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Occ Mindoro's Apo Reef Park bags int'l award for marine
wildlife conservation

Published July 7, 2022, 10:21 AM
by Jel Santos

An international council of marine conservation experts awarded the Apo Reef Natural Park
(ARNP) in Occidental Mindoro the prestigious Blue Park Award for exceptional marine wildlife
conservation.

The award was given at the United Nations Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal, according to
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. It was received by ARNP Protected Area
Superintendent Krystal Villanada and Philippine Ambassador to Portugal Celia Anna Feria.

(Photo courtesy of the DENR)

In a statement, the DENR said the international council of marine conservation experts which
recognized the ARNP was assembled by the United States-based non-government organization
Marine Conservation Institute.

DENR OIC Secretary Ernesto D. Adobo Jr., said the award serves as an inspiration for the national
government to further fortify its initiatives to conserve and protect marine protected areas in the
country.

“Such recognition bestowed upon the Apo Reef Natural Park is a testament “of the hard work of
our people at the Protected Area Management Office and all the stakeholders who have been with
us in protecting and conserving this marine protected area,” said Adobo.
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Occ Mindoro's Apo Reef Park bags int'l award for marine
wildlife conservation

(Photo courtesy of the DENR)

“This award is an impetus not only for our hardworking men and women in the field but also to
the national government to boost the conservation efforts in our marine protected areas through
our policies, programs, and collaboration with various stakeholders,” he added.

Aside from ARNP, also awarded were Indonesia’s Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area
and Colombia’s Old Providence McBean Lagoon National Park.

The DENR said that the ARNP is the second platinum-level, the highest possible recognition, Blue
Park Award recipient in the Philippines next to Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, which was
recognized in 2017.

The Blue Park Award recognizes outstanding efforts by national governments, non-profit
organizations, marine protected area managers, and local communities in the effective protection
of marine ecosystems.

Following this international recognition of the ARNP, Villanda said they are looking forward to
expanding our networks and collaborations with different organizations to ensure a sustainable
ocean for the future generation.

Source; https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/07/occ-mindoros-apo-reef-park-bags-intl-award-for-marine-
wildlife-conservation/
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PH Wins Platinum-Level Blue Park Award for Apo Reef
Natural Park

Thursday, July 7, 2022 Journal Online

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Protected Area Superintendent for Apo Reef
Natural Park (ARNP) Krystal Dayne Villanada (right, standing) and Philippine Ambassador to
Portugal Celia Anna Feria (middle, standing) receive the platinum-level Blue Park Award for the
country’s effective conservation of the ARNP, a marine protected area (MPA) in the town of
Sablayan, province of Occidental Mindoro during the 2022 United Nations Ocean Conference in
Lisbon, Portugal on July 1. ARNP is one of the three MPAs granted the award along with Raja
Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area in Indonesia and Old Providence McBean Lagoon
National Park in Colombia. The Blue Park Award is conferred by the Marine Conservation
Institute to national governments, non-profit organizations, marine protected area managers, and
local communities in recognition of their outstanding efforts in protecting marine ecosystems.
Also in photo are Blue Parks Science Council member Dr. Barbara Horta e Costa (extreme left),
and Ecuador Vice Minister of Environment Bianca Dager and Ecuador Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ambassador Luis Vayas (seated, left to right, respectively).

Source: https://journal.com.ph/ph-wins-platinum-level-blue-park-award-for-apo-reef-natural-
park/
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Apo Reef Natural Park bags Blue Park Award

July 7, 20222 min read
By Rjhay E. Laurea

MANILA — Occidental Mindoro’s Apo Reef Natural Park (ARNP) recently bagged the
internationally prestigious Blue Park Award for exceptional marine wildlife conservation at the
United Nations Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal.

With this development, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
commended the management of ARNP for receiving such an international conservation award.



https://maharlika.tv/2022/07/07/apo-reef-natural-park-bags-blue-park-award/
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Apo Reef Natural Park bags Blue Park Award

The ARNP, along with Indonesia’s Raja Ampat Islands Marine Conservation Area and Colombia’s
Old Providence McBean Lagoon National Park, was selected by an international council of marine
conservation experts, which was assembled by the United States-based non-government
organization Marine Conservation Institute.

“We are very happy for this recognition bestowed on the Apo Reef Natural Park which is a
testament to the hard work of our people at the Protected Area Management Office and all the
stakeholders who have been with us in protecting and conserving this marine protected area,”
DENR OIC Secretary Ernesto D. Adobo Jr. said.

He pointed out that the award will serve as an inspiration for the national government to
strengthen its initiatives to conserve and protect marine protected areas in the country.

“This award is an impetus not only for our hardworking men and women in the field but also to
the national government to boost the conservation efforts in our marine protected areas through
our policies, programs, and collaboration with various stakeholders,” Adobo said.

ARNP Protected Area Superintendent Krystal Villanada and Philippine Ambassador to Portugal
Celia Anna Feria received the award on July 1.

“As ARNP is now being acknowledged globally, we are looking forward to expanding our networks
and collaborations with different organizations to ensure a sustainable ocean for the future
generation,” Villanada said.

The Blue Park Award recognizes outstanding efforts by the national government, non-profit
organizations, marine protected area managers, and local communities in the effective protection
of marine ecosystems.

ARNP is the second platinum-level, the highest possible recognition, Blue Park Award recipient in
the Philippines next to Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, which was recognized in 2017.

It joins a growing network of 24 awarded Blue Parks around the globe that have met the highest
science-based standards for conservation effectiveness. (ai/mtvn)

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/100064206931542/posts/pfbidOFIHFcfmpKmMWQSXavALwSam
VC4YybNNKSPS7sQZSaYGzrszml1DiBLDxBvBfYm4|Cfl/?app=fbl
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After Tubbataha, Apo Reef Park gets platinum-level Blue
Park Award

Rowegie Abanto, ABS-CBN News
Posted at Jul 07 2022 03:42 PM

MANILA — The Apo Reef Natural Park in Occidental Mindoro has received the platinum-level
Blue Park Award from the Marine Conservation International at this year's United Nations Ocean
Conference in Lisbon, Portugal, joining Palawan's Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park which was
recognized in 2017 for the similar recognition.

The award was received by Protected Area Superintendent Krystal Villanada and Philippine
Ambassador to Portugal Celia Anna Feria last week, July 1.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said the Apo Reef Natural Park
now joins "a growing network of 24 awarded Blue Parks around the globe that have met the
highest science-based standards for conservation effectiveness."

“We are very happy for this recognition bestowed on the Apo Reef Natural Park which is a
testament of the hard work of our people at the Protected Area Management Office and all the
stakeholders who have been with us in protecting and conserving this marine protected area,”
DENR OIC Secretary Ernesto D. Adobo Jr. said in a statement.

"This award is an impetus not only for our hardworking men and women in the field but also to
the national government to boost the conservation efforts in our marine protected areas through
our policies, programs, and collaboration with various stakeholders," Adobo also said.

Now that the Apo Reef Natural Park is being acknowledged globally, Villanada said that they are
looking forward to expanding their networks and collaborations with different organizations to
ensure "a sustainable ocean for the future generation."

The Blue Park Award recognizes outstanding marine protected areas in the world, according to
the Marine Conservation Institute.

The award, the institute said, provides funding leverage and ecotourism opportunities and "aligns
governments' interests with biodiversity conservation."

"Blue Park status also provides a benchmark that both private and governmental funders can use
to measure the impacts of their investments,"” it added.

The Apo Reef Natural Park protects 3 small islands and its surrounding 34-square-kilometer coral
atoll, the second-largest contiguous coral reef in the world after the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia.

The 275-square-kilometer reef park also serves as a sanctuary for several endangered or critically
endangered species, including overfished species.

The park is being managed by the DENR, Protected Area Management Office (PAMO), Protected
Area Management Board (PAMB), Local Government Unit of Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro.

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/07/22/after-tubbataha-apo-reef-park-gets-platinum-
level-blue-park-
award?fbclid=IwAR3iGDIFMC3nBOmk5IFEgaf3z6myxJ3Sba81P50zccgcOQIilIWEKdZc3CE
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Engineered Sanitary Lanfill for Marawi Rehab

Thursday, July 7, 2022 Journal Online

Officials of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (inset) unveil the marker
of the 31.7-hectare Category IV Engineered Sanitary Landfill (SLF) located between Brgy.
Malimono, Marawi City and Brgy. Kasanayan, Municipality of Kapai in the province of Lanao del
Sur to formally turn over the SLF to the local government of Lanao del Sur on June 28, 2022. The
facility is the DENR'’s contribution to the Comprehensive Marawi Recovery, Reconstruction, and
Rehabilitation Program. DENR Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs Michelle Angelica Go, head of
the DENR Sub-Committee on Task Force Bangon Marawi with Assistant Secretary for Field
Operations Western Mindanao Arleigh J. Adorable, Assistant Secretary for Human Resources,
Strategic Communication and Sectoral Initiatives Hiro V. Masuda, Environmental Management
Bureau Region 10 Director Reynaldo Digamo, Marawi City Mayor Majul Gandamra, and Lanao del
Sur Provincial Government Mamintal Adiong Jr. were present in the ceremony.

Source; https://journal.com.ph/engineered-sanitary-lanfill-for-marawi-rehab/
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Tugbo Natural Biotic Area now a PA under NIPAS - Villar

July 7, 2022
By Ernie Reyes

MANILA — The Tugbo Natural Biotic Area (TNBA), found in Masbate City and Municipality of
Mobo in Masbate Province, is now among the country’s Protected Areas (PAs) under Republic Act
(RA) 11806, which became law on 2 June 2022, said Senator Cynthia A. Villar.

RA 11806 declares that the said protected area will be managed within the National Integrated
Protected Area System (NIPAS) and thus, should be allocated with funds consistent with its
protection.

Villar, the chairperson of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Climate Change, along
with Rep. Elisa “Olga” Kho (Masbate, 2nd District) in the Lower House, authored and pushed for
the declaration of the 255-hectare TNBA as a PA.

Villar noted that it is a primary water source and home to various endemic flora and fauna,
including vulnerable wild bird species.

The law states that TBNA is acknowledged as a protected area “in recognition of the richness of its
biological resources, both flora, and fauna, that are native and distinct to the Tugbo Watershed
Forest Reserve as well as their aesthetic and ecological importance.”

For this reason, the law mandates for the conservation, protection, rehabilitation, and effective
administration of the TBNA, which could be made possible through cooperation among national
government, concerned local government units, non-government agencies, private entities, and
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Tugbo Natural Biotic Area now a PA under NIPAS - Villar

local communities. The law further read that “the enjoyment of the area must be consistent with
the principles of biological diversity and sustainable development”.

The inclusion of TNBA as a protected area has brought to 113 the legislated protected areas in the
country. However, Villar pointed out that there is more work to be done as “there are still
numerous sites in the country that has yet to be given protected status by legislative action to
ensure their conservation.”

Villar also pushed for the passage of RA No. 11038 or the Expanded NIPAS Act of 2018, which
strengthened the legal framework for the establishment, management and maintenance of all
designated PAs in the country or those that are identified to be ecologically rich and biologically
important public lands.

The Expanded NIPAS Act is a landmark law because it facilitated the legislation of ninety-four
(94) more protected areas or PAs, in addition to the 13 PAs individually legislated under the
operation of the original NIPAS law. (ai/mtvn)

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/100064206931542/posts/pfbidONMJuwGzdtmbhQvzC9YMIiRv3
aVuf7pYCdLhFt28m4NAVTYsced7kGXKE3gxkZavNWI/?app=fbl
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SAMAR ISLAND GUSTONG MAPASAMA SA WORLD
HERITAGE LIST NG UNESCO

OPI

REMATE
ANGINYONG

LINGKOD

NI DR. HILDA C. ONG
@wm.nu.mm OFA(EWO’I.(OUA'MHHIHLDH) ounmn.vu

July 7, 2022 @ 11:39 AM 18 hours ago

NAKAPLANO na ang iba't ibang aktibidades at programa kaugnay sa kampanya ng Samar Island
Natural Park na mapabilang sa prestihiyosong listahan ng “World Heritage Sites” ng UNESCO o
ng United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Ayon sa Samar Provincial Environment and Natural Resources, taong 2021 pa nagsimula ang
paghahanda para mapasama sa listahan ang Samar Island.

Kabilang sa ginagawang proyekto ay ang paglalagay ng concrete monuments sa tatlong daang
sulok ng island para magsilbing landmark ng protektadong lugar.

Naglagay rin ng “buffer zones” ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources para sa
biodiversity conservation.

Taong 2018 ng ipanukala ni Samar governor Sharee Ann Tan na i-nomina ang Samar Island sa
UNESCO list. Sinuportahan ito ng mga gobernador ng Eastern Samar at Northern Samar.
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SAMAR ISLAND GUSTONG MAPASAMA SA WORLD
HERITAGE LIST NG UNESCO

Ang Samar Island ay nadeklarang protected area alinsunod sa Presidential Proclamation No. 442
ni dating Pangulo at ngayon ay Pampanga representative Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. Taglay nito
ang makapal pang old-growth forest sa bansa at siyang “largest terrestrial protected area” sa sukat
na 333,300 hectares na saklaw ang tatlong lalawigan ng Samar, Eastern Samar at Northern Samar.

Makikita sa loob ng Samar Island ang kilalang Sohoton Cave and Natural Bridge national park,
ang Calbiga Cave na siyang pinakamalaking kuweba sa bansa at pangalawa sa buong Asian
continent; at ang Ulot river na may habang 100 kilometers.

Sentro din ito ng plant and animal diversity and endemism. Mayroon ditong 33 species of
mammals, 215 species of birds kabilang ang Philippine Eagle, 51 species of reptiles, 26 species of
amphibians, at higit 1,000 species of plants.

Bahagi rin ng inisyatibo ang pagkuha sa University of Santo Tomas Graduate School — Center for
Conservation of Cultural Property and Environment in the Tropics para magsagawa ng capacity-
building at seminar-workshop para sa technical working groups na binuo ng bawat lalawigan na
naayon sa modules on outstanding universal value; authenticity and integrity; at protection and

management.

Sa kasalukuyan, may siyam na deklaradong World Heritage Sites sa bansa kabilang ang —

@ Four Baroque Churches na matatagpuan sa Intramuros, Manila; Miag-ao sa lloilo; Santa Maria,
Ilocos Sur; at Paoay, llocos Norte;

@ Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park na nasa Sulu sea, Palawan;

@ Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordillera na matatagpuan sa Batad, Bangaan, Mayoyao,
Hungduan, at Nagacadan sa lalawigan ng Ifugao;

@ Historic city of Vigan sa llocos Sur;
@ Puerto Princesa Subterranean River sa Palawan; at ang

@ Mount Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary

Source:

https://www.remate.ph/samar-island-gustong-mapasama-sa-world-heritage-list-ng-unesco/
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8 NCR LGUs kinilala ng EMB

Published on: July 07, 2022
By Alice Sicat
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Larawan mula sa EMB-NCR

LUNGSOD QUEZON (PIA) -- Walong lokal na pamahalaan sa Kalakhang Maynila ang kabilang
sa mga kinilala kamakailan lang ng Environmental Management Bureau—National Capital Region
(EMB-NCR) dahil sa hindi matawarang kontribusyon ng mga ito sa pangangalaga ng kapaligiran.

Sa kanyang pambungad na pananalita, kinilala ni EMB-NCR Regional Director Atty. Drake P.
Matias ang Lungsod Quezon, Valenzuela, Manila, Makati, Marikina, Mandaluyong, Parafiaque, at
Malabon dahil na kanilang walang patid na pagsuporta sa mga programa ng naturang ahensya.

Pinangunahan naman ng Environmental Monitoring and Enforcement Division (EMED) ang
pagkilala sa mga lokal na pamahalaan via Zoom Meeting.
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8 NCR LGUs kinilala ng EMB

Kasama ring kinilala ang ilang NCR stakeholder, mga partner organization, at mga miyembro ng
private sector gaya ng SM Prime Holdings, Water Environment Association of the Philippines,
Mach Union Water Laboratories, Inc., at Maynilad Water Services, Inc., na nagpakita ng kanilang
pinakamahusay na kasanayan hinggil sa mga batas para sa kapaligiran.

Samantala, nagbigay naman si EMED OIC Engr. Jean Borromeo ng kaniyang mensahe sa
pagtatapos ng programa.

Dito, binati niya ang mga tumanggap ng pagkilala at mga dumalo, kasabay ng pagbibigay ng
kanyang taos-pusong pasasalamat.

Ang aktibidad ay alinsunod sa pandaigdigang pagdiriwang ng World Environment Day na may
temang, "Only One Earth” noong Hunyo. (EMB/PIA-NCR)
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Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/07/8-ncr-lgus-kinilala-ng-emb
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PH pioneers Holcim Circular Explorer to help in Manila Bay
rehab

July 7, 20223 min read

MANILA - The Philippines was chosen by cement manufacturer Holcim to launch its first
Circular Explorer, a pioneering solar-powered catamaran designed to help in cleaning coastal
areas in the country.

Holcim’s Circular Explorer is a prototype of catamaran created to recover and recycle plastic from
bodies of water.

During the launch at the Manila Yacht Club Thursday, Holcim Philippines president and chief
executive officer Horia Adrian said the Circular Explorer will go around Manila Bay in the next
three years to help in the government’s effort to rehabilitate the bay.

Operated by One Ocean One Earth, the Circular Explorer has a capacity to hold four tons of
recovered plastic waste per shift.

Adrian said the recovered plastic from the bay will be brought to Holcim Manila Terminal to sort
plastic waste that could still be recycled. Other plastic waste will also be processed as an
alternative fuel used by the company in its operation.

“It is an initiative of the Holcim Group. We are proud in the Philippines as we are selected as the
first country to host this vessel,” he added.

Holcim Group sustainability and innovation officer Magali Anderson said the company chose the
Philippines to pioneer the Circular Explorer as it believes that the vessel will create the most
impact here and the firm also has “great operations” in the country.

“The Circular Explorer is a symbol of Holcim’s commitment to sustainability and its key principles
are reducing the footprint of building, recycling materials across our business, but also
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PH pioneers Holcim Circular Explorer to help in Manila Bay
rehab

regenerating marine ecosystem and in general, all our ecosystems. That was the vision for our
project. We want to multiply this. If we can make this happen in Manila, we should be able to
multiply this in the Philippines to start with, and around the world ideally,” Holcim Group head of
communications and public affairs Nollaig Forrest added.

Aside from helping in the clean-up drive in Manila Bay, Adrian said the Circular Explorer is part of
the Holcim Group’s advocacy to promote a circular economy.

Circular economy addresses climate change challenges by “building more by using less”, as it
reuses existing materials and recycles generated waste to preserve the resources of the planet and
avoid adding more waste to the planet.

Adrian added that Holcim, through the Circular Explorer, will be partnering with schools and
universities in the country to raise awareness about the circular economy and address issues on
plastic waste in coastal areas.

“It’s really a matter of pride for us because Holcim is the biggest name in construction activity in
the Philippines, and if we are not showing and leading by example about the future way of
building the country, then who? We took the responsibility as the leading brand in the country to
make this happen and give an example to the Philippines,” Adrian said. (PNA)

Source:
https://www.facebook.com/100064206931542/posts/pfbid0ctXAasJXgRfRTXgYHChsksmvN
oV XkdgkCBNgmESuJgXJFJUing5rPGwag6il8xphEl/?app=fbl
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Boracay tourism spike sign of economic recovery: solon

By Filane Mikee Cervantes July 7, 2022, 7:02 pm

Boracay Island (File photo)

MANILA - A lawmaker on Thursday lauded the increase of foreign arrivals in Boracay Island as a
good sign of economic recovery not only for the Aklan province but also for the country.

Aklan Rep. Teodorico Haresco Jr. cited a report from the municipal tourism office of Malay in
Aklan showing that there has been a constant influx of foreign tourists on the island indicated by
a 69-percent increase.

The tourism office recorded 6,873 tourists in June, up from 4,268 in May, 4,737 in April, and 2,533
in March.

“The revival of the tourism industry, especially of famed destinations like Boracay Island, will be
key to providing more local jobs and boosting our economic recovery,” Haresco said.

He noted that the tourism industry contributed about 12.8 percent to the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2019.

Haresco, however, said international travel restrictions imposed because of the pandemic have
greatly reduced the sector’s contribution to 5.4 percent in 2020.

He said employment in tourism industries was estimated at 4.68 million in 2020, or 11.9 percent of
total employment, which, he said, was the "lowest contribution of the tourism sector in our GDP"
after tourism employment dropped from 5.72 million in 2019.

“After enduring two years of travel restrictions amid the coronavirus pandemic, Boracay Island has
allowed local tourists to enter in September 2021, and foreign tourists in February 2022,
contributing to the early recovery of the economy,” Haresco said.

The bulk of foreign arrivals came from the United States, United Kingdom, France, Canada,
Singapore, and Korea. Domestic tourism also contributed to the tourism boom with the number
of visitors in March soaring to 111,022 compared to 80,095 in February.
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Boracay tourism spike sign of economic recovery: solon

“The challenge for us now is to continue to strictly enforce health and safety protocols to protect
both locals and tourists from Covid-19 while keeping holistic and comprehensive efforts to expand
tourism recovery and build back the economy better,” he said.

Department of Tourism (DOT) Secretary Christina Garcia-Frasco, meanwhile, said President
Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr.'s directive for the agency was to become one of the “major
economic contributors” to help the country recover from the effects of the pandemic in the past
few years.

“We must not only continue to do the work that we have been doing, but we must exert extra
effort to give everything that we can within what is humanly possible,” she said.

Tourism was among the hardest hit industries at the height of the pandemic.

In addition to crafting national policy, she said the DOT would be “in touch with the realities on
the ground” and give attention to tourism sites, peoples, and products that “have not necessarily
been given equal opportunity.”

“All of our partners in the local government units in the 81 provinces, over 140 cities, and over
1,400 municipalities across the Philippines, to extend to them the hand of collaboration from the
DOT, and to send across the message that we are here to help the industry arise and recover,” she
said. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178482
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Leyte’s Kalanggaman Island closed for one month

By Roel Amazona July 7, 2022, 1:04 pm

CLOSED. The 750-meter long Kalanggaman Island in Palompon town, Leyte is closed to tourists
for one month to pave way for rehabilitation. The rehabilitation from July 1 to 30 includes cleaning
and repair of damaged facilities on the island. (Photo courtesy of Department of Tourism)

TACLOBAN CITY - Kalanggaman, the top destination in Leyte province, is closed to tourists for
one month to pave way for the rehabilitation of the picturesque island.

The rehabilitation from July 1 to 30 includes cleaning and repair of damaged facilities on
Kalanggaman Island situated in the town of Palompon. Authorities will also conduct full
assessment of the island.

"This is a multi-sectoral effort. Every day, we have different set of volunteers from the military and
police, different groups, agencies and civic organizations,” said Raoul Bacalla, chief of Palompon
municipal environment and natural resources office, in a phone interview Thursday.

Since the island destination was opened to public in 2013, the local government unit regularly
conducts rehabilitation every month of July. However, past closures only lasted a week.

"It would take more time to cope with all the problems such as physical and infrastructure
damages, tainted social media reputation, and management system that needs to be revised,"
Bacalla said.

In 2020, Kalanggaman was closed to all tourists for several months due to pandemic restrictions. It
was opened last year by the local government to local tourists and for day visits only. Some 500
tourists are only allowed to tour the island daily.

In the first four months of 2022, the island has welcomed 3,954 tourists based on the data
provided by the local government to the Department of Tourism.

As the prime tourist destination in Leyte, Kalanggaman is the first spot visited by international
cruise ships in the region. In the past nine years, several international cruise ships included
Kalanggaman in their stops.
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Leyte’s Kalanggaman Island closed for one month

Kalanggaman is located between Cebu and Leyte provinces. The island is about 45 minutes of sea
travel from Palompon town and about two hours boat ride from Malapascua Island in Cebu.

The island is called Kalanggaman because of its bird-like shape when viewed from above due to
the long sandbar on both ends of the island. “Langgam” is a local word for bird.

The white sand in Kalanggaman is as fine as a powder with turquoise-colored water. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178408
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EDITORIAL - A splash of dirty water

The Freeman

This content was originally published by The Freeman following its editorial guidelines.
Philstar.com hosts its content but has no editorial control over it.

July 8, 2022 | 12:00am

For those who think the city has licked the problem of flooding, the truth hit them in the face like
a splash of cold water. But in this case, more like a splash of dirty water. And not just in the face
too, but in the legs, feet, and arms as well.

Heavy rainfall the other day led to massive flooding in different parts of the city including the
downtown area. Streets were turned into rivers, leaving many commuters stranded. In settlements
near rivers, residents quickly evacuated as the waters rose and flooded communities, turning
narrow passageways into waterways.

It is quite a miracle no one was swept away and died as a result of the floods. In fact we saw quite
the opposite; people, especially children, playing, frolicking and even swimming in the dirty,
brackish water.

While these scenes have become familiar, this should stop being the case. It's no longer just a
matter of water destroying properties or sweeping people away. There are health risks that should
be considered now.

Remember that just last month the Department of Environment and Natural Resources said the
Guadalupe, Butuanon, Mahiga, Lahug, Kinalumsan, and Bulacao rivers, as well as the Estero de
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EDITORIAL - A splash of dirty water

Parian all have alarming levels of fecal coliform. It's usually from these rivers where the
floodwaters come.

Someone infected with fecal coliform may suffer only severe stomach cramps, bloody diarrhea,
and vomiting, but there is always the risk of possible outbreaks of disease.

As we said earlier, a solution to the flooding problem needs to be found soon. And long-term
solutions at that.

It's good that Mayor Michael Rama has announced that his administration will prioritize flooding
for now. He can’t achieve that vision of Cebu becoming like Singapore if major parts of the city get
inundated whenever a heavy downpour occurs.

We urge him to get his people and plans moving as soon as possible. Because right now while
Cebu City may not be like Singapore, many parts of it become like Singapore bay when the rains
start.

Source; https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/opinion/2022/07/08/2193849/editorial-splash-
dirty-water
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Benguet town seeks lifting of mining ban

By Dexter A. See
July 8, 2022

ITOGON, Benguet: The municipal government will take up with the new national leadership the
possible lifting of the almost four-year ban on pocket mining to help gradually and safely revive
the heavily impacted local economy.

Mayor Bernard Waclin said he will meet with leaders of pocket miners in the municipality to
solicit their support in strictly cooperating with the ongoing ban to allow incumbent provincial
and municipal officials to be able to lobby with the new environment officials and even

President Ferdinand "Bongbong™" Marcos Jr. to lift the temporary suspension of small-scale mining
activities in the Cordillera Administrative Region.

Waclin said pocket mining has been a major source of livelihood for a large portion of the
population in Itogon.

Waclin noted that the ban really affects the economic life of residents that has been aggravated by
the lingering Covid-19 pandemic.

Waclin said the local government will consolidate various pocket-mining groups to reiterate a
previous appeal for the immediate lifting of the temporary ban on small-scale mining issued by
former Environment secretary Roy Cimatu in September 2018.

Cimatu ordered the ban after many pocket miners and their relatives who had sought refuge in an
abandoned bunkhouse were killed in Barangay Ucab in a landslide caused by Typhoon "Ompong."

Itogon is one of the five first-class municipalities and one of the three first-class towns that rely
heavily on the operation of large-scale mining companies.

Waclin expressed hope that the new national leadership of the country will heed the long-
standing appeal of thousands of displaced pocket miners and their families for the resumption of
small-scale mining activities.

Waclin commended the pocket miners for their continuous cooperation and understanding on
the implementation of the ban, vowing to help them lobby for its lifting.

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/08/news/regions/benguet-town-seeks-lifting-of-
mining-ban/1850139
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Town residents 'help' illegal loggers

By Celso M. Cajucom
July 8, 2022

INTERCEPTED Col. Jess Mendez (right), Nueva Ecija police provincial director, and Lt. Franklyn
Sindac of the Public Information Office inspect seized illegally cut sawn lumber being transported
across a river in General Tinio town in Nueva Ecija. PHOTO BY CELSO M. CAJUCOM

CABANATUAN City, Nueva Ecija: "Only in Nueva Ecija," said the provincial police director of
Nueva Ecija of an incident involving local residents and illegal loggers in General Tinio town, this
province.

At least 100 of the residents helped the illegal loggers escape while police seized 127 pieces of
illegally cut sawn lumber totaling 6,833 board feet and worth P410,019 being transported across a
river, a police report said on Thursday, July 7.

The incident took place at about 4:30 p.m. of July 6, 2022 at the Sumakbao river in Barangay Pias
in General Tinio, the report added.

The logs were believed to have come from protected areas of the Sierra Madre mountain range.

Col. Jess Mendez, Nueva Ecija police provincial director, said the contraband was being pulled by
a boat made from balsa wood when intercepted by members of the Provincial Intelligence Unit led
by LtCol. Lory Tarrazona, the 2nd Police Mobile Force and the Regional Mobile Force 3.

When the Provincial Intelligence Unit learned about the transporting of the logs, four operatives
were immediately dispatched to Barangay Pias in General Tinio, Mendez said in an interview with
reporters in Cabanatuan City.
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Town residents 'help' illegal loggers

Two illegal loggers were identified and arrested and six John Does were also arrested, but all were
able to escape with the help of at least 100 residents, including women and children, witnesses
said.

"Pinaligiran ang aming apat na operatiba, nagkaroon ng hatakan, nagkagulo, hinatak ang aming
pulis at pinatakas nila ang mga suspek na nahuli (The residents surrounded our four operatives,
there was a tug-of-war, pandemonium, our men were grabbed and the residents facilitated the
escape of the illegal loggers),” Mendez said.

Mendez added that the residents flattened with nails the tires of a police mobile car used by the
operatives.

"Grabe ang mga residente dito. Sa susunod, huhulihin na namin silang lahat (The residents here
are something. Next time, we will arrest them all) It's time to end this,” Mendez said.

Maj. Lawrence Lira, the newly installed General Tinio police chief, said they will file charges
against the two suspects and the six John Does, who are all at-large.

The eight suspects violated the Forestry Code of the Philippines (Presidential Decree 705)
and Republic Act 9175 or the "Chainsaw Act of 2002," Lira said.

Illegal logging causes a number of environmental issues such as deforestation, soil erosion and
biodiversity loss, according to experts.

Source; https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/08/news/regions/town-residents-help-illegal-
loggers/1850137
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Eco-friendly slope protection project completed in La
Union

Published on: July 07, 2022
By Joanne Namnama Dilim

SAN FERNANDO CITY, July 7 (P1A) -- Motorists will feel secure in navigating the San Fernando —
Bagulin Road in Barangay Bacsil in this city after the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) completed an eco-friendly slope protection project.

This P48.99 million infrastructure was implemented by the La Union 2nd District Engineering
Office.

Franjhen Marie Concepcion, DPWH La Union Ist District Engineering information staff, said their
Department has adopted a new and convenient technology that will protect and maintain the
stability of the slopes in the San Fernando — Bagulin Road.

“It will also mitigate the risks of soil erosion in the area,” she said.

The 154 lineal meter long slope protection structure project was erected with erosion control mats
that were fastened to the ground with ground anchor nails and high-tensile wire mesh to keep
rock masses in place and stop debris from falling.
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Eco-friendly slope protection project completed in La
Union

The completed active protection system not only provides environmental advantages and
convenience but also safety for more drivers and other road users who travel on the said landslide-
prone barangay road. (JCR/JPD, PIA La Union)

Source:; https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/07/07/eco-friendly-slope-protection-project-completed-in-
la-union
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Merging nature and finance is crucial to meet biodiversity
targets

Published on: July 07, 2022
By ACB

LAGUNA -- The finalisation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework is fast approaching,
but for these ambitious yet realistic targets to materialise and be fully implemented in the next 10
to 30 years, massive support and commitment, most especially in the aspect of sustainable
financing, are imperative. Earlier this year, the UN Environment Programme Finance Initiative
underlined the importance of the “alignment of financial flows” and the pivotal role of private
finance in bridging the calculated USDA4.1 trillion gap.

Speaking at the Ethical Finance ASEAN 2022 Summit fireside chat on Financing Nature and
Biodiversity last week, the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) Executive Director Dr Theresa
Mundita Lim emphasised the significance of the “whole-of-society” approach in addressing
biodiversity loss, particularly the need to mobilise support from various stakeholders and sectors.

“The ACB believes that biodiversity is everyone’s business, thus we endeavour to forge
partnerships and cooperation to scale up mainstreaming biodiversity, particularly in the business
and finance sector,” said Dr Lim. She added that the rate of biodiversity loss in the ASEAN and in
the rest of the world has been identified as among the major risks to the global economy and that
the “business-as-usual” approach could affect food security, particularly in income-poor countries,
who, ironically are the most dependent on biodiversity as natural assets.

The Ethical Finance ASEAN Summit 2022 was a virtual event co-hosted by the Global Ethical
Finance Initiative (GEFI) and the Asian Institute of Chartered Bankers (AICB), which gathered
experts on sustainable and responsible finance in and around the ASEAN to discuss the various
megatrends in the region, including climate change and biodiversity loss that affect the regional
economy.
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Merging nature and finance is crucial to meet biodiversity
targets

Tan Sri Azman Hashim, Chairman of the Asian Institute of Chartered Bankers (AICB), recognised
the financial sector’s “enormous influence on the outcome of climate action” and urged the
accelerated pace of adoption of responsible banking practices in the region.

“Nature loss and biodiversity risks represent a financial risk because everything is largely linked
with nature—from harvesting or extraction to processing, to the end of the supply chain,” said Dr
Lim. “Recognising this dependency, it is high time to put nature and biodiversity at the core of our
sectoral development and business planning and consider nature as an integral part of managing
business risks and strengthening accountabilities.”

Engaging all sectors in conservation

As a region rich in biodiversity, the ASEAN is poised to harness such resources as a nature-based
solution. One of the nature-based solutions being taken up and promoted by the ACB is the
expansion of and effective management of protected areas and expanding the network of
remarkable protected areas known as ASEAN Heritage Parks (AHP).

However, the sustainable management of these critical areas has always been hindered by a
considerable financing gap, according to Amiel Sarne, AHP Programme Coordinator of the ACB,
who also joined the Summit’s fireside chat. He lamented that despite existing financing
mechanisms and increase in government financial support, the massive funding gap remains
unabridged.

In 2020, the ASEAN Leaders adopted the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework (ACRF)—
the region’s guiding principle in resilience building in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and long-
term economic recovery.

An integral component of the ACRF is accelerating actions to mainstream biodiversity
considerations into relevant national plans, sectors and cross-sectoral issues, such as climate
change. The ACB, with its mandate to facilitate cooperation in mainstreaming biodiversity across
pillars and sectors, has been working with the ASEAN Member States (AMS) and development
partners in integrating biodiversity concerns into development processes, by engaging key sectors
such as health, agriculture, tourism, education, in addition to the business and finance sector.

“Scaling up these ongoing mainstreaming efforts needs more cross-sectoral, cross-pillar
collaboration,” said Sarne. “Establishing more dialogues among various stakeholders would gain
more support for biodiversity, particularly in harmonising and operationalising policies on the
ground.”

The framework encourages the finance sector to rethink supply and value chains and ensure a
workable balance between people, planet, and profit. Lim emphasised that an essential part of this
paradigm shift is knowing and appreciating the worth of what we are protecting, or losing. “Given
that nature underpins economic and business activities, the creation of a nature-positive
economic sector that values the interlinkages of nature and ecosystem services is of utmost
importance.”
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Merging nature and finance is crucial to meet biodiversity
targets

Working on scaling up and broadening natural capital accounting is integral in the efforts to
mainstream biodiversity considerations into development processes, most especially at this
juncture when the ASEAN Member States are working together in operationalising the ACRF and
the adoption of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. (ACB)

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/07/07/merging-nature-and-finance-is-crucial-to-
meet-biodiversity-targets
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Diokno open to carbon tax

ABV Mayvelin U. Caraballo

July 8, 2022

FINANCE Secretary Benjamin Diokno is open to the idea of imposing a carbon tax in the country.

"Carbon tax too, if feasible,” Diokno told reporters when asked if he would consider imposing a
carbon tax as another approach to address climate challenges in the Philippines.

This comes after the Finance chief said the Marcos administration would carry on the Duterte
administration's climate change initiatives.

"As you know, the Philippines is probably one of the most vulnerable with respect to climate
change. And so, it's in our own interest that the movement toward climate change should be
supported,” he stressed.

"At the same time, on the tax side, | think we should think of some measures that we can do to
reduce pollution. For example, a tax on single-use plastic is worth considering."

The Department of Finance, under the leadership of former Finance secretary Carlos Dominguez
3rd, has suggested a fiscal consolidation and resource mobilization plan that included the
adoption of a carbon tax as one of the measures.

Further research is being done on the taxation of carbon emissions which, if approved, would go
into effect by 2025.

In a discussion paper released in December 2018 by the Philippines Institute for Development
Studies, it was said that the rise in carbon consumption taxes was a result of growing concerns
about climate change brought on by anthropogenic carbon emissions.

Simply put, authors of the paper "Assessment of Train's Coal and Petroleum Excise Taxes:
Environmental Benefits and Impacts on Sectoral Employment and Household Welfare" explained
the existence of such taxes that control the consumption or production of specific commodities is
an admission of the existence of a specific kind of market failure.

They said the Philippines, like other nations, imposed a petroleum and coal tax in an effort to
decrease reliance on fossil fuels and, ultimately, cut carbon emissions.

"Such type of tax policy reform is a bold step for a developing country like the Philippines as such
types of regulatory taxes can counter growth policies due to the obvious increase in production
costs of fossil fuel-heavy industries,” the authors added.

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/08/business/top-business/diokno-open-to-carbon-
tax/1850167
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UN Ocean Conference concludes with small wins, but no
substantial change

Civil society’s calls for change rang loud and clear at the 2022 United Nations Ocean Conference
last week. But from deep sea mining to plastic pollution, major roadblocks remain in protecting
our oceans.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaking at the opening plenary of the Ocean Conference.
Image: Kate Yeo

By Kate Yeo
5 minute readJuly 7, 2022

As the 2022 United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC) came to a close last week, | found myself
filled with a curious mix of disappointment and cautious optimism. | had arrived in Lisbon,
Portugal as a youth delegate hopeful to see a firm global commitment to marine protection,

but instead experienced a wave of contradiction.

The week-long conference, delayed since 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, sought to
secure solutions for Sustainable Development Goal 14, life below water. All 193 member states
unanimously adopted a political declaration renewing their commitment to strengthen ocean
protection.


https://www.eco-business.com/about/profile/40696/
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UN Ocean Conference concludes with small wins, but no
substantial change

“We are committed to halting and reversing the decline in the health of the ocean’s ecosystems,”
read the declaration. Among other goals, member states agreed to strengthen data collection
efforts, promote financing for nature-based solutions, as well as recognise the important role of
indigenous knowledge.

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/un-ocean-conference-concludes-with-small-wins-
but-no-substantial-change/



https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/UNOC_political_declaration_final.pdf
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/un-ocean-conference-concludes-with-small-wins-but-no-substantial-change/
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Climate change is making flooding worse: 3 reasons the
world is seeing more record-breaking deluges

byThe Associated Press and Frances Davenport, Colorado State University
July 7, 2022
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FILE — Workers gather along a section of flooded railway in Shangrao in central China’s Jiangxi
province on June 21, 2022. From the snowcapped peaks of Tibet to the tropical island of Hainan,
China is sweltering under the worst heatwave in decades while rainfall hit records in June.

Heavy rain combined with melting snow can be a destructive combination.

In mid-June 2022, storms dumped up to 5 inches of rain over three days in the mountains in and
around Yellowstone National Park, rapidly melting snowpack. As the rain and meltwater poured
into creeks and then rivers, it became a flood that damaged roads, cabins and utilities and forced
more than 10,000 people to evacuate.

The Yellowstone River shattered its previous record and reached its highest water levels recorded
since monitoring began almost 100 years ago.

Although floods are a natural occurrence, human-caused climate change is making severe flooding
events like this more common. I study how climate change affects hydrology and flooding. In
mountainous regions, three effects of climate change in particular are creating higher flood risks:
more intense precipitation, shifting snow and rain patterns and the effects of wildfires on the
landscape.



https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/the-associated-press/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/the-associated-press/
https://apnews.com/article/floods-travel-montana-obituaries-evacuations-3753caa39435d9f3f45d8b582381a0c6
https://apnews.com/article/floods-travel-montana-obituaries-evacuations-3753caa39435d9f3f45d8b582381a0c6
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Climate change is making flooding worse: 3 reasons the
world is seeing more record-breaking deluges
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An emergency vehicle blocks access to the flooded Windsor Bridge at Windsor on the outskirts of
Sydney, Australia, Tuesday, July 5, 2022. Hundreds of homes have been inundated in and around
Australia’s largest city in a flood emergency that was impacting 50,000 people, officials said
Tuesday. Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

Warmer air leads to more intense precipitation

One effect of climate change is that a warmer atmosphere creates more intense precipitation
events.

This occurs because warmer air can hold more moisture. The amount of water vapor that the
atmosphere can contain increases by about 7% for every 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit (1 degree Celsius)
of increase in atmospheric temperature.

Research has documented that this increase in extreme precipitation is already occurring, not only
in regions like Yellowstone, but around the globe. The fact that the world has experienced
multiple record flooding events in recent years — including catastrophic flooding

inAustralia, Western Europe and China - is not a coincidence. Climate change is making record-
breaking extreme precipitation more likely.

The latest assessment report published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change shows
how this pattern will continue in the future as global temperatures continue to rise.



https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-heavy-precipitation
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-heavy-precipitation
https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate1452
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018WR024067
https://theconversation.com/global-evidence-links-rise-in-extreme-precipitation-to-human-driven-climate-change-163715
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-61991112
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-61991112
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/wrap-up/archive/20220705.archive.shtml
https://www.science.org/content/article/europe-s-deadly-floods-leave-scientists-stunned
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2021/07/21/zhengzhou-china-record-rain-flooding/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
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Climate change is making flooding worse: 3 reasons the
world is seeing more record-breaking deluges
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FILE — A road ends where floodwaters washed away a house in Gardiner, Mont., on June 16, 2022.
As cleanup from historic floods at Yellowstone National Park grinds on, climate experts and
meteorologists say the gap between the destruction in the area and what was forecast underscores
a troublesome trend tied to climate change: Modeling programs used to predict storms aren’t
keeping up with increasingly extreme weather. Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

More rain, less snow

In colder areas, especially mountainous or high-latitude regions, climate change affects flooding in
additional ways.

In these regions, many of the largest historical floods have been caused by snowmelt. However,
with warmer winters due to climate change, less winter precipitation is falling as snow, and more
is falling as rain instead.

This shift from snow to rain can have dramatic implications for flooding. While snow typically
melts slowly in the late spring or summer, rain creates runoff that flows to rivers more quickly. As
a result, research has shown that rain-caused floods can be much larger than snowmelt-only
floods, and that the shift from snow to rain increases overall flood risk.

The transition from snow to rain is already occurring, including in places like Yellowstone
National Park. Scientists have also found that rain-caused floods are becoming more common. In



https://doi.org/10.1002/2016GL068070
https://www.climatecentral.org/news/winters-becoming-more-rainy-across-us-20017
https://doi.org/10.1029/2022GL098855
https://doi.org/10.1029/2022GL098855
https://doi.org/10.1029/2019WR025571
https://theconversation.com/yellowstone-is-losing-its-snow-as-the-climate-warms-and-that-means-widespread-problems-for-water-and-wildlife-163223
https://theconversation.com/yellowstone-is-losing-its-snow-as-the-climate-warms-and-that-means-widespread-problems-for-water-and-wildlife-163223
https://doi.org/10.1002/2015WR017784
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Climate change is making flooding worse: 3 reasons the
world is seeing more record-breaking deluges

some locations, the changes in flood risk due to the shift from snow to rain could even be larger
than the effect from increased precipitation intensity.

Changing patterns of rain on snow

When rain falls on snow, as happened in the recent flooding in Yellowstone, the combination of
rain and snowmelt can lead to especially high runoff and flooding.

In some cases, rain-on-snow events occur while the ground is still partially frozen. Soil that is
frozen or already saturated can’t absorb additional water, so even more of the rain and snowmelt
run off, contributing directly to flooding. This combination of rain, snowmelt and frozen soils was
a primary driver of the Midwest flooding in March 2019 that caused over US$12 billion in damage.

While rain-on-snow events are not a new phenomenon, climate change can shift when and where
they occur. Under warmer conditions, rain-on-snow events become more common at high
elevations, where they were previously rare. Because of the increases in rainfall intensity and
warmer conditions that lead to rapid snowmelt, there is also the possibility of larger rain-on-snow
events than these areas have experienced in the past.

In lower-elevation regions, rain-on-snow events may actually become less likely than they have
been in the past because of the decrease in snow cover. These areas could still see worsening flood
risk, though, because of the increase in heavy downpours.

Compounding effects of wildfire and flooding

Changes in flooding are not happening in isolation. Climate change is also exacerbating wildfires,
creating another risk during rainstorms: mudslides.

Burned areas are more susceptible to mudslides and debris flows during extreme rain, both
because of the lack of vegetation and changes to the soil caused by the fire. In 2018 in Southern
California, heavy rain within the boundary of the 2017 Thomas Fire caused major mudslides that
destroyed over 100 homes and led to more than 20 deaths. Fire can change the soil in ways that
allow less rain to infiltrate into the soil, so more rain ends up in streams and rivers, leading to
worse flood conditions.

With the uptick in wildfires due to climate change, more and more areas are exposed to these
risks. This combination of wildfires followed by extreme rain will also become more frequent in a
future with more warming.



https://doi.org/10.1175/BAMS-88-3-319
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/18/us/nebraska-flooding-facts.html
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0236-4
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0236-4
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/climate-change-increases-risk-fires-western-us
https://doi.org/10.1029/2020EF001735
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/02/us/thomas-fire-officially-out/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/us/mudslide-slider-california/index.html
https://doi.org/10.2113/EEG-D-20-00029
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abm0320
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abm0320
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Global warming is creating complex changes in our environment, and there is a clear picture that
it increases flood risk. As the Yellowstone area and other flood-damaged mountain communities
rebuild, they will have to find ways to adapt for a riskier future.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative Commons license. Read the
original article here: https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-making-flooding-worse-3-
reasons-the-world-is-seeing-more-record-breaking-deluges-185364.

Image credits: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., Error! Hyperlink
reference not valid.

Source; https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/07/07/climate-change-is-making-flooding-worse-3-
reasons-the-world-is-seeing-more-record-breaking-deluges/
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Kanlaon, Bulusan showing signs of possible phreatic
eruption —PHIVOLCS

By JOVILAND RITA, GMA News
Published July 7, 2022 2:59pm

KANLAON

Kanlaon and Bulusan Volcanoes are showing signs they will go through phreatic or stream-driven
eruptions, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) said on Thursday.

At the Laging Handa public briefing, PHIVOLCS officer-in-charge Undersecretary Renato Solidum
Jr. said that what concerns the agency is the “tornillo type volcanic earthquakes” monitored
around Kanlaon in past days.

“Noong mga nakaraang araw meron tayong na-record na tinatawag na tornillo type volcanic
earthquake event. Ito po ay isang hugis turnilyo at ito po ang nagbibigay ng parang concern sa
atin,” he said.

(We have recorded a tornillo type volcanic earthquake. This is a screw-shaped pattern on a
seismograph, which is a cause of concern.)

According to him, the tornillo volcanic earthquake event is usually followed by a phreatic or
steam-driven explosion, adding that volcano is swollen.

Also, Solidum said PHIVOLCS is seeing possible phreatic or steam-driven explosions of Bulusan.

“Pareho po ng Bulkang Kanlaon, nakikita natin na posibleng magkaroon din ng steam-driven
explosion ang Bulusan. At importante na pag-ingatan ito
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Kanlaon, Bulusan showing signs of possible phreatic
eruption —PHIVOLCS

(Like in Kanlaon Volcano, we are also seeing a possible stream-driven explosion in Bulusan. So it
is important to be cautious.)

Solidum reminded concerned residents to avoid the four-kilometer permanent danger zone of the
volcanoes.

In its 5 a.m. bulletin on Thursday, PHIVOLCS said five volcanic earthquakes in Kanlaon and 11 in
Bulusan were recorded in the past 24 hours. —LBG, GMA News

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/837351/kanlaon-bulusan-showing-
signs-of-possible-phreatic-eruption-
phivolcs/story/?fbclid=IwAR23QQRUHN3fOLFZgXuV3dGmmblL p4inJikO-g-
cUOsg58CkrAO0gtBgl-1gk



https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/kanlaon-volcano/15186-kanlaon-volcano-summary-of-24hr-observation-07-july-2022-5-00-am
https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/bulusan-volcano/15184-bulusan-volcano-summary-of-24hr-observation-07-july-2022-5-00-am
https://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php/volcano-hazard/volcano-bulletin2/bulusan-volcano/15184-bulusan-volcano-summary-of-24hr-observation-07-july-2022-5-00-am
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/837351/kanlaon-bulusan-showing-signs-of-possible-phreatic-eruption-phivolcs/story/?fbclid=IwAR23QQRUHN3f0LFZgXuV3dGmmbLp41nJikO-g-cUOsg58CkrA0qtBgJ-1qk
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La Nina to hit parts of PH until end-2022: PAGASA

By Lade Jean Kabagani July 7, 2022, 4:24 pm

(PNby Robert Oswald P. Alfiler)

MANILA - La Nifia phenomenon that will bring scattered rainfalls in several parts of the country
is expected to last until the end of this year, an official of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said Thursday.

In an interview at the Laging Handa public briefing, PAGASA Administrator, Undersecretary
Vicente Malano, said frequent rainfall will likely prevail in parts of Mindanao, Eastern Visayas, as
well as Central and Eastern Luzon due to the La Nifia episode.

In the last few days, Malano said the low pressure area (LPA) has brought rains in parts of the
Zamboanga Peninsula and Northern Mindanao, especially in Cagayan de Oro City.

Scattered rain showers and thunderstorms are likewise expected to persist in parts of Eastern
Visayas, Central Philippines, Bicol Region, Palawan, and Mindanao.

“Ito po ay sanhi po ng LPA na nakapaloob sa ITCZ (Intertropical Convergence Zone) at inaasahan
po ito na patuloy po nating mararanasan habang nandito po iyong ating tinatawag na La

Nifia. Ang La Nifa po ay inaasahan hanggang sa katapusan po nitong taon (This is because of the
LPA inside the ITCZ and it is expected that we will continue to experience it in the presence of the
so-called La Nifia. And this La Nifia phenomenon is expected until the end of this year),” Malano
said.
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Light to moderate rains will most likely prevail in Visayas, Bicol Region, Palawan, and other parts
of Eastern Mindanao, he added.

“Ayon po sa ating mga datos na nakikita po sa ngayon ay wala po tayong nakikitang mga sama ng
panahon o bagyo sa susunod na tatlong araw (Based on our data we don’t see a bad weather or
storm instances so far, in the next three days),” Malano said.

However, Malano said the entry of a typhoon or tropical cyclone in the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) is expected after three days.

“At ang characteristics po nitong dalawang bagyo na nakikita po natin ay kamukha po noong
nakaraang dalawang bagyo na pumasok dito sa ating Philippine Area of Responsibility na itong
sina Bagyong Caloy at Domeng kung saan na iyong si Bagyong Domeng ay papuntang norte at
iyong isa (Bagyong Caloy) naman ay nanggagaling din po sa West Philippine Sea at pumunta po
siya ng China area (And the characteristics of these two typhoons that we see are similar to the
previous two typhoons that entered our Philippine Area of Responsibility, namely Typhoon Caloy
and Domeng, where Typhoon Domeng is heading north and your other one came from the West
Philippine Sea and went to the China area),” Malano said.

So far, four typhoons have entered the country’s PAR this year.
Malano said about 14 more typhoons will enter the PAR before the end of the year.

“So, inaasahan po natin na nasa labing-isa hanggang sa labing-apat na bagyo pa ang puwedeng
pumasok sa ating (So we are expecting that about 11 to 14 typhoons will possibly enter the)
Philippine Area of Responsibility. At ang karaniwang bagyo po na tumatama sa ating kalupaan

ay (Most likely typhoons will hit in lands) towards the end of the year at malalakas po iyong bagyo
na atin pong nararanasan (and we will experience stronger typhoons) during the last quarter of
the year,” he added. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178454
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11-14 tropical cyoones are expected 10 enter the Philipaine Area of respansibility till the end of the y=ar. The
pask of the typhoon season is July through Cetober, where nearly 70% of all typhoen develap, 2aid
PAGASA Thureday.

11-14 CYCLONES FORECASTED
TO ENTER PHILIPPINES IN 2022

(SOURCE: PAGASA)
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More tropical cylones are expected te enter the Philippine Area of
Responsibility on 2022, Twao or thrae cyclones may possibly enter
PAR in each month of July, August, September, and Novernber.
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which will last until the end of the year, according to PAGASA.
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conservation effectivesiess,
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Mindoro’s / o Reef Natural Park .
-bags intl’l mariné conservation award

- Old Providence McBezn Lagoon National Park, was
' aehckedbvmnmtmuhmalchnmlo&uurhmwm

r . h’; 4
award is an impetus nbtoaly)or our luied-
a_gdﬂuommmu\qﬂdd t also to the

r the award on ]uly i
e second lahnum-lml; t

reoogzmn, Blue Park Award
tmtl;n'fu‘:bauham mm‘?%t

sau& < ' v ¢
ARNI’ MW‘: A ar
w,an Marine mmum Area, nd?‘olon&: ita
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Explore the largest cave system in the Philippines

{1 s [ O A1 S : ™k . M IEA: :
HE Philippines has over 3100 known caves. Peaturing  God for legal protection. )
A2 chambers cver its seven kilometer span, th

Samar Islasd, overshadowed by more popular places Tike i o
Palawan and Foracay, iso't usvally considered a tap, tourist THE Langun-Gabingoh Cave is par
as ahothed forinswpencies Pk (SINE), ‘one of YOPAS six

the Philippines’  heing the Bongsanglay Natukal

destination, cwing taits long history th
and a punchig&;ba‘s‘ fozlyphmms. Than

land exudes

third largest i

cootenyism desﬁ@tiép‘_ng,,&heah thisavth.

Unique But Threatened Biodiversity

SAMAR iy vnique becaise it is a karst landscape made primarily The sountry'y. caves.
of limestone. Milions of years of weathering has created
o the island” explaine Anson  he well mana

nimerous caves and sinkho

Division of the DENR. '_',;',Céves '

[l &

ged and

©re

- Eires, The Laugun-Gobingob Cave
| aystemms betié iting fom the cors

should know what not

hilippine g

to:‘du‘i
. . here ave
Tagtay, head of the Caves, Wetlands and Orher Ecosystems — Aceias from the GAIA Explorsiion
special ecosyslems which Yor its part, the P

(Cave 4

ed beauty, its real value as an Netuzal Hark i Ocaidental Mindo
o W T o s Namrall’hrk~inl!!cgzos Crriental, M |

Sanftiary in Devao Oricatal, and

4 Nnmral.Mm_mm,en:'in-Cawnf
ALE BoW.0

harbor highly-evolyed. fm,m.p, most of which b'a?/‘eadaﬂ% 1:6 ;:;n dlau Pm?mesyllnSMC] oristd
aches and other protected wveas by

darknegs™

Bivds, bats, t;pddet’:ﬂq snakea, |
fsh thrive ingide the. Langun-Guli

fungi cling fo life a5 discraet denixens of thedask, Sy
“The spelenthems or mixcks in caves arein a very real sense JoaL
alive’ they just grow and move

andmove attrasecales et ot peorle. e iin e
¢ comorehend,” explains Dr. Allan il Femando, ¢ professor

CORX 4

't the Natjonal Institute of Geological Scicrices in UF Dilisan.

“The comseant dripping of water |
of mingrals like calcite. Over tim

for instance leaves minute traces
n¢ Lhege traces pile up ta fo

|

:

baning stalactites and theit inverted kin, stalagmites. rna;:g
abbuta ceatury fora stalactits or stalagrita mgmmvmriuch“ :

“Puople used 14 enter the LangunciGobingoh C4
apart and mine stalagtnites phis v{-hltcca!dtrwc}s for :
{a (SINP) Azsistant Superintor

says Samar Tsland Marural

o break

nt

Elres Mate, Our guide Alvin confivms this. “T.ocals used to mine

the cava for Taiwanesz businessmen, who paid 2 pa!_i-q} PHET for

a:kilogram of rock. Balinsasayao or swiftlet nests '?{.?éfél plucked

9ut Lo, to be shipped to Chinese

Mic cave was fmally dectazed 3 or
; .

cackers aod even Blind cave e invite both Fiipinne and foreip
20b Cave, The lack of light ' do se in an invirssmentall

ected arca in 1997 “hanke | SRR e

!
. P DL 11 e i e g £
cor:fines plants to entrances, but mushrooms and ather, typesqi’ FMB Divectar Natividad Be’m’aﬁdi'n of

gy

- Timjpoong Hibuk-Hibgk

tively stopped,” says

i st forte of inany natural

rofected area systerm.

- the famar Island Natural

. parks, the others
| in {Mashate, Apo Reef
alinsasayac Twin Lakey
iguitzn Range Wildlife

wi , r- Ve tourism Sholltd.
‘sland don’rs,” says Buddy

mehie is doing what it
Ouf caves, mountains,
naw epen for tourism,

% 20 cdme and visit, but to
ible ridmner,” adds DENR-

EE
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i gz{mging wastes,
€ of the Presi-

i ppyalso toarnounce
vé passedin both houses
s the Extended Produe-
dibility,” said Sen. Cyn-
1, chairperson of the
¢n Environment, Natu-
,and Climate Change,

. fici lautu:h of the Circular

‘ cdby nlhhuu#es
; has been sent to

id, "'m glad to announce
Jffice of the President
there will be no vera,
; o]aw in30 d.oyﬂ 4

ago Villar und rhp

Beepie dg

waste ma:
She uut

and the development of envi-

- ronment friendly products tha:

advocates the imternationally ac-
cepted principle on sustainahle
consumpticr: and production, cir-
cular economy and producers’ full

_responsibility throughout the life

tycle of their 'products

Ln relation Lo the circular scon-
ony, Holcim, in partnership with
One Earth One Ocean launched on
Thursday the Circular Explorer in
Manilatobe part of clearing coastal
areas in the Philippines.

‘Holcim, agloballeaderininnova-

tive and sustainable building solu-
tions, m)phaslmd thit the Circular
szloret, apienceringsolar-powered
ratamaran,lsdaslguedmrecomrup

Lo four thns of plastic waste per day
to presen'e vu.al manm- emsystems

avenue 'w a:ap&wu students and

local communiries as change mak
crs to take action for people and the
planet.” Hence, asil Lakes a science-
driven approach for more impact,
Explorerhasalsoforged

a pamyshlgwﬁ the University of

rcducﬁbn. Mty and mtyc'ﬁng

Wik built-in sensbmaﬁﬂ mf—
cro-plastic collectors on board, it
‘willtrive live data mapoing alos
its jmnrm:y tofuel the faculty's re-
‘search programs,” read the stara-
‘ment of Holcim.

For hwer part, Holrim Chief Sus-
‘tainability and Lnnevation Officer
‘MagaliAnderson said, “With today s
,populauonamd urbanization onthe
51’152. Holdmiscommitted toimprov-

‘ing hvmgsunduds forall by wm
N

(ing more with leds.”

"That’s why we are dri -
lar conatructionasa global leaderin
-material recychingro buildanet-zero
Sfuture that worksforpeople and the
planet,” Andersen added ]‘

. Thesustainabilityandinnovation

-chief emphagized that the civcular

“explorer is a platform to empowir

‘communities to shift geave uoward
dircular living.

. Meanwhile, CEO and Presud.er £
of Holcim Philippines Horis Adrian
said that the Circular Exploreris a

“symbol of Holcim's commitiment
1w sm.-tqmalnhty

"Walkmgthetalkacrossourbusl-
‘ness, we recycled aver 20 millian
tons. Gf m&t&nﬂﬂ into alh:rnahw
fu»cls and low emission raw mater -
‘als across our matlona over the
past 15 vears,” the ¢hicf of lolciza
Philippin‘es added. - |
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He’hfighlighﬁm by 2024,
they will become the first com-
pany in their sector in the Phil-
ippines to operate solar pxmels in
theirplants. .

On scientific imtunves, Dr.
Deo Onda, Deputy i'm;keseqrch
University of the Philippines Ma-

rmcSnence]nshtute,hlghh?hted
' the need for science ta help us
| understand the environmental
challenges we are tacing and to
drive us with equitable andsus-
| tainable solutions.

“Scientific iniliatives, such
as the one supported hy Ho]cxm
with its Circular Explorer, are a
significant contribution to these
endeavors, By advancing research

- togethey, we can help educaté the
public and support key decisien
malers with relevant data tn)‘ake
action,” said Onda.

According to Holcim, the can-
veyntbeltof the Circular Explorer
is lowered .into the water when
cleaning starts, Plastic waste is
‘then transported up to the boat
for manual sorting. Thercalter,
singlesort split plasticisrecycled
forreusein cooperationwirhlocal
pueners and converted into’ new
products.

'ﬂl.ttetnmnmgp!asticthatrs un-
able 10 be recycled will be used as

- an alternative enerpy source, said

H’!bm Andrea San Joaw 5
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Dae

ipatupad ang
- Clean Air Act.

Pj'qblema sa
alf«ﬁdlution 5

mga kalat. lmlmwllobwdew*ln.
D-rutna pagtuunan din niya ang |
apolmlonmmulinun-m
lam sa Metro Manlla k ngahlﬂm
m.

lqnmodnh-ym. B&m

ng
Natural R}, lngrmga sasakyan ang
numero u : pollution ea Meiro
llnnh.umno'y. puuuw emissions ay
::nh!ga .tnngmbtbogaud:yun. ng nnmmlng
Ayon sa Depa .ng Hnlth DO , an

sakit na nakukuha dahil sa paﬁmlu(ng 5 g hangin
mn-{clmmaym acute I

chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases, eewt
f;?{d' jcular diseasas. Ayon sa mport, 1 0

tannlmnimm
Ia mhuahmmyhaon
Ti ? )

t ang plms:"mgahamaall an

""h."‘" ‘“"”.&"&‘% na DENR @
| ng

8y hindi buga ng may

lason { pad mﬂm Alr Act of 1999,
i r(nag. > Mani n-lumummy nn air
w umalqangmw malalanghup pa slllng
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ffort by the national govern-

epatiment of Fi-_cfio
nance is uﬂ-ﬁré?o%f %‘%-eﬁ»éﬁtf'léﬁ!g&;ements

slapping of duties on single-
use plastics amid worsening
chimate change:

In a television interview,
Finance Secretary Benja-
min Diokno'said the move
toward climate financing
should be supported.

“On our part on the tax’
side, I think we should think
of some measures that we
can do 1o reduce pollution,”
Diokno said, !

“For example, tax on sin-
gle-use plastic is worth con-
sidering,” he said. .

House Bill 9171 or the
Excise Tax on Plastic Bags
targets to slap a P20 per kilo
tax on single-use plastic
bags in supermarkets, malls,
shops, stores, sales outlets,
and other establishments.

The bill was appruved in
December last year but the
Senate is still crafting its
counterpart version.

The DOF earlier éstimated
that around P923 million in
revenue could he generated
should the measure be en-
acted into law, =~

_ Diokno emphasized that
the Philippines is one of the
most vulnerable in terms of
climate change. .

"And so it is in our own
interest that the movement
toward climate change
should be supported,” Dig-.

mrwd-‘\‘ L JHP¥ PR pre. ’j'

n green activities like clean-

ing of the river, reforesta-

- tion, developing mangroves,

amonp others should be
done,” he said,

- Plastic pollution remaifis
one af the ¢auntv’s greatest
wastd problems and non-
guvernment organization
BAN Toxies earlier called on
the new administration to
prioritize the plastic crisis.

“We hope to sec a can-
crele action plan tackling
the plastic pollution issue
followed by its strict imple-
mentation and monitoring,”
the group said. 4

“Arecent report by the
Organization for licanomjc
Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OBCD) showed tha
developing economies in
Asia are seen cansuming and
contributing most to globsl
plastic waste in the decades
to come. '

_Global plastics consump-
tion is expected to rise to 1.23
billion metric tons (MT) in
2060 from the 2019 level of
460 ‘million M1 if bold poli-
cies are nut implemented.

About 60 percent of plastic
waste entering the oceans
comes from five Asian coun-
tries namely China, Indone-,
sia, Philippines, Thailandy
and Vietnam. The Philip-
pinesis also the world's third*

t plastic polluter, . -

_—
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More task forces for Manila Bay rehab seen

The 187 local gavernments in the National Capital Region,
Central Luzon and Calabarzon have been ordered by the
Depatnnent of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
to create their respective Manila Bay Task Force (MBTEF).
The MBTE will serve as a monitoring team responsible

for the averall planning, and implementation of programs
relative to the rehabilitation of the Manila Bay, under
DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2022-090. The memo
citcular was dated June 28 but was released only two days
after, making it one of the last policies of former Interior
Secretary Eduardo Ano. The creation of the local govern-
ment MBTF is pursuant to the 2008 Supreme Court order
dmectmg the DILG and 12 other government agencies o
clean up, rehabilitate and preserve Manila Bay, and to re-
store and maintain its waters to a level fit for swimming,
skin diving and other forms of contact recreation. —DeEXTER
CABALZA \
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ﬁﬂaunched

against use of thermal

bNVlRONM‘BNTAL urpmza-
tions have wxiften to the De-

partment of Trade and Indus-.

try (DTI) calling for the use of
thermal paper in receipts to be
minimized, claiming that such
material contains’ toxing that in-

terfere with the workings of hu-

man hormones. «

In a statement on Thursday,
EcoWaste Coalition and Interfac-
ing Development Interventions
for Sustainability said they sent

ajolmlettaron.[ulyswdnenn. ‘

highllghtlng to Trade Secretary .
Alfredo E. Pascual and Trade
Undersecretary Ruth'B. c;n;stcln
the “hidden hazards” mgaby
thermal paper.

'Awordingmtbemnﬂtsofa }

pilaneering study by the groups,

endocrine disrupting chemicals -
(EDCS) such as Bisphenol A(BPA) -

and its chemical cousin Bisphe-
nol S (BPS) have been detected in
thermal paper receipts collected
from business and government
establishments in the conntry.
EDCs are pon-natural chemicals
or mixtures | oﬂ'henudbilm in-
terfere with the way the body’s
hormones work; causing adverse
health effects™ thersm
“Laboratory lests., show that
32 of the 58 anhl:[ged MPM
from the Philippines (60%)
had BPA and 13 (25%) had
BPS. The concentration range
of BPA for the samples collectad

7£wunnmo Makati, Manila,Que-

Ipapermrecelpts |

' zon City and Taguig was 0.92 to

" 1.86%, way above the European
Union's limit of 0.02%. The cons
centration range for BE'S was 0.61
t 1.12%," they added.

- The two groups said that the
_ study was done as part of the re-
" cently-completed cight-country
EDC-<Free Asia Project led by
the Wonjin Institute for Occupa-

‘tional and Environmental Health

with support from the Korea Fi-
ndneial Industry Public Interest
. Foundation,

- They said that cashiers, mostly
women. ‘who handle thermal pa-
per receipls may have high expo-
sure, which may lead to adverse
efficts.

“We express our cnncem
about the plight of cashiers who
touch and handle thermal papu
receipts on a daily basis as this
_may resgult in lngh BPA/BPS ex:

 posure and cause negative health

‘outcomes, especially for
or nursing women, and women

childbearing age,” they said

Mcﬂhdﬁor&enmlpapex‘
~ tobe phased out and to draft na-

. tional regulations to that effect.

Asked to comment, Mr. Pasen-

 alt0ld Business World via mobile

‘phone that he lﬂsye! to evaluate
_ thetwogroups’ proposals. |
However, Mr. Pascual md-ﬂnt
 he is pushing for the use of di
miputnthobmderoonm
digltmnglmumues fransactions.
* — Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 1
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Tam ADB UK put up f
for Asean green e |

By LOUELLA DBS!D!R!O ‘

The Asian De ent Bank
(ADB) and the UK have inked a
- memorandum of und

foraﬂl)?mlhon(nmlmdﬁ&li

“million) trust fund to
projects in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
that promote environmental sus-
tainability and climate-resilient
development.

In a statement, the multilat-
eral lender said the UK-ASEAN
Catalytic Green Finance Facility
(ATGF) Trust Fund would lever-
age UK and ADB funds to acceler-
ate a pipeline of low-carbon and
climate-resilient infrastructure

projects and catalyze financing,
from public and pnvatc caplta]
sources.

_The fund will be part of the
ASEAN Green Recovery Plat-
form.

Launched at the 2021 United
Nations Climate Confer-
ence or COP26, the ASEAN Green
Recovery Platform seeks to help
ASEAN countries accelerate the

, a green recovery from the
pandemic, by bringing together
financing and development part-
ners.

"We are facing a climate crisis
and Southeast Asia needs rapid
and innovative solutions to help
countries raise financing to deliv-
er their climate largets and ambi-
tions,” ADB president Masatsugu
Asakawa said.

“This new fund will build on

davelopmentof infrastructure to

nership through st dnovative

revolving fund structure that

billion per year.

“As a trusted pa:tner to
ASEAN, this UK financing deliv-
ered through the ADB is.
tive to help deh;qcr new honest
and reliable
creating jobs and putting UK
expertise at the heart of tackling
climate change,” said UK Minister
for Asia Amanda Milling,.
~ She said thisis also in Tine with
the UK's commitments made at
The fund will leverage finan-
cial resources for the ACGE an
ADB-managed regional green

a longsmdm UK-ADB part-t  fiflancing vehicle, owned by the

impera-- p:gehneonﬁigreq :
green investment—

‘as the Blue

Launched in 201

fundsemi‘fmﬂldambustprpehm ments in preparing ang finane-
~ ofclimate W&M" “ing infrast Hcts
Asakawa U R T promete cHtal
Increasing casts of climate abiht_y and cont ! e th climate
change add to the region’s ex- i .
xstmghrveohnehtmedsform- So far, Al GF i
frastructure amounting to $210  billion in co-fing

projects and provid
support that enafjled
to tap capital ma
the issuance 'of oyer §
in green bonds.
The UK.—AC 3
will be building a
and will be pru ...
countries in the fors
technical assista

lhnmghmglmh

FinanceHub
_i
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tir gawain na ipaaned sa
AgA g malakas na agos ng ilog
na I pul:;g ang llmngmnhhnya:
nang mﬁaliso&sg pam- Nﬂaresto 53
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t Trees l'oundatton. f

Foundatmn aimsa mI“IOIl trees
by ‘30 in seven watershed areas

GROWING 10 million trees by 2030
to protect and nurture the seven water-
sheds that supply potable water to Met-
ro Manila, Cavite. Bulacan and Rizal is
achievable,

This was the message of Millian
. (MTFT) Chair-
man Emeritus’ Gen, Reynaldo V. Ve-
lasco (Ret.) during the pledging session
attended by stakeho lders and partners
of the Annual Million Tree Challenpe
(AMTC) recently,

Velasco, the [ormer Melmpollttm
Waterworks wnd Sewerage System
{MWSS) Adminisirator and Chairman
based his statement on the suscessiul
AMTC project lsunched in aOl? ' during
his stinl with the water: . After
five years, AMTC recarded over 5.2
millian trees or at least a million tregs
annually planted in critical watcrshods
vital to pulublc water supply in Metro
Manila, Cavite, Rizal and Bulacan.

Held at the Million frees Founda-
tion, Inc. (MFTI) Nursery snd Eco
learning Center st the La Mesa Water-
shed last June 29, partners and stake-
holders of the Annual Million Trees
Challenge committed to plant a total of
1,710,003 trees that will reforest a total
of 3,278 hectares of land ia different
watersheds.

Angat watershed will be planted
with 494,005 new trees that will re-
forest 671 hectaves; Uppuer Marikins
with 432,000 saplings that will bene-
fit 691 hectares: and Tpo with 264,000
that will involve 660 hectares.. The
watersheds of La Mesa and Umiray
will be the recipivnts of 220,000 and
25,000 saplings, and that will relor-
est 5500 and 63 hectares, respectively.
The remaining pledged saphngs will
be planted at the watershed of Kali-
wa, in Manila Bay and other parts of
the country, ”
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-Beﬁg uet town seeks
lifting of mining ban

M mm
Wiﬂmhﬂupmm the new national lead-
exhip the possible lifiing of the almaost
four year ban on podket mining to Ll
gradually ard salely revive the heavily
impacted local economy.

Mayor Bernard Waclin said he will
meet with leadlers of pocket miness in
the munidpality to solicit their suppart
in strictly coopesating with the ongoing
ban to allow incumbent provingal and
munidpal offidals to be able to lublsy
even Presiclent Ferdinand “Bongbong”
hmltwnﬁ;mmw
of small-scale mining acfivities in the
Cordillers Administrative Region.

Warkin said pocker mining Fas been
a major source of livelihond for a large
portion of the population in ltogon.

Wadin notes that thebn really affects
the economic life of residents that has
Been aggravared by the lingering Covid-19
pandemic.

Wadin said the local government will
W‘dﬂmpocha-mmwnpg

10 ceiterate 4 previaus appeal for the
immediate lifting of the temposary ban
on small-seale mining tssued by former
Environment secretary Roy Cimaty in
September 2012,

Cimatu ordered the ban afier many
pocket miners and their relatives who
had sought efisge in an ahandnmed bk
house were killed in Barangay Ucabina |
landslide caused by Typhioon “Oupmg *

Togon isene of the five fist-class mu.
nicipalities and one of the theer fine-hss
towns that rely heavily on e aperation
ol lasge-seale mining companies.

Waardin expressed hope that the new
national leadership of the counuy will
heed the long starwling appeal of thou
sands of displaced pocket miners and theis
&nﬂh&&tmmpdonofmnn-m&
mining activities.

Wadin commended the pocket min-
ers for their contiuts cooperstion and
undersiznding ou the implemenation
of the ban, vowing 1o/ help them lobiby
for its lifting. ‘
DEXTERA.SEE

.
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.Diokno g opcﬁ the p' sibility
'rhcwtysm#ddmi

Dmknd aptdrépmmmnda
* that earbon tax could be one of the
Wtﬁ that 1 miy be considered

thgbmtoudmmmm “if

‘P&siﬁle - j

pmsd mso!i‘dnﬂggmd '

ree mobilization. plan tha
turned over to the cuctent ad-

mimsmmn included a propesed .

carbon tax siructure for implemen-
taton n 2025,

“Iae Philippines Is prububly one
of the most vulnesable {countsics)
with respect to clinate damgc annd
50115 in our cwn interest thas the
movement towards »addn,sam;,
climate change should be up-
ported,” Diokoo seid in 2 secent
interdew with ANC,

“Ogn our part, on the ras 51de,
I think we should dink of some
meisures Lat we can dovto reduce

; pollution. For exsmple, ta on,

single-use plastic, it is w
sidening, aad oa xp:ﬁdmuc
side. some kind 1:?: @ nxm;eyxm
by the nationsal governmuasand: AT
the local goverament on sume
green activites like cleaning of
the m-u. tcforestation, developing
s, 1 think thae should be
considered by the gdvtmmcnr“
he added.
4. repon releasscd bv the. A&aﬂ

to carbon tax .

gcxrhrfhmasuncof D

I)e_v;.lnpmcnt Bank (ADB) last
Wodnesday said a green recovery
from the C. OVID-19 pandemic in
Sourheast Asia conld pow‘x:lﬁ
create $172 hillion in iaves ;
appormonities yearly and produce
more than 30 million jobs y:mo
The ADB report.
a Green Recovery in Southeast

:'ts;a' qﬁ-ﬁfn areas thay sup-
post ?pgst VID-19 ttdgku:?y
lhro%h greencr development
4ncn d regenerative
; agrric r!"l" ﬁﬁ:g and praductve
Qoeans, -mmmlble urban
ment and rransport models, eircu-
lar ceonomy models and teumblé
and efficient enerey, '
“Wh’i!e several countries in tht

-8 “hds

P S m:ag.n'

A ’!’39?

rég,lon have begun'ra supporr«h"
Rreen recovels. mort noads o be
done. We must encourage addi-
mmlgwaﬂmdngdwmmbm
pricing schemes; reduce depend-
euce an forsil-fuel ntensive power,
end arract prvate sectol lm'umls
to lampe-scale renewable ene
ausuinable mnspm and clean
urban projecrs,” sud Ramesh Sub-
ramaniam, ADB director general
for Southease Asia. - Angela Celis
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The Philippines is looking
into imposing carbon taxes
to fight climate change while
raising financing for its adap-
tation and resiliency projects.

Finance Secretary Benja-
min Diokno wid reporters that
“if feasible,” a carban tax could
also be among the measures
the current administration
would pursue to address cli-
mate issues, alongside the push
for a levy on single-use plastics,

The fiscal consolida-
tion plan turned over by the
Duterte administration to
President Marcos® economic
team proposed to introduce
a carban tax in 2025,

The Department of Finance
(DOE) had yet to determine
how much revenues may be
generated from a levy on harm-
ful emissions. For next year, the
DOF had proposed a P20 excise
tax per kilo on single-use plastic
bags, which was estimated to
raise Pt billion per year.

In a report last month, the
International Fund
(IMP) said that imposing car-
bon taxes will be “progressive”
for the Philippines as it will al-
fect the rich who consume pol-
luting oil and carbon products
more than poorer households.

“Carbon taxes would be
regressive in China, Indonesia
and Mongolia, but it would be
progressive in India, Kiribati,
the Philippines and Myan-
mar,” read the TMF working
paper titled “The Distribu-
tional Impact of a Carbon Tax
in Asia and the Pacific.”

The IMF sald the pro-.
gressivity in taxing harmful
emissions in the Philippines
and three other countries
was “because the tax would
be paid disproportionately
by the richest households.”

In the Philippines, carbon
taxes “would have the most et~
fect on households in the third
quintile, via higher prices, with
less of an effect on the top and
bottom quintiles,” the IMF
said, referring to income levels.

“The relative expenditure
on gasoline and electricity is
greater for richer households,
which primarily drives the pro-
gressivity for consumers. This
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FINANCE Secretary Benja-
min Diokno is open to the
idea of imposing a carbon
tax in the country.

“Carbon tax too, if
feasible,” Diokno told
reporters when asked if he
would consider impasing a
carbon tax as another ap-
proach to address climate
challenges in the Philip-
pines,

This comes after the
Finance chief said the
Marcos administration
would carry on the Duterte
administration’s climate
change initiatives.

“As you know, the Philip-
pines is probably one of
the most vulnerable with
respect to climate cbnnga.
And 50, it’s in our own in-
terest that the movement
toward climate change
should be supported, he
‘ strassed.

“At the same time, on the

| tax side, | think we should

‘ think of some measures
that we can do to reduce
pollution. For example, a
tax on single-use plasticis
worth considering.”

The Department of
Finance, under the lead-
ership of former Finance
secretary Carlos Domin-
guez 3rd, has suggested
a fiscal consolidation and
resource mobillzation plan
that Included the adoption
of a carbon tax as one of
!he measures.

.. _Further research Is being
done on the taxation of

OPEN

TO CARBON TAX

carbon emissions which, if
approved, would go into
effect by 2025.

In a discussion paper
released in December
2018 by the Philippines
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies, it was said
that the rise in carbon
consumption taxes was a
result of growing concerns
about climate change
brought on by anthropo-
genic carbon emissions.

Simply put; authors of
the paper "Assessment of
Train’s Coal and Petroleum
Excise Taxes: Environmen-
tal Benefits and Impacts
on Sectoral Employment
and Household Welfare”
explained the exls‘once of
such taxes that control the
consumption or produc-
tion of specific commodi-
ties is an admission of the
existence of a specific kind
of market fallure.

They sald the Philip-
pines, like other nations,
imposed a petroleum and
<oal tax in an effort to
decrease reliance on fossil
fuels and, ultimately, cut
carbon emissions, I

“Such type of tax polfcv
reform is a bold step for
a developing country like
the Philippines as such
types of regulatory taxes
can counter growth poli-
cias due to the obvious in-
<rease in production costs
of fossil fuel-heavy indus-
tries,” the autllorsadded

MAYVEI.IN u. CARABAI.LO

(O0AIAL  CARTOON



(] 3

Sm‘rrslc

AND
INimATIVES
SERVICE

COMMUNICATION

Ma!aya

Business

Insight #E

UPPER

I.OUJEI

rAGE

BANNER IYO3AL A‘.QOON
T~08-32

DATE

ople

) are
ownplay our
ability m‘ do
ués at

andihy; ing fividual
achievers — pny en hmng’the
1005t commjen o uch dy
— buat as a L- ple?‘
“e Fmpmu ‘
z;L yws,
1 have to duit fthat there’s a
basis some Ta this “ neg
Bat some itns
even ourscles.
Ower the flas weaks, I've
had o exphia m to fund
managers, who b y| are in-
formed abohr midifyr in general
hut not aboyt m rix)r’xpm}il-
ippines i m > |
And sinc thdv. Idu glob
fund managezs a by
ESG matter (E'n t, So-
cial and Corporatd { m:ﬁance)
I've also h tg' d up on thc
latees, partidularly [ roors an
how ie
TI've been pleasapily surpr
by the expet m.c. ’
“ESG,” itle a.qau
trace it oot « ,when :b;n
UN Secretur G KoEAm

Ahead of its time

ch:dlcnged uucmnuoaal hrgancwl
institutions 1o meozporste cavi-

ronmrental, social and are
govicnance issues in their poli-

ues, progmms tad pracr.icm;. Tr
was A sign of 2 ﬁk:w ihtnrest
in snﬂ concern 2 not only

growing divide between notth’
and %Oﬂgdl Lut alses ¢ntrit

border in impact.

‘So much $o thar by 2012 the

UN General Assembly passed a
nescﬂur.ion entitled “The Farure

matrers that were becoming cross 27

§ o "

When 1 explain chis, T pan&e,
and then mnform my audience
that the Philippine Mining Act
{aka RA 7942) that wzs passed in.
1995 — oz 10 yeary hrfnrc ESG
was first “coined” and 3 full 15
YEArs, before the UNGA spuke
of the future we wunt — already
covered these concerns. In fac,t,‘
I am told thac when the Act was
passed i itwas considercd dhe most
striagent mining act the world
had ever seen — wud one that has

7 now become the Lasis for mining

We Want” which, nor s

g'zvhns a specal section Eéecuon
) on miging, Tt nd:nnwledges

the coattibution thar ring

makes towsrds social and eco-

nomic development, helping

‘pations meet their isternational

commimm o sodnl md»fle-

ties to maximize these econumic
beneﬁm while addrcxsmg thc

mg*hnnga

acts passed dn other jnesdictions.

2 lmyﬂu‘hl. We had a law that
was way ahead of its rime,

Ti’s sul.l the law in force and

' eifeCt and’if the reasod why

tesponsible mining exiscs in the
pmes, OFf course, it wok
a Msm:oppez mining disaster in

_ the islaad of Marinduque to give

birchta the Mining Ao but now
we all can resr assnred thatwhile
dumcrsmaysull happen becanse

‘pature is an urpredictakl factor,

an operator will never ugwin be

- able 1o escape liabiliy becsuse

they arenow held 1o xceount
cven for operations thuy have
Take 2 bow, RA 7042,



-

NIRATLG
CHATNLUNTHIN
AN

r“?_/,a_’

ng: |

an Francijco+-5 beginning of
the campalgn, #4p luntil his inauguration
speech, Prpside cos Jr. has har-
nessodthe 1v er of the wind-
millslnhjshoe nce of llocos Norte,

notwithstanding thelfdc
anything) to dowit
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WW”
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otwittmandlng,
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A baby
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Indeed, many countries are embracing
wlndpowernndmmncrate spurred by

the significant drop in the cost of generating

wind power, with the technology and materi-

alsuomk:nnawmoreeﬁcmntandaﬁord-'

able than ever, All these developments have

the inade wind power one of the most cost-effec-
 tive energy sources.

: Loday,
Thelwéamgmgencynfmnmgmde—

“how pendence on fossil fuel is also creating a re-
ore- nwlmmﬁéfotmmhmrchmmgy

. the fa . at wind powe mmfuﬂw
it more stable and thu: zefenblewfoa-
are often at

behind us in memcrcyofworldpouﬁcalenms, forinstance,
the ongoing mmm of Ukraine.
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‘Of course, there are challenges that pre-
vmtene:gy from being scaled i the Philip-
pines; while our land area is larger than the
UK, not all of the land is suitable for wind
power, and typhoons and other calamities
can also narrow viable sites—even as ty-
phoon-proof wind turbines are now being
developed. Notwithstanding these challeng-

mulrm(foﬂnstance 4 new wind
energy road map by the Department
of Energy and the World Bank (n April) es-
timate that the country has the potential to
have 21 gigawatts of offshare wind power, on
top of onshore projects.

1f the new president is serious about wind-
mills—nat just as campaign props but as the
solurion that he himself held up (n his inangu-
ral speech—then he must take steps (o create
an enabling environment for renewable ener-
gy. This will entail streamlining the regulato-
ry and bureaucratic processes, incentivizing
investments, and investing in local industrial
capacity to support renewables, building on
the ﬂm ofRepnblic Act Na. 0513 and the Re-
newable Energy Roadmap 2017-2040

It will also require appointing qualified
individuals in the relevant government agen-
cies, as well as supporting homegrown exper-
tise—e.g., scientists and engineers—rhat we
need ta build and operate wind projects.

Bhally‘r it will involve decisively and de-
ly saying no to eoal-fired power plants
M ding the dominance of lassil fuels in

mhuy’s energy fix,

_}; ] Mhmarmsanmakecleau ene |gvapd
ority of his administration, lezding ro wind-
ﬁzms actually powering a significant propor-
tion of our encrgy needs, then perhaps, he can
finally, truthfully, say: “1 built the

Mmquurer.comph
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PH detects 97 more cases of Omicron BA.5 subvariant

By Ma. Teresa Montemayor July 7, 2022, 4:49 pm

OMICRON
VARIANT *

MANILA - The country has detected 97 additional cases of Omicron BA.5 subvariant, the
Department of Health (DOH) reported Thursday.

Earlier, about 43 BA.5 cases were detected which brought the total number of new infections to
140 for this week.

Of the total BA.5 tally, 99 cases were from Western Visayas; 21 from the National Capital Region
(NCR); seven from Calabarzon; five from llocos Region; one each from Central Luzon; Bicol
Region; Central Visayas; Eastern Visayas; Northern Mindanao; Mimaropa; and one returning
overseas Filipino.

"Sixteen individuals are fully vaccinated, tatlo po ay hindi bakunado, habang kasalukuyang bine-
verify pa namin ang vaccination status ng 121 individuals (three are unvaccinated, while the
vaccination statuses of the remaining 121 individuals are still being verified)," Health
Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said in a media forum.

The DOH is still verifying the exposure and travel history of each of the infected individuals.

Thirteen cases presented mild symptoms, two individuals were asymptomatic and the symptoms
of the remaining 125 are being verified.

Currently, 129 of the cases are tagged as recovered, four are still undergoing isolation while the
outcomes of the remaining seven are still being verified.

"Based on our latest sequencing run, overall, there are 233 cases of BA.5 detected in our country,”
Vergeire said.

There were also 20 additional BA.2.12.1 cases - five were from the NCR, four each from Western
Visayas and Calabarzon; two from the Cordillera Administrative Region; one from Region !
(Central Luzon) and four were returning overseas Filipinos.
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PH detects 97 more cases of Omicron BA.5 subvariant

Nine of them are fully vaccinated, one is unvaccinated, and the vaccination status of the
remaining 10 cases are still being verified. The DOH is also verifying their exposures and travel
histories.

Seventeen out of the 20 cases are tagged as recovered and the outcomes of the three are being
verified.

Meantime, about seven additional BA.4 cases were also detected earlier. Six of the cases were from
Western Visayas and one was from the NCR.

Their exposure and travel histories are still unknown.
Five cases are fully vaccinated while the two are unvaccinated.

Moreover, three presented mild symptoms, three are asymptomatic, and the symptoms of the
other case are still being verified.

All seven cases are now tagged as recovered.

To date, the country has logged a total of 70 BA.2.12.1 cases and 10 BA.4 cases. (PNA)

Source; https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178439
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Nearly 2,000 new COVID-19 cases bring PH active tally to
over 11,000

By CNN Philippines Staff
Published Jul 7, 2022 10:21:39 PM

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, July 7) — The Department of Health (DOH) reported 1,936
new COVID-19 cases on Thursday, pushing the country’s active case tally to over 11,000.

Latest DOH data showed that the number of currently ill patients has climbed to 11,370 amid a
continued increase in infections nationwide.

The last time the country's daily case count was around the 2,000-mark was in mid-February.

The department also confirmed three new fatalities due to the viral disease, bringing the death toll
to 60,625. Meanwhile, 813 more recovered, with the total number of survivors now at over 3.64
million.

In a tweet, OCTA Research fellow Guido David said that Metro Manila was the top contributing
region with 849 more virus-hit residents.

Among cities, Quezon City logged the highest daily rise with 163 infections. Manila came next
with 119, followed by Makati with 115.

Among provinces, Cavite topped the list with 126 cases, followed by lloilo with 112, and Laguna
with 110.

More than 3.7 million COVID-19 infections have been confirmed in the country since the
pandemic began.

Source; https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/7/PH-active-COVID-case-tally-11K.html



https://www.cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://twitter.com/iamguidodavid/status/1545014129999888386
https://twitter.com/iamguidodavid/status/1545012435194880000
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/7/7/PH-active-COVID-case-tally-11K.html

§ STRATEGIC July 8, 2022 EHead"“e
COMMUNICATION & % — Editorial
Date
— NI TIATIVES phllﬁta r [ ] cotumn
s SERVICE GLOBAL 10f2 [] opinion
Page D Feature Article

OCTA: Metro Manila positivity rate at 9.8%, up in 14 other
provinces

(Philstar.com)
- July 7, 2022 - 11:09am

Children aged 12 to 17 receive their booster shot at Marikina Sports Complex on Monday, July 4, 2022,

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila's coronavirus surge continues with one out of ten COVID-
19 tests now coming out positive, independent pandemic monitor OCTA Research said late
Wednesday evening.

From July 2 and July 5, OCTA observed that the National Capital Region's positivity rate — which
measures the percentage of tests that come out positive — rose to 9.8% from 8.3%. This
percentage is almost double the recommended benchmark of 5% for re-opening economies set by
the World Health Organizations.

This comes after the capital region tallied 553 new cases on Wednesday according to data from the
Department of Health.

Coronavirus cases in Antique, Laguna, and Rizal continue to rise with those areas listing positivity
rates of 20.6%, 17.3%, and 16.5%, respectively.

Batangas, Cavite, lloilo, and Pampanga also registered positivity rates higher than 10%.

Among the 15 provinces that OCTA observed, only Cebu remains at low-risk levels having risen
from 3.8% positivity rate to 3.9% from July 2 to July 5.

Per the health department’'s COVID-19 national situationer Tuesday night, Metro Manila also
logged the highest weekly positivity rate of 9.3% as of July 3.

Days into his term, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has yet to name the next secretary of the
Department of Health to lead the national government's pandemic response.
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OCTA: Metro Manila positivity rate at 9.8%, up in 14 other
provinces

“Sustained case uptrend is observed in most regions with majority (91%) of provinces, HUCs
(highly urbanized cities), and ICCs (independent component cities) showing case increases over
the recent weeks,” the DOH said earlier.

“Most areas show a sharp increase in cases with NCR showing the steepest increase, now
exceeding 500 cases per day,” it added.

Positivity rates as of July 5, 2022 in select PH provinces. NCR positivity rate went up from 8.3% to
9.8%. Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, lloilo, Antique, Pampanga had positivity rates higher than
10%. @dzbb @allangatus @dzrhnews @DZAR1026 @News5PH @NewsRmn @dwiz882 @ali_sotto
pic.twitter.com/gzrOWwIDSU

— Dr. Guido David (@iamguidodavid) July 6, 2022

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/07/2193713/octa-metro-manila-positivity-
rate-98-14-other-provinces/amp/
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After Reopening of Manila Baywalk Dolomite Beach

outu.be

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/0GazfwldnRQ

B MANI AR
After Reopening of Manila Baywalk Dolomite Beach
67 views - 7 Jul 2022 <L 8 ] DISLIKE 9 SHARE 3£ CLIP =+ SAVE ...

Y, JohnSJoyce Viogs SUBSCRIBE

1.55H g0 zecribers

The Manila Bayeralk Dolomite Beach s an artificial white coast oeach along Manila Bay in Manila,
Fhilippines 11z a 300 meler by S0 meler sirociurs bl with gece anginesring nlervenlions. || -ims
to clean and rehakilitazz the once trash laden and oolluted ortion of Manila Bawealk into a vibrant

SHOW MORE
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MANILA BAY TODAY HALA MAY PAPARATING SA
DOLOMITE SAND BEACH! Miz July

youtu.be

Please click this link:
Source: https://youtu.be/agD803DbZYQ

L MANIL A RSYWALK TOLDMTE BEACH

MANILA BAY TODAYHALA MAY PAPARATING SA DOLOMITE SAND BEACH! Miz July

2,103 views + 7 Jul 2022 [ 100 GJ DISLIKE 2 SHARE 3 CLIP  _4 SAVE

¥ - Miz July
SUBSC
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