Cordillera Mountain
Range, measuring 320 kiiometers cuts
through Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino and
Nueva Ecija, and between the two is the
Carballo Mountain Range. These three
nurture the headwaters of the mighty
Cagayan River. The Sierra Madre and
Cordillera were so impenetrable, the
Spanish empire could barely stake ter
ritory with Cross and Sword.
Now a strange and insidious thing

is happening in the Sierra Madre, es- ,
pecially in its mountain siopes in the
provinces of Rizal and Laguna. Big
businessmen from Manila are buying
tracts of land there; it is whispered
that some operate through dummies,
natural or juridical, and acquire land
covered by tax declarations which, as
any law student will tell you, are not
conclusive proof of ownership.

For tax deciarations to ripen into
ownership, the holder of said tax dec
iarations must be in possession of the
iand, which in their case is impossible
since most of them have only set foot
once or twice on the land that they
claim and thereafter return to their

posh residences in Metro Manila.
The properties that they are acquiring,

or they have acquired, are strategicaliy
located, and their clear purpose is to

IN LEGAL
TERMS

SAUL
HOFILENAJR.

deprive adjacent iandowners of their
right-of-way to their own properties.
Most of those who are deprived of physi
cal access are proprietors of small pieces
of iand or subsistence farmers who are

forced to sell their properties for a pit
tance or to abandon this altogether. What
is the use of owning land when guards
of big businessmen block your right to
enter your own property? The forests of
Sierra Madre used to be impenetrable,
now they are also inaccessible.
The more knowledgeable and well-

off landowners file cases in court to

enforce right-of-way easements, which
were iliegaily closed, an expensive
process which clogs our courts. Others
are asking for reversion of the misused
lands back to the government under
the Regalian Doctrine because they say
that forest and public lands should be
used for the commonweal and not to

foster individual or corporate greed.
As a result, no schools are being

built in the interior, land cannot

be obtained for recreation, heaith

and evacuation centers. Farmers no-

longer have the motivation to culti

vate the soil because of the lack of
farm-to-market roads which previous
administrations should have built.
Connectivity, not isolation, ̂specially
in an archipeiagic State, is the sine qua
non for nationai development.
The Sierra Madre shouid be opened by

the building of roads outlined in cadas-
trai maps made by the government ages
ago or delineated by cadastrai courts.
Oftentimes, these maps show roads now
referred to as barangay roads with widths
of 20 meters. The opening of these roads
would solve the right-of-way issues. The
government couid also use idle high
lands to generate Aeolic energy.

President Ferdinand Marcosjr. takes
the energy probiem seriously. As a
young governor of Ilocos Norte, he
knew that the Philippines had to secure
its sources of energy in order to sustain
economic growth and development. I
remember how fascinated he was with

wind turbines and aiternative sources
of energy that are environment-friend
ly. He used to have miniature wind
turbines made as giveaways, attached '
to keychains and mounted on ashtray
and siik-screened on T-shirts.

liocos Norte now has wind farms, the
first in the Phiiippines, that are sources
of renewabie energy. These gigantic
windmiils facing the West Phiiippine
Sea have become tourist attractions.

Several months ago. President Mar
cos, together with his son, Ferdinand
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Alexander Marcos 3rd, inaugurated a
160-megawatt wind farm, the largest in -
the country. Wind turbines placed in ap
propriate places in the Sierra Madre can
be buiit only as high as Meralco posts.
But how could we build these sourcei of'

energy if unscrupulous individuals cbse
the gates to hundreds of hertares in the-
interior of the Sierra Madre?

Most of our power needs are still ■

obtained from traditional sources,
subject to the fickle laws of supply ind'
demand, and scarcity. We have rail-'
lions of hungry mouths to feed, that
is why agriculture, like wind power, is
a priority of President Marcos.
The Sierra Madre has historically been

the refuge of insurrectionists, revolu
tionaries, rebeis and freedom fighters.
The Hunters ROTC and the Marking's
Gueriiias, famed gueriila organizatbns
that defied the Japanese during the Sec
ond Worid War, cailed the Sierra Midre

their home. The Hukbalahap leaderLuis
Taruc used to end his letters with'the

words "Somewhere in the Sierra,Madre."
Soon, the Sierra Madre may fail into

the hands of people whose ideals are
in direct contrast to those who lave .

previousiy sought its refuge — and the
process may become irreversible if we

■do not act in haste. '
If only stones were known to nove

and trees to speak, they would voice ■
their protest and stage their escape fiom
the great lockdown at the Sierra Madre.

■TJittja-iiiiii i""
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Samal port project
■  'destroyed'corals
DAVAO CITY-A marine biologist raised the alarm
over the destruction of corals in the offloading port
constructed for the Samal fsland-Davao City con
nector bridge. Dr. John Lacson cited a video show
ing how the metal frames of the port got embed
ded into the living corals of the reef. The project
was built to offload heavy equipment for the con
struction of a bridge that will link Davao City 5S
and Samal Island, —story by germelina lacorte A #

IN VIOLATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL, FISHERY LAWS

By Germelina Lacorte
(ffllnqNational

DAVAO CITY—A marine biol
ogist has raised the alarm over
the destruction of corals in the
offloading port constructed for
the Samal Isiand-Davao City
connector bridge.

Dr. John Lacson said a vid
eo has shown that the metal
frames of the ancillary port
recently built to offload heavy
equipment for the construc
tion of the bridge that will link
Davao City and Samai Island
actually embedded into the
living corals of the reef.

"Although direct construc
tion of the bridge is paused, an
ancillary project of [the] DPWH
(Department of Public Works
and Highways), which is a sea
port intended for offloading of
heavy equipment, is being built
within 25 meters of a reef adja
cent to Paradise Reef," he said.

Lacson the port construction
violated the Philippine Fisheries
Code which states that it is "un
lawful for any person, entity, or
corporation to perform activities
that damage coral reefs."

Lacson, a marine biologist
with a doctorate on biological
science in the University of
Texas, said he had regularly
visited the area to monitor the
health of the reefs but when he
first checked on the Paradise 1
Reef on June 3, he noticed the 1
metal structures of the newly
constructed port.

Five days later, he decided
to have a closer look and saw >
that the metal frames of the f
new structure were actually f
embedded on the corals. a

Public Works Secretary n
Manuel Bonoan, reached by tl
phone on Friday, told the In- ai

7*^® ancillary port constructed to unload
Iand-Dav77r' <=onstruction of the Samal Is-
takpn nn r° ' Xconnector bridge, as shown In this photo
corl^r '""^"^dded on a living coral reef, ac-
BiotoP,! biologist John Lacson. -photo by marineBIOLOGIST JOHN LACSON

quirer he would look into the
concern.

"We just have to investi
gate. Tingnan namin (Let us
see)," he said.

He said he was made to un
derstand that "the construc
tion of the Samal bridge proj
ect is being closely monitored
by a team composed, of [offi
cials of the] DPWH, the local
government and other stake
holders every step of the way."

He added: "We just have to
find out if this has gone through
their scrutiny," he said.

Petition
This developed as the law

yers of the Lucas-Rodriguez
family, who owned the Paradise
island Park and Beach Resort
and its adjacent Costa Marina
resort on the island, petitioned
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

to suspend or cancel the envi
ronment compliance certificate
(EGG) of the bridge project be
cause of the violations.

In a June 8 letter to Gilbert
Gonzaies, director of DENR's
Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB), the lawyers cit
ed the construction of the port
as among the violations The
port was not one of the activ
ities identified in the project's
Environment Impact Assess
ment (ElA) report, the basis of
the EGG issuance, they noted.

"[The construction of the
port] was not listed in the pre-
construction process nor was
it included in the environment
manageihent plan," the letter
signed by lawyer Ramon Ed
ison Batacan of the Batacan
Montejo Vicencio and Valdez
Law Firm read.

The law fi rm also cited
the destruction of the corals.

I  a violation of Section 96. of
;  the Revised Philippine Fish-
i  er.es Code: "Coral reefs haveI  been damaged as a result of
I  ,n, instruction and as theegal construction continues

m haste, there will be more
damage. The activity beZt '
outs.de the identified and ai
lowable [activities]: under theElA, .ts .mpacts including se
vere environmental risks and
potential for pollution wer2not properly assessed. Due to
the om.ss.ons, there are
mitigating measures in Place "

Nd'action
The law firm said theirPetit.on was also sent to con

cerned agencies and officials
among them the Office of the
Ombudsman in Mindanao
Program of the Ombudman's
Office mDiliman, .Quezon City
0 Environment Secretary Mana Antoma Yulo-Loyzaga and

Secretary Bonoan, but had notbeen acted until now.
it Was the

fi rst t.me for him to hear about
'he

Lacson, on the other hand,
had notified former

tor R ^ •'^Sional Direc-
the Evasco aboutthe destruction of the corals

act on rhp

however haTf'""'''
hy'awye;MetcedTDrgam
who is currently on leave.Maria Antonette Andolana, «
ncsm assistant to theENR-Davao director, said by

they would
'°°hmto the complaint, mo
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i:Jhe. sands that
would be removed from Ae dred^iig
a^^ties in the rivers of this town
^i be us^d iri the redimatibft prpj- /
ects in Manila Bay, the rtiayor of this*''
townsalid.' - ^

In a tifess tionferebce before his
State oftlie MumdpsllitirAddfess oli^
Tuesday, July 4, Bafcd' Maybr AU'an^
RblHan said thtit an appllGarit for
the massive riven restoration add

dredging project of the provincial
gpvemmentiGf Oriental Mindoro has i
^ougnt an audience with him and
the peadsi;p.f the barangay covered ;
by the project!, . V h:
"^is Bird's Nest went pie and

th^^ are the only on,^^ of the ms^py
applic^ts that wants tp Ptir
rivers. And 1 asked tli^ where Would
the sands be |)rpu^t and I wasi tpld
that it would be ̂is^ip one of their
projects in Manila Bay;® foidan said,

lijii'hoWeVCT, is coiitf^ to state- [
menp^ from the prdtdnqal goyeim-

which aamoirnced that the s^
tak4h fifdih
be dscd in the in&aStructtire prbjects
of the prbtindal gdviMihen^^

■Aa fer as I am eoncerrifed, 'Bird's
Nes^itbld he thdt they wPuM use

tion;jand^ evcrf Vteit diere and Saw^
for ip^eff said ptoject. 1 do not
knpt^ if the governor has his own
agre^ent with pthejc Gottipanies
that isays that the: sands wbuld not

be brought outside the province," j
Roldansaid.- , . :_!

Roldan said that the-compahy's
repfSehtadve niade it dear fet ds.
stipulated in ^ery dredpng projed
with lo^ gpv&imdit tiiiits, A' cdtaiii • '
percien'dage 6f the sdesAf the SUndsiS'''
allottM tb thcfj^Vovindd gov^mditi;
mtimdipalbrdtyko|ve^ '

ects ihvblvc llmajor riversystems in i
the .province ^ i '

In his State ofthe Province Address ;
on Wednesday, JjilySi Oriental Min^ t
dorp Gov Htunerlitp^Pplpridarifiedii
that the sharing of income wc^nW
come from th?iqpany tax that the
companies would pay to the ptovinqal
govenunent - , , ^ .

"Ihe, sharing wpuld be 3Q percent
for the provincial government, 30
percent to the mumdbd or dty gbv-

. the barangay (villages),® Dolor said.,
^  liie governor, however, did not
meriflon ifthe sanife wPiildbebrpUj^t ^
outside the province as daittied by
Bird's Nest and dmd'by Rpldanr- '

The? govtfnbr, also a^sAfed. his
conkfitii Ats^t fflte tivdr testbratibn
project is nbt a.foirm bf mining aiid
that it is a product of a Dejiarhn^t

Tmirasttetive Order of the Delia
of EmHronrn^tto^ i
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Mining firms in Homonhon
toid to pay reaity taxes

theirnronprtiAcanH i ... _..-itheir properties and equipment the manual on real prop

TACLOBAN CiTY-The pro
vincial goveniment of Eastern
Samar is asking payment from
four mining companies on
Homonhon Island off Guiuan
town for unpaid real property
taxes amoundng to P133 m^ion.

Eastern Samat Gov. Ben
Kvardone said four compa
nies—Cambayas Mining Corp.,
Techiron Resources Inc., Emir
Mineral Resources Corp., and
Mt Slrai Mijiins Eitploration
and Development Com—were
£><;en demand letters for the"
tion.1;^ ? ''bUga-™>B to the local govenunentte
'aH would result In the seizure of

Based on the data from the
Eastern Samar provincial gov
ernment, Cambayas Mining
Corp. has a tax liability of P96.57
million from 2012 to 2016; while
Techiron Resources Inc. has a
tax obligation of P22.55 miUion
from 2017 to 2022.

Emir Mineral Resources
Corp. also has yet to pay Pijj.
million in taxes from aotv m
f "■ = Mt Sinai MIntog^loration and DevelopmentCorp. had an unpaid tax obliga
tion of P2.S8 million In 2013

. f^done said these min-
mg firms have been e«ract,-n„chromite on Homonhon r.il j
and should be sublect ,
proper.ytaxatlonu„derS,«fcal Government Code of ,95,^

erty ap
praisal and assessment opera
tions. and Provincial Ordinance
No. 09-09 series of 2009.

Differentobllgadon
The prmdndai government

said that the amount of chromit6
extracted by the four companies
from Homonhon was based on
the ore transport permit (OTP)
Issued to them by the Mines
and Gcosciences Bureau. OTP
Is a document that specifies the
origin and destination as well
as the quantity of unprocessed
mineral ores or minerals needed
for their transport

Cambayas Mining Corp. was
granted mining permits by the
government in 2009: Techiron
Resources Inc. in 2015: and Emir

Mineral Resources Corp. and
Mt Sinai Mining Exploration
and Development Corp. in 2010.

On top of complying vAth
all the mining laws, especially
on environmental and socii
protection, the governor said
the mining firms should also
pay taxes correctly to the local
government

"These taxes on extracted
minerals are different from tax
es on machineries and equip
ment being used by mining
companies. The province is still
in the process of determining
the assessed value of their tax
liabilities on their machineries
and equipment" Evardone cald
In an Interview on Monday.

If these companies won't
comply witii the demand letter.

Evardone said the local govern
ment would be forced to levy or
seize their properties as provid
ed by law.

The Inquirer tried to get the
statement of Emir Mineral Re
sources Corp. but was told that
they won't answer questions
for now. The three other min
ing firms have yet to respond to
Che issue.

Historic significance
The four mining companies

have been operating on Homon
hon Island, a significant historic
land for the Philippines, as it was
where the expedition of Portu
guese explorer Ferdinand Magei-
lan landed on March 16.1521.

The arrival of Magellan
and the Spanish soldiers led

to the Christianization of the
Philippines.

s;
ouen-uit E'^PP'teg with

been speathea^"^^^
to preserve and protect the Is- .
land's remaining biodiversity.

According to Bishop Crispin
Varquez, these mining opera
tions posed immediate and neg
ative effects on the communities
and the natural envtronment

Environmental "groups and
priests earlier appealed to au
thorities to stop the minlns op- ^
erations on Homonhon Island..
The requests, however, fell on
deaf ears, mo
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Hottest
Welcome to a hotter world. I ^ ~

Last month was de- .
dared the hottest June

on record - perhaps the hottest in ^ 1
several thousand years. Accord-
irig to the European Union's Co- Sffi. . ;
pemicus Climate Change Service, :> , '>=<^ / ' •
last June's average temperature
was hotter by a "substantial mar-,
gin" over the previous record set June 2019.

This is not a flulce. The same EU agency tells us
the nine hottest Junes on record all happened over
the past nine years.'
; This is not the peak. The hotter temperatures are
due to climate change attributable to human activ
ity. Climate change continties to worsen since all
the world s efforts have not slowed the emission
of greenhouse gasses. Sooner than we expect, the
world's climate will exceed the threshold scientists
believe will cause chaos in pur ecosystem.

All the climate change conferences held every year
have accomplished nothing to reverse this global
trend.. Despite earlier commitments, the industrial
countries responsible for the bulk of emissions caus-
ing climate change have failed to put together the
$100-billion annual financing assistance to help all
countries reduce their carbon footprint. ^

In a word, there has been much talk and no reso
lute action.

We all seem to be hoping against the evidence that
technology — the shift to renewable energy sources
electric vehicles and the development of carbon cap
turing devices - will save us. But the trends pusliing '
climate change overshadow whatever new technolo
gies can deliver in th6 foreseeable future..
We know what happens,when climate warms

beyond 1.5 degrees centigrade over pre-industrial
levels. The polar ice caps will melt, raising sea levels.
Glaciers will evaporate, threatening our fresh water
sources. Extreme weather events will become even
more severe.

We will hit tire limit in as soon as four years. Ahead
of it, we now see dramatic reductions of the ice caps,
rapid ocean warming, severe flooding and murderous .
droughts/wildfires everywhere.
Any effective global action to reverse - or at least

retard - global warming will be costly. For many de
veloping countries, the cost of reducing our carbon
foo^rint is simply beyond reach. For many industrial
societies, the ones emitting the most greenhouse pas
ses, the cost is politically intolerable.
We all seem to be sitting idly while the calamity '

approaches, paralyzed by our present politics.' It is
easier to wage wars against each other, adding to'
the ecological destruction,.than,war against climate
change. The latter effort requires a change in lifestyler '
no one appears prepared to undertake.
We have seen enough examples from human his- ' '

tbry about how slight weather changes brought down
civilizations. The great Khmer empire that built the
amazing Angkor Wat is believed to have been ended
by the changing course of a river. The great centers of
Mayan civilization in Central America were believed
ended by prolonged drought.

In our time, climate change is a vastly more pro
found threat to the entire human race. It threatens the
viability of the only planet we know we could inlnabit.
There is no Planet B.

Drought
This year, climate change for us will be magnified,

by the El Nifio phenomenon characterized by the
warming of the Pacific Ocean. The threat to us is no
longer theoretical. It is imminent.

■ This week, the watCr level at the vital Angat Dam
hit minimum operating level. As the rains usual this
time of the year have not come, the authorities will
have to make a decision over the next few days over
the reduction of water volumes to be released from the
reservoir. That decision will'mean water rationing for
the NCR and reduced irrigation for the surrounding
agricultural areas.

It is bad enough that even with ample fresh water
supplies, the NCR is already one of the least habitable
urban areas in the world. It will be worse when water

■ is rationed. The full brunt of the El Nino phenomenon
will hit us about January next year. The next few
months will be characterized by mounting misery
for all of us trapped in this island with meager water
impounding infrastructure.

It took us too long to put together the financing
package and work tfoough the opposition to begin
work on the Kaliwa River dam. Now that we need
its supplemental water supply desperately, the dam
remains half-built.

The only lesson could draw from the Kaliwa
River-experience is to begin putting together the
financing for the Kanan River project. We have no
other option.
A few years ago, plans were being drawn to build

water impounding, infra in several areas. No major
accomplishment relating to this has been reported.
This will prove to be a major failure in governance.

Several provinces have now; been identified as
critical for lack of rainfall. That will have tremendous
implications for our food supply. Many farms are now
experiencing drought conditions.

Even our fishermen are feeling the impact of
warming. We could experience declining fish supplies
because the seas around us are becoming incapable
of supporting marine life.
Add to all these the impact of ocean pollution, for

which tire Plulippines is a major culprit. Our rivers are
dead and oUr seas are. dying while we debate about
the appropriate slogan for our tourism campaign.

Since we are so fond of naming "czars" to lead
this or that effort, it should be about time to name a
"warming czar" to oversee efforts to deal with the
dry conditions forthcoming over the next months.
This overlord will be charged with managing the
distribution of what remains in our reservoirs and
lead in building new water impoundment facilities.
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Action needed now to

This pa$t the world with some unusually
alarming new$ ahout the state of the .climate . Forecasters

on recdid, datiiiig.b'^(^..to the mid-19th century; Then on three
conseoitiye days, Monday^ July 3, through Wednesday, July 5, rie-
cbrd highs for die jgLph^ avcxage daily temperature were broken.

lUesday was sli^dy w^ei; and Wednesday was w;^er still.
Then on Thursday, the Philippine Atmosphetic, Geo-

Here in the Philippines^ we have not yet this year experienced"
a heat wave according to the meteorological definition, although
most l^ple would probably agree that the Weather of late has
been .uni^airably hot. We are also not yet e^eriencing drought
conditions, althou^ Aat seelhs imminent. Pagasa's January fore
cast may^in ^ict be too pptirnistic, as several of the r«OToirs that

„ supply dni^g and irrigjation wata to Metro Manila and Central
li^n afe aheady ve^ n^ to theif minimurn^

. To its a^ti .thje gpv^ment has for the past several months
: a^knpwl^ged the onset of the El Nino, and directed concerned

I  agenides md local goyemment units to.prepare steps to address
its andqpated e^em, niaitily the^likelihood of Water idiortageslni

warned that a large part pf the country, including Metro Ma-'
nila and two dozen other jprOvinces, will experience drought
conditions be^hnihg in Jp^ 2024 due to the El Nino
climate phenomenon. thf il Nlilo, which has already begun, '
is the cyciical jWanniing oiwat in the Eastern Pacific, which ^
generally rcsiiits ill firik wither here in the Philippines for a '
period that ifiay faiiige fioffi .S^eral monfiis to a year or more.

El Niflo has been blatae'd fet ia^pavatihg the current hot
house (^ndifionshrouh^ ^e world, but the fUndarnental
cause is thie rapidly Warning iidimate due to greenhouse gas:
emissions, yyhich dri«fn average global temperatures
up" by 1.2 diej^ee'^ CeTO the start of &e industrial
Revolution iti the mi# El .Nino is a natural
4^ie' that :taUsd#si^^ changes around the
world everyif^ ytear8,. buj its; effects are being ampiified by
tile COhseduences of hutoa fact, sotnie sciehtiSts
have suggested #at hUpah4ttd'Uced global warniing is actu
ally. making the fil NihO' worse. So this year, and with thej
certainty that the worst is yet to come, China, India; and large '
partsjhf North America and Africa have already experienced
severe/ pr&iongdd heat Waves^ xesulting in Water shortages,
considerable damage to agriculture and hundreds of deaths'

Put Sihiply, the perspective needs to change from regarding
the expec^d El Nino effects as a potential calamity at some
point 111 the fiitiire, to regarding the current state of the cli-
ihate as ̂ calamity that is already underway. After all, we do
hot waitto evacuate people in file path of a destructive ty-

: phopn until it has. already made landfall in, their community;
' neither should we WMt;for the probable drought and heat
! wave to occur before reacting to them. Instead of planning for
water conservation'tneasures to be implemented if or when
shortages make them pecessary, for exaniple, the measures
should be pUt in place immediately. In tha,t way, they could
be le8|| ,^astic and diswpfive, Likewise,^ m^ should be
impleidbhted to help prbm^^^ agMnat the heat, pat-
ticulariyiii poorer are^ where air-conditioning, houses with
proper vehtilafion, or even electric fans are often luxuries.

1  Finally, the government should encourage and support the
development ofinrtovative solutions to these problems, many

. of Whidigre eteated by small startups or adapted from ideas
i  in Otber countries. Indian entrepreneurs, for example, have
j  invented ̂ jeyefal loWrCOst systems to provide passive cooling
I to dwellings in congested slum areas.
!  lneonycnlenceand.discpmfortfromtheElNiftoandextrem
dimate Effects this yem me inevitable. But with a bit of foresight,
these can be kept from becoming an unmanageable disaster.
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The role of itiedi^
BY LUDWIG FEDERIGAN

FEW days ago, The Manila Tunesran a headline
^ on "40 areas at risk from alarming climate

risis." Seldom do we see major broadsheets
banner a climate-related story as its headline.

A number of occasions in the
past, when there were signifi
cant climate-related "happen
ings," people would normally ask:
"Where is the media?"

Unknown to many, at the global
level, aCTOSS the full year of 2022,
media attention on climate change
increased by 38 percent from 2020
among the sources tracked by Me-
dPa and Climate Change Observa
tory. Since 2004, the 2022 coverage
was up from all other years besides
2021, making 2022 the year with
the second-highest amount of cov
erage of climate change or global

. warming overall.
Media and Climate Change

Observatory, a multi-university
collaboration led by the University
of Colorado in Boulder, monitors
130 sources across newspapers,
radio and television in 59 coun
tries in seven different regions
around the world, including the
Philippines.

The role of media in
climate change

The media plays a critical role in
shaping public perceptions and
attitudes toward climate change.
It can help raise awareness about
the issue, educate the public and

promote actions to address climate
change.

The media can address climate
change by reporting on climate-
related issues and events, such as
extreme weather events, climate
policy developments and scien
tific research on climate change.
This can help to increase public
understanding of the issue and
encourage public engagement.

The media can promote climate-
fnendly behaviors and policies by
highlighting examples of success
ful climate action, such as renew
able energy projects, sustainable
agriculture and eco-friendly prod
ucts. It can inspire individuals and
businesses to adopt more sustain
able practices.

The media can help to hold
governments and corporations ac
countable for their climate-related
aaions. By investigating and re
porting instances of environmen
tal degradation, climate denialism
and greenwashing, the media can
help expose the negative impact
of unsustainable practices and
promote responsible behavior. It
has the power to ignite a spark,
awaken minds and inspire action.

By engaging the media in cli
mate education, we can harness its
immense potential to shape public

A ff 6 U >

opinion, raise awareness and drive ^
meaningful change toward a sus
tainable future.

However, the role of media in
climate actipn is not just about
reporting the news; it's about using
its influence to amplify the ur
gency of the climate crisis. Through
compelling stoiytelling, accurate
reporting and highlighting the
voices of exp,^ and commiini-
ti^ affected byMimate change, it.
can galvani^ public supportTor
climate action.

Radio and TV brands remain
the most popular media overall ^
in the Philippines, according to .
the Digital News Report 2023
published by the Reuters Institute
for the Study of Journalism of the
University of Oxford.

Social media for
climate action

Just like the traditional media,
social media plays a significant
role in both climate education and
climate action.

In the Philippines, according
to the Digital News Report 2023,
the top social ihedia and messag
ing platforms are Facebook {84
percent),.. YohThbe (80 percent),
Facebook Messeriger(68 percent),
iMok (42 percent), Instegram (38^'^
percent) and TWitter (27 percent). .

Social media platforms provide
a powerful medium to raise aware
ness about climate change and
educate a large audience. Users can
share articles, videos, infograph-
ics and other content related to

iV; L.

climate science, sustainability
practices and environmental is
sues. This helps disseminate infor-

■ mation quickly and reach people
who may not have been exposed
to such topics otherwise

Social media platforms have
become effective tools for mobiliz
ing individu^s and communities
around dimate adioni. Hashtags,
Gunpaigrfs ̂ d online movemeiits
can be created to rally, support,
promote sustainable behaviors
Md encourage people to take ac
tion. Sodal media allows users to
coimect with like-minded individ
uals, join groups and partidpate
in discussions, fostering a sense of
community and collective action.

Sodal media provides a plat
form for marginalized voices
and grassroots environmental
organizations to be heard. People
from different backgrounds and
regions can share their experiences,
stories and concerns about dimate
change, bringing attention to the
diverse impacts it has on com
munities worldwide. This helps
elevate the importance of indusive
and equitable dimate solutions.

Sodal media platforms allow for
the rapid dissemination of real
time updates on dimate-related
events, such as extreme weather
events, eiivironmental emergen-
des or policy changes. This helps
keep ppple informed and encour
ages thern to respond and support
relief efforts.

Social media enables individu
als and organizations to engage
in advocacy efforts and influence

policymakers. Platforms like Twit
ter and Facebook provide a direct
line of communication between
dtizens, activists and government
offidals. Hashtag campaigns, peti
tions and online activism can raise
awareness, shape public opinion
and pressure policymakers to take
meaningful action on climate
change.

Social media facilitates the
sharing of ideas and encourages
innovation. Platforms like You-
Tube and Instagram allow content
CTeators to showcase sustainable
practices, do-it-yourself projects
and innovative solutions to cli
mate challenges. Crowdsourcing
initiatives can leverage social
media to gather ideas, solutions
and funding for climate-related
projects.

Social media influences indi
vidual behavior by showcasing
sustainable lifestyles, eco-friendly
products and responsible con
sumption prartices. Influencers,
environmental organizations
and brands leverage social media
to promote sustainable choices,
inspiring people to adopt greeiier
habits in their daily lives.

Vigilance and
accountability

Admittedly, while social media
has many positive aspects, it also
has limitations. Misinformation,
echo chambers and short attention
spans can hinder effertive climate
communication Therefore, it is
crucial to criticallv evaluate infor

mation, promote reliable sources,
and encourage meaningful engage
ment and dialogue to maximize
the positive impaa of social media
in dimate education and action.

It is clearly significant that
strong partnerships between sd-
entists, activists, policymakers
and media professionals must
be forged to ensure accurate and
accessible climate education. By
working together, we can harness
the power of the media to educate,
inspire and mobilize individuals
and communities toward sustain
able practices and q collective com
mitment to tackle dimate change.

Engaging both mainstream and
social media for climate educa
tion and climate action is not
just an option; it is an imperative
It is our responsibility to equip
the public with the knowledge
and understanding nedessary to
make informed decisions and
take meaningful action to protect
our planet. Together, let us har
ness these potentials as a force for
change and pave the way toward
a sustainable and resilient future

Ludwig O. Federigan is the execu
tive direaorofthe Young Environ
mental Forum and a non-resident
fellow ofStratbase ADH-Insdtute.
He completed his climate change
and development course at the
University of East Anglia (United
Kingdom) and an exeajtive pro
gram on sustainabilit}' leadership
at Yale Universitv (USA) You car
email him at ludwig.federigan
gmail com
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Pip»toirtBtfeH»paTicn>^W>tortRcoo>^^

PRIMEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE CORP..
Applicant

X— . ' ^-x

Case No. 23-3646

NOTICE OP HEARING

this la- an application for Certificata of Public Convenience to operate and maintain a
waterworks sji^ern within Cerritbs Residences, Subdivision, Barangay Merc^de^ Avenue, San
Miguel, Paslg City, Metro Manila; With ttie folloydhg^'proposed rates:;|

PROPOSEd TARIFF
I

Residential and Institutional r ^
PfDoStas MmSfmbi) 6-10 m3 11-80fn9 21-30 fits 31-40 Pi3- Over40m3

yr ~P 439.50 saeo^ 87;80 101^40 n  105.00^^ ^ 108.60
.  VP . .^P 703.00 : 142.10 ; 156A0: : 162J2a 188.00 : 173.70 .

r P 1^405.50 284.10. 312.90 324A0 :  336.00 347.50

Residential and Oomihercial ■  ' ■

PtoeSbBo' . osm tam .  8-10 mS 1140 mS 21-30 rnS 1 31-40 inS' . OVer40m3
yr P439.50. 88.80 87.80- .ioi;4a . T05.00 17 ■  108.60,

P703.00 : 142.10 .  156.40 .16240 >: '168.00 173.70
„ .P T.4a8.50:. 284.10^ 312i90 ' -  -324.40 r 338.00 : 347:50

commercial and fr^ustrial
,

PloeBtao b-ISiiiSfmlnJ 16-30 ms ^ SI-OOO mS 1 S01-1080rnfi3 '  OverdOOOmS
yr P 2.728.50 200.50 217.30 243.40 243.40
yr P 4.366.50 . 320.80 .347.80 1 38640 389.50

■  .1" .P8.733.00 641.70 i686.50 . 778.80 . 778.80r ,  _

This applicaUon will bb initially hea|tJ by the Board on 24,July ^023. The hearing will staN
at 9:00 o'clock In the morning pithe NWRB-WUC Cdhference Robrh, 8th Floorv NIA Building,
EDSA Qw^on City, at WhIOh tinnie applicairt shall present Its bVldenbe.

At teastlHteen (15) daj^ prior fo the!aclieduied hedringi ar^icanit shaU i)ubti8httti8
In a npwspap^ of generalid^liBitk^ In Metro Manila and senm b^perscral delivery or registef^'rhail
a copy of tbe (i) application and He attachments, and 01) this notioe, to ail aftooted^parties appearing ,
on page 2 hemcif. ' , i - •

Parties OPPQsad to the granpng of the applloatlpn rhust file their Wrifisn opp^ltloh supported
by documentary eyldencp on or before the above scheduled date of heaHrig. fumlshlpg e copy
pfthesametothaappjicanf. . . .

failure on the part of any person affected to fie Its oppos|fion ciptlmeahd'tb dppeaflat tbe
hearing will be conshued as a waiter of their righl'tb be heard. Thai ppard willproc^d to hear
and decide the apfll^tiiih ibased on the evidence'aubhtltted.

Likewlsei fallure<by tpe app1icar\t to appear a.t'tKe NaHnli shall ahtourit to Ippk of interest
ori Its pari and the. instarit (i^pllcdtion shall be disihissed aPobi^ingi^^

Witness the Hprioratfie Exe^tlVe brractor of the Natib.hanWat^1te8pujtea^doard'thl8 14^
day of June 2023. , i ' ' ' i -

. By-AMtjTorityjof the Board:

D/. 8EVILL0 DC mfID, Jr./ GE80 111

Affected Parties:

The 8a<^tary ;
Sangguniang Pantungsod
Pa^gClty,Met|pMflnib
The Barangay .Chalrinan
fiarangay Mercedpa Ayp.. Ban Migual
Paslg'GiW.M^ManHa (

the HPfTWe^erS PipsSl^t
.iBanMISuel

Paalg City. Mstro M^ita
TheAdnpifistrBtor
...«M -,^ .- 5 BowSrade SlfStWn
MW88 pompound; Katlpuhah Road
Batera,'auMpn'Glhf Mt-iuly8,2(S3

n his
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Deptitmcmct^&wbciwwrt

primewAter infrastructure corp.,
'  ■ ' Applicant

X  : i—X
'Case No. 23-3636

NOmCE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and maintain 'a
waterworks system within Abraza Subdivision, Barangay Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City, Metro Mahite.
with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF

.'Residential and institutional.

'Pipe Size O-SmSfmlnV 6-10 inS .11-20 m3 21-30 ih3 '  31-40 m3 Ovar40in3..

i. )4" P 386.00 77.20 - .. 7620 60.40 82.70 .66i10 •

P 617.50 123.50 . 125.10 126.60 132.30 136:10
P 1.235.60 247.00 ..  25020 25720 264.50 27220

Residential and Commerciai

PineSiza 0-5 m3 (mIn) j '6-10 m3 11-20 m3 21^ m3 31-40in3 Over 40m3' '1
.%■ P 388.00 i 77.20 7620 60.40 . 82.70 65.10

' ' ^617.50 .) i23.eo 125.10 128.60 f  ; 132.30 136.10 I
r P 1.235.50 247.00 250.20 25720 264.50 272.20

Commercial and industrial)
PloeSIze 0-1S m3 (mln.1 16-30 rnS 31-600 fn3 501-1000 m3 (  Over 1000 in3^

P2.326.50 ! 159.40 170.30 183.30 I  183.30
y/ P 3.723.00 255.00 272.40 293.30 293.30
r P7.448.00^ . 510.00 644.60 :  566.60 566.60

this application vyill tra initially heard by the Board On 24 July 2023. The hearing Will stdrt
pt 0:00 o^clpck |n .the inomlng at the NWr&>WUD Confererrce Room, 8th Flo6if.'NIA Baj)di4,;
EbSA. Quezon City, at which tirpe appilcarit shall present its evidence. '

in a newspaper of general drcutatipn In Metro Manila and serve I.. . ^
a copy of the (i) apptlcation and attachments. iand.(ii) this noticia, to alt affBcted' partly appearfjig
pnjrageZherepf. '

Pdrties opposed to the granting of the application must file their wri^Oti opposltlpnauppoitM^.
by^documentary evidetice on oribeforO the appve scheduled date of hearing^ furnishing a co|yi
of dre'sameto the applicant >

Failure on the part bf any irarson affected to file Its opposition on time arid to ai^ar .at the
hearing yditbe construed as a ^iverOf their right to be heard. Thd Bbard v^ll proceed to hear
anddecidetheappiioation based on the evidencesubmtttisd. T

tlke^ee. iailpre by the applicant to apfi^ar at vthe hearlr^g shdil ampdnt fo' of irttef&t
OA Its^part ehditthelnstahf appli^pn ehan^^

Witness the Honorable ^ecutive Director of the National Water Resources Board this Ifo
day of June 2023.

By Authority of the Board:

On SEVILLQ DC mnb, Jhi CEfO m
'E)^cutive>Directbr

Affoffed PartteK

eahggimiang Paniuhgsod
ipasig/City. Metro Manila

the Barangay CHalritiah
Barahpay'Pip^buKatan-
paslg Ci^. Metro. Man'pa

The Hotneownera Assri President
^fiaza BubdiVisIdn
.larangay^nagpuHatan .
Pasig Ci^, Metros Manila -

theAdmlnlatiflbr ■
Mhtioi»iltan ^ate^^ Se^eregd System
MVysS COjnpour^, KjBjipunan Road .
Balpra. Qjuie^n city MT^jutyeaon

JUL 08 itd23
DATE
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Oe«artinMalEmitonmeflt«ndNatt^^ .
NATIONAL WATER RETOUR^ES BOARD

PRIMEWATBR MFIUSTRUCTURE^^^^
AppHcwL

X  ' X

Case No. 23-3635

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and maintain a
waterworks system within Cameiia Eiiisande Subdivision. Barangay Caizada, Taguig City, Metro
Manila, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF

Residential and Institutionai

Pipe Shea WmSlmlnV
P 241

21-301n3 Over40iri3
.00 49.20 .99.30

158.90 161.80 :
P 771.00

Residential 8nd Commercial

PteeStee 0-8tn3lntfni 6-10 no
49.20

P 385.50
r P 771.00 157.30 323.60

Commercial and Industrial'

PfoeBlxe. 0-15 m3 (mlh.1' 1640 mS 31400103 801-1000 in3 r ; OverilMO mS. .
'  ysr . P1.932.00 18640 205.90 24940 -  24940

%' P 3.091.50 314.00 329.40 398.70 398.70

1" Pfti83eo 628.10 . 658.80 _ . 797.30 a  : 79740 ;

. . This np^lcation^Wiil be Inltiaity heardjby thd^Eldffd dd ^4 July;2d23.,tH|^peiaflrig\W|rt'^^^^^^
at 9:00 o'clock mofning at the Nyv^WUDiqohferen^ l^qomi ath iFlpor^ NIA Buliding,EDSA, Quezon Cli^/aT^jchitirtie applicant shall i^reseht its dviderice. ■

in a newspaper of gen^ cbtuiaticn in Itotro illlanlla and serve by persbnai delivery or registered mail
a copy of the (i) application end \!to attar^ente, and (ii) .this nottra^ to ell affected parties appSaringi.onpage.2he|i^f. . ^

Parties opposed to the granting of the application rhusi file their Written oppositloh support^;^
by docuhientary evidence bh or Ibefofe the above scheduled 0ate of hearing, furTtlShiiig e ;bPpy
of the same to Ota applicant * ' ■ , ; -
I  ' ' ■ ■ ' . f .' ^ - '■

Fafruta oil the part of any person affscted tp fileT& opposition Oh time ajhd to appear at the
hearing will construed as a waiver of ttielr right to be heard. The Board wiii?proceed1p hear
and decide the appiicatlOh' based on the evidence sobitiitted.

Likewise, failurb by ̂ theapbllraht to appear at the hearirtg shdjl arnount to laOk bjr fnterestpn ite'part and ithe (ri8^htir^l^tipn|Shal||e d^ . . .
Witness the Honorable ExecuUve Director of the National Water Resources Board this ii"'

dayof June 2023: , " ' . ^
iorit]|[ dfthe BOafd:

Affected PSri/o&'

Ti^aectata^
vOattBoiinlang.Panlurtgsod i '
IbbufS City, Metro Manila

The Barangay Chalrmah
Barang^.C^t^a .
fagulg Cldr. MahOa

The HomapwnbraAsait: Prasidgnt

dr. $^i,Lp Dtmiid. JT-rCEsom^cutl^e Director

Barangay4#pda ,
Taguid'Clty, Metro Mahllat

Metrb^lnSn Vyateiworks A ̂ werage Systeih
MVySS'Cptnpourd, Katifw
Baiara, Quezqh pjty

■  . ' • )

MT-July Si 2023
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' RbdtkbOcorthePtiOiotoes>  Depairtnwwl ct Enivtiono>qtf Srf
IMTIONAt WMTER^dURCES BOARD

e» Rkt tOA ED3\ Otem QMiea OIk PtasiitaM two ■•;:r

PBIMEWATER INFIVVSTRU
\  ̂ .Appilcant

.X-- - - . ■ ■ ^ ^ —X

;  ̂OTl!CEOPH^IN6

Qas.eJbLo..23-3^:

Applicant, an authPrizad operator of the .wateiworfcs System within Gtenvlle
Sut^iyisjon, Barangay Tuktukan, Taguig City, Metro Maniia, applies for tHs
jreneWal of Certificate of Public Convenience. • ' ■ . *•  , , . ^ . . - . . ^ _

^ Notice is hereby givefi that this application will be Initially heard by tte
Board on 24 July 2023, hearing vufill start at 9:00 o' clock in the moniing |t

.the NWRB-WUp Conference Room, 8th Floor, Nlf Building, Ep§A; Qu^<r|-
City at which time appljcanf '^hall present its evidert^ce.

.  'Atledsififteeh (15) days prioftd the scheduled hearing, dppllc^ts
'|)ubns^ this notice oncSe in a n'dwspapbr ofgenefal ciiculatiph In
and send by personal delivery or regl^ered mall a cop>f of (I) the appllcetir^;
end Its attachmerrts, and (il) this notice, to all affected parties appesrfing dn,
'page 2 hereof. . I '

<  ̂ Parties opposed fo the granting of the application must file their wrltt^.
date of hearihgffurnish^ a jcppy of the sam&td t^^ appllceht |

Failure on the part of any affected party to file' Its dpposltioh on time ar^
to appear at the hearing will be construed'as a waiver of their right to be head
and the BOard will proceed fo hear and decide the application based oil tii
evidence submitted. i

Likewise, failumiby the applicanttQappeefatttiehearlngsf^^
of interest on Its part and the Instant applicatlpn shalt be dismissed accomingl^

■  , . ■ ■ • • _ . ■ , ' .(
Witness the Honomble Executive DlrePtPfof the National Water Rei^Ufce!

Board this 14*** day.of dune; :j02di f , - . k

■ ^ ByAuthprlty of the Board:

Dr. SEVILLO P^^VID, Jr., CESO ill
Executive Olrecfpf

Affected ParUes:

TheSe^etary V
SangguTtifng Panluiiptfd ^ -
tiEguig Gity, MetVQ

tha ^lahgay Cha!rrni|iT -
Barangay Tuktukan
tag#P%! Mi^trU

The Hdmeowneira Asan. Plasidaht
QrehynieSubdlv&lon
Barangay Tuldukah
lagufg City, Metrb Manila , ,

the Adntinistrator ;
Metropolitan Wate^orke $ Sewgirage Systom
IMVVSS Cdnfigpundi;""^^ ^ '
Baiara', Que^n Clj^

MT-duly 8.2023!'


